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pury poIIutloﬁj‘
ot spots cited

At least fi _odies of water in Luzon and Mm
danao have been identified as environmental &ut
spots for having high levels of mercury, accx_: rd-
ing to a stug dy ‘on the prevalence of the t neta
as a polluta ‘ released by industries. A
ro s t the country, including la
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By Jhesset O. Enano
@JhessetEnanoINQ

ﬁ[

At least five bodies of water in
Luzon and Mindanao E‘ ave been
identified as havmg gh levels
of mercury, accordln to an as-
sessment that studied the
prevalence of the che ical and
existing policies to curb its use
andrelease to the envifonment.

The Philippine mamata
Initial Assessment (MIA) report
identified at least 18 sites across
the country, including landfills
and mining sites, as areas sus-
pected to be contaminated by
the toxic metal, also known lo-
cally as “asoge.”

Those identified are mostly
located near or at thejheart of
artisanal and small-scale gold-
mining sites that use jmercury
and other heavy metals,

Widely used
Mercury, a natur occur-
ring metal, has been widely used
in agriculture, indus and
medicine due to its uniglie prop-
erties. It can be found|in ther-
mometers, fluorescent] lamps,
dental fillings and even skin-
whitening products.
The World Health 0$ganiza-

tion considers mercury one of
top 10 chemicals of major public
health concern, citing toxic ef-
fects on lungs, kidney, skin and
eyes, even in small amounts of
exposure.

Man-made sources of mer-
cury include fossil fuels, land-
fills, waste piles and tailings. |

Among the bodies of water
suspected to have high concen-
trations of mercury include
Manila Bay in Metro Manila and
Meycauayan River in Bulacan
province.

Also identified were Mam-
bulao Bay in Camarines Norte
province and Lumanggang
Creek and Naboc River, both in
Davao region.

1l three were earlier tagged
as potentially polluted by heavy
metals, not just mercury, since
thesé are located near mining
operanons

Pl'OjECt leader Teddy Monroy‘
said that while these areas were
assessed as hot spots for mercury,
concqntrahon these could not be
ofﬁcmlly declared contaminated.

t now, we don’t have a
standard operating procedure on|
handling mercury, or even a legal|
definition of contaminated sites,”’
he sajd at the report’s launch i in|

Quezon City on Wednesday.

In identifying the sites, infor-
mation was gathered from year-
long focus group discussions
across the country beginning in
2017. The discussions involved
local governments, industries,
residents and even the miners
themselves, said project techni-
cal assistant Ariane Farnazo.

Among the identified hot
spots « were the abandoned
Palawan Quicksilver Mines in
Puerto Princesa City, Palawan

province, a past mercury pro-
ducer; Mabuhay Vinyl Corp. in
Iligan City, a chlor-alkali pro-
ducer; and mining and gold pro-
cessing sites in Camarines
Norte and Masbate provinces.

Priority areas
Provinces in regions that
heavily rely on mining, such as
Cordillera Administrative Re-
gion and Caraga, were also seen
as areas of concern.
“These sites were identified

level rising
|h PH waters,
mine sites;
18 hot spots tagged
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t| determine whl&h would also
be priority areas in policies and
eff orts in addressing mercury
Se,” F&mazo sa1d4

The site identification and

VITA project,
hich was spearheaded by the
epartment of Environment and
ral Resources in July 2017.

The project was done to as-

lata Conven-
International
treaty created to protect human
health and the enV'u{amnent from

l!t was nam cl after a
panese city where thousands
re adversely affected and

nearby bay was ntammated
by methylmercury discharged
from a chemical factory.

! Convulsinnsf death
In October 2013, then Envi-
ent Secretarijamon Paje

ned the conve ‘l;:ion, which

fied the convenmon

“There is no safe level of
mercury in humans,” Farnazo
saiﬂi, noting that he chemical

Ma

ICDIP A Philippine study on mercury pollution identified
ila Bay, which is'currently undergoing a major cleanup, as -

could accumulate in the body.
“Itis like a ticking time bomb.”

In Mlmmata City, those ex-
posed to the toxic chetmcal suf-
fered lossIof sensation in their
hands and feet, difficulties in
seeing, hearing and swallowing,
and convulsions and death in
extreme cases.

In its inventory done from
2016 to 2017, the report identi-
fied primary metal production
as the major source of mercury
in the country, accountmg for
over 33, Goo kilograms per year.

This w%s followed by land-
fills and wastewater treatment
and other \intentional product
Or process Psage

In addressing mercury pollu-
tion, the report said a comprehen-
sive regulatory framework is
needed to address the chemical
from its acquisition to its disposal.

At presc?nt, the country does
not have an established disposal
facﬂlty for n}ercuxy Farnazo said.

“One of the challenges also
is that we do not have a lot of
data on tﬂus issue,” Monroy
said, notmg also the weak en-
forcement of existing environ-
mental laWS that could help
curb mercTy use and release.

INQ

one of the five bodles of water in Luzon and Mlndanao witha

hlg?l\ concentration of the toxic metal. —GriG c. MONTEGRANDE

7
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Palace: No slowdown in
Manila Bay crackdown

Malacaﬁax;%will not let up.
in its crackdown on business
establishments in the Manila
Bay area that:do not comply,
with environmental laws,

presidential $pokesman SaIEI
vador Panelo said yesterday.

|
observe due ﬁrocess in deah.rlg

with business establishments
that have nat complied with
the Building Code, Sanitation
Code and related laws.

The PCCI has expressed

support for P esident Duterte’s

“Hindi naman pupwedeng
mag-aantay tayo kung masya-
dong grabe ang problema ng
Manila Bay (It is not for us
to wait until the problem of
Manila Bay gets worse). After

 all, if they are non-compliant,

order to rehabilitate Manila
Bay but also asked for more
leeway for businesses.
Duterte issued Adminis-
trative Order 16 last month,
which calls for the rehabilita-
tion and restoration of the

they are the ones who created
the mess themselves,” Panelo
said.

He was reacting to the call
of the Philippine Chamber
of Commerce and Industry
(PCCI) for the government to

coastal and marine ecosystem

. of Manila Bay.

The order also created the
Manila Bay Task Force to en-
force environmental laws and
expedite rehabilitation efforts.

— Christina Mendez
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By Julie M. Aurelio
@J]MAurelioINQ
Shal

YAl

The rehabilitation of Manila
Bay cannot ue put off any
longer, a Palace official said as
a business group called for due
process for estabhshments
that fail to co ply with envi-

 instead urged
business establishments to
follow* regulations to avoid
closure as t
would continue to implement
its seven-year rehabilitation
program for Manila Bay.

“We cannot wait any

DEFIANT YOUNGSTERS Boys defy a b non s lmmmg in
Manila Bay, wi ch is being rehabilitated —GRIGC.MONTEGRANDE

BAY | EHAB CANT BE PUT OFF

government

longer if the M
lem has alre
said Presiden

.son Salvador Pa

He pointed
of business

nila Bay prob-
dy worsened,”
al spokesper-
elo. ;
ut that owners
establishments

that were operating in viola-

tion of envir
had only them

onmental laws

selves to blame

if they were ordéred closed.

“After all, if they are non-
compliaht they are the ones
who created tl'%e”fness them-
selves,” Panelo said.

He made the remarks after
the Philippine Chamber of
Commerce and Industry (PC-
CI) apphaled td the govern-
ment to observe due process
in dealing with nancdmpliant
companies.

This was after the Depart—

“ment of the Interior and Local

Government told local offi-
cials of areas within the Mani-
la Bay Watershed Area to re-
voke the business permits of
establishments violating envi-
ronmental laws.

~ While it was supportive of
the goﬁernmenfs rehabilita-
tion p a}'l for Manila Bay, the
PCCI said due process should
be followed and that business-
es should not be arbitrarily
closed. INQ
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MATAPOS ang mg
pitong linggo, iniula

Resources (DE
Secretary Roy A

LLDA ng 263 No :

of Violations at|119
Cease and Desist Or-
ders sa mga estallsu-
myento sa Melm a-
nila, Central Luz at

ippine Clean Wate Act

of 2004 atiba panien-

rehabilita

ILITASYON NG
NILA BAY,

gawang| ltehablhtas-

yon ng Manila Bay ang
ginawang paglagda ni
Ramon Ang ng San
Miguel Corp. sa me-

ment na naglalayong
linisin Tullahan-
Tinajero _'IFIiver Sys-

Manila.

which will
mpact the
on of Manila
Bay," ani Gimatu.
Aniya; ilan pang
kompanya ang nagpa-
hayag ng kanilang
pagsuporta sa rehabi-
litasyon ng Manila Bay

this proj
positivel

at iba pang daluyan ng

"Mr. Ang.generous-
ly pledg% 1 billion for

tubig kabilang 'na rito
ang SM Group para sa
Parafiaque River at
ang Megaworld para
naman sa¢Mar|kma
River.

"Let us put our‘
minds together, roll up
our sleeves, and more
importantly, commit
ourselves for the reha-

bilitation of Manila Bay
for the presentand the

future generations,"
pahayag pa ni Cimatu
sa mga pinuno at rep-

resentante (ng iba't
ibang ahensiya ng:
gobyerno na kasama

sa rehabilitasyon.

Dagdag |pa nito,

"My fellow workers in
government, Adminis-

trative Order ﬁo. 16has

DR HILDA €. ONG

laid down our tasks.
We have all been
hand-picked to do this
job. Let us be bra-
ve and courageous
enough to accept this
colossal challenge of
rehabilitating Manila
Bay"

Ayon din sa dating
military chief, ang reha-
bilitasyon ng Manila
Bay ay hindi lamang
isyu tungkol sa ka-
likasan bagkus ay
tungkol din ito sa so-
cial at economic issue.
"As we remove and
move people, and
weed out industries
and structures that vi-
olate the law and
hinder our work for
Manila Bay," aniya pa.




