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lee coral cover found in Manila Bay

- Experts and researchers of the Depart

ment of Environment and Natural Resoure-

es (DENR) have discovered live coral cover
in the Manila Bay, buoying hopes that the
heavily polluted body of water could still be
restored to its pristine condition.
DENR’s research arm Ecosystems Re-
~ search and Development Bureau (ERDB)
has conducted an inventory of the coral
ecosystems within Manila Bay, and found
out that many of them are thriving despite

| environmental and human pressures.

ERDB supervising science research
Spgme]&ust Jose Isidro Michael Padin said
tx

1 ___'1 eoral ebnerwas ﬁ(mnd in

~and nutnenth have been documented to
" cause coral mortality, but the reef areas
remaining at the historic bay were located

~ for such proj

proximately “at its mouth.”

Based on the coastal resource map
prepared by the National Mapping and Re-
source Information Authority or NAMRIA,

~ Manila Bay’s coral cover spans 293.68 hect-
ares, but this data does not yet include that

of Mariveles in Bataan,

ERDB Director Sofio Qumtana sald‘

that the bureau was conducting “ndge to-

_reef” research on Manila Bay.

“We are seeking for a definite com]ecuon
among risk factors. Right now, we are try-
ing to gather more data on informal settler
families, air and water quality, and habitat
to make scientific studies relevant for fumre

.prq]ects " he said.
antana added that the ERDB was -

trymg to come up with a unified framework
jects which, when consolidated
properly, could make an inference on the
status of the Mamla Bay area.

“We also want to pmv:derefereneemthe

decision process of the policymaking bot}'

ies with the data backed-up by reseamh. If

e there are existing policies, maybe we could

};armonize and allgnnepearches to these
polimes,” he said.
- DENR Seeretary Roy Clmatu, who

heads the inter-agency Manila Bay Task

Fbme, said that the findings that coral reefs

were still thriving in many parts of the bay

has § given the government more reason 1 to
proceed with the rehabllxtatlon
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Manila Bay
ENVIRONMENT | Secretary Roy Cimatu has ex-
pressed high hopes that Manila Bay can still be
brought back to its pristine condition with the dis-
covery of several live corals. SHEIT SRYarTng J ok

- “With the vibrant underwater life still teeming in
several areas in Manila Bay, there is hope that we can
still revive it to what it used tobe,” Cimatu said.

Ecosystem researchers have. spotted coral reefs still

thriving in many parts of the bay giving government
maore negason. to plfaceed‘ with the agnlibiﬁodsrehabiﬁia-.
tion mission. £i¢ 'th -I:al ey HY) -thm
In arecent inventory of the cor: ecosystems within
Manila Bay, the :'Ec:syrystems Research and Develop-
ment Bureau (ERDB) found that many corals are still
&uiviﬂgbdéspite‘gnvironmmtal and human pressures,
ERDB supervising science research, specialist Jose -
* Isidro Michael Pad#%'siid@ligjgﬁvbf,ﬁeﬁmrd‘ ver:
were found mNberggidBr an 'Cﬁ};allﬁ‘ Islands tl;ld Caw
ite province. Nearls ' 72 percent of the estimate d reef
ar“é’s was found in Cavite. The veéﬁﬁzgté in Maragon- -
don and few stations in,Corrf idor an
lands had fair to 00d live coral
_ However, Padin said these ree are continually
threatened by sedimentation, r;uiji;‘e_ht'_copt’amination,
reduced water cianz, and high fishing pressure due to
increased vulnerabi 'ty'harboﬁﬂ'g?ﬂié»ga e,
Runoff sediments and nuh'ients_?hady been docu-
mented to cause coral mortality, but the reef areas
remaining at the historic bay are loc ted proximate “at
itS m_outh.” : o 2 ¥ "

bureau is conducting “ridge-to-reef” research on Ma-
N By - Joel dela Torre

 Meanwhile, ERDB Director Sofio Quintana said the
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BUHAY NA CORALS SA

MANILA BAY NATUKLASAN

NAKAKITA ng pag-
asa si Environment
Secretary Roy Cimatu
na muling mabubuhay
ang Manila Bay mata-

pos matuklasan ang
mga buhay na corals
sa ilalim ng tubig ng
naturang baybayin.
Ayon kay Cima-

fu na namumuno sa
inter-agency  Manila
Bay Task Force, base
sa naging resulta ng
pag-aaral, natuklasang

E 3

may mga coral reef sa
maraming bahagi ng
Manila Bay kaya’t hi-
git pang pursigido ang
gobyerno para sa reha-
bilitasyon nito.

“With the wvibrant
underwater life still
teeming in several areas
in Manila Bay, there is
hope that we can still
revive it to what it used
to be,” pahayag ni Ci-
matu.

Kamakailan la-
mang ay nagsagawa ng
imbentaryo ang Eco-
systems Research and
Development  Bureau
(ERDB) ng DENR at
natuklasan na buhay
ang coral ecosystems
sa Manila Bay kahit na
matindi ang environ-
mental at human pres-
sures dito.

Ayon kay ERDB
supervising science re-
search specialist Jose
Isidro. Michael Pa-
din, karamihan sa mga
nadtskubrcng corals ay

matatagpuan sa Cor-
regidor at Caballo [s-
lands sa probinsiya ng
Cayite.

