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Iloilo celebrates Arbor Day with bike, hike, plant activity at 

Maasin Watershed 

Published June 26, 2022, 2:19 PM 
by Tara Yap 
 
 

 

VOLUNTEERS for the Arbor Day bike, hike, and plant activity cross a river on the Maasin Watershed in Iloilo. 

(DENR-Region 6) 

 

ILOILO CITY – Iloilo marked Arbor Day Saturday, June 25, by hosting the bike, hike, and plant 

activity of the Department of Environment and Natural Resources (DENR) in Maasin, Iloilo.  

DENR-Region 6 (Western Visayas) Director Livino Duran said the bike, hike, plant activity kicked 

off the regional celebration of the 159th anniversary of the Philippine Forestry Service. 

Around 1,000 bikers and other volunteers gathered at the Maasin Watershed for the triple activity 

that coincided with the launching of “Tanum Iloilo sa Hunyo 2022,” a reforestation program of 

Gov. Arthur Defensor Jr. backed by national government agencies (NGAs), local government units 

(LGUs), non-government organizations (NGOs), people’s organizations, socio-civic organizations, 

the private sector, and the academe. 

The planting site at the Maasin Watershed signifies the need to continue the efforts of 

rehabilitating the once degraded watershed that is vital in Iloilo. 

Duran had earlier said that with the province’s growing population, the Maasin Watershed may 

not be able to sustain its capacity to provide sufficient water for the people and efforts must be 

sustained. 

 

 

 

Source: https://mb.com.ph/2022/06/26/iloilo-celebrates-arbor-day-with-bike-hike-plant-activity-

at-maasin-watershed/ 
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Penro-Zamboanga del Norte holds tree planting 

 

 

ZAMBOANGA. Personnel of the Zamboanga del Norte Provincial Environment and Natural Resources Office (Penro) 

and other stakeholders plant 275 seedlings of narra and red nato Friday, June 15, in Dipolog City, the province’s 

capital. A photo handout shows Penro personnel planting tree seedlings at the designated area. (SunStar Zamboanga) 

June 25, 2022 

 

PERSONNEL of the Zamboanga del Norte Provincial Environment and Natural Resources Office 

(Penro) have planted 275 seedlings of Narra and Red Nato in Dipolog City, the province’s capital. 

 

Cidur Julsadjiri, Zamboanga del Norte Penro chief, said the tree-planting activity was in line with 

the celebration of the Philippine Arbor Day and 159th Anniversary of Philippine Forestry Service. 

 

Julsadjiri said the tree seedling were planted Friday, June 24, in Sinaman village, Dipolog City. 

 

“This initiative aims to help repair ecosystem and widen the network of forestry champions 

through promotions of proactive reforestation and responsible tourism,” Julsadjiri said. 

 

He said the tree planting activity was participated by 30 personnel from Zamboanga del Norte 

PENRO, Philippine National Police, Philippine Ports Authority, and other stakeholders. (SunStar 

Zamboanga) 

 

 

 

Source: https://www.sunstar.com.ph/article/1933109/zamboanga/local-news/penro-zamboanga-

del-norte-holds-tree-planting 
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Basurang nahakot sa Navotas coastal cleanup umabot sa 21+ 

kubiko 

June 26, 20221 min read 

 

UMABOT sa 21.72 cubic meters ang nahakot na basura sa Coastal Clean Up na isinagawa kaugnay 

ng pagdiriwang ng Environment Month kung saan ay nasa 311 ang lumahok na mga kawani ng 

pamahalaan at barangay maliban pa sa volunteers, scholars ng Navotas at mga Boy at Girl Scouts. 
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Basurang nahakot sa Navotas coastal cleanup umabot sa 21+ 

kubiko 

 

Pinaalalahanan din ng pamahalaang lungsod ng Navotas ang lahat ng mga residente na 

panatilihing malinis ang paligid dahil nagdudulot ito ng pagbara sa mga daluyan ng tubig na 

nagreresulta ng pagbaha sa ibat-ibang lugar. 