EDITORIAL  CARTOON

Q, UPPER PAGE1  BANNER
\7 STORY STORY
PAGE LOWER
Department of Environment and Natural Resources | f 2 e IMA HonAe
~ AR 7019
|

3STRATEGIC COMMUNICATION INITIATIVES SERVICE DATE

AWG Nancinoiaans Pararasans Tacat oG sa Basaa

Bagong opisina ng LMB, sa QC na

Binuksan na sa publiko ang Staff ng LMB.
bagong opisina ng Department of Ellalyn De Vera-Ruiz
Environment and Natural Resources-
Land Management Bureau (DENR- :
LMB) sa Quezon City, 10 buwan f
ang makalipas makaraang matupok :
ang dating gusali ng ahensiya sa
sBinondo, Maynila.

Kinumpirma ni LBM Director
Emelyne Talabis na balik-serbisyo
na sila at inabisuhan ang publiko na
maaari na silang magtungo sa bagong
tanggapan ng ahensiya sa Estuar
Building, Quezon Avenue.

“We are now ready to process
land applications, survey and dispose
alienable and disposable lands in our
new home,” sabi ni Talabis.

Mag-oopisina sa bago nilang gusali
ang Oftfice of the Director at Assistant
Director, lahat ng Bureau Divisions,
kabilang naang Records and Knowledge
Management, Geodetic Surveys, Legal,
Land Policy and Planning, at Land
Management.

QOokupa rin sa lugar ang Center for
Land Administrationand Management,
anundin ang Bids and Awards

ommittee at Administrative Support
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| 8 tatapo ;-
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relokz_isyen, clepn-,up'o ons at p
s;anlngg arma
byembre 2015 hanggang Hulyo 3

RRC sa 1,049 i fer fa

IargetnaZ.Onganba’u ng reloc:
n at Cavite masimulan na
__g Pl'lmziy rochag

ddll ng
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ULING pinanﬁu.n
ng|Pasig River Rehabill
tion Commission (PRRC)
ang malawakang pagliliniis
at [clearing operations: sa
Estero de Magdalena sanhi
nang walang pakundangang
pagtatapon ng basura ng
mega residente sa mga ba-
rafigay na dinadaluyan ng
nasabing estero nitong
Huwebes. {ih

Kamakailan lamanﬁ na-
katuon ang atensiyon ng
leRC sa paglilinis ng Este-
ro de Magdalena gayundin
ang relokasyon, clean-up

-operations at public infor-

mation campaigns sanhi ng

aaalarmang dami ng ba-
syrang bumabara sa ¢stero.

Mula Nobyembre 2015
hanggang Hulyo 3 2018,
ihatag ng PRRC sa' 1,049
informal settler families
mula sa target na
(015 sa iba’t ibang feloca-
tion sites sa Bulacan at/Cavite
ang masimulan n
onstruksiyon ng P17-mil-
ong Estero de agdalena

Ngunit hindi pa rin jito

"pinaugalagaan ng mga pa-

milyang nakatira malapit
sa estero dahil sa ulat/na
may nagsipagtayuang kaba-
hayan muli sa Estero de
Magdalena kaya nagbaba-
bala na si PRRC Executive
Director Jose Antonio “Ka
Pepeton” E. Goitia sa mga
barangay officials at local
government units. ‘
“This morning 1 ordered
all efforts of PRRC ta be
concentrated again | in
Estero de Maﬁdale.na.
Please,” kung ‘di kaya
hayaan na lang kami ang
umawa an pa% ilinis at re-
cation. To all the LGU’s
responsible we will file all
the cases against you. Puro
kayo pangako sa confe-
renﬁe,’ sabi ni Goitia. |
akipag-ugnayan na rin
ang PRRPC sa iba’t}i(bang ahen-
siya upang magsagawa ng
j(l)int intggagency massive
clean-up drives mapaun-
lad ané) kalidam ilogaha-

O DE MAGDALENA,
N NA NAMAN NG PRRC

linear park development,

bang dumadaan sa rehabilita-
syon ang tabing ilog nito.

Dagdag pa rito ang slope
protection sa estero na sini-
mulan na bilang bahagi ng
linear park development.

Gayunman, tumanggap
[m rin ang PRRC na patu-
oy sa pagdami ang basura
sa Estero de Magdalena sa
harap ng ibayo nilang reg-
ular na paglilinis at clean-
up operation.

“To our brothers in the
MMDA, DENR, DPWH
and DILG, we need your

support. Let’s clean this .

estero again, Nilinis na na-
tin ito, e. Pinabayaan, €.
Mga Chairman, makisama
naman kayo at hindi puro
sa gobyerno n’yo iaasa
katamaran n’yo. Puro ka-
yo ngakngak,” galit na si-
nabi ni Goitia.

iniit pa ni Gotia na tung-

kulin at responsibilidad ng:

mga barangay official ang
tamang solid waste manage-
ment sa kanilang mga baran-
gay Na pinamumunuan.
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TINUTUKAN NA NAM mmﬁce

nang walang pakun-
dangang pagtat: pon ng
basura ng mga
sa mga barangay na di-
nadaluyan ng nas
estero nitong Huy
Kamakailan
nakatuon ang 4
ng PRRC sa pa
ng Estero de Magdalena
gayundin ang relokasyon,
clean-up operaTcms at
public informatipn cam-
paigns sanhi ngfnakaaa-
larmang dami pg bas-
urang bumabara $a estero.
Mula  Nobyembre
2015 hanggang Hulyo 3
2018, naihatag ng PRRC
sa 1,049 informal settler
families (ISFs) jmula sa
target na 2,015|sa iba’t
ibang relocati sites

Ngunit™ hindi pa rin
ito pinangalagaan ng
mga pamilyang nakatira

it sa estero dahil
| may nagsipag-

Il efforts of PRRC
ncentrated again
de Magdalena.

guma -a ng paglilinis
at rclccatmn To all the
LGUs||respon51ble we
will all the cases

agaiu;:ﬁyou. Puro kayo

sabi ni Goitia.

Naki] Jag-ugﬁayan na
rin ang PRRC sa iba’t
ibang ahenmya upang|
magsagawa ng' _joint,
inter-agency mx«fsSlve
clean-up |drives pé:a ma-
paunlad ang kahdad ng
ilog hab: gdumadaah sa
rehabilitasyon ang tabmg
ilog nito.

Dagdag pa rito ang
slope protection sa estero
na sinimulan na bilang
bahagi ng linear park de-
velopmept

Gayunman, inamin
ng PRRC na patuloy
sa pagdami ang basura
sa Estero de Magda-
lena sa harap ng ibayo
nilang regular na pag-
lilinis at clean-up ope-
ration. il

“To | our Brethers.
in the MDA DENR
DPWH and DILG we

need your supppn;. Let’s

Nilinis na natin ito, e.
Pinabayaan, e. Mga
Chairman, makisama na-
man kayo at hindi puro sa
‘gobyerno n’yo iaasa kata-
maran n’yo. Puro kayo
ngakngak,” galit na sinabi
ni Goitia.

Iginiit pa ni Gotia
na tungkulin at responsi-
bilidad ng mga barangay
official ang tamang solid
waste management sa ka-
nilang mga barangay na
pinamumunuan.

clean tt:is estero again. |




UPPER PAGE 1 BANNER  EDITORIAL CARTOON
'l'pINo I STORY STORY

LOWER

2 2 MAR 2019

0PI MSEHEIE BT DA G IO I CORPOIRATION PAGE

Department of Environment and Natural Resources

STRATEGIC COMMUNICATION INITIATIVES SERVICE - SALAMIN NG KATOTOHANAN -

DATE




N STRATEGIC [ ! |
§ COMMUNICATION A,[o UPPER PAGE]  BANNER 55?64 AL ARG
g INITIATIVES usmess or 1 low“? STORY STORY
> SERVICE | n

e L

TITLE:

edttorm

The pl astic pollutlon

proble
il
is unfortuﬂﬁte that protecting the environment is
louded with much in the way of political agendas
d fear mongering. It is often CllfFlClllt to separate
the hype from the reality of the problems. Further,
the attitude of mapy of the enwronmﬂntal groups is: “We
are right, end of discussion’

|

growing concern that s going to require that we change our habits and
attitud les. Every plastic bag that winds up in the ocean, on our streets,
or clogging our waterways ultimately comes down to one person and
one plastic bag. , '
Cities that have banned plastic grocery bagp are trying to do their
parttolchange our behavior, and sometimes 1tlsinconven1ent tochange.

However, none of s can deny the fact thi}“plastic pollution” is a

In the United States, it was not until the 1960s that people were
broughit into the light about road littering. Fines were introduced for
throwing waste out of cars and the laws were enforced Eventually the
public’s mindset changed, and littering became socially unacceptable.
Social guilt about littering became common.

US Bresident Dwigthlsenhoweronce said that the government could
legislage behavior but that it could not legislate attitude. But over time, a
differeht and better attitude eventfully kicks in. Right now, our attitude
is that pollution is sonq'eone else’s problem, and that needs to change.
Plastic pollution is a monumental problem not only because of the
-amount of waste but also the variety of throwaway plastic products
many ¢f which we do lﬁot even think about. Because it is not a problem
that cah be solved 1rnn£ed1ately or totally, we haVe to break it down into
pieces @nd take one step at a time. When we are told that we need to
bag plastic bags, plastic drinking straws, and Tlastic sachets of prod-

ucts that lower economic classes depend upon,|it does not——or maybe
is not—+look feasible at’ at once.

