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Aklan to put cap on Boracay tourist arrivals 

By Perla Lena April 29, 2022, 6:04 pm 

 

 

BORACAY TASK FORCE. The Boracay Inter-Agency Task Force (BIATF) convenes on the island on Friday (April 29, 

2022). In a press conference following the meeting, Aklan Governor Florencio Miraflores said they will implement a 

cap on the number of tourist arrivals using the QR Code system to comply with the island's daily carrying 

capacity. (Photo courtesy of DENR Regional Strategic Communication and Initiatives Group) 

 

ILOILO CITY – The provincial government of Aklan has denied breaching the daily threshold on 

the carrying capacity of Boracay Island during the Holy Week and assured that it will stick to the 

recommended 19,215 capacity at any given time. 

“Technically we did not breach the carrying capacity of the island. We have agreed with the 

(Malay) mayor (Frolibar S. Bautista) already that we have to synchronize our numbers because we 

are basing our numbers on the actual tourists that pay the terminal fees in the Jetty port in 

Caticlan and Cagban,” said Aklan Governor Florencio Miraflores during a press conference on the 

island on Friday. 

He said recorded was the number of tourists coming to Boracay but those leaving the island were 

not reflected. 

Miraflores said they are looking at putting a cap based on the number of QR codes being 

generated by their system. 

“As per advice by the DILG (Department of the Interior and Local Government) we should make 

sure that we will not exceed the 6,400 arrivals a day. If that would be the case then we can do so 

by putting a cap on the QR code that is issued on that particular day,” he said. 
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Aklan to put cap on Boracay tourist arrivals 

 

 

The governor added that they only surpassed the arrivals on Maundy Thursday when they 

recorded 12,176 tourists but 4,320 guests also left the island on the same day. 

For April, the average arrivals are less than 6,000 a day, he said. 

While he could not give the exact time when the cap will start, Miraflores has already instructed 

their Information Technology (IT) personnel to do it in such a way that there is no disruption on 

the arrival of tourists. 

He said a proper study will be done and ample time will be given to allow tourists to adjust to 

their guidelines. 

DILG Undersecretary Epimaco Densing III, in the same press conference, said they are looking at 

2023 for the review of the carrying capacity, which is done usually every five years depending on 

the development of the island. 

“It is the responsibility of the local government units to make sure that it does not exceed the 

carrying capacity and as far as we are concerned the national government agencies –DILG, DENR 

(Department of Environment and Natural Resources), we’re monitoring to ensure that local 

government are complying with the carrying capacity ,” Densing said. 

On Friday, the Boracay Inter-Agency Task Force (BIATF) chaired by DENR Secretary Jim 

Sampulna convened on the island and discussed updates on various rehabilitation interventions 

and how they will move forward as their mandate is about to end on June 30, 2022. (PNA) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Source: https://www.pna.gov.ph/articles/1173336 
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DENR Warriors Show Support to Environmental Heroes 

 Friday, April 29, 2022 Journal Online 

 

 

 

Players for the Department of Environment and Natural Resources basketball team, DENR 

Warriors, grace the 3rd Environmental Heroes Awarding Ceremony spearheaded by the 

Environmental Heroes Foundation, Inc. (EHFI) led by its chair, former Chief Justice Reynato S. 

Puno (5th from left). In 2020, the Warriors donated their prize money of P4M as champions of the 

UNTV Cup to the families of environmental heroes. Others in photo are Assistant Secretary for 

Enforcement, Solid Waste Management and Local Government Units Concerns and EHFI 

executive director Atty. Daniel Darius M. Nicer and Legal Affairs Service Director and Warriors 

assistant coach Atty. Norlito A. Eneran, (6th and 4th from left, respectively). The ceremony was 

held during the annual celebration of Earth Day on April 22 at the DENR multi-purpose building 

in Quezon City. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Source: https://journal.com.ph/denr-warriors-show-support-to-environmental-heroes/ 
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DENR Honors Fallen Environmental Defender 

 Friday, April 29, 2022 Journal Online 

 

 

Department of Environment and Natural Resources (DENR) Undersecretary for Luzon, 

Visayas and Environment Atty. Juan Miguel T. Cuna and Environmental Heroes Foundation, Inc. 

