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Boracay rehab, Manila Bay clean-up among Duterte’s
environmental legacies

Published June 28, 2022, 1:33 PM
by Aaron Recuenco

The start of the Duterte administration on July 1, 2016 proved to be a morale booster as far as pro-
environment groups were concerned, particularly with the appointment of the late staunch
environmentalist Gina Lopez at the helm of the Department of Environment and Natural
Resources (DENR).

Buoyed by the strong backing of President Duterte, Lopez boldly showed the political will that her
boss was known for by waging her own war to save the country from environment degradation.

In just less than a year since she assumed the top DENR post, Lopez issued orders that cancelled
the permits and or rejected the applications of many mining operations all to the delight of pro-
environment groups which were impressed by the hard stand yaken by the Duterte
administration.

Her departure from the DENR led to the appointment of former military chief of staff Roy Cimatu,
who became the President’s ‘bastonero’ or the take-charge guy for the two most important
projects which the Duterte administration would be most remembered—the aggressive Boracay
rehabilitation and the massive clean-up of Manila Bay.

After Duterte’s viral description of the Boracay Island as a cesspool, the Boracay Inter-Agency Task
Force was created purposely to rehabilitate the world-famous beach resort amid persistent reports
of some of the establishments dumping their respective waste to the sea.

The Boracay rehabilitation also came with the target of protecting the natives of Boracay who have
been repeatedly victimized by land-grabbing and hostile takeovers of land and properties.

In just a few months after the start of the clean-up drive, the rehabilitation was already visible
with the enforcement of laws that forced most of the establishment owners and local residents to
clear the beaches and right of ways according to the law—fetes that were previously deemed
impossible to accomplish by cynics as some of the violators are wealthy and powerful.

Roads were improved to meet the tourists’ expectation of a world-quality tourist spot.

And the best part? The quality of the water at the beach and in at least nine wetlands improved
based on the DENR report as almost, if not all, of the local residents, establishments owners and
even tourists were forced to follow the strict implementation of rules with regard to waste
disposal.

Early this month, the BIATF was dissolved and the management and supervision of the Boracay
Island were turned over to the local government of Malay, Aklan, according to DENR Sec. Jim
Sampulna who declared the Boracay Island clean-up a mission accomplished.

Amid the mental stress brought by the lockdowns due to the Covid-19 pandemic, the Duterte
administration embarked on another project that became controversial but was praised by his
supporters—the Dolomite Beach.


https://mb.com.ph/author/aaron-recuenco
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Boracay rehab, Manila Bay clean-up among Duterte’s
environmental legacies

Against all odds that included adverse scientific opinion of environmental experts on the logic and
sustainability of dumping white sands from a bulldozed mountain in Cebu, the Duterte
administration remained unperturbed and went on to realize the project.=

In its first opening to the public at the height of the pandemic, thousands flocked to the small
portion of the Manila Bay to take Instagrammable selfies. For those who went to Dolomite Beach,
it was all worth it as it gave them a relief of seeing a Boracay-like white beach within Metro
Manila.

The Dolomite Beach was reopened to the public on June 12, which coincides with the Philippine’s
celebration of Independence Day, after months of implementation of structure-building to protect
the white beach from being gobbled up by strong waves at the Manila Bay.

But the Duterte Legacy on environment protection did not end with these two notable projects.

Amid the disasters and natural calamities that struck many communities in the country every
year, the Duterte administration stepped up disaster resiliency by implementing big projects
aimed at protecting the usual victims of widespread flooding.

By virtue of the Executive Order No. 120 which created the Task Force Build Back Better, President
Duterte ordered concerned agencies to strengthen the climate resilience capacities of
communities vulnerable to disasters and climate hazards, especially in Cagayan Valley, Bicol
Region, and Marikina River Basin.

This resulted in the massive dredging operations in the Magapit Narrows, Cagayan, and Marikina
Rivers, which were already completed, and the removal of critical sandbars restricting the water
flows of the Cagayan, Marikina, and Bicol Rivers.

With regard the Duterte administration’s commitment to clean energy, the DENR reported that
President Duterte pushed for the imposition of a moratorium on coal power projects, and
advocate for the phase-down of unabated coal power and end of inefficient fossil fuel subsidies
during the 26th Conference of Parties to the United Nations Framework Convention on Climate
Change.

Source: https://mb.com.ph/2022/06/28/boracay-rehab-manila-bay-clean-up-among-dutertes-
environmental-legacies/
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Meralco, nakiisa sa interagency cleanup sa llog Pasig

June 22, 2022 jp admin

Kita sa larawan ang ilang mga Meralco employee-volunteers habang tinatanggal ang mga tumubong water hyacinth sa
paligid ng llog Pasig na malapit sa Isla de Provisor sa Maynila

Bilang paggunita sa International Day of Biological Diversity, nakiisa ang Manila Electric
Company (Meralco) sa isang espesyal na interagency clean-up activity sa Estero de Provisor na
inorganisa ng Department of Environment and Natural Resources (DENR) at ng Pasig River
Coordinating and Management Office (PRCMO).


https://saksingayon.com/special-report/meralco-nakiisa-sa-interagency-cleanup-sa-ilog-pasig/
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Meralco, nakiisa sa interagency cleanup sa llog Pasig

Layunin ng nasabing clean-up activity na linisin ang mga estero na nakapalibot sa Isla de Provisor
sa lungsod ng Maynila upang tanggalin ang mga water hyacinths na kapag pinabayaan ay
maaaring magdulot ng matinding pagbaha tuwing panahon ng tag-ulan dahil hinahadlangan at
binabarahan nito ang natural na pag-daloy ng tubig sa mga nasabing estero.

Ang social development arm ng Meralco, ang One Meralco Foundation, ay tumulong rin at
nagkaloob ng mga gamit para sa mga volunteers katulad ng mga kalaykay, rain boots, kapote,
guwantes, masks, at isang heavy duty truck na ginamit pang-hakot ng mga water hyacinths.

Lumahok din sa nasabing clean-up activity ang lokal na pamahalaan ng Maynila, ang NCR —
Regional Community Defense Group (RCDG), Department of Public Works and Highways
(DPWH), Metro Manila Development Authority (MMDA), at ang K-Line Maritime Academy —
Philippines.

Nagpasalamat si PRCMO Deputy Director Dr. Teodoro Lloydon C. Bautista sa mga ahensya at
kumpanyang nakilahok sa nasabing aktibidad. Aniya: “At the end of the day, it is not us who is
going to benefit from this. It is your children, and your children’s children.”

Ayon naman kay Meralco Central Business Area Head Margarita B. David: “This is all in the spirit
of bayanihan and of course, malasakit. As one of Meralco’s core values, malasakit for us not only
applies to our customers to whom we deliver electricity service, but also to our environment.”

Pinamunuan ni PRCMO Deputy Director Dr. Teodoro Lloydon C. Bautista (5™ from Left) ang clean-up activity na
siyang nilahukan ng ilang mga Meralco employee volunteers mula sa iba’t-iba nilang opisina katulad ng Central
Distribution Services, Sub transmission Services, Malate Business Center, at Organizational Safety and Business

Continuity.

Source: https://saksingayon.com/special-report/meralco-nakiisa-sa-interagency-cleanup-sa-ilog-
pasig/
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Crocodiles sighted in Bulacan river?

ByRamon Efren Lazaro(The Philippine Star)
- June 29, 2022 - 12:00am

GUIGUINTO, Bulacan, Philippines — Representatives from the Biodiversity Management Bureau
(BMB) of the Department of Environment and Natural Resources (DENR) started an investigation
yesterday into the reported presence of crocodiles in a river in this town.

“We acknowledge that there are alleged sightings and have reported the matter to the DENR for
immediate investigation and action,” Mayor Paula Agatha Cruz told The STAR.

She said a team from the BMB conducted an ocular inspection.

In a post on Facebook, officials of Barangay Malis warned the public against swimming or going to
the river, citing the reported sightings of a crocodile.

Bulacan fifth district Rep. Abrocio Cruz said there have been discussions on how to catch the
crocodile if found.

As of noon yesterday, environmental personnel have yet to find any crocodile even as residents
claimed that there have been sightings.

Source: https://www.philstar.com/nation/2022/06/29/2191608/crocodiles-sighted-bulacan-
river/amp/
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Barangay leaders of Guiuan bring their mining questions to
Cagdianao and Hinatuan

byBMPIlus
June 28, 2022

Barangay Captains and Kagawads of Guiuan, Eastern Samar, direct their questions about mining to experts at the
mine sites

Barangay captains and councilors from the 30 coastal barangays of Guiuan, Eastern Samar,
including Manicani, personally directed their questions about responsible mining to the experts at
Cagdianao Mining Corp. (CMC) and Hinatuan Mining Corp. (HMC), subsidiaries of Nickel Asia
Corp. (NAC).

A 33-strong delegation traveled all the way from Eastern Samar to the Province of Dinagat Islands,
where CMC has its operations, and to Surigao del Norte, where HMC operates, for a back-to-back
comprehensive mine tours.

The mine tour is part of the requirements of the Protected Area Management Board (PAMB) of the
Dept. of Environment and Natural Resources, in preparation for the resumption of the mining
operations of HMC’s Manicani Nickel Project (MNP), which is part of the jurisdiction of the
Municipality of Guiuan.

HMC-MNP was recently granted the permit by the DENR to resume its mining operations in
Manicani.

Being members of PAMB, the barangay captains and kagawads of the coastal barangays expressed
particular interest in the details of the environment protection and enhancement programs of the
two mining companies.

Most of them have not seen an active mine before and their questions focused on the impact of
mining to the environment.
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Barangay leaders of Guiuan bring their mining questions to
Cagdianao and Hinatuan

One particular feature of the mines that impressed them was the technology of the series of water
chambers that starts in ‘canal curtains’ surrounding the open mine that wind-up in wide settling
ponds, plus the silt booms at the exact discharge point before the run-offs enter the body of water
surrounding the island. Both CMC and HMC proudly have this system in place, meticulously
designed to ensure the protection of marine life and water resources around the mine sites.

“We specifically requested for this mine tour for us to gain the experience that will help us explain to
other PAMB members how mining will be done in Manicani and what we have witnessed in CMC and
HMC gave us confidence to give our full support to HMC-MNP,” says Barangay Captain Leo Lacaba

of Barangay 6, the designated spokesperson for the group.

Rehabilitation and environment enhancement also gathered multiple questions and the showcase
of HMC'’s mine eco-tourism sites where guests enjoyed tea from herbs growing at the mined-out
areas provided adequate answers.

Guests at the mine site enjoying tea from herbs growing at the mined-out areas.

The barangay leaders conveyed satisfaction, some admitting they only fully comprehend what
responsible mining is after the mine tours, debunking every misinformation they have harbored
all these years.

“I had misgivings about mining, | was one of those who would shut down favorable opinions about
responsible mining, but | now admit | was misinformed so | thank NAC for this learning
opportunity,” says Nida Sabalbirino, Captain of Barangay 1..

Source; https://businessmirror.com.ph/2022/06/28/barangay-leaders-of-quiuan-bring-their-
mining-guestions-to-cagdianao-and-hinatuan/
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Homegrown Filipino animated Youtube Channel talks
about environmental awareness

byAnne Ruth Dela Cruz
June 28, 2022
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The Philippines is one of the world’s worst offenders in marine plastic pollution with 0.28 to 0.75
million tons of plastic entering the oceans from the coastal areas in Manila Bay. The country uses
almost 60 billion sachets a year. Economic growth, combined with enhanced production and
consumption is leading to higher waste generation in the Philippines.

This is according to data gathered from SEA circular. SEA circular is an initiative of the UN
Environment Program (UNEP) and the Coordinating Body on the Seas of East Asia which is
funded by the government of Sweden to inspire market-based solutions and encourage enabling
policies to solve marine plastic pollution at the source.

Atty. Joseph Fabul, Corporate and Government Affairs Country Manager of Mondeléz
International in the Philippines pointed out that in recent years, plastic packaging has often been
blamed for marine litter.

“As a snacks company, we know the value of plastic in protecting the safety and quality of food. In
our work to understand how to lessen our environmental impact, particularly in packaging, we
have seen that one of the reasons there is marine litter is not the use of plastic. Rather, it is the
improper disposal of waste regardless of whether it is plastic or not,” Fabul said.
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Supply chain

To reduce Mondeléz International’s impact on the environment, Fabul said the company is
improving the supply chain and supporting recycling systems in the communities where they
operate.

“With these actions, we hope to help reduce marine litter and encourage our community to do its
part in this endeavor,” he said.

Mondeléz International also took the initiative to increase awareness on the reasons behind
marine litter by partnering with Save Philippine Seas (SPS) for infographics and learning
materials. SPS began as an online platform in May 2011 as a response to a large-scale illegal wildlife
trade case dubbed in media as the “rape of Philippine seas.” What was meant to be a short-lived
social media campaign continued to grow. In February 2013, SPS officially became a non-profit
organization under the name Philippine Seatizens, Inc.