Aj Rabulan/BENJAMIN CUARESMA 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Source: 

https://www.facebook.com/100064206931542/posts/pfbid035pKw4gGoRb5gUQxUucov52z

Jt2tNkub8rx7SzVezwgVvqFVn6AjCLsq8czgH57Lzl/?app=fbl 
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Regulatory capture vs Masungi Geopark project 

 By Rigoberto Tiglao 
June 27, 2022 

 

 

Location of the Masungi Georeserve. (Inset: Masungi Rock) PHOTOS FROM GOOGLE EARTH 

 

"REGULATORY capture" is a political-science term, which its critics say, however, is merely a 

polite term for a specific instance of what we commonly refer to as "graft and corruption." 

It refers to the oh-so-common phenomenon of capitalists co-opting regulators — whether bribes 

are involved or not — to the extent of bending the rules and making the state agencies in charge 

of implementing regulations inutile and servile to the will of capitalists. 

Officials — crooked or just sharing the capitalists' ideology — mislead their superiors, divert the 

issue and delay action to protect the interests of their patrons. 

There are strong indications that such regulatory capture is at work in the case of the Masungi 

Georeserve in Tanay, Rizal, in the southern Sierra Madre range, with the Department of 

Environment and Natural Resources (DENR) as the target of the "capture." 

The conservation project is named as such because it involves conserving 3,000 hectares of forest 

that centers on the limestone formation called Masungi Rock. 

President Rodrigo Duterte demonstrated his political will early in his term when he backed in 2017 

the Masungi Georeserve managed by the Masungi Geopark Foundation, which his then 

environment secretary, the well-known environmentalist, the late Gina Lopez, had been 

championing. 
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Regulatory capture vs Masungi Geopark project 

 

In five years, the project rescued from illegal activities around 2,000 hectares of land and 

thousands of mature Benguet pine trees planted by the first Marcos government in the 1970s. Safe 

from poachers and now under strict protection, young pine tree saplings are growing and thriving 

near their towering mother trees. 

In danger 

However, these rescued forests and pine trees are once again in danger. Three quarrying 

companies are claiming that their mineral production sharing agreements (MPSAs) awarded 24 

years ago over 1,300 hectares of the protected and conserved areas are still valid. The Masungi 

Geopark Foundations claim these MPSAs are de facto license to quarry, which would damage the 

Masungi Georeserve. Two of them, Rapid City and Quarry Rock, allegedly insist on quarrying the 

watershed and wildlife sanctuary. 

It is shameful, and totally beyond his competence for DENR bureaucrat Dondi Sarmiento, director 

of the Mines and Geosciences Bureau's Calabarzon office, to dismiss the Masungi Geopark 

Foundation's opposition to the quarrying on the grounds, he says, that the Constitution stipulates 

that "private property shall not be taken for public use without just compensation." He claims the 

MPSAs were issued long before the Masungi conservation project. 

This bureaucrat doesn't know what he is talking about. His expertise involves rocks not laws: He is 

not a lawyer but a geologist. Unless he was asked to immediately issue a decision in favor of the 

quarrying firms, he should have referred the matter to the DENR's huge legal department, or even 

to the solicitor general, especially since the Masungi Geopark was a project of Duterte himself, and 

the past two DENR secretaries, Lopez and her successor, Roy Cimatu. Or perhaps he is thinking 

that Duterte is on his way out anyway. 

Reading Sarmiento's letter to the Masungi Foundation, I am starting to doubt if he is competent in 

his own field, geology, since he declared that quarrying in Masungi will only bring "temporary 

disturbance to the landscape since the quarries will have rehabilitation plans anyway." In a letter 

to another columnist, Sarmiento even said, rather atrociously, I think: "With or without quarrying 

in Rizal, flooding within the low-lying areas of the Marikina River Basin will remain as such a 

natural hazard." 

 

De facto PR 

Sarmiento even appears to have became the de facto PR for the quarrying firms by claiming in his 

letter: "The mining and quarrying operations in the province of Rizal are the key producers in the 

country of primary components of construction materials for the development of buildings, 

bridges, houses and schools, health centers, etc., that are essential for the Build, Build, Build 

program of this administration." Huh? Ban quarrying, and you sabotage the BBB program? Why 

doesn't Sarmiento stick to his job description, and forget what would be the problems of the 

DPWH and other departments. 

