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Leading the

initial cleaup of
Manila Bay on
January 27 are
{from left) MMDA
Chairman Danilo
Lim, Manila Yacht

. Club Commodore
Robert Lim Joseph,
Environment
Secretary Roy
Cimatu, Tourism
Secretary
Bernadette
Romulo-Puyat, and
interior Secretary
Eduardo Ao,

SeVen-year effort to save Manila Bay UnWraps |

JANUARY 27 marked the beginning
of a new chapter in the history of Ma-
nila Bay. In an historic first, cleaning
and dredging operations kicked off a
planned 7-year Save Manila Bay pro-
gram,

Government  department  heads
joined over 5,000 government workers
and citizen-volunteers in a grand soli-
darity march along Roxas Boulevard.

Starting at Quirino Grandstand. at
about 8 am, the crowd walked together
to signify their unity-—with members
of.the various agencies carrying plastic
bags, broomsticks, and other cleaning

paraphernalia.

A short program was held at Plaza
Rajah Sulayman in the middle of Roxas
Boulevard, where the cabinet members

“including Environment Secretary Roy
Cimatu, Interior Secretary Eduardo
Ano, Public Works Secretary Mark Vil-
lar, Defense Secretary Delfin Loren-
zana, -Philippine National Police Chief

'Director Oscar Albayalde, and Metro-
politan Manila Development Authority
Chait Danilo Lim made an inter-agency
pact to stand behind the effort.

A long-time environmental protection
advocate, Commodore Robert “Bobby”

o

e

I

Bl u["

T PAGE 1
siany

ANHMER EOORIAL

stany

04 FEB 2019

OATE

>

]

=
A

Lim Joseph of the Manila Yacht Club,
has been campaigning publicly for Save
Manila Bay since late 2018.

Through interviews and media plat-
forms, Cimatu was made aware of this
and reached out to MYC’s Lim — and in
less than a month phase 1 of 3 phases
for Save Manila Bay was launched.

Ground zero for Save Manila Bay
is located right inside the yacht club.
It is here that a water outflow sees the
wastes of a zoo, hospitals, restaurants,
hotels, office buildings, malls, and oth-
er residential properties in the city pass
through it for the past 50 years.
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- swimming in the polluted waters of

© Hundreds start to flock

" to shores of Manila

ﬁundred's of people persisted.on-
Manila Bay despite a ban imposed

by the city government on swimming -
in the area, and the continued effort

by public and private groups to cléan .

Bay

the shoreline. ‘ »
“From dito po, mga 300 mete‘rsk..,
maitim' pa. Maitim pa 'yung dagat

" kaya'hindi pa pwfedpng paliguan. May

‘mga“basura pa po ‘yan sa ilalim,”

Metropolitan Manila Deve]bpme_nﬁ ‘
. Authority (MMDA) Metro

»12

Parkway Cleaning Group

Hundreds sté

head Francis Martinez said.

The initial phase of the Maniia
Bay rehabilitation was hailed by
Filipinos after photos of a trash-free
coastline circulated online, a stark
contrast from the dirty, garbage-filled
shoreline just a week ago.

The changed environment was’

a result of the clean-up drive on
January 27 that was participated by
different government workers and
volunteers in light of the Manila Bay
rehabilitation program.

The Department of Health on
Thursday also advised the public
against swimming in the bay, saying
that while the water appeared to be
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clean, it did not mean that it was
safe to bathe in despite the ongoing
massive clean-up drive of the Depari-
ment of Environment and Natural
Resources.

Among the water-horne diseases
. the public might get from swimming
‘in Manila Bay were diarrhea, cholera,
typhaoid, dysentery, skin diseases and
eye infection, the DOH said.

The initiative was referred to as
the “Battle for Manila Bay” by En-
vironment Secretary Roy Cimatu,
where different government agencies
were tasked to immediately oversee
the rehabilitation as stated in a Su-
preme Court order written jn 2008,

__—___*h———___‘_.‘_‘__
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BACK TO THE BAY - A thrang of benchgoars lins the shoro of Manlia 8ay In Manila Sunday, Ignoring govornment warnings that Its waters aro stlil too poliutod to swim in, [ta condition Is expected to improvo
aftor n campalgn was lnunched to go nfter tho establishments that have long been dumping untreated wastowator Into the bay. {Ali Vicoy)
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107 local officials ordered:

By EMMANUEL TUPAS

The Department of the Intefior and Local-

Government will issue show cause orders to
107 local government officials, including two
mayors in Metro Manila, for their alleged failure

to prevent the pollution of Manila Bay, DILG .

Undersecretary for barangay affairs Martin

}

man,” he said in a phone interview.
Included in the list are two mayors in the

‘National Capital Region whom Difio-declined

to name pending an official announcement from
DILG Secretary Eduardo Afio.

Difio said there are other mayors on the list,
including two from Cavite province. A major-
ity of the local officials are barangay captains

who failed to impose strict measures
to protect the environment in their
respective localities.

The officials are fiom Metro Ma-
nila, Central Luzon and Calabarzon

. {Cavite, Laguna, Batangas, Rizal and

Quezon). There are about 179 cities
and municipalities and some 5,700
barangays in the immediate vicinity
of Manila Bay.

In a separate interview over ra-
dio station dzBB, Difio chided the
officials for turning a blind eye ori
violations of environmental laws i
their respective areas. '

“For the past 10 years, ang nang-
yari riyan (what happened there

RS

Difio said yesterday.

Difio said the local officials will be made to
explain why they should not be held liable for
failure to strictly enforced provisions of Re-
public Act 9003 or the Ecological Solid Waste
Management Act of 2001. : ‘

“We will also be filing administrative cases
against them before the Office of the Ombuds-

were) monitoring, evaluation, validation pag-

katapos (and then) picture-taking,” he said, ‘
The government has conducted a massive

cleanup to rehabilitate the Manila Bay upon

" President Duterte’s directive. Difio, however,

said their efforts will go to waste if other tribu-
taries and waterways connected to the bay are
not rehabilitated.

The problem, according to Difio, is that these
officials have been negligent in preventing solid
and liquid wastes being dumped in waterways.

Under the law, a person caught improperly
disposing of trash could face imprisonment of
six months to six years and a fine ranging from

- 4,000 to P6,000. :

The other officials just issue the necessary
barangay clearance for residential houses and
commercial establishments even without in-
spection if they have a proper sewerage system
for wastewater.

“No house or business establishment can
be built if there is no barangay clearance. The
question is, does the barangay captain inspect
if there is septic tank or sewerage system those
issued with barangay dlearance?” Difio said.
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“posibilidad na ilanglocal

MANILA BAY POLL UTERS?

order vs 107 mayor, kapitan

)
Show-cause

Nina CHITO A. CHAVEZ at ERMA R. EDERA

Nasa 107 alkalde at kapitan
ng barangay ang nakatakdang
isyuhan ng show-cause orders
dahil sa umano’y pagkakasangkot
sa pagdumi ng Manila Bay. )

Ipinangako ni Department of
Interior and Local Government
(DILG) Undersecretary Martin Difio
ang matinding parusasamgaopisyal
na mapapatunayang nagkulang sa
kanilang responsibilidad. - )

Hindi isinantabi ni Difio ang
ermment
unit (LGU) personnel, kabilang
ang barangay officials, ang may
pananagutan dahil sa kapabayaan:

Sinabi niya na sa nakalipas
na 10 taon, ang DILG at iba pang
concerned agencies ay nagsasagawa
ng monitoring, evaluation -at
validation process upang matukoy
m%mnmguhn ngmgakumpanya.
at
Bay

GUs sa pagdumi ng"Manili

Nagpahay.ag si Diﬁo' ng

pagkadismaya at galit sa pagkabigo.

na maipatupad ahg waste disposal
laws sa mga komunidad sa paligid
ng Manila Bay.

Hinikayat, ni Difio ang
publiko na “lend a helping hand

to the government” sa pag-.

uulat ng malisyoso, masama at
kurapsiyon ng public officials sa
pangakong “valuable information
would be treated with outmost
confidentiality.” K .
"HINDI PA PUWEDENG
LIGUAN! .
Samantala, sa kabila ng
pagbabawal ng Manila city
governmentnalumangoy at patuloy
na pagsisikap namalinis ang Manila
Bay dahil sa usaping pangkalusugan,

daan-daang katao ang nagtungorito .

upang magtamypisaw nitong Linggo
ng umaga.

... “Fromdito po, mga 300 meters...

maitim pa. Martim pa ‘yung dagat
kaya’ hindi ga p'wedeng pﬁiguan.
May mga basura pa po ‘yan sa
ilalim,” ¢ iin ni Metropolitan Manila

Development Authority Metro
Parkway Cleaning Group head
Francis Martinez, .

Pinuri ng miga Pinoy ang unang
bahagi ng rehabilitasyon ng Manila

Bay makaraang kumalat sa onlinena |

malinjs na ito sa basura,

~ ho gresnﬂta ng clean-up drive
nitorg Enero 27, na pinagtulungan
ng iba't ibang government workers

at volutiteers para sa Manila Bay

rehabilitation program,
Gayunman, inabisuhan n
Department of Health (DoH
nitong Huwebes ang publiko na
huwag lurhangoy sa Manila Bay sa
gma ng massive clean-up drive ng
Department of Environment and
Natural Resources (DENR).

" Ipinaliwanag ng DoH na kahit
nqmukha_ngmaﬁnjs ang tubig, hindi
ibig sabihin na ligtas itong liguan.

Kabilang sa maaaritiy maging
sakit sa paliligo sa Manila Bay ay
diarrhea, cholera, typhoid; dysentery,
skin diseases, at eye infection,
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107. officials, mananaignt'
sa Manila Bay poliztion

_May 107 lokal na opisyal. ang unang natukoy
ng”Department of. Interiaf and Local Government
{DILG) na dapatrhanagot at pagkalooban ng ‘show
cause orders’ kaugnay ng polusyoh.sé Manita'Bay.
Hindi muna"tinukox ni DILG Undersecretary
Martin Difio ang pagka akilanlan ng mga naturang
oris ales, ngunit kinabibilangan aniya ito ng mga
alkalde at mga punong barangay. ’
Sinabi ni Difc na matapos na mabigyan hg show

i manda na umano nila sa Office
of thé Ombudsman ang mga naturang Iceal officials.
" Nabigo kasi aniya ang mga ito na ipatupad ng
tama.ang waste disposal laws sa mga komunidad
sa paligid ng Manila Bay samga nakalipas nataon.
Monitgring, valuation, validation pagkatapos
picture-taking lamang anlya ang naisagawa 5a
mga nagdaang panahon, kaya't natutuwa siyang
ngayon, malapos ang monitoring 2y kasunod na
ang prosekusyon sa"O@mbudsiman, dahil kailangang
may managot $a kapabayaan s& Manila Bay. Mer
Layson) e,z i e e -

it e -

1 e ———————
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MAGPAPALABAS ang
Department of the Inte-
rior and Local Govern- -

‘mient. (DILG) ng show’

cause order laban sa 107

- lokal na opi isyal sabansa
'na nagpabiya tmano sa

pagletarfig polusyon sa
Manila Bay, = % .
Ayon kay DILG Un-

. dersecretary Martin

Difio, kasama sa listahan

, ang mga alkalde at opi- -
“syal ng barangay na su-..
- masakop sa Manila Bay.