“This year we sought to strengthen our partnership with SPS by adapting the message of waste
collection and marine preservation through a medium that kids and their parents can easily
engage with — YouTube,” Fabul related.

“SPS introduced us to Miming and Friends for this purpose and this started our partnership for
five episodes related to the environment. We aim to impart the values of marine conservation and
waste collection through fun animation and songs to make the learning more enjoyable for
children and their parents,” he added.

Home grown channel

Miming and Friends is an all Filipino and homegrown YouTube channel focused on providing
valuable lessons to kids through animation and songs. The channel is the creation of Miming and
Friends Animation Studios, formed by partners Ramon and Meryll Del Prado from Dumaguete.
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The first in a series of five episodes of Miming and Friends supported by Mondeléz International
was released on World Oceans Day on June 8. It talks about the importance of segregating waste
at home to ensure that they do not end up in the ocean.

“Miming and Friends started when the lockdowns occurred in early May 2020. We were stuck at
home, and we had nothing to do. So that was a good time to start the passion project which is
something that | wanted to do for the longest time,” Ramon said.

Meryll added that the pandemic gave them “a unique opportunity to have the time to
conceptualize and launch a YouTube channel which is something we have always wanted to do.”

“It also aligns very much with our values because it is obviously very educational. It also answers a
need. There are over 12 million overseas Filipino workers in the world, and they do want to impart
Filipino culture, values and language to their kids and hopefully Miming and Friends can do that,”
she added.

Pet inspiration

When asked about the inspiration behind the main characters in Miming and Friends, Ramon said
Miming was inspired by their 15-year-old pet cat who is called Myr. Buboy is a flying lizard which
is endemic in Southeast Asia and common also in Dumaguete where Ramon grew up.

“The next character is Anacorn who is based on everyone’s favorite animal — the unicorn. But she
also has a backstory in that she does not have the same shape as a typical horse,” he related.

“And then, we have Darling the Dugong which we created specifically for this series. We talked
with SPS and Mondeléz International on what is the best character that can talk about issues with
the environment particularly marine issues and SPS told us that the dugong is endangered and is
one of the victims of irresponsible garbage disposal,” Ramon added.

The couple is currently working on the second episode which takes six to eight weeks to produce.
Future episodes will be tackling waste segregation, recycling and how that all impacts on the
environment.

“What we are also happy about is that we get to write original songs too like the “Sorting Song”
from the first episode that we did. We want to impart lessons also in a fun and entertaining way.
This is very crucial now with kids having so many options that they have some locally made and
be at par with the rest of the world,” Meryll added.

Waste collection

In addition to addressing marine letter, Fabul said Mondeléz International is also addressing
waste collection and diversion in 2022. The company has partnered with Geocycle Philippines, the
waste management arm of Holcim Philippines, to collect and divert 202,000 kilos of plastic waste
to prevent them from becoming landfill or marine litter.
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“We also recently concluded a community collection project with Basic Environmental Systems
and Technologies (BEST), which involved a 29-location collection activity of waste,” Fabul said.

“For the waste consumers brought in, they received environmental points as well as our delicious
snack products Tang, Eden Cheese and Cheez Whiz. For this two-month partnership we were able
to collect and divert almost 7,400 kilos of plastic waste — the equivalent to the weight of two
elephants,” he added.

Source; https://businessmirror.com.ph/2022/06/28/homegrown-filipino-animated-youtube-
channel-talks-about-environmental-awareness/
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Full liberalization of RE market sought

June 28, 2022 | 12:33 am

Windmills are seen in Pililia, Teresa, Rizal province on April 25. — PHILIPPINE STAR/ MICHAEL VARCAS

THE INCOMING Marcos administration should consider the full liberalization of the renewable
energy (RE) sector as part of the government’s efforts on climate change mitigation,
Socioeconomic Planning Secretary Karl Kendrick T. Chua said on Monday.

“We are trying to fully liberalize all renewable energies; tidal, solar, and wind. In fact, the
Economic Development Cluster has a resolution pushing for that. That will, | think, create a better
balance between the dirty sources of energy and the cleaner ones,” he said at a briefing on
Monday.

Energy officials previously said new laws may be needed to relax the foreign ownership
restrictions for wind and solar projects.

In 2020, the power generation mix in the Philippines was 57% from coal-fired facilities, 21% from
renewable energy, 19% from natural gas, and 2% from oil.

Mr. Chua, who steps down from his post on June 30, also expressed support for the new law aimed
at regulating and developing the country’s electric vehicle (EV) industry.

“(The) electric vehicle law which will help us shift to cleaner electric vehicles rather than gasoline
or diesel ones,” the National Economic and Development Authority (NEDA) director-general said.

Mr. Chua also backed the imposition of a tax on single-use plastics.

The Department of Finance (DoF) had proposed a P20 excise tax per kilogram of single-use
plastics under package 1 of the fiscal consolidation plan, which is aimed at generating fresh
revenues amid the country’s record-high debt.
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Full liberalization of RE market sought

During the same briefing, NEDA Undersecretary of the Regional Development Group Mercedita
A. Sombilla presented recommendations to accelerate climate action, such as ensuring new
programs and policies “support climate-resilient and low-carbon development,” and boost
awareness on climate change in local communities.

She also proposed scaling up mobilization of climate finance and strengthening institutional
capacity to track these climate finance flows.

“The tight fiscal space does not preclude the government from implementing climate change
adaptation and mitigation actions,” Ms. Sombilla said.

“While we've continued to make use of government’s limited resources to fund development
projects including infrastructure, social protection, and agriculture, we can already make
adjustments as early as the design phase to make the projects more climate and disaster resilient
without incurring significant additional economic costs due to avoided losses and damage.”

Ms. Sombilla said the government can also maximize the benefits of these projects by reducing or
eliminating any greenhouse gas emissions.

Under the Paris Agreement, the Philippines committed to reduce greenhouse gas emissions by
75% by 2030.

The Philippines is ranked fourth most affected by impacts of climate-related extreme weather
events, according to the 2021 Climate Risk Index.

“There are many things that do not require money, but a change of behavior and a better
understanding of the consequences of inaction,” Mr. Chua said.

Climate change and smart infrastructure are expected to be part of the next Philippine
Development Plan, which will be crafted under the next Socioeconomic Planning Secretary
Arsenio M. Balisacan.

“Secretary Balisacan really recognized this because he has been alluding to including climate
change as a particular challenge in all the development activities that we will be doing,” Ms.
Sombilla said.

NEDA's climate change priorities also include helping local government units develop climate-risk
informed local land use and development plans, and pushing for the passage of the National Land
Use Act. — Diego Gabriel C. Robles

Source:https://www.facebook.com/385030801902812/posts/pfbid0ic]9kC9izGrvNkub6YRLV52hReSo
vZXtYaZ8qUuUNRJ8GHS8llanb7XhLAsVGyY6YYXDI/?app=fbl
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Climate warriors protest SMC'’s plan of building 3 fossil fuel
plants in Visayas

By: Mary Rose Sagarino - CDN Digital Correspondent|June 28,2022 - 05:25 PM
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Climate warriors protest San Miguel Corporation’s plan of building 3 fossil plants in the Visayas
including one in Lapu-Lapu City. /Mary Rose Sagarino

MANDAUE CITY, Philippines — Representatives of local communities and climate warriors held a
protest rally against San Miguel Corporation in front of its compound located along the National
Highway here, on Monday morning, June 28, 2022.

The group is calling on SMC to suspend its plan of putting up fossil fuel power plants in Lapu-
Lapu City in Cebu, Tabango in Leyte, and San Carlos City in Negros Occidental.

SMC is said to be eyeing the establishment of 1.5 GW (1,500 MW) of Liquefied Natural Gas (LNG)
power plants in the Visayas which is part of the 13.042 GW (6 projects) that it plans to build in the
entire country.

Of the 1,500 megawatts, 600 of it is planned to be established in Lapu-Lapu City, another 600 MW
in Tabango in Leyte, and 300 MW in San Carlos City in Negros Occidental.

LNG is a fossil gas in liquid form, another type of fossil fuel that emits methane, which is another
greenhouse gas that has a warming effect of up to 80 or 90 times more powerful than carbon
dioxide over a 20-year timescale.

Estela Vasquez, the Visayas Area Coordinator of the Philippine Movement for Climate Justice, said
the plants would damage not just the country’s climate but the whole planet.

Vasquez said that there are other sources of energy that could be used such as solar, wind, and
other renewable energy sources.
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Climate warriors protest SMC'’s plan of building 3 fossil fuel
plants in Visayas

“Naa na ta sa 1.09 degrees karun so dili nato paabuton og 1.5 or beyond, dili na na siya liveable,
catastrophic scenario na na siya so wala na niya tay mabuhat mao nang sa karun pa lang dili ta
magdugang og greenhouse emissions,” said Vasquez.

“Nganong anha mangyud ta sa dirty energies nga makadaot sa atong kalikupan, planeta, unya
wala man tay laing planeta? Usa ra man unya costly sad kaayo magpadayun ni siya kay magsige
tag response sa mga disaster unya maabot ang time wala na tay kakayahan kay mahimo na man
siyang catastrophic level, ang Odette type nga mga typhoons mahimo nang natural nga
phenomenon, sauna diba? Ang ingun ana nga bagyo tag dugay kaayo maabot karun ang span pila
lang ka months then even during summer naa gihapon bagyo nga kusog kaayo kana siya mga
indications na nga katung greenhouse gases nato nga na trap sa atmosphere nga dili na nato pun-
an,” she added.

A local alliance opposed to the SMC LNG project in Lapu-Lapu City was also formed on Monday
afternoon, with support from different sectors in the tri-cities.

The alliance initially called Break Free from Fossil Gas, will initiate talks with different
stakeholders, including Lapu-Lapu City Mayor Junard “Ahong” Chan who earlier declared his
support for the project but expressed that he is not opposed to canceling it “if the project will
harm the public and the environment.”  /rcg

Read more: https://cebudailynews.inquirer.net/450275/climate-warriors-protest-smcs-plan-of-
building-3-fossil-fuel-plants-in-visayas#ixzz7XXfUulXw
Follow us: @inquirerdotnet on Twitter | inquirerdotnet on Facebook
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Pass the Land Use Act

June 29, 2022

A RECENT report published by the Land Matrix Initiative has shed some light on the extent of so-
called large-scale land acquisitions (LSLA) in the Philippines, and the news is not encouraging.
The Philippines is among the top five countries in all of Asia in terms of the number of land
acquisition deals made in the past 20 years. Even more alarming, as of 2021, there are potentially
3.6 million hectares — about 58 percent of all the arable land in the Philippines — that are under
negotiation for potential deals.

And this may only be the tip of the iceberg; the Land Matrix Initiative report stresses that
information about as many as one-third of LSLAs in the Philippines, whether completed or
planned, is simply not available. The lack of transparency raises concern that lands are being
converted from their proper use at a rapid rate. A tool exists to correct this — a National Land Use
Code — but successive Congresses for nearly 30 years have been unwilling to pass it. This must
change in the upcoming 20th Congress.

The need for a national land use code has been recognized since at least 1987, and a vast number
of bills to create one have been introduced in the legislature every year since at least 1994. As of
last year, there were 18 different land use bills pending in the House of Representatives, and four
in the Senate. As in every other Congress preceding the recently departed 19th Congress, these
bills were quietly shelved, advancing no further than the committee level. The reasons why our
elected representatives have been so steadfast in avoiding passing a land use bill for so long are
certainly open to speculation.

While there have obviously been differences in details of the many bills that have been proposed,
the basic function of a land use code is to provide a comprehensive set of definitions for all land in
the Philippines, and then govern the management and execution of a land use system and physical
planning mechanisms. Parameters would be established for sustainable land use at all levels of
government in terms of land protection, different types of production, infrastructure use, and
settlement uses. The fundamental objective of a land use code is to ensure that all the land in the
Philippines is put to its most beneficial use, whether that is agriculture, mining, or industry,
residential or commercial use, or preservation.

It is not that there is a complete lack of land use regulation in the Philippines now, but rather that
there is a lack of consistency in land designation and the application and enforcement of such
rules as do exist. Land use guidelines and regulations are sectoral-based; for example, definitions
used by the Department of Agrarian Reform are different in some ways from those used by

the Department of Environment and Natural Resources. Compounding the problem are differing
rules — and levels of sincerity in enforcing them — at the level of local governments.

Not having a comprehensive land use code has resulted in what anyone can easily see in the
Philippines now. Agriculture land is converted, sometimes illegally, for industrial or commercial
use, or residential real estate development. Forest lands that ought to be preserved are instead
stripped bare for agriculture or mining. Human settlements are planted and grow in geologically
or environmentally hazardous areas, with the unfortunate consequence that lives and property are
harmed in the country's frequent natural disasters. Our urban areas have become densely
overbuilt, raising safety and health risks for those who live in them.
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Pass the Land Use Act

The incoming Marcos administration, just as the administrations before it, has well-intentioned
plans to support growth and prosperity of the nation. We certainly wish the new government all
the best in its efforts, and will support them. It is difficult to see, however, how the anticipated
results can be achieved in anything more than an unsatisfactorily partial fashion unless the
National Land Use Code is finally created and implemented. The new government, and
particularly those legislators who have pledged to work with and support the president's
programs, should make it their first order of business.

