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Earth Day is ti

11tt1e things to

celebration

were encouraged tg ponder on
what they can do to help address

recurring ecolo%‘f‘F‘l problems,

especially the declining population
of animal species. '

“We have an ub ation to take
care of this planet we all share and
Earth Day is'a time to start

thinking more about the environ-
ment and all the little things we
can do to make the world a better

place,” Department ( Envu'onment ;

and Natural Resources (DENR)
Secretary Roy Clmatu said.

Over one billion people in more
than 190 countries were expected
to take part in the
the 49th anniversary
makmg it the largest civic obser-
vanece in the world This year’s
theme is “Protect Oglr Species.”

Cimatu said that the Earth Day
2019 theme was a E"::mder that

keeping the planet from destruc-
tion also means actively working
on slowing down the decline of
the country’s thrjatened and

endangered species such as the

't :Phlhppmhs joined the'
rest of the world in
of Earth Day (Apnl 22), Filipinos

e to think of
ake world

- Cimatu

Philippine monkey, ﬂymg lemur,
giant flying fox and tars1er

*  Hepointedo was in-
deed timely as i coun yjust wit-
nessed a series of law enforcement

sive seizures of live wild animals
and arrest of wildlife criminals —
proof that the Philippines remains
steadfast on its commitment to
fighting illegal wildlife trade that

the brink of extinction. |
According to Cimatu, protect-
ing the environment was not the
sole responsibility of the govern-
ment because the general public,

|l too, must also do their part.

He noted that there were sim-
ple ways people can help to protect
the environment like conserving
water and energy, patronizing
cleaner fuel or taking public trans-
port, and practicing proper waste
management.

The local celebration of Earth
Day 2019 will be held on April
24 and 28. The first one will take
place at the Ninoy Aquino Parks
and Wildlife Center in Quezon
City with DENR and Earth Day
Network Philippines Inc. (EDNPI)
organizing the event.

operatlons that resulted in mas--

is driving endangered species to .
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DENR chief to Filipinos:

A. Cimatu on Monday urged

Filipinos to reflect on the most
pressingecological problemsfacingthe
world todayand thinkof whattheycan
do to save the planet.

In a statement released in time for
the celebration of Earth Day on Mon-
day (April 22), Cimatu said Filipinos
are obliged to take care of the planet.

Over1billion peoplein more than
190 countries were expected to take
part in the celebration of the 49th
anniversary of Earth Day, making
it the largest civic observance in the
world. This year’s theme is “Protect
Our Species.”

“We have an obligation to take
care of this planet we all share and
Earth Day is a great time to start
thinking more about the environ-
ment and all the little things we can
do to make the world a better place,”
Cimatu said. !

Cimatu said the Earth Day 2019
theme is a reminder that keeping the
planet from destruction also means
actively working on slowing down the
declineof the country’s threatened and
endangered species suchasthe Philip-
pinemonkey, flyinglemur, giant flying
fox and tarsier.

The DENR chief said the Philip-
pines remains steadfast on its com-
mitment to fight illegal wildlife trade
that is driving endangered species to
the brink of extinction.

AccordingtoCimatu, protecting the
environmentisnotthesoleresponsibil-
ity of the government because the gen-

E NVIRONMENT Secretary Roy

er:il public, too, mustalso dotheirpart.

He noted that|there are simple
ways people can help to protect the
environment like fonserving water
andenergy, patronigingcleanerfuelor
talqngpubhc transpprt, and practicing
proper waste management.

ﬁ‘Being more environmentally con-
scigus is the right thiing to do. Living a
more eco-friendly 1
create a sustainable planet and miti-
gate the effects of climate change and
global warming,” Cilnatu said.

Marking the celebration of Earth
Day with protest action, the Pam-
bansang Lakas ng ilusang Mama-
malakaya ng Pilipinas (Pamalakaya)
and Kalikasan-Peo e’s Network for
the Environment (Kalikasan-PNE)
on Monday trooped|to the DENR to
protestwhattheydescribeas “silence”

Philippine Sea.

Themassive destr
of land reclamatio }, came side by
side with the allege destruction of
thousands of acres of coral reefs via
giant clams harvesting in the dis-
puted territory.

During the prote
National Chairma
cap said the DENR, t
should be in the fron
ing theresource-rich
Sea from foreign-instj

ction,informs

t, Pamalakaya
Fernando Hi-
hrough Cimatu,

line of protect-
est Philippine
gated environ-

mental plunder.
Instead, Pamalakayalamented that
the DENR haskept mum amid reports

iHeIp save planet Earth

of continuing Chinesereclamationand
illegal poaching as part of its occupa-
tion of almost the entire South China
Sea, including 80 percent of the West
Philippine Sea.

40,000 acres of reefs have already
been decimated courtesy of China’s
aggressive usurpation of our marine
waters, and yet, the DENR is not do-
ing anything to impose its existing
conservation laws and policies to pro-
tect the West Philippine Sea and its
biodiversity. We haven't even heard
anysinglestatement of condemnation
from Secretary Roy Cimatu who fails
to fulfill the mandates entrusted to
him,” Hicap said.

Pamalakaya said Cimatu is law-
fully and politically obliged to issue
a strong statement lambasting the
People’s Republic of China (PRC), as
well as President Duterte for inflict-
ing environmental catastrophe in the
West Philippine Sea.

“Asatopenvironment chief, we ex-
pect Cimatu tobe themostvocal critic
of environmental plunder brought
about by Chinese incursion and the
Dutertegovernment’s defeatiststand,
but apparently, Cimatu doesn’t have
the courage to assert our sovereign
rights to Chinain the name of defend-
ing the rich ecosystem of West Philip-
pine Sea,” added Hicap.

