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i Over 10 truckloads of trash collected
as ‘Battle for Manila Bay’ begins

By ELLALYN DE VERA-RUIZ, ERMA R. EDERA, ANALOU DE VERA, and JEL SANTOS | Bay” . :
The Metropolitan Manila Deveiop-

Gver 10 truckloads of garbage were dubbed by Department of Environment  ment Authority (MMDA) said 45.59 tons
collected during the kick-off yesterday  and Natural Resources (DENR) Secre- or 11 truckloads of garbage were
of the Manila Bay Rehabilitation project tary Roy Cimatu as the “Battlefor Manila  collected by participanis to the ’4

A

SAVING THE BAY

~ Hundreds joined a
solldarity walk along
Roxas Blvd. Sunday In
support of the Manila Bay
Rehabllitation Project.
The parade was led by
Metropolitan Manlia
Development Authorlty
Chairman Danilo Lim,

' Natlonal Security
Adviser Hermogenes
Esperon Jr. , Public
Works and Highways
$ecretary Mark Vlllar,
Environment and Natural
Resources Secretary
Roy Clmatu, Tourism
Secretary Bernadetto
Puyat, interior and Local
Government Secretary
Eduardo Aiio, and
Defense Secretary Delfin
Lorenzana. (All Vicoy)
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Over 10 truckldads.m..

clean up drive.

The rehabilitation brought together
more than 5,000 participants, mostly
personnel from the DENR and 12 other
government agencies tasked by the Su-
preme Court to clean up and rehabilitate
Manila Bay in 2008, -

The activity began with a solidarity
walk from the Quirino Grandstand to
the baywalk area. Cimatu led the pledge
of commitment by all stakeholders and
declared the start of the Manila Bay
rehabilitation.

Cimatu said that he was deeply im-
pressed with the number of people who
joined the walls,

“This is one battle that will be won
not with force or arms, but with the firm .’
resolve to bring Manila Bay back to his
life With commitment and determination
of every Filipino to do his share in this
rehabilitation effort, we have already
won the battle for the Manila Bay,” he
said.

Simultaneous cleanup activities
were also held in Pampanga, Bataan,
Navotas, Las Pifias, Cavite and Bulacan,
which have estuaries that flow into the
capital's bay.

Cimatu was joined by Tourism
Secretary Bernadette Romulo Puyat,
Public Works Secretary Mark Villar, Act-
ing Information and Communications .
Technology Secretary Eliseo Rio Jr, and
MMDA Chairman Danilo Litn.

The Laguna Lake Development
Authority (LLDA) also handed out
cease-and-desist orders to at least three
establishments — Aristocrat Restaurant
on Roxas Boulevard, Gloria Maris
Restaurant at the CCP Complex, and
Esplanade (San Miguel By The Bay) due.
to environmental violations,

LLDA General Manager Jaime
Medina said that these establishments
“discharge untreated water to esteros,
rivers, and other tributaries that flow

£
Lt

41

into Manila Bay.”

Medina said that these establish-
ments can still operate but they will
have no water source and they cannot
discharge wastewater. The facilities for
wastewater discharge will be closed,
not necessarily the establishment, he

- added. :

The DENR issued notices of viola-
tions against several establishments
which it found to be non-compliant with
efftluent standards under Republic Act
9275 or the Philippine Clean Water Act
of 2004 and may pay fines up to P200,000
per day. ) .

“We cannot afford to prolong this
cleanup activity because this has long
been neglected. Ang pinakamahirap sa

rehab ay ang pag-sustain nito. Manila

Bay is-not a lost cause,” Cimatu said.

He also said that he will order infor-

mal settlers living in waterways to leave
and ask them if they want to go home to
their provinces. | : .

The DENR earlier said that at
least P47 billion will be allotted for the
cleanup, :

Department of the Interior and Local
Government Secretary Eduarde Afio
said that it took 10 years for the govern-
ment agencies to finally rehabilitate the
Manila Bay after the Supreme Court
issued a mandamus to clean up and
save the hay

The rehabilitation effort, dubbed as
the "Battle for Manila Bay," reinforces a
Supreme Court continuing mandamus,

-which directs 13 government agencies
.and local governments to rehabilitate

the'bay. :
Boracay model

Tourism Secretary Bernadette
Romulo-Puyat said that they will be
following the cleanup efforts in Bora-
cay Island for the rehabilitation of the
Manila Bay.
"Today, we are here to cleanup and

rehabilitate Manila Bay and restore it
to its former glory as a historic water
landmark," Romulo-Puyat said.

"The DOT will work on the following
successful Boracay model or policy of
no compliance to DILG (Department
of Interior and Local Government) and
DENR (Department of Environment and
Natural Resources), no DOT accredita-
tion thus, no opening for business," said
Puyat.

"Together we will make Manilabay a
revered and inclusive tourism destina-
tion once again, a spot where you can
view the best, most breathtaking sunset
while relaxing on a clean sea breeze, and
a place that can benefit from an influx of
terurists to become a source of livelihood

for nearby communities,” she said.
'Final Battle'

Interior Secretary Afio said that
they will monitor all establishments
surrounding the bay if they follow envi-
ronmental laws. -

“I would also like to remind estab- ;

lishments in Manila Bay to diligently do
your corporate social responsibility and
help address the worsening problem of
the bay, Revisit your waste management
protocols and institute reforms if neces-
sary,” he added.

"Tunderstand now why the President
ordered us to fix Boracay because that
is the prelude to the final battle which is
to save Manila bay,” he said.

A contingent of some 700 soldiers,
airmen, sailors, and marines including
trucks and engineering equipment led by
Armed Forces of the Philippines (AFP)

Chief of Staff General Benjamin Madri-
gal Jr. participated in the Manila Bayani- _
han Para Sa Kalinisan kick off ceremony
on Sunday as part of its commitment
towards environmental security.
Gigantic septic tank

BUHAY Party-List Rep. Lito Atienza

is calling. for appropriate action from

_water utilities Manila Water Co. Inc. and

Maynilad Water Services Inc. even as he
called the famous Manila Bay a "gigantic

Etic tank,”

According to him, the "Battle for
Manila Bay" is lost unless the two water
concessionaires are compelled to ad-
dress the matter.

~ “If the administration is really deter-
mined to clean up and renew the bay once
and for all, then Malacafiang should move

to compel the two private water conces-
sionaires in Metro Manila to deliver the
sewage treatment facilities that they were
supposed to build and operate a long time
ago,” said Alienza, who is also a former
Secretary of Environment and Natural
Resources. (With reports from Ellson
Quismorio and Francis T Wakefield)
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Truckloads of ti;ash collectedm;s—.

Manila Bay clean-up kicks off

By JEL SANTOS . T T

T T
i ~’¥.x

Over 10 truckloads of garbage were
collected during the kick-off of the Ma-
nila Bay Rehabilitation project Sunday,
the Metropolitan Manila Development
Authority (MMDA) said.

The agency said almost 46 tons of
garbage were collected by about 5,000
government employees and volunteers
from the bay. The participants early
gathered at the Quirino Grandstand
in Rizal Park, Manila, for the solidarity
walk along Baywalk.

Roxas Boulevard’s southbound
lane from Katigbak Drive to President
Quirino Avenue was closed from 5 a.m.
to 9 a.m. for the event.

MMDA Chairman Danilo Lim had
called on to the public to join in saving
the Manila Bay, which has long suffered
from pollution.

He deployed 1,000 MMDA em-
pioyees to help collect the garbage in
Manila Bay.

MMDA’s Solid Waste Manage-
ment Office personnel also conducted
house-to-house flyer distribution and
short discussion with residents on
waste segregation to minimize solid
waste ending up at the Manila Bay.

According to Lim, “simple seg-
regation of garbage, when done
habitually, can help rid of solid waste
that goes to the estero and dr amage
system.”
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By HELEN FLORES
and REY GALUPO

At least 5,000 volunteers and
government officials participated
yesterday in a so-called solidari-
ty walk from the Quirino Grand-
stand to Manila’s Baywalk as the
Duterte administration started
the rehabilitation of Manila Bay.

Environment Secretary Roy Ci-
matu and Interior Secretary Eduardo
Afio led the activity dubbed “Battle
for Manila Bay” at around 7 a.m.

They were joined by Tourism
Secretary Bernadette Romulo-Puyat,
Public Works Secretary Mark Villar,
acting Information and Communica-
tions Technology Secretary Eliseo Rio
Jr. and Metropolitan Manila Devel-
opment Authority Chairman Danilo
Lim. .

Simultaneous cleanup activities
were held in Las Pifias and Navotas
cities as well as towns in Bulacan,
Bataan and Pampanga.

“The rehabilitation program was -
in compliance with a Supreme Court
continuing writ of mandamus, order-
ing government agencies and local
governments to clean up the pol-
luted bay.

Closure orders

The Laguna Lake Development
Authority (LLDA) issued a cease and

desist order on two restaurants and a
water treatment facility classified as
sources of “pollutive wastewater” in
the bay.

The LLDA cut off water supply at
the Aristocrat restaurant along Roxas |
Boulevard, Gloria Maris restaurant
within the Cultural Center of the
Philippines complex and one of
the water treatment facilities of the
Esplanade in Pasay City.

Cimatu and Afio served the
closure orders, against the establish- -
ments. :

The LLDA is an attached agency
of the Department of Environment
and Natural Resources (DENR),
which was tasked to lead the Manila
Bay cleanup. '

LLDA general manager Jaime
Medina said the establishments have
been discharging pollutants in the
bay. .

Medina said the owners of the
establishments could lose their
mayor’s permit and environmental
compliance certificate should they
fail to correct their violations.

The establishments were ordered to

pay penaities of up to 200,000 for vio-
lating the Philippine Clean Water Act.
Around P47 billion will be al-
located for the bay’s cleanup, accord-
ing to the DENR.
The budget will also be used for
the relocation of some 300,000 infor-

le for Manila Ba
eanup kicks off

mal settler families living near the
bay, the agency said. -

The DENR has closed down 42 es-
tablishments in Bulacan and Bataan
for polluting the river system that
leads to Manila Bay.

At least 11 truckloads of garbage
were collected by the MMDA along
the bay yesterday. '

Villar promised to procure trash
skimmers to be used in cleaning the
bay.

Afio ordered local governments
within the Manila Bay to mount
weekly cleanups or face sanctions.

AFP, PNP join bay rehab

The military and police joined
other workers from the government
and private sector in efforts to reha-
bilitate the polluted Manila Bay.

A contingent composed of sol-
diers, airmen, sailors and Marines

+ led by Armed Forces of the Philip-

pines chief Gen. Benjamin Madrigal
Jr. participated in the activity, AFP
spokesman Brig. Gen. Edgard Are-
valo said.

Arevalo said 700 troops from the
Army, Air Force, Navy and the AFP
General Headquarters took part in
the event. -

Philippine National Police (PNP)
chief Director General Oscar Albay-
alde also joined the launching of tie
Manila Bay cleanup.

Chief Superintendent Benigno
Durana Jr., Police Community -
Relations Group director, said some
1,500 policemen took part in the -
activity.

Armed with sacks and sticks,

- Albayalde and other police officials ~ "

cleaned the shores of Manila Bay.

Other officials who attended the
event were National Capital Region
Police Office chief Director Guill-
ermo Eleazar and Manila Police Dis-
trict director Chief Superintendent
Vicente Danao Jr. .

A lawmaker y:esterday called on
the government to compel Mayni-
lad Water Services Inc. and Manila
Water to provide sewage treatment
facilities while the bay is undergoing
rehabilitation.

“President Duterte can use his ex-
ecutive powers to require the water
concessionaires to provide sewage
treatment planis,” Buhay party-

Iist Rep. Lito Atienza said.

The Pambansang Lakas ng Kuu-
sang Mamamalakaya ng Pilipinas
callgd fora moratorium on all recla-
mation projects in Manilay Bay.

The group said the government
should stop projects that would fur-
ther pollute the bay. '

R With Michael Punongbayan,
Emmanuel Tupas, Delon Porcalla
Ramon Efren Lazaro, Ghio Ong ’
Romina Cabrera '
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Manila Bayj}
rehab beg|s

BY CATHERINE A. MODESTO

As the clean-up unfolded,
the Laguna Lake Development
Authority (LLDA) ordered the
closure of three restaurants in
Manila for polluting the bay.

Several Cabinet members joined
volunteers and government workers
collect trash on the first leg of a reha-
bilitation program seen 1o last years.

were held in Cavite, Bulacan,
Pampanga and Bataan.
Environment Secretary Roy Ci-
matu, Interior Secretary Eduardo
Afio, Public Works Secretary Mark
Villar, Defense Secretary Deifin
Lorenzana, national palice chief
Oscar Albayalde, Tourism Secretary
Bernadette Puyat, Information
_and Communications Technology
acting Secretary Lliseo Rio Jr. and
Metropolitan Manila Development
Autharity chairman Danilo Lim
joined the early morning solidarity
march from the Quirino Grand-
stand in Manila to Baywall.
Indonesian expatriates and
students also lent a hand, "to
give respect 1o the city they live
in,” said Tourino Dilaga, chair-
man of the lndonesian Diaspora
Network Manila chapter.
Flocerina Noveda, 81, a vendor
near Manila Bay, said her group,
Mga Manininda ng Manila Bay,
had been joining clean-up activi-

Similar clean-up activities: .

IHOUSANDS of volunteers descended on
Manila Bay on Sunday, the start of a massive

B. rchabilitation scheme. that aims to restore
the bay's “beauty and bounty.”

ties because they believed it was
their duty te do so.

Ramnir Ravino, an illegal settler
who regularly takes a dip at the bay,
expressed hope that he would see
cleaner waters in the coming years.

Cimatu said an interagency task
force would clean the waterways

first. He added that the Department

of the Interior and Local Govern-
ment would discuss with mayors the
relocation of thousands of informal
settlers on the bay and waterways.
Rio said sensors would be in-
stalled to monitor the fecal coli-
form levels. Cimatu had pegged
the coliform level at 330 million
most probable number {mpn)/100
milliliters (mi}, way above the
standard of 100 mpn/ml.

Closed

On Sunday morning, the LLDA
ordered (he Aristocrat in Malate,
Manila, Gloria Maris Sharl's Fin
and the San Miguel by the Bay res-
taurants closed for polluting the bay.

LLDA General Manager Jaime
Medina said the water supply
of the three establishments had
been cut so that these restaurants
would no longer discharge their
waste inio the bay.

Medina said all three commer-

cial establishments had prior water

s Pz AR,

F 0 R TH E BAY Government personnel and members of
various groups join a solidarity march at Rizal Park before the start of the
bay clean-up. PHOTQ BY J. GERARD SEGUIA

poliution cases.

“We are going to discuss with
them the parameters where they
failed.1f ever they are able to comply,
they have to inform us that they
are ready for another inspection by
submitting a letter,” Medina said.

If they pass the second round of

“inspection, the establishments will

be altlowed to resume operations.
The LLDA also issued notices of
violation to a motel, a restaurant
and several enterprises in Pasay City
owned by SM lnvestments Corp.
They are the Aliw Inn, SM Prime
Holdings Inc’s corporate offices, SM

Malt of Asia and SM Ferry Terminal
and SM Development Corp's Sea
Residences Condominium,

Medina said LLDA inspec-
tion teans had investigated 43
hotels and 286 establishments
surrounding Manila Bay to de-
termine if they complied with
environinenial laws,

Last week, the Manila Zoo,
which connects to the Estero de
San Antonio Abad, one of the bay's
sources of pollution, was indefi-
nitely closed by the city government
to pave the way for the consiruction
of a sewage treatment plant.

]

CARIOOR
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Unity walk
kicks up bay
clean-up

5,000 people join gov't drive to rehabilitate heavily
polluted water . ;

By Korinah Saromines

A solidarity walk participated in by at least 5,000 people and
led by Environment Secretary Roy Cimatu kicked off yesterday the
government’s rehabilitation of Manila Bay.

Simultaneous clean-up activities were held in Las Pifias, Parafiaque,
Navotas and the provinces of Cavite, Bulacan, Bataan and Pampanga.

The rehabilitation of the bay was ordered by President Rodrigo
Duterte and is expected to last well after his administration.

A water quality test conducted by the Department of the
Environment and Natural Resources (DENR) showed the presence of
fecal coliform bacteria at 330 million MPN (most probable number)
per 100 milliliters. X

An inspection by the DENR also found that several establishments
like hotels and restaurants, but also the government-run Manila
Zoo, had been dumping untreated sewage into creeks, rivers and
tributaries of the bay. ‘ - .

The DENR has given said establishmeénts three months to put up
wastewater treatment facilities. . -

The Manila Zoo had been ordered closed by Manila Mayor Joseph

‘Estrada until such {ime it has put up its own sewage treatment system.

.OWZj‘ o Uowy wilk Wik ... i
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‘Battie for Maniia Bay’ starts

By CORY '
- MARTINEZ " '
THE “Herculean Task”
of rehabilitating the Ma-
nila Bay dubbed as the
"Battle fur Manila Bay
has begun!™

The massive rehabilita-
tion started vesterday with a
solidarity wall led by De-
partineut ol Environment and
Natural Resoorces (DENR)
Secretary Ruv Cimatu from
the Quiring CGrandsiand v
Manila Baywalk in Roxas
Boulevard where the launch-
ing was heln,

Cimatu. whe alse
heads the Manila Bay In-
ter-Agency Task Force. was
joinetl by the 12 other gov-
ernment agencies which
ware ordered through a
mandamus issuad by the
Supreme Courl ten years
age. lo cleap-up and re-
habilitate Manila Bay.

Other agencies involved in
the rehabilitation include the
Departments of Inlerior and
Lucal Gavernment (DILG)
Public Works rnd Highways,

Tourisim, National Defense.
Information, Comimunication
and Technology: Philippine
Matienn] Police: Metro Ma-
nila Development Authority
{MIVIDA). Metropolitan Wa-
terwarks nml Seweroge Sys-
temn; Armed Forves of the Phil-
ippines (AFP) and Phifippine
Const. Guard. Also present
was National Security Advis-
er Hermogenes Esperon Jr.

Aside from the zaid guv-
ernment agencies. more
than 5000 participants
from different private sec-
tors and lvcal government
units joined the solidarity

“walk and the clens-up.

During the launching.
ihe different agencies and
hundreds of volunteers teok
an oalh of pledge of com-
wmitment expressing their
strong suppert net only on
the rehabilitation of Manila
Bay but as well as their
commitment o help proieet
the environmenl in general.

In their respective mes-
sagas, the heads of the dif-
ferent departments have

pledged to carry out their

marulated task in the reha-
bilitatien of the Munila Buy.

In his message, MMDA
Chairmar Dapilo Lim de-
scribed their mandate as
“Herculean Task.” admitting
that Lhey need io help the
DENR in the rehahilitation
of the bay.

He said the MMDA is
mandated to clean the es-
terus. “Naniniwala alo na
walang dahilan na hinei
tayo mogtatagumpay,” Lim
stressed.

DPWH Secretary Mark
Villar, on Lhe other hond,
=uid his departruent will be
providing trash schemer,
which is the first time to be
used in the history of the
Phitippines and allucaling
heavy equipment to be used
in the clean-up.

“I have full confidence
that we will succeed,” Vil-
lar added.

Meanwhile, DILG Sec-
retary Edunrdo Ario dis-
clesed that he already di-
rected all the barongay uf
ficials in the country to
clean-up their respective
jurisdiction and must re-
part to' the degartment. ev-

ery week what they have
done wilh their barangay.

“I will account fur their
activities and they will be
held accountable once they
faited to comply with their
mandate,” Afio stressed.

According to Adio. they
are again {acing another
haltle, that is the big chal-
lenge of rehabilitating the
bay, He disclosed that the
bay has experienced its
firsh battle 12! years ago
or on May 1, 1898 during
the Spanish war.

“But now we are facing
anather batile, and that is
tv save the Manila Bay,”
Afiu claimed.

For her part, Tourism
Secretary Bernadette Romu-
lo Puyat said her depart-
menl will be implementing
what they have implement-
ad during the rehabilitation
of Boracay.

“No compliance tn DILG
and DENR, no DOT accred-
itation,” said Puyat, vefer-
ring Lo those hotels and other
tourist deatinations who will
be found vivlating the envi-
ronmental laws.

Turn to Page 10

tiitation Project.

I his messuge. Cimata
said Lhat this “big chal-
lenge™ ig nod only a chal-
lenge to the government
pariicularly the DENR but
a “challenge to each and
every one of us, the great-
eal challenge of all.”

“We cannol aflord long
neglected mandamus order.
What we (il te do is to
clean-up the bay. Another
challenge is not only to
rehabilitate it but how to
suslain its clean state. We
ueed to bring thal euliure
of cleaning up. It is not a
lust canse, there is no doubt,
that we will win this hat-
tle.” Cimatu stressed.

He even thanked the one
who filed Lthe pelitton for

mandanius which became
Lhe hasis of the Supreme
Court o order the govern-
menl; agencies to clean and
rehabilitate the bay. In fact,
Simatu invited the petition-
er, Atly. Tony Oposa during
the Jaunching.

In his prepared slale-
menl, Oposa expressed his
gratitudes to the diflerent
government asgencies in-

cvolved in the rehabilitation

for taking the chalienge to
restore the beauty and
bounty of Manila Bay.
“Today, marks the be-
ginning of a new narrative
of huw we Filipinos have
finally awakened from the
addiction of abuse. Let it
be the new and happy sto-
ry of how we all got togeth-
er one morning -- shoulder-
Lo-shoulder in the spirit of

JBayaniban - fo take this

walk for strong, serious and
sustained aclion. This is
the new story of hope,”
Opusa added.

“Alter the launching of
the reliabilitation, Cimatu
together with other govern-
ntent efficials and the La-
guna Lake Development
Authority (LLDA) issued a
Cease and Desist Order
(CDO) against the legend-
ary regtaurant, Aristocrat
localed along Roxas Blvd.;
Gloria Maris Sharksfin res-
taurant located at the CCP
compound nand T. Espla-
nade, San Miguel By the
Bay. Pasay City.

LLDA General Manag-
er Jaime Medina said that
CDOs were issued against
these establishments for
lack of A sewage treatment,
plant (5TF), which is man-
dated under the Clean

Waler Act.
Medina explained that
the LLDA has cut immedi-

ately the water source of

these establishments so
that they cannut anymore
pollute the bay.

“Pinutalni na agad ang
water source nila para wala
nang chance makapag-pol-
lute. Wala nang discharge,”
Medina disclosed.

The LLDA general
manager, however, clarified
that Lhese cstablishments
can continue their opera-
tions but penalties will be
imposcd against them.

“The maximum penalty
per duy will be P200,000
and that the start of the
counting of Lhe days of
imposing penalty is during
the doy they received the
CDO,” eganid Medina, add-
ing that the penalty will

accmmulate unlil such™
timne they will correct their
vinlations.

Also, the LLDA issucd
yuslerday notice of viola-
tions (NOVs) against six
eatablishmenls which in-
clude the Aliw-in Hotel in
Pasay City: SM Corporale
Offices: two SM Prime Hold-
ings offices; SMDC Residenc-
ey Condominium, and Lola
Taha, Lala Poto, ofl loeai-
el in MOA Complex.

Medina explained that
these six establishments
need Lo attend o technical
cunlerence in LLDA to dis-
cuss Ltheir remedial mea-
sures so thal CDOs will
nut be iasued against them,

“IT they failed to imple-
moend remedial measures,
CHOs will be issued agaiust
them and they will he pe-
nalized,” Medina added,

Pheto by JON-JON REYES
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HUNDREDS of personnel from various government agencies as well as students participate in the
Iaunchmg of the Manila Bay rehabilitation program Sunday. (Ali Vicoy)

Manila Bay rehah kicks off

By ELLALYN RUIZ «
ERMA EDERA

The Manila Bay rehabilitation
project kicked off Sunday with si-
multaneous activities surrounding
the bay and its tributaries,

The rehabilitation, which Depart-
ment of Environment and Natural
Resources (DENR) Secretary Roy
Cimatu dubbed as the “Batte for
Manlila Bay,” brought together more
than 5,000 partidpants, mostly per-
sonriel from the DENR and 12 other
government agencles tasked by

the Supreme Court to cleanup and .

rehabilitate Manlla Bay in 2008.

The activity began with a soll-
darity walk from the Quirino
Grandstand to the baywalk area.
Cimatu led the pledge of com-
mitment by all stakeholders and
declared the start of the Manila
Bay rehabilitation.

As earller announced, Cimatu
served notices of violation or cease

and desist orders against three

establishments, namely Aristocrat
Restaurant on Roxas Boulevard,
Gloria Maris Restaurant at the
CCP Complex, and Esplanade (San
Miguel By The Bay) at the Mall of
Asla Complex.

These establishments “dis-

charge untreated water to esteros,
rivers and other tributaries that flow

into Manila Bay.” They were initially

found to be non-compliant with ef-
fluent standards under the Republic
Act 8275 or the Philippine Clean
Water Act of 2004 and may pay fines
of up to P200,000 per day.

The facilities for wastewater
discharge wili be closed following
the cease and desist order, not
necessarily the establishment
DENR said.

"We cannot afford to prolong
this cleanup activity because this
has long been neglected. Ang
pinakamahirap sa rehab ay ang
pag-sustain nito. Manila Bay is not
a lost cause,” Cimatu sald.

Cimatu sald the rehabllitation
does not only involve cleanup, but
also relocation of illegal settlers and
ensuring compliance by establish-
ments around Manila Bay to the
Philippine Ciean Water Act of 2004
and other environmental laws.

He said he will order informal set-
tlers living in waterways to leave and
ask them if they want to go home
to their provinces.

The rehabilitation launch on
Sunday was also highlighted by
simultaneous activities in areas sur-
rounding the Manila Bay.

In Metro Manila, volunteers con-
ducted tree-planting at the Marine
Tree. Park in Navotas City, while
"bakawan (mangrove) warriors” fed
the cleanup activities using trash
boats at the Las Pinas Paranaque
Critical Hablitat Ecotourism Area
(LPPCHEA),

Around 10 truckloads or 45.50 tons
of garbage were collected during the
start of Manila Bay rehabilitation, the
Metropolitan Manila Development
Authority (MMDA) sald.

in Central Luzon, the rehabilita-
tion was launched in the towns of
Obando, Mariveles and Guagua in
Bulacan, Bataan and Pampanga
provinces, respectively,

Meanwhile, in Region 4A, a silt
curtain was laid out around a bridge
along Manila-Cavite Expressway or
CAVITEX, and a deanup activity was
conducted at Talaba Dos In Bacoor,
Cavite.

DENR Undersecretary Sherwin
Rigor explained that the silt curtain
is enly a short-termn solution to the
contain the wastes spilled by estergs
or waterways into the Manila Bay.

One of the goals Is to reduce the
level of fecal coliform In Manila Bay
to befow 100 most probable number
{MPN) per 100 milliliters. (with a
report from Jel Santos)
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polluting Manila Bay

By Jhesset O. Enano
and Carmela Reyes-Estrope
@Team_Inquirer

The crackdown has begun.

Three restaurants Were
slapped with cease-and-desist
orders on Sunday after authori-
ties found that they were dump-
ing untreated wastewater into
Manila Bay.

