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Usec Benny Antiporda, pinuri ng
mga taga Lian,
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Batangas

ON THE BEAT

Ni END REVES
MUKHANG nakakita na
ng kakampi ang mga re-
sort owner at residente
ng Lian, Batangas sa
pamunuan ngayon ng
Department of Environ-
ment and Natural Re-
sources (DENR) sa ka-
tauhan ni Usec Benny
Antiporda na hindi na-
man maikakaila na dati
ring mamamahayag.
Kay Usec Antiporda kasi
nila naramdaman ang tunay
na pagmamalasakit mata-

nilang hinaing na nagsimu-
]a pa noong taong 2016 kaug-
nay sa ipinaiiral na P25
kada tao na environment
user’s fee sa mga nagtutun-
go sa beach ng Matabung-
cay batay sa ipinasang ordi-
nansa ng munisipalidad ng
Lian, Batangas.

Sa pulong balitaan sa
isang lugar sa Pasay City,
ipinaliwanag ni Dennis Tla-
gan, kinatawan ng mga res-
idente ng Barangay Santia-
go sa Lian na wala sanang
problema kung sa kalinisan
at pagpapahalaga sa ka-
likasan napupunta ang
malaking halaga ng salapi
na nakolekta sa environ-
mental user’s fee ng muni-
sipalidad pero mukha raw
hindi nagagamit ng wasto
ang salapi ‘.da.hil sa halip
na maging malinis ang
kapaligiran, lalo pang na-
salaula sa dami ng basura
at lumala pa ang polusyon.

cila sa tanggapan ni Mayor
Isagani Bolompo upang hu-
miling ng kopya ng pam-
publikong pagdinig kung
mayroon man bago ipasa
ang ordinansa na dati’y P5
lamang subalit itinaas sa
P25 kada tao.
Gayunman, wala pa
aniyang tugon ang munisi-
palidad sa kanilang liham
na malinaw na paglabag
sa umiiral na batas sa il-
alim ng R.A 6713 o ang
Code of Conduct and Ethi-
cal Standards for Public
Officials and Employees.
Batay aniya sa huling
impormasyong ibinahagi sa
kanila ng lokal na pamaha-
laan, nanakaw umano ang
tinatayang P500,000 pondo
ng environmental user’s fee
subalit duda sila rito dahil
wala namang inihaing rek-
lamo o kaso ang munisipyo.

pagkakaloob ng permiso ng
munisipalidad sa develop-
ment at quarrying sa ka-
nilang lalawigan kahit wa-
lang Environmental Compli-
ance Certificate (ECC).
Nagpasalamat din ang
grupo kay Usec Antiporda
dahil kaagad na nagpada-
la ng kinatawan sa ka-
nilang lalawigan upang
suriin ang lugar at siyasat-
in ang kanilang hinaing.
Free internet access
NANG lagdaan ni Pan-
gulong Rodrigo Duterte ang
Free Internet Access law
noong Agosto ng nagdaang
taon, umasa ang publiko
na magkakaroon na ng li-
breng internet sa mga tang-
gapan ng lokal at pamban-
sang pamahalaan, mga
pampublikong paaralan,
pagamutan, health centers,
pampublikong transport

pos tugunan kaagad ang ka-

yata naging makatotohan-
an ang batas dahil hindi
maramdaman ang libreng
internet sa naturang mga
lugar gayung inatasan pa
ng pangulo ang]f)epartment
of Information and Commu-
nication Technology (DICT)
na pangasiwaan at tiyak-
ing matutupad ang batas.

Buti pa nga sa Navotas
City dahil nararamdaman
na ang libreng internet sa
kanilang Centennial Park

_maging sa Né\fotas Poly-

technic College, amphithe-
ater, library, city bus sta-
tion at ilang mga health
center at basketball court.