“Wearenotjustbeingrobbed of our
precious yet endangered giant clams,
Filipinofishersarealsobeing curtailed
ofrighttolivelihoodand freedom of ac-
cesstotheircommon fishinggrounds,”
he said. Jonathan L. Mayuga
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of the world in the' ﬁj_
Earth Day yesterday,
encouraged to ponder on what they
can do to help add recurring
ecological problems especially
the declining popuiau n of animal
species. l

“We have an obligation to take
care of this planet e all share
and Earth Day is a great time
to start thinking more about the
environment and all the little things
we can do to make the world
a better place,” Department of
Environment and Natural Resources
Secretary Roy Gimatu

Over one billion peg
than 190 countries were
to take part in the celebration
of the 4Sth anniversary of Earth
Day, making it the lﬁrgest civic

s Pinoys
animals

: bservance in the world. This year's
heme is “Protect Our Species.”

| Cimatu said the Earth Day 2019
-E eme is a reminder that keeping
ne planet from destruction also
eans actively working on slowing

down the decline of the counl:ys

f live wild animals and atrrest
wildlife criminals — proof that

" its commitment to fighting
illegal wildlife trade that is driving
efjdangered species to the brink of
extinction. (Ellalyn Ruiz)

le Philippines remains steadfast
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Protect marine life,
ecosystems — Oceana

THE Philippines is
gractlca]ly an ocean, a
ody of water with
only about 10 percent
of its territory in
groups of islands. The
country stands as the
center of the world’s
marine biodiversity.
In observance of the
Earth Day commemora-
tion mday, internatis
non-government advoca-
cy group, Oceana Philip-
pines exhorted govern-
ment and stakeholders to

continue to work for the

protection of marine life
and other ecosystems
connected to it.

“Let’s observe Earth
Day in the Philippines

with the end in view of

stopping all dump-and-fill
projects on our coasts that

expand our land area
for so-called development
projects that harm eco-
systems and impair the
quality of life of Filipino
communities. These
projects. will kill man-
groves and bury our cor-
al reefs, sea grass and
other marine habitats

that millions of our fish-

erfolk are dependent on
for their livelihood,” said
Atty. Gloria Estenzo Ra-

mos, Oceana Philippines

Vice President.

Ramos emphaslz d
that the ﬁsherles man-
agement areas system 'is
now in place with fis
ies grounds delineat d
into 12 areas. These
uphold comprehens
science-based and peo| ]ae-
centered fisheries man-
agement as conservat:on
measures to protect k
mmne'hnbﬂiatsiand tht

vastly thmahned

resources become

cal development. All
ing these destructi
dump-and-fill projects
thin the fishen

with pnvaﬁe sect.or ‘
civil s :
mcludmg ﬁsherfo 1
g'mud pi’ !aunched ad
ed action to stop dump
and fill projects that are
set to be built in the dift
ferent parts of histori¢
and biodiversity-rich Ma-
nila Bay.

Ramos emphasize

that the fisheries man-

agement areas system &

now in place|with fisher-
i | delineated
into 12 are@s. These
uphold comprehensive,
science-based land people-
eries man-

agement as @
measures t;o f

unreporte g. These
ensure that our rich but
vastly threatened marine

caI develdp -" Allow-

ing these destructive
dump-and-fill projects
within the fisheries man-
agement areas is anathe-
ma to the reasons why
the FMA system was es-
tablished.

Earlier, Oceana, along
with private sector and
civil society organizations
including fisherfolk
groups, launched a united
action to stop dump and
fill pmjects that are set to

‘be built in the different

parts of hlstenc
versity-rich

d- blqdl

a Bay.

“Let’s echo our Earth
Day message to reach the
proponents of these
dump-and-fill projects
that undoubtedly are eco-
logically disastrous activi-
ties. They should listen to
the voices of communi-
ties, environmental advo-
cates, private and civil
society sectors because
these pose a food securi-
ty 1551;?1 azfld ﬁlm-
prive of us e
our artisanal ﬁsherfolk of

their &wmg a% susﬁe-.

nance,
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LASTIC waste is a growing concern in

the Philippines, which is the third higgest

contributor of unmanaged plastic in the
ocean. The report found that on average, F111pmos
release 2.7 million metric tons of plastic waste into
the ocean every year, with 560,000 metric tons of
plastic waste coming from Metro Manila alone.

In celebration of Earth Day on April 22, many brands—big
or small-—continue to assist in the fight against plastic waste.

Meals in stainless steel

Stainless steel bento box brand Vaya offers everyday prod-
ucts that ensure people enjoy fresh meals on the go sans the
need for disposable. flimsy, and non-biodegradable contain-
ers that can compromise the quality of food.

A lunchbox full of innovation, the Vaya Tyffyn allows us-
ers to pack a multi-course meal that stays fresh for up to six
hours. Stylish and leak-resistant, it comes in three different
sizes: 600ml (two containers). 1,000ml (three containers),
and 1,300ml (four containers).

The brand also carries a reusable cup. Vaya Dlynk is a

sustainable and high-quality bottle that easily fits in a bag.
It claims to be able to keep drinks hot for up to 12 hours,
and cold for 18 haurs. It is available in two sizes: 350ml and
600ml, and comes with two different lid options to enjoy a
wide variely of beverages.

Finally, Vaya Preserve is a sleek vacuum-insulated food
storage/carrying container that serves as a handy meal
carrier for one-pot meals and can store ingredients to
ensure freshness for a long time. It comes in two sizes,
300ml and 500ml.

Drinks in reusable cups

American coffeehouse chain Starbucks alse encourages
reusability and inspires its customers to make sustainable
choices with the launch of reusable hot and cold cups in the
Philippines starting April 22

The reusable cup is nearly identical to Starbucks’ icon-
ic white cup and is made from polypropylene, a plastic
which is widely accepted into global recyeling infrastruc-
ture. The new reusable cups are designed to make the cup
sturdier than paper and is a more sustainable approach to
single-use packaging.

As Starbucks continues to work toward creating a more
sustainable planet, it also empowers others to join the cause
and help organizations with the same vision. Today until
April 26, customers who bring in their reusable cups, per-
sonal tumblers or mugs of at least 160z. in size or higher will
be given the option to donate their P5 cup discount to their
choice of environmental organization from the given NGO
partners. Those who will donate will receive a complimen-
tary upsize.

Customers may choose between the World Wildlife Fund
Philippines or the Haribon Foundation, two organizations
dedicated to preserving life and nature. By the end of the
promo, Starbucks commits to shoulder the amount needed to
match the donations between the two organizations.