Ordered to shut down their
water sources and wastewater
discharging facilities were Aris-
tocrat Restaurant on Roxas
Boulevard in Manila, Gleria
Maris Shark's Fin Restaurant at
the Cultural Center of the
Philippines complex in Manila,
and The Esplanade {San Miguel
by the Bay) at the Mall of Asia
complex in Pasay City.

The Laguna Lake Develop-
ment Authority {LLDA), along
with the Department of Envi-

. ronment and Natural Resources

(DENR), issued the orders as the
agencies officially began the
“Battle for Manila Bay,” a pro-
gram to rehabilitate the water
beody, which environmentalist
lawyer Tony Oposa has called
Metro Manila's “toilet bowl.”
The law creating the LLDA

places Manila and Pasay under

the agency's jurisdiction, along
with Quezon City and Caloocan.

A fourth establishment, E
'Universe Entertainment & KTV
Bar on F.B. Harrison Street, will
receive a similar order for failing
to comply with the Philippine
Clean Water Act and the Laguna
Lake Development Authority Act.

- Tanneries in Bulacan
_ In Bulacan, environment of-
ficials have closed 41 smelting
firms, tanneries, packaging

plants and fishponds in- the
province as part of the cam-
paign to clean up the bay..

NOTICE OF VIOLATION  Aristocrat Restaurant along Roxas
Boulevard is among the restaurants issued cease-and-desist
orders by environment autharities for poliuting the bay.

Lormelyn Claudio, director
of Environmental Management
Bureau in Central Luzon, said
the agency had served closure
notices on 13 establishments in
Obando and Marilac towns and
in the city of Meycauayan for
operating without an environ-
mental clearance certificate.

Six others in Pasay were is-
sued notices of violation by the
LLDA for water polution.

These include Aliw 1nn, Lola
Taba Lolo Pato sa Seaside and
geveral establishments under the
$M Group of Companies, such as
SM Investment Corp.-SM Corpo-
rate Offices, SM Prime Holdings
Inc.-SM Mall of Asia, SM Devel-
opment Corp.-Sea Residences
and SM Prime Holdings Inc.-SM
Ferry Terminal. '

Daily fine of P200,000 -

Aside from the closure of
their facilities, the three restau-
rants face a fine of up to
P200,000 daily, starting on the
day they received the cease-and-
desist orders, said LLDA General
Manager Jaime Medina.

Tests done on the wastewa-
ter of Aristocrat, Gloria Maris
and The Esplanade showed that
they had failed the standards
set for pH levels and presence of
suspended solids, oils and
grease, as well as fecal coliform.

The DENR aims to reduce the
fecal coliform level of the bay
from the current 330 million most
probable number (MPN) per 100
milliliters to a mare acceptable
770 MPN per 100 ml by yearend.

Medina said the restaurants
were previously issued notices
of violations but had failed to
comply with the standards. For

., 3restos face closure for
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CLEANUPBRIGADE Policemen join the massive cleanup along Roxas Boulevard as the
rehabilitation of the heavily polluted Manila Bay kicked off on Sunday. —PHOTOS BY MARIANNE BERMUDEZ

instance, Gloria Maris has been
found to be a violator of the
Clean Water Act since 2010.

The Esplanade was flagged

. after LLDA inspectors discov-

ered that some of its tenants had
bypassed the sewerage treat-
ment plant and directly dumped
their waste into Manila Bay.

While their operations were
not entirely stopped, Medina
said the orders might eventual-
ly lead to closure, depending on
their compliance,

“We immediately cut their
water source so they would not
have any more chances to pol-
lute Manila Bay,” he said.

The Inquirer asked Aristo-
crat chief operating officer
Tony Co for comment but he
said the restaurant would issue
a statement in due time.

Medina said inspections in
hotels, restaurants and other
businesses were still going on
and that similar orders and no-
tices would be issued in the
coming weeks.

In Pasay and Manila alone,
the teams had already found 120
establishments without sewer-
age treatment plants.

. The probe forms the first
phase of the government’s am-

‘bitious rehabilitation plan for

the bay famous for its sunset.
More than 230,000 informal
settler families living along estu-
aries and waterways that feed in-
to the bay will also be relocated.
On Sunday morning, heads
of agencies involved in the
Manila Bay Interagency Task
Force led by Environment Secre-
tary Roy Cimatu pledged to re-

habilitate the bay at the kickoff
of the "Battle for Manila Bay” on
Roxas Boulevard's baywalk.

" At least 5,000 prople joined
the “solidarity walk” at Quiirino
Grandstand, mostly (rom the 13
agencies ordered by the contin-
uing mandamus issued by the
Supreme Court in 2008 to clean
and protect the bay.

“We will be making another
history in Manila Bay,” Cimatu
said. “We will launch the
biggest battle of them all, not
against invaders, but against
environmental abuse.”

Simultaneous drives were al-
so conducted in the provinces of
Bulacan, Bataan, Pampanga and
Cavite, which share 1he bay with
the capital along with Paranaque,
Pasay, Navotas and Malabon.

INGQY
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DENR cracks down
hard on restaurants

polluting Manila Bay

BY EVAN ORIAS

THE wastewater-discharging facilides of two restaurants and an
establishment were ordered closed by the Department of Envi-
ronment and Natural Resources (DENR) yesterday for releasing
“pollutive wastewater” into the Manila Bay.
The DENR, through the Laguna Lake Development Auathority -
(LLDA), issued the cease and desist orders on Aristocrat Res-
taurant, Gloria Maris Shark’s Fin Restaurant, and The Esplanade |

DENR

chatge waste watet.

LLDA general manager Jaime
Medina said the owners of the
establishments might lose their
petmit to operate and environiment
compliance certificate if they wilt
not obey the law.

Yesterday, the DENR launched
the Manila Bay Rehabilitation
Program.

- San MJguel By The Bay.

The Esplanade - San Miguel By The Bay is a complex neat
Manila Bay that houses several restaurants. :
The issuance of the cease and desist ordets were part of the

Manila Bay clean up acvities.

In a letter-to The Esplanade, the Lagum Lake Development
Authority (LLDA) said dye- testmg activities were conducted
on January 16 and representatives of the DENR found a large
volume of murky wastewater flowing to the Manila Bay.

The establishments were still operating but they cannot dis-

Around 5,000 people, including -

employees of the PNP, Depart-
ment of Toutism, Department of
Interior and Local Government,
Department of Public Works and
Highways, and the Metropolitan
Manila Development Authority,
participated in the Solidarity Waik
along the Manila Bay, which started
at 8 a.m.

A clean-up of the bay was con-
ducted after the walk as part of

PR

rehabilitation efforts and reducton
of wastes in the Manila Bay.

The MMDA collected eight
truckloads ot 24 tons of garbage.

The agency said simultaneous
clean-up wete also held in prov-
inces near the Manila Bay like
Bulacan, Bataan, Nueva Ecija, and
Pampanga.

The DENR said it will allot P47
million for the clean-up drive and

the relocation of informal setders

who throw garbage directly to the
Manila Bay.

Last Jan. 9, President Duterte said
he would shut down restaurants and
hotels near the bay without proper
water treatment systems.

The MMDA collected 31 truck-
loads or 151.48 tons of garbage
from the Manila Bay from Now
23 to Jan. 19 to raise awareness
on cleanliness and environmental
conservation.
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BATTLE CASUALTIES. Adeanup program dubbed “Battle for Manifa Bay” has kicked off with DENR
Secretary Hoy Cimatu ordering three establishments near Manila bay—Aristacrat restaurant, Gloria Maris and
Esplanade—closed down for \nolatlng water disposal reguiatlons Norman Cruz

#Battle for Manila Bay: 2 famous restos padlocked -'

The Dcpartment of Environment and Natural
Resources, through the Laguna Lake Development
Authority, also issued a cease-and-desist order on 2

By Rio N. Araja

THE governmeni on Sunday closed down two

famous restaurants—the Aristocrat on Roxas
Boulevard and Gloria Maris near the Folk Arts
Theater--for dumping wastewater into Mamla
Bay on the first day of a massive five-year
clean-up of the country’s most polluted body
of water.

feqt

waste water treatment facility of The Esplanade in
Pasay City for the same violation.

Notices of violation were also issued o commer-
cial establishments such. as the Prime Holdings, Sea
Residences, Lolo Taba and Lola Pato Restaurant,
and Aliw 1. Next page

\#wtmhx Munile 064 ...
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The rchabilitation effort—dubbed -

The Battle for Manila Bay--began with
more than 5,000 employees from 13
government agencies and volunteers to
clean up the bay.

Environment Secretary Roy Cimatu
led other Cabinet secretaries in a unity
walk from the Quirino Grandstand to
the Baywalk area.

Those who joined the solidarity walk
were Interior and Local Government

Secretary Eduardo Afio, Public Works

and Highways Secretary Mark Villar,
Philippine National Police chief Oscar
Albayalde, Mctropolitan Manila De-
velopment Authority chairman Danilo
_.Lim, Defense Sccretary Delfin Lorenza-
n4, Ervironment Undersecretary Benny
Antiporda and Presidential Commission
on Urban Poor chairman Alvin Felicia-
no.

‘In Bacoor, Cavite, thousands of local
government officials, cmployces and
. volunteers joined in the cleanup drive.

At°7 a.m., Cavite Gov. Jesus Crispin
Remulla and Mayor Lani-Mercado Re-
villa led the launchiilg at the Barangay
Zapotc V -multi-purpdge plaza and ral-
lied Cavitefios to clean up the heavily-
polluted Zapote River, the riverbanks of
which are home to hundrcds of squat-
ters. . R

“These arc our co]leclwc ef’forts and
our commitment togcthcr with 23 cities
and town mayors and bartingays liere

——— —

Py -

T

— . —
e L rfan NANTICA
r SOy sy
L .
fwen

28 98N 2019

DULI{LERT]

DAIEC

CARID

“in Gavite 6 bring! back:the beauty. of

Manila Bay (hrough the he]p of -every

Cav:tcﬁo * Remulla: sald

Rcvilla said Ba000r City supports the
program of President Rodrigo Duterte
and the DENR for weekly cleanups, and
said the city has already begun the re-
location of thousands of families living
in danger zones in coastal barangays,
some of whom lived in houses on stilts
on the river. '

“From. these clean-up operations, we
niced to record how many tons of garbage
that we have collected in our respective
arcas and this would be until December
this year,” said Eloisa Rozul, Department
of the Interior and Local Government
officer-in-charge for Cavite.

In Gencral Trias City, Mayor Anlo-
nio Ferrer, together with City Environ-
mental and Natural Resources Office

(CENROQ) personnel and 33 village’

chiefs, participated in cleanup activitics
along the llang-Ilang River and the Rio
Grande River in Barangay Manggahan-
San Francisco arca and the Tanza Riv-
cr i Barangays San Juan 1 and 2 and
Tejero. .

Noveleta town Jocal officials, em-

ployees and volunteers showed up for

the clean-up drive id’ the Jiang-llang
River and the shorclines in Barangays
San Rafael 11 and San Rafacl 1V, as
carly as 6 a.m, ’

Cav1te Police Provincial Dircctor Se-
'nior’ Supt: 'Williari Segiin.also, led hun-
dreds of police personnel who Jare de-
ployed in the scven cities and 16 towns
to parhc:pate m lhc cleanup campmgn

Cavite Provincial Environmental and
Natural Resources Office personnel and
members of the Burcau of Jail Man-
agement and Penology, Burcau of Fire
Protection and 74 village officials and
residents also joined the Manila Bay
cleanup effort.

The event was held in compliance
with the Cimatu’s order to intensify the
information and awarcness campaign,
and to enforce the law on waste man-
agement,

Buhay party-list Rep. Lito Aticnza,
however, said the Battle for Manila Bay
is lost as long as Metro Manila continues
to use the bay as a gigantic septic tank.

“Up to now, everybody is in dcnial
of the fact that pretty much all of Metro
Manila’s raw and untreated domestic
waslewater, mainly fecal sewage, still
gets flushed down the tmlct that is Ma-
nila Bay,” he said.-

The official findings from the joint
inspection with LLIDA last January 16,
2019 is an isolated case involving only
one of our tenants, the SM Group said
ina stalement.

The matter was immediately correct-
ed and wé are now compliant, it said.
“We will immedialcly meet with the
ELD and discuss the corrective mea-

" sures already unplcmented

On the other notices of violation
served, we 'will comply within the 5 day
grace period given to respond with the
corrective actions already taken,

The SM group is in full support of the
Manila Bay Rehabilitation program, the

- statement read.. thh PNA

e A m———— e - f e ————
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3 establishments
shuttered in
Manila Bay
cleanup drive

THE DEPARTMENT of Environment and
Natural Resources (DENR), through its La-
guna Lake Development Authority (LLDA),
issued cease and desist orders to three com-
panies and notices of violations to six estab-
lishments in the area of the Manila Bay after
they were found non-compliant with envi-
ronmental regulations,

The orders were issued during the DENR’s
Manila Bay clean-up drive ¢n Sunday, which
the agency calls the Battle for Manila Bay.

The companies issued cease and desist .

orders on Aristocrat and Gloria Maris Shark’s
Fin restaurants along Roxas Boulevard and
The Esplanade (San Miguel by the Bay),
for generating “pollutive wastewater.” The
DENR said it has cut the water sources of

.these establishments.

The three establishments were also each
fined P200,000.

On the other hand, notices of violations !

(NoVs) were issued to Aliw Inn, SM Corpo-
rate Offices, SM Prime Holdings-SM Mall of
Asia, Lola Taba.& Lolo Pato Seaside Paluto,
SM Prime Holding-SM Ferry Terminal, and
SMDC Sea Residences.

The establishients need to have a proper
sewage treatment plants (STPs). .

“"Pgg NoV, meaning, pinapatawag sila at
ini-inform sila na may violation at pupunta
sila for a technical conference. Idi-discuss
nila kung paano nila iko-correct. Pero pay
bumagsak sa water pollution, immediately,
mag-pe-penalty na sila. Ang range n’yan
maximum P200,000 per day” LLDA Gen-
eral Manager Jaime C, Medina said in a press
briefing in Pasay on Sunday. (With NoV, they
are informed t]lmt there is aviolation and they
are called to a technical conference, They will
discuss how to correct [these violations]. But
if the pollution goes direct to the water, they .
are penalized. IThe range is P200,000 per day
maximuni).

" Mr. Medinla explained that a cease and
desist order nieans the establishments have
long failed to comply while those issued no-
tices of v1olat10ns are notified for the first
time.

For his part, Environment Sectetary Roy
A. Cimatu said, “What we failed to clean up
in the past should be dealt with accordingly
today and that we will sustain in the future”

The drive was joined by the Department of
Interior and Local Government, Department
of Tourism, Metro Manila Development
Authority, members of the academe, non-
government organizations (NGOs) and other
volunteers. — Reicelene Joy N. Ignacio

i
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POLLUTERS ORDERED TO PAY P200K FINE DAILY
Popular restos, bars and condo
near Manila Bay ordered ‘closet

By Cary Martinez

SEVERAL popular restaurants on Roxas Boulevard
including the Esplanade and a strip of resto-bars near
the Mall of Asia {MOA) in Pasay City were identified
as primary pofluters and ordered “closed” as the
“Battle for Manila Bay” began yesterday in a bid to
restore to pristine condition the famous body of
waler. - ’ -

The massive rehabilitation started with a solidarity
walkled by Environmentand Natural Resources Secre-
tary RorCimal-ufrom the Quirino Grandstahd toManila
Baywalk in Roxas Boulevard where the launching was
held. I _

Cimatu together with other governmentofficialsand
the Laguna Lake Development.Authority (LLDA) is-
sued a cease and desist order against the legendary
restaurant Aristocrat located in Malate, Roxas Blvd.;

Gloria Maris Sharksfin restaurrant located at the CCP-
compound, the Esplanade, and the San Miguel By the -
Bay, a one-kilometer strip of cozy bars and restaurants ~

alog{tﬁ the stretch of Manila Bay in Pasar City.
e LLDA alsoissued a Notice of Viclations (NOVs}
against the Aliw-in Hotel in Pasay City; two SM Prime
Holdings offices; SMDC Residences Condominium, and
Lola Taba, Lola Pato restaurant, all located in MOA
complex. .
LLDA General Manager Jaime Medina said the sus-
nsionorders wereissued against these establishments
or lack of a sewage treatment plant (STP), which is
mandated under the Clean Water Act.

Medina said the LLDA has cut immediately the

water sourceof these establishents so that they cannot
anymore pollute thebay. . -

“Pinutol na agad ang water dource nila dpara- wala
i

scharge,”

1w added. . . .
However, he clarified that these establishments can

continue their operatidns but penalties will beimposed
against them. '

na:g chance makapag-pollute, Wala ng
Medir -

"The maximum penalty perday will be P200,000and
that the start of the counting of the days of imposin
K;nalty is diiring the day they received the CDO," sai

edina, adding that the penalm would accumulate
until such time they will correct their violations.

The establishments with NOVs need to attend a
technical conference in LLDA to discuss their remedial
measures so that CDOs will not be issued against them. |
“If they failed to implement remedial measures, CDOs
willbeissued against them and they will be penalized,”
Medina added. - o

.. Cimatu, who heads the Manila Bay Inter-Agency
Task Porce wasjoined by 12 other govermniment agencies
which were ordered by the Supreme Court through a

.mandamus it issued 10 years ago, to clean-up and

" rehablititate Manila Bay.

Cimatu.gaid this "big challenge™ is not only a chal-
lenge to the government particularly the DENR but a
"clmlllengetoeach and every oneof us, the greatchallenge
of all.” : ’

- "We cannotafford long neglected mandamus order.
,What we fail is to clean-up the bay. Another challenge
“15 not only to rehabilitate it but how to sustain its clean
.state. We need to bring that culture of cleaning up. Itis
notalostcause, thereisnodoubt that we will thisbattle,”
Cimatu stressed. . i

Otheragenciesinvolved in the rehabilitation include
the departments of Interior and Local Government.
(DILG), Public Works and Highways, Tourism, Nation-
al Defense, Information, Communicationand Technol-
ogy; Philippine National Police; Metropolitan Manila,
Development Authority (MMDA) Metropolitan Water-
works and Sewerage System; Armed Forces of the
Philippines {AFP) and Philippine Coast Guard. Also

resent was National Security Adviser Hermogenes -
Esperon Jr. .

Aside from these government agencies, more than-
5,000 -participants from different private sectors and
local government unitsjoined thesolidarity walkand the
clean-up. :
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Over 10 trnckloads- of trash collected
as ‘Battle for Manila Bay’ beglns

By’ ELLALYN DE VERA-RUIZ, ERMA R. F.DIERA ANALOU DE VERA, and JEL SANTOS ™ Bay”
) The Metmpohtan Manila Develop-
Over 10 truckloads of garbage were  dubbed by Department of Environment — ment Autherity (MMDA) said 45.59 tons
collected during the kick-off yesterday -and Natural Resources (DENR) Secre-  or 11 truckloads of garbage were
of the Manila Bay Rehabilitation project  tary Roy Cimatu asthe “Battle forManila  collected by participants to the >4

SAVING THE BAY

= Hundreds joined a
solidarity walk along

) Roxas Blvd. Sunday In
| support of the Manila Bay
Rehablitation Project.
The parade was led by
Metropolitan Manlla
Development Authority
Chairman Danilo Lim,
National Security
Adviser Hermogenes
Esperon Jr. , Puhblic
Works and Highways
Secretary Mark Villar,
Environment and Natural
Resources Secretary

Roy Cimatu, Tourlsm
Secretary Bernadette
Puyat, Interlor and Local
Government Secretary
Eduarde Ano, and
Defense Secretary Delfin
Lorenzana. (All Vicoy)
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Over 10 truckloads... o

clean up drive.

The rehabilitation brought together
more than 5,000 participants, mostly
personnel from the DENR and 12 other
government agencies tasked by the Su-
preme Court to clean up and rehabilitate
Manila Bay in 2008,

The activity began with a solidarity

walk from the Quirino Grandstand to
the baywalk area. Cimatu led the pledge

of commitment by all stakeholders and

declared the start of the Manila Bay
rehabilitation.

Cimatu said that he was deeply im-
pressed with the number of people who
joined the walk

“This is one battle that will be won

not with force or arms, but with the firm -

resolve to bring Manila Bay back to his
life With commitment and determination
of every Filipino to do his share in this
rehabilitation effort, we have already
won the battle for the Manila Bay,” he
said. '

Simultaneous cleanup activities
were also held in Pampanga, Bataan,
Navotas, Las Pifias, Cavite and Bulacan,
which have estuaries that flow into the
capital's bay.

Cimatu was joined by Tourism
Secretary Bernadette Romulo Puyat,
Public Works Secretary Mark Villar; Act-

ing Information and Communications .

Technology Secretary Eliseo Rio Jr, and
MMDA Chairman Danilo Lim.

The Laguna Lake Development
Authority (LLDA) alse handed out
cease-and-desist orders to at least three
establishments - Aristocrat Restaurant

on Roxas Boulevard, Gloria Maris

Restaurant at the CCP Complex, and
Esplanade (San Miguel By The Bay} due
to environmental violations.

LLDA General Manager Jaime

Medina said that these establishments
“discharge untreated water to esteros,
rivers, and other tributaries that flow

5
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into Manila Bay.”

Medina said that these establish-
ments can still operate but they will
have no water source and they cannot
discharge wastewater. The facilities for
wastewater discharge will be closed,
not necessarily the establlshment he
added.

The DENR issued notices of viola-
tions against several establishments
which it found to be non-compliant with
effluent standards under Republic Act
9275 or the Philippine Clean Water Act.
of 2004 and may pay ﬁnes up to 200,000
per day. .

“We cannot afford to prolong this
cleanup activity because this has long
been neglected. Ang pinakamahirap sa
rehab ay ang pag-sustain nito. Manila
Bay is'not a lost cause,” Cimatu said.

" He also said that he will order infor-
mal settlers living in waterways to leave
and ask them if they wanl: to go home to
their provitices.

The DENR earller said that at
least P47 billion will be allotted for the
cleanup.

Department of the Interior and Local
Government Secretary Eduardo Afio
said that it took 10 years for the govern-
ment agencies to finally rehabilitate the
Manila Bay after the Supreme Court
issued a mandamus to clean up and
save the bay

The rehabilitation effort, dubbed as
the "Battle for Manila Bay," reinforces a
Supreme Court continuing mandamus,
-which directs 13 government agencies

.and local governments to rehab:htate
the bay.
Boracay model ,

Tourism Secretary Bernadette
Romulo-Puyat said that they will be
following the cleanup efforts in Bora-
cay Island for the rehabilitation of the
Manila Bay, ‘

"Today, we are here to cleanup and

rehabilitate Manila Bay and restore it
to its former glory as a historic water
landmark,” Romulo-Puyat said.

"The DOT will work on the following
successful Boracay medel or policy of
no compliance to DILG {(Department
of Interior and Local Government) and
DENR (Department of Environment and
Natural Resources), no DOT accredita-
tion thus, no opening for business," said
Puyat.

"Together we will make Manila bay a
revered and inclusive tourism destina-
tion once again, a spot where you can
view the best, most breathtaking sunset
while relaxing on a clean sea breeze, and
aplace that can benefit from an influx of
tourists to hecome a source of livelihood
for nearby communities," she said.

‘Final Battle'

Interior Secretary Ano said that
they will monitor all establishments
surrounding the bay if they. follow envi-
ronmental faws.”

“I would also like to remind estab-
lishments in Manila Bay to diligently do
your corporate social responsibility and
help address the worsening problem of
the bay, Revisit your waste management
protocols and institute reforms if neces-
sary,” he added.

"Tunderstarid now why the President
ordered us to fix Boracay because that
is the prelude to the final battle which is
to save Manila bay,” he said.

A contingent of sotne 700 soldiers,
airmen, sailors, and marines including
trucks and engineering equipment led by
Armed Forces of the Philippines (AFP)
Chief of Staff General Benjamin Madri-
gal Jr. participated in the Manila Bayani-
han Para Sa Kalinisan kick off ceremony
on Sunday as part of its commitment
towards environmental security.

. Gigantic septic tank

BUHAY Party-List Rep. Lito Atienza
is calling for appropriate action from
water utilities Manila Water Co, In¢. and
Maynilad Water Services Inc. even as he
called the famous Manila Bay a "gigantic

[

septic tank."

According to him, the "Battle for
Manila Bay" is lost unless the two water
concessionaires are compelled to ad-
dress the matter,

“If the administration is really deter-
mined to clean up and renew the bay once
and for all, then Malacafiang should move

to compel the two private water conces-
sionaires in Metro Manila to deliver the
sewage treatment facilities that they were
supposed to build and operate a long time
ago,” said Atienza, who is also a former
Secretary of Environment and Natural
Resources. (With reports from Ellson
Quismorio and Francis T Wakefield)

, |
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*' Govt may shutter more
anila Bay establishments

BY JONATHAN L. MaYuGa ¥ @jonlmayuga
& JoveE MARIE N. DeLa CRUZ W @joveemarie

HE government said it will close

more shops and restaurants .

discharging untreated wastewater
into Manila Bay following the launch -
of an ambitious program to prevent its

further degradation

n Sunday.

An interagency task force,
led by the Department of Envi-
ronment and Natural Resources
(DENR), began the operation to
save Manila by shutting down

three erring establishments.

Environment Secretary Roy A.
Cimatu and Laguna Lake Develop-
ment Authority (LLDA) General

Manager JaimglC. Medina issued .
cease-and-desii cordersto Aristocrat
Restaurant, Gloria Maris Shark's’

Fin Restaurant at the Philippine In-
ternational Convention Center and
Esplanade at the San Miguel By the
Bay food plaza in Pasay City.

Theseestablishmentswerefound .

to have violated the Clean Water

Act and the Ecological Solid Waste -

Management Act. . ,

To ensure that these es‘::ablish- ‘

ments will stop operating, Medina
said their water service was cut off.
“Thisisthefirststep;to immediately
cut their water source, Earlier, we
cut their water service so they will
no longer have thé chance to pollute
Manila Bay.” - '

In the last two weeks, he said,
the LLDA created special teams

to conduct inspections in estab-

lishiments covered by its andate
and jurisdiction. o

“So far, we have inspected 43 es-
tablishments and 35 percent were
found tobe compliant. Fifteenhotels
have STPs[sewage treatment plants],
while seven other establishments
arenoncompliant. Twenty-one other
establishments are undergoing veri-

fication,” Medina said.

He said the LLDA has inspect-
ed and assessed a total of 285
establishments, of which about
42 percent have no wastewater-
treatment facilities. .

“This means that in the next few

weeks, expect us to issue notices of -

violations,” he said.
Medina said six other companies

opérating alonig ot near Manila Bay -
will b¢ issued Notices of Violation.
These are the SM Corporate Offices
in the Mall of Asia (MOA) Complex, |

Aliw Inn Pasay, SM Prime Holdings
" Inc. in Pasay City, SM Development -
Corp.-Sea Residences in the MOA !

Complex, Lola Taba Lolo Pato sa Sea-
side commercial spaces in Diosdado

. Macapagal Boulevard, and the SM.

