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Aklan to put cap on Boracay tourist arrivals

By Perla Lena April 29, 2022, 6:04 pm

BORACAY TASK FORCE. The Boracay Inter-Agency Task Force (BIATF) convenes on the island on Friday (April 29,
2022). In a press conference following the meeting, Aklan Governor Florencio Miraflores said they will implement a
cap on the number of tourist arrivals using the QR Code system to comply with the island's daily carrying
capacity. (Photo courtesy of DENR Regional Strategic Communication and Initiatives Group)

ILOILO CITY - The provincial government of Aklan has denied breaching the daily threshold on
the carrying capacity of Boracay Island during the Holy Week and assured that it will stick to the
recommended 19,215 capacity at any given time.

“Technically we did not breach the carrying capacity of the island. We have agreed with the
(Malay) mayor (Frolibar S. Bautista) already that we have to synchronize our numbers because we
are basing our numbers on the actual tourists that pay the terminal fees in the Jetty port in
Caticlan and Cagban,” said Aklan Governor Florencio Miraflores during a press conference on the
island on Friday.

He said recorded was the number of tourists coming to Boracay but those leaving the island were
not reflected.

Miraflores said they are looking at putting a cap based on the number of QR codes being
generated by their system.

“As per advice by the DILG (Department of the Interior and Local Government) we should make
sure that we will not exceed the 6,400 arrivals a day. If that would be the case then we can do so
by putting a cap on the QR code that is issued on that particular day,” he said.
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Aklan to put cap on Boracay tourist arrivals

The governor added that they only surpassed the arrivals on Maundy Thursday when they
recorded 12,176 tourists but 4,320 guests also left the island on the same day.

For April, the average arrivals are less than 6,000 a day, he said.

While he could not give the exact time when the cap will start, Miraflores has already instructed
their Information Technology (IT) personnel to do it in such a way that there is no disruption on
the arrival of tourists.

He said a proper study will be done and ample time will be given to allow tourists to adjust to
their guidelines.

DILG Undersecretary Epimaco Densing I11, in the same press conference, said they are looking at
2023 for the review of the carrying capacity, which is done usually every five years depending on
the development of the island.

“It is the responsibility of the local government units to make sure that it does not exceed the
carrying capacity and as far as we are concerned the national government agencies —-DILG, DENR
(Department of Environment and Natural Resources), we're monitoring to ensure that local
government are complying with the carrying capacity ,” Densing said.

On Friday, the Boracay Inter-Agency Task Force (BIATF) chaired by DENR Secretary Jim
Sampulna convened on the island and discussed updates on various rehabilitation interventions
and how they will move forward as their mandate is about to end on June 30, 2022. (PNA)

Source: https://www.pna.gov.ph/articles/1173336
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DENR Warriors Show Support to Environmental Heroes

Friday, April 29, 2022 Journal Online

Players for the Department of Environment and Natural Resources basketball team, DENR
Warriors, grace the 3rd Environmental Heroes Awarding Ceremony spearheaded by the
Environmental Heroes Foundation, Inc. (EHFI) led by its chair, former Chief Justice Reynato S.
Puno (5th from left). In 2020, the Warriors donated their prize money of P4AM as champions of the
UNTYV Cup to the families of environmental heroes. Others in photo are Assistant Secretary for
Enforcement, Solid Waste Management and Local Government Units Concerns and EHFI
executive director Atty. Daniel Darius M. Nicer and Legal Affairs Service Director and Warriors
assistant coach Atty. Norlito A. Eneran, (6th and 4th from left, respectively). The ceremony was
held during the annual celebration of Earth Day on April 22 at the DENR multi-purpose building
in Quezon City.

Source: https://journal.com.ph/denr-warriors-show-support-to-environmental-heroes/
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DENR Honors Fallen Environmental Defender

Friday, April 29, 2022 Journal Online
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Department of Environment and Natural Resources (DENR) Undersecretary for Luzon,
Visayas and Environment Atty. Juan Miguel T. Cuna and Environmental Heroes Foundation, Inc.
chair former Chief Justice Reynato S. Puno (left and middle, respectively) hand over the plaque of
recognition for environmental hero Gaudencio Arafia Jr., (inset) to his son-in-law Eric Matiga
(right) for his exemplary bravery and commitment to the protection of the environment. Arafa’s
work as informant for DENR-Region 3 led to the confiscation of illegally-sourced wood products,
conveyances, and chainsaws. He was fatally shot on September 2019. His family also received a
livelihood package from the foundation. The awarding of Environmental Heroes was held during
the Earth Day celebration on April 22 at the DENR Multi-purpose building in Quezon City.

Source: https://journal.com.ph/denr-honors-fallen-environmental-defender/
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DENR, EHFI Name Ronald L. Corpuz as Environmental Hero

Friday, April 29, 2022 Journal Online
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In recognition of environmental heroes in the country, Department of Environment and
Natural Resources (DENR) Undersecretary for Policy, Planning, and International Affairs Atty.
Jonas R. Leones (left) hands over the posthumous award of Ronald L. Corpuz to his daughter Ron
Donn Corpuz (3rd from left) accorded by the Environmental Heroes Foundation, Incorporated
(EHFI). Corpuz was a forest ranger in Mufioz, Nueva Ecija who was killed by illegal loggers in
2019. The first tranche of cash assistance amounting to 100,000 was also given to his wife Donavilla
Corpuz (3rd from right). With Leones are (from right to left) EHFI Board of Trustees Chair and
Former Chief Justice Reynato S. Puno, Nueva Ecija Provincial Environment and Natural Resources
Officer Joselito M. Blanco, and Mufioz Community Environment and Natural Resources Officer
Florencio J. Lalu. The 3rd Environmental Heroes Awarding Ceremony and Earth Day Celebration
was held on April 22, 2022 at the DENR multi-purpose building.

Source: https://journal.com.ph/denr-ehfi-name-ronald-I-corpuz-as-environmental-hero/
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April 29, 2022 @ 2:16 PM 16 hours ago

MANILA, Philippines — Tiniyak ng Department of Environment and Natural Resources (DENR) na
ang mga iligal na naninirahan sa loob ng government-protected areas sa Masungi at Upper Marikina
watershed ay parurusahan kung patuloy silang lalabag sa environmental laws.

“We assure His Excellency President Rodrigo Duterte, that the DENR has been consistent in
identifying culprits operating in protected areas, investigating on violations, and filing charges
against the violators in Masungi and Upper Marikina River Basin Protected Landscape (UMRBPL),”
ani Acting Secretary Jim Sampulna sa isang pahayag nitong Huwebes.

Ang pahayag ng DENR ay matapos hilingin ng Palasyo sa ahensya na magsampa ng mga kaso laban
sa mga lumalabag sa environmental laws, kasunod ng mga ulat na ang mga mapaminsalang
development activities na isinasagawa sa watershed.

Idinagdag ni Sampulna na ang DENR, sa pakikipag-ugnayan sa National Bureau of Investigation-
Environmental Crimes Division (NBI-EnCD) at mga tauhan ng UMRBPL-Protected Area
Management Office (PAMO), ay nagsampa ng mga kaso laban sa mga ilegal na nakatira noong 2021.

Sa kabilang banda, iniulat ng DENR-CALABARZON na mula Agosto 2018 hanggang Marso 2022, 96
na show cause order at 43 cease-and-desist order ang inilabas dahil sa ilegal na konstruksyon,
trabaho, at/o pagsasagawa ng negosyo nang walang clearance mula sa Protektado. Lupon ng
Pamamahala ng Lugar.
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Bababoy sa Masungi kakasuhan ng DENR

Ayon sa pahayag, ang pagtatayo ng mga iligal na istruktura sa loob ng mga protektadong lugar ay
lumalabag sa ilang batas, kabilang ang Republic Act (RA) 7586, na inamyenda ng RA 11038 o ang
National Integrated Protected Area Systems (NIPAS) Act of 2018, at Section 81 (dating Section 71)
ng Presidential Decree 705 o ang Forestry Reform Code of the Philippines.

Nilinaw din ng acting DENR chief na ang tatlong kumpanyang inisyughan nila ng mineral
production sharing agreement (MPSA) sa lugar ay hindi pa operational simula noong 2004.

Aniya, ang isang MPSA ay mag-e-expire sa 2023, habang ang dalawa pa ay mag-e-expire sa 2024. RNT

Source: https://www.remate.ph/bababoy-sa-masungi-kakasuhan-ng-denr/
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Sara orders retrieval, recycling of used election
paraphernalia

By Che Palicte April 29, 2022, 5:51 pm

REMIERE. © 13K

Davao City Mayor Sara Z. Duterte. (PNA file photo)

DAVAO CITY - Mayor Sara Z. Duterte has ordered political candidates here to create their own
teams tasked with retrieving and recycling election materials after the May 9 elections.

In an executive order on April 27, Duterte required all local candidates to participate in a three-
day removal and recycling activity on May 10, 11, and 12.

“The city government urges local and national candidates to be responsible for ensuring that their
campaign materials will be disposed of and properly managed after Election Day as these will no
longer serve their purpose,” the City Information Office said, quoting Duterte's executive order.

Duterte acknowledged the need to ensure the proper disposal of the campaign materials to avoid
contributing to more waste products and promote effective waste management in the city.

“The collected election paraphernalia during the cleanup should not be disposed of into garbage
bins and collection points as they must be recycled by the teams or should be delivered to
recycling centers,” she said.