Sarmiento should read the report, written by five geologists commissioned by the National 

Museum of the Philippines chairperson Luli Arroyo-Bernas (former President Gloria Macapagal  
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Regulatory capture vs Masungi Geopark project 

 

Arroyo's daughter), that warned of the consequences of quarrying to Masungi and to the Marikina 

Valley: 

The report warned: "Activities such as forestry, agricultural activities, land clearance, quarrying, 

waste disposal, or other landfill and other developmental activities, if there are any, in the vicinity 

of the geopark may not cause direct destruction in the geopark itself, but may still disrupt the 

geological systems around and can have expensive consequences." 

A 2017 World Bank report also debunks Sarmiento's preposterous claims. In a study made in the 

Upper Marikina Watershed, it concluded that "higher forest cover can help reduce the volume of 

floodwater generated in a watershed by 27 percent to 47percent during the three wettest months 

of the year... Forests can help reduce the potential flooding impacts of heavy rainstorms and 

typhoons by increasing the time difference between peak rainfall and peak discharge by two to 

seven hours, and reducing the peak discharge by 20 percent to 32 percent." 

Cancelation 

Actually, former Environment secretary Roy Cimatu had announced the cancellation of these 

MPSAs as early as March 2020 for being inside protected areas and a watershed. Section 18 of RA 

(Republic Act) 11038, which amended Section 20 of RA 7586 reinforced mining as a prohibited act 

in protected areas: "... the following acts are prohibited within protected areas:...p) Undertaking 

mineral exploration or extraction within the protected area; q) Engaging in commercial or large-

scale quarrying within the protected area." 

The Philippine Mining Act of 1995 itself bans mining inside national parks and proclaimed 

watershed reserves: "Mineral agreement or financial or technical assistance agreement 

applications shall not be allowed in... (f) Old growth or virgin forests, proclaimed watershed forest 

reserves, wilderness areas, mangrove forests, mossy forests, national parks provincial/municipal 

forests, parks, greenbelts, game refuge and bird sanctuaries as defined by law." 

If quarrying in Masungi is contrary to the law, then why is the DENR still taking the MPSAs in 

Masungi as still valid, years after Cimatu's announcement? 

The law is clear that protected areas and proclaimed watershed reserves are off-limits to quarries. 

Agreements that are against the law cannot be condoned, especially if they endanger people's 

lives. Even private rights, if any, cannot supersede the prohibitions set by law. 

Show cause 

Actually, a "show cause order" had been issued to the three quarrying companies in April 2021, 

informing them that they had committed "gross violations constituting breach of their contracts." 

These breaches, including not being able to commence extraction for some 24 years, are grounds 

for cancellation of their MPSAs. More than one year after these show cause orders were issued, the 

MGB Central Office has yet to file a formal recommendation to the DENR head. Hence, no DENR 

decision to cancel the MPSAs has been made. 

In April 2022, acting Environment Secretary Jim Sampulna held a press conference and issued a 

"suspension" order of the "activities" of the quarrying companies. Why doesn't the DENR just 

implement the regulations and the law, that the MPSAs should be canceled? 
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Regulatory capture vs Masungi Geopark project 

 

 

Mayors of the municipalities near Rizal who want to be sure no quarrying-created floods inundate 

their areas have joined the call for the immediate cancellation of the MPSAs, since deforestation in 

the Upper Marikina Watershed, a portion of which is included in the Masungi Geopark Project, is 

one of the many factors that had generated disastrous floods in these downstream cities. 

Environment officials should be the first and staunchest defenders of our natural environment. 

Sadly, as the experience in Masungi shows, they behave at worst, more like defenders of those who 

threaten the environment, or at best bureaucrats shaking in their boots when they are sued by 

powerful companies for implementing environmental regulations. 