“Nearly 72% of the
estimated reef area is
found in Cavite. The
reef sites in Maragon-
don and few stations in
Corregidor and Caballo
Islands had fair to good

live coral cover,” sabi
pa ni Padin.
Aniya, ang mga

" coral na ito ay patuloy

na naaapektuhan ng
“sedimentation”, “nu-
trient contamination”,
pagbaba ng kalidad ng
tubig at pangingisda.
Base sa coastal re-
source map ng National
Mapping and Resource
Information Authority
(NAMRIA), -ang coral
cover ng Manila Bay
ay umaabot sa 293.68
hectares, hindi pa kasa-
ma rito ang lugar ng
Mariveles, Bataan.
BENEDICT
ABAYGAR, JR.
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DENR
Manﬂa Bay,

may pag-asapal

Posible pang maibalik ang dating
_gmdaamms_ugManﬂaBaykasunod
. pagkakadiskubu ng
P amahalaanbahvecoralcmni

Ayonsa EcosystmnSReseamhand
Deve‘lopmmtBureau,(ERDB), !

ngDeparhnen
Natural Resources
sanafuklasanhﬂan coralec
sa1ugaraynabubuhaypasaka
nararanasan&exwuonmentalathuman

Pahwa_n_ag naman ni ERDB
supervisingscience research specialist
]ose]stdeinhaelPadm,karanuhansa
coralcoxerg diskubre sa Corregidor
at Caballa s sa Cavite.

! of theestimated
reef"area 1srfctmd in Cavite. The reef
sites in Maragondon and few stations

inCorregidorand Caballo Islands had
fairto goodhve coral cover,” aniya.

mefpattﬂcy pa ring
banw sa coral reef ang nararanasang
sedimentation, nuirient contamination,
reduced water clarity at mataas na
fishing pressure bunsed na rin ng
mahinang kondisyon ng lawa.

, Sa isinagaw mﬁ resource '
map ng Natio ‘Mappin,
Resource Information Au onty
(NAMRIA) aabot sa 293.68 ektarya

ang saklaw ng coral cover ng
Manila Bay, hindi pa kabﬂa.ng ang
Mariveles sa Bataan.

Nagsasagawa pa 1in; aniya, sila
ngkompre hens1bong ndge«to—reef’
researchsa Bay.

“We are seelung for a definite
connection among risk factors. Right
now, we are trying to gather more
data on informal settler fam:llles,
and water quality, and habitatto make
- scientific studies relevant for future
pro;eds ayonpasakanya

. Ellatyn e Vera-Ruiz
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Ano tells LGUs: No septic tank

system no busmess ‘permit

Interior '\and Local Gov&arnmentc

(DILG) Secretary Eduardo . Afio di-
rected local government units (LGUs)

- without septlc tank system (STS). This

would prevent further degradation of

our waterways similar to what hap-
: pened to Manila Bay and its tributar-
~ies.
not to issue business permits to firms

He also reminded'th,at_ the P9

Afio tells |

desxgn of the hyglemc septic tauk
or wastewater treatment facility
should conform to existing envi-
ronmental laws and pohqe§ t:

“Letuslearn from the lessons
of Manila Bay which became a
‘gigantic septic tank’ and Boracay
which was described as ‘a virtual
cesspool’. Local governments
should already put their foot
down by not issuing business
permits to non-compliant estab-
lishments,” Afio said.

He stressed that “no new
business permit should be issued
unless business owners have

obtained the necessary environ-

mental clearances and permits
such as discharge permits and
environmental sanitation cer-
tificates preseribed by laws or
required by the Department of
Health, Laguna Lake Develop-
ment Authority, Department of
Health and its instrumentali-
ties.”

In memorandum circular
2019-62, the DILG Secretary
said LGUs should ensure that all
residential, private, and public
establishments in their areas
have proper sewage treatment

and septage management Sys-
tem.

“Local governments should
compel all residential, commer-
cial, industrial, institutional, and
government establishments in
their jurisdiction to have their

GUS WP

own hygienic septic tanks or
wastewater treatment facility,”

“he added.

 LGUs, he said must see to it
that all septic tanks are acces-
sible and that no wastewater
shall be discharged to waterways
without any proper treatment.
Regular desludging

For establishments with inac-
cessible or non-compliant septic
tanks, the DILG may opt to re-
model or restructure and connect

‘these to existing sewer lines of

water utilities, or construct com-
munal or shared septic tank.

Food establishments dis-
charging wastes are also en-
couraged to have a working
and properly maintained oil and-
grease strap installed in their
respective areas.

In the same directive, Ano
stressed the importance of hav-

ing regular desludging of septic

' tanks at least once every five

years to be performed only by
the water utility or a private
desludging company accredited
by the DOH and the Department

‘of Environment and Natural

Resources (DENR) through the

‘help of barangay officials.

LGUs, he added should map
out programs and implement ac-
tions through the Enactment of
Sewage Treatment and Septage
Management Ordinance (SSMO0)
to support the drive.

-~
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Irrigation to Bulacan,
Pampanga only until

mid-May

" MALOLOS - Bulacan and
Pampanga farmlands are giv-
en until May 15 to get irriga-
tion water from Angat Dam as
water elevation has dropped
below its critical level.

As of 6 a.m. last Sunday, wa-
ter elevation in Angat was at
179.97 meters, which is below
the minimum operating level
of 180 meters, the National
Water Resource Board (NWRB)
reported.

“At this stage water sup-
ply for Metro Manila is pri-
oritized,” Sevillo David Jr.,
NWRB executive director, told
The STAR in a text message.

David added that the
NWRB is maintaining the
allocation of 48 cubic meter
per second (cms) while water
release for irrigation will be
reduced to 10 cms next month
to support requirements for
the harvest season.