Perry Terminal of SM Prime Hold-
ings Inc. in MOA,

‘Sewage treatment - |
HOUSE Deputy Minority Leader -

Jose Atienza Jr, on Sunday urged
President Duterte to use his execu-
‘tive powers to compel Manila Water
Co.Inc.and Maynilad Water Services
Inc. to provide adequate sewage-
treatment plants. S

‘Atienza said Manila Water and

‘Maynilad are supposed to collect

and then decontaminate Metro Ma-
nila’s raw sewage.

“Up to now, everybody is in de-
nial of the fact that pretty much all
of Metro Manila’s rawand untreated
domestic wastewater, mainly fecal
sewage, still gets flushed down the
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ENVIRONMENT Secretary Roy A. (Imatu and nther government ufﬂclals jolned thnusands of partlclpants ani \rnlunteers during the Sohdarlty walk
along Roxas Boulevard to kick off the rehabilitation of Manifa'Bay on Sunday. Cimatu was joined by Tourism Secretary Bernadette Romitlo Puyat,
Public Works Secretary Mark A. Villar, Acting Information and Communications Technology Secretary Eliseo Rio Jr., Metropolitan Mantia Development
Authority Chairman Danilo Lim, National Security Adviser Herpngenes Espercn Jr. and Defense Secratary Delfin Lorenzana. NONE REYES

toilet that is Manila Bay,” Atienza,
‘former three-term mayor of Mamla,
said in a statement.
“If the administration is really
"determined to clean up and renew
thebay onceandforall, thenMalaca-
fiang should move to compel the
two prlvate water concessionairesin
Metro Manila to deliver the sewage-
treatmeént facilities that they were
supposed tobuildand operatea long
time ago,” Atienza said. i *,
Sewagetreatment is the'process
of filteringand purifyingmunicipal
wastewater generated by house-
holds plus commercial and indus-
trial establishments.
It involves the use of physical,
chemical and biological processes

to remobve contaminants so that
the treated water or effluent can be
safely récycled or released backinto
the env1ronment

“But the problem is, after rakmg
in bllh!ms of pesos in sanitation
fees from water consurmers over the

years, Hoth firms have managed to"

putupcnlysmallsewage -treatment
‘Plants,/mainly for show—so they

can make it appear they are com-

plaint,’| Atienza said.

During his term as DENR ch1ef
Atienza caused the issuance of a
continuing mandamus by the Su-
preme Court ordering the govern-
ment, 4ll local government units
(LGUs), the private sector and the
two water concessionaires to cIean

Manila Bayand reviveit toits ori gl—
nal pristine condition. - .

~-Atienza said Manila Bay, desp1te
the continuing mandamus, has re-
mained agiant dep051tory of house-
hold waste: -

Solldanty walk
DUBBED the Battle for ManilaBay,
around 5,000 officialsand employ-
ees of various agencies and LGUs
tookpartinaSolidarity Walk from
the Quirino, Grandstand to Bay
Walk along Roxas Boulevard near
corner Raja Sulayman Avenue.
TheBattle for ManilaBay, aterm

_coined from the historic.'Battle of

Manila Bay” is likened to the gov-

ernment launching an epic battle



Deparinient of Enviropment and Matural Resonrees

STRATEGIC COMMUMICATION [MITIATIVES SERVICE

0

i okt ol binew

A-?

|
| /E | | | I E!)Ill‘)r(lll\l C[I\I'IIOOI

NPPER PAGE 1 BANMER
STORY s1ony

Mirror ~ -

T 2B UANTI0I

-

_— - = -

P—7

l

to save Manila Bay. .

- Cleaning up Manila Bay will re-
quire a budget of P47 billion and
will run for seven years. The reha-
bilitation will affect establishments
alonga190-kilometer coastline from
Caviteto Bataan;atotal of 128 LGUs
in eight provinces in Regions 3, 44
and the National Capital Region.

Aside from the DENR, officials
andemployeesof the so-called “man-
damus agencies” named as respon-
dents in the 10-year old Supreme
Courtcontinuingmandamustoclean
up the historical water body, took
part in the event.

The other mandamus agencies
are the Departments of Agricul-
ture, Public Works and Highways,
the InteriorandLocalGovernmeﬁt,
Education, Health, and Budgetand
Management, the Metropolitan
Waterworksand Sewerage System,
Local Water Utilities Administra-
tibl_l,,;Meggppli‘_t@gﬂl'\ﬂgnila Devel-
opment Authority, Philippine Coast

. Guard, Philippine National Police-

Maritime Group and the Philippine
Ports Authority.

Alsojoining the eventare officials
and employees of non-mandamus
agencies, namely, the Department
of Tourism, Department of Informa-
tion and Communications Technol-
ogy, Armed Forces of the Philippines
(AFP)and the Presidential Commis-
sion for the Urban Poorled by Chair-
man Alvih Feliciano. .

During a brief program, Philip-
pine National Police Director Os-
car Albayalde, former AFP Chief of
Staff- now-National Security Ad-
viser Hermogenes Esperon Jr., and
Defense Secretary Delfin Lorenzana
issued statements affirming their
support to the program, ‘

‘I am committing the entire
192,000persom|1elofthe PNPtohelp

" save Manila BayL" Albayalde said.

Public Works Secretary Mark
A. Villar said he will prioritize
allocating budget for heavy equip-
ment to help clean up waterways,
esteros, and rivers thatlead out to

Manila Bay. :

shu for  avre  Mowlo Bay o5 falk ments
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esto-bars in San Miguel By The Bay are aong the
Identifled polluters of Manila Bay.

During the launching, different agencies and hun-

dreds of volunteers tock ancath of commitment ex-
pressing their strong supportnotonly on the rehabilita-
tion of Manila Bay but as well as their commitment to
help protect the environment in general. o
MMDA Chairman Danilo Lim described their man-

date as "Hercuelan Task” admitting that they need to

help the DENR in the rehabilitation of the bay.
He said the MMDA is mandated to clean the esteros

. which he assured that they will not bé rernissed in their

mandate, ‘

. DPWH Secretary Mark Villar, on the other hand, said
his department would provide trash schemer, which s
the first ime in history will be use and allocate heavy
equipment during the clean-up. :

Meanwhite, Tourism Secrefary Bernadette Romulo
Puyat said her department will not grant DoT accred-
itation to hotels and other tourist destination.establish-
ments on Manila Bay if they would notcomply with the
DILG and DENR regulations.

"No comipliance to DILG and DENR, no DoT accred-

itation," said Puyat, referring to those hotels and other.

tourist destinations which will be found violatirig the
environmentallaws. - . .

CAVITE JOINS MANILA BAY REHAB PROGRAM
LOCAL government units in Cavite also joined the
“Battle for Manila Bay” with thousandsof volunteers

'and government workers trooping to Manila Baywalk

in Roxas Boulevard.

The participants led by Cavite Govethor Boying
Remulla and Bacoor City Mayor Lani Mercato-Revilla
gathered at Zapote V multi purpose hall.

"Ang papel pong Lungsod ng Bacoor is to support
the program of the President Rodrigo Duterte and
DENR, the weekly clean up in respective city. Al-
‘though here in Bacoor, we are initiating cleariup drive,
since I assume office as city mayor here, we also
patticipate in yearly International Coastal Clean Up

Drive,” said Mayor Lani Mercado-Revillain an inter-

View. .

Thereare 10coastal villages that wereincluded inthe
relocationprogram. ' :

Part of Zapote, Talaba, Maliksi, Kaingen, Digman,
Tabing Dagat, Alima, Sinenguelasan and Mabo%o res-

“idents with estimated 10,000 families, aside from

informal settlers living along the shoreline and river

7 JAN ZU10

banks need to be relocat-
ed in Naic town.

In General Trias City,
M?Kor Antonio Ferrer to~
gether with City Environ-
mental and Natural Re-
sources {CENRO) and 33
village chiefs also joined
theclean up driveinIlang-
lang River, Rio Grande
River in Barangay Mang-
gahan-San Francisco area
and Tanza RiverinBaran-
gay San Juan 1 and 2 and
Tejero.

Tons.of %arbage were
hauiled by volunteersinthe
waterways, rivers and
shores of Bacoor, accord-
ingtoBacoor CENRORol-
ly Bocalan.

With Dennis Abvina
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- Arecord worth setting

ILIPINOS are fond of setting world records. Some-

times, these efforts are commercially supported—

such as the 2013 event in which 2,000 mothers set
the world record for hand-washing a piece of fabric simul-

tancously, or the 2007 campaign that saw 41,038 grade
school students across the country break the world record

for the most number of people brushing their teeth simulta-

neously in different venues.

In the same year as all that
tooth brushing, the Department of
Social Welfare and Development
and its partners helped 15,128
mothers set the record for the most
number of women breastfeeding
simultaneously at multiple venues.,

Except for the odd individual
effort—such as the woman who
could move the most number of
coffee beans with chopsticks in
one minute (that was 38 beans),

or the woman who took 260 blood

tests in 24 hours—most of these
record-breaking activities required
organizing a large number of
people to achieve a specific goal.
Most recently, for example, the
province of Isabela was recognized
by the Guinness World Records for
gathering and- choreographing the
most number of people—2,495 to
be exact—dressed as scarecrows in
one place for its yearly Bambanti
Festival. C
As worthy as such promotional
activities are, we certainly should
be .able to apply the same kind of
unity-of purpose and zeal toward

setting an even more significant.
and meaningful world record

‘Saturday.

|

/One that immediately springs
to mind is the pgovernment’s
ambitious P47-billion program
to clean up Manila -Bay, which
officially kicked off Sunday, Jan.
27. . : ,

Over the decades, domestic
sewage, toxic industrial effluents
and waste from factories and
shipping have turned the once-
beautiful bay into the most polluted
body of water in the country today.

The magnitude of the clean-up
is daunting. . -

The catchment area of the
bay is 1.7 million hectares—the

size of 26 Singapores or 1,700

Boracays—and  the  cleanup
involves not only Metro Manila
but also the provinces of Cavite,

Bulacan and Bataan.

In the multi-agency effort,
the Department of Interior and
Local Government is off to a

' promising,! start, with orders to all

local government units (LGUs) to
organize teams of volunteers to
clean up coastal areas of Manila
Bay and its inland tributaries every

Significantly, the departlﬁent

has set quantitative requirements:
all local government units {LGUs)
must submit post-activity reports
to the DILG and the Department
of Environment and Natural
Resources after every cleanup

'gession.

The reports must inciude the
volume of collected waste in
kilograms, barangays covered,

the length of the cleared areas in

meters, a list of participants, photo
documentation and the means for
disposing of the collected garbage.
Interior and Local Government
Secretary Eduardo Afio correctly
observes that the collective effort
and commitment of the LGUs and
barangays will spell the difference .
between failure and success.
Perhaps as we pursue the
massive undertaking, we can draw
inspiration from the dramatic
removal of . 20 million kilos
of waste in Versova beach in

. Mumbai, India.

There, a lawyer for the Bombay
High Court decided to launch
a clean-up operation in 2015

_ with the help of a neighbor. As

the months went on, the. pair
were joined by more than 1,000

" volunteers including workers from

local companies, school children

‘and Bollywood stars, who joined
" the beach cleanup every weekend.

More than three years later, the
UN Environment Program has
recognized it one of thé world’s
largest beach clean-ups in history.
~ Now that’s the kind of

———— — s e

world record worth setting.
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Manila Bay gehuine rehab OK, but

ENVIRONMENT Secretary Roy

Cimatu and his officials should
clarify apprehensions among
many Filipinos that the launching
of the Manila Bay clean up yester-
day is not in preparation for the
planned reclamation of the bay
that will destroy the marine life,
other resources, the overall envi-
ronmental condition. of the bay,
affect the livelihood of fisherfolk
and the rest of the communities
not only those near the bay.
Reclamation will defeat the pur-

pose of the rehabilitation. Reports

said that at least more than a hun-
dred hectares of the bay area willbe
filled up with earth, gravel, and
cement to turn these into land, but

this would coincide with the sup- .

posed rehabilitation of what used
to be the premiere bay in Asia. .

“"May mganagalitnangang mga
maralitang taga-lunsod o kung
tawagin nila ay informal settlers na
nakatira sa tabi ng bay na pinaalis.
“Yon pala ay magsesemento na-

man ng mga ekta-ektaryang sukat
ng dagat na gagawing commercial
establishments. Dapat ay ilipat nila
ang mga maralitang taga-lunsod sa
isang maayos na komunidad na
may hanapbuhay sila. Hindi nila
ginustong, maging mahirap.” sabi
ng isang taga Tundo. -

“Kung may. reclamation, may
ibang intensyon at hindi ‘yan ayon
sa rehabilitasyon ng dagat ng May-
nila. At ang infensyon na ‘yan ay

para sa malalaking negosyo,” pa-’

hayag ng isang mangingisda.
Lilinisin arig Manila Bay, pagka-

BANGON KALIKASAN

ran ay tatambakan ng lupa at se-
mento ang dagat para saan?

Para ba ito sa mga malalaking .

pasugalan ng mga kapitalista mula
sa ibang bansa?

Para ba ito sa isang bagong lun-
sod o bayan na itatatag?

Para ba ito maging mall, hotel,
condo, resto, malalaking grocery .

at iba pa?.

Mahigit sa isandaang ektarya’
‘umanc ang pinagkasunduan ng-

mga Lunsod ng Maynila at Pasay

upang magtatag ng malawak na .

multi-purpose complex na popon-
dohan ng mga malalaking nego-
syo lokal at dayuhan.

Sinasabi nga, kapag maraming,
tao, marami ring basura,

Tiyak na dadamiang mgadayu-
han at lokal na turista na ang mak-

ikinabang ay ibang bansa lamang.-

Atangisang pinakatiyak, lalong
dudumi ang Manila Bay!

Kahit na ang inilunsad ngafron
na Manila Bay clean-up ay:kailan-
gan pasanang isang masusi ngunit
mabilis na public consultationbago

NOT reclamation

inilunsad ang rehabilitasyon.
May public consultation ba ang

. planong reclamation?

Malilinis na ba ang dagat kung
may mga tambakan ng basura:

"mismo sa tabi ng dagat?

Malilinis ba ang Manila Bay kung
mismong si Secretary Cimatu ay
muntik nang mapatid sa mga ba-
surang kanyang ininspeksyon
noong isang taon sa isang tamba-
kan ng basura sa Lunsod ng May-
nila na katabing-katabi ng Manila
Bay?

" Harinawang maging totoo ang
aktibidad na ito. Huwag sanang

-tumingin lang sa Manila Zoo, sa

mga hotel, sa mga informal set-
tlers, kundi sa mismong pinagmu-
mulan ng mga basurang kasinlaki

- na ng Manila Bay at ito ay ang

malalaking tambakan ng basura sa
tabi mismo ng dagat.

Maniniwala akong tapatang ka-
mpanyang ito kung ang mga tam-
bakan ng basura sa tabi ng dagatay
ipasasara ng Department of Envi-
ronment ang Natural Resources
{DENR}), Departmentof Interiorand
Local Government {DILG), at mag-
ing ng Department of Tourism
(DOT).

Ipasara at patawan ng parusa sa
paglabag sa RA 9003 ang mga tam-

‘bakan ng basura na ang malaking

bahagi ng basura sa Manila Bay ay
dito nanggagaling.

The Manila Bay clean-up will go
to naught if these basic violations
will be ignored---especially if the
planned reclamation will proceed.
# (bangonkalikasan@yahoo.com)
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Business as usual for Maniia
Zoo workers, management
Operations remain normal at
Manila Zoo despite its closure
for an indefinite period of time
to give way to the installation of
sewage facilities. “The animals
will remain indoors, Jt's going' -
to be the same routine [and) the
keepers will continue with their '
work,” Jasyrr Garcia, officer in
charge.of Manila’s Public Recre-.
dtions Biireau: said on Sunday, . N
Manila Mayor Joseph Estrada .
had ordered the zoo clogeqd _
starting Wednesday, two weeks
after the Department of Envi-
ronment arid Natura] Resources
tagged it as one of Manila Bay's:
i} major polluters. Garcia said the
s closuré had made jt easy foren-
gineers and contractors tologk -
for possible sites for sewage
pPlants—a project the city gov-
ernment wanted implemented
as soon as possible. The zog’s
rehabilitation would take
around three to four months,
she added. At least six compa-
nies have already submitted
broposals for the project while
the city government is stil
studying whether to putup sep-
. tic tanks or sewage treatment
! plants —arsatacrassee
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tasyon ng
ment an
Usec. Benny Antlporda.

LIBO-LIBO katao ang nagtlpon-hpon sa Oulrlno Grandstand palu-
# ngong Manila Bay upang makilahok sa unang araw ng rehabili-
Manita Bay sa pangunguna ni Department o
Natural Resources Secretary Roy Cimatu kasama si

of Environ-

JOJO RABULAN

!
i

I

| LIBO-LIBO katao ang nagtipo
i ngong Manila Bay upang ma
tasyon ng Manfla Bay sa pan
ment and Natural Resources
Usac Benny Antiporda
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MANILA BAY CLEAN-UP DRIVE

UMARIBA; LIBO-LIBO NAKIISA

LIBO-libo katao ang naklisa
sa paglulunsad ng Manila
Bay Rehabllitation Project na
naglalayong linisin ang natu-
rang baybayin at ibalik ang
dating ganda at matinis na
tubig nito, kahapon ng uma-
ga.

Pinangunahan ni Depanr-
ment of Environment and Natu-
ral Resources Secretary Roy
Cimatu, kasama ang ilang aher-
sya ng gobyemo, ang isinaga-
wang solidarity walk mula sa
Chirino Grandstand patungo sa
Manila Bay para sa isinagawang
clean-up drive,

Dakong alas-8 ng umaga
nang simulan ang paglalakad ng
mga kasama sa solidarity walk
upang hikayatin ang pubtiko at
ang lahat na huwag magtapon
ng basura samga ilog at karaga
tan. .

Bukod sa DENR, nakiisa
rin sa naturang makasaysa-
yang proyekto ang Department
Of Interior and Local Gavermment,
Department of Tourism, Depart-
ment of Social Welfare and De-
velopment, Department of Trade
and Industry, Department of Na-
tional Defense, Depariment of
Science & Technology, Armed

Forces of the Philippines, Philip- -

pine National Police at Metro
Manila Development Authority.

Kasama rin dito ang Pasig
River Rehabilitation Commis-
sion; Housing and Urban De-
velopment Coordinating Coun-
cil, National Housing Authority,
Presidential Commission for the
Urban Poar, Manila Water Com-
pany Inc., Maynilad Water Ser-
vices iInc.; local government

units; Lions Clubs Intemational
District 301-A2, REMATE riders
and staff, NGOs at iba pang
stakehalders.

Ayon sa DENR, ang gaga-
wing rehabilitasyon na tinawag
ni Secretary Cimatu na "Battle
for Manila Bay" ay sama-sa-
mang pagkilos ng pamahalaan,
publiko at 12 pang govemment
agencies na naatasan ng Su-
preme Count para sa Manila Bay
rehabifitation nean pang taong
2008

Nauna nang sinabi ni Ci-
matu na hind dapat pabayaan
ang Manvla Bay at ang kafikasan.

Bukod sa Manila Bay sini-
mulan din ang rehabilitation sa
Las Pifias-Parafiaque Criticat

Habitat and Ecotourism Area at -
_5a Marine Tree Park sa Navotas © ]
City na kapwa nasa Nalional .

Capital Region.

-Sa Region 3, magkakasa .

bay rin ang rehabilitasyon sa
mga bayan ng Obando, Mari-

veles at Guagua ria pawang na- ~

sa probinsiya ng Bulacan,
Bataan at Pampanga. Al inilur-
sad ang launching sa tulay ng
Manila-Cavite Expressway at

ang pagilinis sa Talaba Dos sa-

Bacoor, Cavite.

- Kaugnay nito, sinabi ni Gi-_

matu na nagpapasalamat siya
$a mga ndbanggt na ahensya

ng gobyemo at lba pang steke-

.holders dahil sa ibinibigay na

suporta ng mga o para sa reha-
hilitasyon ng Manila Bay.
Ayon pa sa DENR bukod
sa rehabilitasyon, kasama rin
sa proyekiong fto ang relokas-
yon sa-mga iskuwater na na-

ninirahan s oilid ng Manila Bay 1‘

3.
A

&t ang pagtupad ng mga estab-

lisimyento sa Philippine Clean
Water Act of 2004 at iba pang
environmental laws.

Layunin ng DENR na mai-
baha ang coliform level ng tubig
sa Manita Bay sa 270 most pro-
bable number (MPN) kada 100
milliiters (m) at sa lahat ng es-
tercs sa 100 mpn/1 0O, -
ILANG ESTABLISIMYENTQ

IPINASARA NG LLDA

Kaugnay nito, inisyvhan ng
notice of violation ng Laguna
Lake Development Authority ang
lang establisimyento na nagdu-
dulot ng polusyon sa Manila bay.

Unang inisyuhan ng cease

. and desist ordar ang Aristocrat

Restaurant sa Malate, Maynila

sumunod ang Gloria-Maris at

Esplanade sa Pasay City.
Mismong si DENR Secre-

- tary Roy Cimatu ang nanguna

sa paghabain ng notica of viola
tions sa mga business estab-
lishment.

Sarmantala, al-outsupport si
Manila Mayor Joseph “Erap”
Estrada kina Pangulong Rodri-
9o Duterte at DENR Secretary
Cimatu hinggll sa kampariya na
“Save Manila Bay’ o paglilinis
ng naturang anyong tubig.

SANT| CELARIO
at JAY REYES

NAGPAKITA rin ng lubos na pagsuporta sa ‘Save Manila Bay' ng DENR ang mga
oplsyal at miyembro ng Pasay City Host Lions Club sa pangunguna ni PCHLC Past
President at incoming District 301-A2 Second Vice District Governor Ma. Jesusa
“Thoby” Antiporda.

INIHAIN ni DENR Sec. Roy Cimaty, kasama ang iba't Ibang ahensyi ng gobyemo, &hg cease
and desist order ng LLDA laban sa Aristocrat sa Maynila; Gloria Marls at Esplanade Restau-
. rants sa Pasay City dahil sa mallng pagtalapon ng sanllnry waste,

DANNY QUERUEIN
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AEF 50 : - - SUAMA rln.ng Psl er Hahabllltalln Comhis-
NAKIISA sa paglulunsad ng Manila Bay rehab ang mga sion sa pangunguna ni Executive Director Jose Antonio
opisyal at miyembro ng Llons Ctubs Internetional-District “Ka Pepeton” E. Goltia at maybah i Cattl
301-A2 sa pamumuno nl Distet Gov. Mannle Rosales. ' yRanay o o eya Goitia

sa pagluiunsad ng Manfla Bay Rehabllitation na glnanap
kahapon sa Quirino Grandstand, Rizal Park, Maynila. CH

o, R "
v W

i )‘ ¥

NCRPQ Chlef Director Gulllermo Eleazar, REMATE
editor-in-chief Lydia Buzno at P/Supl. Romulus Gadao-
nl, hepe ng East Wood-Palice Statlon 12, Quezon City.

AN/, L2 p1 i A
NAGSAGAWA rin ng paglilinls sa coastal area ng Obando

&2 Bulacan ang tba't ibang grupo sa pamumuno nf Bulacan
Gov. Wihelmino Sy Alvarado. DICK MIRASOL
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“TOKHANG1N: ahg mga gu-_ ..
‘mawa ng pambobomba sa
Jolo, Sule.

Pero ang tokhang ay -

hindi lang pagkatok sa lung-
.Ga ng mga bomber. )
Dapat giyera ang |tapat
samga ito,
Marawi style.

Habang tinitipa natin ito, .

20 na ang patay at 81 ang
sugatan.
Sa mga patay, 15 ang

sibilyan samamalang 5 ang

sundalo.
Samga sugatan, 65 ang

sibilyan, 14-ang sundalo at

2 ang pulis,

Wala pang nakasisiguro
kung maliligtas iahat ng mga
sugatan na itinakbo sa ospl-
tal at ngayo'y ginagamot,

MISA BINOMBA

Binomba ang Mount Car-

mel Cathedral sa Jolo ha- .

bang may isinasagawang
rmisa dakong alas-8:15 ng
umaga.

Mismo sa loob ng sim-
bahan ginawa ang pambo-*

bomba at makaraan ng ilang
saglit, sumabog din ang
bombang nakatanim sa

isang bisikleta sa parking -

aréa ng simbahan.

Dahil sa takas ng bamba
sa loob ng simbahan, hindi
lang buhay ang nasira kun-
di lahat ng bagay na mata-

tagpuan din gaya ng mga’

pailaw, upuan at iba pa.
Malakas din ang bomba
sa parking area dahll nasira
mismo ang isang military
vehicle na naka-park..
Marami ang namatay

- dahil Linggo nga at karani-

wang maraming mananam-
palataya ang nagsisimba, '
"HANAPIN SILA

Maituturing na mga te-
rorisla ang may gawa ng
pambobomba.

Tatak ng terorista ang
paggutay sa buhay at ari-
arian ng mga walang kala-
ban-laban na mga mama-
mayan,

-giging isang Kristiyanong
lugar ang Cathedral. "
Dahil mismong niga ka-
patid na Muslim na hindi ka-
sundo-ng mga terorista ay
kanila ring binobomba’o pi-
napatay sa ibang: paraan.

* Dahil sa pagiging ba-
yolente ng:mga terorista,
dapat sitang pagtulong-tu-
lungang hanapin at panagu-
Ain sa kanilang krimen.

IBANG LUGAR
MAGBANTAY

-Hindi imposibleng aata- -
Jz_.g,ang mga may gawa ng-

Hindi na usapin-ang pa-.

MAMBOBIIMBA TGIIIIANGIII
AT BATTLE OF MANILAR BRY

ibang mga lugar.

Maaaring hindi lang sa
ibang bahagl ng Mindanao
kundi sa Visayas at Luzon.

" Nito nga lang nagdaan na

_ Traslacion ng #tim na Poong ‘

v

Nazareno mula-sa Rizal Park
hanggang sa Quiapo Church,
nagkaroon din ng banta ng -
terorismo. '

“llang araw bago' ang
Traslacion, may nahuli na mga
terorista ang ating mga awtori-
dad. . '

Hindi na lang inanunsyo o
ibinalita upang hindi mabaha-
la ang mga deboto al mama
mayan.- T
Basta nagbantay lang ang
libo-fibong sundalo at pulis at

- Kung napansin mnyo nag-

deploy sila ng mga sniper sa
mga gusali bilang panlaban sa
terorismo, bukod sa pagbakod .

“mismo ng mga $undalo at pu-

lis sa mga deboto at mama-
mayan,

Dapat magluiong tulong
ang lahat laban sa terorismo.

Para sa atlng sibilyan,
kung makaamoy tayo ng mga
terorista, dapat nating ipaalam
kaagad ang aling natulukia-
san sa mga awtoridad upang
makakilos sila nang mabilis
para sa aling kaligtasan,

Kung magagawa nating
mangsawata nang direlso,

* bakit natin hindi gawin?