Ob 'ously we need to expand on severally limiting the use of plas-
tic grogery bags. These bags are big business and are an integral part
of our retail businesses from supermarkets to sari- sari stores. There is
also some hypocrisy when a supermarket on one side of the street in
another city cannot use plastic bags while the one across the street in
anothet city is free to use whatever it wants. Thlere has to be some sort
of nati¢nal coordination of the laws as much as we also disagree often
with “imperial Manila.”

Further, local and the national government must be proactwe in
helping businesses cope with changes in the law.

Under Republic Act 9003, or the Solid Waste Management Act, local
governments are tasked with solid waste management in their respec-
tive arens, Thatisunrealistic given the huge differencesin LGU funding,
population, location and the economic status :} its citizens. |

When an environmental group says that there is the. need to pass on
theburflen to manufacturers, that showsj ignorance ofhow the realworld
works. Manufactures ‘rov1de single-use sachets{ of coffee, for example,
becausg that is only what many people can afford.

Thete needs to be a separate national level task force which would
include all stakeholde_rs_ to formulate a long-term plan. But initially,
'solvinglthe plastic pol]ﬁtion problems starts wit’h each one of us.
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Govt eyes new water

agencies to solve crisis

AS a long-term solution to the water
crisis that hit the country this month, the
government is drafting two bills that will
create separate water bodies, a Palate of-

ficial said on Thursday.

Cabinet Secretary Karlo Nograles, in a
statement, said department secretaries,
agency heads and representatives drafted

abill creating a body focused on economic
and financial regulation and another
responsible for policy formulation and

resource regulation.

Nograles added that two draft bills were also
endorsed for approval and submission to the
Legislative Executive Development Advisory

»{risisA2

two separate bodies involving water.

The first bill, he said, wou
“act as the apex body for the wat
resources sector.”

“This agency will consohda
and reconcile water-related pol-
icy, planning and programmi
mandates of the different agen-
cies involved in water resour
management. It will likewi
ensure the efficient allocation of
water resources across sectors
Nograles added.

On the other hand, the seconld
body will be an independent and
quasi-judicial body for water sup
ply and sanitation.

“The office will ensure quality
performance of water concessioq—
aires and ensure transparency and
predictability in economic regula-
tion of water service providers,"
Nograles said.

Council — bills that would creit
I

¢

The draft bills came after the
government submitted a draft
Executive Order reconstituting
the National Water Resources
Board (NWRB), which will be
responsible for policy, direction-
setting and integration of all
government efforts pertaining to
water, under the supervision of
the Office of the President. |

Nograles said the draft bills were
floated during a high-level inter-
agency meeting on water securi
at the Department of National
Defense (DND) in Quezon Citj.1

The inter-agency group, head-
ed by the DND, involves at lea‘Tst
30 agenaes

Some of its members are the
National Economic and De-
ve]opment Authority, and the
departments of Agriculture, En-
ergy, Environment and Natural
Resources, Health, Public Works
and Highways and Science and
Technology, National Disaster
R.lSk Reduction and Management
Counc1l Local Water Utilities
Administration, Metropolitan
Waterworks and Sewerage System

(MWSS) and NWRB, |

Water department

The private sector also raised the
need for a Department of Water to
“harmonize” water management
and ensure ample supply.

At the National Water Sum-
mit ‘also on Thursday, experts
said creating a water depart-
ment as well as a water regula-
tory commission would clarify
the infrastructure and account-
ability for water resource man-
agement and provide a more ef-
ficient and effective governance
in the sector.

“The Department of Water
aims to serve as the apex body for
all water-related functions. It will
harmonize and converge relevant
policies and even strategies to
develop, conserve and use water
resources in this country,” said Dr.
William Dar, former Agriculture
secretary.

Former Environment secretary
Elisea Gozun said the creation
of an apex body for water was
proposed in 1997 when the

" country was hit by a severe El

Nifio. She noted that the draft
bill was prepared for the creation
of Water Resources Authority of
the Philippines and was filed in
1998. But the measure gathered
dust in Congress.

Waiveﬂbilling

Meanwhile, the MWSS urged Ma-

~ nila Water Co. Inc. not to charge

its customers who were hit by
service interruptions.

“If possible, waive or defer
the billing; to protect customers
with consumption of less than 10
cu.m. (cubic meters) since they
usually belong to the low-income
category,” MWSS chief regulator
Patrick Lester Ty told reporters also
on Thursday.

RALPH U.VILLANUEVA,
EIREENE JAIREE GOMEZ

AND JORDEENE B. LAGARE ,

SIOnY
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\B/.yVito Barcelo, Maricel
. Cruz, Macon Ramos-
Araneta and Rio N. Araja

resource regulation.
Cabinet Secre Karlo Nograles
said two draft bills|had been endorsed
for approval and [submission to f:he‘
Legislative Executive Development
Advisory Council (LEDAC), bills that
would create two separate bodies in-
volving water, '
“One of the proposed agencies that
will be formed wjll act as the apex
dy,.for .the water resources sector.

Next page

I
— gl

i
Palace...
FromA1 [ NE
programming mangdates of the different

agencies involved in water resource man-

agement. It will likewise ensure the effi-

cient allocation of water Tesources across

sectors,” Nograles said. e

“The second body will be an independ-
ent and quasi-judicial body for water sup-
ply and sanitation. The office will ensure
quality performance of water concession-
aires and ensure transparency and predict-
ability in economic regulation of water
service providers,” he said. :

He said that there are currently 30 or
so agencies involved in water resources
management but the water problem could
not be resolved.

“For example, there are four agencies
involved in|resource assessment, four in-
volved in policy, seven in water supply,
four in saq‘itation, five in water quality
management, and six in watershed man-
agement,” the Palace official said.

“And yet, there is no single repository of
water data, and no regularly updated water
availability/data. This is an untenable situ-
ation,” he said.

Nograleq‘ also cited short-term meas-

“ures that would be undertaken to address

the water supply problems in Metro Ma-

mila by the standby deep wells designated

for'use during natural disasters.

“There are a total of 109 of these wells
in NCR, and the National Water Resourc-
es Board will work with the MWSS to
identify which wells can be tapped, and
to ensure that water quality in these wells
is evaluated and constantly monitored.”
Nograles said. :

“There |is a need for a government-led
policy for the sustainable optimization
of water resources. For instance, the wa-
ter run-off used by hydro power plants to
move their turbines.” he said.

“What’s absurd is that the households
near and along those rivers, they don’t have
water for domestic use. Aside from house-
holds, we should find a way to make use of
run-off water from hydro power plants to
water farms and industries.” he added.

In related developments: .

* House Minority Bloc Leader and Qu-
ezon Rep. Danilo Suarez has offered sev-
eral water sources in his province to help
easeithe sj‘nortage in Metro Manila.

At a congressional hearing, the con-
struction of at least one was reported to
have been started but work was suspended
due to an accident the resulted in the deah
of six workers.

Suarez said the Sumag River Diversion
Project shall supplement the water from
Umiray River going to the Angat Reser-
voir, which shall increase the supply to the
Maynilad Water Services and the Manila
Water Co.
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Executive branch eyes creation

By BERNADETTE D. NicoLAs
W @BNicolasBM

HE Executive branchistar-
geting tosetup twoseparate
agencies that will regulate

the Philippine water sector follow-
ing the supply crisis that hou : ed

residents and business establish-
ments in Metro Manila and nearby
areas in recent days.

CabinetSecretaryKarloNograles
said on Thursday that several de-
partments have already agreed to
endorse for approval and su

sion to the Legislative-Exequtive

Development Advisory Counéll of
two draft bills, which will cneate
an agency focused on econgmic
and financial regulation, and an-
other which would be responsible
for policy formulation andresource
regulation.

“Oneofthe proposedagenciesthat

will be formed will act as the apex
body for the water-resources sector.
This agency will consolidate land
reconcile water-related policy, plan-
ning and programming mandates
of the different agencies involved in
water-resource management. It will
likewise ensure the efficient alloca-
tion of water resources across|sec-
tors,” Nograles said in a statement.
Headded the second bodywillbe
an independent and quasi-judicial
body for water supply and sanita-
tion. The office will ensure quality
performance of water concession-
aires and ensure transparencyand
predictability in economic regula-
tion of water-service providers.

Moreover, agencies have also
agreed during the high-level in-
teragency meeting last Wednes-
day that the national government
should spearhead efforts to opti-

lize water resources, which are
expected to become more limited
with the onset of El Nifio.

“There is a need for a govern-
ment-led policy for the sustainable
optimization of water resources.
Forinstance, thewater run-offused
byhydropowerplants tomove their
turbines, weare just throwing it to
the river,” he said.

“What’sabsurdisthatthehouse-
holds riear and along those rivers,
they have no water for domestic
use. Aside from households, we
should find a way to make use of
run-off water from hydro power
plants to water farms and indus-
tries,” Nograles added.

Asforthe short-term measures,
Nogralesassured the publicthatthe
National Water Resources Board
(NWRB) will be activating stand-
by wells designated for use during
natural disasters.

“There are a total of 109 of
these wells in National Capi-
tal Region, and the NWREB will
work with the Metropolitan Wa-
terworks and Sewerage System
[MWSS] to identify which wells
can be tapped, and to ensure that
water quality in these wells is
evaluated and constantly moni-
tored,” he said.

Healsosaid adraftexecutive or-
der (EO) strengthening the NWRB
andaddressingthe fragmented wa-
ter sector is now being crafted.

of 2 water agencies

The Cabinet official earlier noted that

one of the provisions of the proposed EQ will
include the reconstitution of the NWRB under
the Office of the President to ensure that all
30-plus agencies involved in water resource
management are on the same page.

TheNWRBis currently underthe supervision

ofthe Departmentof Environmentand Natural
Resources by virtue of E0 123, Series of 2002.

“Currently there are 30 or so agencies
involved in water resources management.
There are four agencies involved in resource
assessment, four involved in policy, seven in
water supply, four in sanitation, five in water
quality management, and six in watershed

management,” he said. .