At the start of the planting
period, the National Irriga-
tion Administration (NIA)
released irrigation supply last
Jan. 9 at 40 cms, based on the

! @f}?!OV@d water allocation by

the NWRB and reduced it to 35

— NWRB

cms for April.

“Based .on forecast rainfall
of PAGASA (Philippine At-
mospheric, Geophysical and
Astronomical Services Admin-
istration), it can be said that
the requirement for domestic/
municipal supply for May and
June, or until the onset of the
rainy season, is sufficient,”
David said

Josephine Salazar, NIA re-
gional director for Central
Luzon, told The STAR that if
ever the water allocation for ir-
rigation for Bulacan and Pam-
panga farmlands is abruptly
cut, the NIA can provide water
pumps to the farmers.

Ma. Gloria Carillo, provincial
agriculturist of Bulacan, said the
reduction of the water allocation
for Bulacan farms will likely af-
fect areas in the tail-end service
areas of the irrigation system
of NIA, including Calumpit,
Paombong, Bulacan, Balagtas,
Bocaue and this city.

“Part of our contingency
plan is to check on available
water sources in the affected
areas and conduct shallow
tube wells and open surface
pumps that could be used.by

the farmers,” Carillo said.’ "
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BY VICTOR REYES

WATER level at Angat Dam, the

main source of Metro Manila’s

water supply, went down further

yesterday, accotding to Philippine

Atmospheric, Geophysical and

Astronomical Services Administra-
~ tion (PAGASA).

The agency said Angat’s eleva-
tion level stood at 179.5 meters
as of 6 a.m. yestetday, or .5 meter
below the dam’s minimum operat-
ing level.

Water level at the dam went be-
low the minimum operating level
of 180 meters on Sunday. The
‘agency expects the water level at
Angat will reach 173.13 meters by
the end of May.

. Angat Dam registered its low-
est water level in July 2010, hitting
157.56 meters during a similar El
Nifo phenomenon.

The National Resources Water
Board has said water supply in
Metro Manila will be “sustainably
managed” amid the El Nino phe- -
nomenon,

Metropolitan Waterworks and
Sewage System administrator
Reynaldo Velasco reiterated his

See ANGAT > Page B3

ANGAT
appeal to consumers to save
water.

“Qur only appeal is let us help
conserve water. I saw a presenta-
tion by Manila Water and Maynilad
to help illustrate how we can save
water,” Velasco said.

“They said that if every house-
hold will save three dippers (tabos)
of water every day, that’s equivalent
to almost 15 million liters per day.
That is going to be a big help,”
Velasco said.

Velasco said the agency does not
want a tepeat of what happened
last month when many parts of

Metro Manila and neatby areas
experienced low water supply or
no water supply at all.

“We want to make sure there
won’t be a repeat of the problem.
Earlier today, I talked to the two
water concessionaires and they
gave the assurance there will be no
problem,” said Velasco.
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Quezon LGU, mining firm FCF set tree nursery projectin
Bievalizcaya

‘__Co“mr,_nﬁnit-y Relations Office after
- the successful implementation of the

By Ben MosesEbreo “This will also boost our Forest
bt e gt . Mining Project in this municipality

QUEZON, Nueva -Viicéya;F'CF'Miﬁ_ :

erals Corp. has established a tree nurs-

~ ery in this town in partnership with the

local government. )

~ lan Moller, FCF acting general
manager for operations, said the

project is being carried out by their

Clean and Green Program with the

LGU last year.. gy
He said the tree nursery also serves

as one of their contributions to the gov-

ernment’s National Greening Program
headed by the Department of Environ-
ment and Natural Re~ources,

with the availability of tree seedlings
to be planted. This will be undertaken
through a Memorandum of Agree-
ment,” Moller added. :
LGU officials also said the project
will enlist various stakeholders who
were trained on preparation, planting

d production of various tree species.
auMIc))l?er also said the management of
the nursery will also undergo_ tramning
on the production of tree seedlings.

* The nursery will also be planted

with various vegetables,'which will |
also be distributed to v111ager§-fqr ‘
domestic consumption aqd liveli-
hood ventures.
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Nlckel mlnlng can lbe sustainable

BUSINESS AND
SOCIETY
BERNARDO M.
e VILLEGAS

he way forward for the Philip-
pine nickel mining industry is
to integrate sustainable and
responsible policies and prac-
tices in'its core business. The current
push for voluntary sustainable mecha-
nisms (codes, policies, guidelines), for
example, is a positive step towards
integrating social responsibility as
part of the mining agenda. At pres-

ent, there are several methods used ..

to incorporate sustainability into the
core business of mining enterprises.
Among these are:
= Industry-specific codes of conduct
such as the Chamber of Mines
Code of Corporate Social Respon-
sibility.
= Company-specific (internal) codes
of conduct and policies.
« Sustainability guidelines from
international institutions such
* as World Bank disclosure policy,
Global Reporting Initiative (GRD),
Extractive Industry Transparency
Initiative (EITT)
= Pressure from civil society.
The application of these methods

£y

(Part 3)

; '. degree of third-part involvement must

‘be in place to ensure transparency
* and dccountability. Furthermore, for
*sustainability codes to raise the bar of
“industry performance, it mustbe basedmm
" on minimum internationally agreed

standards such as the ILO code of hu-
man rights among others. The industry
needs to put in place “Disciplinary”
measures for members who refuse to
sign or adhere to the-industry code,
policies and guidelines.