BATTLE OF
MANILA BAY
Kung noong panahon ng

Kastila ay nagkaroon ng Batt-
- le of Manlla Bay sa pagitan ng-

. mgd Amerikano at Kastila;

‘ngayon naman ay ibang gi-

yera ang ating inilunsad na
Battie of Manila Bay.

-Ito ang glyera: Iaban 58 -

polusyon. co,

Kung may nagsasablng.

peke ang Battle of Manila
Bay noong una dahil may
usapan na palang ibebenta
ng mga Kastila ang Pilipinas

sa Amerika at paknang-tao'
-lang ang nasabing giyera, sa

giyerang inilunsad natin ka-

hapon, totohanan al toloong .
glyera, -

‘M_AI..AWAK
NA GIYERA
Napakalawak ang giyers,

Napalibutan ang Manila
Bay ng mga ialawigan ng
Bataan, Pampanga, Bula-
can, ilang lungsod ng Metro
Manila at Cavite.

"Dito lang, eh, masasa-
bing maramingmamamayan
at eslablisimyento ang may
paglabag sa mga batas la-
ban sa polusyon gaya ng
Clean Air Act, Ciean Waler

"Act at Solid Waste Manage-

ment Acl.

Perd ang totoo, kasali pa
ang maraming bayan at
barangay na may mga pag-
fabag ang kanilang mga

, .mamamayah at establisim-

yenlo,

Sampol ang kahabaan
ng.Pasig River na tinata-
punan ng mga basura, dumi
ng tao, kemikal at iba pa na
papunta lahat sa Manila
Bay.

May malalaking ilog pang

iba na ganito rin ang kala-

gayan kaya naman, maaa-
fing saklawin sila ng Mani-
ia Bay Clean- -Up o paglili-
nis. .

Ité'y y para manumbalik
ang Iawa sa dali mlong kala-
gayan.

to, pinagsu- swummmgan pi-

. nagpapasyalan,

Pero marami nang baha-
gi nito’ ang bawal pangis-
‘daan, pag-swimmingan at
pasyalan.. -

Akalain ba nating triple
ang dumi nito at libo pa nga
ang dumi nito sa ilang iugar
kumpara sa dumi ng Bora-
cay noon.

" 'MAGKAISA,
MAGTULUNGAN

Hindi magagawang mag-
isa ng pamahalaan ang Ma-
nila Bay Clean-up.

*Kailangan nito ang tulong
' ng mga mamamayan.
Siyempre may masasak-

. tan.pero dapat na isaalang-

-alang natin ang higit na na-
kararami-na higit na maki-
kinabfing sa malinis na lawa’
sa datating na mga pana-
hon:
.0Co .

Anomang feaksyon o
reklamo ay maaaring Ipara-
ting sa 09228403333 o i-
email sa bantiporda @yahoo.

Dati, plnangmglsdaan |

Mra o on
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" PWERSA NG LGU, BRGY US
'POLUSYON SA MANILA BAY

TAMA ang aksyon ng Department of Interior and

"Local Government na pakilusin ang lahat ng 178
Local Government Unit at halos 6,000 barangay na
nakapalibot sa Manila Bay para sa paglilinis sa
nasabing lawa,

Kabilang sa miga LGU ang mga lalawigan-ng
Bataan, Pampanga, Bulacan at Cavite at malaki
ring bahagi ang sakop ng mga Lungsod ng Mala-
boh, Navotas, Manlla, Pasay, Parafiaque, lahat sa
Metro Manila habang nakapaloob naman sa mga
ito ang libo-libong barangay. - : |

Maraming batas ang umiiral para malinis ang
“Manila Bay, kasama na ang kautusan ng Supreme
Court na halos 10 taon nang nakatehgga dahil wa-
lang nagpapatupad nito.

Malaking papel ang ginagampanan ng mgalLGU
dahil nagmumula sa kanila ang mga permit to ope-
rate (POT) ng lahat ng establisimyento o kompan— N
ya, maging ang ilang ahensya ng pamahalaan. - . A

- Kapag nag-isyu ng POT ang mga LGU, nanga-
ngahulugang dumaan na ang lahat ng mga estab-
lisimyento sa lahat ng proseso o hakbang at dito
na nagsisimula ang pag-andar ng operasyon ng *
. "mga establisimyento.o kompanya at pasimula na '

) rin ng pagtatapon ng basura ng mga ito sa hangln
katubigan at kalupaan.

Dapat nakasunod ang mga establisimyento at
kompanya sa mga batas na Clean Air Act, Solid .
Waste Management Act, Clean Water Act at iba
pang nauukol na batas. '

Ang mga barangay ang unang apektado sa mga
paglabag ng mga establisimyento o kompanya
kaya naman dapat katulong ang mga ito ng mga
LGU sa pagpapatupda ng nasabing mga batas.

Kung mapaiiral naman ng mga barangay ang
tamang pagtatapon ng basura ng mga residente,
malaki ring tutong ito para manatiling malinis ang
lawa, kahit man lang sa kanlrang mga tapat na
dalampasrgan . i
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UMARANGKADA na
ang paglilinis sa Ma-
nila bay bilang bahagi
ng rehabilitasyon nito.

SUNDAN $A PAHINA 15

- SALAMIN NG KATOTOHANAN -
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Mula sa pahina I

Alas-5:00 pa lang ng madaling araw nang mag-
simula ang rehabilitasyon sa pamamagitan ng isang
seremonya sa Quirino Grandstand sa Rizal Park sa
Maynila.

Pinangunahan ni Environment Secretary Roy
Cimatu ang aktibidad kasama sina Tourism Secretary
Bernadette Romulo-Puyat, Public Works Secretary

‘Mark Villar, acting Information and Communica-

tions Technology Sccretary Eliseo Rio at Metropoli-
tan Manila Development Authority Chairman Danilo
Lim. Dumalo rin sina DILG Secretary Eduardo Afio,
National Security-Adviser Hermogenes Esperon, PNP
Chief  Oscar Afbayalde, National Capital Region
Police Office (NCRPO) chief Director Guillermo El-
eazar at marami pang iba. ’

Nasa 5,000 volunteers naman ang lumahok sa soli-
darity walk na sinundan ng paglilinis sa baywalk area.

Kasabay ito ng paglulunsad din ng clean-up ac-
tivities sa Bulacan, Pampanga at Bataan.
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RESTAURANTS IPINADLAK

Inisyuhan na ng notice of violation ng Laguna
Lake Development Authority (LLDA) ang ilang es-
tablisimiyento na nagdudulot ng polusyon sa Manila
bay. ‘

Ayon kay DENR undersecretary Benny Antiporda,
bagsak sa coliform level na nagdudulot ng pelusyon sa
Manila bay ang mga establisimiyentong ito. ’

Unang ‘inisyuhan ng cease and desist order ang
Aristocrat restaurant sa Malate, Manila, sumunod ang
Gloria-Maris at Esplanade,

Tiniyak ng DENR na masususpinde ang Environ-
mental Compliance Certificate ng mga establisimi-

yentong ito at ang mayor’s permit sa pamamagitan ng -

Department of Interior and Local Government.
Mismong si DENR Secretary Roy Cimati ang
nanguna sa paghahain ng notice of violations sa mga
business establishment.
Ang ibang establisimiyento na nakitaan din ng
mga paglabag kabilang ang mga hotel ay sasailalim
pa sa validation, DREW NACINO-DWIZ882
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PARA SA MANILA BAY---Pinangunahan nina Departrent of Environment and Natural Resources (DENR) Secre-
tary Roy Cimatu (wala sa larawan), Pasig River Rehabilitation Commission (PRRC) Executive Director Jose Anto-
nio "Ka Pepeton”E. Gaitia, at ng kanyang maybahay na si Cattleya Goitia ang delegasyon ng PRRC sa Manila Bay
Rehabilitation Grand Launching na ginanap kahapon sa Quirino Grandstand, Rizal Park, Maynila. Paniniwala

ni Goitia na sa pagkakaisa ng lahat ng sektor lamdrig -mdsasagip ﬁﬁg'daﬁng iagandang lawa na sentro ng .

turismo sa Metro Manila. , , : .- —
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. Rehab ng Manila . S
* Bay sinimulan na -
" SINIMULAN na
~ ng Manila Bay,
Sa abiso ng Departrisnt of Envirofiment
and Natural Résources, nagkaroon ng “rehabi. *
ditation launch? kung saan nakibahagi ang mga
b kaukulang 2hensya ng Pamahalaan na '
katuwang sa proyekto, - :
b Alas-6 ng umaga ‘ay Nag-umpisa ang assem- -
bly ng Pparticipants sa Quiirine Grandstand. .
Pagdating ng alas.7 hg umaga ay isinagawa '
ang “Solidarity walk” Paturigong Baywaik,
‘Roxas ‘Boulevard, kung saan-limang libong. -
1 katao ang sumali, - , .
Bukod sa Manila Bay, mayroon ding gagaw-
1 ing simultaneous cleanup activities sa Lds
Pifias, Navotas, at mga lalawigan ng Bulacan,
j" Bataan at Pampanga. .Li-+0c O '
- Nauna nang sinabi nj ‘Environment ‘Sec, -

kahapon ang 'rchabilitasyon_ !

]
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' P47-B MANILA BAY REHABILITATION PROJECT, START NA

SINIMULANnakahapon  (DENR),Armed Forcesof . Angginawang pagkilos ippine National Police Chief
ngumagaang P47 bilyong  the Philippines (AFP),Phil-  aymaytermang“LetUsSave Director OscarAlbayaldeat
Manila Bay Rehabilitation  ippine National Police the Manila Bay™. Metropolitan Manifa Devel-
Projectsapamamagitanng  (PNP), Bureau of Fire Pro- - Angeventaypinanguna-  opmentAuthority Chaiman
solidarity walk. - tection (BFP), Department  hannina EnvironmentSec- - DaniloLim. '

- Kasamasa5,000katac  of Public Works and High-  retary Roy Cimaty, Interior Kaugnay nito, inatasanni
ang sumama sa ginawang  ways(DPWH), Department Secretary Eduardo Afio, Afioangmgalocal govern-
kick-offang mgatauhanng - - of Laborand Employment | Public Works Secretary  ment na magpatupad ng

entofEnvironment  (DOLE)atibapangahensiya . Mark Villar, Defense Secre- lingguhang paglilinis sa Ma-

and Natural Resources nggobyerno. tary Delfin Lorenzana, Phil-  nilaBay-nanasasakupanng.
‘ - — kanilang lugar.

Nagbabala rinsiAfiona

angmabibigong

hindi susunod sa kanyang
direktiba.

Una nang lumabas sa
pagsusuring ginawasa wa-
ter sampling ng Manila
Bay na umabot ang avet-
age fecal coliform level sa
330 million most probable
number (mpn) na 3.3 mil-
lion times 11a mas mataas
sa dapat sanaay 100 mpn
na ideal para sa pag-
langoy. '

Nabatid sa DENR
may 40,000 pamilya ang
naninirahan malapit sa
lawa ang itinuturong
pinakamataking
kontribusyon sa pagdurmi
ng Manila Bay.

(Mylene Alfonso)
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umali sa ‘Battle for Manila Bv'

Nina ELLALYN DE VERA-RUIZ at MARY ANN SANTIAGO

Nagsimula na kahapon ang
plano ng gobyerno na linisin ang
Manila Bay, at iba'tibang aktibidad

" ang inilunsad sa mga lugar na

nakapaligid sa lawa at sa mga
daluyan nito.

Para ~ sa  rehabilitasyon,
na tinawag ni Department of

_ Environment and Natural Resources

(DENR) Secretary Roy Cimatu na
“Battle for Manila Bay”, nagsama-
sama ang mahigit sa 5,000 katao,
karamihan ay mga kawani ng DENR
at12 pang ahensiya ng pamahalaan.
na inatasan ng Korte Suprema noong
2008 na isdilalim sa malawakang
rehabilitasyon ang Manila Bay.
Sinimtlan ang mga aktibidad
sa isang solidarity walk mula sa
Quirino Grandstand patungo sa
baywalk area, saka pinangunahan ni
Cimatu an% pledge of commitment,
at idineklara ang opisyal na
pagsisimula ng Manila Bay
rehabilitation. . L
Nagpalabas si Cimatu ng mga
notice of violation at mga cease
and desist order laban sa tatlong
establisimyento na nasa Roxas
Boulevard, CCP’ Complex, at Mall of

. AsiaComplex, dahil nakumpirmang

ang mga it “discharge untreate

" water to esteros, rivers and other
tributaries that flow into Manila -| .

e ————

Bay.”

- Ga Metro Manila, nagsagawa ang
volunteers ng tree-planting sa Marine
Tree Park sa Navotas City, habang

pinangunahan naman ng "bakawan |

warriors” ang paglilinis sa Las Pifias
Paranaque Critical Habitat Ecotourism
Area (LPPCHEA).

Sa Central Luzon, initunsad ang
rehabilitasyon sa Obando, Mariveles,
at Guagua sa Bulacan, Bataan,

_at Pampanga provinces, ayon sa

Sa Region 4A (Calabarzon},
inifadlad ang isang silt curtain sa
galigid ng tulay sa Manila-Cavite
Fxpressway o Cavitex, habang may
clean-up activity din sa Talaba Dos sa
Bacoor, Cavite.

Dagdag pa ni  Cimaty,

‘magsasagawarinng relokasyonsamga

illegal seftlers at may monitoring kung
nakatutupad ang mga establisimyento
sa paligid ng Manila Bay sa Philippine
Clean Water Act of 2004 atsa iba pang
environmental laws. ;

pagkakasunod.

Smes L o — R

v

PAGKUKUNAN NG KURYENTE Libu-liby

P;

ong panels ang inilatag sa solar farm sa

Bgy. Isla, Valenzuela. Pinaniniwalaang ang enerhiya mula sa araw at Hangin ang
fastest-growing source of production ng elekirisidad.sa mga susunod na taon.

~ALVIN KASIBAN
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| “Sisimulan na ,
HINDI na raw kéilangan ang Boracay. lto am?I pahayag
ni DOT Sec..Romulo-Puyat nang umabot sa higit 7-mif-
{ong_juljrista. karamihan mula Korea at China, naong na-
araang taon. Maaalala.na sarado ng anim na buwan
ang Boracay noong 2018, ‘para sa rehabilitasyon. Péro
ganun nga, marami pa ring turista ang dumating. Totoo
nga na*hindi lang naman Boracay nakikilala ang Pilipi-
nas. Marami pa ring tanawin at lugar ang mapupuntahan
ng mga turista. Pero ngayohg bukas na ang Boracay,
baka mas lalo pang dumami ang mga turista.
Kaya mahalaga nga-fia malinis na nang tuluyan ang

Manila,Bay, Sisimulan na ang-opisyal na paglinis. Ina-,

Erubahan na ni President Duterte ang pondo na halos
43 bilyon sa lob ng tatlong taon. lliikas na rin ang mga
“informal settlers” na nakatira sa paligid ng Manila Bay.
llalabas na rin ng DENR ang listahan ng mga establisi-
mentong nagpaparumi sa Manila Bay. Nagbanta na noon
si Duterte sa mga hotel na kung hindi nila aayusin ang
pagtapon ng basura at water treatment, ipasasara raw niya
ang mga ito.

_Hindi madali ang gagawin ng DENR. Hindi ito maliit
na estero na puwedeng tanggalan lang ng basura. Bukod
sa basura, ang hangad ng DENR ay mabawasan ang
coliform level sa karagatan at mga estero, na sukatan n
polusyon sa tubig. ito rin ang naging batayan kung bakit
ipinasara na muna ang Boracay. Mataas ang coiiform
level. Dumi ng tao ang nagpapataas ng coliform level.
Kung mataas, alam ninyo na ang ibig sabihin. Baka na-

-giging palikuran na ang buong karagatan.

Aaasahan nang marami na mag’agawa nga ng gob-
yerno ang paglinis ng Manila Bay. May mga hindt nani-
niwala na lubusang magagawa ito, dahil nga sa likas na
polusyon mula sa tao. Kaya hindi lang J)isikal na paglinis
ng karagatan'ang kailangan, kundi edukasyon, o %aka
banta pa nga sa tao na huwag nang gawing lapunan
ang Manila Bay. |

i
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Para saan ﬁ; Eilaga |
ang Manila Bay cleanup?

Sobrang napabilib ni Pangulong Digong Duterte ang
buong sambayanan at ang mga pro-kalikasan advocates
sa nagawa nito sa Boracay.

Ang ganda na nga naman ulit ang world-class istand resort
na ito. Luminis. Huminga muli ang dagat, ang luggsat hangin
na kamuntik nang patayin sa lason hg dumi at basura.

Nanginjg ang Iahat ng sikat na tourist destinations sa
bansa. Natutong sumunod éa mga regulasyon.

Nagkanya-kanyatig linis at reporma para alagaan
ang kapaligiran huwag lang sila mapasara at tuluyang
mapalayas gaya ng nangyari sa Boracay.

Ngayon ay next project ang Manila Baf(. Aba! Lalong
nakakabilib kung malilinis nga ang Manila Bay’

Pero ito palani; pagpapaalis sa mga informal settler -
na jsa naman talaga sa nagpapadumi sa karagatan - at

' pagbabanta sa mga neﬁgsyong nagpo-poflute sa Manila
Bay ay mukhang may kakaibang tinuturbok.

Ang haba pala ng nakapilang request para sa reclama-
tion ng baybayin ng Manila Bay.

Ang mga lungsod ng Maynila, Pasay at Parafiaque ay
ilan lamang sa mga nagbabalak na tambakan ang parte
ng Manila Bay sa kanilang nasasakupan. .

May report na nagsasabing aabot sa 7,000 yatan
hektarya ang magiging reclaimed area ‘pag nagkataon.
Halos apat na doble raw ng sukat ng Pasay City.

Tatayuan daw nila ito ng mga ‘iconic structure’ at

, amusement park na tulad-ng nakikita sa ibang bansa,

Ano ‘to? Gagawin bang mala-Las Vegas o Macau ang
tatainbakang bahagi ng Manila Bay? Casino capital ang
mga ‘yun|! . :

Parang may mali! Hindi pala kalikasan ang nag-iisang
motibo sa paglilinis sa Manila Bay.

Gaano ba ito katotdo?
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SA PAGTATAPON NG MARUMING TUBIG
lyento sa
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=T o raliong estabiisimiyen-  Nina GEMMA GARCIA, DORIS FRANCHE,  nguiong Rodrigo Dylerte at
0 na maladpit sa Manila imatu sa kampanyang ma-
Bay ang ipinasara ng De- LuDY .BERMUDO at DANILO GARCIA linis ang Manila Bay at pabor
partment of Environment -ng notice of violations at lar, na fiaglaan ang ahen-. itong parusahan ang mga
and Natural Resources Cease and Desist Order 'siya ng trash schemer,'na violators sa pa tatafxon ng
(DENR}). (CDO) sa natufang busi- Kkauna-unahang gagamitin mga basura sa Manila Bay. -
Ang kautusan ay inila- ness establishments. sa kaysaysayan ng bansa - Ayonkay Estrada, mata-
bas ng DENR bilang hudyat Ayon kay Laguna Lake bukod pa sa gagamiting gal nang dapat isinailalim
ng pagsisimula ng rehabili- Development Authority heavy equipment para sa sa rehabilitasyon ang Manila
tation sa nasabing lawana {(LLDA) General Manager clean-up. Bar): na isa sa mga pangu-
umano'r.polluled na. Jaime Median, pinutol na - Samantala, all out sup- nahing pasyalan ng publiko
Kabilang sa mga ipina- nila ang water source ng portnaman si Manila Mayor uPang makita ang pagsikat
sar? angArlstcha' lf!estau- mga nasabinﬁq gstablisi?:- Joseph Estrada kina Pa- " at paglubog ng araw. .
rant na nasa kahabaan ng yento upang hingi na maka- . ‘
_ Roxas Boulevard, Gloria pollute pa sa Manila Bay. 10 trak ng basu,ra nahakot
Maris Restaurant mala- Kahapon nagsimula na - . L
pit sa Folk Arts Theater, at ang malawakang reha- __Aabotnamansa10trak hat sa ibang sektor.
isang water treatment faci-* bilitasyon ng Manila Bay N& puno ng basura ang .  Nagpadala naman ng
lities n%'rhe Esplanade sa na sasailalim sa "Hercuelan nahgkot $a unang araw ng 1,000 tauhan ang MMD
Pasay City. Task” sa pangunguna ng Manila Bay rehabilitation para umagapay sa’ paglili-
. Ito’'y matapos madisku- DENR. R;’oject kahapon, ayon sa nis sa lawa.
bre na may mga paglabag Bago ang kautusan ay Metropolitan Manila Devel- - Maaga pa lamang ni-
ang tationg establisimiyento  inilunsad ng DENR.ang opment Authority (MMDA). "tong Linggo nang magti-
dahil sa nakita na diretso Manila Bay rehabilitation Nabatid na katumbas ng pun-tipon ang mga volun-
ang paglabas ng untreated - program sa pamamagitan 46 tonelada ang mga na- teers sa Quirino Grand-
waste water sa Manila Bay.  ngisang solidarity walknadi-  kolektang basuranapinag- stand sa Rizal Park bago
Mismong si DENR Sec-' naluhanng may5,000kalag. tulungan ng nasa 5,000 pga sagawa ng “solidarity
retary’ Roy Cimatu ang Bi \;\?yan‘diin naman empleyadong pamahalaan walk" sa Baywalk:
nanguna sa paghahain,k ni DPWH Sec. Mark Vil- _atibang mga volunteer bu- Una nang isinara sa
- traplko ang southbound
lane ng Roxas Boule-
vard mula Katighak Drive
hanggang sa President
Quirino Avenue mula
alas-5:00 ng madaling
araw hanggang alas-9 ng
umaga para sa naturang
rsolidanty walk”™.
AT,

&
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- 3RESTO SA MANILA BAY IPINASARA

Dahil sa umano’y con-

stributor ng nagpapadumi

sa dagat ay tatlong festoran

- matapit saManila Bay ang

ipinasara ng Laguna Lake
Development Authority
kaugnay sa sinimulang
Manila Bay Rehabilitation
Project. '

Ayon kay ‘LLDA Ge-
neral Manager Jaimé Me-

- dina na inisyuhan nila ng

notice nang pagsasara ang
Aristocrat Restaurant sa
Roxas Boulevard, Malate;
Glogia Maris sa Cultural
Center of the Philippines

(CCP) Complex, malaptt .-

.sa R. Blvd at ang Espla-
‘nade sa R. Blvd, Pasay

City.

- Matapos madiskubre
na may mga paglabag ang
tatlong cstablisycmento
dahil sa nakita nd diretso
ang paglabas ng untreated
waste water sa Manila Bay.

Mismong si DENR
Secretary Roy Cimatu
ang nanguna sa paghahain

.ng notice of violations at

Ex Parte Cease and Desist
Ordecr sa tatlong business

Tiniyak ng DENR na
masususpendi ang Envi-

‘ronmental Compliance

Certificate ng mga cstab-
lisyi mento at Mayors
permit sa pamaimagitan
ng Dcpartmcnt of Interior
and' Local Government.

Inaasahang may su-
sunod pa na maipasa-
sara kabilang umano
ang ilang hotel na na-
kitaan rin ng mga pag-
labag na isinasailalim
pa sa validation.-Ludy
Bermudo ,Gemma Gar—
cia-

establishments . s

oo
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Smampo an sa battle for Manila Bay

Sinamﬁplun sa battle for Manila Bay

Gloria Maris ikinundu'dn!

Aristocrat,

Iniutos ng Department of En-
vironment and Natural Resour-
ces (DENR) ang pansamantalang
pagpapasara sa dalawang sikat
na establisimyento at isang waste
treatment facility sa unang araw
ng rehabilitasyon ng Manila Bay
kahapon dahil sa pagiging nume-
ro unong violator umano sa mga
environmental law.

Natuklasan na nagtatapon
umane ng maruming tubig sa Ma-
nila Bay ang Aristocrat Restaurant
na nasa kahabaan ng Roxas Bou-
levard at Gloria Maris Restaurant
na matatagpuan malapit sa Folk
Ans Theater (FAT)

Kasama ring binigyan ng
temporary closure order ang wa-
ter treatment facility ng Espla-

12-anyos na batang

nade sa The Mall of Asia Com-
plex sa Pasay City.

Maliban sa ratlong nabang-
git, anim na iba pang establisim-
yento ang pinadalhan ng notice
of violation.

Kabilang sa mga ito ay ang
Aliw Inn, SM Corporate Office,
SM Prime Holdings, SM Fcrry
Terminal, SMDC Sea Residences,
at Lola Taba Lolo Pato Seaside.

Ipinalabas ng DENR ang clo-
sure order sa pamamagitan ng
Laguna Lake Development Au-
thority (LLDA).

Ayon kay LLDA General Ma-
nager Jaime Medina, nilabag ng
nasabmf mga estab1131myent0
ang Philippine Clean Water Act
of 2004 dahil sa maruming tu-

kriminal

big na iniluluwa ng kanilang
mga pasilidad na naﬁakaambag
sa pagdumi ng Manila Bay.

Samantala, sinabi ni DENR
Sec. Roy Cimatu na tinatayan
may 5,000 katao ang lumaho
sa pagsnsnmula ng rehabilitasyon
ng Manila Bay kahapon.

Bukod sa Manila Bay, nag-
sagawa rin ng sabay na cleanup
activity sa Las Pinas, Navotas, at
mga lalawigan ng Bulacan, Bata-
an at Pampanga.

Nauna nang sinabi ni Gimatu
na target ng DENR na mapababa
ang coliform level sa Manila Bay
na nadiskubreng nasa 1.3 bilyon
most probable number {(MPN)
kada 100 millimetro. (Mia Bil-
lones)

_AFP: Jolo cathedral bombing,
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 Boracay model ang susundin
sa Manila Bay rehab - Sec Puyat

GAGAWING medelo
sa  rehabilitasyon ng
Manila Bay ang istilo 54
isinagawang pagsasa-
ayos at paglilinis sa islg
ng Boracay. -

Ayon kay Tourism
Secretary Berhadette
Puyat, ang “Boracay
model” ang ipatutupad
sa gagawing rehabilita-
Syon sa'Manila Bay da-
hil napatunayan naman
aniya ng- lahat kung

- L2 e

-~

'gaano ito naging  ka-

epektibo sa pamosong
tourist destjnation.__
Idiniin ni Puyat na

‘kailangan munang ku-

uha ng permit mula
sd' Department of En-
vironment and Natural
Resources (DENR) ang
mga business establish-
ment malapit sa nasa-
bing look bago sila paya-
gang makapag-operate.
{Mia Billones) -
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KINUM PIRMA ni
Tourism Secretary Berna-
deite Puyat na ang “Bora-

" cay model” ang siyang ipa-
patupad sa pag-rehabili-
tate naman sa Manila Bay.
Ayon kay' Puyat.
nangangahulugan ito na
ang mga business cstab-
. lishments*ay kailangang .’
" mag-secure ng mga kavku- '
lang permits mula sa De-
partment of Environment -
.and Natural Resources
(DENR) 8t iba pang ahen-

slyal ng gobyerno para -

makﬂpag—opcrate
lmﬁ‘ayag,( naman ni

emmem employees ang

nakiisa sa solidarity walk
para sa Manila Bay rcha-
bilitation na sinimulan ka-
hapon.