Inilunsad ‘ kasi ni
Navotas City Mayor John
Rey Tiangco ang NavoCon-

nect wifi prognlim at in-a-

nunsiyo niya ito sa regular
na aero-zumba [session tu-
wing araw ng?I_dn_ggo sa
Centennial Park kung saan
nasa 250 user ang maka-

kokonekta sa bawat

Lumiham na rin aniya

Bukod dito ibinahagina terminals at mga palipa-
rin ng grupo kay Usec Anti- ran at daungan.
porda ang umano’y Pero mukhang hindi

hotspot at bawat isa sa
kanila ay makagagamit ng
internet nang libre sa loob
ng isang oras.

Umaasa naman si May-
or Tiangco na gagamitin ng
mga Navotefio ang kapang-
yarihan ng internet sa pag-
saliksik ng karunungan at
pagpapaunlad ng sarili
kasabay ng paalala sa mga
magulang ng mga ka-
bataan na suriin.ang web-
site na binubuksan ng ka-
nilang mga anak upang
hindi malinlang at mabik-
tma ng fake news,

Pwede naman pala

Maluwag ngayon ang
area ng Blumentritt, maay-
os ang linya ng mga vendor
at hindi na rin nagagamit
bilang terminal ng mga tri-
cycle ang gitnang bahagi ng
lJansangan dahil sa
tuwina’y itinataboy sila ng
nag-iikot na mga pulis
mula sa Blumentritt De-
tachment sa utos na rin ng

kanilang hepeng si P/Maj.
Roy Augustus Calulot.

Sa text ng isang reader,
puwede naman daw palang
malinis ang lugar eh bakit
ngayon lang ito ginagawa?
Dahil daw ba panahon ng
halalan at nangangamba sila
na dito mag-ikot para man-
gampanya si Mayor Erap at
makita ang magulong lugar?

Sana raw ay tumulong
naman ang barangay offi-
cials sa paglilinis lalo na dito
sa Antipolo St. kanto ng Felix
Huertas na nilagyan na ng
malalaking freezer ang
bangketa kaya hindi halos
makadaan ang mamimili.
Ibinigay na kasi sa vendors
ang buong lansangan pero
pati pala bangketa, gi-
nawang extension ng groser-
ya dahil dito inilagay ang
naglalakihang freezer.

Sa puna at reaksiyon,
mag-email sa eddreyes-
2006@yahoo.com o mag-text
sa 0919-2425644.
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‘Environment user’s fee’

sa Batangas kinontra

Mariing tinututulan ng mga residente ng Lian, Batangas
;3 ang paniningil ng kanilang lokal na pamahalaan ng “en-
b vironment user's fee” sa mga beaches sa Matabungkay
samantalang tambak naman ang basura rito na nakakasira
| ng kalikasan. |
! Ayon sa mgd-_ljpsidente ng Brgy. Santiago sa pangunguna
= ni Dennis llagan, nagpadala sila ng sulat sa tanggapan ni
Lian, Batangas Mayor Isagani Balompo, para humiling ng
1 kopya ng public hearing at mga minutes of meeting na may
i kaugnayan sa ardinansa hinggil sa paniningil ng P25 kada
H tao para sa sinasabing “environment user's fee” ngunit hang-
i gang ngayon ay Wala pang tugon ang tanggapan ng alkalde.

Sinabi ni llagan na 2016 pa nila hiniling na itigil ang pa-
niningil ng “enviranment user’s fee” na kinukuwestiyon nila
kung saan ito napupunta dahil tambak naman umano ang
i basura sa dagat ng Matabungkay at hindi naman ito nilili-
| nis. Aniya, nagpadala na rin sila ng sulat sa Department of
| Environment and Natural Resources (DENR). Agad namang
i umaksyon si DENR Usec. Benny Antiporda at nagpadala ito
‘ ng kinatawan ng ahensya upang imbestigahan ang naturang
reklamo. ‘

Una ring kinuwestiyon ng grupo ni llagan ang pamaha-
laang lokal ng Lian hinggil sa development at quarrying na
isinasagawa sa ilang lugar dito sa kabila na pinatitigil ito ng
DENR. (Lordeth B. Bonilla)
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Environment user fee sa
Matabungkay inalmahan