More than other economic sectors,
the mining industry cannot be left to
free market forces alone. The role
of the government is indispensable.
Experience in ather countries has

_shown that it is vital that governments

themselves are genuinely committed
to needed mining reforms and these
reforms command a strong degree of
government support and regulation. In
the case of sustainability, the govern-
ment, or more specifically the Mines
and Geosciences Bureau (MGB) itself
must be strongly committed to the
“government case” for pursuing the

- sustainability agenda. ‘It cannot be

will surely have long-term positive

benefits as can be gleaned from
the experiences of other mineral-
rich countries. These include:

.achieved by prescription from external

agencies. The “government case” has
to be built up by a process of dialogue,
which in turn means creating or adapt-

ing institutional frameworks for discus-

sion, consolation and negotiation. The
process by means of which the MGB
eventually builds sustainability policies
is as important at the policies them-
selves. Dialogues must be the core in
the development of sustainability policy
for the nickel mining industry.

It must also be kept in mind'that
“voluntary” sustainability mechanisms
are not easy solutions to all mining di-
lemmas. Itisimperative that partner-

> shlp with non-corporate stakeholders
. isestablished to achieve the necessary

« Raising the acceptable threshold

for mining industry sustainability
performance and standards;’

» Providing some leverage upon
which mining stakeholders can
hold companies accountable if a
company fails to implement its
own code or policy;

= Raising awareness of external
factors affecting the core business

activity and financial viability of

mining firms. CS

Itis even more important than ever
to demonstrate that industry support’
for sustainability goes beyond mere
rhetoric and is translated into concrete
action on the ground. The Philip-
pine nickel industry has to counter
prevailing perception that supporting
sustainability is only a public relations
gimmick but really involves a change
of priorities. To accomplish this, the

lmprovernents These partnerships
can yield the following advantages:
they can confer greater legitimacy
t& mining activities because of multi-
stakeholder involvement; they can en-
courage companies to work together to
raise the bar of performance; they can
allow mining firms to share capacity
building costs; and they can allow cor-
porations to address external factors
beyond their core business activity.

. In this regard, a strong link between -

‘academe, industry and government can

~help the “business case” for sustain-

ability. As an example, the University of
Asia and the Pacific, through its Center

. for Corporate Responsibility, can assist

industry can come up with an industry

sustainability code which is not only
transparent but open to independent
monitoring and verification by third
nartv experts and the academe. Some

the government and the nickel industry
to establish sustainability policy and
structure, training and communication,
stakeholdér dialogue and measure-
‘ment and verification systems. The
products of such partnership among
academe, government and business
can come out with the following:
« Nickel Industry Sustainability
policy and structure. Clear stan-

dards and detailed guidelines

are needed to ensure that the

industry has a “road map”
for incorporating sustainabil-
ity agenda-into its operations.

With such details, the indus-

try would be able to measure

performance consistently and
completely to help meet the
stakeholders’ expectations.

+ Training and communication.
Training internal staffis needed
because of the recognition that
sustainability-type programs
require a unique set of skills
and competencies. On the
other hand, because leadership
starts at the top, it is essential
for top management to consis-
tently communicate sustain-
ability guidelines internally in
order to generate awareness
and on convey management
support for the program.

+ Stakeholder dialogue. Dialogue
and sharing of information with
external parties (companies,
civil society) is one of the fun-
damental shifts in recent years
in policy making. NGOs, other
civil society organizations, and
companies often have informa-
tion otherwise unavailable to
companies or governments. In
the case of the nickel mining
industry, an academic institu-
tion like UA&P with strong
links to business may be able
to help the industry develop
guidelines and policies that
are not only effective, but also

acceptable and credible to all

the stakeholders.

Monitoring and verification, A
research wing or think tank of an
academic institution like UA&P may
be a more credible institution to ef-

_ fectively assess compliance of nickel

mining firms to various voluntary
sustainability mechanisms. Because
of serious violations of environmen-
tal regulations in the past, the mining
industry in general continues to face
apublic that is skeptical of its efforts
to respect and protect the environ-
ment. The industry may choose to
scrutinize sustainability practices of
nickel firms in a more transparent
manner by inviting external parties,
and hy issuing public reports on the
findings of independent academic or
research institutions,

There is no question that the
Philippine nickel industry is ca-
pable of practising responsible and
sustainable mining. ' As discussed
above, what is needed is the politi-
cal will of all the stakeholders con-
cerned to commit themselves to a
continuing dialogue on sustainability
practices.

For ecomments, my email address
is bernardo.villegas@uap.asia.

CARTOON



STRATEGIC
COMMUNICATION

TITLE:

L=

UPPER PAGE | BANNER

|::| STORY STORY

PAGE LOWER

EDITORIAL  CARTOON

30 APR 2019

PAGE 1/ DATE

By EVELYN MACAIRAN

The Bureau of Customs

' (BOC) has until May 15 to ship
Canadian garbage back to its
. country of origin.

BOC spokesman Erastus
Sandino Austria yesterday said

 they received orders from Finance

Secretary Carlos Dominguez III to
return the containers of trash back
to Canada by May 15.

Austria added they are in the

| process of making arrangements for
' the containers of waste, consisting of

household trash, diapers, electronic

. garbage and non-recyclable waste,
. to be returned to Canada.

“We are doing everything now ,

~ to make this possible,” the BOC

official said.

The Department of Finance gave
the order to the BOC after President
Duterte said he would declare
#wrar” on Canada if it would not
take back its garbage.

