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Boracay rehab, Manila Bay clean-up among Duterte’s 

environmental legacies 

Published June 28, 2022, 1:33 PM 
by Aaron Recuenco  
 
 
The start of the Duterte administration on July 1, 2016 proved to be a morale booster as far as pro-

environment groups were concerned, particularly with the appointment of the late staunch 

environmentalist Gina Lopez at the helm of the Department of Environment and Natural 

Resources (DENR). 

Buoyed by the strong backing of President Duterte, Lopez boldly showed the political will that her 

boss was known for by waging her own war to save the country from environment degradation. 

In just less than a year since she assumed the top DENR post, Lopez issued orders that cancelled 

the permits and or rejected the applications of many mining operations all to the delight of pro-

environment groups which were impressed by the hard stand yaken by the Duterte 

administration. 

Her departure from the DENR led to the appointment of former military chief of staff Roy Cimatu, 

who became the President’s ‘bastonero’ or the take-charge guy for the two most important 

projects which the Duterte administration would be most remembered—the aggressive Boracay 

rehabilitation and the massive clean-up of Manila Bay. 

After Duterte’s viral description of the Boracay Island as a cesspool, the Boracay Inter-Agency Task 

Force was created purposely to rehabilitate the world-famous beach resort amid persistent reports 

of some of the establishments dumping their respective waste to the sea. 

The Boracay rehabilitation also came with the target of protecting the natives of Boracay who have 

been repeatedly victimized by land-grabbing and hostile takeovers of land and properties. 

In just a few months after the start of the clean-up drive, the rehabilitation was already visible 

with the enforcement of laws that forced most of the establishment owners and local residents to 

clear the beaches and right of ways according to the law—fetes that were previously deemed 

impossible to accomplish by cynics as some of the violators are wealthy and powerful. 

Roads were improved to meet the tourists’ expectation of a world-quality tourist spot. 

And the best part? The quality of the water at the beach and in at least nine wetlands improved 

based on the DENR report as almost, if not all, of the local residents, establishments owners and 

even tourists were forced to follow the strict implementation of rules with regard to waste 

disposal. 

Early this month, the BIATF was dissolved and the management and supervision of the Boracay 

Island were turned over to the local government of Malay, Aklan, according to DENR Sec. Jim 

Sampulna who declared the Boracay Island clean-up a mission accomplished. 

Amid the mental stress brought by the lockdowns due to the Covid-19 pandemic, the Duterte 

administration embarked on another project that became controversial but was praised by his 

supporters—the Dolomite Beach. 
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Boracay rehab, Manila Bay clean-up among Duterte’s 

environmental legacies 

 

Against all odds that included adverse scientific opinion of environmental experts on the logic and 

sustainability of dumping white sands from a bulldozed mountain in Cebu, the Duterte 

administration remained unperturbed and went on to realize the project.= 

In its first opening to the public at the height of the pandemic, thousands flocked to the small 

portion of the Manila Bay to take Instagrammable selfies. For those who went to Dolomite Beach, 

it was all worth it as it gave them a relief of seeing a Boracay-like white beach within Metro 

Manila. 

The Dolomite Beach was reopened to the public on June 12, which coincides with the Philippine’s 

celebration of Independence Day, after months of implementation of structure-building to protect 

the white beach from being gobbled up by strong waves at the Manila Bay. 

But the Duterte Legacy on environment protection did not end with these two notable projects. 

Amid the disasters and natural calamities that struck many communities in the country every 

year, the Duterte administration stepped up disaster resiliency by implementing big projects 

aimed at protecting the usual victims of widespread flooding. 

By virtue of the Executive Order No. 120 which created the Task Force Build Back Better, President 

Duterte ordered concerned agencies to strengthen the climate resilience capacities of 

communities vulnerable to disasters and climate hazards, especially in Cagayan Valley, Bicol 

Region, and Marikina River Basin. 

This resulted in the massive dredging operations in the Magapit Narrows, Cagayan, and Marikina 

Rivers, which were already completed, and the removal of critical sandbars restricting the water 

flows of the Cagayan, Marikina, and Bicol Rivers. 

With regard the Duterte administration’s commitment to clean energy, the DENR reported that 

President Duterte pushed for the imposition of a moratorium on coal power projects, and 

advocate for the phase-down of unabated coal power and end of inefficient fossil fuel subsidies 

during the 26th Conference of Parties to the United Nations Framework Convention on Climate 

Change. 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Source: https://mb.com.ph/2022/06/28/boracay-rehab-manila-bay-clean-up-among-dutertes-

environmental-legacies/ 
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Meralco, nakiisa sa interagency cleanup sa Ilog Pasig 

June 22, 2022 jp admin 

 

 

 

Kita sa larawan ang ilang mga Meralco employee-volunteers habang tinatanggal ang mga tumubong water hyacinth sa 

paligid ng Ilog Pasig na malapit sa Isla de Provisor sa Maynila 

 

Bilang paggunita sa International Day of Biological Diversity, nakiisa ang Manila Electric 

Company (Meralco) sa isang espesyal na interagency clean-up activity sa Estero de Provisor na 

inorganisa ng Department of Environment and Natural Resources (DENR) at ng Pasig River 

Coordinating and Management Office (PRCMO). 
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Meralco, nakiisa sa interagency cleanup sa Ilog Pasig 

 

Layunin ng nasabing clean-up activity na linisin ang mga estero na nakapalibot sa Isla de Provisor 

sa lungsod ng Maynila upang tanggalin ang mga water hyacinths na kapag pinabayaan ay 

maaaring magdulot ng matinding pagbaha tuwing panahon ng tag-ulan dahil hinahadlangan at 

binabarahan nito ang natural na pag-daloy ng tubig sa mga nasabing estero. 

Ang social development arm ng Meralco, ang One Meralco Foundation, ay tumulong rin at 

nagkaloob ng mga gamit para sa mga volunteers katulad ng mga kalaykay, rain boots, kapote, 

guwantes, masks, at isang heavy duty truck na ginamit pang-hakot ng mga water hyacinths. 

Lumahok din sa nasabing clean-up activity ang lokal na pamahalaan ng Maynila, ang NCR – 

Regional Community Defense Group (RCDG), Department of Public Works and Highways 

(DPWH), Metro Manila Development Authority (MMDA), at ang K-Line Maritime Academy – 

Philippines. 

Nagpasalamat si PRCMO Deputy Director Dr. Teodoro Lloydon C. Bautista sa mga ahensya at 

kumpanyang nakilahok sa nasabing aktibidad.  Aniya: “At the end of the day, it is not us who is 

going to benefit from this. It is your children, and your children’s children.” 

Ayon naman kay Meralco Central Business Area Head Margarita B. David: “This is all in the spirit 

of bayanihan and of course, malasakit.  As one of Meralco’s core values, malasakit for us not only 

applies to our customers to whom we deliver electricity service, but also to our environment.” 

  

 

Pinamunuan ni PRCMO Deputy Director Dr. Teodoro Lloydon C. Bautista (5th from Left) ang clean-up activity na 

siyang nilahukan ng ilang mga Meralco employee volunteers mula sa iba’t-iba nilang opisina katulad ng Central 

Distribution Services, Sub transmission Services, Malate Business Center, at Organizational Safety and Business 

Continuity. 

 

Source: https://saksingayon.com/special-report/meralco-nakiisa-sa-interagency-cleanup-sa-ilog-

pasig/ 
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Crocodiles sighted in Bulacan river? 

ByRamon Efren Lazaro(The Philippine Star)  
- June 29, 2022 - 12:00am  
 

GUIGUINTO, Bulacan, Philippines — Representatives from the Biodiversity Management Bureau 

(BMB) of the Department of Environment and Natural Resources (DENR) started an investigation 

yesterday into the reported presence of crocodiles in a river in this town. 