chair former Chief Justice Reynato S. Puno (left and middle, respectively) hand over the plaque of 

recognition for environmental hero Gaudencio Araña Jr., (inset) to his son-in-law Eric Matiga 

(right) for his exemplary bravery and commitment to the protection of the environment. Araña’s 

work as informant for DENR-Region 3 led to the confiscation of illegally-sourced wood products, 

conveyances, and chainsaws. He was fatally shot on September 2019. His family also received a 

livelihood package from the foundation. The awarding of Environmental Heroes was held during 

the Earth Day celebration on April 22 at the DENR Multi-purpose building in Quezon City. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Source: https://journal.com.ph/denr-honors-fallen-environmental-defender/ 
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DENR, EHFI Name Ronald L. Corpuz as Environmental Hero 

 Friday, April 29, 2022 Journal Online 

 

 

In recognition of environmental heroes in the country, Department of Environment and 

Natural Resources (DENR) Undersecretary for Policy, Planning, and International Affairs Atty. 

Jonas R. Leones (left) hands over the posthumous award of Ronald L. Corpuz to his daughter Ron 

Donn Corpuz (3rd from left) accorded by the Environmental Heroes Foundation, Incorporated 

(EHFI). Corpuz was a forest ranger in Muñoz, Nueva Ecija who was killed by illegal loggers in 

2019. The first tranche of cash assistance amounting to 100,000 was also given to his wife Donavilla 

Corpuz (3rd from right). With Leones are (from right to left) EHFI Board of Trustees Chair and 

Former Chief Justice Reynato S. Puno, Nueva Ecija Provincial Environment and Natural Resources 

Officer Joselito M. Blanco, and Muñoz Community Environment and Natural Resources Officer 

Florencio J. Lalu. The 3rd Environmental Heroes Awarding Ceremony and Earth Day Celebration 

was held on April 22, 2022 at the DENR multi-purpose building. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Source: https://journal.com.ph/denr-ehfi-name-ronald-l-corpuz-as-environmental-hero/ 
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Bababoy sa Masungi kakasuhan ng DENR 

 

 

April 29, 2022 @ 2:16 PM  16 hours ago 

 

 

 

MANILA, Philippines – Tiniyak ng Department of Environment and Natural Resources (DENR) na 

ang mga iligal na naninirahan sa loob ng government-protected areas sa Masungi at Upper Marikina 

watershed ay parurusahan kung patuloy silang lalabag sa environmental laws. 

“We assure His Excellency President Rodrigo Duterte, that the DENR has been consistent in 

identifying culprits operating in protected areas, investigating on violations, and filing charges 

against the violators in Masungi and Upper Marikina River Basin Protected Landscape (UMRBPL),” 

ani Acting Secretary Jim Sampulna sa isang pahayag nitong Huwebes. 

Ang pahayag ng DENR ay matapos hilingin ng Palasyo sa ahensya na magsampa ng mga kaso laban 

sa mga lumalabag sa environmental laws, kasunod ng mga ulat na ang mga mapaminsalang 

development activities na  isinasagawa sa watershed. 

Idinagdag ni Sampulna na ang DENR, sa pakikipag-ugnayan sa National Bureau of Investigation-

Environmental Crimes Division (NBI-EnCD) at mga tauhan ng UMRBPL-Protected Area 

Management Office (PAMO), ay nagsampa ng mga kaso laban sa mga ilegal na nakatira noong 2021. 

Sa kabilang banda, iniulat ng DENR-CALABARZON na mula Agosto 2018 hanggang Marso 2022, 96 

na show cause order at 43 cease-and-desist order ang inilabas dahil sa ilegal na konstruksyon, 

trabaho, at/o pagsasagawa ng negosyo nang walang clearance mula sa Protektado. Lupon ng 

Pamamahala ng Lugar. 
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Bababoy sa Masungi kakasuhan ng DENR 

 

Ayon sa pahayag, ang pagtatayo ng mga iligal na istruktura sa loob ng mga protektadong lugar ay 

lumalabag sa ilang batas, kabilang ang Republic Act (RA) 7586, na inamyenda ng RA 11038 o ang 

National Integrated Protected Area Systems (NIPAS) Act of 2018, at Section 81 (dating Section 71) 

ng Presidential Decree 705 o ang Forestry Reform Code of the Philippines. 