The Canadian government

' responded by saying that it is

working to resolve the issue, as the

- shipment was a contract between

private parties.
A total of 103 containers of
garbage arrived inseveral batches at

the Manila International Container

Port (MICP) from 2013 to 2014.
Out of the 103 containers, it was
reported that trash from 34 have
been buried in a landfill in Tarlac.
The rest of the containers filled with
' Turn to Page 2

May 15 to retu
Ca

e —

garbage are temporarily stored

at the Port of Subic and the

In earlier news reports, in
one of the batches of garbage
that consisted of 50 containers,
the shipment was reportedly
misdeclared to contain ho-
mogenous plastic scraps, or
one kind of plastic, that was

later found to be filled with

heterogenous or an assortment
of scrap plastic materials.

The shipment was con-
signed to Chronic Plastics, a
company based in Valenzuela
City, while the shipper was list-
ed as Chronic Inc. in Ontario.

‘Figure of speech’

Meanwhile, Malacafang
yesterday sought to downplay
‘Duterte’s statement that he
‘was ready to declare war on
Canada over the garbage sent
to the Philippines, saying it

was just a “figure of speech.”
Last week, Duterte ordered
the BOC to return to Canada
‘the garbage shipped to the
Philippines six years ago, say-
ing he was ready to declare
war on Ottawa if the issue is
not acted upon. S
‘The President continued his
‘tirades against the Canadian
- government last Sunday as he
threatened to dump garbage
~on a Canadian beach if the
" waste is not returned to Ot-
_tawa this week.
Presidential spokesman

nadat

OC has until

Salvador Panelo said Duterte’s
statements about waging war
and throwing garbage on a
beach should not be taken lit-
erally, but his demand to send
the trash back to Canada was
serious.

~ “It was just a figure of

‘speech. But the trash should
be returned,” Panelo said in a

press briefing.

Asked if he thought it irre-
sponsible of Duterte to deliver
the remarks, Panelo replied:
“No, why would it be irre-
sponsible. If the garbage has

been in the country for years,
would you not deliver such
statement?”

“That’s an expression of
outrage, couched in a very
strong term,” he added.

Panelo could not say what
triggered Duterte’s tirades
against Canada but claimed
that the issue really made him
angry. Panelo said the waste
has been in the Philippines for
years but nothing was done
to send them back to Canada.

“I don’t think any country
would want to trigger another

world war because all of us

will be annihilated. It will lead
to a nuclear war. Diplomatic
negotiations can resolve what-
ever conflict,” he said.

Despite the President’s
tough talk, Panelo said the
decades-old ties between the
Philippines and Canada would
not be severed because of the
garbage controversy.

“I said it would be disrup-
tive. I did not say it would be
severed. [t will be an irritant,”
the spokesman added.

— With Alexis Romero

rash
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clare war against ‘Canada over

the tons of trash it shipped

to the country in 2013 and
2014, as the threat of President

_Rodngo ‘Duterte was merely a
-'figure of quech Malacafang
said on Monday. .

President Duterte, in a speech
last week, said he would declare

war on Canada if it does not take

back by next ‘week the trash it
shipped to the country m.2013 -

and 2014.

On Sunday, he said he would
dump the trash on Canada's
beaches if it did not take it back.

However, Palace spokesman
Salvador Panelo, at a press brief-

ing on Monday, echoed Defense -

Secretary Delfin Lorenzana’s
statement that Duterte’s pro-
nouncement on the issue was
merely a figure of speech.

He said that no country would
want to trigger war because the
world would be “annihilated.”

“So, what 1 see there will just be
a standoff. There will be diplomat-
ic negotiations and it will resolve
whatever conflict,” Panelo added.

He said President Duterte’s
statement was merely an expres-
sion of outrage.

The Palace spokesman added,
however, that the ultimatum to
ship the trash back to Canada

PH won't declare war
vs Canada over garbage

.THE Ph:hppmes would not de-

was true.

“He was irritated. Our state-
ment, we will send them back to
your shores if you donot get that.
I think the President last night said
throw it to your beach. That s true.
He is angry and he will bring it

~ back,” he said.

1f Canada does not take back the
trash, Panelo said it would disrupt

"ues between the Philippines and
‘Canada, w1th the issue becoming

an “irritant.”

"[Duterte] already has an in-
struction — If you will not take it
back, we will bring it back to you.
There will be no war, we will just
bring it back. We will throw it back
to them,” he said.

In 2013 and 2014, 103 contain-
ers of garbage declared as scrap

_ plastics were shipped to the Phlllp-

pines from Canada. ~
In 2015, garbage from 26 of
the containers were dumped on

a private landfill in Tarlac, which
prompted opposition from na-
ture groups.

Canadian Prime Minister Justin
Trudeau in 2017 committed his
country was resolving the garbage
dumping issue, saying it was ° “the-
oretically possible” to get it back.

After President Duterte’s state-
ments, Canada also said it was

working on taking back the trash.
RALPH U. VILLANUEVA




STRATEGIC
COMMUNICATION

N
s INITIATIVES
e

-

; L -1 L 1 [ 1 L[]
!, UPPE PAGE 1 BANNER  EDITORIAL CARTOON
STORY STORY

30 APR 2019

SERVICE

NEWS IN AFLASH A

TITLE :

PAGE 1/

DATE

President Duterte on Sun-
day renewed his warning to
Canada to reclaim the garbage
they shipped to the Philippines
or else he will transport and
dump them on their beaches.

Duterte, in a speech at the
_opening ceremony of the Pala-
rong Pambansa in Davao City,
said Canada has made the
Philippines a dumpsite.

"In 2014, there are about
200 containers there sent by
Canada para tayong ginagawa
ng dumpsite," he said.