“We acknowledge that there are alleged sightings and have reported the matter to the DENR for 

immediate investigation and action,” Mayor Paula Agatha Cruz told The STAR. 

She said a team from the BMB conducted an ocular inspection. 

In a post on Facebook, officials of Barangay Malis warned the public against swimming or going to 

the river, citing the reported sightings of a crocodile. 

Bulacan fifth district Rep. Abrocio Cruz said there have been discussions on how to catch the 

crocodile if found. 

As of noon yesterday, environmental personnel have yet to find any crocodile even as residents 

claimed that there have been sightings. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Source: https://www.philstar.com/nation/2022/06/29/2191608/crocodiles-sighted-bulacan-

river/amp/ 
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Barangay leaders of Guiuan bring their mining questions to 

Cagdianao and Hinatuan 

byBMPlus 
June 28, 2022 
 

 

Barangay Captains and Kagawads of Guiuan, Eastern Samar, direct their questions about mining to experts at the 

mine sites 

 

Barangay captains and councilors from the 30 coastal barangays of Guiuan, Eastern Samar, 

including Manicani, personally directed their questions about responsible mining to the experts at 

Cagdianao Mining Corp. (CMC) and Hinatuan Mining Corp. (HMC), subsidiaries of Nickel Asia 

Corp. (NAC).  

A 33-strong delegation traveled all the way from Eastern Samar to the Province of Dinagat Islands, 

where CMC has its operations, and to Surigao del Norte, where HMC operates, for a back-to-back 

comprehensive mine tours. 

The mine tour is part of the requirements of the Protected Area Management Board (PAMB) of the 

Dept. of Environment and Natural Resources, in preparation for the resumption of the mining 

operations of HMC’s Manicani Nickel Project (MNP), which is part of the jurisdiction of the 

Municipality of Guiuan.  

HMC-MNP was recently granted the permit by the DENR to resume its mining operations in 

Manicani. 

Being members of PAMB, the barangay captains and kagawads of the coastal barangays expressed 

particular interest in the details of the environment protection and enhancement programs of the 

two mining companies.   

Most of them have not seen an active mine before and their questions focused on the impact of 

mining to the environment.   
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Barangay leaders of Guiuan bring their mining questions to 

Cagdianao and Hinatuan 

 

One particular feature of the mines that impressed them was the technology of the series of water 

chambers that starts in ‘canal curtains’ surrounding the open mine that wind-up in wide settling 

ponds, plus the silt booms at the exact discharge point before the run-offs enter the body of water 

surrounding the island.  Both CMC and HMC proudly have this system in place, meticulously 

designed to ensure the protection of marine life and water resources around the mine sites. 

“We specifically requested for this mine tour for us to gain the experience that will help us explain to 

other PAMB members how mining will be done in Manicani and what we have witnessed in CMC and 

HMC gave us confidence to give our full support to HMC-MNP,” says Barangay Captain Leo Lacaba 

of Barangay 6, the designated spokesperson for the group.  

Rehabilitation and environment enhancement also gathered multiple questions and the showcase 

of HMC’s mine eco-tourism sites where guests enjoyed tea from herbs growing at the mined-out 

areas provided adequate answers. 

 

 

Guests at the mine site enjoying tea from herbs growing at the mined-out areas. 

 

The barangay leaders conveyed satisfaction, some admitting they only fully comprehend what 

responsible mining is after the mine tours, debunking every misinformation they have harbored 

all these years. 

“I had misgivings about mining, I was one of those who would shut down favorable opinions about 

responsible mining, but I now admit I was misinformed so I thank NAC for this learning 

opportunity,” says Nida Sabalbirino, Captain of Barangay 11. 

 

Source: https://businessmirror.com.ph/2022/06/28/barangay-leaders-of-guiuan-bring-their-

mining-questions-to-cagdianao-and-hinatuan/ 
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Homegrown Filipino animated Youtube Channel talks 

about environmental awareness 

byAnne Ruth Dela Cruz 
June 28, 2022 
 

 

 

The Philippines is one of the world’s worst offenders in marine plastic pollution with 0.28 to 0.75 

million tons of plastic entering the oceans from the coastal areas in Manila Bay. The country uses 

almost 60 billion sachets a year. Economic growth, combined with enhanced production and 

consumption is leading to higher waste generation in the Philippines. 

This is according to data gathered from SEA circular. SEA circular is an initiative of the UN 

Environment Program (UNEP) and the Coordinating Body on the Seas of East Asia which is 

funded by the government of Sweden to inspire market-based solutions and encourage enabling 

policies to solve marine plastic pollution at the source. 

Atty. Joseph Fabul, Corporate and Government Affairs Country Manager of Mondelēz 

International in the Philippines pointed out that in recent years, plastic packaging has often been 

blamed for marine litter. 

“As a snacks company, we know the value of plastic in protecting the safety and quality of food. In 

our work to understand how to lessen our environmental impact, particularly in packaging, we 

have seen that one of the reasons there is marine litter is not the use of plastic. Rather, it is the 

improper disposal of waste regardless of whether it is plastic or not,” Fabul said. 
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Homegrown Filipino animated Youtube Channel talks 

about environmental awareness 

 

 

Supply chain 

To reduce Mondelēz International’s impact on the environment, Fabul said the company is 

improving the supply chain and supporting recycling systems in the communities where they 

operate. 

“With these actions, we hope to help reduce marine litter and encourage our community to do its 

part in this endeavor,” he said. 

Mondelēz International also took the initiative to increase awareness on the reasons behind 

marine litter by partnering with Save Philippine Seas (SPS) for infographics and learning 

materials. SPS began as an online platform in May 2011 as a response to a large-scale illegal wildlife 

trade case dubbed in media as the “rape of Philippine seas.” What was meant to be a short-lived 

social media campaign continued to grow. In February 2013, SPS officially became a non-profit 

organization under the name Philippine Seatizens, Inc. 

“This year we sought to strengthen our partnership with SPS by adapting the message of waste 

collection and marine preservation through a medium that kids and their parents can easily 

engage with – YouTube,” Fabul related. 

“SPS introduced us to Miming and Friends for this purpose and this started our partnership for 

five episodes related to the environment. We aim to impart the values of marine conservation and 

waste collection through fun animation and songs to make the learning more enjoyable for 

children and their parents,” he added. 

Home grown channel 

Miming and Friends is an all Filipino and homegrown YouTube channel focused on providing 

valuable lessons to kids through animation and songs. The channel is the creation of Miming and 

Friends Animation Studios, formed by partners Ramon and Meryll Del Prado from Dumaguete. 
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Homegrown Filipino animated Youtube Channel talks 

about environmental awareness 

 

The first in a series of five episodes of Miming and Friends supported by Mondelēz International 

was released on World Oceans Day on June 8. It talks about the importance of segregating waste 

at home to ensure that they do not end up in the ocean. 

“Miming and Friends started when the lockdowns occurred in early May 2020. We were stuck at 

home, and we had nothing to do. So that was a good time to start the passion project which is 

something that I wanted to do for the longest time,” Ramon said. 

Meryll added that the pandemic gave them “a unique opportunity to have the time to 

conceptualize and launch a YouTube channel which is something we have always wanted to do.” 

“It also aligns very much with our values because it is obviously very educational. It also answers a 

need. There are over 12 million overseas Filipino workers in the world, and they do want to impart 

Filipino culture, values and language to their kids and hopefully Miming and Friends can do that,” 

she added. 

Pet inspiration 

When asked about the inspiration behind the main characters in Miming and Friends, Ramon said 

Miming was inspired by their 15-year-old pet cat who is called Myr. Buboy is a flying lizard which 

is endemic in Southeast Asia and common also in Dumaguete where Ramon grew up. 