Nilinaw din ng acting DENR chief na ang tatlong kumpanyang inisyughan nila ng mineral 

production sharing agreement (MPSA) sa lugar ay hindi pa operational simula noong 2004. 

Aniya, ang isang MPSA ay mag-e-expire sa 2023, habang ang dalawa pa ay mag-e-expire sa 2024. RNT 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Source: https://www.remate.ph/bababoy-sa-masungi-kakasuhan-ng-denr/ 
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Sara orders retrieval, recycling of used election 

paraphernalia 

By Che Palicte April 29, 2022, 5:51 pm 

 

 

Davao City Mayor Sara Z. Duterte. (PNA file photo) 

 

DAVAO CITY – Mayor Sara Z. Duterte has ordered political candidates here to create their own 

teams tasked with retrieving and recycling election materials after the May 9 elections. 

 

In an executive order on April 27, Duterte required all local candidates to participate in a three-

day removal and recycling activity on May 10, 11, and 12. 

 

“The city government urges local and national candidates to be responsible for ensuring that their 

campaign materials will be disposed of and properly managed after Election Day as these will no 

longer serve their purpose,” the City Information Office said, quoting Duterte's executive order. 

 

Duterte acknowledged the need to ensure the proper disposal of the campaign materials to avoid 

contributing to more waste products and promote effective waste management in the city. 

 

“The collected election paraphernalia during the cleanup should not be disposed of into garbage 

bins and collection points as they must be recycled by the teams or should be delivered to 

recycling centers,” she said. 

 

Meanwhile, the Department of Environment and Natural Resources in Davao Region (DENR-11) 

said it is continuously expediting orders to take down campaign materials posted on trees. 
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Sara orders retrieval, recycling of used election 

paraphernalia 

 

 

DENR-11 said their clearing campaign in the city started on April 18. 

 

DENR-11 Director Bagani Fidel Evasco reminded the local and national candidates to inform their 

supporters that placing campaign materials on naturally growing or planted trees would violate 

Republic Act No. 3571. 

 

The law prohibits the cutting, destroying, or injuring of planted or growing trees, flowering plants, 

shrubs, or plants of scenic value along public roads, in plazas, parks, school premises, or any other 

public ground. (PNA) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Source: https://www.pna.gov.ph/articles/1173275 
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Source: 

 https://www.facebook.com/tribunephl/videos/713830382983805/ 
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Climate change creating new virus hotspots 'in our backyard' 

Daniel Lawler - Agence France-Presse 
April 29, 2022 | 8:21pm 

 

 

An aerial view shows Lake Milh, also known as Razzaza Lake, which is facing the perils of drought in Iraq's central 

province of Karbala on April 23, 2022. 

AFP 

 

PARIS, France — Climate change will drive animals towards cooler areas where their first 

encounters with other species will vastly increase the risk of new viruses infecting humans, raising 

the threat of another pandemic, researchers warned Thursday. 

There are currently at least 10,000 viruses that have the capacity to cross over into humans 

"circulating silently" among wild mammals, mostly in the depths of tropical forests, according to a 

study published in the Nature journal. 

But as rising temperatures force those mammals to abandon their native habitats, they will meet 

other species for the first time, creating at least 15,000 new instances of viruses jumping between 

animals by 2070, the study forecasted. 

This process has likely already begun, will continue even if the world acts quickly to reduce carbon 

emissions and poses a major threat to both animals and humans, the researchers said. 

"We have demonstrated a novel and potentially devastating mechanism for disease emergence that 

could threaten the health of animal populations in the future, which will most likely have 

ramifications for our health too," said study co-author Gregory Albery, a disease ecologist at 

Georgetown University. 
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Climate change creating new virus hotspots 'in our backyard' 

 

 

"This work provides us with more incontrovertible evidence that the coming decades will not only 

be hotter, but sicker," Albery said. 

The study, five years in the making, looked at 3,139 species of mammals, modelling how their 

movements would change under a range of global warming scenarios, then analysing how viral 

transmission would be affected. 