Ang Manila Bay ay
sumasakop sa kanlu-
rang bahagi ng Luzon
at sumasaklaw sa Met-
ro,Mahila at Cavite sa
stlaugan Bulacan at
Pampanga sa hilaga; at,
Bataan, sa kanliiran_at-
kanlurarig h,llagq“. s

“For the past 10 years.
ang nangyari d’yan...
momtormg, valuatlon

mayor, brgf off T Kaasinan
. .52 madurning Manila Bay *

validation pagkatapos
picture- takmg Kaya na-
tutuwa ako nu'ng sa
amin ngayon monitor-
ing saka prosecution,”
..ani Difio sa isang inter-
‘View sa DZBB,

Dagdag ni Difio, sa-
sampahan nila ng kaso
sa Office of the Om-
budsman ang mga kasa-
disa kanilang listahan na
mablblgong magpaliwa-
.ag sa mabilis na pagdu-
mi ng tubig ng Manila
Bay sa kanilang huns-
diksyon.

Nakakadismaya ani-
-ya na hindi naaksyunan
'ng mga lokal na opis-
val ang pangangalaga
‘sa paligid ng. Manila

Bay, partilailir‘ang pag-
papatupad ng batas sa
‘tamang pagtatapon ng
basura sa kanilang'mga
lugar. (Mia-Billones)
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Manila Bay informal settlers to be relocated in Tondo

3.t BY ELLSON QUISMORIO. .,

Over 2,000 families, which are facing
displacement amid the ongoing cleanup
of Manila Bay, have been assured of land
by the Philippine Ports Authority (PPA)

through the intervention of former Presi- .

dent and now House Speaker Gloria Maca-
pagal-Arroyo.

This was revealed during the hearing
of the Oversight Commiltce on Housing
called by Arroyo to address the delay in the
release of titles to the recipients of urban

poor housing proclamations she issued’

when she was President. ‘

During the hearing it was revealed that
more than 2,000 families living in a proper-
ty owned by PPA in Isla Puting Bato will be
displaced because of the ongoing rehabili-
tation of Manila Bay.

This prompted Arroyo to inguire about

what arrangements are being made for the .

transfer of the affected residents. The Pam-
panga 2nd district congresswoman also
asked the PPA to ensure that they would not
be deprived of their source of livelihood. .
PPA General Manager Jay Daniel San-
tiago responded that the agency, which is
the .owner of the property, was willing to
give them five heclares of its property in a
nearby area in Tondo. He also vowed to al-
lot P1 million for the social preparalion of

the residents prior to the transfer.

The announcement was met with jubi-
lation by Isla Puting Bato residerits, who -
attended the hearing at the House of Rep-
resentatives.

Mansor Utto, who is a long-time resi- -
dent of Isla Puting Bato, said they could not
believe that they will be given a chance to
acquire their own’land. “Matagal na po nam-
ing pinapanalangin na mabigyan kami ng
seguridad.sa lupa at sobrang nabigla kami
na ito ang matutupad na sa tulong ng aling
Speaker GMA. Kung hindi sa kanya, baka
kung saan na lang kami mapupunta dahil sa
paglilinis sa Manila Bay (We've long prayed -},

to gain security when it comes to land and

we were 's0 surprised.that this will be at-
tained with the help of our Speaker GMA. If

not for her, we don’t know where we would -, -

end up because of the Manila Bay clean: -
up),” Ulto said. .
Isla Puting Bato Barangay Chairman

-Brvan Mondejar said the thousands of

residents of his village have been worried
about their condition for years especially .
with the Manila Bay clean up and have
decided to come to the hearing to bring to
the attention to Speaker Arroyo about their

.condition. .

““Sobrang malaking 'pasaéalamat na
dahil kay Speaker GMA -ay nagkaroon ng
katiyakan na mayroon silang malilipatan at

hindi na sila squatter kundi kanilang bahay
at lupa na talaga yun (We are very thanidul
since because of Speaker GMA, they have
been assured of relocation wherein they wilt
no longer be squatters but owners of their
own house and land),” Mondejar said.
Arroyo has called for the oversight
hearing of the House Commitiee on Hous-
ing and Urban Development, chaired by
Rep. Aliredo Benitez (3rd District, Ne-
gros Occidental), to see why 15 years after
she issued Proclamation No. 581 which
reserved a parcel of land in favor of resi-
dents in Parola, Tondo, titles have yet to be

-awarded to qualified residents through the

National Housing Authority (NHA).

f
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PPA I]FFEHS lllT Fllli FAMILIES
IlISPI.AGEIl BY BAY CLEANUP

ByDJYap .
@deejayapINQ

agency would be willing to give
the residents five hectares of its
property at. a nearby area in

More than 2,000 famﬂres who will - Tondo

be dlsplaced by the ongoing gov-
ernment cleanup of Manila Bay
have been assured of relocation to
a g-hectare property in Tondo,
Manila, according to Speaker Glo-
ria Macapagal-Arroyo. ‘

" The Philippine Ports Authorl-
ty {PPA) -made the commitment

during last week’s hearing of the -
House oversight committee on
housing called by Arroyo to ad-"

dress delays in the release of 'ti-
tles to the recipients of urban
poor housing proclamations,
! The committee, found out
that more than 2,000 families

living on a property owned by.

the PPA at Isla Puting Bato
would be displaced because of
the ongoing bay rehabxhtahbn

Arroyo asked what arrange- '

ments were being made for the.
transfer of affected residents.

and to ensure their source of.

lrvelrhood

PPA General Manager ]ay‘

Daniel Santiago replied that: the

' Social preparatlon fund
- He aiso -vowed to allot

‘P1 million for the social prepa-

ration of the residents before
their relocation..

" The announcement was
welcomed by Isla Puting Bato
residents who  attended the
hearing at the House of Repre-
sentatives. '

- Isla Puting Bato barangay
chair Bryan Mondejar told the

committee that thousands of

residents had been- worried

about their condition due to the _

ongoing bay rehabilitation.
Earlier, Interior Secretary
Eduardo Afo- said that the

- cleanup would be a “long” bat-

tle, citing 230,000 informal set-
tler families who needed to be
relocated.

" Authorities had .said that

around 8o to 85 percent of -

-waste in Manila Bay came from
informal settlers. INQ
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" break, which starts next week, to ensur

_ projects for the relocated families.

polluting the bay.

GMA wants smooth
“Tondo relocation’

By Hananeel Bordey

and Miguel Paolo Togonon

After ihe successful government
clean-up of Manila Bay, Speaker Gloria
‘Macapagal-Arroyo took the next step in
the rehabilitation’ of the body of water by
ensuring the 2,000 families affected by the

- R

From page 1
determined effort are provided a decent
relocation site, .

The Oversight Committes on Housing

found most of the families residing on Isla
Puting Bato in Tondo were using a property

owned by the Philippine Ports Authority -
-"(PPA). The Manila Bay rehabilitation plan
. requires their relocation.

Arroyo asked PPA representatives
about the relocation plan and directed
the authorities to ensure a decent source
of livelihood for the displaced families,

PPA general manager Jay Daniel
Santiago told the panel that the port agency
ig willing to, give the displaced families a
five-hectare lot in Tondo and P1 milkion in
total assistanee to facilitate their transfer,

Isla Puting Bato Barangay Chairman
Bryan Mondejar told the panel about the
worries of residents on their relocation as
an offshoot of the intensive rehabilitation
of Manila Bay. :

Relocation before break
Arroyo said the oversight commitiee
will reconvene even during the Congress

]

the proper implementation of housir

o=

8-

The House Committee on Ecology als
landed Malacafiang's initiative in 'th
rehabilitation program.

- The Department of Environment and
Natural Resources conducted a briefing
on the rehabilitation program in line with
the House's oversight function .on the
implementation of Republic Act 9275 or
the Philippine Clean Water Act.. -

The meeting also highlighted the
closure of several establishments
that contributed to 3

-]

Turn to page 6

107 exees queried .
Interior Undersecretary Martin Difio
said 107 lgcal officials will be given show
cause orders over their failure to act in
the midst of Manila Bay’s polluted state.
Difio told Super Radyo DZBB during
an interview that those to be asked to
account for their inaction include mayors
and barangay leaders. L
- The DILG undersecretary said there
was a failure over the past years in
implémenting waste disposal laws among
communities around the bay, .
The clean-up drive will be empty if no one
is sent to prison for violation of environment
laws relating to the body of water.

107 local officials will be given
show cause orders over their
failure to act in the midst of
Manila Bay’s polluted state.

" Meanwhile, Environment Secretary Rdy

"Cimatu and Interior Secretary Eduardo

Afio have met with six Metro Manila
mayors who supported plans to restore
Manila Bay to its former beauty.

The mayors who will help restore the
bay are Edwin Olivarez of Parafaque,
John Reynald Tiangco of Navotas, Rexlon

‘Gatchalian of Valenzuela, Imelda Aguilar

of Las Pifias, Robert Eusebio of Pasig and
Miguel Ponce III of Pateros expressed
support to the plans.

" The six mentioned mayors promised
to continue'the clean-up of the canals
connected to the Pasig Rivér and the
bay, the first of three phases of a
massive Manila Bay rehabilitation

«%program. The two other phases
¢ involved resettlement of illegal settlers

and the long-term implementation
of the program.



L]
|PI\GE 'll DANNER
STORY STORY

A

UPPCR

CBITORIAL  CARTQOQN

LOWER

Weslosgper

~ State firm to address

04 FES 2019

DATE

Department of Environment and Natural Resources

pollution issue

THE Government Service In-
surance System (GSIS) said it
will immediately take action to
address the notice of violation
for water pollution served to its
head office in Pasay City.

The GSIS head office is
‘situated along Roxas Boulevard

facing Manila Bay where reha-
bilitation and cleanup works are
being done.

“I was actually surprised
when I came to know about
the notice as we have been
religiously monitoring our com-
pliance with the guidelines of

the Laguna Lake Development
Authority by having our waste-
waters tested by an independent
laboratory. In fact, these self-
monitoring tests have yielded
negative results for pollution
in the past three months,” Jesus
Clint Aranas, GSIS president
and general manager, said.
Aranas said GSIS is set to
upgrade its sewage treatment
plant into a more cost-effective
and low-maintenance system to

‘support the environment.

“As we speak, GSIS is final-
izing the terms of reference to
procure’ the upgrading of its

- sewage treatment plant that will
 trail the blaze in complying with
the new water guidelines and gen-
eral effluent standards of DENR
(Department of Environment
and Natural Resources),” he said.

He added GSIS is committed
to support the government’s
campaign to clean up Manila

* Bay and restore it to its old

grandeur.

Meanwhile, the pension fund

said in a separate statement it
will preserve the lone tree park
in Baguio City. :
“We will neither sell the land
where the park stands nor al-
low it to-be converted into a
commercial area by any party,”
Aranas said.

Aranas gave the assurance in
response to the sentiments of

a grade G student at the Baguio
Pines- Family Learning Center
to save the Tree Park near the
Baguio Convention Center and
University of the Philippines,
after rumors came out thar a
condotel or carpark building

- will be constructed there.