“The next character is Anacorn who is based on everyone’s favorite animal – the unicorn. But she 

also has a backstory in that she does not have the same shape as a typical horse,” he related. 

“And then, we have Darling the Dugong which we created specifically for this series. We talked 

with SPS and Mondelēz International on what is the best character that can talk about issues with 

the environment particularly marine issues and SPS told us that the dugong is endangered and is 

one of the victims of irresponsible garbage disposal,” Ramon added. 

The couple is currently working on the second episode which takes six to eight weeks to produce. 

Future episodes will be tackling waste segregation, recycling and how that all impacts on the 

environment. 

“What we are also happy about is that we get to write original songs too like the “Sorting Song” 

from the first episode that we did. We want to impart lessons also in a fun and entertaining way. 

This is very crucial now with kids having so many options that they have some locally made and 

be at par with the rest of the world,” Meryll added. 

Waste collection 

In addition to addressing marine letter, Fabul said Mondelēz International is also addressing 

waste collection and diversion in 2022. The company has partnered with Geocycle Philippines, the 

waste management arm of Holcim Philippines, to collect and divert 202,000 kilos of plastic waste 

to prevent them from becoming landfill or marine litter. 
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Homegrown Filipino animated Youtube Channel talks 

about environmental awareness 

 

“We also recently concluded a community collection project with Basic Environmental Systems 

and Technologies (BEST), which involved a 29-location collection activity of waste,” Fabul said. 

“For the waste consumers brought in, they received environmental points as well as our delicious 

snack products Tang, Eden Cheese and Cheez Whiz. For this two-month partnership we were able 

to collect and divert almost 7,400 kilos of plastic waste – the equivalent to the weight of two 

elephants,” he added. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Source: https://businessmirror.com.ph/2022/06/28/homegrown-filipino-animated-youtube-

channel-talks-about-environmental-awareness/ 

 

 

STRATEGIC  

COMMUNICATION &   

INITIATIVES  

SERVICE 

Headline 

Editorial 

Column 

Opinion 

Feature Article 

 

https://businessmirror.com.ph/2022/06/28/homegrown-filipino-animated-youtube-channel-talks-about-environmental-awareness/
https://businessmirror.com.ph/2022/06/28/homegrown-filipino-animated-youtube-channel-talks-about-environmental-awareness/


June 29, 2022 

Date 

 1 of 2 

Page 

 

 

 

 

Full liberalization of RE market sought 

June 28, 2022 | 12:33 am 

 

 

Windmills are seen in Pililia, Teresa, Rizal province on April 25. — PHILIPPINE STAR/ MICHAEL VARCAS 

 

THE INCOMING Marcos administration should consider the full liberalization of the renewable 

energy (RE) sector as part of the government’s efforts on climate change mitigation, 

Socioeconomic Planning Secretary Karl Kendrick T. Chua said on Monday. 

“We are trying to fully liberalize all renewable energies; tidal, solar, and wind. In fact, the 

Economic Development Cluster has a resolution pushing for that. That will, I think, create a better 

balance between the dirty sources of energy and the cleaner ones,” he said at a briefing on 

Monday. 

Energy officials previously said new laws may be needed to relax the foreign ownership 

restrictions for wind and solar projects. 

In 2020, the power generation mix in the Philippines was 57% from coal-fired facilities, 21% from 

renewable energy, 19% from natural gas, and 2% from oil. 

Mr. Chua, who steps down from his post on June 30, also expressed support for the new law aimed 

at regulating and developing the country’s electric vehicle (EV) industry. 

“(The) electric vehicle law which will help us shift to cleaner electric vehicles rather than gasoline 

or diesel ones,” the National Economic and Development Authority (NEDA) director-general said. 

Mr. Chua also backed the imposition of a tax on single-use plastics. 

The Department of Finance (DoF) had proposed a P20 excise tax per kilogram of single-use 

plastics under package 1 of the fiscal consolidation plan, which is aimed at generating fresh 

revenues amid the country’s record-high debt. 
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Full liberalization of RE market sought 

 

During the same briefing, NEDA Undersecretary of the Regional Development Group Mercedita 

A. Sombilla presented recommendations to accelerate climate action, such as ensuring new 

programs and policies “support climate-resilient and low-carbon development,” and boost 

awareness on climate change in local communities. 

She also proposed scaling up mobilization of climate finance and strengthening institutional 

capacity to track these climate finance flows. 

“The tight fiscal space does not preclude the government from implementing climate change 

adaptation and mitigation actions,” Ms. Sombilla said. 

“While we’ve continued to make use of government’s limited resources to fund development 

projects including infrastructure, social protection, and agriculture, we can already make 

adjustments as early as the design phase to make the projects more climate and disaster resilient 

without incurring significant additional economic costs due to avoided losses and damage.” 

Ms. Sombilla said the government can also maximize the benefits of these projects by reducing or 

eliminating any greenhouse gas emissions. 

Under the Paris Agreement, the Philippines committed to reduce greenhouse gas emissions by 

75% by 2030. 

The Philippines is ranked fourth most affected by impacts of climate-related extreme weather 

events, according to the 2021 Climate Risk Index. 

“There are many things that do not require money, but a change of behavior and a better 

understanding of the consequences of inaction,” Mr. Chua said. 

Climate change and smart infrastructure are expected to be part of the next Philippine 

Development Plan, which will be crafted under the next Socioeconomic Planning Secretary 

Arsenio M. Balisacan. 

“Secretary Balisacan really recognized this because he has been alluding to including climate 

change as a particular challenge in all the development activities that we will be doing,” Ms. 

Sombilla said. 

NEDA’s climate change priorities also include helping local government units develop climate-risk 

informed local land use and development plans, and pushing for the passage of the National Land 

Use Act. — Diego Gabriel C. Robles 

 

 

 

 

Source:https://www.facebook.com/385030801902812/posts/pfbid0icJ9kC9jzGrvNku6YRLv52hReSo

vZXtYaZ8gUuNRJ8GH811anb7XhLAsVGy6YYXDl/?app=fbl 
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Climate warriors protest SMC’s plan of building 3 fossil fuel 

plants in Visayas 

By: Mary Rose Sagarino - CDN Digital Correspondent|June 28,2022 - 05:25 PM 

 

 

Climate warriors protest San Miguel Corporation’s plan of building 3 fossil plants in the Visayas 

including one in Lapu-Lapu City. /Mary Rose Sagarino 

MANDAUE CITY, Philippines — Representatives of local communities and climate warriors held a 

protest rally against San Miguel Corporation in front of its compound located along the National 

Highway here, on Monday morning, June 28, 2022. 

The group is calling on SMC to suspend its plan of putting up fossil fuel power plants in Lapu-

Lapu City in Cebu, Tabango in Leyte, and San Carlos City in Negros Occidental. 

SMC is said to be eyeing the establishment of 1.5 GW (1,500 MW) of Liquefied Natural Gas (LNG) 

power plants in the Visayas which is part of the 13.042 GW (6 projects) that it plans to build in the 

entire country. 

Of the 1,500 megawatts, 600 of it is planned to be established in Lapu-Lapu City, another 600 MW 

in Tabango in Leyte, and 300 MW in San Carlos City in Negros Occidental. 

LNG is a fossil gas in liquid form, another type of fossil fuel that emits methane, which is another 

greenhouse gas that has a warming effect of up to 80 or 90 times more powerful than carbon 

dioxide over a 20-year timescale. 

Estela Vasquez, the Visayas Area Coordinator of the Philippine Movement for Climate Justice, said 

the plants would damage not just the country’s climate but the whole planet. 