Meanwhile, the Department of Environment and Natural Resources in Davao Region (DENR-11)
said it is continuously expediting orders to take down campaign materials posted on trees.



STRATEGIC April 30, 2022 [ Headiine
§ COMMUNICATION & S —— Date |:|Editoria|
‘—l ) olumn

CerncE ¥ PHILIPPINE NEWS AGENCY E‘;p‘m

w SERVICE 20f2
Page D Feature Article

Sara orders retrieval, recycling of used election
paraphernalia

DENR-11 said their clearing campaign in the city started on April 18.

DENR-11 Director Bagani Fidel Evasco reminded the local and national candidates to inform their
supporters that placing campaign materials on naturally growing or planted trees would violate
Republic Act No. 3571.

The law prohibits the cutting, destroying, or injuring of planted or growing trees, flowering plants,

shrubs, or plants of scenic value along public roads, in plazas, parks, school premises, or any other
public ground. (PNA)

Source; https://www.pna.gov.ph/articles/1173275
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"EWS 0" [.UE LEGARDA HINIMIMOK ANG MGA KABATAAN NA MAKIBAMAGI SA ZERO WASTE CAMFAIGN

e lE ® STORE NG VIBER AT I-SEARCH ANC KATRIBU. INAANYAYAHAN ANGC LAHAT UPANGC SUMALISA Al

Makibahagi sa zero waste campaign, hiling ni Legarda
sa mga kabataan

Nanawagan si Senatorial candidate Loren Legarda sa
mga kabataang Pilipino na pangalagaan ang kanilang
kinabukasan sa pamamagitan ng aktibong pakikilahok
sa pagtugon sa mga isyung pangkalikasan partikular na
ang problema sa solid waste management.

https://www.facebook.com/tribunephl/videos/
713830382983805/

Source:

https://www.facebook.com/tribunephl/videos/713830382983805/
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Climate change creating new virus hotspots 'in our backyard'

Daniel Lawler - Agence France-Presse
April 29, 2022 | 8:21pm

An aerial view shows Lake Milh, also known as Razzaza Lake, which is facing the perils of drought in Iraq's central
province of Karbala on April 23, 2022.

AFP

PARIS, France — Climate change will drive animals towards cooler areas where their first
encounters with other species will vastly increase the risk of new viruses infecting humans, raising
the threat of another pandemic, researchers warned Thursday.

There are currently at least 10,000 viruses that have the capacity to cross over into humans
“circulating silently" among wild mammals, mostly in the depths of tropical forests, according to a
study published in the Nature journal.

But as rising temperatures force those mammals to abandon their native habitats, they will meet
other species for the first time, creating at least 15,000 new instances of viruses jumping between
animals by 2070, the study forecasted.

This process has likely already begun, will continue even if the world acts quickly to reduce carbon
emissions and poses a major threat to both animals and humans, the researchers said.

"We have demonstrated a novel and potentially devastating mechanism for disease emergence that
could threaten the health of animal populations in the future, which will most likely have
ramifications for our health too," said study co-author Gregory Albery, a disease ecologist at
Georgetown University.


https://www.philstar.com/authors/1806895/daniel-lawler
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Climate change creating new virus hotspots 'in our backyard'

"This work provides us with more incontrovertible evidence that the coming decades will not only
be hotter, but sicker," Albery said.

The study, five years in the making, looked at 3,139 species of mammals, modelling how their
movements would change under a range of global warming scenarios, then analysing how viral
transmission would be affected.

They found that new contacts between different mammals would effectively double, with first
encounters occurring everywhere in the world, but particularly concentrated in tropical Africa and
Southeast Asia.

The threat of bats

Global warming will also cause those first contacts to take place in more highly populated areas,
where people "are likely to be vulnerable, and some viruses will be able to spread globally from any
of these population centres".

Likely hotspots include the Sahel, the Ethiopian highlands and the Rift VValley, India, eastern China,
Indonesia, the Philippines and some European population centres, the study found.

The research was completed just weeks before the start of the coronavirus pandemic, but
emphasised the unique threat posed by bats, in which Covid is believed to have first emerged.

As the only mammal that can fly, bats can travel far greater distances than their land-bound
brethren, spreading disease as they go.

Bats are believed to already be on the move, and the study found they accounted for a large majority
of potential first encounters with other mammals, mostly in Southeast Asia.

Even if the world does massively and quickly reduce its greenhouse gas emissions -- a scenario that
still seems some way off -- it might not help for this problem.

The modelling showed that the mildest climate change scenarios could lead to more cross-species
transmission than the worst-case scenarios, because slower warming gives the animals more time
to travel.

‘Not preventable'

The researchers also tried to work out when the first encounters between species could start
happening, expecting it would be later this century.

But "surprisingly" their projections found that most first contacts would be between 2011-2040,
steadily increasing from there.

"This is happening. It is not preventable even in the best-case climate change scenarios, and we
need to put measures in place to build health infrastructure to protect animal and human
populations,” Albery said.

The researchers emphasised that while they had focused on mammals, other animals could harbour
zoonotic viruses -- the name for viruses that jump from animals to humans.
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Climate change creating new virus hotspots 'in our backyard'

They called for further research on the threat posed by birds, amphibians and even marine
mammals, as melting sea ice allows them to mingle more.

The study's co-author Colin Carlson, a global change biologist also at Georgetown, said climate
change is "creating innumerable hotspots of future zoonotic risk -- or present day zoonotic risk --
right in our backyard."

"We have to acknowledge that climate change is going to be the biggest upstream driver of disease
emergence, and we have to build health systems that are ready for that."

Source: https://www.philstar.com/headlines/climate-and-
environment/2022/04/29/2177715/climate-change-creating-new-virus-hotspots-in-our-

backyard
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Green finance set to fund burning waste in cement Kkilns

Projects to burn waste, including plastic, as alternative fuel in cement kilns are being considered
for 'green’ financing, drawing criticism from environmentalists.

Chemical plants release toxic smoke. Hard-to-abate heavy industries such as cement production, iron and steel
manufacturing and chemicals account for almost 20 per cent of Southeast Asia’s energy-related emissions today.
Image: Shutterstock

By Gillian Parker
4 minute readApril 28, 2022

The cement industry, a major source of greenhouse gas emissions, could soon be eligible to tap
green financing markets to pay for waste to be burned as fuel in its kilns. While the industry is
touting this as a way to reduce its reliance on fossil fuels, environmentalists say it will discourage
one of the world’s biggest polluting industries from transitioning to cleaner energy.

The Climate Bonds Initiative (CBI), a London-headquartered group which mobilises global capital
for climate action, is proposing climate financing criteria for the cement industry that uses
municipal waste to be burned in cement kilns as an alternative fuel, according to a draft Cement
Criteria currently under public consultation until 7 May.

The Global Cement and Concrete Association (GCCA), an industry group representing some of the
world’s biggest producers, told Eco-Business that using waste as a fuel reduces its reliance on fossil
fuels and that the extremely high heat used in its kilns ensures waste is treated in a “safe and
environmentally sound way”.

Source: https://www.eco-business.com/news/green-finance-set-to-fund-burning-waste-in-
cement-kilns/
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Shipping trade measures real carbon emissions for first
time

One of the hardest industries to decarbonise is deploying a carbon measurement system that
could enable a more reliable path to net-zero.
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Shipping emissions are projected to grow from 3 per cent today to 17 per cent of all man-made carbon pollution by
2050, at the current rate of industry growth. Mathieu Carlier, founder and chief executive of Everimpact, says using
real-time carbon emissions sensors on ships marked a step towards solving "one of the shipping’s most overdue
challenges". Image: Robin Hicks/Eco-Business

By Robin Hicks
3 minute readApril 28, 2022

Shipping is one of the toughest industries to decarbonise with efforts complicated by the difficulty
to accurately measure the emissions of vessels.

To get a clearer picture of the emissions of ships, eight of the world’s biggest shipping and supply
chain firms are installing carbon measurement hardware onboard vessels and at ports, it was
announced on Thursday.

Maritime emissions are typically measured using mathematical models or visual analysis of
exhaust stack smoke. The use of online carbon calculators have produced a range of different
results depending on the technology used, which makes tracking the decarbonisation of the sector
unreliable. The cost of hardware, high temperatures in exhaust stacks and harsh weather
conditions have further stalled efforts to install carbon measurement technology.

Source: https://www.eco-business.com/news/shipping-trade-measures-real-carbon-emissions-for-
first-time/
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Credit Suisse joins growing list of banks shunning deep-sea
mining

Credit Suisse is the sixth major global bank to introduce a policy that rules out funding deep-sea
exploration and extraction. Asian banks have yet to form a policy on deep-sea mining, which is
estimated to be worth US$150 trillion in gold deposits alone.

Mineral nodules on the deep sea floor. Image: Mongabay

By Robin Hicks
3 minute readApril 29, 2022

Credit Suisse has committed to rule out financing deep-sea mining.

The French multinational bank published new lending guidelines for sectors with high
environmental, social and governance (ESG) risk on Wednesday, and declared that it would not
provide any financing for the exploration or extraction of seabed minerals.

It is the latest global bank to step away from the controversial pursuit of deep-sea minerals,
which supporters of extraction say is necessary to power the energy transition, and less
environmentally and socially destructive than land-based mining.