“They can heave a sigh of re-
lief because the GSIS property
will remain to be the home of
these beautiful trees,” Aranas
said.
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Manila Bay inf'oi‘mal
settlers to get land

Over 2,000 families that faced
displacement. amid the ongoing
cleanup of the Manila Bay had
been assured of land by the Philip-
pine Ports Authority, thanks to the
intervention of former President
now House Speaker-Gloria M. Ar-
royo. «

This came during the hearing of
the Oversight Committee on Hous-
ing called by Arroyo to address the
delay in the release of titles to the
recipients of urban poor . housing
proclamations she issued when
she was President.. -

During the hearing, it was re-
vealed that more than 2,000 fami-

lies living_in a property owned by

PPA in Isf3 Puting Bato In Tondo,
Manila will be displaced because of
the ongoing rehabilitation of Ma-
nita Bay.

This prompted Arroyo to inquire
what arrangements are being
made in the transfer of the af

fected residents. She also asked.

the PPA to ensure that they would
not be deprived of their source of
livelihood.

PPA General Manager Jay Dariel ‘
Santiago responded that the agen- -

cy wili be willing to give them five
hectares of its property in a nearby
area in Tondo. He also vowed to
allot 1 million for the social prep-
aration of the residents prior to the
transfer. '

The announcement was met
with jubilation by Isla Puting Bato
residents who. had attended the
hearing at the House of Represen-
tatives. S y

—— 4 -

Mansor Utto, who is a long-time
resident of Isla Puting Bato, said
they could not believe that they
will be given a chance to acquire

‘their own land. ~ ~

*Matagal na po naming pinap-
analangin na mabigyan kami ng
seguridad sa lupa at sobrang nab-

‘igla kami'na ito ang matutupad na

sa tulong ng ating Speaker GMA.
Kung hindi sa kanya, baka kung
saan na lang kami mapupunta da-
hil sa paglilinis sa Manila Bay,” Utto
said. ' - .
Meanwhile, pecple were unstop-

pable despite the public warning -

of the Department of Health that
the Manila Bay Is still. unsafe for
swimming. .
Most bathers were children in
their under wears while some put
up a tent and laid down picnic
blankets on the beach of Manila

. Bay.

After photos of the results of the
cleanup spread on social media,
more peopte than usual came over

‘the weekend to the Manila Bay,

resuliting t6 heavy traffic on Roxas
Boulevard.

DoH Undersecretary Rolando
Enrique Domingo has issued an
advisory saying that swimming in
thé Manila Bay is still unsafe as
high levels of fecal coliform bacte-
ria was detected in its waters.

Water-borne diseases like diar-

" rhea, cholera, typhoid, skin dis-

eases, and eye infections can be
acquired through swimming in Ma-
nila Bay. (Ellson Quismorio and
Michelle Guillarig) ‘
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2K pamilya sa Manila Bay ‘wawalisin’

fe T O,

Ni Leifbill}’ Begas ‘ ArFOYO,' sinabi l'li. PPA SYSE_C]TL Sa susunod na pag-
.. Ge-neral Manager Jay Dahil dito hiniling dinig ay ipatatawag si
MAY lupang paglili- Daniel Santiago na han. niArroyosaPNRnaibi-  PNR Chairman Roberto

patan sa may 2,000
pamilya na paaalisin sa
kanilang mga bahay bi-
lang bahagi ng paglilinis
sa Manila Bay.

- Aypn kay House
Speaker Gloria Macapa-
gal-Arroyo, tiniyak sa
kanya ng Philippine
Ports Authority
ha may paglilipatan ang
mga apektadong pam-
ilya.”

Nagpatawag ng pag-
dinig ang Oversight
Committee on Housing
upang humingi ng
update sa mga titulo ng
lupa na hindi pa rin
naibibigay sa mga
benepisyaryo nito,

SE pPagdinig,
lumabas na 2,000 pam-
ilya na nagtirik ng ba-
hay sa lupa ng PPA sa Is-
la Puting Bato ang

paaalisin bilang bahagi-

ng rehabilitasyon ng
Manila Bay,
Sa pagtatanong nj

da ang PPA na ibigay
ang limang ektarya ng
lupa nito sa Tondo para
sa relokasyon ng mga
maaapektuhan. Mag,
bibigay din umano ng
Pl milyon ang PPA para
sa paglilipat,

Inatasan din ni Ar-
royo si House Commit-
tee on Housing and Ur-
ban Development na
pinamumunuan ni Ne-

gros Occidental Rep. Al-

fredo Be-nitez na
magsagawa ng pagdinig
upang malaman kung
bakit 15 taon mula nang
ipalabas niya ang
Proclamation No. 581

‘ay hindi pa rin naibibi-

gay ang mga titulo ng
lupa para sa mga resi-
dente ng Parola, Tondo.

Ang problema ay ang
overlapping ng
property ng Philippine
N ational
Railways at. Govern-
ment Service Insurance

gay na lamang ang 1,000
metro kuwadradong
ari-arian nito sa mga
benepisyaryo.

Lastimoso upang mala-
man‘ang 'posisyon ng
PNR sa kahilingan ni
Arroyo.



—

_ o

MATTER  coIfDRIAL - cAmGAN!

04 Frg 2019

DA

- MWSS cites JICA-funded
- Maynilad STP project

The Metropolitan Water-
works and Sewerage System
has lauded the completion of

Maynilad’s P1.7-billion Pa-

ranaque Water Reclamation

Facility, the largest sewage treat- ]
" Edwin L. Olivarez, Maynilad

ment plant in terms of process-
ing capacity as well as Para-

‘fiaque’s 92 percent compliance

rate in terms of sewer connec-
tions that underscore the com-
bined efforts of all stakeholders
in ‘cléanh}gg._yp Manila Bay and
other tributaties. _

“We are happy with the
completion of this modern
water reclamation facility three
years after it was started. I
commend both Maynilad and
Paranaque City for remaining

* steadfast in.pushing for this

flagship project, despite pro-
testations and brickbats from

motorists, as this project is not -

only means to comply with
Supreme Court mandamus to
clean Manila Bay, but more so
for the overall benefit of the

people,” said MWSS Admin-
istrator Reyrialdo V. Velasco.

Velasco made the state-

‘ment after the recent opening .
of the new STP facility in San

Dionisio, Parafiaque City with
MWSS chairman Frankfin De-
monteverde, RO chief Patrick
Ty, Parafiaque City Mayor

president and CEQ Ramoncito
Fernandez, JICA official Yoshio

‘Wada, Development Bank of °

the Philippines president and
CEO Cecilia Borromeo, and
other members of the MWSS
Board of Trustees, :

Maynilad president Fernan-
dez said Maynilad would invest
P26.4 billion in the next five

- yearsto build new sewage treat-

ment plants (STP) and lay sewer
lines in Caloocan, Las Pinas,
Muntiniupa, and Kawit, Cavite.

The new facilities, which
will have a combined treat-
ment capacity.of 320 million
liters ﬁer day (MLD), will re-
move harmful substances from
the wastewater generated by
more than two million Mayni-
lad customers, thus helping to

/ reduce pollution loading into

water bodies. -

Of the P26.4-billion budget
allocation, about P16.3 billion
will be spent for the laying of
some 241 kilometers of new
sewer lines which will convey
wastewater from households
to Maynilad’s new STPs for
{reatment. -

Once completed in 2021,
the new facilities will expand
Maynilad’s sewerage cover-
age to 47 percent up from
only six percent in 2006 before
Maynilad was re-privatized.
The company aims to attain
100 percent sewerage coverage
by the end of the concession
period in 2037.

- "50 far, we have invested"
P23.3 billion to improve the
waslewater infrastructure and
expand coverage in the west
zone since 2007, By sustaining
investments in wastewater
projects, we do our part in the
cleanup and rehabilitation of
Manila Bay, per the Supreme
Court Mandamus,” said Fer-
nandez, adding the compan
is investing P11.4 billion for
wastewater projects this year.
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Daming kompanya
:na lumalason
-sa Manila Bay

MARAMING kompanya na malaplit sa Manila
Bay ang lumalabag sa batas sa pagtatapon
ng kanilang dumi, Malalaking kompanya an mga
ito pero walang sewage treatment plant na [sa sa
requirements para'masigurong hindi marumi ang
inlluluwa sa lawa. Dahil walang STP, lahat ng dumi
ay direktang bumabagsak sa isang estero at mula
roon, lluluwa naman ito sa Maniia Bay. Nang su-
riln ng DENR ang kafidad ng tubig ng Manila Bay,
umaabot na sa 330 miiyon ang fecal coliform sa
tubig nito. Ibig sabihin, talagang napakarumi ng
Manila Bay at hindi na puwedeng pagliguan. Tu-
wing summer, maraming naliligo sa Manila Bar at
wala silang kaalam-alam na ang kanilang sinisisid
ay ﬁawang duml na delikado sa kalusugan.

ang unang inspeksiyunin nl Cimatu ang mga
estero na nakasubo sa Manila Bay, nagbabala na
agad siya sa mga establisimento at kompanya na
lumalabag”sa Waste Water Act. Una na n ang binan-
taan ang Manila Zoo at makaraan ang llang araw,
pinasara na niya Ito.

Noong Huwebes, apat pang establishments
ang pinasara ni Cimatu, makaraang mapatunayan
na lumalabag sa batas. Ayon kay Cimatu, lahat ng
duml ng apat na establishments ay Itinatapon sa
Manila Bay. Una nang naghain ng reklamo sa apat
na establishments ang Laguna Lake Development
Authority (LLDA).

Ang apat na kompanya na ipinasara ay ang
Phitippine Billion Real Estate Development Corp.
na nasa Roxas Bivd., Pasa CI%; HK Sun Plaza na
nasa Roxas Bivd. Pasay c‘;ty; ramway Bayview
Buffet Restaurant na nasa Roxas Bivd. Pasay City
at ang D. Circle Hotel sa M.H. Del Pilar St. Malate,
Manila.

Ayon kay Cimatu, dapat maitama ng mga na-
banggit na establishments ang kanilang violations
at saka pa lamang siia makapa?papatum sa ope-
rasyon. Kaya ang babala ni Cimatu sa ba pang
nagluluwa ng lason sa Manlla Bay, magkaroon
ng sariling STP para maslgurong hindi dumi ang
ftinatapon nila sa dagat. Isara na ang mga kom-

anyang lumalabag para mabawasan na ang mga
umalason sa makasaysayang lawa ng Maynila.
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‘Manila Bay, Boracay ningas
Cogon at utak talangka .