“There is no single repository of water
data, and no regularly updated water
availability data. This is an untenable
situation,” Nograles said.

On Tuesday night, President Duterte
threatened to fire officials of MWSS and
terminate the government’s contracts with
private water concessionaires Maynilad and
Manila Water over the water crisis.

The President has also ardered officials to
submit a report on the water shortage before
April 7, after which the President will decide
“whether heads will roll” or “whether the-
contracts will be terminated.”
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| WATER SUMMIT.
| Photo shows (from
left) Elisea Gozon
former Deparment
of Environment and
i Natural Resources

| secretary; Ramon
Alikpala Cluster B
Expert; Roderick

M. Planta, assistant
secretary for

| Infrastructure

staff, Dr. Sevillo D.
David Jr.,, executive
director of NWRB
who attended a
press conference

| forthe Natonal
Water Summit held
at NOVOTEL in
Araneta Center in
Cubao, Quezon City.
Manny Palmero
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FOI invoked
on Kaliwa
Dam deal

By CECILLE SUERTE FELIPE

Several groups are pressing
the government to make public
the contract it has entered into|
with China on the Kaliwa Dam
project.

Human rights lawyer and
opposition senatorial candidate
Chel Diokno yesterday said
groups opposing the Kaliwa Dam
project have sent the government
several letters requesting access
to official documents related to
the project, invoking the Freedom
of Information (FOI) law.

Diokno, who serves as lea
counsel of the groups, warne
that the government faces legal
action if it fails to comply.

He said they sent the FOl letter
of request to Executive Secretary
Salvador Medialdea and Secretary
Teodoro Locsin Jr. of the Depart-
ment of Foreign Affairs.

Diokno said they are specifi-
cally asking the two officials t&)
produce the documents: Pref:
erential Buyer’s Credit Loa
Agreement on the New Centen-
nial Water Source-Kaliwa Da
Project between the Metropolitan
Waterworks and Sewerage Sys-
tem and the Export-Import Bank
of China, and the Commerc:ﬁ'i

Contract of the New Centen-
nial Water Source-Kaliwa D

|
Turn to Page 8

ing Corpo i‘ai:wn

Diokno stressed the
agreement surroundmg the
Kaliwa Dam is a matter of
public concern, emphasiz-
ing that Filipinos have a
constitutional right to know
the terms of the deal.
e are also concerned
that these contracts may
contain onerous provisions
that are agamst the interest
of Filipinos,” Diokno added.
“We will not know unless
the deal is made public and

‘the documents are shown.”

Diokno also reiterated
questions regarding the
government’s preference
for a Chinese partner for
the project, given that a pro-
posal made by a Japanese
firm has been shown to have
more favorable terms.

He explained the access

to documents regarding the

deal with China should help
the pubim evaluate other
pmpma.lsU

The FOI letter to Me-
dialdea and Locsin was
signed by Apolinar Derilo

of Task Force Sierra Madre

for Ba]am:e Ecology; Fr.
Peter qutalhana of the
Save Sierra Madre Network
Alliance; Conrado Vargas
of Prelature of Infanta-
Community Organization
of the I’hxhppmeq Mar-
celino Tena of Samahan ng
mga Katutubong Agta/
Dumagat-Remontado na
Binabaka at Ipinagtatang-
gol ang Lupang Ninuno;
pishop Bernardino Cortez
of the Prelature of Infanta;
Oscar Catilo of the PAMB-
Premdenﬁal Proclamation
1636 and Sandlwaan Laban
sa Kali Dam Coordi-
nating Qroup, and Dem-
osthenes Raynera of the

Tribal Ce%xter for Develop-

ments

~ The project
| Malacanang is leaving it to
Medialdea to respond to the
request of Diokno and other
critics of the project. “They
should formally request for
that... I will leave it to the Ex-
ecutive Secretary since the let-
ter is addressed to him. I WLII
not preempt his response,”
presidential spokesman Sal-
';vador 15/ !
| The roposai to build
the Kaliwa Dam in Infanta,
Quezona:a another source of
water was raised during the
- prevzous administrations.

Under the deal, the dam

will be funded through offi-
cial development assistance
om China and will be built

hin _' Energy Engineer-

| But -_nvn:onment groups
and local officials are op-
posed to the construction

of the da,m saying it would

cause floods, displace resi-

dents and dl,stroy Sierra

Madre’s biodiversity.
. Panelo earlier said the
administration could stop
the Kaliwa Dam project if it
is fraught with anomalies.
will push through
haps anomalies are
ered,” he said.
urse, the President
_ anything, unless
§ a contract already.
might be impairment
ations in the con-
it can be (stopped)
as fr_-aud in entermg

| Panelo, also pre51dent1a1
cl'uef legal counsel, said the

/s
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on request for
' Kaliwa Dam
documents

Despite its earlier pronounce-
mex?t that it is promoting
transparency in government,
Malacanang has avoided a cat-
egorical response to the re-
quest of some groups for doc-
uments on the China-funded
Kaliwa Dam project.

Presidential  spokesperson
Salvador Panelo on | Thursday
declined to-say if the govern-
ment would grant the freedom
of information request made by
groups opposed to the dam’s
construction in Quezon province
using loans from China.

“I will leave it to the execu-
tive secretary [Salvador Medi-
aldea] since the [groups’] letter
is addressed to him. I will not
preempt his response,” Panelo
said ata press briefing.

Earlier this week, Mala-
canang said it was open to dis-
closing infrastructure deals
with Chinese companies to
promote transparency in the
bureacracy.

“Well, why not? That’s pur-
suant to transparency,” Panelo

* said in a previous press brief-

ing about the recent trip of
Philippine officials to Beijing
to discuss further infrastruc-
ture cooperation with China.
Senatorial  candidate Chel
Digkno, lead counsel of groups
opposed to the dam's construc-
tion, said the request for access
to official documents related to
the project was meant to check
if there were “onerous provi-
sions” in the agreement with
China. —juLIE M. AURELIO INQ
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'By Vincent Cal reza
@vincentcabrezalNQ "

BAGUIO CIT‘l’L—Saying they
were left out:-of the deal,
Cordillera executives this week
formed a team to study the Chi-
' nese-funded Chico River pump
irrigation project and to deter-
mine if upland communities can

get a bigger share of farm water. -

Under the project, rice farms
spanning 7,500 hectares in 18
villages in Tuao town and one
“village in Piat town, both in Ca-
gayan province, will be served
by Chico wateh according to a
project profile for the P4.37-bil-
lion irrigation system.

Dubbed the first of govern-
ment’s flagship projects to be fi-
nanced by China under the

. “Build, Build, Build” infrastruc-
| ture program,‘the Chico pump

project will alsb serve 1,170 ha of
farms at Pinukpuk town in

CORDILLERA WANTS BIGGER WATER
SHARE FROM CHICO RIVER DEAL

i

CAMC Engineering Co., to secure
the free, prior and informed con-
sent (F?IC) of indigenous peo-
ples (IP) who live near the river.
The FPIC certification is
mandated when development

projects are undertaken in the

IP’s ancﬁestral domain.
Fi i
. |

. IPrights
Chico River was a key ele-
ment in the crusade for IP rights
during| martial law. Families
from Kalinga and Mountain
Province blockaded areas pin-
pointed as sites for four hydro-
electric dams, leading to con-
frontations with soldiers secur-
ing the areas from 1977 to 1979.
Activists opposed to the Mar-
cos dictatorship and Cordillera
clans_also rallied against the
Chico Dam projects. ;
The Chico irrigation project,
howevler, does not require a
dam. Proponents will install six

Kalinga province. pump units, with a capacity to
{’ draw river water at the rate of

. Consultation 3,000 liters per second.
“Irrigating Cagayan rice fields These pumps will transmit
is very important and we are not  water through 43 km of diver-
objecting to m, but the project sion tunnels and about 100 km

appeared to benefit that side of
Luzon more than upland com-
munities travefsed by Chico Riv-
er,” said Baguio Mayor Mauricio
Domogan, c of the Cordillera
Regional Development Council.
The headwaters of the 175-

of lateral canals to be built by
the Chinese contractor.

A $62-billion soft loan se-
cured h‘mm China Exim Bank for
the project had been criticized by
oppositors for its high interest
rates, Elompare_d to loan packages

kilometer Chico River come offere by other countries.
from Mountain Province and : Tﬂ':lgovemment insisted that
empty into the CagayanValley.  thede: was properly vetted.

“We resolved to form the
fact-finding t so we can get
to the bottom of complaints
that host communities were not
properly consulted [about the
irrigation program|,” Domogan
told the council meeting on
Tuesday in l#ontoc, the Moun-
tain Province capital.

He said the council would
want to examine the project’s
environmental compliance cer-
tificate, which would have re-
quired the Tlcontractor, China

en completed in 2023,
the project would make avail-
able farm water for 4,350 fami-
lies that would generate 87,000
metric tons of crops and “incre-
mental crop income” of P93,026
per h%ctare ayear.

“If Cagayan would indeed
reap 'more benefits from the
proje:ct, then provisions must be
set in place so communities
wheﬁe the water comes from
would be compensated,” Domo-
gansaid. INQ
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Cebu firm offers water-purification technology
to help address Metro Manila water-supply woes

By Jonarnan L. Ny va)

W (oot viga

CEBU-BASED fivm isjpush-
ing for the application of
desalination and reyersed
osmosis to help address the peren
nialwater-supply shortage besetting
Metro Manilaand nearby provinces.
Mactan Rock Industries Inc., a
manufacturer of Water-trealtment
chemicals and equipment, is/offer-
ing its water-treatment techpology
to industrial and commercial es-
tablishments, to extract and purify
raw water from the heavily polluted
ManilaBay, orriverslike Pasig River
and Marikina River.
The company was among the
exhibitors that showcased| their

products and technologies during
the Water Philippines 2019 Exhibi-
tion happening from March 20 to
22 at the SMX Convention Center
in Pasay City.