Source: https://www.manilatimes.net/2022/06/29/opinion/editorial/pass-the-land-use-
act/1849098
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Tropical cyclones' decline a climate change sign'

2%’ By Xinhua News Agency
June 29, 2022

FORCE OF NATURE This Jan. 31, 2021 file photo shows tree branches that had fallen after Tropical Cyclone Ana made
landfall in Fiji’s capital Suva. XINHUA PHOTO

SYDNEY: A team of researchers charting the frequency of tropical cyclones since the mid-19th
century has found that these weather disturbances' accelerating decline may be another warning
sign of climate change.

Their paper on the finding, published in the Nature Climate Change journal on Tuesday, said
tropical cyclones had declined by approximately 13 percent in the 20th century, a trend that had
been accelerating since the 1950s.

Savin Chand, the paper's lead author and a meteorologist from Federation University Australia,
told the state-run Xinhua News Agency on Tuesday it was the first time modern and historical
data had been combined to chart global cyclone trends.

"We have reconstructed tropical cyclone numbers back to the 1850s using the 'Twentieth Century
Reanalysis' dataset, and together with high-resolution climate model experiments, we have
qguantified for the first time how cyclone numbers have changed over the past century,” he said.

The findings were unexpected as changes in sea surface temperatures normally intensify storms,
but Chand said associated changes in atmospheric circulations could also prevent them from
forming.

"As the climate has warmed over the 20th century, underlying atmospheric conditions...have
created an environment that is less conducive for tropical cyclone formation globally,” he said.

The problem arises in the intensity and location of tropical cyclones. Chand's team found that
tropical cyclones had been getting closer to coastal areas in parts of the world and growing more
intense in recent decades.
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Tropical cyclones' decline a climate change sign'

Chand said that while this study focused on the frequency of cyclones over time, his team hoped
to look at how other characteristics of cyclones had been evolving over the past century.

"Going forward, it is anticipated that continued improvement in climate model products and in
observational datasets can help identify attributable anthropogenic climate change signals on
other metrics such as tropical cyclone intensity and landfalling activities,” he added.

Source: https://www.manilatimes.net/2022/06/29/news/world/tropical-cyclones-decline-a-
climate-change-sign/1849064
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X-ray finds 109 live animals in women's luggage at Bangkok
airport, Thai officials say

Kocha Olarn, CNN ¢ Updated 28th June 2022

Bangkok (CNN) — Two women were arrested at Bangkok's Suvarnabhumi Airport and accused of
smuggling after 109 live animals were found in their luggage, Thai officials say.

Thailand's Department of National Parks, Wildlife and Plant Conservation said on Monday the
wild animals were discovered in two suitcases following an x-ray inspection.

Wildlife officials called to the scene discovered two white porcupines, two armadillos, 35 turtles,
50 lizards and 20 snakes in the two pieces of luggage.
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X-ray finds 109 live animals in women's luggage at Bangkok
airport, Thai officials say

Thai officials reportedly discovered 109 animals in the women's luggage, including 50 lizards.
Department of Natural Parks and Wildlife Conservation

Thai authorities said the suitcases belonged to two Indian women: Nithya Raja, 38, and Zakia
Sulthana Ebrahim, 24, who were due to board a flight to the Indian city of Chennai.

The women have reportedly been charged with violating the Wildlife Conservation and Protection
Act of 2019, the Animal Disease Act of 2015 and the Customs Act of 2017.

Animal trafficking via airports has long been an issue in the region. In 2019, a man arriving in
Chennai, India, from Bangkok was reportedly detained at the airport after customs officers found
a month-old leopard cub in his luggage.

A March 2022 report by TRAFFIC, a wildlife trade monitoring agency, said that more than 70,000
native and exotic wild animals -- including their body parts or derivatives -- were discovered in 140
seizures at 18 Indian airports between 2011 and 2020.

"Chennai International Airport, Tamil Nadu, recorded the highest number of wildlife seizure
incidents, followed by Chhatrapati Shivaji International Airport, Mumbai and Indira Gandhi
Airport New Delhi," the report said.

Source: https://edition.cnn.com/travel/article/women-arrested-100-live-animals-luggage-
bangkok-airport-intl-hnk/index.html
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Green groups fear failure on new global biodiversity pact
after sluggish talks

Lack of progress at Nairobi talks aimed at brokering a global nature deal leave environmentalists
frustrated, with much to do ahead of the make-or-break COP15 in December.

A tiger stalks prey near the water in Pak Phraek, Kanchanaburi, Thailand. Image: Chris Parker, CC BY-SA 3.0,
via Flickr.

Thomson Reuters Foundation
5 minute readJune 28, 2022

Vital talks aimed at hammering out a new global pact to protect and restore nature did not make
sufficient progress last week and are on the brink of failure, environmentalists have warned,
urging political leaders to step in to salvage negotiations.

About 195 countries are set to finalise a deal to stem human damage to plants, animals and
ecosystems - similar to the Paris climate agreement - at a UN summit, known as COP15, now set
for December after being switched from China to Montreal.

The talks have been delayed due to logistical difficulties caused by the Covid-19 pandemic.
Negotiators met in Nairobi last week to work on a draft agreement after the first in-person session
in two years in Geneva in March fell short.

Marco Lambertini, director general of green group WWF International, said governments had
moved forward on “very few elements of the draft” text during the last six days of talks.
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Green groups fear failure on new global biodiversity pact
after sluggish talks

That, he warned, leaves “the chance of securing an ambitious global agreement capable of tackling
the world’s accelerating nature crisis hanging by a thread”.

“We risk facing a 2030 world with even less biodiversity than we have today, driving entire
ecosystems to collapse - that is just unacceptable,” he told the Thomson Reuters Foundation.

We are wasting time at a moment when action is urgent, key species are dying and resources are
becoming increasingly scarce.

Toerris Jaeger, secretary general, Rainforest Foundation Norway

Improving conservation and management of natural areas, such as parks, oceans, forests and
wetlands, is seen as vital to safeguarding the ecosystems and wildlife on which people depend and
limiting global warming to internationally agreed goals.

But forests are still being cut down worldwide - often to produce commaodities like palm oil,
soybean and beef - destroying biodiversity and undermining climate action, as trees absorb about
a third of planet-warming emissions produced worldwide.

The aim in Nairobi was to clean up and simplify the draft accord and reach consensus on its
targets - but instead greater complexity was added amid a lack of ambition, said Lambertini, who
singled out Brazil for undermining discussions.

“World leaders that have committed to reversing biodiversity loss by 2030 ... need to show
leadership,” he added. “We need to see their commitments matched by both ambition at the
negotiations and action on the ground.”

Basile van Havre, co-chair of the group developing the deal for the UN Convention on Biological
Diversity (CBD), agreed a “significant” amount of work remained but said it was “do-able”, urging
ministers to engage with the process to secure a good global biodiversity framework.

He had seen Brazil play a constructive role in the past week, with no country blocking progress, he
added.

Elizabeth Maruma Mrema, CBD executive secretary, said the Nairobi talks had entered into
serious negotiation and laid the groundwork for compromises on the accord before Montreal.

Extra talks
But environmentalists largely took a more pessimistic view.

Li Shuo, a policy advisor at Greenpeace China, said Nairobi had brought the nature deal process to
a “crisis point”, and warned the COPI5 gathering could end in failure, like the acrimonious UN
climate summit in Copenhagen in 2009.

“All the problems we have lamented before - the lack of preparation and leadership, the
imbalanced agenda and the persistent negligence on finance and implementation - were in full
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Green groups fear failure on new global biodiversity pact
after sluggish talks

display, resulting in very limited progress, and in certain areas backsliding from the last session in
Geneva,” he said.

“Biodiversity seems to be left as an orphan on the global stage,” said Li, calling on leaders to
intervene urgently and instruct negotiators to be ready for commitments and compromises in
Montreal.

The CBD plans to convene another round of talks just ahead of the Canada summit - but some
observers said this may be too little, too late to get things back on track.

A central pillar of the planned nature pact is a pledge to conserve at least 30 per cent of the
planet’s land and oceans by 2030.

Little progress has been made on this element, said Linda Krueger, director of biodiversity at The
Nature Conservancy, with the text still to be agreed and no discussion of the 30 per cent figure
itself in Nairobi.

While there is wide backing for the direction of the target, with about half of the world’s
governments publicly declaring their support, the potential exclusion of freshwater - limiting
protection to land and sea areas - is a concern, she added.

Brian O’Donnell, director of the non-profit Campaign for Nature, said the draft accord was now
nearly an “unreadable jumble of unagreed-upon text”.

He branded Nairobi “an insult to the children of the world who are facing a future on a degraded
planet without action”.

Wake up China

After much prevarication, host China agreed to move the COP15 summit from the city of Kunming
to Canada last week, due to Covid-19 restrictions - and new dates were set for Dec. 5-17.

Observers largely welcomed the announcement, which fixed a deadline for the deal, but called for
bigger diplomatic efforts.

“We need China to wake up to lead this process,” said Oscar Soria, campaign director at advocacy
group Avaaz.

“Instead of halting biodiversity loss, Beijing’s apathy halted the global political momentum to
tackle the ecological crisis ... Montreal is the last chance to correct this.”

Soria also urged leaders to use key global forums such as the UN General Assembly, the G7 and
the G20 to press other heads of government to attend COP15 and make commitments.

Finance provided by rich countries to help developing nations meet the targets of the expected
deal remains a challenging issue, nature campaigners said.

To spur on the talks, China launched a multi-million-dollar biodiversity fund last year.
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Green groups fear failure on new global biodiversity pact
after sluggish talks

Donor governments, meanwhile, are looking at doubling foreign aid for biodiversity to $20 billion
per year, according to The Nature Conservancy.

But developing countries and activists are calling for tens of billions more, given the scale of the
damage to nature.

Toerris Jaeger, secretary general of the Oslo-based Rainforest Foundation Norway, said countries
should own up to their global responsibilities to protect rainforests and other biodiversity-rich
ecosystems, including by boosting funding.

“We are wasting time at a moment when action is urgent, key species are dying and resources are
becoming increasingly scarce,” he said.

This story was published with permission from Thomson Reuters Foundation, the charitable arm of
Thomson Reuters, that covers humanitarian news, climate change, resilience, women’s rights,
trafficking and property rights. Visit http://news.trust.org/climate.

Source: https://www.eco-business.com/news/green-groups-fear-failure-on-new-global-
biodiversity-pact-after-sluggish-talks/
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G7 urges countries, companies to release food stockpiles

Agence France-Presse
Posted at Jun 28 2022 06:48 PM

A Ukrainian farmer checks grain during a barley harvest in Odesa area, Ukraine, 23 June 2022. The Food and
Agriculture Organization (FAO) of the United Nations said in its 10 June note assessing the risks emanating from the
conflict in Ukraine that 'the current war raises concerns over whether crops will be harvested. Leszek Szymanski, EPA-
EFE

ELMAU CASTLE, Germany - G7 industrialized nations on Tuesday urged countries and companies
with large food stockpiles to help ease a hunger crisis sparked by Russia's invasion of Ukraine.

"We call on those partners with large food stockpiles, as well as on the private sector, to make
food available without distorting the market,"” the Group of Seven leaders said in a statement after
a summit in Germany.

They called "on all countries to avoid excessive stockpiling of food which can lead to further price
increases".

The war in Ukraine, a country known as Europe's breadbasket, has pushed up food prices and led
to shortages, as Russia's blockade of Black Sea ports prevents millions of tonnes of grain from
being shipped out.

The crisis has sparked fears of famine in vulnerable countries highly reliant on Ukrainian exports,
particularly in Africa.

The issue was a key topic of discussion at a three-day summit of the G7 -- comprising Britain,
Canada, France, Germany, Italy, Japan and the United States -- held in the Bavarian Alps.



June 29, 2022 [[] Headtine

Editorial

-~ STRATEGIC
&% COMMUNICATION & Date |:|
— NI TIATIVES = Column

" SERVICE ABS@CBN 2 of 2 [ opinion
N EWS Page D Feature Article

i

G7 urges countries, companies to release food stockpiles

In their final communique, G7 leaders pledged an additional $4.5 billion to combat global food
insecurity, bringing the total sum committed this year to more than $14 billion.

They again urged Russia to "end its blockade of Ukrainian Black Sea ports, destruction of key port
and transport infrastructure, grain silos and terminals, illegal appropriation by Russia of
agricultural commodities and equipment in Ukraine".

These actions "can only be assessed as a geopolitically motivated attack on global food security",
they said.

Source: https://news.abs-cbn.com/business/06/28/22/g7-urges-countries-companies-to-release-

food-
stockpiles?fbclid=IwAR20FR7FoYagbr09xYaKhl4lfxdEHRjtbgsBo3Gme47wAbSMalQqaFTP

Twc
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September every year declared ‘Bamboo Month’

By Azer Parrocha June 28, 2022, 8:08 pm

(Contributed photo)

MANILA - September of every year will be celebrated as “Philippine Bamboo Month” based on
Proclamation No. 1401 signed by President Rodrigo Duterte on Monday.