Source: https://www.eco-business.com/news/credit-suisse-joins-growing-list-of-banks-shunning-
deep-sea-mining/
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Australian rainforest birdlife threatened

%/ By Xinhua News Agency
April 30, 2022

SYDNEY: Bird populations in Australian rainforests have failed to rebound from the bushfires that
tore through large swathes of the nation more than two years ago, according to a new study.

The report, published in Global Ecology and Conservation and released on Thursday, investigated
the unprecedented impact of the 2019-2020 "Black Summer" fires on the Gondwana Rainforests,
which stretched about 366,500 hectares across the states of New South Wales (NSW) and
Queensland.

Researchers from the University of New South Wales (UNSW) Center for Ecosystem Science said
it was the first time the World Heritage-listed area had been subjected to such devastating blazes,
which wiped out about half the area.

"These rainforests are 40 million years old, and the fact we've burned up to half of it in just one
fire season is astounding," said the report's lead author, UNSW ecology researcher Josh Lee.

Lee told Xinhua on Friday that initially the birds, unlike other wildlife trapped in the fires, were
able to escape but they were now in peril because their habitat was struggling to recover.

"Some Australian bushland areas, such as those with eucalyptus trees, do well after fires, as it's
part of their cycle, but that's not the case with rainforests," he said.

Lee said among the hardest hit bird species were the wompoo fruit-dove and the paradise riflebird
which eat insects, leaves or fruit.

"Rainforests need these birds to eat and then disperse the seeds for the trees to grow in other parts
of the rainforest — if we don't have the pigeons and doves to help the fire-affected areas
regenerate, then we are in real trouble," he said.

The researchers say it is essential to continue studying the effects of large fires on the long-term
conservation of rainforests, especially as climate change is expected to make such natural disasters
more common.

"Because of how unique these ecosystems are and how rarely they burn, we really don't know
much about what the recovery will look like," Lee said.

He said it would, therefore, be important to get an accurate timeline as to when other flora and
fauna, not just birds, return to such fire-ravaged areas.

"There are a lot of species that only exist in the rainforests — they are not found anywhere else —
so, if we did lose enough of these areas, then whole groups of species would be threatened with
extinction," Lee said.

Source; https://www.manilatimes.net/2022/04/30/news/world/australian-rainforest-birdlife-
threatened/1841842
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Illegal ivory tusks seized in Netherlands

By Agence France-Presse

April 30, 2022

THE HAGUE: Dutch law officials seized several elephant tusks worth tens of thousands of euros
in a probe into illegal ivory smuggling, police said on Thursday (Friday in Manila). In their latest
haul, police and customs officers intercepted 85 kilograms (187 pounds) of ivory, valued at around
50,000 euros ($52,000) in the port city of Rotterdam. The investigation was triggered when a
postal company noted a large and suspicious package containing a wooden crate. Inside, police
found a single tusk — which had been sent for forensic analysis. Other subsequent shipments
have been intercepted, police said.

Source; https://www.manilatimes.net/2022/04/30/news/world/illegal -ivory-tusks-seized-in-
netherlands/1841833
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DENR urges fast land title process

TO put an end to land Jim O. Sampulna  dexsecretary fur Legal, land confllet,” he suid.
conflicts and insurgency to the Land Management Adoumistration, Human Sampulna also urdcred
in the country, land Ez Buresu (1.MB) other ﬁom ‘.:lml leglshbve 'l'll(; e :"s Ewml offi-
tlmf procedures must br  DENR affices in cmphmoc ars al supzrnsmg cials 10 fast|
fasi-tracked. 50 with President Rodrign Roa  undersscretary of LMB 85 bution lmuisunhmmend

This & the dmof Evzynfv -)}J:em‘ Ms o:damfast—tmk ﬁut-trabn:;hn H offégl of t‘t'flxy:; i lll i |
the arlment i- the la areas use af :

o and at 70% of the conflict live directors

Sﬂméb‘(m K Mw;j-ﬁgqnﬂ'&nﬁmumdﬁhﬁﬁ ‘Around us is myqbﬂ,hy can faai-lra:k this, to be

T

By CORY

MARTINEZ

menitoted by LMB Directoc  filkes of residential lands.
Emel;muT g, forustobe  As he scknowledged
-ableto dislibute Jands untl  the low number of Fi P
theemiufdneyw;‘hesauj nos with land titles, Sam-
Republic Act 10023 of puliw underscored the iin.
the Residential Free Paterd porlace of bringing the
;rt rmz:d:;:els the DENER agtcixcy t: sewﬁs W the
ac E) ubhic to eage ¢ LOCE SN
plicau%zpb fur ; pi\uegl g'lg of frue palenh'ip
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Marikina Watershed,
patuloy na sinisira

KAPAG hindi umaksivon si President Duteric at
ang Department of Environment and Nautural &
Resources (DENR) sa ginagawang illegal mining, =
quarrying at resort copstruction sa Masunyi at Up-
per Marikina Watershed sa Baras, Rizal, delubyo
ang mangyavari sa Marikina at macaming siyudad ¢
at bayan sa Melro Manila, . o

Nakahlunos ong maoring mangyari kupuy hindi

rapuinl ang mga ginagawang malawakang paghnho-
kay sa rescrve areas, Ang Mariking watershed ay
nupigknlooban ng proteksiyon sa ilalim ng Repulilic
Act No. 7586 o any Nativnal Integrated Protected
Areas System (NIPAS) Act of 1992,

Pero s kabila nitn, patuloy ang ilegal na nktibidad
sa lugar at walang puknat na sinisira, Sabi ng wiga
residente sa Baras, Rizal, nang manalasa umano ang

ong Ulysses noong 2020, buong havan ng Baras
ay hinalia na hindi naman nangyayari dati. Mabilis
umanong tumnas aag cublg. Nangangamba sila na

R —

|

kung hindi ipatitigil ang illeyal setivities sa Mariking

watershed protected arcas, baka malunod sila at ma-

matay. Dapat na wmansong maputol ang guarrying,

wining at iba pang paghubukay ua nakasisira at
' -

1 nn%o.pahina 82 lupa.,
vong Miyerkules, amapela ang Muasungl
Aseoreserye Faundalion kay President Duterte at
DENR Sec. Jim Sapulna na kanselahin ang mineral
production sharing agreements sa Upper Muriking
Watershed wpang mapigilan ang panganib na idudu-
Tot ng mga ginagawang aktibidad va lugar. Ang srapo
ng Masungi ang nagpapunatili at nagre-rehabilitate
sa portion ng watershade upang magsilbi itong “first
linc of defense™ Lihan sa pagbaha kung may Dagya.
Sagot ni President Duterte sa Masungi Foundation,
sampahan og kaso ang mga sumisiva sa Marikina
Watershed, Ipinag-utos miya ito sa DENR secretary nt
sa Anti-illegal Ingging: Tysk Force, Ayon sa Presidente,
naugangamiia «ila 53 illegal activities na ginagawa s
watershed, _ o
Ngayong nag-utos na ang presidente, kumilys
NAMAN Sand ng maayns ang DENR at iba pang ahen-
slva para mapigil ang illegal quarrying at mininy s
lugar. Alamin ng DENR knng sino ang nasa likod ng
QUAITYiug operatinns suon, Avon sa repart “malalalos
at malalaking pulitiko™ ang muy-ari ng quarrying at
minpl:g I}slnga hindi maip‘l;anﬁgil 40g OPCrasyon.
nahon na para paghayarin ang mga taong sumi-

a0 L

wira sa ka
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' Mt. Arayat declared
protected area

PRESIDENT Ruslrigu Duterie has
signed inlo law a measure declaring
ML Arayat in Arvagal, Pampaaga as a
protected area, :
Pampangs Rep: Aureba “Dong™
Conenles Jr, the principu] aothor, ex-
pressed gratitusde to the Presidant fue
“cianing Republic Act 11684,
Accordmy tn Gonzales, the law will
ennble the national government,
through the artment of Natural
Resources andd Envicorsnent (DENR.,
the previncial govermaon: of Pampan-
l’,;a and the towns of Arayat and fMaga-

ang, to conserve and preservedits natu-

ral reseun o5, caltural symfcance snd
weriso putensial fur the benefit of vur

people, ek R ,
He said the DENER. in landem with
the lenal governmentumits, conld pro-
mosethe mountaimanditsnearby come
munities as towrist destinations.

“They conld also encotrage smalk

scale farming, monntain climbing, hik-
ing, biking, and similar activities. We
have good roads leading to the protect-
ed ama, as well as g

infrastructuce
there,” Gonzales said,

Tnder the law, the DENR secretary
venalel destgnate buffer wones as an ad-
ditional layer of prutection fo the Mt
Acavat Pr Landscape (MAPL)

In case the desigmtedaguffer areas
affect private lands, the lsndowners

wiuld be required o desipn their devel-
opment with due consideration 1o e
MAPL manggenwnl plaa.

‘T he protecteciandscapetvould beman-
aged By a buard headed by the DENR

legirmul director and oo 16 of wema-

tors who ary residents of Puanpangy, dis-

trict representadves of LGUs where Mt

Aravat iz located. and reprosentatives of
ccomcemed LGLs and government agen-

cies, inciuding the Department of Tourism
ard Dépastiment of Agriculluce,

Wiile Aravad s pacl ol Gonzales” oz
chituency, the town or Mapaiang belongs
o the fivet district.