Globally, an estimated 600 billion paper and plastic cups
are distributed annually. According to the company, Star-
bucks cups only account for around 1 percent of that total,
yet it is committed to bring more sustainable solutions to re-
duce waste,

Since 2014, Starbucks has offered the reusable cup in the
U.S., Canada and the U.K. and so far the company has sold
more than 25 million globally.

Last year, Starbucks also announced its goal of removing
all plastic straws in its store globally by 2020.

In the Philippines, the coffee brand has also begun
taking steps towards this goal with the Skip the
Straw initiative. At local stores, customers are
offered to skip the straws, disposable utensils
and napkins for their orders and are provided
more sustainable options including specially
designed sipping lids and compostable straws.

Stainless steel
Vaya Tyffyn
lunchbox
keeps
meals
fresh up
ta six
hours.
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Coffeehouse chain Starbucks customers are offered to skip the
straws, and disposable utensils and napkins.

Starbucks reusablr cup for hot beverages

“We've seen an increase in public awareness
and concern for the plastic waste issue
in recent years. We're proud to provide a
reusable option in all Starbucks stores in
the Philippines without making sacrific-
es to our customers’ daily coffee needs,”
said Keith Cole, head of marketing, cat-
egory and QA, Starbucks Philippines.
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By DELON PORCALLA
S S R D A

An environmentalist par-
ty-list group initiated yester-
day efforts to fight climate
change by planting 10 mil-
lion trees in celebration of
this year’s Earth Day as it
reaffirmed its commitment
“to invest in the ecological
sustainability of future gen-

10 M reompage

Luntiang Pilipinas’ commitment to pur-
sue legislation that will have a positive
impact on the country’s environment
and will benefit generations of Filipinos,”
the former reporter, who hails from the
province, added. '

The party-list group was established in
1998 by Sen. Loren Legarda, who is now
on her third and last term as senator and
who is running to represent the legislative
district of Antique.

Ubac revealed they recently held two
major tree-planting activities, one in Mas-
bate City and another in the main campus
of the Polytechnic University of the Philip-

pines in Sta. Mesa, Manila.
He said Lun-

tiang Pilipinas has
shown that such
a program is “do-
able,” as the group

is responsible for

planting and grow-
ing two million

trees in 33 prov- |

inces, 28 cities and
84 municipalities
across the country.

“One of our four
pillars that serve
as a roadmap for
achieving resiliency
is a re-greening pro-
gram gzeaf inv%?vea
tree-growing,
school-based veg-

etable gardening/

gulayan sa paara-

10Mt

ees planted

to mark Earth Day

llipinas.

Turn to

lan and backyard |
explained. .

“We should go beyond commemorat-
ing Barth Day; carihg for the environ-
ment is a year-rount commitment that
requires us to be prdactive in our efforts
to restore ecological balance in our coun-
try — and Luntiang Filipinas’ program to
plant 10 million treesfin our country is our
contribution to this effort.”

Luntiang Pilipinas is vying to be the
first green party in the House of Repre-
sentatives. It has beerf endorsed by Senate
President Vicente Sgtto III and Aksyon
Demokratiko, the pdrty founded by the
late senator Raul Ro

Meanwhile, Sec
of the "Department df Environment and
Natural Resources (IENR) has urged the
public to live a more gco-friendly lifestyle.

“Being more enyironmentally con-
‘'scious|is the right tifing 'to do. Living a
‘more eco-friendly Hfestyle could help

ardening,” Ubac

4 ‘éary Roy Cimatu

creaté a sustainable planet and mitigate
the effects of climatd change and global
W " he said

He asked Filipinod to pause and reflect
on themost pressing cological problems
facing the world todqy and think of what
"tl_1ey can do, to save the planet.

“We have an obligation to take care of
this planet we all shage, and Earth Day is a
‘great time te start thirfking more aboutthe -

‘environment and alljthe little things we
can do to make the world a better place,”
the DENR chief added.

Over one billion geople in more than
190 countries were expected to take partin
49th anniversary of
Earth Day, making itlthe largest civic ob-

servarﬁﬁe in the world. This year’s theme

t keep on growing, outliving
jost, if not all of us,” said for-
er journalist Michael Ubac,
st nominee of Luntiang

“The seedlings symbolize

Page 2

is “Protect Our Species.”

Cimatu said the Earth Day 2019 theme
is a reminder that keeping the planet from
destruction also means actively working
on slowing down the decline of the coun-
try’s threatened and endangered species
such as the Philippine monkey, flying
lemur, giant flying E)x and tarsier.

This is timely, he added, as the country
just witnessed a series of law enforcement
operations that resulted in seizures of live
wild animals and arrest of wildlife crimi-
nals, proof that the Philippines remains
steadfast in its commitment to fighting
illegal wildlife trade that is driving endan-
gered species to the brink of extinction.

According to Cimatu, protecting the
environment is not the sole responsibility
of the government because the general
public must also do its part, as he cited
the simple things people can do to help
protect the environment, which include
conserving water and energy, patronizing
cleaner fuel or taking public transport and
practicing proper waste management.

The local celebration of Earth Day
2019 will be held on April 24 and 28.
The first one will take place at the Ninoy
Aquino Parks and Wildlife Center in
Quezon City with DENR and Earth
Day Network Philippines Inc., which
have lined up the events that include
the signing of an agreement for tree
planting activities between the DENR
and Couples for Christ; launching of the
search for model barangays and “green”
corporations; on-the-spot painting and

oster-making contests and Earth Day
estival bazaar and exhibit.

— With Rhodina Villanueva, Em-
manuel Tupas
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On Earth Day,
ecogroup
vows to plant
10-m trees

By Maricel V. Cruz
and Rio N. Araja

i .
A GROUP of envimnmlpnt advocates
on Monday said it will start the plant- |
ing of 10-million trees in the country’s
most denuded areas as its project for
this year’s celebration of Earth Day.