' F ingas Cogon’ - kung
STR"‘(E SA ] gaanong kadali at kabilis

at kabilis rin matupok. ‘Utak ta-
langka' - pilit na hinihila pababa
ang.nagsusumikap makaahon
dahi] sa pansariling interes. Ito
ang dalawang ugali na lagi na |a-
mang humahadiang sa pagsulong
ng Pilipinas. Sa rehabilitasyon n
Boracay at Manila Bay, ‘yan ang mal-
aking hamon at hadlang sa pagiging
Mmatagumpay ng mga ambisyosong
programa ito ng pamahalaan. .
Naj nda ng buiiga ng ‘politi-
cal will’ sa pagpapasara at pagsasaa-

SERBISYD sumiklab, ganoong kadali

¢

[i§

Strile Revil

TWITIER: @abante.com,ph 54 Boracay. Gajyunpaman, may
é.)f. cene ﬁls grupo pa rin ang pilit hinihila
pababa ang ginawa at ginagawa ngayon sa Boracay. Pilit sinisir-
aan ang ginagawang ito ng pamunuan na tila yata pinagdarasal

pa, sa kung anumang dahilan nila, na huwag liomagtagumpay,.
At ngayon namang unti-unting binubuksan ang Boracay
para sa parami nang parami na turista, sana naman ay
tuloy-tuloy ang magini'pagmématyag at pa‘gpgpatupad ng
mga regulasyon upang huwag nang bumalik sa datj ang isia.
Ganito rin ang kaso sa Manila Bay. Wala pang isang buwan
mula nang ilunsad ng pamahalaan ang rehabilitasyon nito
ay napakaraming kontra na ang naglabasan. Ito ay sa kabila
ng kimnﬁ-kitang pagbabago sa lugar. Totoong napakalawak
ng Manila Bay — mula Bataan hanggang sa Cavite — ngunit
sadya namang napakahusa ng naging panimulang aksyon
ng gobyerno. Ma{ beach pa{':l sa Roxas Blvd., at napakarami

ang muling nakakatanghal sa kagandahan ng sunset.
Nazkikita natiri na Euwag lamang tayong papapigil sa
mga talangka at bibigay sa ningas cogon ay marami ta]{orzf
kayang gawin at maipatu ad. Ang paalal’a’mg ito ay hindi
indi'para sa bawat isa sa arin.

lamang para sa gobyerno
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It has
given us
‘newfound
optimism
that all is
not lost;
that there
is still
hope not
only for
Manila
Bay but
also

- fJor our

country.

* the American AS]atIC

- of Manila Bay.

Winning the battle of Manila Bay

On 1 May 1898,

Squadron under
Commodore George
Dewey fought and
defeated the Spanish
Pacific Squadron
under Contraalmirante
Patricio Montojo in
a decisive naval

was immediately
evident and it was
truly remarkable.
Pictures that went,
viral online show
how portions of
the iconic Manila

were restored
to its former

F ke
engagement that will .=
be known as the Battle Go"‘g FOHWABD

Christopher Lawrence “Bong” G0 news outlets

A century and
20 years have passed since that

. momentous occasion when a new

battle of Manila Bay took place on
27 January 2019, The events that
transpired would not be as destructive
nor as bloody as a real war but the
consequences would be as endurmg
and significant.

On that day, thousands of
government workers, environmentalists
and civilian volunteers trooped to the
iconic Manila Baywalk along Roxas
Boulevard to clean up the tons of
garbage that littered its shores. It was
truly a sight to behold as thousands
of people ‘of all ages and sectors
descended to clean the Manila Bay
shoreline. Simultaneous clean-up
activities were also held in the nearby
cities of Las Pifias and Navotas as
well as in the. neighboring provinces
of Bulacan, Bataan and Pampanga.

‘ The resnlting
.,y success of the o

resplendent glory,
- Social media and

picked up the

transformation, prompting people from

* all over Metro Manila to come in droves

to see the garbage-free shoreline,

Migratory birds even appeared the

following day to enjoy themselves

on the beaches as if to approve and
welcome the change,

The sheer scale and ambition of

thé clean-up, as well as its impressive

aftermath, shocked the entire nation,”

For s0 long, people thought the task to

be quite impossible and quixotic. But

the government, in partnership with

the volunteers, has demonstrated that

the mission, no matter how difficult,
can be done. - )

The success of the cleanup was
truly a great victory for the Filipino
people as the polluted waters of
Manila Bay have come to symbolize
not only the miserable condition of
our ecology, but also the sad'state of
affairs in our society. Now that we
have demonstrated that it is possible
for us to clean‘Manila Bay, a world of
possibilities opened up in the Filipino
psyche. It has given us newfound
optimism that all is not lost; that there

’ is still hope not only for Manila Bay but
also for our country.

I gwe credit to this accomplishment
to the various government agencies
that made it happen, particularly
the Department of Environment,

spearheading this endeavor and

undertaking. They are the real
heroes of this battle.

I also give credit to
President Duterte for having
the courage and resolve to
get things done to realize the
f change that he promised to
the Filipine people. We have
seen this before during the

criminality and coiruption; the

Bay Baywalk-

campaign againsi llegal drugs, -

war on irresponsible mining; the battle
for Marawi; the battle against red tape
and buréaucratic inefficiency, and the
rehabilitation of Boracay Island. We see
it now during the suceessful battle of
Manila Bay.

But our fight is far from over, These
are just some of the many important
battles that we have to win in order
to rejuvenate this part of the nation’s
capital and create a better future for
all Filipinos, We must continue to work
together, in the spirit of bayanihan, to
sustain the gains we made and brmg
about real, lasting and meaningful
change in our country. l

d a aQ ‘

Blast from the past: On the mght
of 4 February 1899, sentries from the
United States Army entered Barrio
Santol in Sampaloc, Manila conducting

a night patrol i in the vicinity.
————— " At around 8 o'clock -
€ m the evening, the
‘It was American sentries
truly a  -caught sight of some
sight to Filipino soldiers

behold ag Walking towards the
thousands American-held secton
: whereupon one of them

z;(p;;alople shouted “Halt!” As the
ages and Filipino soldiers did
- gectors not uncterstar]d what
descended V25 Peing sald_, thex,
to clean continued on thetr way.
the It was at thié
Manila moment that one of

the sentries fired at
Bay . the Filipino soldiers;
shoreline. yiiling one of them.
This triggered an exchange of gunfird
between the Filipino and Amerlcan

. soldiers stationed in the area, which

eventually spread to nearby Paco
and Sta. Ana. _
- In the morning, General Aguinaldd
sent a messenger calling for a truce
with the Americans, saying the
fighting began accidentally and
asking that the hostilities cease
immediately. The Americans refused
and instead used the incident to
declare war on the Philippines,
starting the Flhpmo-Amerlcan War,

) ™ I |

I am one with the Filipino-Chinese
community as we celebrate the Lunar
New Year and welcome the Year of
the Pig!

Xin Nien Kwai Le’ Kwng Hee

Huat Tsail e
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Clean-up truths

Don't get overexcited and I am not
dashing your hope, but that start of the
Manila Bay clean-up last week was just
that - a start.

Its water will not turn crystal blue-

overnight.

Tts beach will not form sand in a decade,

Fish will not come back in five or so
breeding cycles.

But, if statements by the Department
of Environment and Natural Resources
are accurate, the elean-up would start all
things needed to rehabilitate Manila Bay.
,  Manila Bay, despite its beauty and
history, is a victim of progress and then
the urban decay that followed it.

The Roxas Boulevard that we know
today used to be Malate's beachfroni. Yes,
Malate had a beach!

Malate Church, which used to be the.

tallest building in Ermita, faced the beach
wlhere Japanese and American planes
fought aerial dogfights.

— The beach was for

6 lovers to stroll on.
Manila It was for family

Bay, despite picnics, where boys

its beauty and girls had their

and history, first swimming lessons

is a victim of when the poor could
progress and not afford to enter even

thon the urban "¢ CREC
fd:;:g}ggc;: boys had their first dip

' after undergoing their
first rites of manhdod.

All those are gone now.

But on weekends still, we could see
oceasional anglers catching small fish that
defied poison and oil until the lure was its
Jast chance at an honorable death.

Paddlers still compete in its murky
waters.

. Children whose families still. could
not afford to use public pools continue
to swim there.

Every year, the government tried to
symbolically clean its waters. Who would
'forget Manila Mayor Joseph Estrada's gaffe
of throwing trash back into its water for
him to collect to be able to emphasize that

T e
Aldrin Cardona
the city government is doing something to
keep Manila Bay clean?

But that was just that. All for show.

We could only hope the latest clean-up is
for good. Government i3 using its.approach
in Boracay as an example of showing
political will in bringing back Manila Bay
to life.

But keeping it clean will take more
than a day of fullforce mobilization of
government workers and students to
emphasize the clean-up project.

Manila has to shape up.

1ts neighbor-cities have to follow strict
rules on keeping clean their environment
to help the nation’s capital - and the
national government, -- achieve the dream
of seeing a breathing, living bay.

But it will take more than the P47-billion
budget allocated for the initial phase of the
clean-up. It would need more than that. Not
double, not triple, but more. -

Most important, however, is discipline
from the people. Not only from the people
of Manila or Navotas or Valenzuela. Gavite
and Bataan contribute to the trash that
wash ashore along Roxas Boulevard.

Local tourists never cared to throw their
wastes in baskets when they promenade
‘at the bay.

There are settlers still. They need to
be relocated, supported and explained
why it is 2 must.

It's not going to be quick like a magic.
All of us should contribute to make this
effort magical.
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Cove love

Dinah S. Ventura

It is considered auspicious to ¢lean up your place like
you have never cleaned it before 16 days before the Chinese
New Year,

President Duterte is, of course, not Chinese, but this time
around his mandate to clean up the mess that is Manila Bay

is perfect for the turn of a new lunar year. It certainly led to .

amazed netizens expressing their wonder at how such a stinky
dump could appear like the famed bay it used to be.

Say what you want about the ornery, tactless, outspoken
Rodrige Dutz, but the Manila Bay “transformation” was widely
applauded. The President, once more, sternly warned businesses
to comply with environment regulations or face closure.

So, two Sundays ago, volunteers participated in a clean
up along Manila Bay, signaling the start of its long-dreamed
rehabilitation. The area, reports note, had been targeted just
three months after the government’s similar efforts to bring
back Boracay. .

This was because a water sampling had shown alarming
results — “The bay’s average fecal coliform level was at 330
million most probable number (mpn), 3.3 million tires above the
standard 100 mpn that is ideal for swimming,” goes one report.

" Three-point-three million times above standard, in this chse,
spells not, excellence bui massive neglect and abuse.

In fact, after that clean-up initiated by the Department o
Environment and Natural Resources recently, the news blared
that 46 tons of garbage had been collected.

-Writer Mikaela Zulueta in wheninmanila.com said: “Photos of
a cleaner and brighter Manila Bay have been circulating aften%
the clean-up efforts last 27 January. Around 5,000 volunteers and
government workers put in the work to clear up the coastline
Simultaneous clean-up activities were also being held in Navotas,
Las Pifias, Cavite, Bulacan, Pampanga and Bataan.”

Manila Bay, according to information on the Internet, is
bounded by Cavite and Metro Manila. What is normally associated
with it is the area seen along Roxas Boulevard, but the fact is it
covers Bulacan and Pampanga, as well as Bataan,

The harbor is then the hapless victim to the cavalier attitude
of those depositing garbage and pollutants from all these places.
Thete are environmental regulations that exist and, in this

‘case, the local government units must be held responsible for

the enforcement of these rules. .

Manila Bay's ecosystem consists of “coastal and marine
habitats" that include “upland forests, mangrove, mudflats, sandy
beaches, sea grass and coral reefs.”

Nol many of us are aware of these as all we know is a body
of water that offers some of the most fantastic sunsets in the
metro. Sadly, however, the smell emanating from it during
summer season signifies a level of pollution that we are now
only getting to know by the horrific numbers.

It is also telling how local officials wrangled over how to
make use of the area in terms of being a tourist attraction. One
may recall Manila mayors, one of whom allowed the area along
Roxas Boulevard to host establishments, making it a seaside
dining nightspot and then the next mayor tearing it down for
the noise pollution, among other reasons,

Yet we have hardly heard of anyone taking steps to ensure
that the residents and businesses in the surrounding areas were
complying with the environmental laws to keep our natural
resources healthy.