Antonio Tompar, CEO of Mactan
Rock, told the BusiNESSMIRROR
that desalination or reversed os-
mosis, basically a process toi make
saline or brackish water fresh and
drinkable, is a viable Sc')lutlon to
ater-

Metro Manila's perennial
supply problem.

The desalination technology,
particularly reversed osmosis

which| the company specializes
in. is already “ripe” especially for
a commercial and industrial area
like Manila Bay.

He said availing the technol-
ogy, because of the need to install
desalination equipment and use of
chemicals, would entail some costs.
However, compared to decades ago
when the technology providersand
equipment are limited, desalina-
tion is much cheaper and afford-
able today.

“It’s like the calculator, When 1
wasincollege, itcosts P1,500. Now,
it is cheaper,” he said.

“We already have reversed os-
mosis in the Philippines. We al-
ready have 36 desalination plants
all aver the country. We have in
Davao, Aparri, but mostlyin Mac-
tan, Cebu. We also have three in
Metro Manila,” he said.

“In the Manila Bay area, like in
Mall of Asia, all those bighotels, we
can supply them directly,” he said.

Tompar said going for desali-
nated water is relatively cheaper
than the cost of freshwater com-
ing from Angat Dam because the
water companies charge consum-
ers for the cost of water treatment
and distribution.

“We charge only less than P80
per cubic meter [cum]. The usual is

more thana P100 per cum,” he said,
addingdesalinated orpurified water
from the river is much cheaper. Wa-
terextracted fromrivers, hesaid, can
supply villages near the river.

About 96 percent of raw wate:
supply for Metro Manilaand nearby
provinces like Bulacan, Cavite and
Rizal come from Angat dam. Be-
cause of the increased population
and expansion of service areas, the
demand for water over the yearshad
outgrown the current maximumwa-
ter allocation of 4,000 million liters
per day (MLD).

The water demand for the East
Zone of Metro Manila, which has
6.8 million water consumers and
customersserviced by Manila Water
Co. Inc. spiked to as many as 1,740
MLDin Februarythisyear, exceeding
the 40-percent share or 1,600 MLD
it gets from the total water alloca-
tion from Angat, resulting in severe
water-service interruption that af-
fected about 1.2 million customers.

Manila Water started operating
its water-treatment plant in Car-
dona, Rizal, on March 14, extract-
ing raw water from Laguna de Bay.
The company uses reversed osmosis
to purify the water it now distrib-
utes to its customers to augment
the water allocation it receives from
Angat dam.
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PCCI says water crisis
to hurt competitiveness

THE Philippine Chamber of
Commerce and Industry (PCCI)
called for the development of new
sources of water as a long-term
solution to the shortage saying
stop-gap measures would not be
sufficient,

The group has expressed con-
cern over the water shortage ex-
perienced in Metro Manila which
is “not only hurting consumers
but could also affect the coun-
try’s competitiveness standing,
particularly investors’ interest be-
cause water is an important input
to industry.”

“The shortage we are experienc-
ing now is obviously a cause for
alarm,” said Alegria Sibal Limjoco,
president of PCCI

“We are already seeing that
the demand for clean water has

Cause for alarm. New water source will be key in solving
the water shortage.

exceeded the rate of replenish-
ment from existing sources. And
unless we develop other sources
while slowing down our demand
for water, we are faced with dire
consequences that could have
negative impact on our goals
to achieve industrialization and
economic transformation,” Lim-
joco said.

PCCI said stop-gap initiatives
should be complemented by
long-term measures that will ef-
fectively and efficiently manage
and utilize the country’s water
resources.

“If no measures are taken to
address the current supply short-
age, the water crisis expetienced
now could become a normal oc-
currence in the future, “ Limjoco
added.
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Dept. vs water crisis, kailangan —Tolentino

Binigyang-diin ni Atty.
Francis Tolentino na kailangan
nang magkaroon| ng isang
kawanihan na mfipgangasiwa sa
tubig, bilang pangmatagalang
solusyon sa krisis na nararanasan
ngayon ng bansa. '

“Pangmatagalahgsolusyon po
ang pagkakaroon ng Department

of Water Resources Management
na kinakailangang maisabatas sa
lalong madaling panahon,” ani
Tolentino.

“Ang isyu ng climate change
na siyang ugat ng El Nifo at n
iba pang matiﬁng'mg kalamida
ay hindi na ma-re-reverse, subalit
maaaring mabawasan ang epekto

nito lalung-lalo na sa kalusugan at
kabuhayan ng mga tao. Dapat lang
na maging mabilis ang aksiyon ng
pamahalaan sa mga pagkakatong
ito.”

Iminungkahi rin ni Tolentino
ang cloud seeding upang
makatulong sa pagpapadami ng
tubig sa mga dam.



A

—
W —
R

i

TITLE

~ RIGH PAY LESS, POOR PAY MORE

STRATEGIC
COMMUNICATION
INITIATIVES
SERVICE

i

REPORT

UPPER

STORY STORY

PAGE LOWER

] \;,;/ ] 3
PAGE 1 BANMER EDITORIAL  CARIOON

Ty aAD rAsa
2 MAR 72005

DATE

FOR SAME WATER QUALITY-UN

By Ronnel W. Domingo
@RonWDomingoINQ

Billions of people worldwide
still lack access to safe and af-
fordable drinking water and
sanitation facilities, a basic hu-
man right, no thanks to social
exclusion and inequality, ac-
cording to the United Nations|

In the World Water Devel-
opment Report 2019 released
prior to Friday’s observance of
World Water Day, the UN said
that if exclusion and inequality
were not dealt with, efforts to
provide water and sanitation
would fail to reach those most
in need.

It said people were being left
behind for reasons related to is-
sues like gender, ethnicity, cul-
ture and socioeconomic status,

“Exclusion, discrimination,
entrenched power asymmetries,
poverty and material inequali-
ties are among the main obsta-
cles to fulfilling the human
rights to water and sanitation
and achieving the water-related
goals of the 2030 Agenda for
Sustainable Development.”

“While the wealthy general-
ly receive high levels of service
atlow prices, the poor often pay
a much higher price for services
of similar, or lesser quality,”
said Stefan Uhlenbrook, coordi-
nator of the World Water As-
sessment Program which pre-
pared the report.

Slum dwellers
“It is insane that often|in
slum areas, people have to pay

more for a volume of water
than people living in better-off
neighborhoods,” Uhlenbrook
said in a statement.

He said slum dwellers were
paying as much as 20 percent
more for not having piped-in
access to water and sanitation
and instead depend on water
vendors, kiosks and similar al-
ternative sources.

It makes good economic
sense to invest in water supply
and sanitation in general, and
for the vulnerable and disad-
vantaged in particular, the re-
port said.

“Evidence suggests that the
return on investment in water
supply and sanitation services
can be considerably high, espe-
cially when broader macroeco-
nomic benefits are taken into
account,” it said. “Although the
support of the international
donor community will remain
critical in the developing world,
it will remain incumbent upon
national governments to dra-
matically increase investments.”

PH goal: Water for all
In the Philippines, the Na-
tional Economic and Develop-
ment Authority (Neda) said the
country would need investments
of about P1 trillion over the next
12 years, to be able to meet the
goal of water for all by 2030.
Assistant Neda Secretary
Roderick Peralta said the bulk
of the package, at P734 billion,
would have to be invested over
the next four years.
Programs tailored to specific

%
5 N

UNEVEN FLOW Having ésteady supply of drinking water remains a luxury in urban poor

target groups help ensure that
affordable water supply and
sanitation services are available
to all, the UN said.

“While larger centralized
water and sanitation systems
provide opportunities for re-
source-sharing and economies
of scale in high-density urban
communities, less costly de-
centralized systems have been
shown to be successful in
smaller urban settlements,”
the UN said.

It noted that one of the fac-
tors behind the problem was
rapid urbanization.

Sanitation problems

The report also showed
that while the Philippines was
among the majority of coun-
tries worldwide where at least
go percent of the population
enjoyed “basic drinking water
services,” it was also among
the worst-situated minority
where less than half of the pop-
ulation have access to “basic
sanitation services.”

The Philippine situation in
terms of water supply and san-
itation worsens when natural
calamities hit, throwing down
more people below the poverty
threshold and further limiting
their access to water and sani-
tation services.

An example cited was the af-
termath =~ of  Supertyphoon
“Yolanda” (international name:
Haiyan) in 2013 when 23.6 percent
of the “near poor”—or those liv-
ing on between $1.90 and $3.10
per day—fell into poverty. INQ

i,

communities, like the slums of Tondo, Manila. A UN report is calling for bigger investments in
water services for consumers who need them most. —MARIANNE BERMUDEZ
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'UN World Water Development Report: g

FOR

!Poor pay more for water; good governance
‘lkey to making water more accessible.

By JUDITH S. JUNTILLA |

midst the ongoing chaos in

water delivery services (or

lack thereof) in the Philippine

capital, the United Nations has
released a report assessing the state of
water and sanitation amuﬂd the world.
To residents who have been affected by
the weeks-long shortage in Metro Ma-
nila, the report is an opportunity to give
Filipinos the bigger picture: That there
are billions of people around the world
still living without safe water, and that
the situation is far worse for already-
marginalized groups like poor women,
children, refugees, indigenous peoples
and the disabled, who are overlooked
and discriminated against, rsnd have no
access to clean, safe water.|

According to the United Nations
World Water Development Report 2019,
which was released March 19, days
ahead of today’s observance of World
Water Day, the poor and disadvantaged
are often on the losing end of water
services. They end up payi g more for
water, and suffer even more because
of the poor quality of service. The re-
port was prepared by the UNESCO for
United Nations Water (UN Water), a
body which coordinates the efforts of
UN entities and international organi-
zations working on water and sanita-
tion issues.