Luntiang Pilipinas convener Mi-
chael Ubac said the project is meant to
reaffirm the group’s commitment “to
invest in the ecological sustainability
of future generations.” |

Ubac said that the grohp organized
in 1998 by Senator Loren Legarda
recently held two major tree-planting
activities, one in Masbate City in the
Bicol Region and another in the main
campus of the Polytechni University
of the Philippines. !

“We planted Narra s dlings in
Masbate that would takc-TgO years-to
fully mature or keep on growing, out-
living most if not all of us,” said Ubac.

“The seedlings symbolize Lun-
tiang Pilipinas’ commitment to pursue
legislation that will have a positive
impact on the country’s é%]vironment
and will benefit genemtiqqs of Filipi-
nos,” he added. |

Ubac said that such a program
is “doable,” and the grou_ﬂ,f targets to
plant and nourish two-million trees in
33 provinces, 28 cities, and|84 towns.

“One of our four pillars that serve
as a roadmap for achieving resiliency
s a regreening program that involves
tree-growing, school-based vegetable
gardening/gulayan sa paaralan, and
backyard gardening,” said Ubac.

rating Earth Day; caring for the envi-
ronment is a year-round commitment
that requires us to be proactive in our
efforts to restore ecological balance in
our country—and Luntiang Pilipinas’
program to’plant 10-million trees in
our country is our contribution to this
effort.” i it
- The local celebration of Earth Day
2019 will be held on April 24 and
April 28,

Meanwhile, Department of Envi-
ronment and Natural Resources Sec-
retary Roy Cimatu urged the people to
think of ways to save the planet.

As the nation joined the rest of
the world in observing Earth Day on
Monday, he called on the Filipinos to
pause and reflect on the most pressing
ecological problems facing the world
and think of what they can do to save
the planet.

“We should go beyond commemo--
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Target para sa next generation

Makapagtanim ng 10-M puno

TARGET ng Luntiangll growing, outliving most if

Pilipinas partylist na |
makapagtanim ng 10 mily- |
ong puno para sa mga
susunod na henerasyon bi-
lang bahagi ng pagdiri-
wang ng Earth Day. Il
Ayon kay Michael |
Ubac, first nominee ng
partylist group, inilunsad
nila ang tree planting activ-|
ities sa Masbate City, Bicol
at main campus ng Poly-
technic University of the
Philippines kamakailan.
“We planted Narra
seedlings in Masbate that
would take 100 years to
fully mature or keep on

not all of us,”fani Ubac,
“The seedlings|symbolize
Luntiang Pilipinas’ com-
mitment to pursue legisla-
tion that will hdve a posi-
tive impact on the coun-
try's environment and will
benefit generatigns of Fil-
ipinos.”
| Sinabi ni Ubdc na bago
‘. pa man tumakbd ang Lun-

tiang Pilipinas ayj nakapag-
| tanim na ito ngjldalawang
‘ milyong purfo sa 33
| probinsya, 28 si
| munisipalidad,
|~ “We should

commemoratiwg Earth

Day; caring for the envi-
ronment is a year-round
commitment that requires
us to be proactive in our
efforts to restore ecological
balance in our coun-
try—and Luntiang Pilip-
inas’ program to plant ten
million trees in our coun-
try is our contribution to
this effort”

Ang Luntiang Pilipinas
ay itinayo ni Sen. Loren
Legarda noong 1998.
Iniendorso ito ni Senate
President Tito Sotto IIT at
Aksyon Demokratiko, ang
partido ni Sen. Raul Roco.
— Leifhilly Begas
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INIHAYAG ni Luntiang

Pilipinas Party-list 1st
nominee Michael Ubac
ang kahandaang mag-
tanim ng sampung mil-
yong puno sa bansa at
mamarkahan ng party-
list ang ‘Earth Day’ sa
muling pagpapatibay sa
pangako na mag-invest
sa ecological sustain-
ability ng  future ge-
neration.
Ibinunyag din ni
Ubac na ang grupo na

itinatag noong 1998 ni

Sen. Loren Legarda ay
nagdaos kamakailan
lamang ng dalawang
malaking tree planting
activity, isa sa Masbate
City sa Bicol at sa main
campus ng Polytechnic
University of the Phi-
lippines (PUP) sa Sta.
Mesa, Maynila.

“We planted Narra
seedlings in Masbate
that would take 100

years to fuﬂ mature or
keep on growing, out-
living most E not all of
us,” ani Ubae.

“The seedlings sym-
bolize Lun iang Pili-
pinas’ con}'m:tment to
pursue leg 1

Luntiang
Pilipinas n kayang-
k.ayang ga n ang pro-

buong bansa.
“One of [’;our four

pillars that serve as

a goadmap for achie-

" resﬂlency is a re-
gret nmg program that
in ]ves tree-growing,
s .. -based vegetable
garflening/gulayan sa
paal Falan, and backyard
gargening,” paliwanag
pa 1 i Ubac.

Ang Luntiang Pili-
‘pinas ang kauna-una-
hang green party sa
Kamara at inindorso ni
Senate President Vi-
cente ‘Tito’ Sotto III at
Aksyon Demokratiko
na itinatag ng namaya-
pang si Sen. Raul Roco.
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programs.

enguet
join
E-‘ rth ay

, Benguet —A cleanup of
the Baye kbok Falls m el fired off

‘Day in this provi
A Holy Mass was also c¢lebrated by
the residents along with the officials of
the municipal government| on Monday

'[- of Paterno and Bengaongao
were closed to public visitors and

while, in relation to gnvi nment_

Academy/ for Science and echnology
and the D epartment of Sgience and
Technology Cordillera will hold a Luzon
al Scientific Meeting ffom 24 to 25

Participants will disguss ways
e plastic wastes, ensure
sustainable marine food security
and sustainable educatibn, talent
develogﬂ ent and retenfion &
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DI?WH set to
! Mamla
THE [ ent o

and Highways will dg

amphibious dredging

ay

ploy two huge
hines to! beef

upthscleamngopemnomeﬂabay
which is e completed by
July 2019.