Aminadoang kalihim na
ahg pinakamahirap sa re-
habilitation .ay ang pag-
sustain nito.

-Magtalabas din ng direk-
. ‘tiba st Cimati para samga

informal settlets na naka- i

tira sa may waterways na.
lisanin na ang nasabing

lugar. o .
Sa pamg ni Departrhent

- of Information and Com-

munications Jechnology

DENR Secretary Roy Ci- * Secrclbry Eliseo Rio Jr.,

matu namaglalabas sila ng\' mag'

_cease and desist orders 52,4

Zapat: #ia*business asla'b—."

hshments ‘thalapit §a Ma. ..,

i<install aniya sita ng

» tioidevels,

.mla Bay na nakltaangfum-- .;L Tiniyak naman 'm De-

abag sa enwronmcntal

Alaweis T ot e 5T gy Highways Secretary -
‘ ‘Llnalasan'din ng kalihim  Mark Villar na bibili sila
ang mga DENR officialsat  ng trask skimmers'na na-

Metropolitan Manila De-
velepment Authority para
mag-isyu ng cease and de-
sist orders para sa mga vi-,
olators ng batas,

- Nabatid na masa mahig-.

—_— o

it3, 000 volunteers at gov- -

partment of Public Works?

kalaan lamang para sa
Manila Bay. -
Naikiisa rin ang ilang
pang cabinet secretarics
gaya nina Interior Sec. Ed-

-uafdo Ano, at Defense Sec-
-Tetary Dclf in Lorenz:ma

isor sa ManjlaBay -
1‘Jar§‘l monitor ang- pollu~
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NI PABLO L. HERRANDEZ III

Mga naki-'Save Manila Bay’,
hindi naman naglinis gusto
lang mag-selfie, mga epal!

MARTIALLAWNI P-DU-
TERTE SA MINDA-

NAO, SABLAY—ipinag-

utos ni Defense Sec.
Delfin Lorenzana sa AFP
at PNP na magpairal ng
rcd alert status sa Minda-
nao matapos ang pagpapa-
sabog na isinagawa ng mga
terorista sa Jolo Catholic
Cathedral sa Sulu na
ikinasawi ng 27 katao al
pagkakasugat ng iba pa.
Ganu’n? Aba, sablay
pala ang Martial Law. nj
P-Dutertc sa Mindanao
kasi kung kailan may

naganap na pagpapasabog

ay saka lang sila nag-
deklara ng red aleri sa

rchiyong *yan, boom!
. aoa

MGA TAONG GA-
LIT SA CATHOLIC

e e cama

CHURCH,
HAPPY SA NAGANAP
NA PAGPAPASABOG
SA JOLO CATHE-
DRAL — Kung may na-
lungkot sa naganap na
pagpapasabog sa Jolo
Catholic Cathedral, tiyak na
may natutuwarin,

-Ang mga natutuwa,

“siyermnpre ay afig inga tiong

nagpapakita ng galit sa
Catholic Church pcnod'
ooo
'KARAMIHAN SA
MGA LUMAHOK SA
‘SAVE MANILA BAY’
AY MGA EPALI—Kara-
mihan sa libu-libong luma-
hok sa “Save Manila Bay"
ay nagpacpal lang at hindi
naman tumulong sa
paglilinis ng Manila Bay.
Hindi naman sila lumu-
[
I

—_—_—————

TIYAK

song sa dagat para alisin
ang mga dumi kundi mga
nagsipag-sclfie lang para
may mai-post sa soctal me-
diaat patunay d'yan na ang
mga mukha ng mga
lumahok sa “Save Manila
Bay" ay kalat na ngayon
sa Faccbook, mga buwisit!
Qoa

DAGSA ANG MGA
MANRARAKET SA
JURISDICTION NI
PANGASINAN PNPDI-
‘RECTOR LOPEZ—
Nadagdagan na naman ang
mpga manraraket sa Panga-
sinan kasi kung dati ay sina
“Rosbee™ ng Binalonan,
“Fronda” ng San Nicolas,
“Yolly™ ng Villasis,
“Edong™ ng Urdaneta at
“Magat” ng San Carlos
City lang ang may pa-drop
balis at color games,
ngayon daw ay may
ganitong raket na rin sina
“Maric”, “Alex" at “Ricky”

ng Asmgan pawang sa

Pangasinan,

Pambihira, imbes na
ipatigil ni Pangasinan PNP
Director Sr. Supt. Wilson
Lopez ang raket ng mga
manraraket na ilo,
nadagdagan pa ang mga
nanraraket sa kanyang ju-
nsdrctmu pwe'

R RPNV N
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ANG NANSwELNANG PabATAGANG TAGA) 0G 5A DANGA

e SA UNANGARAW NG MANILA BAY REHAB . * .

:
!

3

Nakolektang basura, nagkasya sa 11 truck

Nagkasya sa mahigit sampung
truck ang basurang nakolekta sa .
."pagsisimula kahapon ng Manila
Bay rehabilitatioh project, ayon'sa
Metropolitan Manila Developmenl
Authority (MMDA).

~ Naokuha ng imnga nakllahok _
sa cleari-up drive ang nasa 45, 59 , « southbound lane mula sa Katigbak
" Drive patungong President Quitino *

tonelada, 011 truck ng basura, i
Batay sa ulat, naghpun—hpon sa
Qulrmo Grands[and sa Rizal Park ang

nasa mah|g1t5 000 katao na binubuo

ng mga empleyado ng pamahalaan,
at ‘mga ‘velunteers na nakiisa sa

paglilinis ng Manila Bay.

" Bilang bahagi ng event, isinafa

" “simula 5:00 hanggang 9:00 ng

umaga ang Roxas. Boulevard

Avenue. - R
S1mantala, nasa 1 000 emleyado

ng MMDA ang tumu]ong sa
pangongolekta ng mga basura sa

_ baybayin ng Manila Bay.

Nagsagawa rin ang Solid Waste

.Management Office ng ahensiyang

house-to-house fly¢r distribution at
rnalklmg discussion samga residente
hinggil sa waste segregation upang
mabawasan ang mga basura na

cnapupunta sa Mamia Bay.. 4
Jel Santos

.1

5
T

T
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- | ,-,nagpabaya sa;

LR

pagkasnra fiig-Manila -

kakas_uhan s

lPINAHA\’AG kahapon
ng Departruent of Interior
and Local Government
(DILG} na kanilang kaka-
suhan ang mga lokal na
opisyal ng pamahalaan na
mapatutunayang nagpa-

baya sa pagkasira ng Ma-.

nila Bay. .

Sinabi ni DILG Under-
sceretary Epimaco Dens-
ing 111 na paiigtingin pa nila
ang potensyal na pagde-
mandn sa mga opisyal ng
local governinent units
('LGUs) sa National Capi-

tiliRegion (NCR), Regian -

3 at Region 4-A kapag hin-
i susunod ang mga ito sa

phug ey, \-..e ?

ito upang maitufoy ang
paglilinis sa tanyag na’
Manila Bay. S

- Nabatid na hing lamang
NCR kundi maging*ang
ch:on 3 at Regign4-ATay *
nakakabit din ang eslero sa
Manila Bay. '

Samantala, kahapon. ay
sisimulan na ng Depart-".
ment of Environmiént and ,
Natural Resoﬁrccs
(DENR) ang réhabilitaiion*
ng Manila Bay, na matapal

_nang natatambakan ng ba-

sura at dumi,

Sinabi ni DENR Secre-
taty Roy Cimatu na ang re-
habilitation ay na unagunang

kanﬂang 'reponmblhdad i~ 2'Batile for; Mamla Bay.™”

.para‘sa Manila Bay. 4 ¢

Ayon kay Densing, may

o ‘Bukod sa<cefemonial

launch, nagkakamc)n inng

nakasuhdn na* s:lang iocaln/ ’sabayang_ c]eanup activi-,
«chief” cfécutwes Hahll sails'fics sa ifang bahagingLas -

jusapin ga ito. 1

Pifias, Navotasy mga " Bas:

} Gayurfman g l'iguyoni!. yon si Bu!acah"Ba(xan att

;gagamilin na lamang muna

Pampmlgmsa'Réglon 3a

g D]LG ang mgaLGU na, . { Cav:te sa Regidh 4=A: A .

L
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Sampolan pabayang
barangay officials

PINASIMULAN na kahapon ang rehabilitasyon ng Manila Bay
sa pamamagitan nang isinagawang clean-up drive sa baybayin nito,

Pangungunahan ng DENR kasama ang iba pang ahensya
ang rehabilitasyon makaraang ipag-utos ni Pangulong Digong
na ibalik ang dating ganda ng Maniia Bay. - .

Kasama tin ang DILG kung saan nga inatasan ni Secretary
Eduardo Afio ang aabot sa<5, 714 barangays at 178 Local Go- -
vernment Units (LGUs ) na makiisa sa bayanihan para sa clean-
g up drive ng Manila Bay upang mapabilis ang rehabilitasyon.

~i GUS RBELGAS, Alinsunod sa Section 20 ng Philippine Clean Water Act of

2004 ay isinaad dito na ang mga LGUs ay may responsibilidad
na pamahalaan at isulong ang kalidad ng katubigan sa lugat na kanilang nasasakupan.

Sa ilalim ng Local Government Code ang mga barmangay ay inaatasang magsagawa ng
serbisyo para sa ikabubuti ng kanilang -lugar tulad ng hygiene sanitation, pagpapaganda ng
kapaligiran at pagsasaayos ng koleksyon ng mga basura kasama na dyan ang paglilinis sa mga
estero sa lugar na kanilang nagasakupan. :

Nakapaloob pa nga Local Government Code, ang mga barangay ay obligadong magsagawa
ng basic services kabilang ang paglilinis ng kapaligiran.

Sa makatuwid hindi lang ang may Kinalaman sa Manila Bay ang dapat na matutukan ng
mga LGU lalu na ng mga barangay officials na - silang nakakakita sa kapaligiran ng kanilang
nasasakupan, , ) :

Kaya nga lang, may ilang mga opisyal ng barangay ang tila nagtutulog sa pansitan o sadyang”

- ’ (Sundan sa page 4)

_rmesati.

RESPONDE... Mula page 3

walang pakialam, sa hang sa dami nan
lto ang dapat kalampagin  husto at hindi na mapigilan. g

ng DILG, hindi lang Manila
Bay ang marumi, kundi ma.
ging ang mga creek o estero sa
1ba’t ibang lugar na siyang pinag-
mumulan ng mga paghaha,

Alam yan ng mga opisyal
ng barangay pero Komo hindi
sila apektado ng perwisyo,
sige-sige lang walang aksyon
na ginagawa.

Madalas pa nga sila ang
kumukunsinte ng thga infor.
mal sctilers na nagtayo ng
kanilang mga bahay-bahay sa
tabi ng creek.

. Pinapayagan at kinukunsin-
ti ng barangay kaya famimiha-

. Ang maliliit na esfero hin-
dina rin pinapansin hanggang
54 maging estero na ng basura
na dating daluyan nang tubie
nalalakaran na dahil sa umy;.
£as nang mga basura.

00n pa man nagbabala
na ang MMDA at maging ang
DILG na pwedeng kasuhan
ang mga barangay officials
na pabaya lalo sa kapaligiran,
pero mukhang walang nasa-
sampolan kahit maram; silang

‘Rasusumpungan at hayagang

nakikita ang kapabayaan.
Mag-ikot kayo ai makikita
Yo ang matinding problema
34 inga estero.
Sana hindi ningas -kugon
ang mangyari na puro salsat,

walang aksyong nagaganap,
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‘NAGPUGAY kay Manila Mayor Joseph Estrada ang grupo ng Chinese Businessmen
mula sa Hong Kong sa pangunguna ni Peter Lee, Chairman n
Group Hong Kong bitang pagpapakita ng tiwala sa liderato ng Alkalde. Patuloy ang
pagtaas ng invesment sa ilalim ng pamunuan ni Estrada. (BONG SON)
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Henderson Land

Erap all-out support kay Sec. Cimatu
sa Manila Bay Rehab

ALL-OUT support si Manila Mayor Joseph
Estrada kina Pangulong Rodrigo Duterte at kay
Secretary Roy Cimatu sa kampanyang linisin ang
Manila Bay.

Ayon kay Mayor Joseph Estrada, Iahat ng
tulong na maipagkakaloob ng pamahalaang
lungsod sa DENR ay agad na ibibigay upang
mas maging madali ang 1mplementasyon ng
programa.

" Kasabay ng pagsisimula ng c]ean-up drive,

inaasahan din ang paglalabas ni Cimatu ng
listahan ng mga establisimiyento na walang
Sewage Treatment Plants (STP) bukod pa ang
pagtukoy sa mga pagmumultahin at papatawan
ng parusa. i

Tiniyak ni Estrada na 100 porsiyénto ang

ang violators na nagtatapon ng maruming tubig
sa Manila Bay.

Ayon kay Estrada, matagal nang dapat
isinailalim sa rehabilitasyon ang Manila Bay na
isa sa mga pangunahing pasyalan ng publiko
upang makita ang pagsikat at paglubog ng
araw.

Inatasan din ng alkalde ang contingent
team ng Maymla na magkaroon ng malawak
na partisipisasyon sa paglilinis ng Manila
Bay.

Makailang ulit nang nagsagawa ng paglilinis
ang city government sa baywalk at mahigpit na
itong pinabantayan ni Mayor Estrada upang
matiyak na walang makapananatiling vendors
at illegal settlers na magiging sagabal sa

programa.

kanyang suporta sa clean-up drive at parusahan
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ALL out support si Manila Mayor Joseph Estrada kina Pangu-
long Rody Duteric at kay DENR Scerctary Roy Cimatu sh kampan-
yang malittis ang Manitn Bay na_ innasahang magsisimuln ngayong
araw ang cleanup drive. T : '

Ayon kay Mayor Estrada, lohat ng tulong na maipagkakaloob ng
maging madali ang implementasyon ng programa.

-Kasabay ng pagsisimula ng cleanup drive. kahapoen, inaasahan din
ang paglalabas ni Secretary Cimatu ng listahdn ng mgn establisimiento

pamahataang lungsod sa DENR, ksagnd nitong ibibigay upang mas -

na walang Sewage Treatment Plants (STP) bukod pa ang-paglukoy ;

sa miga pagmumultehin’at papaiawan hg parusa. .. ¢
Tiniyak ni Mayor' Estrada na 100 porsiyento ang kanyang suporia

& DENR na parusahan ang mga violators ni ‘nagtatapon-ng mga’

maruming tubig sa Manila Bay. - L Lo
Ayon kay, Estrads,’ matagal ‘nang dapat isinailaliin sa rchabilita-
syon. ang Manila .Bay na isa sa mga pangunahing pasyalan ng publi-
ko upang, makita nni pagsikat at paglubog ng araw. .
Inatasan din ng alkatde ang contigent team ng Maynila na magka-

rodn ng matawak na pantisipisasyon na paglilinis ng Manila Bay.

(Jocelyn Domenden/Leonard Bastilo)
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Hindi lang
Manila Zoo
ang dapat ipasara

OSITIBO si Environment Sec. Roy Cimatu | ' flangon malini
P na makakaya niyang linisin ang mgkasaysa- : Kai : malinis
Yang Manila Bay. Gusto niyang umpisahan ito sa ang'“Bang
Ialong madaling panahon. Nang inspeksiyunin niya December.
ang mga estero na nakasubo sa Manila Bay noong
nakaraang linggo, natuklasan niyang ang Estero de.
San Antonio Abad sa Malate, Manila ang nagluluwa
ng mga dumi at basura, At ang mga dumii at basura
ay galing sa Manila Zoo. Kaya mabilis ang babala
niya sa management ng Manila Zoo na gumawa ng
sariling sewage treatment plant (STP) o kasuhan sila,
Ayon kay Cimatu, nakasaad sa batas na dapat may
sariling STPs ang lahat nang estabiisimento. Sa ilalim
ng Republic Act 9275 o ang Phi-lippine Clean Water
Act of 2004, nararapat na masiguro ang kalidad ng
tubig na dumadaloy sa Manila Bay. :

Dahil sa babala ni Cimatu, ipinasara ni Manila

mayor Joseph Estrada ang Manila Zoo. Susunod
umano sa direktiba na dapat ay mayroong STP ang
Manila Zoo. Sa pagpapasara, aminado na talagang
nagluluwa ng ntaruming tubig at basura ang Manila

~ Zoo sa Manila Bay. Dapat nga lang isara ito at tuparin
ang nakasaad sa batas, Kakatwa na kung hindi pa
nagkaroon ng direktiba sa DENR si President Duterte
na linisin ang Manila Bay, hindi matutuklasan na
pawang dumi ang isinusuka ng Manila Zoo, Mahigit
50 taon na ang Manila Zoo at ganite na rin kahaba
ang panahon na nagsusuka ito ng lason. Grahe!

" Kung naging matigas naman si Cimatu laban sa
Manila Zoo, dapat ganito rin ang ipakita niya laban -
sa iba pang nagpaparumi at nagsusuka ng lason sa
makasaysayang Manila Bay. Maraming nakapaligid
na establishments na wala ring STP at tapon na lang -
nang tapon ng kanilang dumi sa dagat. Walang ipi-
nagkaiba-sa Boracay na dinumihan ng mga walang
disiplinang resort owners. Pero dahil desidido si Ci-
matu,nagawa niyang linisin ang Boracay at binantaan
ang mga magdudumi roon.

Maraming malalaking establishments, pabrika,
hotel, malls ang nasa baybayin ng Manila Bay. Ito
ang dapat bigyang babala ni Cimatu sapagkat mas
makapangyarihan ang mga ito. Katiting lang ang Ma-
‘nila Zoo kung tutuusin, Kapag nagawa ni Cimatu na
banggain ang mga “higante” sa baybayin ng Manila .
Bay, pupurihin siya nang mamamayan. Hindi malili-
mutan ang kanyang pangalan at sasambit-sambitin

. magpakailanman.
1




BT s B e
X Srrarviecn; -:1'-'-'[-';'-}-|4 TR FAGE1  PATHIER  EQWOMIAL  CATIDON
= STATIE . [ o e

Cumniumrea 1o

b ATIveEs TATE LOVIER

ot FNIVLATIVES
S s
el T T T 28 'AN 701‘)
S A J 701"
DATE
PAGE _/

HHE:

i o, . %, ﬂ ‘ .. . . N ) N . % .

AL T 2 S e e 4 A
. N‘.{‘rur ™ 6!,- “Aw‘—h}i f ¥y .“E o e e oWt
BATTLE FOR MANILA AY: Volunteers clean up the shoreline of Maniia In a ‘solidarity walk’ to kick off the
rehabilitation of Manlia Bay yesterday. Story on Page 12. WALTER BOLLOZDS
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CLEANUP KICK-OFF. DENR Secretary
Roy Cimatu orders the closure of three
establishments near Manila bay—Aristocrat,
Gloria Maris and Esplanade—that have
been found to have violated water disposal
regulations as the Manila bay rehabllitation
program kicks off. Norman Cruz
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PHOTO BY RHOY COBILLA

Clean-up. Cops participate in the clean-up of the Manlla Bay Initiated by the Department of Environment and Natura! Resources.
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All hands on deck Voluntaers get help from i!’hilippine Coast Guard }élnits‘inadrive tocleanup ManilaBay. = -~ - - . | o
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“ DENR PHGTO

NATIONAL CAPITAL REGION: MANILA

#BattleforManilaBay

Manila Bay — long been famous for its beautiful sunset but

in recent years has become notorious for the garbage -- Is
getting rehabilitated with a government multi-agency task

“force leading the job. The rehabilitation program was launched -
Suriday, Jan, 27, with a solidarity walk (bottom photo) joined by
the seretaries of the Departments of Environment and Natufal™
Resources, Tourism, Interior and Local Government, and Public
Works and Highways. Various sectors were also representéd,
including the police and military, and the youth. In this June
2018 photo (top), government workers clean up trash washed

¢

. . ashore after heavy rains. . .
1 . - -1 - -
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(DENR) Secretary Roy Cimatu (wala sa Iarawar;g.
Executive Director Jose Antdnio "Ka Pepeton”E.
Goilia ang defegasyon ng PRRC sa Manila Bay Rehabilitation Grand

PARA SAMANILA BAY — Pinangunahan nina Department of Environment
Pasig River Rehabilitation Commission (PRRC)
Goitia, at ng kanya

| sa Quirino Grandstand, Rizal Park, Maynila, Naniniwala ni Goitia na sa pagkakaisa ng fahat ng

peo ”
and Natural Resources

ng maybahay na si Cattleya
unching na ginanap kahapon

= mme—— . —

sektor masasagip ang dating magandang lawa na sentro ng turismo sa Metro Manila.
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K%)= SAVE MANILA
MANILA Bay rehab --- Nagsama-sama ang iba't ibang sektor ng gobyerno at

mga non-government organization sa‘Solidarity Walk’ para sa rehabilita-

syon ng Manila Bay na umarangkada kahapon. {Patrick Adalin}
X 3
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PARA SA MANILA BAY — Pinangunahan nina Department of Environment and
Natural Resources {DENR) Secretary Roy Cimatu {wala sa larawan), Pasig
River Rehabilitation Commission (PRRC) Executive Director Jose Antonio
‘Ka Pepeton’ E. Goitia, at ng kanyang maybahay na si Cattleya Goitia ang

delegasyon ng PRRC sa Mamla Bay Rehabllitation Grand Launching na gi-
; | ey ‘ nanap kahapon sa

_,,,' Quirino Grandstand,
= Rizal Park, Maynila. Na-
7. niniwala si-Goitia na sa
pagkakaisa ng lahat ng
LalF scktor lamang masasa-

s gip ang dating magan-
dang lawa na sentro ng
turismio.
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NAG-MARTSA si-Kihabaan ng Roxas Blvd,sa Maynild:kahapon sa pangun--
gunn-Ag Department of Enviromentsl arig.Nataral-Resources (DENR) Metro -
Manlly Dévelopmeni Authority (MMDA) Longsdd nigitMaynila, Armed Forces

of the BHilippines (AFP) PNP, BFP; DPWH; DOLE; Boy,Scbut LGU, NGO, atbp.

na mayitemiang “Let Us Save The Manila Bay™#a pagslsimula ng rehabitita-

syon ng Manlla Bay. : ! . -

»

(NAN RAMOS




UPPEP PAGEN BANNER  EDITORIAL  CARTC
’ I STORY 51087

PAGE LOWER

.

—_—
o
28 AN 2019

DATE

Department of Environment and Natural Resources
STRATEGIC COMMUNICATION INITIATIVES SERVICE

AvG Noavoewn sanc Paparacans Taca; oG oA Bassa
!

i
F

rill

- Al -l
7 o

PARA SA MANILA BAY Nakiisa sina (mula kaliwa) MMDA chairman
Danile lim, National Security Adviser Hermogenes C. Esperon, Jr.,
DPWH Secretary Mark Villar, DENR Sec. Roy Cimatu, Tourism Sec.
Bemadette Puyat, DILG Sec. Eduardo Afio, DND Secretary Delfin N.
Lorenzana at iba pang lokal na opisyal sa solidarity walk para sa Manila
S:ay rehabilitation. j ALI VICOY
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THE Metropolitan Waterworks and Sew-
erage System lauded the completion of the
P1.7 billion Paranaque Water Reclamation -
Facility, Maynilad Water’s largest' sewage
treatment plant in terms of processing ca-
pacity, as well as the city government’s 92
percent compliance rate in terms of sewer
connections that underscore the combined
efforts of all stakeholders in cleaning up
Manila Bay and other tributaries. "
“We are happy with the completion of’
this modern water reclamation facility
three years after it was started. 1 com-
mend both Maynilad and Paranaque City

L. Olivarez, Maynilad President and
CEO Ramoncito S. Fernandez, JICA of-
ficial Yoshio Wada, Development Bank
of the Philippines President and CEO
Cecilia Borromeo, and- other members
of the MWSS Board of Trustees.

“Thé success story of the Maynilad Wa-

ter Reclamation Facility completion and the
92 percent compliance rate of Paranaque

City to sewer connectivity including its
firm resolve 1o clear more than 5,000 out
of the 8,000 infornial seitlors living along
esteros and rivers in the city should now
become the template for all other local gov-

U RV NUUE St

STP project

for remaining steadfast in pushing for this
flagship project, despite protestations and
brickbats from motorists, as this project is
not only as means to comply to the Su-
preme Court mandamus to clean Manila
Bay but more so for the overall benefit of
the people,” said MWSS Administrator
Reynaldo V. Velasco. ~

" “Velasco made the statement after the

 formal opening of the new STP facility

in San Dionisio, Paranaque City the oth-
er day with MWSS Chairman Franklin
Demonteverde, MWSS RO Chief Pat-

-rick Ty, Paranaque City Mayor Edwin

‘ernment units covered by our concession-
aires.” Velasco said Paranaque City Mayor
‘Olivarez said “this is very importarit step
in our collective efforts to hejp you protect
our environment, which is one of the pil<
lars of governance agenda in the city' to
be business-friendly, and at the sarme time
environment-friendly” . -
Olivarez added that the start of opera-
tions of the Paranaque Water Reclama-
tion Facility is “timely” because of the
renewed drive to fast track the rehabili-
tation and clean up of Manila Bay led
by Environment Secretary Roy Cimatu.

City
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'Kamay na bakal ni Digong kailangan sa Maynilad, Manila Water

raw and unweated domestic .
wastewater, mainly fecal se-

PINAKIUSAPAN ng isang kon-
gresista si Pangulong Rodrigo
Duterte na obligahin ang
Maynilad Water Services Inc, at
Manila Water Co. Inc. na mag-
karcon ng mga sapat na waste-
water purifying facility.
Hanggang hindi tumatalima
ang Maynilad at Manila Water
ay patuloy ang kadugyutan. at
pambababoy sa Manila Bay,
ayon kay Senior Deputy Mino-
rity Leader at Buhay Parry-list
Rep. Lito Atenza.

“If the administration is

really determined to clean-

up and renew the bay once
and for all, then Malacafiang
should move to compel the two
private water concessionaires
in Metro Manila to deliver the
sewage treatment facilities that
they were supposed to build
and operate a long time ago,”
pahayag ni Atienza.

“President Rodrigo Duterte
is in an excellent position to
use his executive powers to

{

coerce compliance — so. that
both Manila Water Co. Inc. and
Maynilad Water Services Inc.
will finally provide adequate
sewage treatment plants,” pag-
bibigay-diin nito.

Iginiit ni Atienza na hindi

magtatagumpay ang rehabilita-
syon ng Manila. Bay hanggang
ito ay nagsisilbing pozo negro
ng buong Metro Manila.