"Sabihin mo sa kanila i-karga
ko ‘yan next week. ‘Pag hindi
niyo tinanggap ‘yang basura

ninyo, ibubuhos ko ‘yan doon
sa magandang beach ninyo,"
he added. "We are not a gar-

bage dump here. The Filipinos_

are not scavengers." -

Before flying to China for the
second Belt and Road Forum
last week, Duterte warned
Canada to take back the gar-
bage they sent to the Philip-
pines in 2013 immediately or
he will send it back to them.

"I cannot understand why
they are making us a dump-
site, and that is not the only
case on point. Papasunod-
sunod 'yan na pinapadalayung
basura sa atin. Well, not this

time. Magkaaway kami ng...,"
he said.

Duterte also raise the pos-
sibility of going to war against
over Canada’s garbage. "Eh,
'di ano, awayin natin ang Can-
ada. We'll declare war against
them, kaya man natin ‘yan
sila," he added.

Duterte has asked the De-
partment of Finance to prepare
a boat to enable the country to
send Canada’s garbage back
and even warned that he will
dump some of them in front of
the Canadian Embassy in the
Philippines if they don't take it
back. (Argyll Geducos)

Palace: War threat vs Canada ﬁgure of speeCh

Malacanang said yesterday that President
Duterte's warning that he will wage war
against Canada over their garbage shipped to
the Philippines almost six years ago was just a
figure of speech but emphasized that the Chief
Executive was serious in sending their trash
back.

Presidential spokesperson Salvador Panelo
said that Duterte is angry that six years have
already passed but Canada still has not taken
back their garbage.

However, he said the President was not seri-
ous with h|s threat to go to war.

"It's just a figure of speech... Kumbaga in-
aasar lang ‘yun. But by statement, we will
send them back to your shores if you don't get
that," he said. "Ang tagal na noon...Hindi pa
nila ginagalaw. Parang pinabayaan na lang nila

dito, eh," he added.

Panelo also said that Duterte's warning
that he will dump Canada's garbage on their
beautiful beaches is another figure of speech.
“Figure of speech din 'yun. Basta ibabalik lang
'yun. Kailangang ibalik na 'yun. Kunin na nila,"
he said.
 Panelo said Duterte is serious that Canada
should collect their garbage within the week.
He added that they expect Canada to make a

- statement but insisted that it is time for them

to finally get their trash.

"] suppose they will respond. Nag-respond
naman sila na, 'di ba? Ang sabi nila, pag-usa-
pan natin. Ang sabi naman nami- ‘tindi na;
anong pag-usapan? Ang tagal na, kunin nlyo
na iyan. Kung hindi, ibalik namin iyan sa iyo,"
he said. (Argyli Gedurov‘
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Duterte presses trash

‘war against Canada

BARELY a week after
vowing to go to war with

Canada over trash ille-

gally dumped in the Phil-
ippines, President Rod-
rigo Duterte threatened
to heap the garbage on

Canada’s “beautiful

beaches.” .
5 ingbeforeyoung

athletes and their parents

nextl.f

uick and

at the opening of the 2019 ou don’t ply was “q
Palarong Pambansa in acceptyourgarbage,Iwill  vague” and “not appro-
Davao City, the President jdﬂ?yourbeauhﬁﬂ priate.”
said the country wasnota  bea , S ThePalacealsostressed
dumpsite for other na- Last week, the Presi-  that the President’s de-
tions” garbage. dent threatened to V:Ee mand was “non-negotia-
He was reading from war”onCanadaifitwould  ple” and that Canada’s
his prepareds 'when ot retrieve containers of  inactionwillend de-
he veered off-topic upon ~ garbage shipped to Ma-  cadesofbilateral relations
saying the words, “patri- nila in 2013 and 2014.  wijthManila.
otic fervor.” Duterte vowed to sail On Sunday, Duterte
“Together, let us nur-  to Canada to throw the reiterated that the Philip-
ture the talents and patri-  trashhimself,addingthat  pines was nobody’s gar-
oticfervorofouryouthso hewoulddumpfivetrucks Eage dump, and that Fili-
that... See, patriotic fer- of garbage at the Canadi-  pinos were not “scaven-
vor. There are about 200 an embassy in Manila.

containers there sent by

Canada vowed to re-

gers” for other people’s
trash.

Canada, wearebeingtreat-  Solve the matter amid a “Donot.., Wearenota
ed like a dumpsite,” Du- ~ court order directing the  garbage dump. TheFilipi-
terte said Sunday after- importer toship the trash  nos are not scavengers.
noon. back to Canada. Canada ~ And you do that to us as

Recalling his threat to ~ didnotsay whenitwould ~ Jamwonttodo... I'mlike
ship back Canada’s gar- take back the garbage. this, T will really offend

bage, headded: “Twill tell
them to load it onto ships

In response, Mala-

canang said Canada’s re-

ed.

you,” the President add-
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Canada tinaningan sa basura

Binigyan na lamang ng isang Linggo ni Pangu-

long Rodrigo Duterte ang Canada upang kunin ang
“kanilang basura dabhil, kung hind;, itatambak ito ng

Pangulo sa kanilang beach. -

“Sabihin ko sa—sabihin mo sa kanila i-karga ko
‘yan next week. ‘Pag hindi ninyo tinanggap ‘yang
bagura ninyo, ibubuhos ko ‘yan doon sa magan-
dang beach ninyo. T— i—... Do not... We are nota
garbage dump here,” wika ng| Pangulo 'samensahe.
nito sébpénlhg caremonies ng Palarong Pambansa
2019 sa Davao City.

Aniya hindi tambakan 1 ng basura ang P:ltplnas at ‘

hindi basurero ang mga Filipino.”