Themana _[nmtl’mnr_dnm’ltlc‘hargﬁna—
sonable foes For the e of MAPL faalities,
Colections would go to a trust fund for the
maintenance and developrent of theaea

. Jester Manalastas
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PRESIDENT Rodriga Raa
Dub;;tej (l:iR.RDI Jhlda‘
S A law declaring M.
A?:yat in Arayat tuwm in
Pampa i is-
Iative dnhm as A p et
vd landseape or area.

Rep. Aurclio “Dong”
Gongzales jr. un Friday
hanked the Proswdent for
sig Republiv Act (RA)
I\i 11684, of which the
mrgmessnmx 15 the pring-
pal author,

e Ly will enable
natienal overnment,
threugh the Deparient of
Naturai Resnun:es and
Eovirosunent (DENR], the
grovmual geverument of

and the towns
af Aravat and Magalaryz,
ere e monntain is lo-

caled, tu conarive und pre-
serve it3 natural resourves,
enllural significance, wnd
tourispy poteniicl for the
Denefit ©F ovr peaple,”
Coswales spid.

He sa:d lheDENE could
promote the monnein and
nearby cammunitios as
tourist destinations i tan-
dem with the local BOVET-
ment unite (LCUS).

“I'ney could alsn en-
oourage sl scale farm-

E mountain climbing,
i y and soiilar
achvrﬁc-.s e have good

mads leading & the pxo-
tecled area, as well as 50
infrasiructure there,
2aid
Uuder the law, the
l)hNRbeaPh\'v cotdd s

ignate buffer zones as an

additional laver of protuc-

Hion to [he Mt Avasit Pro-

teclend Luncscape (MATL),
I e devipnaced buffer

arcas alfect privaic lands,

the huwlowness svould b
required te design their
development with e con-
sideration £ ;he MAPL
Mapement plan,

The pmlcgwd land-
SC&PC WDU K.' anana
Ir( u bnal'd headed by %ed

1al direstor and
oompma of senators who
are residents of Pamp m
24, distvict representati
q! LGUHs where Mt Ara'.at
locaied, anl TERTERRLitL
b\res al congerned ! G L'
and government

+including the D«-parlnumt

By RYAN PONCE
PACPACO

01' Toutism (DX sind the
l{_t;g.umwm of Agr ruthee

While Arayai is part of
mItm.les fc&namumﬁ;—
e wyn o Al
1o the 16t distict, galang
¥ mam;;emenl Boend
cowld charge reasanuble
fees for the use »F MATT.
fucilities.  Collections
would go t0 a lrust fnd
for the malintenance and
develapmcm of the ares.
DENR seretary is

,mzmdatod tu include sddi-
txonall fnll:ﬂmg for the

M in anrraat bud

ek pro%m.xl to the Deaan _
apement | -I) and Con-
gress. g -
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ol April in Boracay Island, 11 is a
luxusy 1 have mdulged mysell and
my famlln after two vears of being
maml» un lockdown,

It was my fourdh time in Boracay
and the fiust tme with my fanily.
Thix is also the fest tine tiat [ ook
the Rofto boat from Batangas, which
ook us an an wvernight tavel of
about 10 hours. 188 an entirely differ-
entexperience compared to air travel,
and is advisable if you are traveling
in A g gronp and plan ta stay i the
island for a longer time and thus
would carcy a lotal luggage

_ »CorfrerasAS

I CONTRERAS FROM A1

The first time | went to Roracay
was inthe early 19490s, which was
before the tourism boom in the
island. Tt was followed by a trip or-
ganized by myuniversity a decade
after. In this trip. | already saw the
growing momber af establishments
and the intensifation of tourism

| commercialization, My thiid visit

was when | hrought my students
on a field expusure trip sometine
in the middle part of the decade of
the 20101s It was then that 1 began
to wilness an island bursting at the
seams of overdevelopment.

‘This time around, [ say a toslly
different Doracay. The beaches are
now cleanerand the inner maim road
is now wider and rorcrete. Excepn
for Holy Thursday and Good Friday
when there was unusual awding, -
crowls in Boracay are now niore
manageable aixl kess inlimidating,

Some peaple accuse President Ro-

+ drigo Duterte of so many things, but
one thingthat he did right waswhen
he nrdered the chosure of Boracay for
rehabilivation. T was a biter pill 10
take: [or certaly it caused dismup-
tiois and economic suffering for
the island residents who depend on

| tourism for their lvelikood.

field work as I eonversed with
ordinary people - from service
wirkers in restaurants, hatels and
shops. to masseuses and massels
in 5pas, to etricycle drivers and
boat operators. All of them adiil-
ted to the difficulties they faced
from the ene-two punch assaulis
hrought by the closures due to
envirapmental rehabilitation and
the pandemic. Butall of them also
expressed| their acceptance of the
necessity or the inevitability of
buth, and that what did not lall
them actually made them, and
their island, stronger and better.
There iz also 3 new kind of ethas
that permeates the air of Baracay:
One now feels safer, a feeling one
geis by watching the ubiquitous
presence uf police personnel,.in
their unigue uniforms, perhaps
the only force wearing shorts, pa.
trolling and watching over major
areas of the istand, along White
Beach and in major inesenions.,
‘there is a sense of respect and a
fecling of reassurance that thev
evince by their very presence.
LiCol. Dicksie Dot cle Dios, the
chiel of police of Malay that has ju-
rsdiction overthe island, aurlbiuies
this to the discipline professional-

" ism and the new sense of pride that

he hes incolcated = bis relatively

young policz corps. ln our pne-
month stay in Boracay, we did pot
hear of any major incident except
for a brawl between two relatives
who were both drunk. Instead, we
heard a series of arrests and ap-
prebension of personalities with
pending warrants, or were fugitives
from the law who thought that the
island syould shelter them from be-
ing reached by the law’s long arm.
There is also another develop-
ment 1 ohserved here. It speaks of
T paliciey has deaved the island's
_ long-tenn inhabitants. A majority of

\Sa ::]‘l[\:" 'I":‘ll WEON . A | IIPPFR PrGE] SANNER ENORINL CapRjuDs
SR The Wanil Timeg 2+ = = =
m--“‘”_"”“" faranives ‘ RE] SOMES
S Sk
T 04-30- 8 il
me: YA RATF
BOI'BC&Y ChangEd . The closure of the island pre- the island's elite residents, like hotel
Recovery, peace and pared its residens for the even and restaurant owners, induding
Order and llthS Ionger lockdowns due'to the those who are not kocals, are parial
po Covid-19 pandemic. It was cet- toward Vice Fresitlent Maria Leonor
b tainly a test of their resilience and Rohredo, On the otherhand, a goad
I¥ltam- their ability 1o absorb eranamic number of the service and other
ily and 1 shocks and dismuptions in their blue-collar wotkers prefer former
spent Lhe lives, My natural curiosity as a senatar kerdinand Marcos Jr. What
entice trained social science researcher is interesting is that initially, some
mouth brought me to doing imprampty Marcos supporters were hesitant o

articulate their preference. When
probed furtlies, they expressed ap-
prehension because theiremployers
are for Robredo and some were not
comfortable disagreeing wirh them.
Others were hesitant to reveal theic

- preference tovaard anyoneather (han

Robredo to avoid being scolded by
pro-Robredo customers who, ey
saidd, awe more vocal and aggressive:

There are lwo myths, both of
which are baserl on lies, that 1 dis-
covered prevailing over ordinary
island residents. There are those
who hesitate 10 vote for Marcos
berause they have been told. some
by their employers while others by
palitical elites, that he world seize
and expropriate the entire island 10
their disadvantage. And then there
are thase who are willing 10 defy
elite presure and insist on voting
for MarcosJi, because of thepromise
thathe hasaccess lotwnsof gold that
he can give ta peopileshould hewin,

What this political tandscape in
the island implies is that while its
pulitical economy and cultural exyl-
ogy may beuniguely detenmined by
tourism, its political complexion is
very much draven fior how people
we themselves. They exist at the
margins of an economy that dwells
on commercializing irs natural
landscape, and thus would be a1 the
mercy of the elite class that conmols
the tourism industry. They will
continue to negoliaie their survival
as they create spaces where they
can awert themselves, like on their
chaice for president.

The fate of this island will now
largely depend on good leaders,
both local and national. President
Dulerte deancd the beaches, while a
disciplined local polive farce under
LiCal. de Dios kept ity peace. The
hope of many is that whuever wins
this May will protect this island
from threats of excessive exploitative
capitalism and enable its people to

_make te right decisiose.

—
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San Miguel’s Parex and
CO2 emissions claim

URING the Environmental

Management Buteau's pub-
lichearing on the proposed Fasig
River Expressway (Parex) last
March 25, 2022, one of tie dis-
turbing statements made by San
Miguel Coip. (SMC] Infiastiuc-
ture was that the Parex would
reduce carbon diozide (€CO2)
emissions — in effect declaring
that an uthan expressway was
a lool w fLight cimate change
This goes against the natural
logic and camman chservation
that more oad space lor wwolor
vehides attracts increased motor
vehicle use and theretore more
CO2 production from Lurning
fossil fuals.