They found that new contacts between different mammals would effectively double, with first 

encounters occurring everywhere in the world, but particularly concentrated in tropical Africa and 

Southeast Asia. 

The threat of bats 

Global warming will also cause those first contacts to take place in more highly populated areas, 

where people "are likely to be vulnerable, and some viruses will be able to spread globally from any 

of these population centres". 

Likely hotspots include the Sahel, the Ethiopian highlands and the Rift Valley, India, eastern China, 

Indonesia, the Philippines and some European population centres, the study found. 

The research was completed just weeks before the start of the coronavirus pandemic, but 

emphasised the unique threat posed by bats, in which Covid is believed to have first emerged. 

As the only mammal that can fly, bats can travel far greater distances than their land-bound 

brethren, spreading disease as they go. 

Bats are believed to already be on the move, and the study found they accounted for a large majority 

of potential first encounters with other mammals, mostly in Southeast Asia. 

Even if the world does massively and quickly reduce its greenhouse gas emissions -- a scenario that 

still seems some way off -- it might not help for this problem. 

The modelling showed that the mildest climate change scenarios could lead to more cross-species 

transmission than the worst-case scenarios, because slower warming gives the animals more time 

to travel. 

'Not preventable' 

The researchers also tried to work out when the first encounters between species could start 

happening, expecting it would be later this century. 

But "surprisingly" their projections found that most first contacts would be between 2011-2040, 

steadily increasing from there. 

"This is happening. It is not preventable even in the best-case climate change scenarios, and we 

need to put measures in place to build health infrastructure to protect animal and human 

populations," Albery said. 

The researchers emphasised that while they had focused on mammals, other animals could harbour 

zoonotic viruses -- the name for viruses that jump from animals to humans. 
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Climate change creating new virus hotspots 'in our backyard' 

 

 

They called for further research on the threat posed by birds, amphibians and even marine 

mammals, as melting sea ice allows them to mingle more. 

The study's co-author Colin Carlson, a global change biologist also at Georgetown, said climate 

change is "creating innumerable hotspots of future zoonotic risk -- or present day zoonotic risk -- 

right in our backyard." 

"We have to acknowledge that climate change is going to be the biggest upstream driver of disease 

emergence, and we have to build health systems that are ready for that." 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Source: https://www.philstar.com/headlines/climate-and-

environment/2022/04/29/2177715/climate-change-creating-new-virus-hotspots-in-our-

backyard 
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Green finance set to fund burning waste in cement kilns 

 

Projects to burn waste, including plastic, as alternative fuel in cement kilns are being considered 

for 'green' financing, drawing criticism from environmentalists. 

 

 

Chemical plants release toxic smoke. Hard-to-abate heavy industries such as cement production, iron and steel 

manufacturing and chemicals account for almost 20 per cent of Southeast Asia’s energy-related emissions today. 

Image: Shutterstock 

By Gillian Parker 
4 minute readApril 28, 2022 
 
 

The cement industry, a major source of greenhouse gas emissions, could soon be eligible to tap 

green financing markets to pay for waste to be burned as fuel in its kilns. While the industry is 

touting this as a way to reduce its reliance on fossil fuels, environmentalists say it will discourage 

one of the world’s biggest polluting industries from transitioning to cleaner energy.  

The Climate Bonds Initiative (CBI), a London-headquartered group which mobilises global capital 

for climate action, is proposing climate financing criteria for the cement industry that uses 

municipal waste to be burned in cement kilns as an alternative fuel, according to a draft Cement 

Criteria currently under public consultation until 7 May.   

The Global Cement and Concrete Association (GCCA), an industry group representing some of the 

world’s biggest producers, told Eco-Business that using waste as a fuel reduces its reliance on fossil 

fuels and that the extremely high heat used in its kilns ensures waste is treated in a “safe and 

environmentally sound way”.   

Source: https://www.eco-business.com/news/green-finance-set-to-fund-burning-waste-in-

cement-kilns/ 
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Shipping trade measures real carbon emissions for first 

time 

One of the hardest industries to decarbonise is deploying a carbon measurement system that 

could enable a more reliable path to net-zero. 