Vasquez said that there are other sources of energy that could be used such as solar, wind, and 

other renewable energy sources. 
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Climate warriors protest SMC’s plan of building 3 fossil fuel 

plants in Visayas 

 

“Naa na ta sa 1.09 degrees karun so dili nato paabuton og 1.5 or beyond, dili na na siya liveable, 

catastrophic scenario na na siya so wala na niya tay mabuhat mao nang sa karun pa lang dili ta 

magdugang og greenhouse emissions,” said Vasquez. 

“Nganong anha mangyud ta sa dirty energies nga makadaot sa atong kalikupan, planeta, unya 

wala man tay laing planeta? Usa ra man unya costly sad kaayo magpadayun ni siya kay magsige 

tag response sa mga disaster unya maabot ang time wala na tay kakayahan kay mahimo na man 

siyang catastrophic level, ang Odette type nga mga typhoons mahimo nang natural nga 

phenomenon, sauna diba? Ang ingun ana nga bagyo tag dugay kaayo maabot karun ang span pila 

lang ka months then even during summer naa gihapon bagyo nga kusog kaayo kana siya mga 

indications na nga katung greenhouse gases nato nga na trap sa atmosphere nga dili na nato pun-

an,” she added. 

A local alliance opposed to the SMC LNG project in Lapu-Lapu City was also formed on Monday 

afternoon, with support from different sectors in the tri-cities. 

The alliance initially called Break Free from Fossil Gas, will initiate talks with different 

stakeholders, including Lapu-Lapu City Mayor Junard “Ahong” Chan who earlier declared his 

support for the project but expressed that he is not opposed to canceling it “if the project will 

harm the public and the environment.”      /rcg 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Read more: https://cebudailynews.inquirer.net/450275/climate-warriors-protest-smcs-plan-of-

building-3-fossil-fuel-plants-in-visayas#ixzz7XXfUuIXw 

Follow us: @inquirerdotnet on Twitter | inquirerdotnet on Facebook 
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Pass the Land Use Act 

 

June 29, 2022 

A RECENT report published by the Land Matrix Initiative has shed some light on the extent of so-

called large-scale land acquisitions (LSLA) in the Philippines, and the news is not encouraging. 

The Philippines is among the top five countries in all of Asia in terms of the number of land 

acquisition deals made in the past 20 years. Even more alarming, as of 2021, there are potentially 

3.6 million hectares — about 58 percent of all the arable land in the Philippines — that are under 

negotiation for potential deals. 

And this may only be the tip of the iceberg; the Land Matrix Initiative report stresses that 

information about as many as one-third of LSLAs in the Philippines, whether completed or 

planned, is simply not available. The lack of transparency raises concern that lands are being 

converted from their proper use at a rapid rate. A tool exists to correct this — a National Land Use 

Code — but successive Congresses for nearly 30 years have been unwilling to pass it. This must 

change in the upcoming 20th Congress. 

The need for a national land use code has been recognized since at least 1987, and a vast number 

of bills to create one have been introduced in the legislature every year since at least 1994. As of 

last year, there were 18 different land use bills pending in the House of Representatives, and four 

in the Senate. As in every other Congress preceding the recently departed 19th Congress, these 

bills were quietly shelved, advancing no further than the committee level. The reasons why our 

elected representatives have been so steadfast in avoiding passing a land use bill for so long are 

certainly open to speculation. 

While there have obviously been differences in details of the many bills that have been proposed, 

the basic function of a land use code is to provide a comprehensive set of definitions for all land in 

the Philippines, and then govern the management and execution of a land use system and physical 

planning mechanisms. Parameters would be established for sustainable land use at all levels of 

government in terms of land protection, different types of production, infrastructure use, and 

settlement uses. The fundamental objective of a land use code is to ensure that all the land in the 

Philippines is put to its most beneficial use, whether that is agriculture, mining, or industry, 

residential or commercial use, or preservation. 

It is not that there is a complete lack of land use regulation in the Philippines now, but rather that 

there is a lack of consistency in land designation and the application and enforcement of such 

rules as do exist. Land use guidelines and regulations are sectoral-based; for example, definitions 

used by the Department of Agrarian Reform are different in some ways from those used by 

the Department of Environment and Natural Resources. Compounding the problem are differing 

rules — and levels of sincerity in enforcing them — at the level of local governments. 

Not having a comprehensive land use code has resulted in what anyone can easily see in the 

Philippines now. Agriculture land is converted, sometimes illegally, for industrial or commercial 

use, or residential real estate development. Forest lands that ought to be preserved are instead 

stripped bare for agriculture or mining. Human settlements are planted and grow in geologically 

or environmentally hazardous areas, with the unfortunate consequence that lives and property are 

harmed in the country's frequent natural disasters. Our urban areas have become densely 

overbuilt, raising safety and health risks for those who live in them. 
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Pass the Land Use Act 

 

 

The incoming Marcos administration, just as the administrations before it, has well-intentioned 

plans to support growth and prosperity of the nation. We certainly wish the new government all 

the best in its efforts, and will support them. It is difficult to see, however, how the anticipated 

results can be achieved in anything more than an unsatisfactorily partial fashion unless the 

National Land Use Code is finally created and implemented. The new government, and 

particularly those legislators who have pledged to work with and support the president's 

programs, should make it their first order of business. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Source: https://www.manilatimes.net/2022/06/29/opinion/editorial/pass-the-land-use-

act/1849098 
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Tropical cyclones' decline a climate change sign'  

By Xinhua News Agency  
June 29, 2022  

 

 

FORCE OF NATURE This Jan. 31, 2021 file photo shows tree branches that had fallen after Tropical Cyclone Ana made 

landfall in Fiji’s capital Suva. XINHUA PHOTO 

 

SYDNEY: A team of researchers charting the frequency of tropical cyclones since the mid-19th 

century has found that these weather disturbances' accelerating decline may be another warning 

sign of climate change. 

Their paper on the finding, published in the Nature Climate Change journal on Tuesday, said 

tropical cyclones had declined by approximately 13 percent in the 20th century, a trend that had 

been accelerating since the 1950s. 

Savin Chand, the paper's lead author and a meteorologist from Federation University Australia, 

told the state-run Xinhua News Agency on Tuesday it was the first time modern and historical 

data had been combined to chart global cyclone trends. 

"We have reconstructed tropical cyclone numbers back to the 1850s using the 'Twentieth Century 

Reanalysis' dataset, and together with high-resolution climate model experiments, we have 

quantified for the first time how cyclone numbers have changed over the past century," he said. 

The findings were unexpected as changes in sea surface temperatures normally intensify storms, 

but Chand said associated changes in atmospheric circulations could also prevent them from 

forming. 

"As the climate has warmed over the 20th century, underlying atmospheric conditions...have 

created an environment that is less conducive for tropical cyclone formation globally," he said. 

The problem arises in the intensity and location of tropical cyclones. Chand's team found that 

tropical cyclones had been getting closer to coastal areas in parts of the world and growing more 

intense in recent decades. 

 

STRATEGIC  

COMMUNICATION &   

INITIATIVES  

SERVICE 

Headline 

Editorial 

Column 

Opinion 

Feature Article 

 

https://www.manilatimes.net/author/xinhua-news-agency
https://www.manilatimes.net/manilatimes/uploads/images/2022/06/28/84159.jpg
https://www.manilatimes.net/manilatimes/uploads/images/2022/06/28/84159.jpg
https://www.manilatimes.net/author/xinhua-news-agency


June 29, 2022 

Date 

 1 of 2 

Page 

 

 

 

 

Tropical cyclones' decline a climate change sign'  

 

 

Chand said that while this study focused on the frequency of cyclones over time, his team hoped 

to look at how other characteristics of cyclones had been evolving over the past century. 