Ahis claim was. alsa-made by
SMC Infrastructure 1o the Office
of the President in response ta
(uestinns raised by Malacanang
Because the assertion was made
to the highest levels of govern-
ment, to national agencies re-
sponsible for ransportation and
the environmenr, and to con-
cerned stakeholders, it shauld
be based on science and backed
by carcful analysis. Because the
climate crisis affects all of us
protoundly, sud a stalewent
should not be made unless it
is evidence-based. If false, and
if urban expressways lead 1o
increased CO2 pmissions, SMC's
statement could misinform leey
decision-makers and encourage
tnvesunent decsions that could
be harmiful w Tilipinos and the
planet.

On April 21, 2022, the Move
As One Caalilion wiole w tw
Climate Change Commission re-
questing that it and/or its panel
of experts comment on the i
pact of an urban expressway on
climate change and on whethe:
thew kiew of any expeas recom-

mending uthan expresswavs as -

a measure to mitigate climate
change. The following day, | put
out a call ao sucdial media for

ROBERT
5y

any academic studyv ar scholardy
worl that supported SMC Infra-
structure’s claim tegarding the
alleged heneficial climate impact
of iithan explessways. As of this
writing, I hiuve not recetved any
submission carraborating that
claim,

I also wied louking through
the varinus papers of the In
ternational Panel on Climate
Change (IPCC) - the autheri-
tative global seient fic body on
climate change and its causes,
potential impacts and respouse
pptions. I 4 teport released on
April 4, 2022, the [PCC called
for immediate and diastic uts

in greenhouse gas (GHC) emis-
sions il we are to stay within a
2-deyeee warmer world, There
seems 10 be ne recummendation
i any IPCC report about build:
ing more urbun expressways to
rechice CO2 cmissions. On the
contrary, the 1PCC has been
critica! of Luvestments and sub-
sidies thdl encuwage Licicased
moterization.

In my seareh fo the relation-
ship between CO2 emissions
and expressways, what I found

was studv after studv that con-

cluded that new expresswavs
encouraged more motur vehide
nse increased consumption ot
fugsil fuels and therefore. mare
emissions, This appears (o be the
consensus of climate scientists
and tragsporialion experls,
Increased motor vehicle use
due 1o the Parex was actually
confirmed Gy the Parex project
leader, Edgar Dona, who staved
atthejuly 14, 1021 public scop-
ing meeting thal, "We are awara

S I PP A
PAGE LAKKEL  EDNTORIAL  CARIDON
04730-22
DAlz

that the pruject will induce
more trips.” The groserh in mo-
tor vehicle wrips was again cor-
roborated by Dona at the March
25, 2022 public heating when
he disclosed that the volume
of motor wehicles on the Parex
was expected 10 rise steadily
and exceed the roadivay’s design
capacity by 2033,

SME Inftastiuciuge’s disclo-
suce regacding the ingrease in
motorvehicle trips is cansistent
with findings from a Califor-
nia knvironmental Protection
Agency report endtled “Impact
ol Highway Capacity and In-
duced ‘Itavel nn Passenger Ve-
bidle Tlse and Greenhouse Cas
[missions.” authored by Susan
Handy (University of Califor-
nia; Davis) and Marlan Boarnet
(University of Svuthern Califor-
nia) and dated Sept. 30, 2014,
Relow are the study's important
conclugions:

- “An increase in vehicle miles
traveled (VMT) attributable o
increases in capacity is called
‘induced travel” Any induced
travel that occurs reduces the
enccm'enms of I'dp}ﬂll)' EX[YANi=
st ds 4 stratepy for alleviating
trattic congestion and offsets any
reductions in GHG emissions
that wourld result from reduced
tungestion.”

> Robert Sy B2
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San Miguel’s
Parex
and CO2
emissions
claim

- “Increased high'way Ccapacity can.

- lead to increased YMT in the short
run in several ways: it people shift
from other modes to driving, if driv-
-ers make longer uips {by choosing
longer routes and/or mare distant
destinations), or if drivers make
more frequent trips . . . Studies con-
sistendly show that increased capacity
induces additional VMT."

- “An importani (uestion is
whether VMT on highways following
capacity espansion is partially offset

by decreases in VMT traveled on

‘other raads. This would be thegase if
drivers shifled from slower and more
congested -oads o the nmgtﬁtwly

a:pan&whfghum Howe
mk 3 Ty

not simply a shxfung of V\i‘]‘ trom
one road w another.”

- “[Alnyinduced tavel that occurs
reduces the effectiveness of capacity
expansion as a strategy for alleviat-
ing traffic congestion and offsets
any reduclions in GHG emissions
that would result from improved
traftic How "

- “Given the induced travel ef-
fect, capacity expansion has limited
potential as a strategy for reducing
congestion, The additional vehicle
travel induced by capavity expansion
increases GHG emissions as well as
other environmental eftects, includ-
ing increased air, water and noise
pollution.”

‘The abowe conclusions and SMC

Infrastrucluse’s own statements

regarding more vehicle trips due to

“indured demand call into question

its claims about the Parex’s impact
on CO2 emissions. Because climate

. change is today alife and deatl: smat-

ter for millions, any misinformation
or misrepresentacion about emis-
sians shauld not be tolerared ar left
uncorrected.

San Miguel Corpls stated values
indlude “doing what is right,” *profit
with honer,” and “acting with hon-
esty, faimess and integrity.” Today
and in the vears ahead, we need a
cowpany that is tue to is values
— not an entity rhat peddles "lake
news” in order (o suit its commercial
interests.

Robert Y. Sivis a development econ-
omist, city and regional planney, and
public Wansport advocate. He ean
be teached at mobilitymarters.ph@
vahao.com or followed o Twiiter
@ RobenRsiy.
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Cold chain industry
eyes energy efficiency

TIIE Philippine cold chain indus-
fry is ditning 10 be mnore energy-
efficient, the Board of [nvestments
(Bol) said, after the goverament
and the private sector signed a
memorandum of understand-
ing (Moll) for the creation of
guidelines on Minimum Energy
Pectormance (MEP) for the indus-
try, which includes commercial
refrigeration products.

In a statemen: an Friday; the’

Bol said it signed-the Moll with
the Department of Environment
and Natural Resotrces-Envion-
mental Management Burean, the
Department of Energy-Energy
Utilization Management Bureau

and the United Nations lndustrial -

Developmenit Organization o
April 8 this yeat.

. 'Republic Act 11285 or the “En
ergy Lfficiency and Conservatinn
Act” guides the development of
MED in'nponant industries in the
-counuy. 1he ageéhcy stressed that
the MEP encniizages energy savings

_at the sectar level while alsa con-
tributing to the country’s nationally

determined contribution targets. -

According to-the Bol, its gover-

nor, Marjorier Ramos: Saianiego, -

said the new alliance will Iielp
promote a sustainable cald chain
“business with a lower environ-

mental imprint and more efficient
CIETHY 115¢,

Ramos-Samaniegn, whe is also
the co-thainnan of the National

Cold Chain Commitee (NU3).

said cold chain activities in the
counuy consume a lot of encrgy,
and the MEP will urge local and
prospeclive operatoss to adopt
energy-efficient apelations,

As chairman of the NC3, the RBal
stated that it supporis efforts in
prepare policy recommendations
and align with existing programs/
strdtepies of voncerned goven-
ment ageneies in oder (o ensine
harmonization/camplementation
of strategic divections toward food
security and resilience through the
promotion of investments in cold
chain using greener technologies.

it will alsa assist the technical
workinggroup in dexeloping MEP
standards, and will offer relevant
availahle information in accor-
dance with applicable laws and
wepulations,

“The Bol and the NC3 is
100-percent committed 1o co-
implement this Moll and make
this project a success toward an
energy efficient and sustainable
Philippine cold chain industty,”
Ramos-Samanivgo was quoted a3
saymg. MAYVELINU. CARAHALI.O

i - S B
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_BY FAYE ALMAZAN L

ENERCY stakehalders on Friday under-
scored the urgency of transilioning to
renewable energw {RT:} in the countcy and
said the governiment can help aorac more
investmenis inn Lhe secton,

o a virual foium organized by The
Manita 1imes, Jose Lavug Jr., president of
Nevelopers of Renewable Energy fur Ad-
vanceent Tnc., said the Philippines Jias
a Jat to otfer NE invesiors, espedally now
thal degistation promoting alternatives o
fiossil fiels is in place. .

“We just need to make sure thal the
povernment enables them, and we need
10 declare as a fundamental policy ul the
government that we should have prefer-
ential bias for cleaner fors of indigenous
energy resources,’ Layuy said.

Layug noted that the Philippines has
abuuCanl RE resouces and should push

»RenewablesA8

B RENEWABLES FROM A1

fur itinstead of wlving on traditional fuel.
Layug said RT.is cheaperthan comventinnal

fuel and allaws the country fer be less reliant
on imported fuel resources.

REs never deplete and have lower carlion
enissian, he sqaid,

Layug added that another reason to push

. for RE is that “we don't produce a lot of

oil, hardly. We don't produce a lot of Zas. ..
and definitely we don't produce a lot of
coabi.. 8w, you can imagine iCwe have litle
resources, then we use our owo indigenous
eneigy resources.”

Citing data from the Depatment of En-

ergy (DOE), Layug said thal as of 2020, the
country generatel 7,653 megawatts {MW) of
renewable energy in installed capacity and
6,825 MW in dependable caparily.

He stressed 1he need [of the povermment
la be fully involved in RE development,
particuiarly in streamlining the requirements
needed in building power planis.