For all the DENR's blah-blah in its attempt to wiggle out of the obvious need to cancel these 

quarrying firms' permits, what its officials forget is the following: In case of doubt, it should side 

with those seeking to protect the environment, since once damaged, it will take generations to 

repair. For rich companies, foregone revenues from quarrying will just be a loss they can easily 

recover. 

There is a fundamental reason why it is called the "Department of the Environment and Natural 

Resources," and not the "Department for Mining and Other Extractive Industries." That is also the 

reason why an environmentalist was appointed to head it and then a military man programmed to 

enforce the rules, and not an executive of a mining firm. 

These DENR bureaucrats should realize that. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Source: https://www.manilatimes.net/2022/06/27/opinion/columns/regulatory-capture-vs-

masungi-geopark-project/1848841 
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Baguio holding environment summits 

 
Published 2 hours ago  
on June 27, 2022 03:48 AM 
By Aldwin Quitasol 
 

 

 

 

 

 

BAGUIO CITY — The local government here is set to hold a series of environmental summits for 

city residents and other stakeholders aimed at preventing the city from plunging into urban decay. 

A 2019 study of the National Economic and Development Authority found the city had already 

breached its carrying capacity or “the number of people, other living organisms, or crops that a 

region can support without environmental degradation.” 

The first in the series will be held on 8 July, 1 to 5 p.m. at the Baguio Convention Center with the 

Office of the City Planning and Development Coordinator (OCPDC) and the City Environment 

and Parks Management Office planning to accommodate a large audience of at least 500 to ensure 

the success of the activity. 

The activity will be open to the public who may attend physically or virtually via Zoom or 

livestreaming at the Public Information Office Facebook page where they can put forward their 

questions, concerns or suggestions. 

The OCPDC said they plan to hold two more sessions, the schedule of which will be announced 

upon finalization. 
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Baguio holding environment summits 

 

 

Baguio City Mayor Benjamin Magalong last 17 May directed the summit to gather inputs on to 

address the critical issues affecting the city’s environment to further guide the city government in 

its mission to save the city from degradation. He asked that participants come from the cross 

section of the Baguio City community to make for a fruitful summit. 

The mayor said he intends to focus on implementing the strategic solutions planned during his 

first term to address problems besetting the city including the deterioration of the environment 

resulting in ecological imbalance. The mayor said it is crucial that the city implement reforms to 

slow down if not reverse urban decay. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Source: https://tribune.net.ph/index.php/2022/06/27/baguio-holding-environment-summits/ 
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Source:  

https://fb.watch/dUgRCNOojT/ 
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Asia's coral gardener on a quest to save the world's 

imperilled reefs 

 

The world has lost half of its coral reefs in 30 years. Malaysian oceanographer Anuar Abdullah has 

developed a simple, yet effective way to restore coral. He tells Eco-Business that no reef is the 

same, and successful reef rehabilitation depends on cooperation with local communities. 

 

 

A coral nursery. "We work in hectares, acres and square kilometers. Our approach is 

industrial. We rehabilitate entire reefs," says Anuar Abdullah, founder of marine conservation 

group, Ocean Quest. Image: Anuar Abdullah 

By Tom Vater 
5 minute readJune 26, 2022 
 
 

Over the past 30 years, more than 50 per cent of reefs have disappeared and more than 75 per cent 

are damaged. Another 40 per cet of the remaining coral may disappear in the next 30 years, unless 

there is a global conservation rethink. 

With every reef lost, essential food, protection and spawning grounds for marine life disappears 

and biodiversity decreases. With coral on the wane across the globe, the marine food chain is 

under strain and commercial fishing stocks are threatened.  

Anuar Abdullah studied oceanography in Florida and began looking at ways to regrow coral in the 

Perhentian Islands in Malaysia in 1981. At first the 61-year-old Malaysian’s efforts proved futile.   

“Locals used to come and watch me on the beach, tying bits of coral to rocks and they laughed. 

For twenty years, I observed the behaviour and life cycles of coral. And at first, I failed to grow 

coral. But looking back, I needed to fail many times to get it right in the end. On land we have  
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Asia's coral gardener on a quest to save the world's 

imperilled reefs 

 

been planting, growing and cultivating trees for thousands of years. With coral, we have only 

recently become aware, in the last 35 years, of the need to take action.”  