UN Water reports that water use has
been increasing worldwide by %ﬁ)out 1% per
year since the 1980s. The primary drivers
have been identified as a cofnbination of
population growth, socio-ecm{u_omjc devel-
opment, and changing consumption pat-
terns. The demand is expected to rise as
the need for water continues fto grow and
the effects of climate change ir"ltensify

Things taken for granted by those
who have always had access to clean,
safe water—better health, savings in
time and money, dignity, improved ac-
cess to food and energy, and greater
opportunities in terms of education,
employment and livelihood—are an
aspiration for most people around the
world, majority of whom stand to bene-
fit most from improved access to water
and sanitation,

“The vulnerable and disadvantaged,
who are typically not connected to piped
systems, suffer disproportionately from
inadequate access to safe drinking wa-
ter and sanitation services and often
pay more for their water supply servie-
es than their connected counterparts,”
the report said. Experts estimate that
slum dwellers often depend on water
vendors or other sources for water, and
pay up to 10 to 20 percent more for not
having piped-in aceess to water.

' This is even worse when it comes
to sanitation hecause the poor often
live in areas where they are not part of
any formal system, whether because
their housing arrangements are part of
the informal economy, have no physi-
cal address, or are not even part of the
taxation system. Traditional arrange-
ments in the provision of sanitation
services in urban areas tend to favor
large-scale, centralized systems that
allow for economies of scale. Water,
coupled with sanitation and hygiene,
are key public health issues in sustain-
able development.

The report also stressed the role of
good governance in ensuring the avail-
ability for water for all, especially the
marginalized.

“Government alone cannot always
take on the full responsibility for ‘pro-
viding’ water supply and sanitation

services to all citizens, especially in
low-income settings,” the report said.
“When governments’ role is geared to-
wards policy setting and regulation, the
actual provision of services is carried
out by non-state actors or independent
departments.” Accountability will go a
long way, it further said, toward making
sure the involved institutions are able
to fulfill their mandates.

Furthermore, it stressed that good
governance involves measures and
mechanisms that promote effective
policy implementation along with sanc-
tions against poor performance, illegal
acts and abuses of power. “Holding
decision-makers accountable requires
ability, willingness and preparedness
among rights-helders to scrutinize
actions and non-actions. This in turn
builds on transparency, integrity and
access to information,” the report said.

It observes that expenditure on pro-
viding drinking water and sanitation
typically includes large capital invest-
ments, on top of recurring expenses on
operation and maintenance. In order to
increase affordability, it recommends
lowering the cost of service through
technological innovation and dissemina-
tion, the enhancement of management
through good governance, and increased
transparency, and the implementation of
cost-effective interventions,

In the case of agriculture, the re-
port observed that water infrastruc-
ture remains sparse in rural areas,
where more than 80% of all farms in the
world are smaller than two hectares.
Yet these small farms constitute the
backbone of national food supplies and
contribute more than half of the agri-
cultural production in many countries.
Equal access to water for agricultural
production, it concluded, can spell the
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difference befween farmers merely
surviving or being able to make a living
from agricult fe. 1

The repo  also tackled the issue
of refugees, who are often faced with
barriers to ac¢ess to basic water sup-
ply and sanitation services. The mass
displacement of people puts a strai
water resources—including s i
and hyglene— transition and destina-
tion points, affex ting the policies/of host
governments i’ 0 may be forceh to re-
fuse to accept refugees should the situ-
ation become protracted. i |

Clean water and samtat:mn is
number 6 among the 17 Sustainable
Development (Goals (SDG) adopted
by the UN General Assembly in 2015,
alongside eliminating poverty and

hunger, prbwd ng good health, qual-

ity education and gender equality,

among other goals.

The United Nations World Water
Development Report 2019 is coordinat-
ed by the World Water Assessment Pro-
gramme, and is a joint effort of the UN
agencies and entities which make up
UN Water, working in partnership with
governments, ]%lternatmnal organiza-
tions, NGOs, and other stakeholders.

World Water Day is an international
event observed by the UN. It has been
celebrated globally every year follow-
ing the UN General Assembly’s des-
ignation of March 22 as ‘World Water
Day’ in 1993. In 2019, World Water Day
has adopted the theme, "Leawng No
One Behind”. |

Fe%
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Leaving no one
behind this

WWD 2019

By Peter Paul Duran

VERY March 22nd, the world focuses its
attention on the importance of water.

For this year's World Water Day
celebrations, the theme, much like
the ones that have gone before, delves
on the import'mt matters such as the
pressing issues on water security and
availability.

“Leaving no one | behind,” says
United Nations Watet, which coordi-
nates the efforts of UN entities and in-
ternational organizations working on
water and sanitation issues, adapts the
central promise of the 2030 Agenda
for Sustainable Development that “as
sustainable development progresses,
everyone must benefit.”

Focusing on Sustainable Develop-
ment Goal 6 which aims to provide
water for all by 2030, WWD 2019 cer-
tainly taps its overall goal by leaving
no one behind this year and a decade
to come leading up to their projected
goal.

But today, billions| ot people are still
lwmg without safe water, and accord-
ing to UN Water, huﬁseholds schools,
workplaces, farms and factories still
struggle to survive and thrive.

According to the| international or-
ganization, margma[med groups
— women, children, refugees, indig-
enous peoples, disabled people and
many others — are joften overlooked,
and sometimes face/discrimination, as
they try to access and manage the safe
water they need.

Other factors, such as environ-
mental degradatmn climate change,
population growtﬂ conflict, forced
displacement and| migration flows
can also dlspropomonatelv affect
marginalized groups through impacts
on water. f

This year’s activities is about tack-

ling the water crisis by addressing the

World Water Day poster worldwaterday.org

reasons why so many people are being
left behind and what can be done to
reach them.

It is our basic human right to water
and entitles everyone, without discrim-
ination. It is also everyone's right to
sufficient, safe, acceptable, physically
accessible and affordable water for per-
sonal and domestic use; which includes
water for drinking, personal sanitation,
washing of clothes, food preparation,
and personal and household hygiene,
atcording to the UN Office of the High
Commissioner for Human Rights.

Whoever and wherever you may be
water is our human right, this underpins
public health and, therefore, ©
sustainable deve]opmcnt and a stable
and prosperous world.”

UN-Water adds that we cannot move
forward as a global society while so
many people are living without safe
water.

So for this year, and the years ahead,
let’s band together to bring this valu-
able resource to all individuals regard-
less of any condition.
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WWD PHI IPPINES 2019 STAKEHOLDERS’ MEETING. LWUA Administrator Jeci

Lapus with pro onents from the different public and private entities spearheading the WWD
PH 2019 activities during their stakeholder’s meeting at the employee’s lounge of the LWUA

compund in Katipunan, Quezon City, February 28, 2019. Peter Paul Duran
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Havi'ng heart in service
key to Pasigrehab

By Alyssa Chrizelll Ng Miclat éfnd Peter Paul Duran

N 1999, the Philippine Government, under the admin-

istration of President Joseph Ejercito Estrada, created

the Pasig River Rehabilitation Commission or PRRC
Executive Order (EO) No. 54, as amended by EO No. 65.

The PRRC, a convergence of vari-
ous national agencies, local government
units and non-government drganizations,
aims to rehabilitate the Pasig River into a
condition that is able to support and sus-
tain aquatic life and resourdes as well as
conducive for transport, recreation and
tourism. Its river rehabilitatton and man-
agement model includes
resettlement, riverbank, portation
and tourism development, flood control,
environmental management, -and public
information and advocacy

From 1999 to 2018, P
most 20,000 informal s
of ISFs (out of the 30,050
along the banks of the river

taries, Many of which were
over the estuaries and creeks
garbage that [had] piled und

and new houses, which th

ven residing
and tons of
erneath their

can finally

makeshift houses. Beyond El.i::“e‘tssistanma ;

own and call home, said f:
given new lives consistent

losophy of human dignity.

ilies were
ith the phi-

PRRC’s river patrol gro

heads the

recovery of easements, whidh are trars-
formed into environmental preservation
areas (EPAs) in the form of linear parks,

greenbelts, and walkways NoOW serve
as alternative access roads and avenues for
recreation and ecotourism.

To date, the PRRC has es@blished al-
most 39,000 linear meters of [EPAs along
the main Pasig River. .

Moreover, through thé mandate
lodged with MMDA, at least 57 pump-
ing stations are being operated in flood-

prone areas to minimize solitl wastes in

waterways, to improve drainage systems,
and to improve the discharge of drain-
age water from tributaries surrounded by

populated areas into the Pasig River.
| Other than serving as role models in
their communities, PRRC’s river warriors
onduct daily cleanups in flood-prone ar-
not yet reached by pumping stations.
rom 2012 to 2018 alone, PRRC diverted
1ore than 27 million kilo of solid
wastes from the Pasig River and its tribu-
taries after a series of cleanup activities
and clearing and resettlement operations.
- Given its limited budget and legal
andate, PRRC says it has been doing
its: best to introduce research-based wa-
ter quality improvement technologies to
bring us closer to the water quality much

desired for the river- Class C level.
Together with the Department of Envi-
ronment and Natural Resources and the
Laguna Lake Development Authority, the
PRRC initiated the Pasig River Unified
Monitoring System Project to standardize
the water quality monitoring and data in
different stations along the Pasig River. 7
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As conljmjjng advolacy environmen-
tal awareness is imparted to communities
thro their multrmedla mfonnatlon,
education, and communjcation campaigns
be environmen-
: ible and law-abiding citizens.
: spearheaded the Puso Para sa Tlog
ove for the Pasig River) and Kon-
erorismo (a play of word for counter-

errorism in the )campmgns

¢ Pasig River and iu; 47 tributaries
is, indeed, a tedious ss, if not an
possible feat.” The| recovery, how-
of each estuary aqﬁ creek, coupled
tion of thc com-

adding that the years of
harg wvork and cooperation among gov-
ent agencies togeﬂ)er with the help

DATE

Ina n‘utshe]] more than a hundred spe-

cies of fish, blrds,‘ trees, and aquatic plants
are now seen in the river. People now fish,
travel and do exercise along the Pasig
River and its tributaries. Last October 16,
2018, the Pasig River, through the leader-
ship of Executive Director Jose Antonio
E. Goitia, won the Inaugural Asia River
Prize given by the International River
Foundahon (IRF) followed by China’s
Yangtze River as the runner-up.