"It starts from [the] government. Be an

'enabler. don't crzate barriers so that we will

allzm more RE developers to put up more
power plants,” he said.

. * Charlie Ayco, WeGen Energy Philippines

chairman and p:esident. said one problem

- the country faces in developing renewables is

concentration risk, which isinherent in how
the grid is being organized.

10 address the tisk, Ayco called foF a de-
centralized distiibuted cnergy system and
building small household and community
solar installatiors bundled into one system.

Another risk Ayco mentioned is eneigy or
fuel source. 1le said the country stll relies
Targehy un coal, gasoline. diesel and namral gas:

He said (his can be addressed through di-

ENERGY PLAYERS PUSH
SHIFT TO RENEWABLES

versification, especially in renewable energy.

"tven if the cost of energy or the cost of
diesel or the cost of coal will increase 200 to
300 tinwes, they are already covered or they
are protected from that because...the energy
produced by these solar installations is al-
ready fixed. It will not fluctuate,” Avco said.

In a recorded message to the forum par-
ticipants, Energv Undersecretary William
fuentebella highlighted the innovations and
techinologies implemented by the govern-
ment in energizing off-g-id communities,

“We are promoting the productive uses
of renewable energy that nal anly enstres
electrification ol househelds in offprict areas,
but also mechanizes agricultural processes,
which will help provide credible income
generating possihilities for our nural com-
munities, " Tuentehella said,

The government plans to replicate and
scale up the program for “widespread use
ancl inereased commercialization,” he said.

“Te will low wark with prajects not only

for technology demonstration, hul shoukl

also demonsirate feasibility and at ihe same
time increase economic activities foronr G-
flung communities,” he added.

Fuentebella said the DoF is working on the
draft cules and regulations of Republic Act
(RA) 11646, expected to be finalized in May.

RA 110646, the “Microgrid Systems Act,”
aims to “promote the use of microgrid
systems in inserved and underserved areas
1o accelerate the government’s goal of toral
elecuilivation in the country.”

Fuentebella said the department recorded
4 95.4 pervent household elecrification level
in Decenniber 2021, eqquivalent to energizing
25 million households,
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Coca-Cola boosts
plastic waste mgmt

COCA-COLA Beverages Philip-
pines uc. (CCBPI) s acceleraiing
its plastic buttle collection pro-
gram Tapon to [pon; Basta Klaio,
I'analo to benefit more communi-

age bottles - regardless of brand
— thus the tagline Rasta Klamo,
Panaln!, underscoring that clear
plastic bottles chart higher in reey-
cability compaied to colored ones,

ties nationwide, “Through lapon to Ipon, we want

Thiough Tapon to Ipon, clear 1o raise awareness about recyeling,
beverage plastic bottles made  and we waut w dogur partin ensu-
from polyethylene terephthalate  ing that plastic packaging materials

(PEY)  a material 100-percent
recydable — are collected to be
given new life through PEIValne
Philippines, the country’s first
hinttle-ta-bottle recycling facility.

that are 100-percent reovdable are
collected and used again,” said
Gaelh McGeown, chief excentive
officer and president of COBPL

“At the same time, we're slarting

CCBFIhopesto changethemind-  a movementwithin lncal commu
set about packaging recyclabilily be-  nities — World Without Wasle is a
ranse clear used PET plastic boitlss  collective movement and the con-

usually petthrown away after use
ail their potential wasted. In sai-
sari (variety) store collection hubs
first launched in Batangas City ard
the City of Manila, usedd PEY plastc

bottles are being wllexted and ex-

tribution of every single individaal
is valuable," he added.

World Without Waste is Coca-
Cola’s global goal to collect and re-
cycle 100 pereent of the hattles and
cans it sells by 2030 —-a campaign

chanped by community members  now finding a pillar in Tapoo 10
dorincentives, - Ipon and its abihity to enjoin every
- All Tapon to Tpon collection  stakdwkler within and beyond the
 hubs ar¢ arceptingall types of clear  Coca-Cola ecosystem in taking part.
post consumer PEL plastic bever-

EIREENE JAIREE GOMEZ
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Y ince developing: Paradise Mango.
 Rur icur in 2002, Destile-
) & Co., Inc. has been
. & 5 Lhe sfront of championing
" Philippine raw malecials in the devel-
opment of value-added alcoholic bever-
& ages that every Filipino can be proud to
call 100-percent lvcally-made. Tn 2014,
he company developed Manille Liqueur
b de Calamansi, an innovalive product
that sought ta capture the unigue zcst
of calamansi in a buttle, and they would
later develop a dalandan variant. The
company rupparts local farmers by pay-
in n the t price of calamansi

of 2 LR ndan, which enahles the farm-

M s AR WA, ers iy jret 100 percent of the profits from
Rainier's Research & D :‘5“."-1’“ Institute, Inc. presidant and CEQ  dealing directly wilh the company. “1's
D’anc’gg?'gi'i‘ﬁﬂ“‘?%' @!;53"‘&’?$C°‘3'“&P;§ﬂf9$w ' sart of a CSR cffort fur our company.
! H a .'m e lan anille urde n W gy RN S RS e _, L

At tiachor mowm':! chef and restaurateur Margarita Fores This increases every farmer’s T

great deal,” Destileria Timtuace & Co,
CEQ Olivia Limpe-Aw shares. With the
brand’s success, the company has been
busy -im{»rovin’g its production process,
especially in the ficld of waste manage-
ment. The Si Anti-Bacterial Liquid Hand
Soap, in partieular, is a groundbreaking
result of the company’s efforts to reduce
waste in all their production processes.
The hand soap has whitening and an-
tiseptic properties while the fruit pulp

-exfoliates dead skin, removes dirl, and T ' By
lightens dark spots, all thanks to the w5 ‘~ AR
‘natural citras by-product from the pro s Si Anti-Bacterlal
duction of Manille Liqueuwrs. "I;kEd;Hand-’SoapianaIamamimd

't Lty YA Dalandan variants have the citrus

You may email me wi jilitton@imdunet.  mud — ground calamansi and dalandan
ecamt. Follow mi on Fucebook and YouTybe:  inds, seeds and juice transformad into
Johany Tittom by Jeyellze PH and on Ins- 2 "::&"' by-product — as their active
tugram: @jayellespir, - ingredient that contains whitsning and

antiseptic properties.

i = = =%
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“ SBC Philippines said il has partne:cd w1th
Kabang Kalikasan ng Plhpmas World

Wide Fund far Nature Philippines ot WWE.

Philipp r-year mangroye <o 'stem :
Y} lnes) toratou ¥ ang 8’ forestsuundm.mdasakﬂ'wpm

e s.‘ltegmrd raasal popuilatians fro

management prograin.

‘I'he Ticao-Burics Pass, which
runs {ueuel the provinces of
Masbate, Sorsogon; Albay and

.Camarines Sur, will be the foms of

the mangrové gcomle:'h progfam.
the bank nated in 3 Staremen.

21 said the ‘,lti-mllhon. fom—-

- year initiative almg 1o rebabilitate

At lm hemm of HLAREove
farests mmtq.,h supported natsal
;xcpcnemuon .md cnmhmemg A Pt‘é;m m,m(ﬂlmljlq;wn

:'_./

therehy qmzngthmmg Loal} womn-
munities’ resilience (o Llimalu
hangy tsksand impacts, .

- Sandesp [lppal, HSBQ pfcsﬂém
antl chu‘l executive officer, was

guoted as saying, "As we Lbs’er'w.
~garth Day, we take-this oppartn-
ity 10 ',mmrh aue pdllﬂLI$hlp with dew
Swit WWFPhlepm& on adyear A \ t

Manpfte e

Jyi

(‘mymmi M_‘maganm o

“Ehis i Line with our commit-
roent o HSKRCS Chmate Strategy
.as e am o signifcantly contiib-
ute ta enr organizdion's wod alse
tn the Philippines’ sustainahility
_ goals,” he added,

The conseraation of mangove

the'dmpac!s of inrreasing sea levels,
HSB(. continued, with woie (lan
G0 pckcent ofthe Ihilippine popu-
latien tesldmp, in cnastal areas

S Mnhgrm'et; provide an elfective

i.;klrnw D1 (Wowns against sLOrms
aml aﬁmidl floods when paired

i LA‘\‘}

o1 ﬂ"
')f 5 gl'ownﬂ a‘.'meaus

af limiting the effects of future

typhouns, It added.

“This program 15 st ta belj mili-
gate dimate change thraugh carben
secuestration; engiage theas ity
in stewandshin oftheir own resousces
arn mcrense plotection againststomm
suzges, s level rise, Hoadivg and
wastl ercsior; and ulimately, e
piojecdk will maintin and improve
the bealth of the eccsystem that feerks
Dot the ocean, land and people, said
Fatherine Costodio, 'WWF Philip-
phes exeaive director.