“Up to now, everybody is in
denial of the fact that pretty
much all of Metro Manila's

wage, still gets flushed down
the toilet that is Manila Bay,”
ani Atienza. ’

Ang problerma aniya mata-
gal ng naniningil ang dalawa-
ng kompanya ng sanitation fee
sa mga konsyumer pero maliit
na sewage treatment plant la-
mang ang itinayo ng mga ito
para masabi lang -at palabasin
na sila ay complaint o tuma-
talima. {Aries Cano)
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P46B puru' su Bico! River Basin [ievelnpment Program

MULING bubtthayin ni Pangulong Ro-
diigo Duterte ang Bicol River Basin
Development Program (BRBDP) para
matugunan ang (uwinang pagbaha at
pagkasira ng mga panarim sa Albay, |

Camarines Sur at Camarines Norte sa -

Bicol. ;
Isa si Albay Rep. Joey Salceda sa’
mga unang natuwa sa balak na ito ng
Pangulo at sinabing magandang halint-
bawa ito ng isang ‘Disaster Risk Re-
duction-led sustainable development
initiative’. : ’

Sa pagbisita kamakailan matapos .

ang matinding pananalasa ng bagyong
Usman, nangako umano ang Pangulo na
popondohan ng pamahalaan ang mala-
wakang flood control program’ sa Bicol
ng P46 bityon mula sa ‘road user’s tax’

para matugunan ang problema sa lugar.

Napakagandang regalo umano it
sa mga Bicolano na imatapos ang 40
taon, bibigyan na ng pansin ang Bicol
River Basin (BRB). ]

Sa balangkas ng BRBDP na sinimulan
noong dekada 70, layunin ng parmaha-
laan na pasulungin ang BRB at gawing
bahagi ng- ‘mainstream national devel-
opment’ sa pamamagitan ng kom-
prehensibong programa kasama ang
‘iirigation development, watershed de-
velopment and flood control.” -

Punto ni Salceda, malaki ang poten-
syal na ambag ng BRB sa pambansang
kaunlaran, Sakop nito ang 317,103
ektaryang bukirin sa Albay, Camarines
Sur at Camarines Norte na ang 81% ay
bahain at sadyang binababaran ng baha.
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SlISPENIlEIl MINING FIRMS SIIBMIT HEHABII.ITATII]N PLANS

By Karl R. Ocampo
@kocampoINQ

Seven suspenced mining compa-

. nies have submitted their rehabil - -

itation plans to the Department
of Environment and Natural Re-
sources (DENR) as part of thei_r

bid to soon resume operations. |

Complying with the DENR
requirement are AAM-Phil Nat-
ural Resources and Develop-
ment Corp., Kromince Inc:;, Mt.
Sinai Mining Exploration and
Development Corp., Carrascal
Nickel Corp., Zambales Diversi-

fied Metals Corp., Strong Built

" Mining Development Corp. and

Emir Mineral Resources Corp.
Libjo Mining Corp.
Wellex Mining Corp., mean-
while, have yet to take any ac-
tion to lift their suspension.
Once these ‘plans are ap-

and

proved, the suspended mining
firms will be given six months
to resolve their violations be-
fore they are subjected to an-
other round of evaluation.

If they pass, then they
would be allowed to resume
mining operxations. INQ
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Mining group renews call for crackdown

onsmall-scale operations

By LOUISE MAUREEN SIMEON

following a landslide that bux-

The local mining industry is
urging the government anew
to crack down on small-scale
mining in the country amid
the latest landslide that killed
miners in Agusan del Norte.

The Chamber of Mines of
the Philippines (COMP) asked
the Duterte administration to
intensify its campaign against
illegal small-scale mining ac-
tivities after five miners died
while two others were missing

jied a bunkhouse in a remote

area in Mt. Manhupaw. ‘
The landslide was caused

by heavy rains brought by

the recent tropical depression '

Amang. A similar incident in
September 2018 also happened
in Benguet which killed nearly
‘100 individuals,

“Incidents like this can be
avoided if small-scale mining
activities, including their safe-
ty practices and environmental
performance, are closely moni-

tored under the Minahang
Bayan setup recognized by the
government,” COMP said.

The largely illegal small

scale operations with their
safety and environmental
problems are lumped together
with the formal large-scale
sector, which contribute to
the poor image of the entire
industry. '

“Their operations do not fol-
low the same siringent safety
and environment standards re-
quired of legitimate large-scale

mining operators,” COMP
said. )

It is estimated that more
than 60 percent of the gold
mined in the Philippines are
from unregulated small-scale
operations.

To address this, the Depart- .

ment of Environment and Nat-
ural Resources is already bent
on declaring more Minahang
Bayan in the country, which
centralizes the processing of
minerals within a zone where
the government will be able to

monitor gold production by
small-scale miners better.

1t helps the government curb
illegal mining and mutigate the
adverse environmental impacts
of indiscriminate mining opera-
tions in the country.

Only about 20 Minahang
Bayan, both nationally and
locally declared, operate 1n
the ecountry but more than 100
applications are pending with
the DENR and the Mines and
Geosciences Bureau. Major-
ity of these are in Cordillera,

-

Bicol, Compostela Valley and
Zamboanga.

Being largely fragmented,
small scale produces more than
the large scale industry but the
Philippines do not benefit from
them, in terms of taxation, as
they are not being regulated. -

The DENR is already craft-
ing a six-year roadmap for the
small-scale mining industry to
improve mechanisms, allow
them to be viable, improve the
system and enhance the exist-
ing guidelines. .
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ni NATS TABQY

ANG ‘MINING' NI
" SEN. LOREN, BOW

KATULAD ng ipinangako ko sa ating readers,
tinutukan ko ang napaulat na mining business ni
Sen. Loren Lagarda sa Lalawigan ng Antiqus.

Kung maalata po ninyo ay lumabas sa ating
pilak ang uko! sa Solar Para Sa Bayan Corpora-
tion na nag-apply ng super-franchise sa Kon-
greso na tinitingnan ng mga industry player na
magreresulta sa monopolya sa Industriya ng
solar at ito ngang umano'y mining business ni
Sen. Legarda sa Anlique ay [sang monopolya
rin, Tumatakbo sa aleksyon doon ang senadora
bagama't dayuhan siya roon. Ang opisyal na
address kast ni Sen. Legarda simula't simula pa
ay sa Malabon, ' ) '

Binanggit din natin ang pagkakasampa ng
kasong administratibo at graft faban kay Sen.
Legarda ukol sa pakikialam niya sa Mababang.
Kapulungan para rito sa Solar Para sa Bayan
Corporation na pagmamay-ari ng kanyang 25-
anyos na anak na si Leandro Leviste, Inaakusa- , ,
han -ng Philippine Rural Electric Cooperatives .
(PHILAECA) at ng National Association of Ge-
neral Managers of Electric Cooperatives (NAG- .
MEC) na wata namang kakayahan ang kompan- ‘
ya ng anak ni Sen. Legarda para mag-service
) s& mga unserved communities se bansa, .

Nakagugulat malaman na may mining busi-
ness pata sl Sen. Legarda sa Antique. Natukla-
san pang monopolya raw talaga ang mining busl-
ness ni Sen. Legarda sa Antique.

Ang sabi ng mga impormante, inagngkin ni
Sen, Legarda ang lahat ng proyakto ng national
government sa Antique.

“A ganun po ba, e kumusta naman po 'yung
mining business ni senadora?” ang tanong ko
sa impormante. Yun na nga po. sir, ang mining
business ni Sen. Legarda,” sagot naman sa akin.

Medyo nalito ako sa kanilang tinuran at na-
halata yata nila na ako'y medyo natigilan,

““E kasi po sir, ang sinasabi ni Sen. Legarda
sa amin e ‘Al the projects of Department of
Agriculture Sec. Manny Pinol in Antique like the
fish-landing facllities, ‘free fishing boats and
dairy preduction project are MINE,™ pahayag
umano ni Sen. Legarda sa kanila. -l

"E MINING nga pala talagaf," ayonko, *

*Hindi lang po iyon sir, pati po lahat ng mga
projects ni Labor Sec. BebotlBelio katulad ng
TUPAD (Tulong Panghanapbuhay para sa ating
DisadVantaged/DISplaced Wofkers) Program at )
cash-for-work programs ni DPWH Sec. Mark
Villar at DSWD Sec. Rolande-Bautista at AICS ’ a
(Aid to Individuals In Crisis Situation) Fund, ang
sabi man po nl Sen. Legarda, ‘Those are all
MINE, " pahayag nila. o

"E MINING nga pala talaga at MONOPOLYA
ha,” tugon ko naman, .

“Hindi lang ‘yun sir,” sambit nila. “Ha?" pag-
kagulat ko naman. “Msron pa?”

“Opo sir, 'yung college scholarship sa aming
mga kabataan sa Antique sa ilalim ng batas na
Inakda nila Sen. Ralph Recta, Sen. Chiz Escud-
ero, Sen. Sherwin Gatchaliah at Cong. Paolo
. Javier ang R.A. 10931 na nagtatakda ng pondo
. taon-taon para sa Free College Education, ang

" sabi nl Sen. Legarda sa amin, Those scholar-
ships are all MINE!' ‘Yan po ang laging sinasabi '
sa amin ni Sen. Legarda,” pahayag nila. i

"Aba, aba, abuso ‘yun a, MINING talaga pala,” i
sambit ko naman.

Nakupo, Loren...L.oren buking ka palal .. '

— e — —
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Power firm to rehabilitate Boracay wetland

BY JED MACAPAGAL

- MALAY, Aklan - Lopez-led pova;er
generation firm Energy Develop-
ment Corp: (EDC) is investing

P10 million in its effort to re- -

habilitate its adopted wetland in
Boracay Island to tutn it into an
.eco-tourism park.

The adopted 7.79-hectare
Wetland No. 2 located bere is one
of the nine wetlands in the island
identified by the Department of
Environment and Natural Re-
sources. (DENR) where environ-
mental rehabilitation is needed as
it was originally a brackish water
swamp that has been turned into a
construction dump over the years,

EDC is developing it to be-
come the Boracay Wetland Con-
servation Park (BWCP) to serve
as an arboretum for threatened
native tree species under the
BINHI reforestation and greening
inttiative,

“Under our memorandum of

agreement with the DENR, the

BWCP is a three-year project. We
plan to invest P10 million dur-
ing this period. Aside from the
walkway and view deck, a visitor
information center and other visi-
tot amenities will be built here in
the future,” said Allan Barcena,
EDC cotporate social responsibil-
ity head.

Barcena said after the three-year
period, the project will be turned

of birqs.

over to the DENR and the loecal
govetiment.

After an assessment of endemic
flora and fauna in the location,
EDC also planted the appropti-
ate native tree species that will
thrive in a wetland environment
and that.can support marine and

land animals already existing in the .
area, which is home to rare plants

including Sander’s Alocasia, Narra,
Ipil, Kubi, Antpolo, Isis, Sakat,
Balakat and Bakavan Dagat. - -

“Last year, we’ve spent P3 mil-
lion for the initial efforts. This yeat,

the target is to build an informa- -

tion center and other investments
worth another P3 million. For the

third year, what We are planning -

is probably for the restoration
of water systems here,” Barcena
further expressed.

At present, visitors can also
comumutne with nature from the
scenic view deck and delight in ob-
serving local and migratory birds.

Meanwhile, Al Orolfo, DENR
deputy ground commander for

the task force leading Botacay’s -

rehabilitation, said out of the nine
available wetlands for rehabilita-
tion, four are already partnered
with private firms for restoration
including EDC’s.,

“Fach wetland has a different
feature. EDC’s, wetland is more

" for bird watching and tree parks.

Others are more of a lake, urban

The viewing deck constructed in the center of Wetland No. 2 that will also be improved to become a possible nesting ground

linear parks and for eco-tourism
purposes... The ultdmate goal is to
develop all wetlands to become an
alternative attraction aside from
the beach,” Orolfo said.

He added that to sustain the ef-
forts afier the wetands are turned
.over to the DENR and the local
government, locals are being trained
to become partners as tour guides
and tour operators for the projects.

EDC is-the country’s larg-
est prodicer of geothermal en-
ergy with a total capacity of 1,169
megawatts (MW). Aside from
geothermal, the company’s port-
folio includes 150 MW of wind,
132 MYV of hydro and 7 MW of
solar energy.

CARTQOH
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EDC continues P10-M rehab of wetland in Boracay

OPEZ-LED Energy Develop-
ment Corp. (EDC) is on its

second year of Implementing

aP10-million rehabwork program
of its adopted wetland in Boracay |

island.

“The first-year spendlng is P3 -

million for planting, signage, walk-
way and view deck. For this year,
our target is to have a tourist info
center for around P3 million,” said
Allan V. Barcena, EDC Corporate
Social Responsibility head.
The EDC adopted the 7.79-hect-
are Wetland No. 2, one of the nine
wetlandsin the islandidentifiedby

the Department of Environment

and Natural Resources where envi-
ronmental rehabilitationis needed.

It is developing Wetland No. 2
into the Boracay Wetland Conser-
vation Park (BWCP) to serve as an
arhoretum for threatened native-
tree species under the Binhi refor-

estation and greening initiative.
The project was inaugurated in
October 2018, coinciding with the
island’s reopening.

Just southwest of Diniwid beach

" is abrackish water swamp thathas

beeén turned into a corstruction
dump over the years.

" In support of the government’s
continuous rehabilitation efforts
aswellas to further stimulate eco-
tourism, EDC has entered into a
partnersh1pw1ththe DENRtobring

thegeothermalenergyleader’s flag-

ship environmental program Binhi

" to Boracay.

“Ouragreementwith DENRisto
rehabilitate the area in three years
then turnitoverto the DENRwhich
will then manage it together with
the LGU [local government unit].
The.BWCP is a three-year project.
We plan to invest P10 million dur-
ing this period,” added Barcena.’

The EDC is the largest diversi-
fied renewable-energy firm in the
country, with installed total capac-
ity of 1,456.8 megawatts (MW) of
purely renewable energy. Binhi is
the company’s forest-restoration
program that prioritizes the prop-
agation of 96 identified rare and
threatened native-tree species.

Now on its 10th year, the Binhi
programhas reforested 9,196 hect-
ares across EDC’s geothermal sites
in Leyte, Bicol, Negros Oriental
and North Cotabate. Additionally,
to help further propagate these
native-tree species, Binhinow has
162 partners across 16 regions in
the country.

As of 2018, Binhi has effectlvely

_ helped EDCattainacarbon-negative
status. In its sustainability report, -
EDC’sgeothermalreservationshave -

effectively absorbed 970,472 tons of
carbon dioxide. lenielecura
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dead

-~ thousands displaced

No storm, but cold front brings rains, lahdslides, floods to southern Mindanao

DAVAO CITY-Two people
have died and another was
missing as flooding and land-
slides hit a large part of south-
ern Mindanac due to continu-
ing rains brought by a cold
front over the region starting
on Saturday, disaster and local
officials on Sunday said.

Randy Loy, provincial disas-
ter action officer of Com-
postela Valley, identified the
casualties as Dennis Pesadilla
and Rommel Gogo who died in
a landslide in the towns of
Compostela and Montevista as
moderate to heavy rains
pounded the province since
Saturday morning.

Pesadilla was killed in a
landslide at the mining village
of Ngan in Compostela past

4 p-m. while Gogo was killed
when a portion of a hill col-
lapsed at the village of Tapia al-
s0 in Montevista town.

_12-year-old Krise! Hermo-

sura rematned missing after
she was swept away by waters
from the Handurumog River
which overflowed its banks in
Nabunturan town past nocn on
Saturday. .

Failed rescue

Her grandmother was hurt
while trying to rescue Krisel,
according to Loy.

By 2 a.m. on Sunday, at least
go7 families from six of the
province's 11 towns have fled to
safer grounds.

They came from Monkayo,
Laak, Compostela, Montevista,

New Bataan and Maco towns.
Landslides toppled electric
posts.in parts of Monkayo, ren-
dering the town without power
until Sunday, the Davao del

Norte Electric Cooperative
said.
Landslides also blocked

portions of the Pan-Philippine
Highway, particularly in Tapia,
Montevista.

The highway has since been
cleared . of debris and became
passable to all vehicles by
6 a.m, on Sunday.

In Davao del Norte, a man -
was pulled alive by rescuers
following a landslide in Monte
Dujali, San Isidro town, the
Davao del Norte provincial dis-
aster risk reduction and man-
agement office said on Sunday.

The unidentified man was

treated for injuries at the Kapa-

long District Hospital.

Evacuation
On Sunday, at least 23,636
families were displaced by the
flooding in Davao del Norte, ac-
cording to disaster monitoring
officials.

There were also reports of

infrastructure damage, Two
bridges collapsed in the villages
of Limbaan and Mambing in
New Corella town.

In Davao Oriental, soldiers
and rescue workers helped
evacuate at least 112 families at
sik villages near the Aragon
Dam in Cateel town which was
threatened by flooding, accord-
ing to Karen Deloso, provincial

information officer.

Deloso said the provincial
government had prepared
some 1,000 food packs and oth-
er goods for evacuees.

More rains
In Davao City, at least 1,050
residents of the villages of
Lasang and Bunawan have
been moved ta safer grounds,
said Leslie Francisco, Office of
Civil Defense scuthern Min-
danao spokesperson,
The bad weather was ex-
pected to prevail until Monday.
State meteorologists and
disaster officials warned of
moderate to heavy rainfail last-
ing for several days. —REPORTS
FROM FRINSTON LIM AND MART
SAMBALUD NG
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Deadly weather: 2 dead,
thousands displaced

DAVAQ CITY—Two people
have dicd and another was
missing as {looding and

Tanlslides hit a large part of

southern Mindanae due o
continuing raios brought by
a cold fromt over the region
s Hlll'l“ vl \li\lldl\. -
ter and local officials on

Randy Loy, provincial
disaster action officer of
Compostela Valley, identi-

{ied the casualties as Dennis
Pesadilla and Rommel Gogo
who died in a fandslide in

the towns of Compostela
aiwl Montevista as muoderate
1o heavy ritins pounded the

Stistclay said.

>>PAGE 2

>>PAGE 1: DEADLY WEATHER: 2 DEAD, THOUSANDS DISPLACED \

province since Saturday
morning.
Pesadilla was killed in

" a landslide at the mining

village of Ngan in Com-
postela past 4 p.m. while
Gogo was killed when a
portion of a hill collapsed
at the village of Tapia also
in Montevista town.

Twelve-year-old Krisel
Hermosura remained
missing after she was
swept away by waters
from the Handurumog
River which overflowed
its banks in Nabunturan
town past noon on Satur-
day.

Failed rescue

Her grandmother was

hurt while trying to res-
cue Krisel, according to
Loy.

By 2 a.m. on Sunday, at
least 907 families from six
of the province's 11 towns
have fled to safer grounds.

They came from
Monlgayo, Laak, Com-
postela, Montevista, New
Bataan and Maco towns.

Landslides toppled
electric posts in parts of
Monkayo, rendering the
town without power until
Sunday, the Davao del
Norte Electric Coopera-
tive said,

Landslides also blocked
portions of Pan-Philippine
Highway, particularly in

Tapia, Montevista,

The highway has since
been cleared of debris and
becamne passable to all vehi-
cles by 6 a.m. on Sunday.

In Davao del Norte, a
man was puiled alive by
rescuers following a land-
slide in Monte Dujali, San
Isidro town, the Davao

‘del Norte provincial dis-

aster risk reduction man-
agement office said on
Sunday.

The umdentlﬁed man
was being treated for in-
juries at the Kapalong
District Hospital.

' Evacuation

|On Sunday, at least
23,636 families had been

i

dlsplaced by the flooding
in Davao del Norte, ac-
cording to disaster moni-
toring officials.

There were also re-
ports of infrastructure
damage. Two bridges col-
lapsed in the villages of
Limbaan and Mambing
in New Corella town.

In Davao Oriental,
soldiers and rescue work-
ers helped evacuate at
least 112 families at six
villages near the Aragon
Dam in Catee!l town
which was threatened by
flooding, according to
Karen Deloso, provincial
information officer.

Deloso said the

provincial government
had prepared some 1,000
faod packs and other
goods for evacuees,

More rains

In Davao City, at least
1,050 residents of the vil-
lages of Lasang and
Bunawan have been moved
to safer grounds, said Leslie
Francisco, Office of the Civ-
il Defense Southern Min-
danao spokesperson.

The bad weather was
expected to prevail until
Monday. ‘

State meteorologists
and disaster officials
warned of moderate to
heavy rainfall lasting for
several days. — Inquirer
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PAGASA
warns of
flooding,

landslides

" Weather forecasters yesterday
warned of possible flooding and

Jandslides in Mindanac due to

heavy rains spawned by the tail-
end of a cold front.

- According to the Philippine Af-
mospheric, Geophysical, and As-
tronomical Services Administra-

tion, the tail-end of a cold front.

will bring cloudy skies with scat-
tered rain showers and-thunder-
storms over Mindanao. .

Scattered light” to moderate with
at times heavy ralns could trigger
flash floods or landslldes espe-
cially in Iow-lymg or mountainous
areas. 8

A general -flood advisory was
issued by PAGASA yesterday as
some provinces’in Mindanao may
be affected by floods. These are
Dinagat Islands, Surigao del Norte,
Agusanr: del Sur, Surigao del Sur,

‘Agusan del Norte; Davao del Sur,

Davao Oriental, Davao del Norte,

Compostela Valley, Davao Occi--

dental, Camiguin; Misamis Orieri-
tal, Misamis Qccidental, Buk|dnon
and Lanao del Norte.

On the other hand the north-
east monsoon of “amihan” will
bring cloudy skres, with light rains
over Cagayan Valley, Cordillera
Administrative Region, Bicol, Au-
rora, Quezon, and Visayas.

Meanwhile, the Compostela Valley
Provincial Disaster Risk Reduction
Office reported that two persons
were killed while ohe is missing due
to the rains from jthe tail-end of a

.cold front in the province.

PDRRMO head Joseph Randy
Loy identified the' vittims as Rom-

mel Gogo, 28, and’ Dennis Pesa-

dilla and the 'r'nissing as Krisel Her-

mosora, 12. {Ellalyn V. Ruizand |

Armando Fenequito Jr.)
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2 NALIBING NANG BUHAY SA LANDSLIDE

DALAWA ang nasawi
habang isang batang
" babae ang patuloy na
pinaghahanap kasunod
ng mga pagbhaha at
pagguho sa malaking
bahagi ng Katimugang
Mindanao na epekto ng
walang tigil na pag-ulan.

" Hanggang kahapon,
maraming lugar sa Min-
danao ang nakararanas ng
pag-ulan na dulot ng tail
end of a cold frontna pina-
lakas g hanging Amihan.
Ayon kay Randy Loy,
provincial disaster ac-
tion officer ng Com-
postela Valley, nasawi

sina Dennis Pesadilla at
Rommel Gogo sa pag-
guho sa Compostela at
Montevista.

Alas-4:00 ng hapon
nang matabunan nang
buhay si Pesadilla sa
minahan sa Bgy. Ngan
sa Compostela habang
natabunan ng lupa sa
pagguho sa Bgy. Tapia,
Montevista st Gogo.

Hinahanap parin ang
12-anyos na si Krisel
Hermosura nang tanga-
yin ng rumagasang tubig
mula sa Handurumog
River sa Nabunturan. -

Sugatan naman ang -
LS T L R B AT

OV ARYAA Y s Tt

lola ng bata nang tangkain

. nitong tligtas ang apo.

Samantala, hindi
bababa sa 900 pamilya o
katumbas ng halos 2,000
indibidwal ang inilikas
mula sa 11 bayan sa
Compostela Velley.

Nasa 3,119 residen-
te naman ang inilikas sa
Davao del Norte dahil sa
pagbaha. Dalawang tulay
din sa mga barangay ng
Limbaan at Mambing sa
New Corella ang nasira.

Libu-libong pamilya
rin ang inilikas sa Davao
QOriental at Davao City. .

(Jeff Tumbado

[ —— — ————— —— —— — —— -
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- DOT, industry stakeholders

By CATHERINE TALAVERA

The Departiment of Tourism
(DOT) and industry stakehold-
ers have agreed to push for farm
tourism as a product under the

National Tourism Development .

Plan(NTDP), Tourism Secretary
Bernadette Romiulo-Puyat said.
“We all agreed to make farm
tourism a tourism product,” Puyat
told The STAR when asked about
the outcome of the NTDP review
consultation meeting last week.
- The DOT earlier emphasized
that the development of farm

tourism will provide a dependable
source of income for Filipinos in.

their locales and.is vital to coun-
tryside development.

“Other than that, it was all sug-
gestions and recommendations by
the private sectorI plan to maybe
meet them more regularly,” Puyat
said. - :

Puyat spearheaded the NTDP
2016-2022 review on Thursday
that aims to reassess the NTDP

targets and DOT's strategic action ,
programs to make them more com-

petitive, inclusive and sustainable.
“During this mid-term review,
we must together revisit the goals

set during the inception of the plan

and determine which components
need fine-tuning and which ones
are working wonders as drawn,”
Puyat said.

“We have exceeded many of the
NTDP targets, from our sector’s

contribution to the Gross Domestic
Product or GDP, to our Domestic '
Arrivals. So I encourage all of you
here to give your take in setting
new industry goals,” she added.

The NTDP midterm assessment
was attended by DOT officials,
tourism stakeholders and partners
from the private sector.”

In 2018, the DOT fell short of
reaching its 7.4 million foreign ar-
rivals target under the NTDP as it
registered 7.1 million arrivals. The
figure, however, was an all time
high for the country, posting a 7.65
percent rise from the 6.6 million
foreign arrivals in 2017, . ,

Based on the current NTDE, the
DOT is targeting to hit a:fbtal of 8.2
million foreign arrivals'this year,

Puyat earlier said tHey would

push farm tourism

probably revise this target as

the  closure of Boracay affected

arrivals numbers, adding that

having a carrying capacity would

definitely affect arrivals since it
- would be unlike before when any

amount.of tourists could enter the
- island at a given time.

The Department of Environ-
ment and Natural Resources
(DENR) earliér commissioned a
study on the carrying capacity
of Boracay, which found that the
island and its swimming areas can
only support 55,757 people per

- day. This is composed of 36,542 of
residents and workers arid 19,215
tourists,. wi th-6,405 tourists al-
lowed to.enter the'isiand per day.
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‘Ambitious’ reclamation proj

‘Bacoor’s ‘tahong’ industry—Pamalakaya

By JoNATHAN L. MAYUGA
¥ @jonlmayuga

NATIONAL organization of
Asmall fishermen has accused
the Revilla clan of Cavite of
“killing” the local tahong industry
in Bacoor by pursuing ambitious
multibillion-peso land-reclamation
projects.
The Pambansang Lakas ng Kilu-
sang Mamamalakaya ng Pilipinas
(Pamalakaya) chided Bacoor Mayor

“While Méyor Mercado-Revilla
has bragged about the ‘development’
these reclamation projects would
bring to her town, she forgot to men-
tion the devastating impact it will
inflict to thousands of fishing and
coastalfamilies who will be displaced
in exchange for her dream to install
a commercial and business district
[CBD] in Manila Bay that according
toher, would be bigger than the Boni-
facio Global City [BGC],” Hicap said.

Pamalakaya lamented that only

——- %

Lani Mercado Revilla for trying to
reclaim a total of 420 hectares of
Manila Bay in the town of Bacoor,
Cavite. , :

“Whatever dream the Revilla po-
litical clan hasin Bacoor, they should
spare our mussel {tahong] farms
and moreover, our figshing rights
and community,” Fernando Hicap,
national chairman of Pamalakaya,
said in a statement. "

Last Thursday, Pamalakaya’s mu-
nicipal chapter, the Alyansa ng mga

300 hectares of Bacoor's 700-hectare
municipal waters will be left once the
reclamation pushes through.