 

 

Shipping emissions are projected to grow from 3 per cent today to 17 per cent of all man-made carbon pollution by 

2050, at the current rate of industry growth. Mathieu Carlier, founder and chief executive of Everimpact, says using 

real-time carbon emissions sensors on ships marked a step towards solving "one of the shipping’s most overdue 

challenges". Image: Robin Hicks/Eco-Business 

By Robin Hicks 
3 minute readApril 28, 2022 
 
 

Shipping is one of the toughest industries to decarbonise with efforts complicated by the difficulty 

to accurately measure the emissions of vessels. 

To get a clearer picture of the emissions of ships, eight of the world’s biggest shipping and supply 

chain firms are installing carbon measurement hardware onboard vessels and at ports, it was 

announced on Thursday. 

Maritime emissions are typically measured using mathematical models or visual analysis of 

exhaust stack smoke. The use of online carbon calculators have produced a range of different 

results depending on the technology used, which makes tracking the decarbonisation of the sector 

unreliable. The cost of hardware, high temperatures in exhaust stacks and harsh weather 

conditions have further stalled efforts to install carbon measurement technology. 

 

 

Source: https://www.eco-business.com/news/shipping-trade-measures-real-carbon-emissions-for-

first-time/ 
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Credit Suisse joins growing list of banks shunning deep-sea 

mining 

 

Credit Suisse is the sixth major global bank to introduce a policy that rules out funding deep-sea 

exploration and extraction. Asian banks have yet to form a policy on deep-sea mining, which is 

estimated to be worth US$150 trillion in gold deposits alone. 

 

 

Mineral nodules on the deep sea floor. Image: Mongabay 

 

By Robin Hicks 
3 minute readApril 29, 2022 
 

Credit Suisse has committed to rule out financing deep-sea mining. 

The French multinational bank published new lending guidelines for sectors with high 

environmental, social and governance (ESG) risk on Wednesday, and declared that it would not 

provide any financing for the exploration or extraction of seabed minerals.  

It is the latest global bank to step away from the controversial pursuit of deep-sea minerals, 

which supporters of extraction say is necessary to power the energy transition, and less 

environmentally and socially destructive than land-based mining. 

 

 

 

Source: https://www.eco-business.com/news/credit-suisse-joins-growing-list-of-banks-shunning-

deep-sea-mining/ 
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Australian rainforest birdlife threatened 

 

 By Xinhua News Agency 
April 30, 2022 
 
 

SYDNEY: Bird populations in Australian rainforests have failed to rebound from the bushfires that 

tore through large swathes of the nation more than two years ago, according to a new study. 

The report, published in Global Ecology and Conservation and released on Thursday, investigated 

the unprecedented impact of the 2019-2020 "Black Summer" fires on the Gondwana Rainforests, 

which stretched about 366,500 hectares across the states of New South Wales (NSW) and 

Queensland. 

Researchers from the University of New South Wales (UNSW) Center for Ecosystem Science said 

it was the first time the World Heritage-listed area had been subjected to such devastating blazes, 

which wiped out about half the area. 

"These rainforests are 40 million years old, and the fact we've burned up to half of it in just one 

fire season is astounding," said the report's lead author, UNSW ecology researcher Josh Lee. 

Lee told Xinhua on Friday that initially the birds, unlike other wildlife trapped in the fires, were 

able to escape but they were now in peril because their habitat was struggling to recover. 

"Some Australian bushland areas, such as those with eucalyptus trees, do well after fires, as it's 

part of their cycle, but that's not the case with rainforests," he said. 

Lee said among the hardest hit bird species were the wompoo fruit-dove and the paradise riflebird 

which eat insects, leaves or fruit. 

"Rainforests need these birds to eat and then disperse the seeds for the trees to grow in other parts 

of the rainforest — if we don't have the pigeons and doves to help the fire-affected areas 

regenerate, then we are in real trouble," he said. 

The researchers say it is essential to continue studying the effects of large fires on the long-term 

conservation of rainforests, especially as climate change is expected to make such natural disasters 

more common. 

"Because of how unique these ecosystems are and how rarely they burn, we really don't know 

much about what the recovery will look like," Lee said. 

He said it would, therefore, be important to get an accurate timeline as to when other flora and 

fauna, not just birds, return to such fire-ravaged areas. 