Duterte recognized the “need to instill in the national consciousness of the Filipino people the
importance of the bamboo plant and its products”

“l, Rodrigo Roa Duterte, President of the Republic of the Philippines, by virtue of the powers
vested in me by the Constitution and existing laws, do hereby declare the month of September of
every year as Philippine Bamboo Month,” read the proclamation released on Tuesday.

The proclamation directs the Philippine Bamboo Industry Development Council (PBIDC) to lead
and promote the observance of Philippine Bamboo Month and identify the programs, projects,
and activities for its yearly celebration.

All other agencies and instrumentalities of the national government, including government-
owned or -controlled corporations and state universities and colleges are directed and all local
government units, relevant non-government organizations and civil society groups, as well as the
private sector, encouraged to support the PBIDC.

Executive Order No. 879 in 2010 created the PBIDC to promote the product development of
bamboo and enhance market access to bamboo products, for the purpose of sustaining and
strengthening the bamboo industry.

Bamboo has been identified by the Department of Trade and Industry as one of the right priority
industry clusters.

Parts of the bamboo plant are being used not only for nourishment and construction of simple
infrastructure, but also in producing world-class furniture and handicrafts. (PNA)

Source; https://www.pna.gov.ph/articles/1177756
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LPA west of Zambales now tropical depression Caloy

By RICHA NORIEGA, GMA News
Published June 28, 2022 11:57pm

The low pressure area (LPA) west of Zambales on Tuesday developed into a tropical depression
which has been named Caloy, the weather bureau PAGASA has said.

PAGASA said the LPA developed into a tropical depression at 8 p.m. on Tuesday.
At 10 p.m. on Tuesday night, Caloy was spotted 385 kilometers west of Iba town.
It has maximum winds of 45 kph near the center and gustiness of 55kph.

Caloy was moving west northwest slowly and is expected to move over the West Philippine Sea to
leave the Philippine Area of Responsibility.

It is seen to enhance the Southwest Monsoon to cause rains in Luzon and the Visayas.

It is expected to be 405 kilometers west of Iba in 12 hours and 560 kilometers west of Dagupan
City and already outside the PAR in 24 hours or by Wednesday night.

No tropical cyclone wind signal has been hoisted for Caloy.

PAGASA said the enhanced Southwest Monsoon would bring occasionally gusty conditions
reaching strong breeze to near gale in strength over extreme Northern Luzon, and the western
sections of Luzon and Visayas.

These conditions are more likely in mountainous and upland localities of these areas.

PAGASA said moderate to heavy with at times intense rains are expected over Palawan, Oriental
Mindoro, Occidental Mindoro, Zambales, Bataan, Cavite, Batangas, Laguna, Aurora, and Quezon.

It said light to moderate with at times heavy rains are likely over Metro Manila, the rest of
Mimaropa, Rizal, Tarlac, Pampanga, llocos Region, Bicol Region, and Western Visayas.

The tropical depression and the enhanced Southwest Monsoon will bring moderate to rough seas
(1.2 to 3.1 meters) over the seaboards of Northern Luzon and the western seaboards of Central and
Southern Luzon, the weather bureau said.

"These conditions may be risky for those using small seacraft. Mariners are advised to take
precautionary measures when venturing out to sea and, if possible, avoid navigating in these
conditions," PAGASA said.

PAGASA earlier said the monsoon would bring cloudy skies with scattered rain showers and
thunderstorms over Metro Manila, the rest of Luzon, Visayas, and the Zamboanga Peninsula.
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LPA west of Zambales now tropical depression Caloy

This could cause flash floods or landslides due to moderate to at times heavy rains.

Meanwhile, the rest of Mindanao will experience partly cloudy to cloudy skies with isolated rain
showers or thunderstorms.

Residents were advised of possible flash floods or landslides during severe thunderstorms. —NB,
GMA News

Source: https://www.gmanetwork.com/news/scitech/weather/836419/Ipa-west-of-zambales-now-
tropical-depression-
caloy/story/?fbclid=IwARIVKOe9EVSED|yF|7DFgSDK9XAXNzcNzLiAa-
ZYKqHBACbUMS8g5jYhIS7Q



https://www.gmanetwork.com/news/scitech/weather/836419/lpa-west-of-zambales-now-tropical-depression-caloy/story/?fbclid=IwAR1vkOe9EVSEDjyFj7DFgSDK9xAXNzcNzLiAa-ZYkqHBACbUM8g5jYhIS7Q
https://www.gmanetwork.com/news/scitech/weather/836419/lpa-west-of-zambales-now-tropical-depression-caloy/story/?fbclid=IwAR1vkOe9EVSEDjyFj7DFgSDK9xAXNzcNzLiAa-ZYkqHBACbUM8g5jYhIS7Q
https://www.gmanetwork.com/news/scitech/weather/836419/lpa-west-of-zambales-now-tropical-depression-caloy/story/?fbclid=IwAR1vkOe9EVSEDjyFj7DFgSDK9xAXNzcNzLiAa-ZYkqHBACbUM8g5jYhIS7Q
https://www.gmanetwork.com/news/scitech/weather/836419/lpa-west-of-zambales-now-tropical-depression-caloy/story/?fbclid=IwAR1vkOe9EVSEDjyFj7DFgSDK9xAXNzcNzLiAa-ZYkqHBACbUM8g5jYhIS7Q
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Thé Departmant of Envicanmant snd R Wior o gy‘g%?&n“ﬁlu um
Nahral Resourcas (DENR) has givan "Marsin BAVer Awsrcs
regognition to voluntaars and partrers
whi had sigaficant contributian ra the and Water Management, Duparis
clopoup and rehabiltstion of Manila b P vy vl g e
Bey during the “Manile BAYani Developmant  Autkerisy  Maynilad,
Awprds™ cs}emonv on June 14, 2022 Kabaiikat =a Kauniatan np Hasaco,
et the Disnond Hotel in Manile. The MBC-DZRH, and Qasangen bacangey
siggutories] of the ewerd ere the 2 officials.
Intdrnetiongl Couril for -
Environmerital Lew (ICEL), the DENR, It may ba racalad tmet on Dao 10,
Nornandy | Cheir for Feaca the 2008, the Supreme Court isausd o
Insgjrute Governsnce  end Cantinuing Mandamus an  Manila
3nabiy Davalopment (IGSD), Asia Bay (GR.171247-48) diractng 13
Packic Centar for Enviranmertal Law governmant agonains to olean up,
andludiana Dposa. . rehebidlitate, and pressrve M:nla Bay,
otk Acnr[u . RN 4 e . . " ~ " and rastore snd maintain itz waters
n y Q. T Cimes: Tynes to class "H" level to maka tham fit for
Serrpulng led the recognition of local @%WWMM%W S ST o swimming, sky-driving and  othar
govirm units (LCUs), privete s S forms of contactrecraation Tha 18
orvi)za , river rangers, end individuals In Senator Cynthia Villar in addrassing the poor agencies involved are :
Matic Manila, Cantral Luzen end Southern Luzon for senitary conditions of the pecple who hawe no 1 OENR
tnaﬂ activg | perticipetion in tha Manlla Ssy sccess to tollet fackties In Seseco, she has 2 DILG
liitatiop program. Acting Secretary Sampulna tapped the help cf the DOH, DSWD, the City of  3.DepEd
sluo|ottributed the suconss of tha Manila Ray Manila and Mayniled togethor ond lavnched the 4 DOH
flehgbiitatoh Progrom to tha “strong wil® of Zero Open Defecation for Baseca Campound® 6 DA
Prasident igo Ros Duterta to accomplish a projectin May 2017 She initinted tha paving of the 6. DPWH
mongmentall | task "Wo  would nor  have street and built @ communal septic tank, She also 7. DBM
accompl owr task without the people and sought the commitment of euthorities for the B Pnilippine Coast Gusrd (POG)
orgaizat who helped us 8s we journey slong regular collection of perbege to prevent solid 9. Pnilippine National Police-Maritima Groun
our rphabiitdtion end cleerup sfforts. We have 8 westa accumulsticn In Menila Say. In a bid to turm 10, Philippine Ports Agthority (FPA)
ot nf{ heroes aMmid ak thes,” Sempuing added. the compound Into & modal  community 11 Matropolitan Manila Devalopmet Authodty

thia Viller was spocially cited in

@ by the CENR @y orw of the recipients of
la

Yani Awarc® in recagnition of har
thi Chelr of the Sanate Committes cn
becausa of her persistence in
ing the concerned agencies to do
; %d by the Supreme Court under

tinuing mandemus to clean the Manila Bay

December 16, 2008. The continuing
meels the DILG, DENR and 11 other
wies (NGAs) to rehsbiitate and
Menils Bay to moke it fit for

jing, skih diving, and other forms of contact

tion In &3 woters Hesed on the Order, the
gavearrynent oins ware given 10 years to
rehabllitate Mdnila Bay
Senatar Viller 1 elsc recognized for har effarts in
physicy inilisting the cleaning of Baseco
Compd| in Barangsy 643, Gasangan, Zone 68,
Port Ny which sha startad in 2016

mmmamg

momthly clesn up and  tree-planting
se

|88 the construction of toilets end
' varlous ivalihood projects for the

refebilitation projact a~d aita for urban agriculture
and aquaculture she askad tha halp af tha Buraau
af Scis and Water Manogement (BSWM) to
osteblsh urben gerdens which heva been the
aource of vegetebles for readents’ own
oconsumption end livelihood. Recycling projects
wara elso initiated in the ares provided by the Pesig
River Rehabilitation Commission

Togather with tha resicents of Baseco, mangroves
wera also planted In the ares to serve as naturel
barriors thot will protect the community in the
evant of storm surges, The Baseco comgound Is
located near the ses wall of Meni'e Boy, making it
vulnarable to flooding end storm surges during
typhoon. Aquacultre was slso ntroduced in the
araa with the help of Bureau of Fisheres and
Aquatic Rasocwcas (BFAR) who provided the
training and distribution of fishing bouts and tri-
bikes to the rasidants. 2

Tha Senstor has alwoys mobslized other sectors in
halping Bssoco such as partnerwigunizations
namely Departmant of Heslth, Depsrtrient of
Soclal Walfare and Develcpment, Depertment of
Public Works and Highways, Depsrtment of
Envirenmeant and Netuwal Resources, Buraau of
Feharies and Aqustic Rescurces, Bursau of Soils

12 Metropolitan Watsrworke and Seworoge
System (MWS3S)
18 Local Weter Utilitiss Administration (LWLA)

Among thoss who @so received the Manila Bay

Awards were:

1. Former DENR Secretary Roy A. Cimatu

2 Former MMDA Cheir Danéo Lim

3. Manila Mayor Franciz2o TIsks Marena” Domagoso

4. Cavite Gov. Jonvic Remulla

B. Senator-elect and former DPWH Sac Mark Villar

6. NiA Senior Deputy Administracor and fosmar
DEMNR Undersacratary Banny D. Antiparda

7. Environmantal lawyar Anterio Opoca Jr

£. Atty. Rita Linda V. Jimano

9. Congrasaman - Elect Edward Hagedam

Also recognizad during the event ae the: Viller
SIPAC Foundastion, Wild 8ird Club, Agian Terminsl
Inz, Brgy. 412 in Sampaloc. Manile, ervironmental
planner Jason Villaza, the “rivar rangers” of Escoor
City, Cavite City, and the muncipalities of Naiz,
Kawit, and Nowvalatain tha provinece of Cavita

Among tha LOUs ncludes: Badange. Betasn, Palayan
Nuavs Ecija; Sasmuan, Pampangs; Marileo, Sulncan
and tha Erwironment and Notural Resources Office
of tha Provincisl Government of Pampanga.
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President Duterte’s 6 years:
Boracay, Manila Bay clean
among environment legacies

By AARON RECUENCO

he start of the Duterte

administration on July 1,

2016 proved to be a morale

bhooster to pro=-environ-
ment groups, particularly with the
appointment of the late environ-
mentalist Gina Lopez at the helm of
the Department of Environment and
Natural Resources (DENR).

Buoyed by the strong backing
of President Duterte, Lopez holdly
showed the political will that her
boss was known for by waging her
own war to save the country from
environment degradation.

In just less than a year since she
assumed the top DENR post, Lopez
issued orders that cancelled the
permits, or rejected the applica-
tions of many mining operations all
to the delight of pro-environment
groups which were impressed by
the hard stand taken by the Duterte
administration.

Her departure from the DENR
led to the appointment of former
military chief of staff Roy Cimatu,
who became the President’s "bas-
tonero,” or “take-charge guy' for
the two most important projects
which the Duterte administration
would be most remembered — the
aggressive Boracay rehabilitation,
and the massive clean~-up of Ma-
nila Bay.

After Duterte described Bora-
cay as a “cesspool” — a comment
which became viral — the Boracay
Inter-Agency Task Force was cre-
ated to rehabilitate the world~-fa-
mous beach resort amid persistent
reports of some of the establish-
ments dumping their wastes in the
sea.