"Going forward, it is anticipated that continued improvement in climate model products and in 

observational datasets can help identify attributable anthropogenic climate change signals on 

other metrics such as tropical cyclone intensity and landfalling activities," he added. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Source: https://www.manilatimes.net/2022/06/29/news/world/tropical-cyclones-decline-a-

climate-change-sign/1849064 
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X-ray finds 109 live animals in women's luggage at Bangkok 

airport, Thai officials say 

Kocha Olarn, CNN • Updated 28th June 2022 

 

 

 

Bangkok (CNN) — Two women were arrested at Bangkok's Suvarnabhumi Airport and accused of 

smuggling after 109 live animals were found in their luggage, Thai officials say. 

 

Thailand's Department of National Parks, Wildlife and Plant Conservation said on Monday the 

wild animals were discovered in two suitcases following an x-ray inspection. 

 

Wildlife officials called to the scene discovered two white porcupines, two armadillos, 35 turtles, 

50 lizards and 20 snakes in the two pieces of luggage. 
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X-ray finds 109 live animals in women's luggage at Bangkok 

airport, Thai officials say 

 

 

Thai officials reportedly discovered 109 animals in the women's luggage, including 50 lizards. 

Department of Natural Parks and Wildlife Conservation 

Thai authorities said the suitcases belonged to two Indian women: Nithya Raja, 38, and Zakia 

Sulthana Ebrahim, 24, who were due to board a flight to the Indian city of Chennai. 

The women have reportedly been charged with violating the Wildlife Conservation and Protection 

Act of 2019, the Animal Disease Act of 2015 and the Customs Act of 2017. 

Animal trafficking via airports has long been an issue in the region. In 2019, a man arriving in 

Chennai, India, from Bangkok was reportedly detained at the airport after customs officers found 

a month-old leopard cub in his luggage. 

A March 2022 report by TRAFFIC, a wildlife trade monitoring agency, said that more than 70,000 

native and exotic wild animals -- including their body parts or derivatives -- were discovered in 140 

seizures at 18 Indian airports between 2011 and 2020. 

"Chennai International Airport, Tamil Nadu, recorded the highest number of wildlife seizure 

incidents, followed by Chhatrapati Shivaji International Airport, Mumbai and Indira Gandhi 

Airport New Delhi," the report said. 

 

 

 

 

Source: https://edition.cnn.com/travel/article/women-arrested-100-live-animals-luggage-

bangkok-airport-intl-hnk/index.html 
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Green groups fear failure on new global biodiversity pact 

after sluggish talks 

 

Lack of progress at Nairobi talks aimed at brokering a global nature deal leave environmentalists 

frustrated, with much to do ahead of the make-or-break COP15 in December. 

 

 

A tiger stalks prey near the water in Pak Phraek, Kanchanaburi, Thailand. Image: Chris Parker, CC BY-SA 3.0, 

via Flickr. 

 

Thomson Reuters Foundation 
5 minute readJune 28, 2022 
 
Vital talks aimed at hammering out a new global pact to protect and restore nature did not make 

sufficient progress last week and are on the brink of failure, environmentalists have warned, 

urging political leaders to step in to salvage negotiations. 

About 195 countries are set to finalise a deal to stem human damage to plants, animals and 

ecosystems - similar to the Paris climate agreement - at a UN summit, known as COP15, now set 

for December after being switched from China to Montreal. 

 

The talks have been delayed due to logistical difficulties caused by the Covid-19 pandemic. 

Negotiators met in Nairobi last week to work on a draft agreement after the first in-person session 

in two years in Geneva in March fell short.     

Marco Lambertini, director general of green group WWF International, said governments had 

moved forward on “very few elements of the draft” text during the last six days of talks. 
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Green groups fear failure on new global biodiversity pact 

after sluggish talks 

 

 

That, he warned, leaves “the chance of securing an ambitious global agreement capable of tackling 

the world’s accelerating nature crisis hanging by a thread”.  

“We risk facing a 2030 world with even less biodiversity than we have today, driving entire 

ecosystems to collapse - that is just unacceptable,” he told the Thomson Reuters Foundation. 

We are wasting time at a moment when action is urgent, key species are dying and resources are 

becoming increasingly scarce. 

Toerris Jaeger, secretary general, Rainforest Foundation Norway 

Improving conservation and management of natural areas, such as parks, oceans, forests and 

wetlands, is seen as vital to safeguarding the ecosystems and wildlife on which people depend and 

limiting global warming to internationally agreed goals. 

But forests are still being cut down worldwide - often to produce commodities like palm oil, 

soybean and beef - destroying biodiversity and undermining climate action, as trees absorb about 

a third of planet-warming emissions produced worldwide. 

The aim in Nairobi was to clean up and simplify the draft accord and reach consensus on its 

targets - but instead greater complexity was added amid a lack of ambition, said Lambertini, who 

singled out Brazil for undermining discussions. 

“World leaders that have committed to reversing biodiversity loss by 2030 … need to show 

leadership,” he added. “We need to see their commitments matched by both ambition at the 

negotiations and action on the ground.” 

Basile van Havre, co-chair of the group developing the deal for the UN Convention on Biological 

Diversity (CBD), agreed a “significant” amount of work remained but said it was “do-able”, urging 

ministers to engage with the process to secure a good global biodiversity framework. 

He had seen Brazil play a constructive role in the past week, with no country blocking progress, he 

added. 

Elizabeth Maruma Mrema, CBD executive secretary, said the Nairobi talks had entered into 

serious negotiation and laid the groundwork for compromises on the accord before Montreal. 

Extra talks 

But environmentalists largely took a more pessimistic view. 

Li Shuo, a policy advisor at Greenpeace China, said Nairobi had brought the nature deal process to 

a “crisis point”, and warned the COP15 gathering could end in failure, like the acrimonious UN 

climate summit in Copenhagen in 2009. 

“All the problems we have lamented before - the lack of preparation and leadership, the 

imbalanced agenda and the persistent negligence on finance and implementation - were in full  
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Green groups fear failure on new global biodiversity pact 

after sluggish talks 

 

display, resulting in very limited progress, and in certain areas backsliding from the last session in 

Geneva,” he said. 

“Biodiversity seems to be left as an orphan on the global stage,” said Li, calling on leaders to 

intervene urgently and instruct negotiators to be ready for commitments and compromises in 

Montreal. 

The CBD plans to convene another round of talks just ahead of the Canada summit - but some 

observers said this may be too little, too late to get things back on track. 

A central pillar of the planned nature pact is a pledge to conserve at least 30 per cent of the 

planet’s land and oceans by 2030. 

Little progress has been made on this element, said Linda Krueger, director of biodiversity at The 

Nature Conservancy, with the text still to be agreed and no discussion of the 30 per cent figure 

itself in Nairobi. 

While there is wide backing for the direction of the target, with about half of the world’s 

governments publicly declaring their support, the potential exclusion of freshwater - limiting 

protection to land and sea areas - is a concern, she added. 

Brian O’Donnell, director of the non-profit Campaign for Nature, said the draft accord was now 

nearly an “unreadable jumble of unagreed-upon text”. 

He branded Nairobi “an insult to the children of the world who are facing a future on a degraded 

planet without action”.      

Wake up China 

After much prevarication, host China agreed to move the COP15 summit from the city of Kunming 

to Canada last week, due to Covid-19 restrictions - and new dates were set for Dec. 5-17. 

Observers largely welcomed the announcement, which fixed a deadline for the deal, but called for 

bigger diplomatic efforts. 

“We need China to wake up to lead this process,” said Oscar Soria, campaign director at advocacy 

group Avaaz. 

“Instead of halting biodiversity loss, Beijing’s apathy halted the global political momentum to 

tackle the ecological crisis … Montreal is the last chance to correct this.” 

Soria also urged leaders to use key global forums such as the UN General Assembly, the G7 and 

the G20 to press other heads of government to attend COP15 and make commitments. 