In a separate statement, Myrna
Candinato, president of Alyansa ng
mga Magdaragat sa Bacoorand a mus-
sel grower in Barangay Maliksi IIf said
withtheplannedreclamation, thelocal
government unit will “kill” the tahong
industry in the town.

“TheRevillasareliterallykillingthe
tahongindustryin Bacoorbyplanninga
massiveejectment of musselfarmsand

S

Magdaragat sa Bacoor picketed the
Public Scoping assembly held by the
Department of Environment and
Natural Resources at the Bacoor
City Hall Gymnasium to protest the
planned land reclamation.

The proponent presented two
reclamation projects; the 100-hect-
are Diamond Reclamation and De-
velopment Project that costs P13.5
billion, and the 320-hectare Bacoor

Reclamation and Development Proj-

ect amounting to P42 billion.

displacement of thousands of mussel
growers ta pave way for reclamation

" projects,” Candinato said.

“We don't want to be relocated
to far-flung settlement areas where
there are no livelihood and basic so-
cial services nearby. We call on the
public to support the struggle of
Bacoor fishers and coastal residents
against this evident sellout and de-

- struction of our municipal waters

being carried out by the local gov-
ernment unit itself,” she added.
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CA clears Pasig mayor
in case filed by oil firm

BY ASHZEL HACHERO

THE Court of Appea.ls has cleared
Pasig City Mayor Roberto Eusebio
and other city officials in an admin-
istrative case filed over the closure of
an Eastern Petroleumn depotin 2017,
In its decision promulgated last
January 22, the appellate court’s Fifth
Division dismissed the motion filed
by the oil firm secking a reversal of
the April 25, 2018 ruling of the Of-
fice of the Ombudsman that junked
its complaint against Busebio for

viclation of the Code of Conduct

and Ethical Standards for Public
Officials and Employees and the
Anti-Graft and Corrupt Practices
Act against local officials.

The ruling, penned by Associate
Justice Samuel Gaerlan, upheld the
Ombudsman’s findings that Eastern
Petroleumn “availed of the wrong
tetnedy” when it sought reversal of
the latter’s ruling via an ordinary appeal
under Rule 43 of the Rules of Court.

It explained that Ombudsman
tulings can no longer be the subjéct
of an ordinary appeal since dismissal
of administrative case is considered
final and executory under the rules
of the anti-graft office.

“There are only two instances
where a deciston of the Ombuds-
man in administrative cases is con-
sidered as final and unappealable
and, thus, immediately executory:’
first, when the respondent is ab-
solved of the charge; and secbndd,.

!

i |
r

1

e,

in case of convicton, where the
penalty imposed is public censure or
reprimand, suspension of not more
than one month, or a fine equivalent to
one tmonth salary,” the CA ruling said.

Instead of an ordinary appeal, the
appellate court said Eastern Petro-
lenm’s remedy should have been to
file a petition for certiorari to prove
whether the Ombudsman commit-
ted grave abuse of discretion when
it ruled in favor of Busebio.

“Left without any remedy in the
ordinary course of law, petitioner
should have, instead, resorted di-
rectly to this Couit via a petition

for certiorari under Rule 65 of the

Rules of Court,” the CA added,

Apart from Eusebio, also cleared
in the same administrative case
were city legal office chief Atty.
Christian Villar, city environment
and natural resources office chief
Raquel Naciongayo, action plan
chief of operations Bong De
Leon, business permit chief Ma.
Thetesa Hernandez, and licensing
officer Melanie De Mesa.

The case stemmed from the
order of Eusebio ordering the clo-
sure of Eastern Petroleumn’s depot
in 2017 in the wake of complaints
filed by residents about the foul
smell emanating from the faciliry.

Eastern Petroleum said the
closure was illegal, adding it had
complied with the reqiiirement of
the city 'government such as fire
safety inspection certificate and the
permit to operate from the DENR

wh.tch it added was valid until 2021
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NPDC gets ISO certification

THENational Parks ljevelopment Committee {(NPDC)
arinounced it has ' been awardéd its ISO certification

through the Worldwide Quality Assurance (WQA)
" Philippines, an accredited certification body. of the
International Organization for Standardization (150)..

. NPDC executive director Penelope Belmonte said
the award came as a significant step towards realizing
the agency’s vision of institutionalizing the agency’s

_processes and to further ensure quality stahdards. -

“Moreover, the NPDC has put in place a clear and

well-crafted quality policy which will now serve -as-

piration and motivation for its employees and the
agency,” Belmonte said. . - )

The NPDC added that it is also committed to contin-
uously imiprove the effectiveness of its Quality Manage-
menf System in .adherence to the principles of good
governance, - :

“With the establishment of quality standards in its
processes, the agency is ensured that the level of compli-
ance in the delivery of its services will be consistent and
continuious,” Belmonte noted. .

Belmonte said the certification will serve as an inspi-
ration to better deliver NPDC’s mandate to develop,
preserve and manage Rizal Park, Paco Park and other

———— — —— —

y
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'NPDC ISO certi

INIHAYAG kahapon ng
National Parks Development
Committee (NPDC) na igina-
wad ang 1SO 9001:2015
certification sa pamama-
gitan ng Worldwide Quality
Assurance {(WQA) Philip-
pines, isang accredited
cerlification body ng Inter-
national Organization for
Standardization (150).
Ayon kay NPDC exe-
cutive director: Penelope
Belmontey ang ndsabing
award ay isang mahalagang
hakbang patingo sa plano
ng .ahensiya na maging
institutionalized ang mga
,proseéso nito atupang pala:
wigin ahg quality standards.

w iaMoreover, the NPDC' Paco Park atiba pang urban -

"hés putin place a clear and
well-crafted quality policy
which will now serve as

mahala.

"With the éstablishment
of quality standards in its
processes, {the agency is
ensured that the level of
compliance in the delivery of
its services will be con-
sistent and continuous.
Moreover, the agency will
malntain customer satis-
faction through regular
monitoring and improvement
of services,” ani Belmonte.

* |dinagdag na ang ba-
gong certification ay
magsisilbing inspirasyon
upang ang NPDC ay lalong
makasunecd sa mandato nito
na i-develop, -preserve at
i-manage ang Rizal Park,

o open parks na maaaring i-
assign sa kanila sa pama-
magitan ng pag-aalaga at

inspiration and motivation for pagpapanatili ng world-

its.employees and the
agency,” ani Belmonte.
Desidido aniya ang
NPDC na patuloy na garan-
tiyahan ang pagiging epek-

class parks, pagsasabuhay
ng Filipino family values, at
patriotism sa national
heritage, arts at cullure,
pagmamantina ng tahimik at

tibo ng kanilang quality ligiasna liwasan at paglikha

management system at
mananatiling tapat sa
prinsipyo ng mabuting pama-

|
|

ng mayaman at "satisfying
experience” para sa
pubiiko.

*These services are
delivered by employees
who are nationalistic,
expents in their field, skilled
and friendly through a
conducive, automated and
well-equipped working
environment,” ani Belmonte.

.Ang NPDC ay isang

government agency na’

naatasang mag-alaga ng
nationa! parks sa Filipinas.
Ito ay nilikha noong 14
Enero 1963 sa pamamagitan
ng Executive Order 30
upang i-develop ati-maintain
ang national parks partikular
ang" Rizal ‘Rark o’Luneta,
Paco Park, Pook ni Maria

* Makiling at Bumham Park. -

Ang SO, ang nagde-
develop ng mga pamantayan
upang i-certify ang mga
negosyo © organisasyon,
sa itinatakda nilang criteria
upang masunod ang ilang
quality management prin-
ciples.

Tumutulong din .ito
upang higit na maging maga-
ling at maayos para 5a mas
mahusay na ‘cusltomer
satisfaction.’

{BRIAN BILASANO)

fied na
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ABOITIZ DEBUTS WATER BUSINESS AT THE 2019 IWA CONFERENCE: Aboitiz
InfraCapital Inc., the fifth leg and newest business venture of the Ahcitiz Group, is‘optimistic on the
opportunities the water space has to offer. Aboitiz InfraCapital Water Business head and Apo Agua
president Roman Azanza lll sald the company Is beefing up its water Rortfollo in the next few years

and will continue to provide Innovative infrastructure solutions that will help sustaln the country’s eco-
nomic growth.The business unit made its debut at the recently-concluded *10th Specialist Conference
on Efficlent Urban Water Management' held at the Marriott Hotel in Pasay City. The Aboitiz InfraCapital
delegation, led by business water head and Apec Agua president Roman Azanza lll (5th from. right),
with DENR Secretary Roy Cimatu (7th from left). To Cimatu’s right are Aboitiz InfraCaplital's VP Jimho
Reverente and AVPs-business development Jay Hernandez and Jay Gatmaitan.
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BFAR told to regulate fishpens,
not ban total harvest of tawilis

E&E,\:L By ELLALYN DE VERA-RUIZ 7. ]

local flsherfolk group urged',
the Bureau of Fisheries and

Aquatic Resources (BFAR)
to regulate fishpen struc-

tures instead of i imposing fishing ban'

on Sardinella tawilis following reports
that the only freshwater sardine in the

world is already heing threatened with -

extinction, )
“Instead of comprehensively and

hollstlcally addressing the shortage .

of tawilis, (BFAR) Director (Eduardo)
Gongona is resorting to a futile solution,
that will obvmusly put the livelihood of
_small fisherfolk at stake,” Pambansang
Lakas ng Kilisang Mamamalakaya ng
Pilipinas (Pamalakaya) national chair-

person Fernando chap said. ‘
“Wereiterate thatit's the unsustain-
able aguaculture practices in Taal Lake,

such as unregulated expansion of fish-
" pens that cause such kind of ecological
.imbalance,” he added.

Based on a study of the Interna-
tional Union for Conservation of Nature

(TUCN), tawilis is now endangered due .

to overfishing, illegal use of active fish-
ing gears, proliferation of fish cages,

- and deterioration of water quality. ,
Hicap $aid fish pen ‘structures that

culture bioinvasive fish species do not

only pollute and decongest the lake, but -

“pave way for an invasive fish species to

takeover the population of native spe- .‘
worsen the-suffering of small

cies like Tawilis hy preying on'them.”
Pamalakaya pointed out that there

are around 5, 000 aquacuiture struc-
tures operating in Taal Lake, despite
the lake's only 2,342 hectares carrying
capacity for aquaculture. -

“Even if you restrict small fishers

“from catchmg Tawilis for a long period
- of time, as long as fishpen structures

continue fo pollute and expand to way
beyond the lake's carrying capacity,
Tawilis and other nafive species in Taal

. Lake won't last a day,” Hicap said.

“We call on the BFAR to address this

_issue fair and square by investigating

the irregularities and unsustainable

" practices of aquaculture owners in Taal
" Lake. Fish ban will never be the solution

to any shortage but will only

fishers,” he added.
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" ‘Love for exotic food
hastens species extinction’

SToRY By JoNATHAN L. MAYUGA w@jonlmayuga

numerous threats.

ANY species of marine
wildlife are in the brink
of extinction because of

!

epresentatives of 34 govern-

Besides habitat loss, pollution,
climate change, comimercial over-
fishing that lead to accidental by-

catcharid the more seriouscrimeof -

illegal wildlife trade are hastening
their extinction,

Sharks, rays and marine turtles
are all highly migratory marine
animals and among the most glob-
ally threatened species. Despite
variouslawsandinternationaltrea-
ties adopted for their protection,
consumption of threatened, some
considered critically endangered
animals, persist.

Wider, stronger shark protection
IN Decemberlastyear, eight shark
species received greater protec-
tion globally during a meeting at
the Oceanographic Museum at
the invitation of the government
of the Principality of Monaco for
the third session of the meeting
of the signatories to the memo-
randum of understanding on the
Conservation of Migratory Sharks.

The eight species include the
dusky shark, common guitar-
fish, smooth hammerhead, oce-
anic whitetip, bottlenose wedge-
fish and two lock-alike species,
smoothnose and white-spotted

Wedgefish, also knowr as the gi- -

ant guitarfish, and the angel shark
According to scientists, shark
numbers have fallen dramatically
in recent years primarily because
of overfishing and bycatch, while
prey depletion is also affecting
their conservation status, with
" many species now categorized as
critically endangered, endangered
orvulnerable onthe IlUCN Red List.
Scientists estimate that one-
quarter of sharks and ray spe-
cies worldwide are threatened
with extinction.

ments, plus the European Union,
attended the Morocco meeting
along with several leading non-
government organizations dealing

with marine conservation. Inter-

national organizations—the Food
and Agriculture Organization of
the United Nations and the Con-
vention on International Trade
in Bndangered Species {CITES)—
were also present. The Defenders
of Wildlife, a group with 20 years
experience dealing with sharks,
was accepted as the memoran-
dum’s 12th “cooperating partner.”

Love for exotic food

FILIPINOS' love for cooking and
eating exotic food create the de-
mand for wild-caught species.

Unfortunately, this passion
could hasten the extinction of the
targeted species.

The demand for sharks, rays
and marine turtles and their
eggs, for instance, creates the de-
mand—and autorhaticallythesup-
ply—whether they are a result of
accidental by catch or poaching.

In Sorsogon and Bohol, ki-
nunot-—a spicy shark or ray deli-
cacy wherein the meat is cooked
in coconut milk with malunggay
leaves—is a favorite delicacy.

Matine turtle meat, on the
other hand, is used for stew and
exotic soup. Its eggs are harvested
from beaches for household con-
sumption or for salein the market.

Besides the distinct taste, for
many Filipinos, eating exoticfood
is often driven by the belief they
have health benefits, including an

aphrodisiac effect.

lncome opportunity

FOR many fishermen, while it is

not their 1ntent10n tocatchsharks,

raysor marine turtles, the oppor—
tunity to earn extra money is a
known fact.-

Instead of rescuing and releas-
ing them back into the wild, some
fishermen are tempted to bring
them home for their own personal
consumption, if notan opportuni-
ty to convert them into easy cash.

AAYaptinchay, director at the
Marine Wildlife Watch of the
Philippines, said they continue
to receive reports on the mat-
ter from netizens. By the way,
MWWP has developed aprotocol
or guideline for rescuing, reha-
bilitating and releasing injured
or accidentally caught marine
wildlife, including sharks and
marine turtles.

While some reported the good
news that the marine wildlife are
released back into the wild af-
ter successful rescue, there were
horrible news that some species
of sharks and rays are being sold
in the market like any other fish,
while marine turtles are being
exploited for tourism purposes.

Lately, however, Yaptinchay

.noticed that the frequency of

photos, of slaughtered sharks
andrays sold in the matketbeing
shared in social- medla p]atforms
has increased. .

“Almost every day, I believe,
1 receive reports from netizens,”..
Yaptinchay said.

Apathy, lack of awareness,

pove

DESPITE netizens’ actlve en-
gagement in reporting wildlife
crimes, Yaptinchay said apathy
and lack of awareness, plus des-
peration caused by poverty are
the reasons for the demand for

" wild animals for food.

“Overpopulation plus poverty
equals eating everything in the
sea now. Don’t worry about to-

" morrow because right now, they

are hungry,” Yaptinchay told the
BusINESSMIRROR in a recent in-
terview via Messenger.
Yaptinchaysaid to effectively
protect sharks and rays, stron-
ger measure and enforcement
of laws are key to saving these
threatened species.

}a? 1iPTER CAGEL  DANFER  FONTRIAL  CARTOOI
m/ JORY S8y



ok serle g P i
Nt AT
R
i

Department of Envirenment and Natural Resuurces

ITRATEGIC COMMUNICATION INITIATIVES SERVICE i .

Ll L1 L

UI'PEP_/l rAGE BANHER  EDITORIAL  CARTQOH

I—_ “TORY STORY

LOWER

28 JAN 2019

DATE

love P ephit

He added that only around 10.

percent of sharks and rays are

protected in the Philippines— -

whéther by national law 6r by in-
* ternational treaty coverage.
Around 200 species of sharks
fmd. rays can be found in the Phil-
ippines, that is why enforcing the
protection in catching certain
sharks and rays become tricky.

Which is which?

FISHERMEN, he added, are not
even aware which species are
protected or not.

“'Not all sharks and rays in the
Philippines are protected species.
Not all endangered species are
protected. Currently, ournational
lz:\ws only protect CITES-listed spe-
cies,” he said.

Nevertheless, Yaptinchay said
that seeing one or few sharks or

‘rays in a market does not auto-
rflatically mean there is an active
ffshing for these species, A lot of
times theyare caught accidentally
in fishing targeting other fishes.
According to Yaptinchay, none
of the Philippine protected shark
andray species are endemic specie.
He added that shark finning
h.appens atsea. “Asharkwithoutits
fins on land just means the shark
was caught, landed and the fins
sold separately,” he said.
The MWWP is supporting the

e

THE"ShaIJada" of the Marine Wil diife Wa

tch of the Phil

ippines walks at the pedestrian lane

insida the'DENR compound along Visayas Avenue in Quezon City during a creative protest

calling forthe complete protection of Ben
on February 14, 2018. 0CEANAPHILPPINES

proposed Shark Conservation Bill.
Although it does not aim to pro-

“tect allishark and ray species, the

proposkd legislative measure will
enable leffective monitering and

ensureisustainable shark and ray

fisheries, Yaptinchay said.

Advocdcy, awareness campaign

THE Pambansang Lakas ng Kilu-
' sang Mamamalakayang Pilipinas
{Pamalakaya) acknowledged that
some fishermen are tempted to
bringhome smallsharksandrays,
or ever marine turtles which they
accidentally catch.
"W}:ﬁle some fishermen are

i .

ham Rise that was organized by Oceana Philippines

forced tobringthem home, sharks,
rays or marine turtles are not
targeted by fishermen. But some-
times, because theyhavenocatch,
‘and they accidentally caught one,
they are forced to bring them
home for their personal consump-
tion,” Fernando Hicap, national
chairman of Pamalakaya'told the
BUSINESSMIRROR in a telephone
interview on January 15.
According to Hicap, commercial
fishers targeting sharks in open
waters, specifically for their fins
and other internal organs, are to
he blamed for the problem.
“They are hunting sharks for

‘ “Overpopulation plus poverty
A equals eating everything in the
sea now. Don’'t worry about tomorrow

“because right now, they are hungry.”

—YAPTINCHAY
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tneir tins because they are ex-
pensive, that is why they are now
scarce,” the former Anak Pawis
lawmaker said. _ '

He said their group is one with
Earth Island Institute, a nonprofit
environmental group, in calling
for the protection and conserva-
tion of marine mammals. They
will start next year a nationwide
advocacy and awareness project
on the issue.

Local officials, police

das consumers

SPEAKING on condition of ano-
nymity, a wildlife law-enforce-

ment expert in the Philippines -

told the BUSINESSMIRROR in a,
telephone interview that poaching
of wildlife happens under the nose
of local officials and the police.
“In some cases, they are'é\;en
the consuiners of exotlc food, "the
source sald

 —

He cited the raid of an’eatery

that serves turtle meat and soup -

- amongitsspecialties conducted by
the Department of Environment
and Natural Resources (DENR)
with the assistance of variouslaw-
enforcement agenciesin Cebu City
last month. ‘ T

“When we came, ! noticed
some of the customers have guns.
1 immediately approached the
customers and told them-that
theyarenotour targetsandasked
them toremaincalm. Later, after
ourraid, Iwarned them that next
time, they will notbe spared,” the
source told the BUSINESSMIRROR

" in Filipino.

" Awildlifelaw enforcer for more
than two decades, the source said
it is common knowledge in a place
where exotic food is being served
that local officials are among the
patrons.

“QOtherwise, they could have
easily ordered the illegal activity
stopped,” the source said.

“Some of the patrons-of exotic
food believe eating marine turtles
has benefits like life’s longevity,”
he added. :

e, R —
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Intensified info drive
THE DENR, acknowledging the
petrsistence of illegal wildlife
trade, whether as a result of
commercial fishing, accidental
bycatch or poaching, vowed toin-
tensify theinformation campaign
againstviolating the Wildlife Act,
including eating “exotic food.”
Expressing alarm over the
reported rampant killing of

SﬂWé.

‘marine turtles in Cebu City and .

the still unidentified species of
sharks and rays in seme prov-
inces in the Bicol region and in
the Visayas, Josefina de Leon,
chief of the Wildlife Division of
the DENR-Biodiversity Manage-
ment Bureau (BMB)} said their
campaign through the DENR’s
Regional Offices has no let up
to educate various stakeholders.

“We continue to engage the
local government units and co-
ordinate with other concerned
agencies to prevent illegal wild-
life trade,” de Leon told the
BUSINESSMIRROR in a telephone
interview on January 15.

According to de Leon, while
sharks and rays are within the
mandate and jurisdiction of the
Department of Agriculture-Bu-
reau of Fisheries and Aquatic Re-
sources (DA-BFAR), the DENR-
BMB maintains that poaching
them in protected areas covered
by the Expanded National Inte-
grated Protected Areas System
Act are restricted.”

“When it comes to sharks and
rays, since it falls within the man-
date of BEAR, ourjobis coordinate
illegal activities,” de Leon said.

The official said they also’

coordinate with local govern-

-ment units that.are supposed

to be at the forefront of enforc-
ing various environmental laws,

“including activities: that violate

the W11d11fe Resources Conser-
vation 4nd Protectmn Act, or
wildlife Act.
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PHILIPPINE PROTECTED
. __SHARKS & RAYS..

{asof 701 7}
. Thé Philippine Fisheries Code, Republic Act (RA} 8550, &s amended by RA 10654, states that all specles Hsred in the
" Comention on the Intemationa) Trade in Endangered Spec!&c of Wild Fauna and Flota (CITES) Apperxtices are protected.
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basking shark

. Cotorhinus maxirmis
: Tei. . lengih:18.2 metors
1

pelagic thresher shark .~ _
length: apdmdou

common lhfe-ﬂ\erdu:n-k . - i big-eyo thiosher shmk
Alopias vuipinus §hp 3 sLpercilosy

leng!h g motcn B . lurwh a8 mms

opod MMod-mud shark

gfoat hammorhood shark
< kamran
™ Ienslh 42 me'eu' L

Mo
rés"rfs meters

v cifredh !

'i’_ ‘ Btw K 6.5 meteré ¢

. . ’ obidd foi
f due width!

P "Isra:ﬂntoo‘lhi: mpd'hﬁ . S lurgg:g?fh 'i',,*ﬂ'h
L L1 latd’ i 5
e lmg!h bE 3 rmdnn lmngljh var m‘.’:«'s . {b‘?\gth reiatar
Justrations of species ate not drawn to scele. ", ;\ [l

! Synonymous with Mobula alfreal and Mobula birostris.
2 Mobuda mobular end Mobuia Japanice are tonspecific, with Mobwa mabuar balng the vald name, Y
: Mobula kuhil end Mobula eregoodooferikee ero conspecific, With Mobula kuhll balng the vsu& nam\h.. -

$oyrce: Last, PR, et al. (2016). R ;so;:ggwmd CSIRO Publishing, -y .
== EEE GREENPEACE” (TEEEE #ConservePHShurks
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Av Nonganninans Papayasans Tana: o6 5a Bassa

Buwaya kinagat ng ama para sa anak

- Paulit-ulit na kinagatngisang amaang
buwaya upang makawala ang kanyang 12-
anyos naanak mula bunganga nitosa Balabac,
Palawan nitonglingo. :

Ayon kay Supt. Socrates Faltado,
tagapagsalita ng MIMAROIPA (Mindoro
provinces, Marindugque, Remblonand Palawan)
regional police, napilitan si Tejada Abdulhasan
nagamitinang kanyang ngipin dahil hinihila na
ng butvaya ang kanyang ana mﬁil‘%m Barangay
Pasi%ni!ong iyemes, dakong 6:00ng gabi.

He repeatedly bit the soft parts of
the crecodile in a bid to rescue his son,” ani

Faltado.

"This forced the crocodile to refease his son
and swimaway,” dagdag niya,

Ayonkay Falta o,na[ifigoan biktimaat
ang nakababata niyang kapatid sa tlog sa Sitio
Mararango nang sumulpot ang buwaya at
kimgalangkanyan kanang braso.

imubukanng bata na makawala at pinilit
nahindimahi]ang%:uwaya.Naidtanglmnyang

kapatid ang nangyari kaya tumakbosa kanitang

bahay at sinabi ang nangyari sa kanilang

magulang,
Tumakboang ama sa log atsinubukang

suntukinang buwaya, ngunit hindi umepekto,
Gayunman, hindi tumigil ang ama na
maligﬁuang kanyang anak.

inabini Tejadasa awtoridad na paulit-ulit
niyang kinagatang malalambot na bahaﬁi ng
buwayasaisanitong paa, at makalipasang flang
minutto, sumukoang tuwaya.

"Fortunately and due fo the bravery of his
father, the victim did notdrownand only suffered
wourids from crocodile bite,* sabi nj Faltado,

Isinugod ang bata sa pinakarmalapit na
ospital upang lapatan ng lunas.

Aaron Recuenco

NILIGTAS NG
AMA Makikita
salarawan ang
bata, na sinagip
ng kanyang ama
mula sa buwaya
sa Balabac,
Palawan

nitong linggo.
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* REGULASYON NA LANG SA FISH PEN

Flshlng ban sa tawilis, inalmahan

Sa hahp na magpatupad ng
fishing ban, regulasyon na lang
sa pagtatayo ng mga fish pen ang
hiling nig grupo ng mga lokal na
mangingisda sa Bureau of Fisheries
and Aquatic Resources (BFAR),
kaugnay ng ulat na nanganganib

unsustainable aquacu]ture practices
in Taal Lake, such as unregulated
expansion of fishpens that cause such

kind of ecologjcal lmba]ance, giitni

Hicap:-
| Basesaresultang pag—aara] ng
~Internatienial Union for Conservation

nang tuluyang: maglaho ang -ofNature (IUCN), nasa endangered

Sardinella tawilis, ang tanging *
freshwater sardine sa mundo na sa

: Plllpmas lang mahahango.

“Instead of comptehénsively
and holistically addressing the*:
shortage of tawilis, (BFAR) Director
(Eduardo) Gengona is resorting toa
futile solution that will obviously put
the livelthood of small fisherfolk at
stake,” panawagan ni Pambansang,
Lakas ng Kilusang Mamamalakaya
ng Pilipinas (Pamalakaya) National
Chairperson Fernando Hicap.

"We reiterate that :t 5 the

category na ang tawilis dahil sa
overfishing, ilegal na paggamit ng
»mga active fishing gears, pagdami ng
~mga baklad, at pagbaba ng kalidad
" hg tubig.

Ayon kay Hicap, ang mga fish pen

* na nagku-culture ng mga bioinvasive
fish species ay hindi lang nagdudulot
‘ng polusyon atnagpapas1k1p sd lawa,
ngunit ito “pave way for an invasive
fish species to takeover the population
of native spec1es like Tawilis by
preying.on them.”