The Boracay rehabilitation also
came with the target of protect-
ing the natives of Boracay who
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have been repeatedly victimized by
land~-grabbing and hostile take-
overs of land and properties.

In just a few months after the
start of the clean-up drive, the re-
habilitation work became visible
with the enforcement of laws that
forced most of the establishment
owners and local residents to clear
the beaches and right of ways ac-
cording to the law.

Hoads were improved to meet
the tourists’ expectation of a
world-quality tourist spot.

The best part? The quality of
the water at the beach and in at
least nine wetlands improved. Ac¢-
cording to a DENR report, almost,
if not all, of the local re idents,
establishment owners, and even

BORACAY ISLAND [DOT PHOTO)

tourists were forced to follow the
strict implementation of rules on
waste disposal.

Larly this month, DENR Sec.
Jim Sampulna declared the Boracay
Island clean-up program as mis-
sion accomplished. The BIATF was
dissolved and the management and
supervision of the Boracay Island

=
S

turned over to the local govern-
ment of Malay.

Dojomite Beach

in | Manila, even
dug to the Co~

Mean
amid the Ioc uwn
vid=19 pa , the Duterte ad-
ministration lémbarked on another
project that became controversial
but was praiséd by |his supporters
— the Dolomite Beach.
Against all oddg that included
adverse scientific opinion of envi-
ronmental exgerts on the logic and
sustainability | of dumping white
sand from a bylldozed mountain in
Cebu, the Duterte pdministration
remained unperturbed and went on
to realize the project.

R B et A hﬂ'
Uewy -~ &

In its first gpening to the public
on Sept. 19, 2020 at the height of
the pandemic| thoysands flocked
to the small pprtion of the Manila
Hay to take selfies and flood Insta-
gram and faceébook of images of the
controversial |Boach.|But the beach
was closed on Dct. 29, 2021 to con-
tinue work on Jt.
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DOLOMITE BEACH (DENR PHOTO)

The Duolomite Beach was reopened
1o the public on June 12, which cain-
cided with the Philippine celebration
of Independence Day, after months of
implementation of structure-build-
ing tu protect the white beach from
being gobbled up by strong waves at
the Manila Bay.

But the Duterte legacy on envi-
ronment protection did not end with
these two notable projects,

Climate resilience

Amid the disasters and natural
calamities that struck many commu-
nities in the country every year, the
Duterte administration stepped up
disaster resiliency by implementing
big projects aimed at protecting the
usual victims of widespread flooding.

By virtue of the Executive Qr-
der No. 120 which created the Task
Force Build Back Better, President
Duterte ordered concerned agencies
to strengthen the climate resilience
capacities of communities vulnerable
to disasters and climate hazards, es-
pecially in Cagayan Valley, Bicol Re-
gion, and Marikina River Basin. )

This resulted in the massive
dredging operations at the Magapit
Narrows, Cagayan, and Marikina
Rivers, which were already complet-
ed, and the removal of critical sand-
bars restricting the water flow of the

Cagayan, Marikina, and Bicol Rivers. « velopment.

Clean energy

The DENR reported that President
Duterte pushed for the imposition of
a moraturium on coal power projects,
and advocated for the phase-down of
unabated coal power, and end of in-
efficient fossil fuel subsidies during
the 26th Conference of Parties to the
United Nativns Framework Conven-
tion on Climate Change. |

Respousible mining

Efforts for responsible mining
also materialized with the comple-
tion of the first and second phases of
the mining audit, covering 43

scale surface mertatlic mining com-

panies.

Based on the: DENR report, an
estimated P2.7 billion was comimnit-
ted to environmental programs, on
top of the 8.1 million seedlings and
reforestation of 6,600 hectares of
mined-out and other areas for 'thc
Mining Forest Program.

A total of #4072.6 million of phe
Social Development Management
Program of mining companics was
also realigned to support the affected
communities during the pandemid

In the words of DENR officials,
President Duterte made great strides
in institutionalizing the centrality of
the environment fo the country’s de-

"
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DENR, inutil
Sa quarrying sa
Marikina Watershed

i ' T MARIKGING
e Maraming panot nx bundok ang na GTERCHE R
at aagos dito ang putik 1t mga bato al susagnse w1 mga WATERSHED
b‘“mmmp&ammbingmgbmm

 baha ma maaaring mangyri. Ang Marikina watershed
e ,

plic <o

3 T . iy 5
ng"mm : on sa {lalim ng Republic
ActNa, iﬂbmg%mm
smnmulzrmasmmm

'g¢ scale quarrying sa | ang lakis na
WUmnblo‘;::l,.mektnm
ngwatzmhedpmtpmdama_ngmkopmngnm
Uh%mapmmm_ . Noong nakaraang Lunes, nans
) ang mayor ng Quezon City, Marikina City,
Muntinlupa at Pasig City na kanselahin ang mineral
pwducﬁonmngagmeme-ts(MPSA)ninisyum
guarrving firms, ‘alang pagkilos ang DENR.
Noong nakaraang Abril, ang Masungi Georeserve
Fonndation sa Boras ay umapela na kay President
DllmeathyDENR..gec.JimSapnhnnakmeh-
mmmmmeang
mapigiian ang oz idudulot ng mga ginagawang
akﬁbldadsnhgnr..\nggmponghlm@m-m&e-

rehabhilitate sa portion ng watershed.,
hnﬁlmurkm%mmg-
g kaso ang mga sumisira sa ' Watershed, Ipi-

nag-uios niva ito sa kalihim ng DENR at sa Anti-illegal
lngging Thsk Force. Ayon sa Presidente, nangangamba
ila- nnng;ayaﬁng illegal activities sa watershed,
Bapama't o direktiba na ang presidente, hindi
tions sa ln_gar.&yonwupurt,“nnhhkg:mu ang
muay-ari ng quarcying kaya hindi mallgat:g;l
Wala pang inihahayag na DENR secrctary si
presideni-elect Ferdinand Marcos Jr. Harinawang ang
itatalagn niya ay hindi inutil, Suna, taong may malasakit
S0 kapaligiran at kalikasan. ?
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Water Services, Ine.
digtribute starling in
10 million liters per
of its "new water” or
ed water from house-

it passes through a rig-

w water’ in J

‘water produced in its concession

ares comoes back as wastewater.,
The treated water will come
from its modular treatment
plants or ModTPs that will get
raw water from the Parafiaque

testsand publid consultationswith
residential and commercial cus-
tomers, local government units,
and government agencies such
as the Doll, Department of Envi-
ronment and Natural Resources,

nilad to s:tart_'g_istribUting

fying process to make  Water Reclamation Facility. Metropolitan Walerworks and
TheinitiallOMLDwillbeflowed  Sewerage System (MWSS), and
into the distribution system for Nutnona]Water Resources Board.
icat, ar , blending with the standard drink-_  ‘The consultations are meant
per unoummlmm tngwmrmd\xgedby&mynihfs;, Mensunethaxﬂmxm v will
pirtment of 1lealth, but  LaMesatreatmentplants. + beaccep ) consumers,
dal it, maybe next month The blended supply will then Maynilad said that based on
radydistribute 10 MLD"  be conveyed to barangays San Di-  the results of its initial social ac-
onmomdSanImdminPulﬂma ceptability test, its residentizl
City, which are the areas nearest  and commereial customers have
to the ModTP location, The two  expressed willingness Lo use new
- barangays willbenefitfromthead-  water after seeing it and under-
the comphny's target  ditional supply; as it will improve  standing the process behind it
I« o useall thewlswwa- water availability in the area, “Mahabe ang pinaydaanan na
Maynilad said it had been hold-  journey ng Maynilad bago karai
ing & series of social acceptahility  nakarating dito (Maynilad’s jour-
ncyh.ubeenlongbe re we got treatment plants, and the 17 and 1
lu&)."‘ﬂaiﬁﬂ!&d President and dma into bo%lo?: “of water. & &mkcmmﬁnmu:ftm
Executive Officer Ramon-  Bul with potable water reuse, greater Metri Manils aren
eilv 8. Fernandez said. treated used water goes through Maynilad sources 91% of its

“We will ¢nsure that periodic
tests will be done,” he added,

Maynilad said the new water
will have no impact on customers’

Wlmgbﬂl.’l‘hemndmdmerhﬁﬂ-

ntaswﬂlupply vduthanaw water
is sonreed from m. -
guna Lake, or dwaher '
The in;tiaﬁve is part of Mayni-
lad’s move toward potable water
reuse, which le aimed at hoosting
available supply in view of the grow-
iny demand forwater. It is ulso in re-
sponee to the strain on existing raw
water sources due to the fmpact of
climate change, the company said
Al present, used water from
honseholds is collectad, ok'lned

a seeond treatment plant for =
more rigorous purification pro-
cess. The new water output can he
osed for drinking having passed
‘the Philippine Natione! Stan-
dardsfoannkmgWateL 4y
- Maynilad officials said treated
 water reuse for drinking is al-
_ ready done in other countriss. |
Since 2019, Maynilad has been

lookmg into potahluvmer reuse

when a water crisis hit Metro Ma-
nila, prompting the company o tap
alternative sources, including La-
guna Lake, apart from Angat Dam.
Maynilad is a private conces-
sionaire of the ltnthewmr
and wastewster services provzder

suppiy from a single source -
Angat Dam, which also supplias
another water concessionaire,
a hydroelectric plant, and the
n&edtof&nmn.fnr irrigation.
4 'ﬁfqtro Pacific Tnvestments
. Corp., whichhas o mmajority stakein
Maynilad, is ohe of three Pllippine
- units. “Holw Kong-bosed First
Pacific Co, Ltd., the olhers being
.Phﬂnﬂ&inmg(nrp and PLDT. Inc.
. llast:lng; Holdings, Ine, o unit
" of PLDT Beneficial I'7ust Fund
subsidiary MediaQuest Holdings,
inc,, has an interest in Ausiness-
Worid thmngh the Philippine
Qgr\qup, wiliich it controls, —

—
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‘Maynilad's ‘New Water’
~ passes potability test

THE “New Water” that Maynilad produced using raw water supply from its
mmth(STﬂhwmhﬂb&nWl ertificate of
by the Paranaque City Health Office.

The collected samples wen: tested by accredited laboratorics of the Dep
dmmﬂbmwﬂ\cwmhu&hmmmdl
of Potability proves that “New Water” meets the Philippine National Standards for
Drinking Water,

“New Water” §s a drinkable water supply that is sourced from the used water
Mzmwwmmm-mwwwmu«mm
treated wntetd.lmhuﬁ by its Paranaque Water Reclamation Facility and

igduuxﬁl\aﬁu ‘Treatment Plant for a mare rigorous purification
" ;

Maynilad has been into potable water reuse since 2019. The initiative is
in line with the company”s bid to expand s altemative raw water source opliuns so
it can better augment supply during times of shortage.
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reclamation project
PUERTO Pmtceshcﬂ‘?-

W«M
A th gmupblmilm it as-a victory for the ‘ust
| environment. —sToRY.aY
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Pasboee foefeited in fivse of the natansd oo

£
-

L ——
PAGET NBAMEY  ECOL®IAL  GAFIOON
sioar STORY

5_?_,32

mwd&mmmmnmm iwmmn TR Y m-—mnw“m lmt-m-mn




Q SIRATECC
] COMMUNICATION
s R
ey INITIATIVES
b SERVICE
poart
e

TAGE

4 =
soRy LIy

PRA forfeits Coron
eclamation project

ational gov’t to take over illegally reclaimed area in Palawan’s tourist town;
civic movement leaden, locals claim vlctory for environment

Remar Miranda
@RVMirandalNQ

|

H]JQT'O PRINCESA CITY—Af-
rs of battling against a
ructive development proj-
* a civic mevement in Coron,
Pajawan, scored a win when the
ppine Reclaration Author-
i!)"@m ordered the forfeiture
In of the nationsl govern-
t of an unfinished reclama-

tof projectin the towm.
Mark Arthur Cata-
acting board secretary of
gm in Resoluticn No. 5543-
2

issued on June 16, orderad

i forfeiture of about 22 hect-

ares of reclaimed land in Coron,

citlhg the unauthorized recla-

maglon undertaken by the Pala-

wan provingizl government and
its Jpint venture partners.

decision came after the

PRA found our thar the project

confinued without area clearance

frarp | the Department of Envi-
o ranc Naniral Resources
D , ax directed by Presi-
dent Dutertz on March 2z, after
a § with Sagip Caron Pal-
awan (SCP) conveners,

10 view of the total focfei-
ture of the said reclauned land,

the managemen: s also
hereby granted with authority to
al and comply with the DENR

ts for presidennzl

ation declaring the land

ali le and disposable and no

needed for public use, i3-

of a special patent, and

eventual ttling thereof™ the
PRA resolution said

RE HAB UNDERWAY Mémbers of the cMc mavement Sagio

Coron Palawan vow ta rehabifitate the illegally reclaimed land
in the tourist Town, saying they will protect it from moves thet
may hurt the local environment, —CoNTRIBUTIDPHOTO BY RANDOLPH

ARORQT/SAGIP CORON PALAWAN

PRA General Manager and
CEQ Janillo Rubw:aro said the
Caron case could be the first
total forfeiture granted by the
agency in favor of che national
government, meaning forfelrors
orders previcusly issued in ath-
er reclamation sites had partial
coverage that allewed propo-
nents to use certain parts of the
reclaimed area.