SIndeed, we are delighted o
E

pattner with. HSRC Philippines in

2. AS, v;‘;hm,uumg(ﬂ\ gyu we are excited

Vinuplerde & project that vill
ng, mm'mme. henefils w oul

wﬁmn’e aflp adrlzd

CARTOON
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“Kalngin, by ariat Jinggoy Luaneusaso, traneto e tra Ll
N8E ST 18 Philippinse frant 'sem into o Durad fessd wills owur:
D00 barglars Bt Mg cime gods), Bt debris and
ndod (et 21| over the pounty will be strean corcas #ic
altze nakiae's deain.stan, The nsaliadon, 1 b4 laudchad
‘dorrh celatration and willl be on sy Lkl Vi
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Mumnhdl 1t iy here QraCrevoustes of t'hc ("J‘Iﬂh %
are tapped and in turn converted (070 walcials -

we need in our daily lives ranging from harteries ro

machinery, and to some extent vanity since previous

stones can only be ohrained fram mining,

's:vmms FAOK DIXABAY

lf 'ey\'eretqlool. ata larger picrure, the mmmg

the obwious, it provides jobs and 5 one of those
industries that help Promote economic growth,

While cousines and socielies pusue ecoaomic
prosperity, there isa teadency o ovedook the
dravrback of minin,g - the negauve unpact iLis
making an the t'm'tmnmml

Cllmate change

One of the adverse efects of mining, whu'h i
consed by the eansamption of fossil fuels from the
use of machinery, This in turn releases greenhouse
gases, which harms the planet’s ozone layer and in
turn causes wrinisual changes 1z the climate.
Pollution i

Mining also eontribures to pohuuon Waste
praduers ar tailings from mining find their way to
the ecosysterm, Indusirial waste has so polluted the
oceans that they arc becoming less alkaline (they
acidified by 30 petcent over the last few decades]

lnwcr ocean pH is alread;. recari iy ihe size and.
wéxghtof m'mt and el shells and corals as
caldum cmbonalebe(wnn les ; ﬁable. Slowing
the pace of destruction is 1o lomger ade nate; the
human economy must scale down 1o an earlier and
safer state of environmental resilienee: by artively
reversing damage as well as improving prevention.

Habitatdegstructmn
Mining actyiies, especially those using open-pit
m.mmg techmques, and oil and gas development
projects often require clearing large areas of land.
1t just sc happens that the land being cleared is the
nalual habitadon of plants and animals, ‘Lhe logs
of these habitats contributed 1o the reduction of
their population leading to their endangerment and
{wan extent, extingtion,

At this point, would one consider mining (o be
totally havnful to the environment. However, there
are those who believe g balance can be atine:d.

It i passible Lo sull allow mining bur it has o be
done respensibly (o protect the environment.

Responsible mining

Why shonld mining become responmble? T’
reasons are put forward. First, mining is apparently
danvaging communities and ecosysterns, In the past,
mrining on 3 large scale was acceptable because the
population was then smaller and land and water
vesources were vast. Back then, the human econonry
miniscule. Nowadays, the world has shifted and
the natural world has become vulnerable and
excessively erowded as the population increased.
Foeray and industrial activities have released
enough carbon into lhe atmosphere to damage the
dimate,

Liven as sorme mining campanies begin to adopt
some sustaihable practices, cemain forms of metal
unining are intensifying social and envitonmental
impacls because, as the price of gold and other
wetals soars, it becomes economical to exploit :
leaner ores in more remote places, such as tropical
[urests in developing countries, and in areas with
weak governance. Mining entails excavating huge

open pits, which may be abandoned
I after-mining. Also abandoned are

the commonly toxic and extensive
tailings Jagoons retained by
impermanent dams, which often fail
[n severe weather. Open mining pits
and tailings lagoons can remain risky
for decades or longer. Therefore. itis
imporant for the mining industry 0
be aware of the environment and the
| _consequencesitmay bring.
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Thus, mining operations should be designed

depleted and cannot be replaced. to secure optimal net benefit for the ¢itizens nf
e uenaotne ol o U the host country over the long term with the
mitigate the adverse effects would Inwest social and environmental impact. Withont

‘be recycding and efficiency bul this
aan vnly postpone exhaustion. This
Gnot guarantee or miake ining
sustainable.

Second, it is still possible for
miming companies (o profit big from
responsible mining and at the same
time without harming surraunding
communities and with fewer impacis
than ircesponsible mining, Most

such care, mining r.nuld become an example of
privatizing benefits and socializing costs. In other
words, mining can he considered responsible if
the econamic benehts can outweigh social and
environmental costs, and it the mining industry
will invest on sustainahle prjacts.

Principles of responsible mining
Responsible mining adheres ta a framework
grounded on principles - social and envirvmnental

would thik that the environment s assessMCH ranspatency vs. seaecy, agceptance by
sacrificed and human resources are stakeholders, (ood production vver questionable
expl oited in the name ofpvbﬁt This mining compliance with international standards,
is not the case if responsible mmmg qualifying potential mining penmit seekers,

S dRany. insuranee aod pedorsance bonds; and royaltiey,

Mining companies often haye
a dialogue with the communities
where (hey will conduct operations.

laxes and fecs,
Having an objective sucial and environmental
assessment is essential as it will serve ag aslatling

They preseat bath opportunities point in desigring a project consisten(with
and'cisls to Jocal zesidents; as responsible mining This would mean conducting
well as other stakeholders like the feasibility studies conducied by expets i the
government. They usually explain relevant fields. This would indude enviconmental
that l"nining can provide significant specialists (who may be an independent third
local emplovment, economic party) who ean lielp identify putential problems to
opportunity, and goveriment allow solutions te be developed should they arise
revenue. 1t provides many basic These assessments must not be kept secret, imost
materials for our generation and espenallv to the stakeholders, Minipg mmpmua

future generations. But because
winerals ate public assets, decisions
about their expleitation must be

musi publu.lg. declare they will not tolerate any
cormuption ar the like in dning huginess and
evervthing will be transparent. This mus) alsobe

transparent, participatory and conveyed to the communities vhere thérwill be
subject to informed scrutiny by civil conducting their operations, {litizens § grou;n must
society. Problems arise from the also be qufved Simply allowing thews to speak
gross asymmetry of power between at public meetings has little value. Corporations
rich and knowledgeable mining should pay for citizen participation effores but
corporations and impacted people remain at arm&-léngth in terms of influence on ivil
who are unprotected by weak sodiety. & v
governance. Responsible mining Projects must get the approval of qtakehaidpm
seeks o redress this imbalance T they rejecti Tﬁls musst nor push through.
Responsible mining is a relatively Stakehaldlers ate not limited to the company’s
new concept, and it is something stackholders bt also include mining company

companies cannat immediately
grasp as it may conflict with their

plans. Mining corparativns are under pressire (o
meet their latgets. In the provess, contraclors may
cut corners, and the remoteness of siles linits
government oversight, This then leads to the
perennial problems that follow with mining,

As one may expect, responsible mining takes the
position that any conrse of action should entail that
mining operations should not damage life-support
systems, namely the environment.

According to constitufionalist Christian 8.
Monsod, “Mining is an issue of social justice,
because its impacts on agriculture, rivers and
coasts are mostly borne by the poor.” Itis also an
issue of intergenerational justice where the current
generation is burdening the coming penerations
with expensive problems while bequearhing them
fewer resources to cope.

empleyees, local commumities and residents where
mining operalinns take place, and the povernment
units that receive taxes, foyalties and grant permits.
ldully sesponsible miniug corpurations must

not impose themselves o people and cammunities
who do not want them. They must nat force the !
issue if this is the case. If the national inferesl,
creation of many jobs and big net henefits will
accrue to impacted comrunities, loval, and
national governments, then there may be a rare
case t0 convince these potential stockhelders ofthe

-benehits they stand to receive. Further, these beaefits
mustoutweigh the risks and costs in resaurces and
the environment.

An doing 30, mining companies must make sure
they adhers to.corporate social responsibility (CSR)
to win uver these potential stakeholders. What
Waiarier » Mining BS
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would probably want from this
“relationship” ig less rigks to the
commimity and environment,

. emplovment and career growth in terms
of job training.

While mining entails extracting
FESOUTCES i1 aTeas near communities,
mining companies must enstire essential
resources like water and faod, are not
affected hy their aperations. The welfare
of penple must take prinrity above
everything else. People employed as
miners must not be considered cheap
while the minerals are seen as precious.

s Adequale safely regulations and liviug

L wages must be inwarated into e cost-

Chenefit avalysis; Mining proponents

“alien claim that people will benelit

from muning because the royalues the

commpany pays to the govermment will

‘penmil it (v import foreign foud. This

"trickle down” theory of economics

is not always true and net successful,

- Domestic agriculture. especially
imigativn for food crops, must always
be given priorily over mining in water
allocation. Companies cinnot dedde
upon development prionties; thatis the
job of gavernment, It is for this reason
mining in aeas of weak govesnance or

«in failed states is not advisable as it is
pronie to corruption and illegal practices,
In such cases, companies may assume a
development role, which brings with it
many contlics of interest. '

In addition, “no-go” zones must
be identiiied. These are considerad
the nop-negotiables and mining
companies must respect these areas
whete they cannot operate - cultural
properties, biodivessity, habitats and
wildlands; watessheds, and indigenous
peaples reserves. Conflict areas are alse
considered for obvious reasnns but
during wars, this is sometimes exploited
and provides raom for illegal practices.