Pulﬂic wm'ks ersecreta Emjl

i Isaidthe rin '_-|[ w'ﬂlalsodcploy

four amphibious excavators and debris

: to remove fons of debris,

s and other solid wastes along the
15k110me0ermof arjila Bay.

, who is alsq head of the

ent’s Teclmical Serviees and

Unifi Project nent  Office

Watermnstcr Classic

operahqn," he said.
Public Works

launched the

the two units - of

not relax and instead we|beefed up our

DWH d&llll:mg

Public Works
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a| ng pagsisikap ng ating
hin ang mukha ng Ma-
bti nitong anyo na mali-
g ghanapbuhayan nang
gyon o lason.

ga bakod sa Baywalk,
, Bay ang libo-libong
ta, Manila.

lusungan na lugar ang
Baseco Beach. '

nalmam11 syal sa Lun
Kasama sa mga n
dalam%sigan din ng
Dating napakarumji ang mga lugar na ito. $
Bukod sa mga basurang plastik at iba pa
na nakikita sa mga lugar na nabanggit, na- ¢
n at mapolugyon din ang tubig dahil
mi- ng tao at kémikal na galing sa mga
pabrika, ospital, restpran at iba pa. .
Nanggagaling ang mga basura, polusyon
A {a mula sa mga tubo ng
lisimyento at ilog, estero

irektang jtinatapon ng
Lottler at mangingisda sa
Katira ang mga ito sa iba-

jtayo sa mga dalampasi-

libo-libong informal
Manila Bay dahil na
baw ng lawa o nak
gan nito.

Sa mga panimulg
halaan, sa pangu
Environment and Na
daman na ng tao 3
nis na kapaligiran.

Nasimulan ito saj Boracay at sinundan ito
sa iba pang touris spots at dahil sa tagum-
pay rito, naririyan ang malaking tiwala nga-
yon ng tao na magtatagumpay rin ang bagong
Battle of Manila Bay para maging malinis ito
na pd’syalan at paghanabuhayan.

Sana, matutunar] talaga ng lahat ang ma-
kipagtulungan sa »amahalaan na malinis ang
ating kapaligiran gara na rin sa kapakanan

LE?. lﬂ'lat.

ng tagumpay ng pama-
guna ng Department of
ural Resources, nararam-
g kahalagahan ng mali-

®
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I

MALASAKIT KAY
MOTHER NATURE

~ Nagtipun-tipon
kahapon, World |

Earth Day, ang mga

_ environmental groups
sa harap ng Department
‘ of Environment
and Natural

Resources upang

igiit ang pagtukoy

sa pagkakaroon

ng mga “Special
Protected Areas” sa
mga kabundukan at
karagatan sa bansa, at

‘ hilinging tugunan ang
pagsira sa kalikasan ng
paghahango ng China

. ; waa ng mga dambuhalang
YEIBTOL Breemuirs i s oL s = tulya sa West Philippine
WS L/ TEN ’ L ELTRV Y Lo \w b Sea. ALVIN KASIBAN
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Boracay group seeks

Choppers, boats with loud musnc told

By Nestor P. Burgos Jr.
@nestorburgosiNQ

ILOILO CITY—Helicopter tours
and boats blaring music on Bo-
racay Island should be regulat-
ed to avoid disrupting the bats’
natural habitat, according to a
group advocating the protec-
tion of endangered fruit bats.
Friends of the Flying Foxes
(FFF) said bats needed a 200-
meter buffer zone from their
roosting site so human activity
and loud noises would not dis-
turb their sleeping and mating
patterns, according to a letter
that the group sent to the Bora-
cay Inter-Agency Task Force,
Environment Secretary Roy
Cimatu and the Malay municipal
government in Aklan province.
The Boracay-based FFF,
which is composed of conser-
vation volunteers, also asked
the government to conduct an
environmental impact assess-
ment to determine what.caused
the dramatic decline of the bat
population on the resort island.
The helicopter tours, either
for an aerial view of Boracay’s
beaches or the whole island,
are offered online or direct
booking by various operators
to tourists, photographers and

DISAPPEARING ATTRACTION
once a main attraction in Boraca

Says. —PHOTO COURTESY OF FRIENDS O
|

-videographers. The tours cost

from Ps,300 per person for a
10-minute flight to P40,000 per
person for an houﬂong trip.

Declining pok)ulation

There were an estimated

15,000 bats in Boracay in 1986. -

But FFF said it counted only 347
bats this year, an 86-percent
drop compared to the 2,425
bats counted in April 2017, and
1,608 in March 2018,

The number of fruit bats,
,is dwindling due to
construction and tourism activit|es, a conservation group

THE FLYING FOXES

The northern hills of the
1,032-hectare island at Barangay
{{apak are home to fruit bats,
¢ommonly referred to as flying
foxes because their features re-
emble miniature dogs or foxes.
| Conservationists have iden-
ified three species of flying
oxes on the island, including
e golden-crowned flying fox
ceradon jubatus), which is en-
demic to the country but has
heen categorized as among en-

at habitat

to keep off flying foxes’ roosting site

dangered species under the In-
ternational Union for Conser-
vation of Nature Red List.

The two other species are
the giant fruit bat (Pteropus
vampyrus) and the small flying
fox (P. hypomelanus).

Bats are essential to the re-
generation of trees and the
preservation of fast-dwindling
forest cover, FFF said.

Hunting ban

In the letter, FFF president
Julia Lervik asked the govern-
ment to enforce a ban on the
hunting and killing of bats.

FFF said development activ-
ities, including the clearing of
trees, might have contributed to
the sharp decline in the bat pop-
ulation in Boracay. It has been
pushing for the declaration of
the remaining forest cover in
Yapak village as a critical habi-
tat to ensure its protection.

“We need to stop anything
that might cause us to lose even
one more bat and collect data to
support the reasons for this de-
cline. A conclusive impact that
will happen if we lose our bats or
their numbers decline further is
that we will have no potable wa-
ter, as without the bats there will
be no forest,” Lervik said. INQ
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Chinese busines

i1

BORACAY ISLAND -
Iniimbestigahan na ng pamahalaan
ang biglang pagdami ng m 1:
negosyong hawak ng mga Chinese,
sa Boracay Island. IE
_ Sa pahayag ni Boracay Inter|
Agency Rehabilitation Managememt:

Group (BIARMG) chief, Natividad

Bernardino, ndgsasagawana silang
pag-aaral kaughay ng usapin.