11

Land teclamation and conversion
also ate up some of the natural habitats
There are around the bay. Developments around
environmenial the area continue to this day. Illegal
regqulations that settlements have also compounded a
exist and, in this growing environmental problem that, if
case, the local ~ we only cared to discover, affects a wider
government units SWathe of issues including, foremost, the
must be held global problem called climate change.
responsible for This is why the Manila Bay rehabilitation
the enforcement has sparked so much interest among the
of these rules. ganeral populace. All of us have felt
the effects of climate change to a point
nowadays that no one can afi'brd to ignore the fact something
must be done. )
This administration’s efforts to stem the flow of degradation
are noticed, yes, but it cannot work alone. Everyone must

‘participate and make conservation a way of life.

Beyond smells and dirty waters, there are the floods that
inundate urban areas and dying species of animals — all of which
are connected to the smallest acts of improper trash disposal — to
the massive changes made on the natural environment in the name
of progress.

And so, beyond clean-up drives that will take months and
maybe years to control and prevent further degradation, there
must also be a consistent effort to educate the public even as
government invesls on setting up proper structures that would
keep our natural environment alive.
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PATULOY ang paglilinis ng'mga Kinau-

ukulan para mapaganda ang Manila Bay na . '

matagal nang napabayaan, pero kitang-kita
iaman ng lahat ang pagbabago ng hitsura ng
bay s& kasalukuyan. .

Ito ay dahil din sa tulong ngilang ahensiya
at boluntaryong mamamaysan, estudyante at
iba pang tumulong para mabawasan ang mgs
basurang nagkalat na nagmula riri sa mama-

- Kaya kung noon, eh, mala-burdok. na
basura ang ating makikita sa tuwing darnan
tayo sa kahabaan ng Roxas Boulevard kung
saan matatanaw ang Manila Bay, ngayon, eh,
malinis, maaliwalas at may buhangin na rito.

Sakatunayan, noong Sabado ng maga ay
nagmistulang resort ang sitwasyon sa Manila
Bay dahil sa dagsa ng tao na nagpiknik at sa
Kabila ng malamig ne panahen, may iba pang

. nag-swimmniing kahit na ipinaghabawat ito da-
* hil Mmarufi pa ang tubig, S o
... Gayunman, sa kabila ng rehabilitasyong
-Isinasagawa ay marami.pd ring pasaway na
bisita saManila Bay ang nagtatapon ng basurn
kung saan-saan, ‘yunlang! ~ © .

Ayon kay Marissa Cristobal ng Departinent

of Public Scrvices (DPS) ‘ng Maynila, may

mga Lo pa rin silang sinita dahil sa iniwang " .

basura ng ga ite sa Baywalk. -

- Kaya ang panawagan natin sa lahat, kung .

pupunta tayo sa Manila Bay, siguraduhin na-

| | .Sa kabila ng rehabilitasyon nito |

llang Pinoy na namasyal
' .sa.bagong Manila Bay,
- nag-iwan'ng basura!

tin na marunong tayong rurnespeto at paira-
 lin natin ang disiplina! -

~ 8a totoo lang, hindi na kailangan pang

ituro ang tamang pagtatapon kaya lang dahil

. may mgahindi pa rin makaintindi, kailangan

pa rin yata itong ipaalala kada araw para
tumatak sa ating isipan.
Samantala, hiling natin ang tagumpay ng
-rehabilitasyon sa Manila Bay at sana, huwag
itong gamitin paira sa mga hidden agenda na
alam nating hindi fkatutuwa ng karamihan.
it Nl inyong opinyon. sumbong, hinaing o
inging tulong ito ang pagknkationg
g invong boses, sumulat lamang sa
H RYAN SISON ot ipaehula sa Bulgar
{ Bldg. 538 Quezon Avenue. Quezon City o
mag-cinail 85 hoses.dgar@gmail.con.
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MARAMLI ang natuwa
5a nagaganap na rchabi-

litasyon ng Manila Bay. .

Tulong-tulong na nilinis
ng mga boluntaryong
mamamayan ang dalam-
pasigan sa pamamagi-
tan ng pamumulot ng
mga  basura.  Ginawa
naman ng pamahaiaan
ang pag-iinspeksiyon sa
mga  establisimiyentong

malapit -sa Manila Bay |

at binigyan ng abiso ang

mga napatunayang nag-
tatapon ng dumi o basura
sa dagat.

Maganda ang na-’
ging resulta ng clean-up
na ito. Makikita sa mga

larawan  ang kaaya-
ayang tanawin sa Manila
Bay, lalo na sa oras ng
paglubog ng araw. Tunay
na kaakit-akit ang May-
nila at marami itong mga
paric o lugar na hindi pa

rin nadidiskubre ng ma-

~MANILAKAD: TR
~ LAKARIN ANG

rami. May maibibigay na
pambihirang  karanasan
ang paglalakad sa mga
kalsada o lansangan ng
Maynila.

Tuklasin ang ang:

king ganda ng Maynila

hanggang sa kasuluk-su-
lukan nito sa pamamagi-

tan ng paglahok sa mga’

walking tours. May ilang
mga guide o gabay na
gumagawa sito, hindi la-
mang para sa inga turista
kundi paii na rin sa mga
Pmoy at  Manilenyo’t

Manilenya! Isa na rito
si JP Ordona ng Ma-
nilakad.

Sa ika-24 ng Pebre-
ro, Linggo, sa ganap
na ala-una ng hapon ay
magsisimula ang  kan-
yang Intramuros walking
tour sa Manila Cathe-
drai. P700 ang bayad sa

.pagsali sa walking tour

na ito. Maaaring ha-
napin sa Facebook ang
account na Manilakad
o makipag-ugnayan sa
kanya sa 0916-3597888

N pup—

YONANG
MAVNILA! .-

para‘sa karagdagang im-
permasyon, Buked pa sa
Intramuros walkmg tour
sa araw na ilo, maaari
ring lumahok sa iba pang
tours ng Manilakad:
Quiapo/San  Scbastian/
Muslim Quarter;: Ermita/
Malate: at Old Makati,
Isama ang inyong
mga kaibigan at kapa-
milya upang lakarin ang
Maynila at mabighani sa

kagandahan ng Iumaug

siyudad na ating' mi-

‘namabhal,
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MORE than 2,000 faml—
lies to be displaced by
the ongoing cleanup of
Manila Bay have been as-
sured of land by the
Philippine Ports Author-
ity (PPA) following the
‘intervention of Speaker
Gloria Macapagal-Arroyp.
This developed during the
hearing of the Oversight
Committee on Housing called
by Arroyo to address the de-
lay in the release of titles to
recipients of urban poor hous-
ing proclamations she issued
when she was president.
During the hearing, it
was revealed that more
than 2,000 families living
in a property owned by PPA

ju Lska Puting Bate will be
displaced because of the
onguing rehabilitalion of
Manila Bay.

This prompted Speaker
Arroyo fo inquire what ar-
rangements are being made
in the transfer of the affect-
ed residents. She also asked
the PPA to ensure they
would not be deprived of
their source of livelihood.

PPA General Manager
Jay Daniel Santiago re-
sponded that the agency,
which is the owner of the
property, will be willing to
give them five hectares of
its property in a nearhy
area in Tondo.

He also vowed to. allot
P1 million for the social
preparation of the residerits
prior to the transfer.

11Ty m get

The announcemenl was

met, with jubilation by Isla -

Puting Bato residents who
atlended the hearing al the
House of Representatives.

Mansor Utto, a long-
time resident of Isla Put-
ing Bato, said they could
not believe that they will
be given a chance to ac-
quire their own land. “Mat-
agal na po naming pina-

' panalangin na mabigyan
- kami ng seguridad sa lupa

at sobrang nabigla kami

na ito matutupad na sa -

tulong ng ating Speaker
GMA. Kung hindi sa kan-
ya, baka kung saan na
lang kami mapupunta da-
hil sa paglilinis sa Manila
Bay,” Utto said.

Isla Puting Bato Bgy:

Chairman Bryan Mondejar

said the thousands of res-
idents of Isla Puling Bato
had been worried about
their condition for years es-
pecially ‘with the Manila
Bay cleanup and had de-
cided to come to the hear-
ing to bring to the atten-
tion to Speaker Arroyo
about their condition.
“Sobrang malaking
pasasalamat na dahil kay
Speaker GMA ay mnagkn-
roon ng katiyakan na meron
gilang malilipatan at hindi
na. sila squatter kundi
kanilang bahay at lupa na
talaga yun,” Mondejar said.
. Arroyo has called for the
oversight hearing of the
House committee on hous-
ing and urban development,
chaired by Rep, Alfredo Be-
nitez (3rd District, Negros
Occidental); to see why 156
years after she issued Proc-
leunation No. 581 which re-

served a parcel of land in’

favor of residents .in
Parola, Tondo, titles have yet
to be awarded to gualified
residents through the Na-
tional Housing Authority.
The House members
discovered that the delay
was mainly caused by the
contention on some parts
of Parola that are overlap-

ping with the properties of -

the Philippine National
Railways (PNR) and the
Government Service Insur-
ance System (GSIS).
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BROADCASTER'S
VIEW

TWITTER @fiySaludar
Dapat ay imbestiga-

“han ang mga lokal na
opisyal na pumasok sa

Mga kontrata sa reclamation project imbestigahan

mga kontrata para sa
reclamation project sa

"Manila Bay partikular

sa kahabaan ng Roxas
Boulevard.
Makabubuting ala-
min kung anong pro-
seso.ang ginamit sa
nasabing reclamation
project at kurg ito ba
ay aayon sa interest
ng publiko, '
Imbestigahan kung
nagkaroon din ng pag-
abuso at posibleng kati-

walian sa reclamation’

project sa mg lokal na
pamahalaan.

Ito ay sa gitna ng isi-
nasagawang rehabilitas-
yon ng Manila bay na
pinangungunahan ng
DILG at DENR. _

Tinatayang aabot sa
43 bilyong piso ang
gagastusin sa rehabili-
tasyon ng Manila Bay
na ang pondo ay mula
sa taumbayan. .

Kung matatapos
ang rehabilitasyon at
bubuti ang kalagayan
ng Manila Bay ay hindi
lubos na pakikinaba-
ngan ng publiko.
Matatakpan kasi

ng reclamation pro-
ject ng Manila Bay sa
Roxas Blvd. ang mga
establisimyento na pag-

© aaring mararming negos-

yante na makikinabang
sa rehabflitasyon.
Dapat ay ipatigil

ng DILG at DENR ang’

reclamation project at
ipagbawal ito na gawin
lalo na sa Roxas Blvd.
Kung magpipilit.ang
mga negosyanteng na-
kakuha ng kontrata sa
reclamation project ay
ipapasan sa mga itg
ang 43 bilyong piso na

gastusin sa rehabilitas-
yon ng Manila Bay.

Tanging ang ka-
habaan ng Roxas Blvd.
na magandang tanawin
sa Maynila at Pasay
ang nasa gilid mismo
ng dapampasigan sa
Manila Bay.