Finance provided by rich countries to help developing nations meet the targets of the expected 

deal remains a challenging issue, nature campaigners said. 

To spur on the talks, China launched a multi-million-dollar biodiversity fund last year. 
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Green groups fear failure on new global biodiversity pact 

after sluggish talks 

 

Donor governments, meanwhile, are looking at doubling foreign aid for biodiversity to $20 billion 

per year, according to The Nature Conservancy. 

But developing countries and activists are calling for tens of billions more, given the scale of the 

damage to nature. 

Toerris Jaeger, secretary general of the Oslo-based Rainforest Foundation Norway, said countries 

should own up to their global responsibilities to protect rainforests and other biodiversity-rich 

ecosystems, including by boosting funding. 

“We are wasting time at a moment when action is urgent, key species are dying and resources are 

becoming increasingly scarce,” he said. 

This story was published with permission from Thomson Reuters Foundation, the charitable arm of 

Thomson Reuters, that covers humanitarian news, climate change, resilience, women’s rights, 

trafficking and property rights. Visit http://news.trust.org/climate. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Source: https://www.eco-business.com/news/green-groups-fear-failure-on-new-global-

biodiversity-pact-after-sluggish-talks/ 
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G7 urges countries, companies to release food stockpiles 

Agence France-Presse 
Posted at Jun 28 2022 06:48 PM 
 
 

 

A Ukrainian farmer checks grain during a barley harvest in Odesa area, Ukraine, 23 June 2022. The Food and 

Agriculture Organization (FAO) of the United Nations said in its 10 June note assessing the risks emanating from the 

conflict in Ukraine that 'the current war raises concerns over whether crops will be harvested. Leszek Szymanski, EPA-

EFE 

 

ELMAU CASTLE, Germany - G7 industrialized nations on Tuesday urged countries and companies 

with large food stockpiles to help ease a hunger crisis sparked by Russia's invasion of Ukraine. 

"We call on those partners with large food stockpiles, as well as on the private sector, to make 

food available without distorting the market," the Group of Seven leaders said in a statement after 

a summit in Germany. 

They called "on all countries to avoid excessive stockpiling of food which can lead to further price 

increases". 

The war in Ukraine, a country known as Europe's breadbasket, has pushed up food prices and led 

to shortages, as Russia's blockade of Black Sea ports prevents millions of tonnes of grain from 

being shipped out. 

The crisis has sparked fears of famine in vulnerable countries highly reliant on Ukrainian exports, 

particularly in Africa. 

The issue was a key topic of discussion at a three-day summit of the G7 -- comprising Britain, 

Canada, France, Germany, Italy, Japan and the United States -- held in the Bavarian Alps. 
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G7 urges countries, companies to release food stockpiles 

 

In their final communique, G7 leaders pledged an additional $4.5 billion to combat global food 

insecurity, bringing the total sum committed this year to more than $14 billion. 

They again urged Russia to "end its blockade of Ukrainian Black Sea ports, destruction of key port 

and transport infrastructure, grain silos and terminals, illegal appropriation by Russia of 

agricultural commodities and equipment in Ukraine". 

These actions "can only be assessed as a geopolitically motivated attack on global food security", 

they said. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Source: https://news.abs-cbn.com/business/06/28/22/g7-urges-countries-companies-to-release-

food-

stockpiles?fbclid=IwAR20FR7FoYqqbr09xYaKh14lfxdEHRjtbgsBo3Gme47wAbSMaJQqqFTP
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September every year declared ‘Bamboo Month’ 

By Azer Parrocha June 28, 2022, 8:08 pm 

 

 

(Contributed photo) 

 

MANILA – September of every year will be celebrated as “Philippine Bamboo Month” based on 

Proclamation No. 1401 signed by President Rodrigo Duterte on Monday. 

Duterte recognized the “need to instill in the national consciousness of the Filipino people the 

importance of the bamboo plant and its products” 

“I, Rodrigo Roa Duterte, President of the Republic of the Philippines, by virtue of the powers 

vested in me by the Constitution and existing laws, do hereby declare the month of September of 

every year as Philippine Bamboo Month,” read the proclamation released on Tuesday. 

The proclamation directs the Philippine Bamboo Industry Development Council (PBIDC) to lead 

and promote the observance of Philippine Bamboo Month and identify the programs, projects, 

and activities for its yearly celebration. 

All other agencies and instrumentalities of the national government, including government-

owned or -controlled corporations and state universities and colleges are directed and all local 

government units, relevant non-government organizations and civil society groups, as well as the 

private sector, encouraged to support the PBIDC. 

Executive Order No. 879 in 2010 created the PBIDC to promote the product development of 

bamboo and enhance market access to bamboo products, for the purpose of sustaining and 

strengthening the bamboo industry. 

Bamboo has been identified by the Department of Trade and Industry as one of the right priority 

industry clusters. 

Parts of the bamboo plant are being used not only for nourishment and construction of simple 

infrastructure, but also in producing world-class furniture and handicrafts. (PNA) 

 

Source: https://www.pna.gov.ph/articles/1177756 
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LPA west of Zambales now tropical depression Caloy 

By RICHA NORIEGA, GMA News 
Published June 28, 2022 11:57pm 
 
 

The low pressure area (LPA) west of Zambales on Tuesday developed into a tropical depression 

which has been named Caloy, the weather bureau PAGASA has said. 

PAGASA said the LPA developed into a tropical depression at 8 p.m. on Tuesday. 

At 10 p.m. on Tuesday night, Caloy was spotted 385 kilometers west of Iba town.  

It has maximum winds of 45 kph near the center and gustiness of 55kph. 

Caloy was moving west northwest slowly and is expected to move over the West Philippine Sea to 

leave the Philippine Area of Responsibility. 

It is seen to enhance the Southwest Monsoon to cause rains in Luzon and the Visayas. 

It is expected to be 405 kilometers west of Iba in 12 hours and 560 kilometers west of Dagupan 

City and already outside the PAR in 24 hours or by Wednesday night. 

No tropical cyclone wind signal has been hoisted for Caloy. 

PAGASA said the enhanced Southwest Monsoon would bring occasionally gusty conditions 

reaching strong breeze to near gale in strength over extreme Northern Luzon, and the western 

sections of Luzon and Visayas. 

These conditions are more likely in mountainous and upland localities of these areas. 

PAGASA said moderate to heavy with at times intense rains are expected over Palawan, Oriental 

Mindoro, Occidental Mindoro, Zambales, Bataan, Cavite, Batangas, Laguna, Aurora, and Quezon. 

It said light to moderate with at times heavy rains are likely over Metro Manila, the rest of 

Mimaropa, Rizal, Tarlac, Pampanga, Ilocos Region, Bicol Region, and Western Visayas. 

The tropical depression and the enhanced Southwest Monsoon will bring moderate to rough seas 

(1.2 to 3.1 meters) over the seaboards of Northern Luzon and the western seaboards of Central and 

Southern Luzon, the weather bureau said. 

"These conditions may be risky for those using small seacraft. Mariners are advised to take 

precautionary measures when venturing out to sea and, if possible, avoid navigating in these 

conditions," PAGASA said. 

PAGASA earlier said the monsoon would bring cloudy skies with scattered rain showers and 

thunderstorms over Metro Manila, the rest of Luzon, Visayas, and the Zamboanga Peninsula. 
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LPA west of Zambales now tropical depression Caloy 

 

This could cause flash floods or landslides due to moderate to at times heavy rains. 

Meanwhile, the rest of Mindanao will experience partly cloudy to cloudy skies with isolated rain 

showers or thunderstorms. 