IPINOPROTESTA ng
mga residente ng Lian,
Batanga$ ang paniningil
ng lokal na pamahalaan
ng environment user's fee
sa beach sa Matabung-
kay.
Ayon kay Dennis Ila-
gan, kinatawan ng mga
residente ng Brgy. Santia-
go sa Lian, nagpadala na
sila ng komunikasyon kay
Lian Mayor Isagani
Bolompo na humihiling
ng kopya ng public hear-
ings para sa paniningil ng
P25 environment user's
fee. ‘

Sa salaysay ni Ilagan,
2016 pa nang hilingin ng
mga residente ang pagpa-
patigil ng paniningil dahil
hindi naman ito na-
pupunta sa paglilinis sa
lugar. Aniya, lumalala na
arig polusyon sa lugar.

Una na ring kin-
uwestyon ni Ilagan ang
development at quarry-
ing na isinasagawa sa
Lian sa kabila ng pagpa-
palabas ng Department
of Environment and Na-
tural Resources ng cease
and desist order laban
dito.
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DEN iimbestigahan
ang buyer ng 2 agila

IIMBESTIGAHAN ng
Department of Envi-
ronment and Natural
Resources NR) ang
nakabili ng dalawang
agila sa isang priba-
dong indibidwal.

imbestigasyon
ay naglalayong maba-
tid kung sino ang res-
ponsable sa |pagbenta

ng agila. |
Ito ay mal_ztos dalhin
g

sa DENR ang dalawang

inakay na agila ni Police

Staff Sargent Conrad

Waperi Il na umano’y

ibinigay sa kaniya ng

kaibigang na?cabili sa
Il |

mga ibon.

Inakala umano nito
na manok panabong
ang inilalako ng lalaki.

Napag-alamang
mula’ umano sa Initao,
Misamis Oriental ang
mga agila. Ibinenta ng
P5,000 ang serpent ea-
gle habang P8,000 ang
hawk eagle.

Magsasampa ng
kaso ang DENR sa nag-
benta ng inakay na agifa
sa paglabag ng Repub-
lic Act 9147 o Wildlife
Resources Conserva-
tion and Protection Act.
(Riz Dominguez)
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NAKABILI NG 2 AGILA,
IIMBESTIGAHAN NG DENR

SISIYASATIN ng Depart-
ment of Enviroment and
Natural Resources (DENR)
ang nakabili ng dalawang
agila sa isang pribadong in-
dibidwal.

Ang imbestigasyon ay
upang matukoy kung sino ang
responsable sa pagbenta ng
naturang agila.

Napag-alamang dinala sa
tanggapan ng DENR ang mga
agila ni Police Staff Sgt. Con-
rad Waperi I1I na umano'y ibi-
nigay sa kaniya ng kaibigang
nakabili sa mga ibon.

Inakala umano nito na
manok na panabong ang inila-

Jlako ng isang lalaki kung saan
may kamahalan umano ang
bili sa mga ito subalit hindi na
‘pinansin ng kanyang kaibigan
dahﬂ sa awa sa mga inakay na
Ipuwedeng mamatay sa init ng
[panahon lalo’t hindi kalsada
lang natural nitong tahanan.

| Nabatid na mula sa Initao,
‘Misamis Oriental ang mga ag-
'1la na ibinenta ng P5,000 ang
I|sa habang P8,000 naman ang

| lisa pa.
'l “Yung pagkakakuha raw

noon, tinitirador ang parent
ng ecagle tapos inakyat ng
bata yung pugad bago kinuha
“yung sisiw,” sabi ni Wapiri.

Nakatakda namang mag-
sampa ng kaso ang DENR sa
nagbenta ng inakay na agila
sa paglabag ng Republic Act
9147 o Wildlife Resources
Conservation and Protection
Act. )

“Yung wildlife ‘di mo pu-
wedeng ibenta o alagaan ng
walang Certificate of Wildlife
Registration (CWR) mula sa
DENR,” sabi ni Wildlife De-
partment chief Aisah Pacote.