Gawin na lang itong
parke upang maging

" pasyalan ng publiko

at panatilihing malinis
ang paligid upang may-
rOOI naman tayong
maipagmalaki sa mga
turistang dadayo sa
Pilipinas,
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ONE-OF-A—K]ND SPECTACLE People flock to the seawali to
marvel at the beauty of the sunset at Manila Bay which is
undergoing a massive ¢leanup. —EDWIN BACASMAS
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mga namamasyal ang baybayin ng Manila Bay, katulad ria !

kahapon? (Patrick Adalin) . .
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MORE people than usual are flocking to the Manila Bay on Roxas Boulevard in Manila after photos of
the resuits of the cleanup spread on social'medif. (Ali Vicoy)
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Matapos mali

nananatiling mataas

nis af maibalik ang dating ganda ng Manila
Bay sa Roxas Blvd. sa Maynila, dumagsa ang mga tag sa
Iugar upang maligo sa kabila ng paclala ng
dad na hindi pa lubusang ligtas na paligu

LA S e M R

mga olort-
an ito dahil sa
pa rin ang antas ng fecal coliform
lawa. (Kuha ni Edd Gumban)

bacteria ng tubig ng

—— .
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wetlands, DENR ofﬁc1al warns

By JoNATHAN L. MAYUGA
¥ @jonimayuga

- A ASSIVE land conversions
] continue to threaten wet-
-¥ L lands, animportant habitat

for native birds and staging ground
for migratory birds, according to an
official of the Department of Environ-
ment and Natural Resources (DENR).
CitingthecaseoftheCandabaSwamp,
which encompasses 32,000-hectare
freshwater ponds, swamps and marsh-
es surrounded by seasonally flooded
grasslands, Director Crisanta Marlene
Rodriguez of the DENR’s Blodwersxty
Management. Bureau (BMB}. said wet-
Jands are among the “most severely”
threatened ecosystems in the world.
The DENR-BMB recently held a

inedia tour in the Candaba Swamp as -

partof the country’s celebrationof the
World Wetlands Day on February 2.

. The Candaba Swamp, situated in
the town of Candaba, Pampanga, is
an important staging ground of mi-
gratory birds. During the rainy sea-
son, the Candaba Swampissubmerged
underwater but it dries out during the
months of November to April.

The DENR noted that many por-

" tionsofthe swamphave been convert-
ed into farms by communities so they
- can cultivate rice and watermelon

Wetlands,becauseof the misnomer
that they are not important, are usu-
ally targeted forland conversion—for
human settlement, for a commereial
establishment, agro-industrialplanta-
tion and for purposes of food pro_duc—
tion, according to Rodriguez.

Often considered as mere “waste-

‘land the DENR official said wetlands

are a unique ecosystem with very im-
portantecosystemfunctions. Shenoted
thatwetlandshelpmitigate theimpacts
of climate change and protect yulner-
able communities from disasters.

“They [wetlands] arekidneysofthe
Earth,” Rodriguez, a forester, said.

' “A well-managed healthy wet-
lands absorb and store excess rainfall
and store it for the dry season, which
helps communities cope with extreme
weather events protecting them from
disasters,” she added.

To protect and conserve wetlands,
Rodriguezsaid the DENR-BMBcontin-
uestoimplement communication,edu-
cation and publicawareness campaigns
targeting local government units and
the communitieswherewetlands exist.
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Iegal_- shipment of

waste back in South Ko;ea

¥ By CHITO cHAVEz

~ ettt

Phe bl contamers of lllegal trash from

South Korea, arnved at-Pyeontaek
City Sunday after it was transported
last Jan. 14 from the Mindanao In-

Misamis Oriental.
Based on the information sent by MIGT\«
Port Collector J ohn Simon to the EcoWastée

. Coalition, the MV Spectrum, the ship car-

rying the shlpment carried the first batch
of returned Korean garbage amountmg to

ter ndtlonal Container Termmal (MICT) in

The news drew cheers from the

EcoWaste Coahtlon a-Quzeon Clty -
. based non‘proﬁt waste and pollution’

watch group in the Philippines.

“We mark this occasion as a spe-
cial day to celebrate the rule of law
and the reign of environmental jus-
tice, and we thank the governments
and peoples of the Philippines and
South Korea for making this hap-

pen,” said Aileen Lucero, National

Coordmator EcoWaste Coalition.

However, Lucero said “this land- -

mark victory is still incomplete as bulk
of the dumped garbage, over 5,100

tons, are still stranded in the town of .
Tagoloan, Misamis Oriental, posing

* health and environmental hazards.”

The group had written Ambas-

sador an Dong-man last Jan, 15
to thank South Korea for 1ts £xpe-

" ditious responise, and to urgé it to-
continue its positive collaboration ;

1,400 tons.

with the Philippine, authomtles to
engure the.speedy re-export of the
remaining garbage,

In their letter, the EcoWaste Co-
dlition also expressed its objection to

“any move to delay the repatriation

of the illegal garbage cargoes or to
have (them) treated or disposed of
in the Philippines.” '

“For the last six months, the

waste materials dumped in T‘agoloah

have been exposed to direct sunlight .
and rain. Many of the bags are now'
‘damaged and have to be replaced

in preparation for their re-export to
South Korea,” Lucero said.

“To speed up their re-export, we
request the South Korean government
tointercedé and assume responsibility
for their re-bagging as the consignee

has failed to do its job due to alleged
+ lack of resources,” she noted, ‘

InJ uly 2018, a boatload of plastic

waste materials arrived in Tagoloan.
* The- shipment, wrongly declared
as “plastic synthetic flakes,” was
exported by the-Korean company
Green Soko and consigned to a
Filipino- Korean company Verde
Soko.

~Another batch of similar mixed
waste cargoes entered the port in
October 2018 bringing the total ship-

-ments to 6,500 tons. Last January

14, 51 containers, or about 1,400 tons
of garbage, left MICT for PCTC.
Amniong the materials found in the

;unsorted plastic waste shipments were

plastic bottles, straws, gloves, shower

hose, utensils, toothbrushes, Styro-

foams, wrappers, and cellophane
Also included were textiles,

" wood, metal rods, vinyl tiles, broken

glasses, paper boxes, spray’cans,

- shoes, slippers, gloves, diapers, as

well as electronic waste.




ki e re——n. it

Year beginning Wednesday, Feb. 5.

Ecowaste members found high con-
centrations of lead in three out of 10
pig-inspired coin containers and relat-
ed adornments to welcome the year of
the earth pig, the 12th of the Chinese
zodiac animals. '

“Lead-tainted ceramic piggy banks
and related decors could end up in the
hands of curious children who' love to
play with colorful and nice-looking fig-
ures,” said Ecowaste chemical safety
campaigner Thony Dizon.

“Lead exposure may occur if the prod-
uct is broken or if its surface is chipped
orcorroded,” hesaid. - -

As part of the group’s campaign for
a toxics-free Philippines, Ecowaste
last week bought 10 pig-inspired items
costing P35 to 1P200 each from retail-
érs in the.areas| of Makati, Manila and
Quezon City. o
- Based on chemical screening using
a portable 'X-R:ay Fluorescence (XRF)
spectrometer, three ceramic samples
were found to.dontain 3,090, 4,929 and

"5,042 parts pet million (ppm) of lead,

respectivély. o

Lead maybe attributed to the glaze
used to give the products glasslike or
smooth finish or to the colorful coat-
ings used. ‘

All the satapted products had no la-
bels; and provided no information about
their ¢hemical composition.
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‘Piggy banks
lined with
toxic lead”
By Joel E. Zurbano
ENVIRONMENTALIST group Ecow-
aste Coalition on Sunday urged consum-
ers:to be cautious.of piggy banks and
pig-inspired decorations containing high
levels of toxic lead, which is unsafe to
the people, especially children.
The group made the waming in time By
for the. celebration of the Chinese New A
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Public warned vs
toxic piggy banks

A waste and pollution watch

group on Sunday warned consumet$_ )
against buying lead-glazed or---
lead-painted piggy banks and-

pig-inspired decorations as the

Chinese New Year celebration starts

Monday, February 4.

Quezon . City-based EcoWaste
Coalition issued the warning after
detecting high concentrations
of lead in three out of 10 pig-
inspired coin containers and related

adornments to welcome the year-

of the earth pig, the 12th of the
Chinese zodiac animals.

“Lead-tainted ceramic piggy
banks and related decors could end
up in the hands of curious children
who love to play with colorful and
nice-looking figures,” said Thony
Dizon, chemical safety campaigner
of EcoWaste Coalition.

. "Lead exposure may occur if the

product is broken or if its surface
is chipped or corroded,” he pointed
out. .

As part of the group’s campaign
for a toxics-free Philippines, the
Ecowaste Coalition bought 10
pig-inspired items costing- P35 to
P200 each from retailers in.Makati,
Manila and Quezon Cities.

Based on chemical screening
using a portable X-Ray Fluorescence
{XRF) spectrometer, three ceramic
samples were found to contain
3,090, 4,929 and 5,042 parts per
million {(ppm) of lead, respectively.

Lead maybe- attributed to the
glaze used to give the products
glasslike or smooth finish or to the
colorful coatings used. ‘

All the sampled products had no

_label, and provided no information

about their chemical .composition.
{Chito A. Chavez)
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Cebu adopts Boracay
~ rehab template

"The initiative will be spearheaded by Cebu
City Environment and Natural Resources
‘Office which will kickstart on 22 February
by cleaning Bulacao River

‘By Rico M. Osmeifla

Using Boracay Island and Manila Bay rehabilitation
programs as template and inspiration, Cebu City has
scheduled a massive clean- up of its three biggest yet dirtiest
and most polluted rivers.

In an interview, Cebu City Mayor Tomas Osmefia on
Sunday said they will need thousands of volunteers to ensure
-the success of the project. ‘ i

= “The project could not have come at a more appropriate
time and [ am elated that many people and groups have
already signified their intention to help in the clean-up
“drive” he said.

The initiative will be spearheaded by Cebu City
*‘Environment and Natural-Resources Office (CCENRO)
-which will l(ifik?talt on 22 February by cleaning Bulacao

iver. ' . ‘

- The 1l-kilometer % Tewg

waterway will be the
"first. to be cleaned up
because of its almost
intolerable polluted
.condition, that if left
Junattended couild
possibly cause sickness
jon people living in its
vicinity.

Aside from the

. clean-up, biofences are -
to be installed along the
< stretches of the river.

The biofences are
*made up of recycled
gplastic bottles that are
wrapped in fishnets and

| «are designed to trap
\tk . garbage,

The next target will
+he the heavily-polluted
ﬁGuadalupc River on

16 March followed by

rehabilitation and clean-up.

Up for rehabllitation A pOI’tIOﬂV of a heavily poll-uted waienu'eiw

Lahug River the following week.
. Yolunteers wﬂi,be provided with free snacks which came
from the donations from the private sector.

The CCENRO disclosed that the massive clean-ups are
necessary since various rivers in the city are already dead
because of pollution caused by untreated wastewater
discharge from establishments and houses along the water
systems.

The Environment Management Bureau of the Department
of Ervironment and Natural Resources7 had classified Lahug
and Bulacao Rivers as class D, which means the presence
of pollutants there makes the rivers uninhabitable for water
creatures especially fish.

CCENRO head Ma. Nida Cabrera said coliform
contamination in the rivers is too high that it’s no longer
tolerable..

The other water systems considered dead are the Mahiga,
Tejero, Tinago and T. Padilla creeks as well as Guadalupe
River and Bulacao River.