Posible aniyang isa sa dahilan
ng pagdami| ng mga business
establishment g mga Chinese ay ang
patuloy na pagélagsa ng mga turista sa
naturang tourigt destination.

Aktibo rin frmano ang mga travel

sa Boracay, sinisilip

operator sa China kaya marami ring
Chinese na bumibisita sa Boracay.
Nangako naman si Bernardino na
maghihigpit sila sa implementasyon
ng mga batas sa isla para na rin sa
kapakanan ng mga bumibisita sa
lugar.
Jun N. Aguirre
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47 lang Chines

"ITINANGGI ni Labor Secretary

Ayon kay Bello, pawang may

I'sa Boracax- Bello

sa Boracay g binibigyan ng

Silvestre Bello III ang ulat na arami ang mgh Chinese na- prayoridad ang mga Tsino kaysa
bumabaha na ang mga mang- tional na nagtrafrabaho sa Bo- sa mga Pilipino.
gagawang Chinese sa Boracay. cay. Sinabi ni Bello na kahit kapos
Sa ulat na ipinarating ni Bu- Sinabi ni Bellg na hindi pa- sila sa mga labor inspector, gina-
reau of Local Employment Direc- p\ayag ang kagawaran sa pag- - gawa nila ang lahat ng paraan
tor Dominque Tutay sa kalihim, pleyo ng Chingse o alinmang para maberipika ang mga na- |
mayroon lamang 151 na dayu- yuhan na makdpagtrabaho sa tatanggap nilang ulat. ;
hang manggagawa sa Boracay at a lalo na kungimay available Hinikayat din niya ang pub-
47 lamang dito ang Chinese. iz Pilipi liko na ireport sa kanilang
angang trabaho

alien employment permit, mga on.
skilled at professional ‘ang mga

nasabing Tsino. Etuloy mlang ]
ang mga Chinese

Hindi rin aniya alam kung

tanggapan kung may nakikita
silang Chinese na nagtatrabaho
sa isang pagawaan o establisim-
yento na kaya namang gawin ng
mga Pinoy. (Mina Aquino)

—_—

establishment
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San Fernando¢ fighting w
as well as mindsets
By JANVICMATEO ~ percentage of trash that goes to

SAN FERNANDO - For thi
in the heart of Pampanga, ac
ing the growing waste
goes beyond acquiring th
innovation to hit the market.

Between 2012 and 2018, the city becon

of San Fernando has decreased the

\
San Fernando

From Page 1 ﬂ

recycling. : gl

But becoming an almost litter-free city
was a long process, according to Regina
Rodriguez, ofﬁcer-m-charge.
environment and natural resot

“We are not just fighting|wa:
tells The STAR. “We are fighti
sets, culture.” !

A 2018 World Bank report revealed
that nearly two billion tons of solid waste
were generated worldwide/in 2016 - a
number that could mcreaSe 0 ) 3.4 billion

ing copntnes '

“In'low-income countrl
percent of waste is often d
unregulated dumps or ope
These practices create seripi

y burned.
us health,

safety and environmental consequences,”
the report said.

The Philippines, one of the iggest con-
tributors of plastic pollutlon e oceans,

produced over 14 million to (
2016. Only 28 percent was re¢yc]

Almost two decades since the coun—
try passed the Ecological Solid Waste

, b feat many local governments

latest wors

ills from 88 percent to 20 per-

y dream about.
gtead of going to dumps or,
p, into waterways, most of
faste collected in the city now

Turn to Page 4

anagement Act, which required the
establishment of materials recovery fa-
ilities (MRF) in every barangay across
the country, full compliance has yet to
be achieved. .

The MRFs were supposed to receive
mixed waste for sorting, segregation, com-
posting and recycling, with the residual
vaste transferred to a long-term storage,
disposal facility or sanitary landfill.

\ But for some, such requirement was
got economically viable, especially for
lpw-income municipalities.

| Froilan Grate, president of the Fili-
pino nonprofit Mother Earth Founda-
on (MEE), feels otherwise. “What
you need is support from all sectors,”
e says, stressing the importance. of
folitical will and commitment from

j=n

fernando tapped the MEF to implement
d| zero-waste strategy in the city. It was a
ng and grueling effort.

| Across the city, solid waste uncer-
emoniously dumped in the streets was a
pmmon sight, recalled Rodriguez, saying
Bat, at that time, many thought it was
ithpossible to solve

| Six years later,‘éhe city is now touted as
e of the country’s model cities in terms
0f waste management.
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tana ang kanilang basura. Nagpapakits
ng disiplina at kamangmangan sa epek
basura sa kapaligiran. s
Nitong nakaraang Mahal na Araw, minsan na
iplina nang mara-
ming bumisita sa mga simbahan o nag-visita Iglesia.
ang magtungo
sa mga snmbahan ang mga Katollk, At sa bawat
wa din sila ng
basura. Pawang mga plastic na supot g pinaglagyan
ng softdrink at tubig ang iniwang basura. Bukod sa
plastic, nag-iwan din ng mga paper cuj
pinaglagyan ng kanin at ulam. Mayr
noodles at sachet ng kape.
Pinakamaraming basurang iniwan $a isang grotto
sa San Jose del Monte, Bulacan. Sa paligid ng grotto
ang duming
yos ang lugar.
- Malayung-malayo sa dating tanawin ang grotto noong
hindi pa dumarating ang mga nagbi-visi
Ipinakita ang kawalan ng disiplina at kama n'gmangan

maraming basura.

Bago ang Semana Santa, nag-vira
social media ang isang van na tumata
dary ng Mandaluyong at Makati na hinabol ng isang
German cyclist. Bitbit ng cyclist ang isang plastic ng
basura na itinapon ng mga sakay ng vam! ang abutan

na itinapon ng mga sakay nito.