Pansamantalang aalagaan
ng DENR ang mga inakay sa
isang CWR holder sa lungsod
bago ibalik sa gubat.

BENEDICT ABAYGAR, JR.
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HINDI TRTANTANAN NG
ANG

TASK FORCE POG
PAGLABANSAIL

EGAL

WILDLIFE TRADE

MULI na namang ipinaki-
tang Pilipinas na hindi nila
tatantanan ang paglaban
sa illegal wildlife trade
hanggang sa tuluyang
maubos ang mga ito
matapos ang dalawang
matagumpay na ope-
rasyonna nagresulta sa
pagkakasagip sa mga
buhay na wild animals at
pagkaaresto samay ka-
gagawan ng krimen.
Ayon kay Depart-
ment of Environment
and Natural Resources
(DENR) Secretary RoyA.
Cimatu, Abril 8 nang
masagip ng mga tauhan
ng Philippine Operations
Group on Ivory and llle-

gal Wildii Trade o Task
Force Pgtél angmga bu-
hay na exptic animals sa
Mati Gity, Davao Oriental
na aabot sa halagang
P50-milion nanagmulapa
sa Indonesia.
Matatandaan din na
kamakailan nang masa-
kote ng Bureau of Cus-
toms ang 700'buhay na
tarantula na may hala-
gang P310,000s2 Ninoy
Aguinollf ternational Air-
port na naging dahilanng
pagkakaaresto sa dala-

wang kiao kabilang na

ang consignee ng ship-
ment nanagmula sa Po-
land.

Sinabi pa ni Gimatu,

hindﬁnagbabago angpa-
ninindigan ng gobyerno
upang mabigyan nNg pro-
teksiyon ang wildlife at
mahinto ang illegal traf-
ficking at maaresto ang
nagbebenta ng wildlife
species.

"The Philippines is
taking illegal wildlife trade
serjously," sabi pa ng
dating military chief. "We
want to send a clear sig-
nal thatthe country does
nottolerate illegal wildlife
crime, trafficking and
trade that is driving en-
dangered species to the
brink of extinction."

pr. HILDA €. ONG

Bukod saillegal drugs,
human trafficking at arms
trade, ang illegal wildlife
trade ay pang-apatsa pi-
nakikinabangang krimen
sa buong mundo na kumi-
kita ng $23 billion kada
taon.

Naging kilala rinang
Pilipinas bilang “consum-

er", "source” at "transit

point" ng illegal trade ng
wildlife at mga produk-
tong nagmumula rito na
nagiging dahilan upang
manganib ang populas-
yon ng mga species at
maapekiuhan ang ating
economic development
at biodiversity.
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Wit of kalikasan
sought to protect

West PHL Sea

By JoeL R. SAN JuAN
¥ @jrsanjuanl573

PETITION was filed on
Tuesday before the Su-
preme Courtseekingtheis-

suanceof awritof kalikasan tocom-
pelconcerned government agencies
torehabilitateand protect the West
Philippine Sea, particularly Pana-
tag Shoal, Ayungin Shoal and Pan-
ganiban Reef from environmental
damage due to poaching and other
illegal activities being undertaken
by Chinese nationals. i

In a 35-page petition, the mem-
bers of the Kalayaan Palaugl". Farm-
ers and Fisherfolk Association
(KPFafa) and the Integrated Bar of
the Philippines (IBP) is seeking the
same relief that the Courtissuedin
2008 when it ordered all concerned
government agencies to coordinate
for the cleanup, restoration and
preservation of the Manila Bay.

The petitioners used ashasis the
documentssubmittedby the Philip-
pine government in the interstate
arbitration proceedings under An-
nex VIl tothe 1982 United National
Convention on the Law of the Sea
(Unclos) as well as the 2016 award
by the tribunal in the Soutll China
Sea Arbitration, which est&bhshed
that foreign poachers and foreign
constructionandland-reclamation
entities have caused massive envi-
ronmental damage in Philippine
watersand the Philippine exclusive
economic zone (EEZ).