‘Guod fight!

Bob Magallanes, cne of the
conveners of Sagip Coron and a
native of the island rown, wal-
comed the development after
years of “fighting the good fight,"
which, he said, would not have
Heen possible without the per-
sistentcall to action from lecals,

“lam thankful o Sagip Coron
members who showed concem
for the naton and future gen-
arations and ra al! residents of

Coron who sacrificed their time
and effort for this cause” Ma-
gallanes sald in a message to the
Inquirer on Tuesday.

Marion Raagas, also among
Sagip Coron’s conveners, said
the forfeiture of the illegally
reclaimed land was & “big vic-
tery for mother nature and the
Caran pecple.

Raagas said the PRA; the
tourism, public works, inrerior
and lecal government, and en-
vircnment departments; the
Armed Fortes of the Philip-
pines; and all 2iljed gavernment
agencies and the community
would work together and come
up with & comprehensive mas-
ter plan for Coron.

“We are also hoping that the
mcaming administration  will
be supportive [of] our efforts,
hopes and dreams for ordinary
people who ars affecred by ille-

zal reciamation and quarrying
thar they may review the Exec-
utive Order Coron,’ which SCF's
legal counsel draftad, so we can
execute the whele-of-nacion
approach [und the] much need-
ed reforms for both our coun-
try’s development and respon-
sible reclamation and quarrying
will be followed and enforced
to the letter,” Raagas said.
Incumbent provincial gov-
ernment officials had vet to issue

_astarement on Tuesday, but had

initially distanced themselves
Trown the controversy, diing that
the project was continued from
a previous plan under the ad-
ministration of former Gov. Joel
Reyes 15 years ago.

The Coron Bay Development
Project was started in 2007 by
Reyes, who applied for the en-
vironmental compliance certifi-
care (ECC) with the DENR for 2
3-ha area. In 2004, it gor anoth-
er ECC for 48 ha.

" Barween 2012 and 2018, the
project was halted reportedly
due to lack of funds bur was re-
instared by outgoing Gov. jose
Alvarez, who entered into a joint
venture with developers for the
construction of hoeels, docking
srarions, and other rourism-re-
lated facilities at Coron town
center.

Alvarez won as reprezen-
tative of Palawan's second con-
gressional district doring the
May § electlons. His vice gov-
emor, Dennis Socrates, will
succeed him as governor of the
pravince. pg
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 Crocodiles
sighted

in Bulacan
rwer?

GUIGUINTO, Bulacan -~ chresen-
tatives from the Biodiversity M.
ment Bureau (BMB) of the Depart-
ment of Environment and Natural
Resources (DESIR) stamﬁei an inves-
tigation yesterday inlo the . ed
presence of'fmcoday iles in a'm this
town.

“We acknowledge that there are
alleged sightings and have reported
the matter to the DENR for xmmed:-
ate investigation and action,” Ma
Paula Agatha Cruz told The S

She said a team from the BMBcon
ducted an ocular inspection

In a post on Faccbook, officials of
Barangay Malis warned the public
against swimming or going, to the,
tiver, citing the reported sightmgs of a
crocodile.

Bulacan fifth district Rep, Abrocio
Cruz said there have been discus- \
sions on how to catch the erocodlle
if found.

- As of noon yesterday, environmen-
tal personnel have yet to find any
v eracodile evenas residents claimed
 that there have been sightings
5\\ 1 —~KRamon m Lazaro I
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Ayon 5a Facebook post
ng | Am Malis, nakita at na-
wmannqmmmm
ways, kasama ng tuyct na
weledily sa llog.

Dahil diso, pinag-ingat np
mga opisyal ng barangay
ang myR residente, partikular
ang mga nakatie &3 tbing-
log pera maiwasan ang ks-

£ ey

AT

sa pamahalaang be)uml
DENR, MENRO a: MORH:
MO ay agad tong rumass
ponde ea lugar upang ma-
beripka af mahull ang bu-
waya.
hlnuauhm.mpam
mpormasyan kung muling
Moma&&
Nasabing buways sa
DICK MIRASOL 1l
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Pass the Land Use Act ',
RECENT repott publxshedbythe Land Matrix Initiative has
shed some light on the extent of so-called lampe-scale land
acquisitions (LSLA) in the Philippines, and the news is not

encouraging.

of Asiz in terms of the number of land acquisition deals madein the

past 20 yeats. Even more alarming, as of 2021, there are potentially «
3.6 million hectares — about 58 percent of all the arable land in’
the Philippines — that are under negotiation for potential deals.

* And this may only be the tip of the icebery’ the Land Matrix Initia-
tive report stresses that information about as many as one-thnrd of
LSLAs in the Philippines, whether completed or planned, is simply
not available The lack of transparency raises concern that lands are
behgmnmtedﬁmnmc:rpmperuseataramdm:Amlmm
correct this — a National Land Use ; "

- Code — but successive Congresses PRTINPS
- for nearly 30 years have been unwill- 1”5 nOt that
g 1o pass it ow;mmmdm.gzmme thereisa ©
Upco 2 o bt [
mmfmammm comp lete lack
has been recognized sinceat least 1987, of land use
&ab\gnumbuoﬂghmumom ngllfaﬁﬁﬂ m r
mmalm 1994 m{ﬁ the Philippines
year, 18 d!ﬂhuu
Dl beskling s ths Hcwes of Repre | 11OV, butrather ,
sentatives, and four in the Senate. As that t_here
recently departed 19th Congress, these ‘Saf_qc.kof
bills were quietly shelved, advancing no consistency o
reasons why our elected 3 :
tives have been sosteadfastinawoiding - designation
passing a land use bill for so long are andrhe .
centainly open 1o speculation. i

While there have obviously been apphcation and -
differences in details of the many

.

bills that have been proposed, the én forcemem Of
hasicfunctionofalandusecodeisto SUCH rulesas do
provide a comprehensive set of defini-

rions forall land in the Philippines, ‘ l
and then govem the management -

amlmﬁmofalaﬂmemm:ﬂ!physi«xlpimxﬂngmmm 4
Pamameters would be established for sustainable land use atail levels of
povernment in terms of land protection, different types of production,
infrastructure use, and settlement uses. The fundamental objective
of a land use code is 1o ensure that all thedand in the Philippines is «
put to is most beneficial use, whether that is agriculture, mining, or
industry, residential or commercial use, or presetvation. o0 l

|
|

The Philippines isamong the top five caunudes inall - — .

hckofconmy —~“—- ] i

e 4

lﬁsmtﬂmﬂmzuaunq:hclackd

pines nosw, but rather that there isa lacke f
mddle:ppliciﬁinmdcmnd |

uqayand mmmahiurmose
The incoming Marcos admini

beforeit, has well-i plamm

of the nation. We certainly e

mdfnm;ndmlluwﬂm Iti
the anticipated results can be achiey
ﬁﬂlbn'unlus

,
AU

i I
;‘,‘,‘“’

.‘ “mm,.

¢ envi-

; umtalllhebatm
wmhmlﬁw
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countrics won 't accept
ld 5 occans bclorg to ¢&y-

upia glob agreement an protecting
these vast acts of the planet, United
Nalions| Sk cetary-General Antonio
G trr«s[ rged on Monday:
name the countries he
erriilg to, but stressed the sig:
nifjcance : the oceans 1o everyone
, e, saying: “Intemational
walers aregiurs,” |
: ief was with senior of-
i d dcientists eom murethan
120 cou rles attending the five-day
ey l ference ; in Portugal’s
ital Lishon. Also present were
fustrated by the failure (o
come up wigh international nles that
might m *orean amamabllltv

NOmENIN o proteacied
efMgets firr 4 global ocean agreement.

‘ 's| o compreliemlv: legal
% 10 the high'seas.

: elir 1o them as the la:gm

; ated area on the planet.

The confesence is set to'adopt a
dedlaraticr 'that.‘ lh(}llgh not bind-
ing on iigx_;ato:lts. could help
implexient and facilitate the pro-

tection and conservation of oceans

and their lesources, according to

lh LIN. The declacation is due 10
endorsed on friday.
it eyondmh is d.wital

new intemnational agreement on

Biciversify Beyond National Juris-
diction, alsb known as the Treaty of
thé ,:l '-;

- ‘Fhattrez isbdngnegoualedmllr

oG &

| SEA

l e UN
HOTO

y on Monday would

! wme?Opmtofﬁn :

UNITED NATIONS -.—.——..;

"OU united Nations Secretary General ht-nloﬁltlms :
(onfamlceln Llsbon on Monday, June 27, 2022. AP

Tugdiee) 84
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Ifishness of natlons
| ays oceans deal’

in the framewerk of the Uniwd Con-
vention on the Law of the Sea, which
i the main international agreetent
governing human maritime activities.

After 10 vedrs of talks, however,
including a fourth round of nego-
tiations three months ago, 4 deal
remains clusive. A fifth round is |
scheduled for August in New York,

“The world's largest ecosystem...
is stil] unprotected and is dying as
we walch,” the activist group Ocean
Rebellion said.

Guterres said “significan| propgress”
has been made toward a deal on a
high seas treaty and that the world
stands at ‘2 crucial moment’ for the
future of the oceans

“We need vo make people putpres: |
yure on those whe dedde,” Guterres

said, appealing for peaple 1o make
themselves heard.

Threats to the oceans mal.ude
global warming, pollution, acidifica-
tionand other problems, the UN - SIS,
Potentially harmiul deep-sea mining
also lacks rules.

Despite lhefxusmnonl. the confer-
enceis” animportant oppottunity o
accelerate” steps toward a high seas
trealy, i LN ays, as delegates infoe-
mally debate possible ways forward. |

The vonference is also expected 1o
reaffirm and build upon the some 62

commitrments made by governments at
ihe prsions ovean summitin the Kengan
Gapital Nairobi in 2018, from protecting
small island Mates with ocean-based
economics to sustainable fishing and
combatting warming waters, -

* Financing mudels for ocean: qpn- i
servation are also on the agenda
this year. as well a8 coming up with
sclence-based, Innovative solutions
that might impmve ocean heal!h' AP
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¢ l-{ERE is no pride on a dead
that | saw last Salu[day ﬁthe celebration
I?'reﬂ: month in Pasay City, carrying with them the iconic
rainbow flag interposed with their peace signage. . hinl |

“Climate justice is gueer justice.

Our fight must go beyond the usual

“green”; rather, it should be multi-
perspective and multi-colored. At
the end of the day, we all deserve to
live on an Earthwe can be proud of,
where we don't have to wait for the
rain justto see the rainbow," Green-
peace said in a statement.

Pride Month commemorates the
1969 Stonewall riots in Manhattan,
New Yorkwhere LGBTO+ individuals
protested againstpoliceharassment
and persecution commonly experi-
enced by the community.

1covered Greenpeace in the mid-
19905 when 1 was still connected
with a major newspaper wheve I'was
assignad on the environment beat.

-

to liberate themselves from oppree-
sive practices and give vaice to the
vulnerable:

Greenpeace calls for the govern,
ment to enact policies that promote
inclusivityand rqecldlscnmmatm
such as thelong-dehated Sexual Ori-
entationand Gender Identity Expres-
sion Bquality (SOGIE) Bill.

In her virtual speech, reelected
opposition Senator Risa tHontiveros
said that she will push anew for the
passage of the bill, as its principal
author and sponsor, which secks to
ban discrimination based on an in-
dividual's SOGIE.

The ball lists the practices to be
considered discriminatory and un-
lavrful, which include the denial of
rightstoLGRTQ+ communityonthe
basix of their SOGIE, such as their
right to access public services, right
to use establishments and services
inchuding housing, and right to ap-
ply for 2 professional license, among
others.

wﬁééwai’@fa&’ ”‘P
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Dennis Gorecha

Tlmssavs apostar by

‘Climate change at that tire was al-

ready one of their campaigns.
Climate change is driven by fac-

tors such as changss in the atmo-

sphericconcentration of greenhouse
gases and aercsols, land cover and
radiation, and their combinzations,
which then result in what 15 called
radiative forcing (warmingand caol-
ing effect).

The Ph:.l;ppmes is already in the
path of major weather disturbances
that damage property and critical
infrastructure,
~ Climatechangeisexpectedtolead
tomoreintensetyphoons, highersea
levels, and storm surges.

Storm surges are projected toal
fect about 14 percent of the popula-

an emplnyce or anyone
render services, denial of admission

The bill alse. dcems as.dxacmm- 7

natory lhedifferenﬂai treatment of
d ta

to ay expulsion from an educational
institution, refusal or revocation of

accreditation toanyorganization due
SEE “GORRCHO,” A15

Greenpeace said t -g s s
genuine climate jus el i g
wnhqueemstim. --
mdpoiqm\ustbe
Sald,ﬁmgﬂlatﬂl u ] _ actic
of the dimate strugg|e with the

liberation of various ‘n'
gwﬁmoﬂt ateg systems
nuxstberenog

tion and 42 percent of coastal pop-
ulations. These wea l er phtterns
frequenﬂy'renpardn the elfare
of corrununities in hiph-risklareas.