Abdullah persevered and eventually came up with a new way to regrow coral.   

We worked on reefs destroyed by typhoon Hayan in the Philippines in late 2013, which suffered 

99.8 per cent damage. But we still managed to bring the coral back. 

Anuar Abdullah, founder, Ocean Quest 

 

 
Anuar Abdullah, 61 year-old coral conservationlist. Image: Anuar Abdullah 

“I realised that artificial reefs are a mistake. Adding anything man-made to the reef environment 

such as metal grids, PVC piping or leather, doesn’t make sense as these structures eventually fall 

apart and are potentially poisonous. They also cost money – fabricating structures and 

transporting them to the sea and then placing them in the water is not cheap.”  

Abdullah developed new techniques and methodologies that required no frames to be added to 

the marine environment. Instead, he used lumps of dead coral to grow new coral.   

“Back in the 1980s, many reefs were suffering, but the decline really picked up in the 1990s when 

Southeast Asian economies developed rapidly and when mass tourism started to make inroads. 

Businesses back then didn’t think about sustainability and often built on top of reefs, to extend 

available land. Now there’s a growing awareness that the coral needs to be saved.”   

By 2010, Abdullah had refined his technique and founded coral conservation group Ocean Quest. 

Initially active in Malaysia, the organisation soon began to work in Thailand, Indonesia and the 

Philippines, and began taking on projects outside Asia in 2017.   
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Asia's coral gardener on a quest to save the world's 

imperilled reefs 

 

“As we are registered as a social enterprise, we are primarily engaged in training. We work with 

local stakeholders and we engage the local community on every coral reef rehabilitation project. 

In fact, we only work with governments if they come to us and ask us for help. It is much easier 

working with resorts or associations. Of course, our strategy depends on many factors. Not every 

reef is the same. Local climate and the amount of damage done, play a role in how we work. The 

measure of our success becomes apparent through how much a project is able to give back to the 

community and the environment.”  

Ocean Quest enters four-year agreements with stakeholders. The organisation then typically 

builds a coral nursery and trains local people to look after it and how to help the coral grow.  

“We take direct action without delay and work in hectares, acres and square kilometers. Our 

approach is industrial. We rehabilitate entire reefs. We have developed a simple education system 

that allows the public to take part in coral reef rehabilitation and we apply this method 

everywhere we go. We worked on reefs destroyed by Typhoon Haiyan in the Philippines in late 

2013, which suffered 99.8 per cent damage. But we still managed to bring the coral back.”  

 

 

 
Ocean Quest working on a reef devastated by Typhoon Haiyan. Image: Ocean Quest on Facebook 
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Asia's coral gardener on a quest to save the world's 

imperilled reefs 

 

Ocean Quest currently runs 13 projects around Borneo. Off the island’s west coast on Sepanggar 

Island, the local communities cut all the sea grass three years ago that grew along the coast line. It 

had made the beaches look dirty. As a consequence, run-off from monsoon rains washed straight 

into off shore coral reefs, the filtering function of the sea grass gone. The reefs silted up and died.   

 

“There’s no point regrowing coral here unless we also regrow the sea grass. We need to look at the 

bigger picture, so we can develop a particular strategy for every situation we encounter. So, we’re 

now engaged in two projects – first regrow the sea grass, then regrow the coral.”  

 

Reefs die for a variety of reasons, all of them man-made. On the opposite side of Borneo at Mabul 

Island, Ocean Quest was faced with an entirely different challenge. The reef here has been 

overharvested by fishing with dynamite and poison.  

 

 
Work to coral restore reefs at Maya Bay. Image: Ocean Quest Thailand 

In Thailand, Abdullah initiated the rehabilitation of Maya Bay, famous for having served as a 

location in Leonardo DiCaprio’s The Beach movie (2000). The Thai government closed Maya Bay 

in 2018 after decades of mass tourism had destroyed the coral and alienated the resident reef 

sharks. Abdullah created a tourism sustainability strategy for the 300-metre-long bay. Working 

with the national park and private stakeholders, Ocean Quest developed a sustainable tourism 

strategy and initiated coral growth. The bay reopened in spring 2022, with restrictions – visitors  
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Asia's coral gardener on a quest to save the world's 

imperilled reefs 

 

are no longer aloud to swim and long tail boats are not allowed into the bay. But visitor numbers 

were still too high and Maya Bay is closing again over the summer.   