Kahit saan, kahit kailan, maraming Pilipino ang
walang disiplina sa pagtatapon ng kanilang basura.
Hindi na nakapagtataka kung dumating ang panahon
na pawang basura ang makikita sa kalsada, simba-

han, parke at iba pang lugar. Kakahlya na
pa ang mga dayuhan, sila pa ang na

pon ng basura. Kailan matututo ang n
tamang pagtatapon ng basura.
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dezsyon na rm ba ang

TAON-TAON pagkaraan ng Ma-
hal na araw, laging hinaing ng
mga kasapi ng Ecowaste Coalition
ang mga basurangikinalatngmga
nagpupunta sa simbahan ng Anti-
polo.

Mabhigitisang dekadanang gani-
to lagi ang tila sumbong sa media
ng grupo. Wala namang tumatali-
ma sa taon-taon ding panawagan
ng coalition hinggil sa pagiging
malinis ng kapaligiran sa mahal na
araw.

Tila bingi na at manhid na ang
mga kababayan nating nagsisimba
sa Antipolo sa Mahal na Araw. Di
nila pansin kung ang pinuntahan
nilang simbahan ay isang sagra-
dong lugar ng mga Katoliko at ip-
inauubayanalamangang paglilinis
sa pamahalaaang lunsod nito.

Tila hindi iginagalang ng mga
nagkakalat ng basura sa mga di-
naanang lugar ng mga “deboto”
ng pagsisimba sa lugar na ito. Kai-
langanlang bang maidaosangtradi-
syon ng pagsisimba sa Antipolo
taon-taon kahit na masalaula ang
mga daraanan papunta hanggang
sa lugar ng simbahan?

Kahabag-habag ang itsura ng
lugar pagkaraan ng pagsisimba sa
lunsod na ito. Tila isang malawak
na tambakan ng basura ang sim-
bahan.

Matagal ko nang iminungkahi
sa Coalition na dapat ay tukuyin
nila ang mga barangay ng mga

ne
Fapa

”deboto” na nagsigimba sa Antipo-

1 tuwmg Mahal na Araw katulad

n ng tradisyon n pista ng Quia-

Araw ng mga | atay, Pasko at
Bagong Taon, ati iba pang tradisy-
ong ginugunita tapn-taon.

| Kung matutukoy ang kahit ilan
n‘la:n lamang sa mga barangay na
taunang nagsisimba sa Antipolo tu-
Mﬁmg Mahal na Araw, mainam na
makausap ang mga pamunuan ng
kanilang barangay tipaunawaang
batassa kalikasan af ang pagmama-
hal sa ating kapaligiran.

| Ano ang saysay|ng pagsisimba
kung sinasalaula fpaman ang ka-
pahgu‘ang likha ng Dakilang Lu-
malalang'? |

Mainam ding katisapin ang mga
aJr@ngay sa Antipolo upang ipatu-
pad ang RA 9003 o Ecological Solid
Waste Management o Maka-ka-
likasang pamamahala ng mga tira-
hrﬁhg bagay na nagiging basura.
Dapat malaman ng pamunuan ng

pagkakalat ng basura?

mga barangay na ito na may ka-
parusahan ang paglabag sa batas
na ito.

Dapat itong mahigpit na ipatu-
pad ng DILG at DENR.

Napakapangit tingnan at isipin
na ritwal na lamang at hindi na
isipiritwal ang paggunita sa Mahal
na Araw lalo na sa lunsod ng Anti-
poloatiba pang taunang paggunita
sa mga yumao natin atmga pista sa
bansa.

Kung ritwal na lamang ang pag-
gunita sa mga okasyong ito, pangit
itong tradisyon. Tila pakitang-tao
na lamang ito.

Nakalulungkot isipin na lumala-
la lalo ang pagsasalaula ng maram-
ing Pilipino sa ating kapaligiran ka-
hit na damang-dama na ang painit
na painit na mundo. Lahat ay nag-
durusa ngayon sa napakainit na
panahon . Tila lagi tayong nasa loob
ngpugonsabingisang kakilalakong
nakausap ko sa cell phone habang
nagbabakasyon sa lalawigan. Dati
raw ay malamig ang lalawigang
‘yon ngunit hindi na ngayon.

Dapat maging responsible ang
bawat isa sa atin sa pangangalaga
sa Inang Kalikasan. Ang mga iki-
nalat na basura ay tiyak na hahan-
tong sa mga karagatan tulad ng
Manila Bay o kaya'y sa mga tamba-
kan ng basura na nagbubuga ng
carbon sa atmospera na lalong
magpapainit sa ating mundo.

(bangonkalikasan@yahoo.com)
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As Angat Dam ne

ars crlfhcal level

MWC warns bf new supply

| ByMADELAINE B. MIRAFLOR

yala-led Manila Water Company,

Inc. (MWC) yesterday sounded

the alarm over the possibility of

water crisis throughout Metro

Manila — not just within the East Zone

concession — as Angat Dam is about to
hit its critical level.

Manila Water President and Chief
Executive Officer Ferdinand Dela Cruz
said on Monday that the "only critical
concern' the company is now watching
closely is "the sharper decline of Angat
Dam (water level)."

"We are working very closely with
the government about this," Dela Cruz
said. "[A supply disruption from Angat]
will not just affect us but the entire Metro
Manila."

Angat Dam currently supplies 97
percent of Metro Manila’s water needs,
releasing about 4 million liters of water

per day (mld). Of this, Manila Water gets
an alloeation of 1,600 mid, while West Zone
concessionaire Maynilad Water Services,
Inc. is allowed to get the rest or about
2,400 mld. :

As of Monday, Angaj Dam's water level
was at 182.93 meters, which is way below
its spx]lmg level of 212 meters.

"We are already alarimed by the level of
Angat Dam," Dela Cruzsaid. "The critical
level of 180 meters is alteady coming and
with the govern-

it National Water
) is now on top
when it comes to
ould go to Metro

Resources Board
of the 'balancing’ effort:
water allocation that s

"We are raising the issue of Angat
Dam to make sure that Metro Manila's,
a]locaﬁion of 4,000 mld, [f which 1,600 mld
is ours, continues. And we've already
had collaborative discuésion with NWRB

and they have been very responsive,” he
further said.