Cabrera believes the Bulacao, Lahug and Guadalupe
rivers are most poliuted that can no longer sustain a healthy
ecosystem and therefore will require massive rehabilitation;

n Cebu City that needs massive
FiLE PHOTO
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Biodiversity expert to private

sector: Take part in global

effort vs plastic pollution

HE head of Asean Centre for
Biodiversity (ACB) Execu-
tive Director Dr. Theresa

Mundita $. Lim called on other
private companies in Southeast

Asia to flight plastic’ pollution’

following the launch. last month
of a $1-billion initiative by some
30 major industrial and consumer
goods companies around the world
for the purpose. '

Lim said, “The private sector’s
commitment through the AEPW
{Alliance to End Plastic Waste] is a
verylaudableaction. At the present
rate of threats to biodiversity, and
with global Sustainable Develop-
ment Goals to be met, the private
sector has a huge role to play in
biodiversity conservation.”

Lim expressed “I hope other
multinational companies, espe-
cially in the Asean region, could
emulate this initiative. This move
against plasticpollutionby the pri-
vate sector is a concrete example
of integrating or ‘mainstreaming’

~ biodiversity conservation in the

business sector, which is among
the major thrusts of ACB.” _

The AEPW, which was con-
vened by the World Business

Council for Sustainable Devel-'

opment, will fund initiatives in

waste managementand recycling

infrastructure worldwide. -
The alliance will support in-
novative technologies that could

offer solutions to the large and)|,
growing issue of plastic pollu-|

tion. Among the members of

AEPW. are Proctor and_Gamble, |, ,
Lyondell Basell, BASF, Dow.and -

Mitsui Chemicals, Exxon Mobil,
Total and Shell.

The AEPW announced that it
would invest in an incubator net-

-work, run by Circulate Capital, -

which will help to develop inno-
vative technologies and business
models, to prevent plastic waste.

It would support Renew Oceans, "
an India-based organization that -
(2 Shclatbased organization |

aims to divert plastic waste from
rivers. '

A 2016 report from the World
EconomicForum estimated thatat
current rates, the total weight of
marineplasticwill be greater than
that of the fish in the oceans. Mi-
croplastics—invisible fragments
of plastic waste—have been de-
tectedin manymarine species, and
are now in the human food chain.

Earlierin 2018, Lim lauded the
Asean member-statesin their con-
tinued efforts in reducing plastic
wastes in the region. She cited

"ACB's hometown, Los Baiios, La-

guna, as the first-ever municipal-

ity in the Philippines to regulate ~

use of:plastic materijals.
“lamhappy toreportthat each

Asean member-state has its own

initiative in dealing with plastic

. wastes. For example, Brunei Da-

russalam has a campaign to stop

the use of plastic bags in super- .

- markets by the end of 2019. In

Cambodia, major supermarkets
charge KHR400[$0.10] per plas-
tichag toreduce its wasteful use.
Lao PDRalso encourages thé pub-
lic to use recyclable bags, which
are being sold in downtown cafés
and markets. Malaysia, Myan-
mar and Indonesia also imple-
ment bans and taxes on the use
of plastic bags,” said Lim.

. Lim also reported that in Sin-

- gapore, one of the world’s giant

players in the fast-food chain in-
dustry with 84 restaurants in the
countrybanned the use of plastics
for dine-in customers last yeat.
"In Thailand,"the government
is promoting the importance of
reducing the number of plastic
bagstolessen the harmful éffects

" to the environment. Large busi-

|
!

nessesandenterprisesin Vietnam
haveintroduced eco-friendly hags
for shoppers, and the government

imposesenvironment taxon plas-

tic bags, at VND 40,000 ($1.76)
per kilogram. !
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grade. Half of all plastic produced
i5 designed to be used only once.
90% of bottlés aren't even.retycled.
The plastic waste we have gener-
ated could be with us for hundreds
-or even thousands of years.
PET bottles will never biodegrade.
Think twice before you buy plastic
bottled drinks or products packaged
with single-use packaging. How
much plastic waste has accumu-
lated on earth? US researchers
reported in 2015 that more than 9.1
billion tons of it has been produced

This is On Me -

Floro Mercene

Plastic pollution

& ROUND the world, one mil-

lion ptastic drinking bottles are
purchased every minute. What will
happeh to these bottles when the
conterits are.empty? We have no

choite but to throw it away,

The average.time for a plastic
bottle to completely degrade is at
least 450 years. It can even take
some bottles 1000 years to biode-

on Earth, with most dumpéd into

 landfills or the oceans.

To avert the plastic pollution more
»products should be sold without
plastic packaging or the packaging
shou!d be reusable. We are now
producing nearly 300 million tons

~ of plastic every year, half of which is
- for single use. At the current pace,
over 13 biliion tons of plastic waste -

will be discarded in landfills or in

- the environment by 2050. While

plastic has many valuable uses, we
have become addicted to single-use

or disposable plastic. Disposable
plastic is creating a nightmare for
the planet now.

Small actions (like bringing a
reusable water tumbler, reusable
food containers and cutlery, eco-
bag for_grocery shopping) matter

. in the global effort to reduce plastic

waste. - Whenever you do eng up
with: plastic or paper bags, reuse
them as many times as possible.
When you do decide to eat out,

sbring along & reusable container

for leftovers.
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- save the ‘taw

STORY BY JONATHAN L. MAYUGA wa@jonimayuga

€ 7V ULAY, bangus, tilapia kayo
diyan [Please buy vegetables,
milkfish, tilapia]!” shouted
Jose (not his real name) as he passed
by a group of people just outside a flea
market in General Trias, Cavite.

Jose, an ambulant vendor, was
asked by a customer if he is sell-
ing tawilis (bombon sardines).

“Not anymore,” he said. “There’s
no more tawilis. You have to go to
Batangas. If youare lucky, you might
find some in the fish landing. What
you see in the market todayare most
probably salinyasi. They are not from
Taal [Lake]. They are saltwater fish,”
Jose laughed. “They are not tawilis.
They are fake,” he insisted.

‘Endangered’
THE population of the tawrlis that
is endemic only in Taal Lake has
been in the decline for more than
a decade now. Recently assessed as
“endangered” after it was included
in the Red List of Threatened Spe-
cies of the International Union for
Conservation of Nature (IUCN) in
February 2017, the clamor to save it
from extinction reverberated anew.
Officials of the Bureau of Fisher-
ies and Aquatic Resources (BFAR)
of the Department of Agriculture,
and the Biodiversity Management
Bureau (BMB) of the Department
of Environment and Natural Re-
sources (DENR) have agreed with
the observation of the IUCN that
the tawilis—the only freshwater
sardine in the world—is becoming
scarce because of various threats.
Overfishing, pollution and the
problem broughtabout by invasive
alien species-have been identified
as the threats to the tawilis, which
is exclusively found in Taal Lake,
a unique ecosystem which forms
part of Taal Volcano Protected
Landscape (TVPL).

Experts believe that to save the
rare tawilis, the government inter-

.yvention should also focus on sav-

ing the Taal Lake, whichis itselfan
“endangered” ecosystem.

The TVPL is classified as highly
urgent for biodiversity conservation
by the DENR-BMB based on the re-
sults of the National Biodiversity
Conservation Priority Setting Proj-
ectjointlyundertakenby theagency,
inpartnership with the University‘ of
the Philippines Center for Integrative
and Development Studies, and Con-

servation International-Philippines.
Tawilis is also being showcased as
partoffood tourismintownsaround-
the lake, including the popular Ta-
gaytay in Cavite, where tawilis delica-
ciesare sold tolocaland foreign tour-
ists eating in high-end restaurants
or some small carinderia or eatery.

Temporary ta!wilis-flshlng ban
OCEANA Philippines is calling on
the DENR and‘the BFAR to impose
atemporary fishing ban on tawilisin
Taal Lake, to protect the species and
save thelivelihood of small fishers.
“The Protected Area Manage-
ment Board of Taal Volcano Protect-
ed Landscape has already endorsed
seasonal closure of tawilis to give
it time to reproduce. The Bureau
of Fisheries and Aquatic Resources
proposeda three-month fishingban
on tawilis since 2013. The DENR
and BFAR must join forces to curb
the major threats to the survival

of tawilis and to ensure that there
is sustainable management of this
species,” saidlawyer Gloria Estenzo
Ramos, vice president of Oceana
Philippines, an international or-
ganization working to protect and
restore the world’s oceans,

Ramos added that while seasonal
closurewill contribute to revivingthe
stock, it tnust be supported by other

fisheries management measures to
ensure long-term sustainability of
thearea, such astight control on figh
pens, regular monitoring of water
quality, prevention of invasive spe-
cies and no-nonsense enforcement
of environmental laws.

“Demand for tawilis has driven
the fish to near extinction and this
must be carefully studied by both
scientists and resource economists,”
Ramos said,

Pablo Rosales, chairman of Pro-
gresibong Alyansa ng mga Mangin-
gisda sa Pilipinas, said the overfish-
ing of tawilis can be addressed by
regulating the fishing activities of
commercial fishers,

“The banmust focus on the com-
mercial fishing sector. Their boats
arelarge, and theirgears are veryef-
ficient, sothey catch majority of the
stocks. At the same time, municipal
fishers are also displaced, and left
with lesser catch,” Rosales added.

He said that illegal fishers in
Taal Lake which operate without
licenses and use destructive gears,
and establishments which cause
marine pollutien in the area must
also be held accountable,

Rosales urges the adoption of a
national management framework
to sustainably utilize and manage
all sardine species in the country.

Data from the National Stock
Assessment Program show that
aside from tawilis,  other sardine
species which are harvested in
the ocean, such as Sardinella lem-
uru and Sardinella gibbosa, or more
commonly known as tamban, tuloy
and tabagak, are also overfished,
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“There’s an urgent need to im-
plement a science-based sardine
management framework that will
addressissues onthe overfishing of
sardines, regulate the catch of ju-
veniles, and allow sardine stocks to
spawn and reproduce. The continu-
ous encroachment of commercial
fishers in municipal waters must
also be addressed,” Ramos said.

Oceana also welcomed the stop-
pagé of production and voluntary
withdrawal of tawilis products of
certain companies in the market.
“This goes only to show that the
business sector is open to intégrat-
ing sustainability as a corporate phi-

. losophyandisamuch- laudedmove,
Ramos added,

Biodiversity loss

BESIDES tawilis, about 87 percent
of fish species in Taal Lake had dis-
appeared as of 1996, according to a
study conductedas earlyasthe 1920s,
said AA Yaptinchay of the Marine
Wildlife Watch of the Philippines.

" “Therewasevenabullsharkinthe
lake but it is now extinct,” he said.

Yaptinchaysaid Taalis facedwith
problems caused by invasive alien
species—both plant and fish. He
noted that the major culprits are
tilapia and water hyacinths. Oth-
ers are the Thai catfish and Chinese
soft-shelled turtles.

“Bither they compete with space
and food resources of the tawilis, or
prey on them,” he said.

According to Yaptinchay, the
government should step in and put
in place stricter regulations to ad-
dress thevariousproblems besetting
the TVPL.

“There are many threats besides
fishing, such as pollutmn and inva-
sive spec1e5, which need to be ad-
dressed,” he said, adding that all

hopesarenotlostinsaving TaalLake.

P2

“If it undergoes ecological res-

toration, meaning clean up the

pollution, remove invasive species
and regulate fish catches, there is
hope,” he said.

’Abused neglected economic
resource’

BEING a watershed, the Taal Lake is
an important economic resource for
many people, particularly in Tagay-
tay Cityin the province of Cavite,and
Taallakeshore townsinthe province
of Batangas.