During the a;mmmcement, the IRF

said thz Jjudges were really impressed

scale of the problem the Pasig
River and the scale of the response
initiated by the PRRC.

Through the 2032 Pasig River Integrated
System Master Pian in effect, and with the
public’s continued support, Executive Di-
rector Goitia is cm)ﬂdent that we can sus-
tain and improve our rehabilitation efforts
so that the Pasig River can outlive us all for

.the sake;of the next generations to come.

m"rrn‘r!'.v

7/2

AFTER |
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eci Lapus with Manila Standard tackling the issue on groundwater. Peter Paul Duran

By Angelica Mirano

~ NDER the skyscrapers of Metro Manila is a ground that is slowly and
| gradually subsiding through the years, this is because of the uncontrol-
“e===  lable climate, but most especially. the man-made repercussions brought
by the over pumping of groundwater.
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[This is the phenomenon in which land
sinks primarily because water that occupies
the ground below is extracted by humans,
f‘a}ler than it is replenished by nature. This

is pne of the issues that seeks immediate at-
tention in our country, our land subsidence.
The ground that we are standing on is now
cogtinuous[y and rapidly sinking.

People might quickly blame global
warming and climate change for this. Al-
though true, this is not the only reason to
blame. Flooding has many more causes,
including those trash or human waste that
blocks the floodway, and narrower water-
ways and the excessive digging for ground-
water.

Professor of Earth and Environment Sci-
ences at the University of Illinois in Chica-
£0, Kevin Rodolfo states that global warm-
ing and climate change truly causes the sea
level to rise but only about 3 millimeter per
year. But he also states that one of the ma-
jor|causes for the subsidénce of land is the
fact that groundwater is overutilized.

his has led to sub- -
sidence since the lack| MR
of | support  below

and clear that we need to find an alternative s
source to groundwater 7/

The former Agriculture secretary and
now president of Inang Lupa Movement,
Mr. William Dar, stated that groundwater
availability is now on a low level with se-
vere drought intensity based on a research
on a Water Summit in Nueva Vizcaya.

Meanwhile, Administrator of Local Wa-
ter Utilities Administration, Jeci Lapus,
during a talk with Manila Standard re-
cently, suggested that an in-depth study
should be done for the groundwater to be
recharged.

This might be done through developing
of water impounding stations purposively
for the replenishment of aquifers,

Huge investments is needed for optimum
result and a long-term solution plan is like-
wise required regarding the problem.

Preparations for World Water Day 2019,
with the theme “Na One Lefi Behind,”
gathered more than 30 agencies involving
water in a stakeholder’s meeting recently.

Lapus says they are
trying to extend to the
farthest household in

ground were decreas-| every water district,
ing due to excessive Theground that'we stating that everyone
extraction of ground-| GF€ stand/ng on is deserves to have ac-
wu)ter, which eventu- now contin UOUS/y and cess to clean water.
ally results to flooding . P Through this, the dig-
in most parts of Metro rap:d!y Sl‘ﬂk!."?g. ging for the ground-
Manila. Groundwater water will be reduced
is used for drinking by R T once clean water from

abaut 50 percent of the
people in the country.

He pointed out that the big cause of wors-
ening flooding is land subsidence due of
so much withdrawal of groundwater. This
causes sinking by as much as six inches ev-
ery year.

fetro Manila was devastated almost ten
years back by a rainstorm, dropping more
than 40 centimeters of rain overa span of 12
hoqrs. Tropical Storm “Ondoy” has shown
hO\T our metro city has sunk over the years,
but hature is not the only baddie in this sad
slor@y. the rapid and poorly planned urban-
ization adds up to the problem.

Increasing population in metro cities is
likewise suspect as humans slowly altered
the lcity’s landscape. Either poor planning
or poor implementation of regulations pro-
moted development in flood plains, with
many residences, along with their garbage,
obstructing key waterways. Many of our
canals are still blocked with trash and the
floodways are still constricted by structures.

ta from the National Mapping and Re-
source Information Autherity or NAMRIA
shows that areas in Metro Manila has sunk
anywhere from 27 inches to 53 inches or
almpst four and a half feet in the span of
30 years, from 1979 to 2009. And is still
continuously sinking,

Signs of lands subsiding are also seen
in parts of Bulacan, Panipanga, San Pedro
and FBiﬁan in Laguna, and in Rosario in
Cavite. And in Nueva Vizcaya, 15 munici-
puliIies faced severe drought in as short as
five lyears from now because of dwindling
groundwater,

In East Asia, the same situation has been
observed in Tokyo and Osaka, Shanghai,
Hanoi, and Bangkok — also due to the ex-
cessive extraction of ground water.

Based on studies, Jakarta is sinking at
a rafe of 10 inches every year — and that
abco\tt 40 percent of the metropolis now lies
bengath sea level. scientists estimate. that
almest all of North Jakarta will be below
sea level in a few decades,

Addressing the issue, the National Wa-
ter Resources Board orf NWRB strongly
recommends that we look for alternative
sourgces of water such as those from rivers
and ;lakes. experts have been pointing loud

the surface will be
available to all, and
the as the administrator points out, this can
be done only if there is a single conductor
of all water agencies- the reason why the
former Tarlac representative has pushed for
the creation of the Department of Water.
“It is now up to us fo follow suit -- bet-
ter late than never. That's why I'm using this
opportunity to appeal to everyone to seri-
ously consider and take steps toward this di-
rection. Let’s not wait for ground subsidence
to slowly and steadily creep throughout the
country. Let’s innovate and embrace a more
sustainable source of water for millions of
Filipinos now and for generations to come,”
said Jeci Lapus during his speech at the 40th
PAWD National Convention at the SMX
Convention Center last February 12.
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UNTIL SUPPLY LASTS
frolics in the spray/from a
fountain at San Lorenzo Ruiz IR
Plaza in Binondo, Manila,on the il ]
eve of World Water Day, which
advocates sustainable use of
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' PARA-PA A MAPRESKUHAN Enjoy sa paliligo si-Mark Joemuel Naquita, taga-UP
Arboretum sa Quezon City, gamit ang malamig na tubig mula : aguﬁang "Baion niAdan”, dal_ul hindi
pa rin najbabalik sa normll'ang:suppty ng tubig sa ka Ilang} . Ipinagdiriwang ngayong Biyernes

ang World Water Day. KEVIN TRISTAN ESPIRITU
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By IRIS GONZALLS

DMCI Mining braces

DMCI MiningLCorp., the
‘mining arm of Congunji-owned
conglomerate DMCI Holdings
Inc, is bracing for a tough 2019
‘with one of its nickel assets still
suspended by the Department
‘of Environment and Natural
Resources (DENR),
~ DMCI Mining| president
‘Cesar Simbulan Jr, said the
stompany’s inventdry is nearly
.depleted. |
' “We will be shipping most-
"1y lower grade nickel which
‘fetches a lower price in the
-market. Our inventory is also
nearly depleted,” he said.

.~ This despite the lifting of

the suspension order on the
company’s other nickel asset,
Berong Nickel Corp. in No-
vember last year.

|| In an order dated Nov. 15,
2018, DENR partially granted
Zambales Diversified Metals
Corp.’s (ZDMCQ) motionlfor

reconsideration by modify- .

ing its earlier closure order
to/ an order suspending the
oﬁlerations, production and
shipment of the company.
/In 2018, DMCI Mining
shipped 643,000 wet metric
tons (WMT) of nickel ore, a
22 percent improvement from
525,000 WMT the prior year.
 Average nickel grade of the
shipments stood at 1.7 percent,

or tough 2019

up 13 percent year-on-year.
This year, the company ex-
pects to ship nickel ore with an
average grade of 1.57 percent.
DMCI Mining is still work-
ing on the reopening of ZDMC.
The DENR earlier said
ZDMC could be permitted to
operate again once it meets cer-
tain conditions, which include
continued rehabilitation and
reforestation of the mine site as
well as management of environ-
mental structures in the area.
ZDMC has since submitted
its action plan to address those
conditions.
On a standalone basis,
DMCI Mining recorded a 93
percentsurge innet income to

ACT MINING

P190 million last yea
DMCI Holdings, m
posted anetincome
lion last year, two pe
than the previous year.
Excluding non-recurring
income of P38 million in 2018
and one-time loss of P281

million in 2017, core net in-
come of DMCI Holdings ac-
tually declined four percggt
year-on-year to P14.5 billion.

Hhe P38 million non-recur-
ring income is attributable to
a P715 million gain on sale of
land by DMCI Homes ar\rd

C (RPC) RATION

P679 million share in accel-
erated depreciation of Sem-
Calaca Power Corp.

In the fourth quarter alone,
DMCI Holdings recorded a
P3billion net income, slightly
lower the P3.1 billion posted
a year ago.
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e suspension
pf shipments by subsidiary Berong
Nickel Corporation (BNC) in
November 2018. i
“We will be ~i ipping mostly
lower grade nickel which
fetches a lower price in the
market. Our inventory is also

nearly depletd ” explained
MCI Mining President Cesar

. Simbulan Jr.
In 2018, {VICI Mining
shipped 643 thou’_

13 percent year- %) year from 1.51
percent. This year, the company
expects to ship nickel ore with an

average grade of{1.57 percent.