"There are a lot of species that only exist in the rainforests — they are not found anywhere else — 

so, if we did lose enough of these areas, then whole groups of species would be threatened with 

extinction," Lee said. 

 

Source: https://www.manilatimes.net/2022/04/30/news/world/australian-rainforest-birdlife-

threatened/1841842 
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Illegal ivory tusks seized in Netherlands 

 By Agence France-Presse 
April 30, 2022 

 

THE HAGUE: Dutch law officials seized several elephant tusks worth tens of thousands of euros 

in a probe into illegal ivory smuggling, police said on Thursday (Friday in Manila). In their latest 

haul, police and customs officers intercepted 85 kilograms (187 pounds) of ivory, valued at around 

50,000 euros ($52,000) in the port city of Rotterdam. The investigation was triggered when a 

postal company noted a large and suspicious package containing a wooden crate. Inside, police 

found a single tusk — which had been sent for forensic analysis. Other subsequent shipments 

have been intercepted, police said. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Source: https://www.manilatimes.net/2022/04/30/news/world/illegal-ivory-tusks-seized-in-

netherlands/1841833 
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57.77% of places in PH under Alert Level 1 from May 1 to 15 

By Ruth Abbey Gita-Carlos April 29, 2022, 9:39 am 

 

 

(PNA photo by Joey Razon) 

 

MANILA – More than 50 percent of 1,634 total cities and municipalities nationwide have been 

included in the list of places that will be under the most lenient Alert Level 1 for the first half of 

May, Malacañang said Friday. 

In a press statement, acting Presidential spokesperson and Communications Secretary Martin 

Andanar said Metro Manila is one of the places in the country that will remain under Alert Level 1 

until May 15. 

This, after the Inter-Agency Task Force for the Management of Emerging Infectious Diseases 

(IATF-EID) approved the new alert level classifications that will be implemented from May 1 to 15. 

For Luzon, Abra, Apayao, Kalinga, Mountain Province, Baguio City, Ilocos Norte, Ilocos Sur, La 

Union, Pangasinan, Dagupan City, Batanes, Cagayan, Isabela, Quirino, City of Santiago, Aurora, 

Bataan, Bulacan, Nueva Ecija, Pampanga, Tarlac, Zambales, Angeles City, Olongapo City, 

Batangas, Cavite, Laguna, Rizal, Lucena City, Marinduque, Oriental Mindoro, Romblon, Puerto 

Princesa City, Albay, Catanduanes, Naga City will stay under Alert Level 1. 

The Alert Level 1 classification in Aklan, Capiz, Guimaras, Bacolod City, Iloilo City, Siquijor, Cebu 

City, Lapu-Lapu City, Mandaue City, Biliran, Eastern Samar, Southern Leyte, Ormoc City, and 

Tacloban City has also been retained. 

The Iloilo province has been added to the roster of areas in the Visayas that will be put under 

Alert Level 1 from May 1 to 15. 

In Mindanao, the places that will stay under Alert Level 1 include Zamboanga City, Camiguin, 

Bukidnon, Misamis Oriental, Cagayan de Oro City, Iligan City, Davao City, and Surigao del Sur 

and Butuan City. 
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57.77% of places in PH under Alert Level 1 from May 1 to 15 

 

The following component cities and municipalities will also be placed under Alert Level 1 from 

May 1 to 15: 

*Cordillera Administrative Region: Tublay, Benguet 

*Region 4-A: Candelaria, Quezon; Dolores, Quezon; and San Antonio, Quezon 

*Region 4-B: Cagayancillo, Palawan 

*Region 5: Caramoan, Pili, and Tigaon, Camarines Sur; and Capalonga, Camarines Norte. 

*Region 6: Candoni, Negros Occidental and Tobias Fornier (Dao), Antique 

*Region 7: Amlan (Ayuquitan), Negros Oriental and Duero, Bohol 

*Region 8: Matalom, Leyte. 