Greenpeace said that the fightfor

. genuine climate justice intlersects

with queer justice,

Climate action and polidy must
be»ixnnhxsiv#:,ltsald, dding gha the
connection of the cl t ate lggle'
withtheliberationof variousminor-
ity proups from outdat d dystems
must be rewgn:.zed

Climate change can only be ad-
dressedthrougha dethocracy
where cominunirtiesplayak yralein

pohcy-—a;zd decisiont maki g»-—re—

yhat i means

£1] TwiiaL

[ ]

CARTRON

06 129-22

gl ) i e e
There is no pride on a dead planet
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I € 1 ht, o'ceau ahlon will also be dlmté action, but this will

Flrst, & m : ‘ust invest in and sapport scienc:' and technolagy o

pro-
key solations. Streagthening science-policy inmfacu.m.hnda»
e and policymakers cantributes to a sound understa
'H ate synergles thereby enabling better policy design, aq
priority of the Indonesian presidency of the G20 nmcess
policy support tools can assist gmnmem in Iﬁunfy
d priofitizing actions through policy and 506 tracking and
s devplopment. ;
t 4550 make the invisible visible through acean d-mL jnst
0 1ptgets for the goal o life below water are measurable in
Asia nd the Pacific. Better data s the foundation of better palicies
and cpllect/ve action. The Global Ocean Accounts Partnership (G0AP)
multi-stakeholder coflective established to enable
sther stakeholders to. 90 beyand GOP and to measure
blagress towdrds ocean sustamable development,
ions for low-carbon maritime transport are aiso 4 lwy wtof
the tr3nsition o decarbonization by the midgle of the century. Conn-
‘ tries ig Asia aid the Facific recognized tblswhen adoptinganew
Regln al Actign Program last December, putting memnlm;:m
sLeps as innovative sblpglng technologies, <ooper
ng corridors and more efficient use of exis
ttu] and faalmcsjo make this ambition a reality.

ing ﬁmce ylth our ocean, climate and broader. 'IIE

aspiratfons prdvides a ) crucial foundatian for all of aur action, Bl
bends gr= an atractive insirument both for governments Interested
in raisidg fund for ocean conservation and for invest interested in
contribyting td Sustainable development in addition to obtallim
for theininvestment. |
ans and others are sicps-to\nrds ensuring the vhblﬂtr
's key-ocean-based economic sectors,

ourism and fisheries. A estimated 50 to 80 peuen(
ath is found under the ocean surface. Seven of every
around the globe comes from Pacific waters. And we
ans and (oasts are also vital allies In the fight
nge, with coastal systems such as manguwes,
grass meadows at the frontnne of climate cha
atrates of up to,jo times those of the amg‘mof

)t

tropical fp
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Buf the health of the oceans in Asia and the Pacific is In serious
dectine: rampant pollution, destructive and illeqal fishing practices,
inadequate marine gavernance and continued urbanization 2long

. coastiines have destroyed 40 percent of the coral reefs and ap-

proximately 60 percent of the coastal mangraves, while fish stocis
6nﬂnue to decline and consumption patterns remain unsustainabie,

“These and other pressures exacerbate climate-induced ocean acidi-
fication and vmmmg and weaken the capacity of oceans to mitigate
the impacts of climate change. Global climate change is also contrib-
uting to sea-level rise, which affects cmstal and island commun ities
severely, resulting in greater disaster nsk internal displacement and
lntemabonal migration,

Ta promote concerted action, the UN Ecanomic and Social Commis-
slon far Asia and the Pacific (Escap), In tolhbonhoo with partner UN
agencies provides a regional platform in Slppwt of S0G 14, ligned
wfﬂgm the framewaork of the UN Dmde of Ocean Science for Sustain-

le Development (2021-2030). Thmugh Tour editians so far of the
Asta»l'adm Day for the Ocean, we also suppon tounum in Identify-
lng ‘and putting in place solutions and accelerated actwns tbfougn
_regional dialo/qne and coaperanon

Lis abundantly clear there can be no healthy planet without 2
heanhy ocean. Our leaders 1 meetmg in Lishon must step up efforts to
pratect the ocean and its precious resources and to build sustainable
blue economies. IPS

A,m;ldn Sa!siah Alis)'abbaaa ison uadmemfary ~general of the United
executive secetary of the Economic and Social Commi<slon

rﬁr ”'M amV the Pna?fc (fsmp)
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| cyclones’ dechhe a glnma;te change sign’

aver the 20th century, mdcrl'ying
atmospheric conditinns..
created anenvironment that is
less conducive for tropical cyclone
formation globally,” he said.
The prablem arises in the in-
tensity and location of trapical
cyclones. Chand's team found
that tropical cyclones had been
getting closer to coastal areas in
pans of the world and growing
more intense in recent decades,
Chand said that while this study
focused on the frequency of cy-
clones over time, his team hoped
to Took at how other characteris-
tics of cyclones had been evolving

Kinhua Neis | g ' : over the past century LV
Agency on Juesdiy it was the FORCE OF NATURE s Jan. 31, 2021 fle photo shows *Going forward, it is anticipated
ern and historica]  tree branches that had fallen after Tropical Cyclone Ana made landfall in

_ that continued improvement in
nedto chare  Fiis capital Suva. XINHUA PHOTO > IUIA 1 climate model products and in

mate model experiments, we have  peratures normally intensify  observational datasets can help
tropi-  quantified for the first time how  storms, but Chand said associ-  identify attribulable anthrope-

ers back to  cyclone numbers have changed ated chapges in atmospheric  genic climate change signals on
ing the “I'wentieth  over the past century,” he said, circulations- could also prevent  other metrics such 45 tropical
analysis dataset, and  ‘The findings were unexpected  them fromforming. cyclane inténsity and landfalling
/\‘Li)gelha with high-fésolution di-  as changes in sea surface tem-  “As the climate has warmed  activities,” headded.  XINHUA

e —-— S —— — —

'he findi ng,
ture Climm
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,CASA)saxdscmmd ramsm beex
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: atimn
SIS and th .é:gleetsysMWas f
ing west 2y
re8p0 ibility m it develvps a tmpwal

e agen d it is also monitorin a
cloud du«er?as?tagf‘dorthem anbn that ma 8 y

ther low-pressure area in th
’I’he weather sy'elmns are imensnfying the

southwest monsoon, -~ gy ,
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PAGASA declared the
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e
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season on May 18,
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impact Staloment System (PEISS), a5 wel 38
ratlon of Disaster Risk Reduction (DRR) ard Climate Change
Concas dnto the Envimonmental impsect Assessment (E1A)
PrEpRners the use of the HazerdHuntarPH far goneration
\ s and formulstion of measures to prepare for
helr proposad project areas Is haraby. adopted.

swpmum:am:cmu,hm
W'WI‘H Wlmm"
&y Rn&.don The CENR, mnm

: thad imegrata disaetar rsk reduction

L Guidelines were established through
MmMznummmmmumx
mwmmmnumwmb
i wmmuwmum
_',‘; m-'*ﬂ requirements under the PEISS a8 provided for

-pma«eccouln

. .Application \mm. fs

) At
and § . Forproponants mm‘ ﬁwmm the eccom
prei oot gl |  System, they shall do the folowing: . 2
| {GeoRiskPH Ou-"dsm’um‘ products | 1. mwmmmu the projec anee.
kblbdhnunbo)wb B ks e “Ganarata W hazard assasamant for yaur

p«vompmhaue.
d Inilal hazard ssseesment wi' luin pol of the

e el
mmmmﬁwm It i¥ skl 2 & reforonce
8. documentery requirements, which e rooonants can

Clause

this Memorandum Circular sha 5e nheld nwalid o
pC o provisions herect wiich = mx.ﬁ.?d

'ofmtb wmmm
mmhmammmu

' : o1 o mu—%u-. (16) -l.»fs“:
R DHE0 ) |
mf the Ofice of the. Acminsteative Reglster
> proponents access ko generain an Intisl hazard assessmant m‘“‘" » bt F
SO the HazardHurterPH toof, ; , kT v
q “mhwﬂ'mcmnmb-mw L
H‘ u.w Plan based cn the w af rm Digiadly 212000 by Cullugo
oy o - . Py
mmuudmmm ¥ Wl
on 2 of the EIA DRRICCA Tachnical Guidelines, hazard maps L s : =
mtm.mmcs ma.m)wlbam e e 2 T i




SIRAILGIC

COMMUNICATION
AND

INtTIATIVES
Service

Tribune

(OUT FAVCR

I s S6ts

Begen and held i1 Matra Manila, on Mcerday, T twersy-sith
day af July, twe 500000 TWErTy 0N

[REPUZLIC ACT No. 11308)

AN ACT DECLARING A PARCEL 0¥ LAND LOCATED IN
THE CITY OF MASBATE AND THE MUNICIPALITY
OF MOBOQ, IN THE PROVINCE OF MASHATE, A
PROTRCTED AREA WITH THE CATEGORY OF
NATURAL EIOTIC AREA UNDER TIE NATIONAL
mumnmmmsmmmm

TO BE
BIOTIC ARBA, PROVIDING FOR ITS MANAGEMENT,
AND APPROPRIATING FUNDE THEREFOR

Be & enosted by the Scnare and Howea of Ripreveniatives of five
PHippines W Congresy asemtlnd

ARTICLE |
ShMuaAL Paosisions

Swcrion L Short Tile. - This Act shall te losw =
the “Tugbe Natues) Biokic Ades Azt

BE0 2. Declaration of Polizy, — Copxanat of the profoand
impuct of human setivitics on ek esnponents of the sausral
nm&hhnhddmdﬁ-p&qdbhuu
socure for the Filig ina pecyde of p e fury
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COVID-19 cases sa Pilipinas posibleng lumobo sa 5,300/araw
sa Hulyo

(Philstar.com)
-June 28, 2022 - 11:32am

v

Residents of San Juan City participated in this year's Wattah Wattah Festival on Friday, June 24, 2022. This tradition is
held yearly to celebrate the feast of St. John the Baptist.

The STAR / Walter Bollozos

MANILA, Philippines — Lalong tumataas ang projections ng mga dalubhasa sa maaaring bilang
ng tamaan ng COVID-19 araw-araw sa buong Pilipinas sa susunod na buwan — ito'y kung
mananatiling mababa ang nagpapa-booster shots at kumokonti ang sumusunod sa minimum
public health standards.

Ito ang sabi ni Health Undersecretary Maria Rosario Vergeire, Martes, sa mga reporters habang
ibinabahagi ang panibagong projections ng FASSTER.

"[1f] mobility continues to increase, compliance to [minimum public health standards] continues
to reduce (20-22% reduction) and booster uptake is maintained at this low level, we MAY see
3,800 to 5,300 daily cases nationally by mid-July," wika ni Vergeire kanina.

Mas malaki ito 'di hamak kumpara sa 1,500 hanggang 2,000 daily new cases ng COVID-19 na
unang iprinoject ng Australian Tuberculosis Modelling Network (AuTuMN) para sa Metro Manila
sa pagtatapos ng Hulyo.

Aabot pa lang sa 14.86 milyon ang nagpapaturok ng booster doses sa Pilipinas. 1to'y kahit na 70.27
milyon na ang nakakukuha ng kumpletong primary doses.

Bagama't nasa Alert Level 1 ang Metro Manila, kung saan pinakamaluwag at pinapayagan ang
100% capacity ng mga establishment, dahan-dahan na uli tumataas ang kaso ng COVID-19 nitong
mga nagdaang linggo.
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COVID-19 cases sa Pilipinas posibleng lumobo sa 5,300/araw
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Lunes lang nang ibalita ng Department of Health na umabot sa 4,634 ang bagong COVID-19 sa
nagdaang linggo. Mas mataas ito ng 53% kumpara sa linggo bago ito.

Aabot na sa 3.7 milyon ang tinatamaan ng naturang virus simula nang nakapasok ito ng Pilipinas
simula nang nakapasok ito noong 2020. Sa bilang na 'yan, patay na ang namatay na ang 60,518. —
James Relativo

Source: https://www.philstar.com/pilipino-star-ngayon/bansa/2022/06/28/2191484/covid-19-
cases-sa-pilipinas-posibleng-lumobo-sa-5300araw-sa-hulyo/amp/
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More cases of Omicron subvariants detected

By Gaea Katreena Cabico(Philstar.com)
-June 28, 2022 - 3:16pm
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People queue for free packed meals distributed by Catholic religious order Society of the Divine Word (SVD) in
Manila on June 24, 2022.

AFP/Ted Aljibe

MANILA, Philippines — The Philippines has detected 63 additional cases of fast-spreading
Omicron BA.2.12.1, BA.4, and BA.5 subvariants, the Department of Health reported Tuesday.