I Mining
-l?s weake;‘r 2’19

dwetmetric

. | =

.\‘ A

SEI Mlmng is still
workmg on the neopening of its
other nickel asSet Zambales
Diversified Metals Curporatmn
(ZDMC) b
Orderdated November
15, 20 , the Dg&partment of
Environment and Natural
Resources (DENR) partially
granted ZDM(’s Motion for
Reconsideration by modifying
its earlier Closure Order to
an Orntar sﬁépanding the
operations, pmiductjon and

The DENR also declared

shlpme)l;of theﬁe mpany. | |

that ZDMC may be permitted
to operdte again once it meets
certai conditlons which
include ontmu&d rehabilitation
and refi restatloﬁ of the mine
site as well as management of
environmental s‘tructures in the
area. (J{LL) i
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MCI Mining aims
ship move nickel ove

Cl Mining Corp. aims to ship a to ship nickel ore with;an average

-percent higher volume of nickel grade of 1.57 percent.
e in 2019, despite expecting the Simbulan said all new shipments
ar to be tough. } would come from its Berong mine in
In a regulatory fi ILg on Thurs- Palawan pr]ovmce now fully opera-
ay, the Consunji-I 4 mining tional, as aperations of subsidiary
rm said it shipped 643,000 wet Zambales ﬁrversrfied Metals Corp.
netric tons of nick Ilore last yeér, (ZDMC) reﬁrarned suspended after

22-percent increa } from 525,000 the Deparﬁment of fnyrronment

¢ *and Natural Resources ordered the
6 ent Oesar . Mmovein2016. - .
Id ‘;iorters RS e Last November, th&department
0 ship 800, 000 partlally granted IDMC’s motion for
vhile bracing for  reconsideration by modifying its

WMT of nickel ore,

a more challenging year in light of  earlier closure order ta suspension.
ts diminishing inv ;tory. ALY Italso d%clared that ZDMC might |
! - “We will be shipping mostly operate again once it met certain

ower grade nickel, which fetchesa  conditions. These include the continued
ower price in the market,” Simbu-  rehabilitation and reforestation of the

r‘an said in the ﬁlinf : * mine site, as well as the management of
. Average nickel grade.of the - envrrunmerrtal structures inthearea. -
rhrpments stood q‘ﬂ 70 percent, Last"year Dma Mrning’s net :
up 13 perce nt yeat—on-year from _income sur.ged by 93 percen; to P190
D51 percént:  Hs - ~million from P99 million in 2017.
" Meanwhile, the company expects = ANGELICA BALLESTEROS
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By VG Casuac ¥ @villyge

MCI Mining Corp., a unit of

publicly listed DMCI Holdings

Inc,, on Thursday said it sees a
tough year ahead even with the lifting
of the suspension of one of jts nickel
assets, Berong Nickel Corp., last
November.

“We will be shipping mostly
lower-grade nickel, which fetches
a lower price in the market. Our

inventoryisalso nearly depleted,”
DMCI Mining President Cesar F.
Simbulan Jr. said.

DMCI mining unit
sees tough year ahead

Lastyear,DMCIMiningshipped
643,000 wet metric tons of nickel
ore, a 22-percent improvement
from the 525,000 WMT it shipped
the previous year. Average nickel
grade of the shipments stood at
1.7 percent, up 13 percent year-
on-year from 1.51 percent. This
year, the company expects to ship
nickel ore with an average grade of
1.57 percent. DMCI Mining said it
is still working on the reopening
of its other nickel asset, Zambales
Diversified Metals Corp. (ZDMC).

[n an order dated November
15, 2018, the Department of En-
vironmentand Natural Resources
(DENR) partially granted ZDMC's
motion for reconsideration by

modifying its earlier closure or-
der to just a suspension order on
its operations, production and
shipment.

The DENR declared ZDMCmay
be permitted to Operate again
once it meets certain conditions,
which include continued reha-
bilitationand reforestation of the
mine site, as wel] ag management
of environmental structures in
the area. DMCI said its unit has
since submitted its action plan to
address those conditions.

On a stand-alone basis, DMCI
Mining recorded a 93-percent
surge in net income to P190 mil-
lion last year from P99 million
in2017.
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'DMCI Mining sees
higher nickel exports

DMCI Mining Corp. it looks
at shipping about 800,000 wet
metric tons (WMT) of nickel
ore this year as its Palawan op-
eration gets going.

Cesar Simbulan, DMCI Min-
ing president, said this will
“mostly lower grade nickel
which fetches a lower price in
the market.”

“Qur inventory is also nearly
depleted,” said Simbulan, of
DMCI Mining’s prospects.

In 2018, DMCI Mining
shipped 643,000 WMT of
nickel ore, up 22 percent from
525,000 the prior year. Average
nickel grade of the shipments
stood at 1.70 percent, up 13
percent year-on-year from 1.51
percent.

“This year, the company ex-
pects to ship nickel ore with an
average grade of 1.57 percent,”
said Simbulan.

DMCI Mining is still working

on the reopening of its other
nickel asset, Zambales Diversi-
fied Metals Corp. (ZDMC).

In an otder dated Nov. 15,
2018, the Department of Envi-
ronment and Natural Resources
(DENR) partially granted ZD-
MC’s motion for reconsidera-
tion by modifying its earlier clo-
sure order to an order suspend-
ing the operations, production

|and shipment of the company.

The DENR also declared
that ZDMC may be permitted
to operate again once it meets
certain conditions, which in-
clude continued rehabilitation
and reforestation of the mine
site as well as management of
environmental structures in the
area. ZDMC has since submit-
ted its action plan to address
those conditions.

DMCI Mining closed 2018 with
a profit of P190 million, up 93
percent from P99 million in 2017. .
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‘Duterte assured.

PUNCHLINE

DU30 abx lishés Road Board;
environmental violators charged

/By FRED M. LOBO b

tainted Road Board.
: No more milking cow for
corrupt officials, he said. |
B
The President finally signed into
law Republic Act No. 11239 transfer-
ring the rights, assets, and liabilities
of the abolished Road Baard to the
Department of Public Works and
Highways (DPWH).
Henceforth, motor vehicle user’s
charge (MVUC) collectipn will be

remitted to the National
oo !

Duterte said the abolition of the
Road Board was meant to stop corrup-
tion in the agency and to 'streamline
government services.

No more Road Board tajimplement
MVUC and questionably manage
funds collected from motor vehicle
owners, he added. \

ok ok

Under RA 11239, the DPWH

will absorb the employees of the

& & &

“The DPWH shall, by yi
act, be subrogated to all the rights

and assume all the obligations and

liabilities of the Road Board,” the law

further provided.. '

| “All records, property, assets,
equlpment and funds of the Road
Board, including unexpended ap-
propriations or allocations, shall be

transferred to the DPWH,” it added.

‘ & *‘

| All funds shall now be remitted
to| the National Treasury under

Epeclal account in the General
Fund

MVUC funds will be earmarked

solely for the construction, upgrad-
ing, repair and rehabilitation of
roads, bridges, and road drainage
mt:luded in the annual General Ap=
proprlatlons Act.

‘ L R ;

The secretaries of the Depart-
ment of Budget and Management,
the DPWH, and the Department of
Transportation have been directed to
pf‘omulgate the implementing rules
and regulations of the new law.

| Time for wise and efficient use of
the MVUC special fund. Same with
other government funds.
L S

The Department of Interior and
Local Government (DILG) ordered
178 local government units (LGU)
covered by the Manila Bay Water-
shed area to revoke the business
permits of companies found violat-
ing environmental laws.

No more bay polluters, DILG
said.

|

d ook

DILG Secretary Eduardo Ano said
in a memorandum that all mayors of
local government units (LGUs) in the
National Capital Region (NCR), Central
Luzon, and Calabarzon must ensure
that all establishmentséin their areas
are compliant with pertinent provisions
of the National Building Code, the Fire
Code, the Code on Sanitation, and other
related laws and regulations.

Comply or perish, he said.

DILG Undersecretary Jonathan
Malaya said the massive abuse
committed on Manila Bay requires
the full cooperation of concerned
government agencies, LGUs, and
the public to fully rehabilitate Ma-
nila Bay.

Manila Bay rehab is a tough job
to do, he admitted.

& o

Malaya said that with the Ano
directive, all LGUs should act with dis-
patch on the enforcement orders from
the Department of Environment and
Natural Resources (DENR), Laguna
Lake Development Authority (I.LLDA),
and other government agencies.

“All LGUs should revoke or cancel
permits of establishments found to
have committed violations and/or are
non-compliant with environmental and
other applicable laws,” he said.

ok ok

“The DENR and LLDA have
started the inspection of commer-
cial establishments last January 27,

tion of the state and may therefore be
revoked or withdrawn if there is cause
to do so,” he added.

Translation: A business or mayor’s
permit is not a right, just a privilege.

sko# ok

Ano instructed the DILG regional
directors of NCR, Central Luzon, and
Calabarzon to report to him LGUs
and local chief executives (LCEs)

- who fail to abide by his directive, plus

barangays that do not conduct weekly
clean-up drives in their localities.

2019, J.o ensure their' compliance with
enviranmental laws. They have issued
Cease and Desist Orders and Notices of
Violations to various estabhshments,
Malayfa said. |

| concerned LGUs should imme-
diately act on the findings of the DENR
and LLDA and revoke or suspend the
business permits they have issued, as
may b appllcable.” Iilalaya stressed.

“The Supreme Court has ruled that a
business permit is subject to the regula-
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