The Philippines won the arbi-
tration on July 12, 2016, but the
Philippine government has failed
or refuses to enforce the ruling in
a manner that is beneficial to Fili-
pinos, particularlylocal fisherfolk,
the petitioners said. |

“The fishing communities in
Palawan, together with the Inte-
grated Bar of the Philippines, now
seek a writ of kalikasan and writ
of continuing mandamus from this
Honorable Court, in assertion of
their constitutional right to a bal-
anced and healthful ecology, their
public right to obtain the pros-
ecution of violations of Philippine

environmental laws in the Philip-
pine EEZ and their right to prevent
the further destruction of the ma-
rine environmentin the Philippine
EEZ,” the petition read.

The petitioners accused foreign
fishermen and other entities of
harvesting threatened and endan-
gered speciesandusingcyanide and
explosives in Panatag Shoal and
Ayungin Shoal, aswellasundertak-
ingillegal constructionactivitiesin
Panganiban Reef.

Theynoted that the SCSarbitral
tribunal has upheld the Philippine
government’s claim that Ayungin
Shoal, Panganiban Reef and Pana-
tag Shoal are well within the Phil-
ippine EEZ; thus, the country’s
environmental laws are required
to be enforced in the said areas.

“Chinese fishermen harvested
endangered and threatened species
and used cyanide and explosivesin
their fishing. Foreign entities en-
gaged by Chinese authorities con-
structed and damaged coral reefs
in the process. The marine envi-
ronment and resourcesintheareas
were damaged severely and exten-
sively in spite of adequate Philip-
pine laws to protect them. Clearly,
the damage is brought upon by lack
of enforcement of Philippine envi-
ronmental laws by respondents,”
they claimed.

Under Presidential Decree 1599,
thepetitioners said the government
is mandated to exercise its sover-
eign right to conserve and manage
the natural resources, preserve
the marine environment, and pre-
vent and control pollution in the
Philippine EEZ.

Among those named as respon-
dents in the petition for the issu-
ance of a writ of kalikasan and a
writ of continuing mandamus are
Environment Secretary Roy A. Ci-
matu, Agriculture Secretary Em-
manuel F. Pifiol and Philippine
Coast Guard chief Admiral Elson
E. Hermogino.

Co-counsel with the IBP is the
Free Legal Assistance Group headed
by La Salle Law School Dean Jose
Manuel Diokno.
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German biker na nagbalik
ng basura sa kotse pinuri

UMAPELA ang EcoW-
aste Coalition sa mga
motarista na iwasan
ang pagtatapon ng ba-
sura sa labas ng
sasakyan.

Ginawa nito ang
panawagan matapos
mag-viral s social me-
dia ang video ng Ger-
man na si Frank
Schuengel na dinampot
ang plastik ng basura at
ibinalik sa van kung
saan ito itinapon.

Nakabisikleta si
Schuengel papasok sa
trabaho nang makita

niya ang pagtatapon ng
basura sa Makati-
Mandaluyong Bridge.
“You should care
when someone throws
garbage out of a car be-
cause that's how decent
human beings should
react,” ani Schuengel sa
kanyang post. “And as
flattering as.everyone’s
reaction is, the pollu-
tion problem in this
country won't be
solved by one bloke on
a bike. Tt will take all of
us to make a differ-
ence.” —Leifbilly Begas
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By Hector Lawa ¥

THE Supreme Court was asked yesterday to compel
the government to protect disputed Ehoa]s in the
West Philippine Sea where Chinese fishermen have
reportedly been harvesting marine resources.

Ina34-page petition filed through the Integrated Bar
of the Philippines, a group of fishermen from Palawan
and Zambales asked the SC to issue a writ of Kalikasan
and writof continuing mandamus ordering the govern-
ment to protect, preserve and reha.‘bl]ltaiFl the environ-
mentin Scarborough or Panatag Shoat, Ayungin Shoal
and Mischief Reef or Panganiban Reef.

They sought relief from the SC against what they
called ° neglect of performance of the duties of the
governmentinviolationof environmentz llaws resulting

in environmental destruction of damage in the shoals.”