Mining companies are expected
and must adhere to intermational

social and environmental agreements
as well as the practices of corporate
and social responsibility. Responsible
corporatians possess in-house
environmenta: and social units stafted
by seasoned social and environmental
professianals, who will see o it that
the compatation fotlows CSR. This
seeks ta ensure thar the interests of
all stakeholders about social and
environmenta: impacts ale mel in
corporate policies and projects. Ina
narow sense, CSR means operating a
business in a wanoer that accounts for
the gocial and environmental impacts
it creates. It is a form of voluntary
worporate self-regulation such that
the company actively complies with
the not just the letter of the law but
also its spirit, zthical standards, and
international norms, Bl
Responsible mining must invulve
responsible mining companies. As such,
these companies tuch engage in a strict
certification program. This certification
should be funded by the payments from
the mining corpuration, and be entirely
independent, National governments
often mandate prequalification or
certification of palential bidders an
governmental waork, -
[nsurance and performance bonds,
mechaniams to ensure campliance =
with contractual obligations and
to improve the quality of results,
18 expected to and should become
standard in the mining indusuoy.
Bonds are in widespread use in the
construction industries and elsewhere,
The challenge is setting the insurance
and bunds high enough to adequately
coveraccidents and noncompliance,
Often, after a mine closure, a mining
company may declare bankiupiey or
he taken over by another company. 15
some decades after a mine closes, a
toxic wasta lagaon ruptures, liability
may not be clear. Reclamation bonds

= i g e R e e
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are designed to finance clean-up and
restoualion if it is called for.

Likesin gy business, money is
always involved. Responsible mining
accurately assesses all relevant costs
and benefits to ascerrain whethier the
proposed mine will camn a significant
uet benefit. Net benelit is not limited to
profits but may also indude benefits and
the like accnuing to the corporation or
govermment, minus the environmental
and social impact to the impacted
communities. Compauies should
publish what they pay to governments
in royalties, taxes and (ees as part of

L

. being Uﬁmtpatent.,,(?nundies need
b robmt: governance if they are to verify
. data on the volume and value of

resoutces heing extracted and exported.
Estimatinig social and covironmental
costs s more difficult but unavoidahle.
I the aflected people find that social
and envirenmental eosts oulweigh

the benefils, they have the right to call
for the halting of the project unl an
agreement can be reached.

In conclusion, responsible mining
can be achieved by ensiring Uhat the
benefits accruing to the potentially
impacted peaple clearly axceed the costs

S —

‘and imparts, This issue comes down (o
compensation and other payments fiom
the mining proponent to the impacted
people Responsilile mining is not
limited to just the iining companies,
bur it also involves uther stakeholdess,
most notably the raminunities.
coucerned, as well as the government
since it is the overseer. Nacielies cannot
tely only on the gead intentivns of
imisg companics. These CLInpanics
need the support and guidance from
government. All parties involved must
depend o each other to have smooth
dynamics. ; :
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57.77% of places in PH under Alert Level 1 from May 1 to 15

By Ruth Abbey Gita-Carlos April 29, 2022, 9:39 am

(PNA photo by Joey Razon)

MANILA - More than 50 percent of 1,634 total cities and municipalities nationwide have been
included in the list of places that will be under the most lenient Alert Level 1 for the first half of
May, Malacafiang said Friday.

In a press statement, acting Presidential spokesperson and Communications Secretary Martin
Andanar said Metro Manila is one of the places in the country that will remain under Alert Level 1
until May 15.

This, after the Inter-Agency Task Force for the Management of Emerging Infectious Diseases
(IATF-EID) approved the new alert level classifications that will be implemented from May 1 to 15.

For Luzon, Abra, Apayao, Kalinga, Mountain Province, Baguio City, Ilocos Norte, llocos Sur, La
Union, Pangasinan, Dagupan City, Batanes, Cagayan, Isabela, Quirino, City of Santiago, Aurora,
Bataan, Bulacan, Nueva Ecija, Pampanga, Tarlac, Zambales, Angeles City, Olongapo City,
Batangas, Cavite, Laguna, Rizal, Lucena City, Marinduque, Oriental Mindoro, Romblon, Puerto
Princesa City, Albay, Catanduanes, Naga City will stay under Alert Level 1.

The Alert Level 1 classification in Aklan, Capiz, Guimaras, Bacolod City, lloilo City, Siquijor, Cebu
City, Lapu-Lapu City, Mandaue City, Biliran, Eastern Samar, Southern Leyte, Ormoc City, and
Tacloban City has also been retained.

The lloilo province has been added to the roster of areas in the Visayas that will be put under
Alert Level 1 from May 1 to 15.

In Mindanao, the places that will stay under Alert Level 1 include Zamboanga City, Camiguin,
Bukidnon, Misamis Oriental, Cagayan de Oro City, lligan City, Davao City, and Surigao del Sur
and Butuan City.
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57.77% of places in PH under Alert Level 1 from May 1 to 15

The following component cities and municipalities will also be placed under Alert Level 1 from
May 1 to 15:

*Cordillera Administrative Region: Tublay, Benguet

*Region 4-A: Candelaria, Quezon; Dolores, Quezon; and San Antonio, Quezon

*Region 4-B: Cagayancillo, Palawan

*Region 5: Caramoan, Pili, and Tigaon, Camarines Sur; and Capalonga, Camarines Norte.
*Region 6: Candoni, Negros Occidental and Tobias Fornier (Dao), Antique

*Region 7: Amlan (Ayuquitan), Negros Oriental and Duero, Bohol

*Region 8: Matalom, Leyte.

*Region 9: Jose Dalman (Ponot) and Labason, Zamboanga del Norte; Molave and Ramon
Magsaysay (Liargo) Zamboanga del Sur; and Buug, Zamboanga Sibugay

*Region 10: Tudela, Misamis Occidental; Baroy, Lanao del Norte; Lala, Lanao del Norte; and
Tubod, Lanao del Norte

*Region 11: Caraga, Davao Oriental

*Region 12: City of Koronadal, South Cotabato; Arakan, North Cotabato; and Lebak, Sultan
Kudarat

*CARAGA: Kitcharao, Agusan del Norte; Santa Josefa, Agusan del Sur; Libjo (Albor), Dinagat
Islands; and General Luna, Surigao del Norte;

*Bangsamoro Autonomous Region in Muslim Mindanao (BARMM, South Upi, Maguindanao and
Turtle Islands, Tawi-Tawi.

The provinces, highly urbanized cities (HUCs), and independent component cities (ICCs) that will
be placed under Alert Level 2 are as follows:

*Cordillera Administrative Region: Benguet, Ifugao

*Region 2: Nueva Vizcaya

*Region 4-A: Quezon Province

*Region 4-B: Occidental Mindoro and Palawan

*Region 5: Camarines Norte, Camarines Sur, Masbate, and Sorsogon

*Region 6: Antique and Negros Occidental

*Region 7: Bohol, Cebu, and Negros Oriental

*Region 8: Leyte, Northern Samar and Western Samar

*Region 9: City of Isabela, Zamboanga del Sur, Zamboanga del Norte and Zamboanga Sibugay
*Region 10: Lanao del Norte and Misamis Occidental

*Region 11: Davao del Norte, Davao del Sur, Davao Oriental, Davao de Oro and Davao Occidental
*Region 12: General Santos City, North Cotabato, Sarangani, Sultan Kudarat and South Cotabato
*CARAGA: Agusan del Norte, Agusan del Sur, Dinagat Islands and Surigao del Norte

*BARMM: Basilan, Cotabato City, Lanao del Sur, Maguindanao, Sulu and Tawi-Tawi.

Andanar said Alert Level 2 in the provinces, HUCs, and ICCs is without prejudice to their
respective component cities and municipalities which may be under a different alert level
classification from May 1 to 15.
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57.77% of places in PH under Alert Level 1 from May 1 to 15

"Alert Level classifications of component cities and municipalities under IATF Resolution No. 166-
A (s.2022) not otherwise affected by this Resolution shall remain in effect until May 15, 2022," he
added.

According to the IATF-EID Secretariat, around 77 provinces, HUCs, and ICC are under Alert Level
L

Around 57.77 percent or 944 of 1,634 total cities and municipalities are under Alert Level 1. (PNA)

Source; https://www.pna.gov.ph/articles/1173266
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Omicron subvariant BA.2.3 logs highest cases in PH: PGC

By Ma. Teresa Montemayor April 29, 2022, 4:40 pm

MANILA - The Omicron subvariant BA.2.3 logged the highest cases of Covid-19 in the country, the Philippine
Genome Center (PGC) said Friday.

In a televised public briefing, PGC Executive Director Dr. Cynthia Saloma said the subvariant
BA.2.3 cases were the highest from December 2021 to the present, comprising 95 percent of the
cases recorded for the months of March and April.

"As you have noticed po, masyado mababa 'yung ating mga kaso, kaya kaunti rin po ang
mga samples ang sina-submit din sa atin sa PGC (the cases are low so few cases are submitted to
us at the PGC)," Saloma said.

She added that there are a number of Delta variant sequences in other regions but only four cases
have been detected for the month of March and April.

The only subvariant BA.2.12 case detected in the country was that of the 52-year-old Finnish
woman. No onward transmission was detected.

The subvariant BA.2.12 has a transmission advantage of 10 percent in other countries which has
spread in Europe and not in its country of origin - Canada.

In the latest run of whole-genome sequencing, about 83 persons or 63 percent of the 132
sequenced samples had an Omicron variant.

The 83 samples were from 10 regions and one foreign national.

Of the remaining 49 samples - four were Delta cases, all from Region 11 and the other 45 had no
lineage assigned. (PNA)

Source; https://www.pna.gov.ph/articles/1173324
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