Residents were advised of possible flash floods or landslides during severe thunderstorms. —NB, 

GMA News 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Source: https://www.gmanetwork.com/news/scitech/weather/836419/lpa-west-of-zambales-now-

tropical-depression-

caloy/story/?fbclid=IwAR1vkOe9EVSEDjyFj7DFgSDK9xAXNzcNzLiAa-

ZYkqHBACbUM8g5jYhIS7Q 
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COVID-19 cases sa Pilipinas posibleng lumobo sa 5,300/araw 

sa Hulyo 

(Philstar.com)  
-June 28, 2022 - 11:32am 

 

  

Residents of San Juan City participated in this year's Wattah Wattah Festival on Friday, June 24, 2022. This tradition is 

held yearly to celebrate the feast of St. John the Baptist. 

 

The STAR / Walter Bollozos 

MANILA, Philippines — Lalong tumataas ang projections ng mga dalubhasa sa maaaring bilang 

ng tamaan ng COVID-19 araw-araw sa buong Pilipinas sa susunod na buwan — ito'y kung 

mananatiling mababa ang nagpapa-booster shots at kumokonti ang sumusunod sa minimum 

public health standards. 

Ito ang sabi ni Health Undersecretary Maria Rosario Vergeire, Martes, sa mga reporters habang 

ibinabahagi ang panibagong projections ng FASSTER. 

"[If] mobility continues to increase, compliance to [minimum public health standards] continues 

to reduce (20-22% reduction) and booster uptake is maintained at this low level, we MAY see 

3,800 to 5,300 daily cases nationally by mid-July," wika ni Vergeire kanina. 

Mas malaki ito 'di hamak kumpara sa 1,500 hanggang 2,000 daily new cases ng COVID-19 na 

unang iprinoject ng Australian Tuberculosis Modelling Network (AuTuMN) para sa Metro Manila 

sa pagtatapos ng Hulyo. 

Aabot pa lang sa 14.86 milyon ang nagpapaturok ng booster doses sa Pilipinas. Ito'y kahit na 70.27 

milyon na ang nakakukuha ng kumpletong primary doses. 

Bagama't nasa Alert Level 1 ang Metro Manila, kung saan pinakamaluwag at pinapayagan ang 

100% capacity ng mga establishment, dahan-dahan na uli tumataas ang kaso ng COVID-19 nitong 

mga nagdaang linggo. 
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COVID-19 cases sa Pilipinas posibleng lumobo sa 5,300/araw 

sa Hulyo 

 

 

Lunes lang nang ibalita ng Department of Health na umabot sa 4,634 ang bagong COVID-19 sa 

nagdaang linggo. Mas mataas ito ng 53% kumpara sa linggo bago ito. 

Aabot na sa 3.7 milyon ang tinatamaan ng naturang virus simula nang nakapasok ito ng Pilipinas 

simula nang nakapasok ito noong 2020. Sa bilang na 'yan, patay na ang namatay na ang 60,518. — 

James Relativo 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Source: https://www.philstar.com/pilipino-star-ngayon/bansa/2022/06/28/2191484/covid-19-

cases-sa-pilipinas-posibleng-lumobo-sa-5300araw-sa-hulyo/amp/ 
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More cases of Omicron subvariants detected 

By Gaea Katreena Cabico(Philstar.com)  
- June 28, 2022 - 3:16pm 
 

  

 

People queue for free packed meals distributed by Catholic religious order Society of the Divine Word (SVD) in 

Manila on June 24, 2022. 

AFP/Ted Aljibe 

MANILA, Philippines — The Philippines has detected 63 additional cases of fast-spreading 

Omicron BA.2.12.1, BA.4, and BA.5 subvariants, the Department of Health reported Tuesday. 

Local authorities detected 50 more cases of the BA.5 subvariant, bringing its total to 93, Health 

Undersecretary Maria Rosario Vergeire said. 

• Thirty-eight individuals from Western Visayas, five from Metro Manila, and seven returning 

Filipinos were found to have the more transmissible Omicron subvariant. 

  

• One individual is fully vaccinated against COVID-19, and one is unvaccinated. The vaccination 

status of the remaining 48 cases is still being verified. 

  

• The department said the exposures of the cases are still unknown, and their travel histories are 

being checked. 

  

• One case had mild symptoms. The symptoms of the remaining 49 cases are still being verified. 
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More cases of Omicron subvariants detected 

 

 

• Forty-one individuals have recovered from the disease, and four are still undergoing isolation. 

The DOH is still checking the outcomes of the rest. 

  Eleven additional BA.2.12.1 cases were found, raising the total to 43. 

• Seven people from Western Visayas, and four returning overseas Filipinos tested positive for the 

Omicron subvariant. 

  

• The DOH is still verifying the vaccination status as well as the signs and symptoms of the 11 

cases. It is also checking their exposures and travel histories. 

  

• Ten people have been tagged as recovered, and one is still under isolation. 

  

Vergeire also said that two more BA.4 cases were detected. The agency logged the country’s first 

BA.4 case last month. 

• One person from Western Visayas and one returning Filipino were found to have the Omicron 

subvariant. Both have recovered from COVID-19. 

  

• One is fully vaccinated, while the vaccination status of the other case is being verified. 

  

• One of the cases had mild symptoms. 

COVID-19 infections in the Philippines are once again increasing. Authorities said the presence of 

more transmissible variants with immune escape characteristics, increased mobility, reduced 

compliance with health protocols, and waning vaccine immunity are fueling the renewed spike in 

cases. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Source: https://www.philstar.com/headlines/2022/06/28/2191512/more-cases-omicron-

subvariants-detected/amp/ 
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NCR remains under Alert Level 1 until July 15; IATF revises 

alert level system guidelines 

By CNN Philippines Staff 
Published Jun 28, 2022 10:28:09 AM 
    

 

Metro Manila (CNN Philippines, June 28) — Metro Manila will remain under Alert Level 1, the laxest COVID-19 

restrictions, until July 15, the Palace announced in a statement on Tuesday. 

 

The move of the Inter-Agency Task Force for the Management of Emerging Infectious Diseases 

(IATF-EID) comes as it also greenlit recommendations by the sub-Technical Working Group for 

Data Analytics on revising matrices for the alert level system. 

The matrix used as basis for the Alert Level System shall be modified as follows: 

(1) Removal of two-week growth rate in determining case risk classification is based on average 

daily attack rates and its current thresholds. 

(2) Total beds utilization rate and its current thresholds are retained as the main metric for health 

system capacity. 

(3) Assignment of Alert Level shall be based on the revised cross tabulation of total beds 

utilization rate and average daily attack rate. 

Along with the capital region, 85 of 121 provinces and highly urbanized cities and independent 

component cities are under the most lenient alert level from July 1 to 15. 

They are joined by 166 of 744 other component cities and municipalities. 