" The Filipinos are not scavengers. And you dothat |

to us as |—as | am wont to do, ganun ako, nagba-
r ;t_ao w]ka pani Duterte.

ech lamang ang banta ni

“ladang basu
~ Idiniinr

ng Pangulo para’f(unl ng Ganada ang"ﬁ:hmlang-

basdia.{RudyA ndal)

Sidontial Spokesman Sal-

i r kikipag-giyera sa Canada
kapag,higdl mnuh?uaﬁMi%ﬁng daang tone- |
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Earthquake, typhoon, _
and other calamities |

It doesn’t take a'genius to know that talk is
cheap and promises are often not kept. Being a
voter here in the Philippines should have already
opened our eyes to that stark reality. So, despite
other issues I may have with the president, I think

'he was spot on when he set a two-week deadline

for Canada to pick up the garbage they sent to
our country. Honestly — why would they even do
that to begin with? We are not a garbage dump,
and for them to treat us like one is disrespectful
to say the least (and illegal). -
I believe President Duterte has everyone’s sup-

port as far as this issue is concerned and the Ca-
nadian ambassador was most likely quite rattled

by the remarks the president made regarding the

garbage removal. Hopefully they finally come to
their senses and address this issue. There is no

they illegally sent here posthaste.
2 o 5

other solution but remoying the garbage which
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Heaps of garbage left in grandstand
after ‘Palaro opemng ceremony

DAVAQO CITY — Plaétic bott!es and
other thrash were left in the bleachers
of the newly-opened football stadiumof
the Davao City-UP Mmdanao Sports
complex after the opening ceremony of
the 62nd Palarong Pambansa (N ational
Games) here on Sunday.

The stadium was packed with

' thousands of ws:tors  cheering for the

student-athletes from the country’s 17
regions during the two-hour parade,
but the unpleasant sight of waste seat-

‘tered in the bleachers was revealed
after the opemng ceremony. :

- The garbage mostly plastic bottles,
plastichags, empty packs of junk food,

!

food packs, and even ﬂaglets of the

Palarong Pambansa were scattered

even as trash bins were provided

around the sports complex for the

proper waste disposal.

- The C1ty Government, of Davao
has an existing Ecological Solid Waste
Management Ordinance, which “pro-
hibits littering, scattering, throwmg,
and dumping of wastes in public
places.”

The ordinance. wlnchwas appmved
on Feb. 10, 2010, ‘when President Ro-

drigo R. Duterte was still the mayor of

Davao City, also prohibits open burning
of solid waste, non-segregation of solid
waste, and open dumping and burymg
of solid waste in flood-prone areas.
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It aims to_jumpétart discussions on whether generations to
come will still get to enjoy or experience the wonders of the

ocearn

The Cultural Center of the Philippines
presents a reworking of the “Dead Whale”
for its 2019 Earth Day Outdoor Installation
beginning 25 April at the CCP Frent Lawn,
aimed at urging more people to talk
about what can be done regarding plastic
pollution.

For the CCP’s “The Cry of the Dead
Whale" installation, a new element was
added — a dead baby whale inside the
belly of the dead whale. A representation
of the millennials — the generation that
will inherit the future of our oceans, it is
both a statement and a question directed
at the target audience, It aims to jumpstart
discussions on whether generations to
come will still get to enjoy or experience
the wonders of the ocean. It wants people
to ask questions such
as: “Will our -

~ execution that effectively

marine animals, particularly our whale, g0
extinet soon?” or “Will our grandsons and
granddaughters ever get to know living sea
creatures?” or “What can I do?” or “Am I
ready to give up plastic?” or “Where can
[ start?”

A supposed “dead whale” was seen on
the shores of Naic, Cavite, on 11 May 2017,
which was in fact an art installation. What
looked like a dead whale from afar was
really made of plastic waste up close.

The Philippines ranks third in the list
of countries with the most plastic wastes
going into the oceans. To address the issue,
and with a very limited budget, the strategy
taken was a disruptive, monumental

} ‘n"?,. o

spread the message on the worsening case
of plastic pollution. The sculpture was
unveiled on the shores of one of the most
polluted water bodies in the country — the
Manila Bay.

The original “Dead Whale” installation
in Cavite, a collaboration
between

THE Cry of the Dead Whale” will be on view unil 26 May at the CCP.

a non-governmental environmental

organization and
Jayme Syfu led by its
director Biboy Royong,
displayed for only three ,
days and was dismantled

Dentsu
creative
‘was

8 immediately to prevent the plastic waste
, - used from going info the ocean. Mounting

th_e "I_)ead Whale” for a longer period of time
will give more people a chance to experience
what it might feel like to encounter, or be
confronted by, a decomposing whale
victimized by the increasing presence of
plastic in our oceans. :

3 “The Cry of the Dead Whale” may be
viewed at the front lawn of CCP until 26
May.

For more information, contact the Visual
Arts and Museum Division, Production and
Exhibition Department at (632) 832-1125 loc.
1504/ 1505 and (632) 832-3702, 09176033809,
email cep.exhibits@gmail.com or visit
www.culturalcenter.gov.ph.

WARNING issued:
The gigantic art
installation aims
to remind future

generations of the

impact of plastic
pollution.
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No need for China consent to declare Pag-asa as marine protected area

THERE is no need for the
Philippine government to
ask Chinese consent in
declaring Pag-asa Island
and Eastern Kalayaan in
the West Philippine Sea as
marine protected areas,
Malacafiang said Mon-
day.

“No. What do you
mean consent? As far as
we are concerned, that's
ours. You don’t have to
ask any consent from any-
one,” Presidential
Spokesperson Salvador

Panelo said in a Palace
briefing.