They said the government failed to act on activities
of Chinesefishermen in thedisputed areas, which violate
the country’s environmental laws.

“Chinese fishermen harvested endangered and threat-
ened species and used cyanide and explosives in their
fishing... the marine environment and resources in the
abovementioned areas were damaged severely and ex-
tensivelyin spite of adequate Philippinelaws to protect
them. Clearly, the damage is brought upon by lack of
enforcement of Philippine environmental laws by re-
spondents,” they argued.

Petitionersalsocited theisland-buildingactivitiesat
Panganiban reef.

“Based on compelling evidence, expert reports, and

OY FISHERS

critical assessment of Chinese claims described above,
the Tribunal (international arbitral court) has no doubt
that China’s artificial island-building activities on the
seven reefs inthe Spratly Islands have caused devastat-
ing and long-lasting damage to the marine environ-
ment,” they added. .

Giant clams

The harvesting by Chinese vessels of giant clams
in she Scarborough or Panatag Shoal is a violation of
Philippine territory and sovereignty, Malacanang
said.

“Siyempre (of course), natural because if it’s our
territory, therefore it is anaffront to our territory and to
our sovereignty,” Presidential Spokesman Salvador
Panelo said in a Palace briefing yesterday.

Panelo said Foreign Secretary Teddybaqy Locsin will
take legal action after filing a note verbale against the
Chinese activities that endanger maritime resources at
the shoal claimed by the Philippines.

However, Panelo refused to preempt Locsin’s next
move because “that is his territory.”

Meanwhile, Panelo said that “China, as far as it is
concerned, it owns thevastSouth China Sea, hence, it will
be performing acts of ownership or sovereignty over
those areas.

“In other words, they are just being consistent with
themselves. Eh tayo rin, we have to be consistent with
ours. As far as we are concerned, that is ours so we will
be objecting to any intrusion into our own territory,”
added Panelo. WithEMontano
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Compel govt to protect
disputed islands, SC urged

BY JOMAR CANLAS

GROUP of fishermen asked the Supreme
Court (SC) on Tuesday to compel the
overnment to protect disputed shoals

in the West Philippine Sea (South China Sea),
where Chinese fishermen have reportedly been
harvesting marine resources.

In a 34-page petition for a
“Writ of Kalikasan” to order the
government to protect, preserve
and rehabilitate the environment
in Scarborough (Panatag) Shoal,
Ayungin (Second Thomas) Shoal
and Mischief Reef (Panganiban)
Reef, the group of fishermen from
Palawan and Zambales named the
Department of Environment and

Natural Resources, Department of
Agriculture, Philippine Navy, Phil-
ippine Coast Guard, Philippine
National Police and Department
of Justice as respondents.

The petitioners, represented by
the Integrated Bar of the Philip-
pines, stated that Ayungin Shoal
and Panganiban Reef are part
of the exclusive economic zone

(EEZ) of the Philippines on the
basis of the 2016 decision of the
Permanent Court of Arbitration in
The Hague.

Scarborough Shoal is likewise
part of the EEZ under Republic
Act 9522 or the “Philippine
Baselines Law.”

They argued that since the three
areas are part of the country’s EEZ,
these should be covered by environ-
mental laws of the country such as
the Philippine Fisheries Code.

They argued that they “have no
other plain, speedy and adequate
remedy as petitioners are com-
plaining of acts by the government
agencies themselves who are sup-
posed to be upholding Philippine
environmental laws and protect-
ing the environment and resources

in Philippine territory,”

“Respondents have failed to
perform their duties as mandated
in the above-mentioned environ-
mental laws and regulations,”
they pointed out,

“Chinese fishermen harvested
endangered and threatened species
and used cyanide and explosives
in their fishing... the marine en-'
vironment and resources in the
abovementioned areas were dam-
aged severely and extensively in
spite of adequate Philippine laws
to protect them. Clearly, the damage
is brought upon by lack of enforce-
ment of Philippine environmental
laws by respondents,” they added.

The group also slammed the
island-building done by China on
Panganiban Reef.
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