These are as follows: 

Provinces, HUCs, ICCs 

Cordillera Administrative Region - Abra, Apayao, Baguio City, Kalinga, and Mountain Province 
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NCR remains under Alert Level 1 until July 15; IATF revises 

alert level system guidelines 

 

 

Region I - Dagupan City, Ilocos Norte, Ilocos Sur, La Union, and Pangasinan 

Region II - Batanes, Cagayan, City of Santiago, Isabela, Nueva Vizcaya, and Quirino 

Region III- Angeles City, Aurora, Bataan, Bulacan, Nueva Ecija, Olongapo City, Pampanga, Tarlac, 

and Zambales 

Region IV-A- Batangas, Cavite, Laguna, Lucena City, and Rizal 

Region IV-B - Marinduque, Oriental Mindoro, Puerto Princesa City, and Romblon 

Region V - Albay, Catanduanes, Naga City, and Sorsogon 

Region VI - Aklan, Bacolod City, Capiz, Guimaras, Iloilo Province, and Iloilo City 

Region VII - Cebu City, Lapu-Lapu City (Opon), Mandaue City, and Siquijor 

Region VIII - Biliran, Eastern Samar, Ormoc City, Southern Leyte, and Tacloban City 

Region IX - Zamboanga City 

Region X - Bukidnon, Cagayan De Oro City, Camiguin, Iligan City, Misamis Occidental, and 

Misamis Oriental 

Region XI - Davao City and Davao Oriental 

Region XII - South Cotabato 

Caraga - Butuan City, Surigao Del Sur, Agusan Del Norte, and Agusan Del Sur 

Bangsamoro Autonomous Region in Muslim Mindanao - Cotabato City 

Component cities and municipalities 

Cordillera Administrative Region 

Benguet - Buguias and Tublay 

Ifugao - Kiangan, Lagawe (Capital), and Lamut 

Region IV-A 

Quezon - Atimonan, Candelaria, City of Tayabas, Dolores, Lucban, Mauban, Pagbilao, Plaridel, 

Polillo, Quezon, Sampaloc, San Antonio, Tiaong, and Unisan 

Region IV-B 

Occidental Mindoro - Calintaan, Looc, Lubang, and Rizal 

Palawan - Cagayancillo and Culion 

 

 

STRATEGIC  

COMMUNICATION &   

INITIATIVES  

SERVICE 

Headline 

Editorial 

Column 

Opinion 

Feature Article 

 



June 29, 2022 

Date 

 2 of 3 

Page 

 

 

 

 

 

NCR remains under Alert Level 1 until July 15; IATF revises 

alert level system guidelines 

 

 

Region V 

Camarines Norte - Basud, Capalonga, Daet (Capital), San Vicente, and Talisay 

Camarines Sur - Bombon, Cabusao, Camaligan, Caramoan, Goa, Iriga City, Pamplona, Pili 

(Capital), Presentacion (Parubcan), San Fernando, San Jose, and Tigaon 

Masbate - Balud, City of Masbate (Capital), and Mandaon 

Region VI 

Antique - Anini-Y, San Jose (Capital), Sebaste, and Tobias Fornier (Dao) 

Negros Occidental - Cadiz City, Candoni, City of Talisay, City of Victorias, Enrique B., Magalona 

(Saravia), La Carlota City, Pontevedra, Pulupandan, Sagay City, San Enrique, and 

Valladolid 

Region VII 

Bohol - Batuan, Calape, Corella, Dimiao, Duero, Garcia Hernandez, Jagna, Lila, Loay, Loboc, 

Maribojoc, San Isidro, San Miguel, Sevilla, Sikatuna, and Tagbilaran City (Capital) 

Cebu - Alcoy, Borbon, City of Talisay, Oslob, Pilar, Santander, and Tudela 

Negros Oriental - Amlan (Ayuquitan), Bacong, Dauin, Dumaguete City (Capital), Valencia 

(Luzurriaga), and Zamboanguita 

Region VIII 

Leyte - Albuera, City of Baybay, Dulag, Javier (Bugho), La Paz, Matag-Ob, Matalom, Palo, Tunga, 

and Villaba 

Northern Samar - Allen, Capul, Lapinig, Lavezares, San Antonio, San Jose, and Victoria 

Samar (Western Samar) - Marabut, Pagsanghan, Paranas (Wright), Tarangnan, and Zumarraga 

Region IX 

Zamboanga Del Norte - Dapitan City, Dipolog City (Capital), Jose Dalman (Ponot), Labason, 

Manukan, Piñan (New Piñan), Polanco, Rizal, and Salug 

Zamboanga Del Sur - Kumalarang, Labangan, Lapuyan, Mahayag, Molave, and Ramon Magsaysay 

(Liargo) 

Zamboanga Sibugay - Alicia, Buug, Diplahan, Ipil (Capital), Siay, and Tungawan 

Region X 

Lanao Del Norte - Bacolod, Baroy, Kauswagan, Lala, Linamon, and Tubod (Capital) 
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NCR remains under Alert Level 1 until July 15; IATF revises 

alert level system guidelines 

 

Region XI 

Davao De Oro - Mawab, Montevista, Nabunturan (Capital), and New Bataan 

Davao Del Sur - Padada 

Region XII 

Cotabato (North Cotabato) - Antipas, Arakan, City of Kidapawan (Capital), and President Roxas 

Sultan Kudarat - City of Tacurong, Kalamansig, and Lebak 

Caraga 

Dinagat Islands - Cagdianao, Dinagat, Libjo (Albor), Loreto, and Tubajon 

Surigao Del Norte - Claver, Dapa, General Luna, Mainit, and Tagana-An 

BARMM 

Lanao Del Sur - Bumbaran, Ditsaan-Ramain, and Wao 

Maguindanao - South Upi and Upi 

Tawi-Tawi - Turtle Islands 

The following areas, meanwhile, were placed under the stricter Alert Level 2 during the same 

period: 

Cordillera Administrative Region - Benguet and Ifugao 

Region IV-A - Quezon Province 

Region IV-B - Occidental Mindoro and Palawan 

Region V - Camarines Norte, Camarines Sur, and Masbate 

Region VI - Antique and Negros Occidental 

Region VII - Bohol, Cebu, and Negros Oriental 

Region VIII - Leyte, Northern Samar, and Samar (Western Samar) 

Region IX - City of Isabela, Zamboanga Del Norte, Zamboanga Del Sur, and Zamboanga Sibugay 

Region X - Lanao Del Norte 

Region XI - Davao De Oro, Davao Del Norte, Davao Del Sur, and Davao Occidental 

Region XII - Cotabato (North Cotabato), General Santos City (Dadiangas), Sarangani, and Sultan 

Kudarat 

Caraga - Dinagat Islands and Surigao Del Norte 

Bangsamoro Autonomous Region in Muslim Mindanao - Basilan, Lanao Del Sur, Maguindanao, 

Sulu, and Tawi-Tawi 

Source: https://www.cnnphilippines.com/news/2022/6/28/alert-levels-July-1-15.html 
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Covid-19 cases on the rise across all regions: DOH 

By Ma. Teresa Montemayor June 28, 2022, 2:54 pm 

 

 

MANILA – The number of Covid-19 cases continue to increase across all regions with a national 

positivity rate of 4.1 percent but the average daily attack rate remains low, a health official said 

Tuesday. 

In an online media forum, Health Undersecretary Maria Rosario Vergeire said the current 

positivity rate is similar with the rate the country logged at the start of March this year. 

"Nationally, we have recorded 4,976 new cases from June 21 to June 27. While we're under low risk 

classification, the cases continue to rise at 710 cases per day, 257 cases or 57 percent more than the 

previous week," she said. "There's nothing to worry about because we're still at less than one case 

per 100,000 population for our average daily attack rate." 

The National Capital Region (NCR) shows a steep increase in the number of Covid-19 cases which 

started in mid-May and has an average of 350 cases per day. 

The rest of Luzon, NCR Plus areas, and the Visayas logged sharp increases in Covid-19 infections 

but their cases remain lower than 150 per day. 

Cases in Mindanao also showed continued increase in infections in the past days at 50 cases per 

day. 

"Based on the health status of those hospitalized, more than half remain asymptomatic and mild. 

The number of severe and critical admissions at the national level remains less than 1,000 cases 

starting March or mid-March of 2022 despite continued slight increase in cases in the past days," 

Vergeire said. 

The severe and critical cases comprise at least 10.68 percent or 591 cases of the total hospital 

admissions and this remains lower than the 20 percent logged in January, she added. (PNA) 

  

 

Source: https://www.pna.gov.ph/articles/1177684 
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Please click this link: 

Source: https://youtu.be/y1cgBdFRdeE 
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Source: https://youtu.be/sXhie8Vrzgs 
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Source: https://youtu.be/xe20dQwQO0o 
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Source: https://youtu.be/uVjEcJrCj2w 
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