Panelo’s statement
came following National
Security Adviser Hermo-
genes Esperon Jr’s state-
ment that the govern-

ment was looking into the

possibility of declaring
Pag-asa Island (Thitu Is-
land) and Ayungin Shoal
(Second Thomas Shoal)
in the West Philippine as
marine protected areas
(MPAs).

Panelo said that a dec-

laration of MPAs might
irritate China, which’
claims almost all of the
South China Sea.

In 2016, the Philip-
pines sealed a historic win
with the United Nations-
backed arbitral tribunal
in The Hague, which in-
validated Beijing’s sweep-
ing claims to almost all of
the South China Sea.

- China, however, has
refused to recognize this
ruling. 4

“The will be another

irritant,” Panelo said re-
ferring to the declaration

. of MPAs.

“Ang mangyayari
niyan, if you declare a
particular stand and they
will declare another
stand, oh di may dead-
lock, oh di mag-uusap na
naman tayo,” he added.

The Philippines and
China have chosen to set-
tle the maritime dispute

‘through the Bilateral

Consultation Mechanism
on the South China Sea
established in 2016.
Irritants

President Rodrigo
Duterte, meanwhile, de-
scribed the continued
Chinese aggression in the
West Philippine Sea as
“irritants,” including the
swarming of Chinese
maritime militia in the

Philippine-occupied Pag-

asa Island.
Panelo said Duterte

.mentioned this to Chi-

nese President Xi Jinping
during their bilateral
meeting in Beijing on

- April 25.

“The President said

there have been irritants -

because of that ruling,”
Panelo said, referring to

il

the United Nations-
backed arbitral tribunal
in The Hague, which in-
validated Beijing’s sweep-

ing claims to almost all of

the South China Sea but
China chose to ignore.

He said Duterte men-
tioned that “there have
been irritants arising
from the ruling and there
will be challenges.”

' While Duterte did not
specifically mention the
series of incidents in the
disputed sea, Panelo ex- -
plained what the President
meant by “irritants”

“What the President
raised were ‘the irritants’
So it refers to everything
there — from the pres-
ence of the ships, from
the alleged harassment,
all of that... those irri-
tants,” he said.

Before his fourth Chi-
na trip, the Philippines
has filed diplomatic
protests against China for
its incursions into the -
West Philippine Sea, in-
cluding the presence of
Chinese maritime militia
near Pag-asa Island,
which is within the coun-
try’s exclusive economic
zone. —Inquirer.net
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DBP launches’Linis’program

E Development Bank of

the Philippines (DBP) has
launched a new financing facility
aimed at assisting private firms
and public entities, including lo-

cal government units (LGUs) and

water districts in the development
of water treatment and sanitation
facilities, to comply with existing
environmental regulations, a se-
nior official said.

DBP president and chief execu-
tive officer Emmanuel Herbosa
said DBP's Lending Initiatives
for Sanitation (Linis) program
is the bank’s contribution to the
government’s efforts to achieve

universal access to sanitation

by increasing the compliance of
establishments with relevant laws

such as the Clean Water Act of
2004 and Presidential Directive
No. 2018-0081. ;
“The DBP Linis program is in-
tended to help private companies,
water districts, cooperatives and
LGUs comply with environmental
rules particularly in the establish-
ment of waste water treatment

facilities,” Herbosa said. “We are

one with government in ensuring
water quality in all parts of the
country.”

DBP is the 8th largest bank in
the country and providesloans to
strategic sectors of the econgmy
including the environment. The
bank financed several water
sanitation projects including the
Boracay waste water treatment

facility of Boracay Island Water
Company Inc., as well as the
Paranaque sewerage treatment
plant (STP) of Maynilad Water
-Services Inc..

Under the program, eligible
entities can borrow from DBP

* to finance septage and sewerage

system projects as well as waste
water collection, transport,
treatment and disposal of target
borrowers such as LGUs, water
districts, hospitals, service pro-
viders, participating financial
institutions, cooperatives and
associations. :
Herbosa said the program fea-
tures a cost sharing scheme for
septage and sewerage projects of
LGUs under the National Sewer-

age and Septage Management
Program (NSSMP), where DBP
could finance up to 100’ percent
of the validated total project cost

* of the LGU counterpart, subject to

certain conditions. '
He 'said target beneficiaries
for the cost sharing scheme are
the 17 highly urbanized cities
(HUCs) outside Metro Manila,
all non-HUGs, and first-class mu--
nicipalities. ;
“For LGUs and water district
projects not covered by the NS-
SMP, the maximum loan amount
shall be up.to 100 percent of the

validated total project cost,” Her- :

bosa said.
For more information, visit
www.dbp.ph
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CDO TREE
PLANTING.

In line with its
commitmentto
environmental
sustainability, property
developer Pueblo de
Oro Development
Corp,, and the ICCP
Group Foundation
conduct a tree
planting activity in the
40-hectare Pueblo de
Oro Urban Rainforest,
which the company
maintains in its
township in Cagayan
de Oro City. PDO
employees were joined
by the Archdiocese

of Cagayan de Oro,
represented by
members of the
Laudato Si and Faith
and Light communities,
parishioners from

the St. Francis Xavier
Chaplaincy of Pueblo
de Oro who have
heeded Pope Francis’
call to'Care for Our
Common Home'

They planted cacao
seedlings distributed
by Cagayan de Oro's
Agricultural Office that
also aims to'establish
an instructional

and pilot nursery,
products of which
would be dispersed to
constituent farmers.