Right now; NWRB is now studying the
possibility of reducing Angat Dam's water
allocation that goes toirrigation in order to
save it for household consumption.

For her part, Jennifer Rufo, Maynilad's
head for stakeholders communications
office, agreed with Dela Cruz, saying that

.as long as Maynilad's raw water allocation

from Angat Dam remains the same, there’s|
noneed to worry about water supply inter-
ruption in the West Zone concession.

"Our raw water allocation from Angat
Dam remains the same, so water supply
for the West Zone is still enough to sustain
customer needs. In case there will be a
reduction, we are preparing our facilities
for possible pressure management," Rufo
said in a text message.

The Philippine Atmospheric, Geo-
physical, and Astronomical Services
Administration (PAGASA) recently ap-

pealed to consumers to conserve water
as the country continues to experience
mild El Nifio.

Last month, Manila Water partly
blamed the phenomeneon for its water
shortage supply issue as most parts of
the country continues to receive below
normal rainfall.

La Mesa Dam, where Manila Water
gets its reserve water, is still currently
12 meters short of its spilling level, being
at 68.5 meters versus the normal level of
80.15 meters.

The dam's depletion forced Manila
Water to look for other ways to pump

its supply, which includes the signing a

cross-border water deal with Maynilad,
and the activation of more deep wells.
The firm also had to work double time to
finish the phase one of its Cardona Water
Treatment Plant, which recently started.
contributing additional 50 mld to the east
zone concession.
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2 nabbed i

By STEVE A
GOSUICO
SAN ANTONIO, Nueva
Ecija -- Two suspected
illegal loggers were
nabbed while their al-
leged cohort escaped
during a sting conduct-
ed by the police here on

Ecua

suspe t as Wilfredo
lamayor alias Long H

e suspects were al-
legeF.br caught while d

ng vs illegal logging

illegal logging activities in
Bgy. Luyos at 6:30 p.m.

When they accosted the
suspects, Aguilar said they
failed to show pertinent
documents regarding their
operation.

Seized during the oper-
ation were a chainsaw and

nine pieces of acacia tree.

wood flitches.

Aguilar said Villamayor
managed to escape to un-
known direction.

Charges for violation of
P.D.705 and Republic Act
9175 are already filed
against the three suspects
before the provincial prose-
cutor’s.
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" MGA KOOPERATIBA SA BULACAN, KUMILOS KONTRA CLIMATE CHANGE

CITY OF MALO-
LOS - Sa layuning
makapag-ambag
upang maagapan ang
lumalalang  epekto
ng climate change,
inilunsad ng Pro-
vincial Cooperative
Development Coun-
cil-Bulacan, sa pa-
kikipagtulungan  sa
Provincial Coopera-
tive and Enterprise
Development  Office
(PCEDO) at Munici-
pal Cooperative De-
velopment  Council

\ (MCDC) ng Hagonoy

ang “Mangrove Tree
Planting and Coastal
Vegetation  Project”
noong Abril 16, 2019
sa Hagonoy, Bulacan.

Bilang panimula,
500 mangrove seed-
lings at 300 mangrove
propagules ang iti-
nanim sa  l0-ektar-
yang bakawan sa Brgy.
Tibaguin sa bayan ng
Hagonoy bilang ba-
hagi ng mas malaking
proyekto' na “Coopera-
tive Crusade to Curb
Climate Change™ o ang
“C5 Project™.

Naisakatuparan
ang proyekto sa pag-
tutulungan ng PCDC-
Bulacan, PCEDO at
MCDC-Hagonoy = na
sinuportahan ng Sang-
guniang Barangay ng
Tibaguin, na nagla-
layong pagtibayin ang
isa sa pitong pringipyo
ng kooperatiba na nag-
papahalaga sa komu-
nidad bilang bahagi
ng mahalagang ad-
bokasiya na buhayin,
i-rehabilitate ang mga
bakawan, pagyamanin
ang biodiversity | pro-

tection at pagtatanim
sa mga coastal area.
Ayon Kay lerry

Caguingin, pinuno ng
dibisyon ng Coopera-
tive Development ng
PCEDO, isang mala-
wak na palaisdaan ang
mangrove || sanctuary
dati bago ito masira
ng bagyo nQPng taong
2011 at ang muling
pagsasaayos ng buong
lugar ay makatutu-
long hindi lq 1g sa mga
mangingisda| pati na
rin sa mga laong na-

katira malaﬁl sa mga

bakawan.

“Malaki ang maitu-
tulong ng mangroves.
Bukod sa nagsisilbing
tirahan ito ng crabs,
reefs, oysters, mga isda
at iba pang marine ani-
mals, nade-delay nito
ang takbo ng hangin,
kontrolado nito ang
tides at maging ang

carbon dioxide,” ani

Caguingin.
Samantala, sinabi

ni  Gobernador Wil-

helmino M. Sy-Alva-
rado na dapat magtu-
lungan at kumilos ang

mga Bulakenyo, kahit
saan mang sektor sa
lipunan o antas sa ko-
munidad  nabibilang,
upang mapigilan ang
epekto  ng pabago-
bagong panahon. ~
“Ang climate
change ay isang prob-
lemang hinaharap ng
bawat isa, ano man ang
katayuan ..sa  komuni-
dad o saang lokasyon
man sa mapa. Isa itong
isyu na dapat nating
tugunan, lahat tayo ay
dapat makipagtulu-
ngan upang makontrol

ang mga epekto nito sa
atin. Kaya naman aking
pinupuri ang mga koo-
peratiba sa ating pro-
binsiya sa pagsasagawa
ng ganitong proyekto,”
ani Alvarado.

Sa  pagpapatuloy
ng adbokasiyang ito,
libo-libo  pang man-
grove propagules ang
inaasahang maitatanim
pagpasok ng Nobyem-
bre o Disyembre 2019
kung saan kasama ang
lahat ng mga koope-
ratiba sa Bulacan.

A. BORLONGAN
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