Local authorities detected 50 more cases of the BA.5 subvariant, bringing its total to 93, Health
Undersecretary Maria Rosario Vergeire said.

- Thirty-eight individuals from Western Visayas, five from Metro Manila, and seven returning
Filipinos were found to have the more transmissible Omicron subvariant.

« One individual is fully vaccinated against COVID-19, and one is unvaccinated. The vaccination
status of the remaining 48 cases is still being verified.

- The department said the exposures of the cases are still unknown, and their travel histories are
being checked.

« One case had mild symptoms. The symptoms of the remaining 49 cases are still being verified.
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More cases of Omicron subvariants detected

- Forty-one individuals have recovered from the disease, and four are still undergoing isolation.
The DOH is still checking the outcomes of the rest.

Eleven additional BA.2.12.1 cases were found, raising the total to 43.

- Seven people from Western Visayas, and four returning overseas Filipinos tested positive for the
Omicron subvariant.

- The DOH is still verifying the vaccination status as well as the signs and symptoms of the 11
cases. It is also checking their exposures and travel histories.

- Ten people have been tagged as recovered, and one is still under isolation.

Vergeire also said that two more BA.4 cases were detected. The agency logged the country’s first
BA.4 case last month.

» One person from Western Visayas and one returning Filipino were found to have the Omicron
subvariant. Both have recovered from COVID-19.

- One is fully vaccinated, while the vaccination status of the other case is being verified.

» One of the cases had mild symptoms.

COVID-19 infections in the Philippines are once again increasing. Authorities said the presence of
more transmissible variants with immune escape characteristics, increased mobility, reduced
compliance with health protocols, and waning vaccine immunity are fueling the renewed spike in
cases.

Source: https://www.philstar.com/headlines/2022/06/28/2191512/more-cases-omicron-
subvariants-detected/amp/
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NCR remains under Alert Level 1 until July 15; IATF revises
alert level system guidelines

By CNN Philippines Staff
Published Jun 28, 2022 10:28:09 AM

Metro Manila (CNN Philippines, June 28) — Metro Manila will remain under Alert Level 1, the laxest COVID-19
restrictions, until July 15, the Palace announced in a statement on Tuesday.

The move of the Inter-Agency Task Force for the Management of Emerging Infectious Diseases
(IATF-EID) comes as it also greenlit recommendations by the sub-Technical Working Group for
Data Analytics on revising matrices for the alert level system.

The matrix used as basis for the Alert Level System shall be modified as follows:

(1)) Removal of two-week growth rate in determining case risk classification is based on average
daily attack rates and its current thresholds.

(2) Total beds utilization rate and its current thresholds are retained as the main metric for health
system capacity.

(3) Assignment of Alert Level shall be based on the revised cross tabulation of total beds
utilization rate and average daily attack rate.

Along with the capital region, 85 of 121 provinces and highly urbanized cities and independent
component cities are under the most lenient alert level from July 1 to 15.

They are joined by 166 of 744 other component cities and municipalities.
These are as follows:
Provinces, HUCs, ICCs

Cordillera Administrative Region - Abra, Apayao, Baguio City, Kalinga, and Mountain Province
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NCR remains under Alert Level 1 until July 15; IATF revises
alert level system guidelines

Region | - Dagupan City, llocos Norte, llocos Sur, La Union, and Pangasinan
Region Il - Batanes, Cagayan, City of Santiago, Isabela, Nueva Vizcaya, and Quirino

Region Il1- Angeles City, Aurora, Bataan, Bulacan, Nueva Ecija, Olongapo City, Pampanga, Tarlac,
and Zambales

Region IV-A- Batangas, Cavite, Laguna, Lucena City, and Rizal

Region IV-B - Marinduque, Oriental Mindoro, Puerto Princesa City, and Romblon
Region V - Albay, Catanduanes, Naga City, and Sorsogon

Region VI - Aklan, Bacolod City, Capiz, Guimaras, lloilo Province, and lloilo City
Region VII - Cebu City, Lapu-Lapu City (Opon), Mandaue City, and Siquijor

Region VIII - Biliran, Eastern Samar, Ormoc City, Southern Leyte, and Tacloban City
Region IX - Zamboanga City

Region X - Bukidnon, Cagayan De Oro City, Camiguin, lligan City, Misamis Occidental, and
Misamis Oriental

Region XI - Davao City and Davao Oriental

Region XII - South Cotabato

Caraga - Butuan City, Surigao Del Sur, Agusan Del Norte, and Agusan Del Sur
Bangsamoro Autonomous Region in Muslim Mindanao - Cotabato City
Component cities and municipalities

Cordillera Administrative Region

Benguet - Buguias and Tublay

Ifugao - Kiangan, Lagawe (Capital), and Lamut

Region IV-A

Quezon - Atimonan, Candelaria, City of Tayabas, Dolores, Lucban, Mauban, Pagbilao, Plaridel,
Polillo, Quezon, Sampaloc, San Antonio, Tiaong, and Unisan

Region IV-B
Occidental Mindoro - Calintaan, Looc, Lubang, and Rizal

Palawan - Cagayancillo and Culion
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Region V
Camarines Norte - Basud, Capalonga, Daet (Capital), San Vicente, and Talisay

Camarines Sur - Bombon, Cabusao, Camaligan, Caramoan, Goa, Iriga City, Pamplona, Pili
(Capital), Presentacion (Parubcan), San Fernando, San Jose, and Tigaon

Masbate - Balud, City of Masbate (Capital), and Mandaon
Region VI
Antigue - Anini-Y, San Jose (Capital), Sebaste, and Tobias Fornier (Dao)

Negros Occidental - Cadiz City, Candoni, City of Talisay, City of Victorias, Enrique B., Magalona
(Saravia), La Carlota City, Pontevedra, Pulupandan, Sagay City, San Enrique, and
Valladolid

Region VII

Bohol - Batuan, Calape, Corella, Dimiao, Duero, Garcia Hernandez, Jagna, Lila, Loay, Loboc,
Maribojoc, San Isidro, San Miguel, Sevilla, Sikatuna, and Tagbilaran City (Capital)

Cebu - Alcoy, Borbon, City of Talisay, Oslob, Pilar, Santander, and Tudela

Negros Oriental - Amlan (Ayuquitan), Bacong, Dauin, Dumaguete City (Capital), Valencia
(Luzurriaga), and Zamboanguita

Region VIII

Leyte - Albuera, City of Baybay, Dulag, Javier (Bugho), La Paz, Matag-Ob, Matalom, Palo, Tunga,
and Villaba

Northern Samar - Allen, Capul, Lapinig, Lavezares, San Antonio, San Jose, and Victoria
Samar (Western Samar) - Marabut, Pagsanghan, Paranas (Wright), Tarangnan, and Zumarraga
Region IX

Zamboanga Del Norte - Dapitan City, Dipolog City (Capital), Jose Dalman (Ponot), Labason,
Manukan, Pifian (New Pifian), Polanco, Rizal, and Salug

Zamboanga Del Sur - Kumalarang, Labangan, Lapuyan, Mahayag, Molave, and Ramon Magsaysay
(Liargo)

Zamboanga Sibugay - Alicia, Buug, Diplahan, Ipil (Capital), Siay, and Tungawan
Region X

Lanao Del Norte - Bacolod, Baroy, Kauswagan, Lala, Linamon, and Tubod (Capital)
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Region XI

Davao De Oro - Mawab, Montevista, Nabunturan (Capital), and New Bataan
Davao Del Sur - Padada

Region XIlI

Cotabato (North Cotabato) - Antipas, Arakan, City of Kidapawan (Capital), and President Roxas
Sultan Kudarat - City of Tacurong, Kalamansig, and Lebak

Caraga

Dinagat Islands - Cagdianao, Dinagat, Libjo (Albor), Loreto, and Tubajon
Surigao Del Norte - Claver, Dapa, General Luna, Mainit, and Tagana-An
BARMM

Lanao Del Sur - Bumbaran, Ditsaan-Ramain, and Wao

Maguindanao - South Upi and Upi

Tawi-Tawi - Turtle Islands

The following areas, meanwhile, were placed under the stricter Alert Level 2 during the same
period:

Cordillera Administrative Region - Benguet and Ifugao

Region IV-A - Quezon Province

Region IV-B - Occidental Mindoro and Palawan

Region V - Camarines Norte, Camarines Sur, and Masbate

Region VI - Antique and Negros Occidental

Region VII - Bohol, Cebu, and Negros Oriental

Region VIII - Leyte, Northern Samar, and Samar (Western Samar)

Region IX - City of Isabela, Zamboanga Del Norte, Zamboanga Del Sur, and Zamboanga Sibugay
Region X - Lanao Del Norte

Region XI - Davao De Oro, Davao Del Norte, Davao Del Sur, and Davao Occidental

Region XII - Cotabato (North Cotabato), General Santos City (Dadiangas), Sarangani, and Sultan
Kudarat

Caraga - Dinagat Islands and Surigao Del Norte

Bangsamoro Autonomous Region in Muslim Mindanao - Basilan, Lanao Del Sur, Maguindanao,
Sulu, and Tawi-Tawi

Source; https://www.cnnphilippines.com/news/2022/6/28/alert-levels-July-1-15.html
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Covid-19 cases on the rise across all regions: DOH

By Ma. Teresa Montemayor June 28, 2022, 2:54 pm

MANILA - The number of Covid-19 cases continue to increase across all regions with a national
positivity rate of 4.1 percent but the average daily attack rate remains low, a health official said
Tuesday.

In an online media forum, Health Undersecretary Maria Rosario Vergeire said the current
positivity rate is similar with the rate the country logged at the start of March this year.

"Nationally, we have recorded 4,976 new cases from June 21 to June 27. While we're under low risk
classification, the cases continue to rise at 710 cases per day, 257 cases or 57 percent more than the
previous week," she said. "There's nothing to worry about because we're still at less than one case
per 100,000 population for our average daily attack rate."

The National Capital Region (NCR) shows a steep increase in the number of Covid-19 cases which
started in mid-May and has an average of 350 cases per day.

The rest of Luzon, NCR Plus areas, and the Visayas logged sharp increases in Covid-19 infections
but their cases remain lower than 150 per day.

Cases in Mindanao also showed continued increase in infections in the past days at 50 cases per
day.

"Based on the health status of those hospitalized, more than half remain asymptomatic and mild.
The number of severe and critical admissions at the national level remains less than 1,000 cases
starting March or mid-March of 2022 despite continued slight increase in cases in the past days,
Vergeire said.

The severe and critical cases comprise at least 10.68 percent or 591 cases of the total hospital
admissions and this remains lower than the 20 percent logged in January, she added. (PNA)

Source: https://www.pna.gov.ph/articles/1177684



https://www.pna.gov.ph/articles/1177684
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MABASAMAN|NG|ULAN

@A
lba Talaga sa Dolomxte Beach' :

IBA TALAGA SA DOLOMITE BEACH! MABASA MAN NG
ULAN TULOY ANG PASYAL!

outy.pe

Please click this link:
Source: https://youtu.be/ylcgBdFRdeE

IBA TALAGA SA DOLOMITE BEACH! MABASA MAN NG ULAN TULOY ANG PASYAL!

1.3K views = 16 hours ago

ﬁ; engr. berto

DutertelLegacy #DolomiteBeach #BattleForManilaBay LET's CONTINUE SPREADING AWARENESS! Please don't forget to like, ...

Mew


https://youtu.be/y1cgBdFRdeE
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MANILA BAY, PAG KATAPOS HAMBALUSIN ANG

DOLOMITE SAND! Miz July

youtu.be

Please click this link:
Source: https://youtu.be/sXhie8Vrzgs

MANILA BAY UPDATE,HALA GANITO PALA PAG HIGH TIDE SA DOLOMITE SAND!
Miz July

945 views = 12 hours ago

@ Miz July

Manila Bay Update, June 28 2022 maraming salamat po, keep safe everyone #Denr #5aveManilaBay #Battleformanilabay ...
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MANILA BAY UPDATE, DOLOMITE SAND NAG
MISTULANG GATAS!PAG KATAPOS ANG MALAKAS NA
ULAN! Miz July

youtu.be
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Please click this link:
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LIVE NOW MANILA BAY UPDATE TODAY JUNE 28 2022

voutu,be

Please click this link:
Source: https://youtu.be/j7WQLFW2mO0

LIVE NOW MANILA BAY UPDATE TODAY JUNE 28,2022

2 9K views - Streamed 1 day ago

0 MAR TV

Join this channel to get access to perks: hitps://youtube.com/channel/UC30538F2LytvFrOpOCJmond #marty ...

Mew
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PINAKABAGONG PASYALAN SA MAYNILA ANG GANDA

NAMAN DITO!

Please click this link:
Source: https://youtu.be/q4kxRQDrzKU

PINAKABAGONG PASYALAN SA MAYNILA ANG GANDA NAMAN DITQ!

8.7K views = 14 hours ago

@ engr. berto

Plaza¥uchengco #PasigRiver #BagongMaynila LETs CONTINUE SPREADING AWAREMNESS! Please don't forget to like, share ..

Mew
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