*Region 9: Jose Dalman (Ponot) and Labason, Zamboanga del Norte; Molave and Ramon 

Magsaysay (Liargo) Zamboanga del Sur; and Buug, Zamboanga Sibugay 

*Region 10: Tudela, Misamis Occidental; Baroy, Lanao del Norte; Lala, Lanao del Norte; and 

Tubod, Lanao del Norte 

*Region 11: Caraga, Davao Oriental 

*Region 12: City of Koronadal, South Cotabato; Arakan, North Cotabato; and Lebak, Sultan 

Kudarat 

*CARAGA: Kitcharao, Agusan del Norte; Santa Josefa, Agusan del Sur; Libjo (Albor), Dinagat 

Islands; and General Luna, Surigao del Norte; 

*Bangsamoro Autonomous Region in Muslim Mindanao (BARMM, South Upi, Maguindanao and 

Turtle Islands, Tawi-Tawi. 

The provinces, highly urbanized cities (HUCs), and independent component cities (ICCs) that will 

be placed under Alert Level 2 are as follows: 

*Cordillera Administrative Region: Benguet, Ifugao 

*Region 2: Nueva Vizcaya 

*Region 4-A: Quezon Province 

*Region 4-B: Occidental Mindoro and Palawan 

*Region 5: Camarines Norte, Camarines Sur, Masbate, and Sorsogon 

*Region 6: Antique and Negros Occidental 

*Region 7: Bohol, Cebu, and Negros Oriental 

*Region 8: Leyte, Northern Samar and Western Samar 

*Region 9: City of Isabela, Zamboanga del Sur, Zamboanga del Norte and Zamboanga Sibugay 

*Region 10: Lanao del Norte and Misamis Occidental 

*Region 11: Davao del Norte, Davao del Sur, Davao Oriental, Davao de Oro and Davao Occidental 

*Region 12: General Santos City, North Cotabato, Sarangani, Sultan Kudarat and South Cotabato 

*CARAGA: Agusan del Norte, Agusan del Sur, Dinagat Islands and Surigao del Norte 

*BARMM: Basilan, Cotabato City, Lanao del Sur, Maguindanao, Sulu and Tawi-Tawi. 

Andanar said Alert Level 2 in the provinces, HUCs, and ICCs is without prejudice to their 

respective component cities and municipalities which may be under a different alert level 

classification from May 1 to 15. 
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57.77% of places in PH under Alert Level 1 from May 1 to 15 

 

"Alert Level classifications of component cities and municipalities under IATF Resolution No. 166-

A (s.2022) not otherwise affected by this Resolution shall remain in effect until May 15, 2022," he 

added. 

According to the IATF-EID Secretariat, around 77 provinces, HUCs, and ICC are under Alert Level 

1. 

Around 57.77 percent or 944 of 1,634 total cities and municipalities are under Alert Level 1. (PNA) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Source: https://www.pna.gov.ph/articles/1173266  
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Omicron subvariant BA.2.3 logs highest cases in PH: PGC 

By Ma. Teresa Montemayor April 29, 2022, 4:40 pm 

 

 

MANILA – The Omicron subvariant BA.2.3 logged the highest cases of Covid-19 in the country, the Philippine 

Genome Center (PGC) said Friday. 

 

In a televised public briefing, PGC Executive Director Dr. Cynthia Saloma said the subvariant 

BA.2.3 cases were the highest from December 2021 to the present, comprising 95 percent of the 

cases recorded for the months of March and April. 

"As you have noticed po, masyado mababa 'yung ating mga kaso, kaya kaunti rin po ang 

mga samples ang sina-submit din sa atin sa PGC (the cases are low so few cases are submitted to 

us at the PGC)," Saloma said. 

She added that there are a number of Delta variant sequences in other regions but only four cases 

have been detected for the month of March and April. 

The only subvariant BA.2.12 case detected in the country was that of the 52-year-old Finnish 

woman. No onward transmission was detected. 

The subvariant BA.2.12 has a transmission advantage of 10 percent in other countries which has 

spread in Europe and not in its country of origin - Canada. 

In the latest run of whole-genome sequencing, about 83 persons or 63 percent of the 132 

sequenced samples had an Omicron variant. 

The 83 samples were from 10 regions and one foreign national. 

Of the remaining 49 samples - four were Delta cases, all from Region 11 and the other 45 had no 

lineage assigned. (PNA) 

Source: https://www.pna.gov.ph/articles/1173324 
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Please click this link: 

Source: https://youtu.be/oi1DOifMSRY 
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