Besidesits beingapopulartour-
ist destination, Taal Lake and its
surrounding environmentprovide
the people-important economic
resource like land for agriculture,
and the lake itself for fisheries—
both for small fishermen and small
fish-cage operators.

The lake has a total surface area
of 24,356.4 hectares, the country’s
third-largest lake next to Laguna de
Bay and Lake Lanao.

There areclose to 6,000 fish eages
in various parts of Taal Lake where
tilapia and bangus are being raised.

Around the lake are farms that
make use of various pesticides
and fertilizers. These agrichemi-
cals all drain into the lake during
heavy rains,

Worse, a total of 37 small riv-
ers drain into Taal Lake, originat-
ing from Tagaytay Ridge, Talisay,
Balete, Mataas na Kahoy, Alitagtag,
Agoncilloand Laurel-Onlyoneriver,
Pansipit River, about 8.2 kilometers
long, drains Taal Lake at San Nicol'as
into Balayan Bay. -

Theserivers are all sources of
‘pollutn}:n, particularly untreat-
ed wastewater from households
with nc!) sewer treatment plants
or not connected to ptoper sewer
lines, thereby, aggravatlng the

“J;c{"VJ ) ’(; "

degradation of the important
water body.

Protected area

PERHAPS the most popular tourist
destination in the Southern Tagalog
region, the TVPL was established by
virtue of Proclamation 923, Series of
1996 signed on November 19, 1996.
 The municipalities of Talisay,
Malvar, Tanauan, Laurel, Agoncil-
lo, Santa Teresita, Cuenca, Alitag-
tag, Mataas na Kahoy, Balete, San
Nicolas, Lemery and Taal, and Lipa
City, all in Batangas province, and
Tagaytay City in Cavite province
share jurisdiction and mandate over
TVPLunder the National Integrated
Protected Areas System (Nipas) Act.

Being a protected area and a
source of income and livelihood of
many fishermen, including fish-
cage operators, the BFAR and BMB
exercise joint regulatory powers
over TVPL.

A former director of the DENR-
BMB, Theresa Mundita S. Lim, said
sheisnot surprised tawilisis already
considered endangered.

“It has a limited range and there
is anecdotal information from local
folks that the fishis not as frequently
seen orcaught nowadays compared to

:more thandecadesago,” Lim, current-

ly the executive director of the Asean
Centre for Biodiversity (ACB), said.

Stronger protection

DECLARING an area as a protected,
like the Taal Landscape, should not
be the end of the protection mea-
sure, the biodiversity conservation
expert said.

Instead, Lim said it should give
morereasoit foradditional effortsto
strengtheningits protection, and the
campaign tosave the tawilisis one of

those measures.

“ This cannot be done by a single
sector or entity alone.”—Lim
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“As a protected area, your main
goal is to maintain the ecological
integrity of the landscape. And to do
this, you must ensure that the vari-
ous species that make the ecosystem
function and sustain its capacity to
provide the services the way it does,
continue to exist and to thrive,” she
explained. _

" Tosavethe tawilis, she said thereis
aneedtoaddressthevariousthreats,
holistically.

“This cannot be done by a smgle
sector or entity alone,” she noted.

“The management plan of TVPL
already seeks to do this. Butwe need
also the public, the consumers, to
be more aware that if they want to
continue to enjoy the scenic Taal,
along with the unique taste of its
endemic tawilis and the maliputo,
they can also play a role by de-
manding for responsibly sourced/
cultured fishery products from the
lake,” she explained.

Such public invelvement, Lim
said, can help make it easier to limit
the fish cages and reduce unsustain-
ableaquaculture practices, aswellas
illegal fishing,

In addition, she cited that pol-
lution must also be addressed at
the source.

“The LGUs [local government
units], communities and the in-
dustries around the lake can also
work alongside each other to keep
the water quality up to standard.
So'perhaps we just need a rally-
ing point for concerted action for
TVPL, it could just be "to save the
tawilis. The continued existence
of the tawilis can, thus, be consid-
eredagoodindicator for successful
management effortsin the TVPL,”
she said.

Writ of Kalikasan
THETVPListhesubject of a continu-
ingmandamusissued by the Supreme
Court in February 2012. Filed by
then-Agham Party-list Rep. Angelo
Palmones, the complaint aims to
protect the lake from human activi-
ties, including fish-cage operation.

The Supreme Court, deciding in
favor of the petition filed by the
veteran radio broadcaster, referred
the continting mandamus to the
Court of Appeals, which approved a
memorandum of agreement reached
by Palmones and the DENR.

i o}
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These include strictly regulating
fish-cage operation and monitoring
of water quality in the lake.

Sought for comment, Palmones
told the BUSINESSMIROR the de-
cline of the rare tawilis and other
fish in the TVPL is a'result of de-
cadesof neglectand abuse. The gov-
ernmentinterventioriand program
implementedin the TVPL appeared

"to be inadequate, Palmones said,
and was not sustained.

He noted that in 2017, funding
or budget allocation spec1f1cally for
activities meanttohelpsave the Taal
Lake ceased. :

“This is the nght time to review
what we have started in the TVPL,”
he said in a telephone interview on

January 29.

Punitive action

ACCORDING to Palmones, to save
the rare tawilis from extinction, it
would require drastic measures and
the complete support of various
stakeholders. .

The former lawmaker said over-
fishing, particularly by companies
engagedinbottlingsardines, includ-
ing small and medium enterprises
(SMEs), should stop. -

“The continued depletlon of
tawilis, considered as an endemic
treasure of the Philippines, clearly
demands for punitiveactiononLGUs
and businesses within the TVPL,”
he said. .

According to Palmones, resi-
dents and establishments, espe-
ciallylivestock farms around TVPL
never ceased on discharging pollut-
ants and untreated wastewater to
tributaries of the lake.

“The DENR must resume fund-
ing and empowering the PASu [Pro-
tected Area Supermtendent] of TVPL
to fully 1rnp1ement the continuing
mandamus issued by the Court of
Appeals 1n 2012 to save Taal Lake,
and our tawilis,” he said.

Rehabilitation, other measures
ACCORDING to Jose Elmer C. Bas-
cos; Batangas Provincial Environ-
mentandNaturalResource Officer.
{Penro) and concurrent TV.PL Pro-
tected Area superintendent, part
of the contlnumg effort tosave the
tawilis is protecting and consery-
ing the TVPL, particularly the Taal
Lake's ecosystem,.

Therehabilitatien ofTaalLake he
said, is no letup even as he admitted
that they need to step up measures
to save the tawilis from extinction.

Various measures, he said, have
also been introduced by concerned
government agencies, including
strictly limiting the number of fish
cages in Taal. -

Interviewed by the BUSINESSMIR-
ROR via telephone on January 28,
Bascos said as far as fisheries is con-
cerned, the DENR-BMB, throughthe
management of the TVPL, is work-
ing with the DA-BFAR and LGUs in
implementing the Unified Flshery
Rules and Regulation.

“On Thursday, we will have a
stakeholders’ meeting to discuss
how to strengthen our protection
and conservation measures for the
TVPL and how to save the tawilis,”
he said.

“We are also planning to declare
three areas in Taal Lake as tawilis
conservation areas, where fishing
will not be allowed,” he said. The ar-
easarethefishinggroundsin Balete,
San Nicolas and Cuenca town.

According to Bascos, starting
this year, the management of the
TVPL—which includes the vari-
ous heads of agencies and LGUs
comprising the Protected Area
Management Board—will imple-
ment a tawilis closed season every
March and April, the months they
are known to breed, to allow the
rare fish species to reproduce and
replenish the lake with new stocks.

Confirming that the many riv-
ers drain te Taal Lake, he said so
far, the pollutionlevel of Taal Lake

‘is not as alarming as in Laguna de

Bay. He said they now limit the
number of fish cages in the lake
to a maximum of 6,000 units and
allow only floating fish feeds to
reduce potential pollution. '

He said he will recommend the
massive rehabilitation of Taal Lake,
similar to that in Boracay and Ma-
nila Bay, to further boost efforts
in preventing the dumping of solid
waste and untreated wastewater
that find their way into rivers that
drain into the lake.
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Malungon reforests aitical riverbank

X3 Bamboo planting in Malungon

AS part of its environmental pro-
tection program for sustainable
development, the municipality of
Malungon, Sarangani recently held
avast planting of bamboo seedlings
along the watersides of Brgy. Upper
Lumabat River to help rehabilitate
the critical riverbanks which have
hecome a sotiree of flash flond in

the town's lowlands in recent years.
Some 5,000 bamboo seedlings

“were planted ata4.2:-kilometer stretch

which was participated by municipa
officials and employees, local police,
civil society groups, people’s organiza-
tions and local townsfolk, '

The municipal government also
slened a memorandusn’ of agree-

ment (MoA) with the Brgy. Upper
Lumabat counil for the bamboo
growing project, which will also be a
potential income-generating project.
The bamboo reforestation is
part of the 11th Slang Festival,
which showcases the way of life
' of the Blaan and Tagakaulo in-
digenane tieonle thimtish dance.

music and sporting events.

A first-class municipality, Malun-
gon is a touristic town known for
the ecotourism and cultural sites
such as the Lamlifew Cultural
Village and School of Living Tra-
ditions, the Kalon Barak Skyline
Ridge, and a couple of agri and
farm tourist sitee.
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Metro Pacific shores up Balayan Bay ecosystem

-« As part of its corporate social responsibility, Metro Pacific

, Investments Corp. (MPIC) Foundation, through its Shore It Up
program, recently received a donation of 40 eco-reef modules,
which will be instailed in Balayan Bay, one of the country’s top
scuba diving destinations,

Since 2016, MPIC Foundation has been nurturing a Coral
Restoration Field Laboratory in Bgy. Solo in Mabini, Batangas
to help restore the marine ecosystem of the area.. -

Over the past two years, it has laid 12 modules; which have

- provided valuable data to help in the flourishing of.aquatic life
in the barangay. - )

« MPIC vice president for PR and corporate communications
Melody Del Rosario shares that Shore It Up started in 2009 as a
coastal cleanup movement in the Anilao dive spot. The award-
winning program has since expanded into a comprehensive
marine biodiversity conservalion program to cover underwater
ceanups, mangrove propagation, giant clam rearrangement, -
artificial reef restoration, and community livelihood projects.

Coral restoration, she added, is one way of responding to the

 effects of climate change and helping waork on solutions for the

sustainable use'of the sea as a source of food and livelihood for

{ _fishermen and ocean stakeholders, .

Shore It Up has been held in key coastal areas such as Puerto

Galera, Oriental Mindore; Subic Bay Frecport Zonc; Hundred

Islands National Park in Alaminos City, Pangasinan; Del Carmen

in Siargao Island; Panglao and Pamilacan Islands’in Bohol;

Eco-Mer and Divers Institute of Technology consultant Suigeo City; Medina, Misamis Oriental; and Cordova, Cebu.

Willlam McGilton, MPIC Foundation president Melody Del . 10Sustainitsenvironinental undertakings, the foundation has
Rosario, and marine ecology expert Prot. Avigdor Abelson 2150 helped establish Mangrove Propagation and Information
from the Tel Aviv Unlversity in Israef are shown priortothe  Centers in Luzon, Visayas and Mindanao which can be located
underwater deployment of eco-reef modules. - in Alaminos City, Pangasinan and Del Carmen, Siargao Isfand,
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Surigao del Norte and the third in Cordova Cebu.
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