Binigyang-diin ng Pamalakaya

na mayroong 5,000 aquaculture
structures sa Taal Lake, sa kabila
na 2,342 ektarya lamang ang
carrying capacity ng lawa para sa
aquaculture. -

“Even if you restrict small fishers
from catching Tawilis for a long,
period of time, as long as fishpen
structures continue to pollute and

expand to way beyond the lake’s
+ .carrying capacity, Tawilis and other
. native species in Taal Lake won't last

aday,” ani Hicap. )
“We call on the BFAR to
address this issue fair and squatre by

. investigating the irregularities and

unsustainable practices of aquaculture
owners in Taal Lake. Fish ban wilt
never be the solution to any shortage
but will only worsen the suffering of

- small fishers,” panawagan pa niya.

Ellalyn De Vera-Ruiz
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F' $ hmg
| ‘ban sa- -
S |sdang L
' “tawilis’

. Ry
I. PLANO ng Burcau of
Fisherjessand Aquati¢
; r;}esources«(BI-'M()’na
L. wgpafipad ng fdtiong
I ‘buwannafishing | banvqa
' : Fkllalang Aaivilis simila :
Marso’o: Abril ngayung '
taon.sa Taal Lake.”
Ayon kay Bl-AR*da-
rectorEd Gongona, 2013
pahanig fmiriyngkahi nila
' ang tatlong buwang fish-
:ing ban na ito pero hindi
Inaman -inaksyunan ng
Department of Environ-
mient and Natural Re-
sources (DENR). A
Pero muling bubuha- |
yinngayon ing BFAR ang -
nauna na nilang mungka-
hi kasunod narin ng dek-
larasyon ng Internationi-
al Union for the Conser-
vation of Nature (IUCN)
na ang populasyon ng
tawilis sa lugar ay bumu-
lusok sa nakalipas na 10
taon. A
w30 tsang panayam si- ,
‘abl ni Dr. Mudjekeewis i
D. Santos, gsang scien- .
Jistg’sh :Natiofiai:Fisher- i
fiek Résdaichand Devel-
Spment Institute (NFR-
DI}, bosibieng . “rdkatu-
{brig ariy: fishing bati na ito
para maitaas ang popu-
1aydhing tawilis'sd su- |
suncd aa‘tatlond taon !
{ kung it6 ay ipapatupad
kasabaytn g iba pang con- ' i
scrvative measures.
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Environment agency
warns packaging firm

CEBU CITY - A corrugated package
maker firm in Talisay City that was caught
pumping wastewater into the sea was given

" 45 days by the Environmental Management

Bureau (EMB) to address the issue.

During a technical conference held last
Thursday, regional EMB officials said GBox
Corrugated Packaging faces a fine of 10,000
for every day it does not comply with EMB
requirements.

EMB Regional Director William Cunado
said GBox was directed to build a wastewater
treatment facility. It must also apply for a
Discharge Permit from EMB and put upa Ma-
terial Recovery Facility (MRF) with proper
segregation, containers, and labelling.

Aside from that, GBox must register as
a Harzardous Waste Generator and have an
EMB-accredifed treatment, storage, and dis-
posal (TSD) facility take care of its ink waste,
which is considered to be hazardous.

“We are continuously monitoring the

operations of GBox Corrugated Packaging
that was invotved discharging red-colored
liquid directly to the seain Barangay Dumlog,
Talisay. The act was caught on video and went
viral on social media,” Cunado said.

When GBox's factory was inspected by
an EMB team last week, it was found that
the liquid waste came from its inking and
labelling area. _

The owner said the wastewater was actu-
ally rainwater:

Since the establishment does not a have
drainage system, rainwater accumnulates in
their premises, the owner said. This has to
be pumped out to the sea.

The red color indicates that the rainwa-
ter was contaminated with water-based ink
composed of organic pigments, acrylic resins,
alcohol, water, and additives. (Minerva BC
Newrman)
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EcoWaste condemns continued

T

IR P

By CHITO LY CHAVEZ

. ‘Toxic watchdog EcoWaste Coalltxon
blasted concerned authorities for the
continuous unlawful sale of unregistered
and banned skin whitening products in
Quiapo, Manila.

- Local and global health authontles
have already banned cosmetic products
containing mercury which is a 'highly
toxic substance.” ' '

But the Quezon City-based group. -

said mercury concentration in the range

of 1,246 to 24,100 part per million (ppm) .

were detected in Glow Glowing 5 in 1
Beauty Skin, Feique Herbal Extrdct

*'Whitening Anti-Freckle Set, Goree Day

& Night Whitening Cream, Collagen Plus

Vit E Day & Night Cream, Temulawak
Day & Night Beauty Whitening Cream
and Erna Whitening Cream that were all
screened for mercury using a portable
X-Ray Fluorescence (XRF) device.

A component of the Glow Glowing
5in 1 Beauty Skin made in Malaysia,
which promises a “white, fluffy, smooth
skin in seven days,” was found loaded
with mercury at 24,100 ppm.

EcoWaste Coalition noted Smgapore

in 2017 banned a four in-one vanant of -
‘this product for containing mercury

above the threshold by more than 25,000

- times.

Unlike the other items, the group

- said “this product i is pricey at P;l 700

per set”.

A Feique Herbal Extract Whltemng _

Antj-Freckle Set banned

sale of mercury-laced products

2017 with health authorities in

Brunei and Singapore, as well

as countries in Europe, “have
likewise banhed its sale."

. Banned by the FDA since
2015, Collagen Plus Vit E Day

. & Night Cream had 8,264 ppm

of mercury.

by the FDA sirice 2014 had
23, 300 ppm of mercury. .

. Manufactured in Chi-
na, EcoWaste Coalition
said this product which

~ sells for 7150 per set, was
- among the seven products

it submitted in 2014 to the

‘FDA for confirmatory

mercury analysis and was’

- later banned. N -

A product from Paki-
stan called Goree Day &
Night Whitening Cream

was found contaminated

with 18,300 ppm of mer-

cury.

Solq for P350, the
group said Goree was
banned by the FDA in

e RGEULIIE
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- Worry over
new toxic
Waste rising
ByBrorNMomd

: Concem gver anew
g.“.”ﬁ Kind of toxic product
L & called e-waste is
U goving
i A United Nations
report said arourd 50 million tons
of electronic waste — or
ewaste — are being thrown
away each year which, it said,
already exceeds the combined
weight of -all the commercial
airliners ever made,

To futher highlightthe ising
dlaﬂemepcsedbymmmainsof
discarded électronics worldwide,
seven UN entities came together
to launch the report in a bid
to offer some solutions to a
behemoth-sized problem that
is making the world sicker
and adding to environmental
degradation, .

The joint report, entitled
“A New Circular Vision for
Electronics - Time for a Global
Reboot,” calls for a new viston
forewaste based on the “creular
economy” concept, whereby a
regenerative systern can nitnimize
waste and energy leakage.

“Ewaste is a growing global
challenga that poses a serious
threat to the ervironment and
human health worldwide,” sald
UN Industrial Development

‘ Organiza:tion director of the
Department of Environment
Stephan Sicars. “To minimize
this-threat, UNIDO works
with various UN agencles and
other partners on & range of
ewaste projects, all of which
are underpinned by & circular
economy approach.”

1

I

|
|
!
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CFIP drafts guidebook on illicit logs

i -

T

Due dlhgeme“i'efers to the 1mporter takmg reasonable steps
to mitigate the risk of any illegal timber entering the supply

chain

r'I'he Chamber of Furniture Industries of -
the Philippines, Inc. (CFIP) has developed A

a draft guidebook designed to support
programs that resist and combat illegal
sourcing of wood materials.

At the CFIP's first-quarter general

membership meeting on Friday, the

chamber presented the latest of
its “Guidebook on Requirements
for Chain-of-Custody (CoC) Systems
and Monitoring Compliance in the
Philippines.”

“Throughout the supply chain, buyers

want a practical way to check ihe

provenance-and legal status of the tlmberl

“Phe international market needs -

to ensure that it is possible to source
timber products from the Philippines that
are documented and comply with legal
requirements to meet import regulations,”
it said. ] 7

Through the CoC guidebook, the
Philippines looks to ensure the timber
sector meets the immediate ;global
market requirement for timber legality
verification in the absence of a Forest
Law Enforoement, Governance and Trade

"Voluntary Partnershlp Agreement and

Timber Legality Assurance System
¢is intended as “a praotleal

_ wood products to develop and implement
_:a thain of custody system in accordance

with Philippine regulatory requirements.”

It will serve as “the standard and
resource guide to monitor compliance of
members ‘of CFIP or PWPA [Philippine

‘Wood Producers Association] or other

eompames that want to voluntarily join
the due dlhgence system adniinistered by
the associations.”

Throughout the supply chain,
buyers want a practical way to
check the provenance and legal
status of the timber and weod
products they are purchasm.

The: guldebook includes “a
comprehensive ligt. of regulatlons and

“a set of spemmél documents to help.

and wood produets they- are purchasmg,
it reads. - ‘

According to CFIP executive director
Salvio Valenzuela Jr., the industry is facing
intense competition from neighboring
countries and experiencing problems
with the flow of raw materials, while also
facing great pressure from international
buyers to demonstrate compliance with
the requirement for legal verlficatlon of
wood products.

With respect to mternatlonal timber

regulations, due diligence refers to the -

importer taking reasonable steps to
mitigate the risk of any illegal timber
entering the supply chain,

- “For importers importing to the
European Union, the USA, Australia,
Japan and increasingly more international
markets, this is a legal obhgatlon,
Valenzuela stressed.

Thus, CFIP, in cooperation
with PWPA, proposes to
hélp the_ indusiry achieve
compliance by putting in place
. recoghized- legality
'verlfwatlon Y B

puye I (P

Ifor manufacturers and
. _traders of timber and

the industry. and buyers identify what
information ‘and’ documents should be
made- available ‘to check legality. -and
. perform thelr_ii_ue.dlhgence

process through the CoC guidebook, which
provides the timber industry with “concise,
specific information on how to comply with
social, legal and environmental aspects of
legal compliance,” said Valenzuela. .

Through this guidebook, said
Valenzuela, members of CFIP and PWPA
can be guided on a chain of custody
system that documents legal erigin of
material and defines a due diligence
systela to verify implementation by
members. '

The guidebook is currently in draft
form and will need to be reviewed.
Feedback to improve the document may
be sent to cfip.info@gmail.com.

The CoC guidebook was developed
jointly with the Food and Agriculture’

redu; .and
atural
Urealt.
\%ﬂ- :

" Organization, Department of Trade and
. Industry-Export Marketmg
_ Department.of - Environment; and,

‘ResourcesForest Managentent 1

druty o de ook
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'Puno wag idamay sa eleksyon'

NANAWAGAN ang mga
environmental group sa
mga kandidato na huwag
nang idamay ang mga
puno sa kanilang pa-
ngangampanya.

- Umapela ang EcoWaste

Coalition at Nationa!l
Coalition to Save the Trees
sa mga kandidato at kani-
lang supporters na huwag
ipako sa puno ang kani-
lang mga campaign mate-
rials.

—_—— — ——— .

]

“Trees don't vote. For
the sake of life-sustaining
trees, we appeal to all can-
didates and their backers
to voluntarily remove
campaign materials on
trees,” saad ng joint state-
ment ng grupo.

Sumama sa kampanya
si Father Robert Reyes, ng
NSCT, at inihalintulad ang
pagpapako sa mga poster
sa pagpapako kay Kristo.

“The Roman execu-
tioners nailed Jesus to a
tree. Don’t candidates re-
peat the deadly act by nail-

_ ing their posters on trees?

N — e

P .

Yes, but instead of killing

-Jesus and us directly, they

are slowly killing the trees.
Genuinie politics does not
hurt or kill whether per-
sons or trees. Do not kill
trees. Do not kill us,” ani
Reyes.

Sinabi naman ni
Daniel Alejandre, Zero
Waste Campaigner ng
EcoWaste Coalition na i-
pinagbabawal ang pagpa-
pako sa puno sa.ilalim ng
Presidential Decree 953.

Ang mga lalabag ay
maaaring makulorig ng
anim na buwan hanggang
dalawang taon at multang
P500 hanggang P3,000.
Kung ang lumabag ay nag-
tatrabaho sa gobyerno siya
ay matatanggal sa serbisyo.
~-Leifbilly Begas
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SURFERS JOIN PROTEST VS PLANNED COAL POWER PLANT IN LA

By Gabriel Cardinoza
@gabrieicardinozalNQ

SAN JUAN, LA UNION—Wear-
ing gas masks as they stood on
their boards, four surfers un-
furled a streamer calling for
protection of La Union province
to express their support to peo-
ple’s opposition to a coal-fired
power plant in Luna town.

The protest action was
staged before the start of this
year's 12th Manila Surfers As-
sociation {MSA) Cup, where the
four surfers were among 100
participants,

“"Every year, MSA Cup pro-
vides us a chance to show our
gratitude for the many joys the
ocean gives us,” said MSA Ina
statement.

“It is our opportunity to
show others how, as responst-
ble visitors, we can sustain and
continuously enjoy the sea,” it
added.

Threat’

It said this year, La Union “is
facing a dangerous threat and
we stand together to protect
the beauty of La Union.”

The group also called on ev-
eryone, "surfer or nonsurfer to
stand in united opposition against
the coal-fired power plant and
other environmental hazards.”

Since 2017, residents of the
province, led by the Koalisyon
Isalbar ti Pintas ti La Union

"BEACH BURN Hundreds of people routinely spend th
town. Environmental advocates say these people wou
coal-fired power plant in Luna town.—wILLELOMIBAG

{Coalitlon to Save the Beauty of
La Union), have been opposing
the 670-megawatt power plant
project proposed by the Global
Luzon Energy Development
Corp. (GLEDC).

They said the project would
pose health hazards to resl-
dents and destroy the
province’s tourism industry.

———— —— -

ENVIRONMENTAL BATTLE.

Two 335-MW coal-fired gen-
erating facilities will be built on
a a1-hectare land straddling the
coastal villages of Carisquis and
Nalvo Sur in Luna.

Near resorts
The project site is near
beach resorts as well as the 3-
kilometer stretch of pebble

eir days near the

UNION TOWN

beach, where the once enda-
gered, g4oo-year-old Spanish
“baluarte” {(watchtower) stood.

Balaoan town, known fot its
bountiful corn harvests and
blodiverse coral gardens, and
San Juan, the surfing capital of
the North, are within the 5 to 20
aerial-km radius of the pro-
posed plant. .

: = e
beaches of La Union, such as these surfers in San Juan
Id be put in harm’s way should government proceed with a plan to build a

The Department of Envi-
ronment and Naturai Re-
sources granted an enviromen-
tal clearance certificate to

" GLEDC in Octaber last year, de-
spite the residents’ opposition.

"I thank the MSA for sup-
porting the people of La
Union,” said Crisanto Palabay,
chair of Koalisyon. NGy
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Climate change

is a kind of justice

Smtem_ent of H.K. Teodore Locsin, Jr,, Secr*étary of Foreign Affairs of the
Repu{:hc of the Philippines at the Security Council Open Debate, "Ad-
dressing the impacts of climate-relatéd disasters on internationallpeace
and security.” January 25, 2019, Nely York.

Teddy Locsin Jr.

- FREE FIRE

Continued from Al

R. President,
Humanity is facing the ultimate challenge to the
life of the Elanet and the penultimate challenge to

the survival of man

ind: the imminent prospect of ecological -

collapse. This won't be another Ice Age in the course of nature
but a dead certainty generated entirely by human activity—and
inaction. Sciénce proves it. Experience shows it. The increasing
ferocity of storms demonstrates its certain advent. Only mumbo

jumbo disputes-it.

i Thedevastatingeffectsof climate
changearesufferedthemostseverely
in especially vulnerable countries
like mine..Sea levels have risen 60
centimeters—morethanthreetimes
the global average of 19. This puts
60 percent of localities nationwide
at grave risk of flooding and salt-
water intrusion. It will require the
relocation of 14 million Filipinos.
We have 7,107 beautiful islands; we
will have much less.

. Not all these losses will be re-
gretted. We have so many islands
and maritime features that they
defy effective patrolling. They are
havens for massive drug traffick-
ing: the scourge of mankind and
the death of nations as evident in
the desperate flight of populations
from narco-states.

Should global warming not be
arrested, 98 percent of our coral
reefs—rich fields for fishery—will
die out by mid-century, becoming
extinct by the end of it. To be sure,
we would welcome the evaporation
ofterritorial disputeswhen thereefs

they concern vanish completely be-
neath the rising sea, along with the
structuresbuilton them, Everycloud
has a silver lining.

As Supertyphoon Haiyan power-
fully showed, storm surges wipe out
coastal communities in a matter of
minutes——erasing decades of eco-
nomic progress and social improve-
ment; leaving perdurable misery in
theirwake. The 2018 Global Climate
Rate Index shows that our country

lost an annual average of 1 percent

of our GDP in the last two decades.

World Resources Institute pre-’
dicts the Philippines will experience
a"high" degree of witer shortage by
2040.Ourcountryranks57thamonj
167 countries most water stressed
by then. Agriculture will be all but
wiped out. B

Climate change has generated
civil strife and foreign wars; it will
get worse, and there will be mord.
A new Dark Age will descend oh
most of the planet as never before
in breadth. And unlike in the pas{‘,

“'thé darkness will never be lifted. L

Noageof enlightenment willfollow.
Humanlifewon'tbeworthliving ex-
cept for brutes, And there are quite
a few of those already in countries
denying climate change and refus-
ing its challenges.
Porlessdeveloped countriesthat
trace their condition to the depre~
dations of developed ones, it will be
a self-destructive retribution. If all
mankind cannothave this planeton
the same terms; no part of mankind

should. Misery quite rightly craves

company. It is a kind of justice.

We must develop better risk
assessment and mitigation strate-
gies for climate-related disasters.
Although we emit less than half of
1 percent of global emissions, the
Philippines has put itself firmly
on the path of low-carbon develop-
ment. Far better-off societies will
not, from greed and self-serving
ignorance. But Filipinos are differ-
ent: Whatever is the right thing fo?
everyone to do, Filipinos will do it;
evenif no one else does. Thisis why
we were the only country to take in
refugees during the Holocaust; and

.the offer stands for others today.

We have adopted, kept improving
and are actually implementing a
comprehensive National Disaster
Risk Reduction and Management
Plan. But climate change knows no
boundaries and we are, each of us,
atthe mercy of actionsand inaétion
beyond cur borders,

Therefore, stronger synergies
among states and deeper interna-
tional cooperation are imperative.
In2009 the Asean Agreement on Di-
saster Management and Emergency
Response was adopted. In 2014 the
Philippines hosted the Asia-Burope
Conference on Disaster Risk Reduc-
tion and Management extending
collaboration and”strengthening
coordination. And we are commit-
ted to the work of AHA and the

singular collaboration of One
Asean, One Response.

Globally wearecommittedtothe
SendaiFramework for Disaster Risk
Reduction and above all to the Paris
Agreement on Climate Change. We
will never see a reason to abandon
the latter. In that sense, we share
the intelligence of everyone who
continues to adhere to it

Support for developing coun-
triesintermsoffinancing, technol-
ogy transfer and capacity-building
should be strengthened—while re-
specting the principle of common
but differentiated responsibilities.

Mzr. President,

The climate-driven conflicts and
desperate mass population move-
ments we see today are what we will
see more of tomorrow. No country
willbesafe. Some canretreatbehind
walls, but they cannot thereafter
venture beyond them. And sooner
orlater, the chaoswillscaleany wall.
Countries of wealth and power may
have a briel respite from the final
catastrophe, but their lives will be
very much diminished. '

But those with the intelligence °
and caring to do something about
climate change should not beg for
cooperation from those who lack
both. In the end we shall have
the sad but real satisfaction of a
common fate.

But we might suggest that the
Security Council chisel the climate
change challenge on granite as its
first, foremostandlastsecurity con-
cern. When the end finally comes
and all social bonds are severed, all
the conflicts of the past will seem
like sports competitions by compari-
son. And that includes the far more
horrendous first two decades of the,
21st century; which cannot plead
ignorance as an excuse—with the
horrors of the 20th still fresh in its
mind. Thank you.
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Zambo university to open climate-change center

AMBOANGA CTY—The govern-
Z ment-owned Western Mindanao
State University (WMSU} is setto
open a climate-change center, as well
as a plant and animal ¢linic this year.
Dr. Milabel Enriquez Ho, WMSU
president, said on Wednesday a total
-of B22:2 million has been allocated for
the two projects: §21.2 million for the
- climate-change center and P1 million
for the plant and animal clinic,
Ho said the climate-change center

will be located at the university prop-
erty in Barangay La Paz, and the plant
and animal clinic, at the College of Ag-

riculture campus in Barangay Talisayan. .

She said the climateichange center
will be used for seminar and training
activities related to the weather phe-
nomenon, and will be useful to stu-

. dents of the College of Forestry, which

maintains an experimental forest in
Barangay Tatisayan. . '
The establishment of the plant and

animal clinic, meanwhile, aims to com-
plementtheveterinary medicine course
that will be offered starting next year.
Ho said the university aims toc com-
plete the two projects in December.

The WMSU, the premier and only -
state university in this city, ranks sixth

among 68 universities across the coun-

try, according to a survey on the Top’

Academic’ Institutions in the Philip-
pines conducted by the Commission
on Higher Education. PNA
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IRAN’S PAR(HED LANDS HOL!.OWED
BY WATER PUMPING NOW SINKING

EHRAN, Iran—fissures appear anng
T roads:whlle massive: holes open up in: -

the.zouritrysite, their gaping maws a:
visthie sign from the air of something Iranian -

authoritiesnow epenlyacknowledge: Thearea
around Tehran is literally sinking.

Stressed by a 30-year drought and hollowed
by excessive water pumping, the parched
landscape around fran’s capital has begun to
sink dramatically.

Seen by satellite and on foot around the
city, officials warn that what they call la_nd
subsidence poses a grave danger to a country
where protests over water scarcity already have
seen violence, i

“Land subsidence is a destructive
phenomenon,” said Siavash Arabi, a
measurement expert at Iran’s cartography
department. “lts impact may not be
immediately felt like an earthquake, but as
you can see, it can graduallycaﬁse destructive
changes over time.”

He said he can identify ”desrructlon of
farmland, the cracks of the earth’s surface,
damage to civilian areas in cities, wastewater
lines, cracks in roads and damages to water
and natural gas pipes.”

Tehran, which sits 1,200 meters above
sea level against the Alborz Mountains on a
plateau, has rapidly grown over the last 100
years to a sprawling city of 13 million people
in its metropolitan area. )

All those people have put incredible
pressure on water resources on a semi-arid
plateau in a country that saw only 171
millimeters of rain last year.

Over reliance on ground aquifers has seen
increasingly salty water pumped from below
ground.

*Surface soil contains waterand air. When
you pump water from under the ground surface,’

you cause some empty space to be formed
in the soil,” Arabi told The Associated Press.
"@radually, the pressure from above caqses:the
soil particles to stick together and this leads to

sinking of the ground and fermation of cratks.
Rain and snow totecharge the underground

aquifers have been in short supply. Over the .

past decade, Iran has seen the most prolonged

and severe drought in more than 30 years, '

according to the United Nations’ Food .and
Agriculture Qrganization.
An estimated 97 percent of the country

has faced some level of drought, Iran’s,

Meteorolegical Organization says.

That has caused the sinkholes and fissures
now seen around Tehran,

Iranian autharities say they have measured
upto 22 centimeters of annual subsidence near
the capital, while the normal range would be
only as high as 3 centimeters per year.

Even higher numbers have been measured
in other parts of the country. Some sinkholes
formed in western ran are as deep as 60 meters,

Thase figures are close to those found!ina

srudy by scfentistsatthe GFZ German Research
. s = ),} —

Centre for Geosciences in Potsdam previously

discussed by.the jeurnal Mature.and accepted-
by the journal.Remate Sensing of Envitonment:.

Using satellite images between 2003 and
2017, the scientists estimate the western
Tehran plainissinking by 25 centimeters a year.

Either way, the numbers are alarming to
experts.’

“In Eurapean countsies, even 4 millimeters
[0.15 inches] of yearly subsidence is censidered
a crisis,” Iranian environmental activist
Mohammad Darvish said.

The sinking can be seenin Tehran's southern
Yaitabad neighborhood, which sits close to
farmland and water wells on the edge of
thecty.

Cracks run down walls and below windows,
and waterpipes have ruptured. Residents fear

poorly buiit buiidings may collapse.

The sinking also threatens vital
infrastructure; like Tehran's Imam Khomeini
International Airport. German scientists
estimate that land under the airport is sinking
by 5 centimeters a year.

Tehran's ¢il refinery, a key highway,
automobile manufacturing plants and
railroads alse all sit on sinking ground,
said Ali Beitollahi, a Ministry of Roads and
Transportation official. Some 2 million
people live in the area, he said.

Masoud Shafiee, head of Iran’s cartography
department, also acknowledged the danger.

“Rates [for subsidence] are very high,
and in many instances it's happening in
densely popuiated areas,” Shafiee told
the Associated Press. “It's happening near
sensitive infrastructures like airperts, which
we consider a top priority.”

Geopolitics play a role in bran’s water crisis.
Since the country's 1979 Islamic Revolution,
Iran has sought to become self-sufficient
across industries to thwart international
sanctions; That has included agriculture and
food production. )

The preblem, however, cumesmlnefflclent
water use on farms, which represents over 90
percent of the country's water usage, experts
say. Already, the drought and water crisis has
fed into the sporadic unrest Iran has faced
over the last year.

In July, protests around Kherramshahr,
some 650 kilometers seuthwest of Tehran, saw
violence asresidents of the predominantly Arab
city near the border with Irag complained of
salty, muddy water coming out of their taps
amid theyearslong drought.

" The unrest only compounds the wider
unease felt across Iran as it faces an economic
crisis sparked by President Donald J. Trump's
decision to withdraw America from Tehran'’s
nuclear.deal with world powers.

Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu,

'who long has-opposed Irans theocratic

government, even released an online video in
June offering his country’s water teclinology
in ajab at Iran's leaders. AP
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Takbo Para sa Kalikasan

ILALARGA sa ikalawang taon
ang Takbo Para sa Kalikasan na
_gaganapin sa ika“14 ng Abril sa CCP.
Complex grounds sa Pasay City.

ipinahayag ng organizer na mas
pinalawak ang aspeto ng karera at
tatampukan ng apat na stage tulad
ng Fire Run, Water Run, Air Run at
Earth Run,

May pagkakataon ang mga
running enthusiast na sumabak
sa apat na aspeto na may kanya-
kanyang 3KM, 5KM, 10KM, 16KM
at 1BKM event. May medal at token
of appreciation na matatangap ang

mga latahok. ' -

., Ang Haribon Foundation ang
pangunahing benipesaryo ng
| patakbo.

¢t “We're thankful for having us
as their be—neficiary this year again.
First of course for the funds that we
are getting,” pahayag ni Haribon
Representalive Stephanie Lim.

“This year we will plan to allocate
the funds wé received from each runs
to different projects we have.”

Pangungunahan ni Fritz Labastida,
tinaguriang Fabolous Running Diva,
ang mga guest sa patakbo.
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