“The national park largely followed our recommendations. But they need to stay the course, if 

Maya Bay is really to recover,” Abdullah told Eco-Business.  

With large projects running near the Red Sea resort town Hurghada in Egypt and in French 

Polynesia, Abdullah spends most of his time on the road. He’s particularly excited to travel to the 

Mergui Archipelago in the Andaman Sea, off the coast of Myanmar. Here, coral grounds have been 

devastated by dynamite fishing and a resort island has asked Ocean Quest to take a look at what 

can be done to restore coral in the area.   

In November, Ocean Quest will be presenting its work at the 2022 United Nations Climate Change 

Conference (COP27) in Egypt, to convey the urgency of coral conservation to a global audience.   

After 40 years of research, failure and success, Abdullah remains an optimist at heart. “Although a 

fair amount of the ocean’s paradise is broken, Ocean Quest made it its purpose to tend to it and 

heal it through conservation.”  
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Healthy planet needs ‘ocean action’ from Asian and Pacific 

countries 

June 26, 2022 | 5:54 pm  
By Armida Salsiah Alisjahbana 
 

 

FREEPIK 

 

AS THE Second Global Ocean Conference opens today in Lisbon, governments in Asia and the 

Pacific must seize the opportunity to enhance cooperation and solidarity to address a host of 

challenges that endanger what is a lifeline for millions of people in the region. 

If done right, ocean action will also be climate action but this will require working in concert on a 

few fronts. 

First, we must invest in and support science and technology to produce key solutions. 

Strengthening science-policy interfaces to bridge practitioners and policymakers contributes to a 

sound understanding of ocean-climate synergies, thereby enabling better policy design, an 

important priority of the Indonesian Presidency of the G20 process. Additionally, policy support 

tools can assist governments in identifying and prioritizing actions through policy and SDG 

(Sustainable Development Goals) tracking and scenario development. 

We must also make the invisible visible through ocean data: just three of 10 targets for the goal on 

life below water are measurable in Asia and the Pacific. Better data is the foundation of better 

policies and collective action. The Global Ocean Accounts Partnership (GOAP) is an innovative 

multi-stakeholder collective established to enable countries and other stakeholders to go beyond 

GDP and to measure and manage progress towards ocean sustainable development. 

Solutions for low-carbon maritime transport are also a key part of the transition to 

decarbonization by the middle of the century. Countries in Asia and the Pacific recognized this 

when adopting a new Regional Action Program last December, putting more emphasis on such 

concrete steps as innovative shipping technologies, cooperation on green shipping corridors, and 

more efficient use of existing port infrastructure and facilities to make this ambition a reality. 

Finally, aligning finance with our ocean, climate and broader SDG aspirations provides a crucial 

foundation for all of our action. Blue bonds are an attractive instrument both for governments  
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Healthy planet needs ‘ocean action’ from Asian and Pacific 

countries 

 

interested in raising funds for ocean conservation and for investors interested in contributing to 

sustainable development in addition to obtaining a return for their investment. 

These actions and others are steps towards ensuring the viability of several of the region’s key 

ocean-based economic sectors, such as seaborne trade, tourism and fisheries. An estimated 50% to 

80% of all life on Earth is found under the ocean surface. Seven of every 10 fish caught around the 

globe come from Pacific waters. And we know that the oceans and coasts are also vital allies in the 

fight against climate change, with coastal systems such as mangroves, salt marshes, and seagrass 

meadows at the frontline of climate change, absorbing carbon at rates of up to 50 times those of 

the same area of tropical forest. But the health of the oceans in Asia and the Pacific is in serious 

decline: rampant pollution, destructive and illegal fishing practices, inadequate marine 

governance and continued urbanization along coastlines have destroyed 40% of the coral reefs 

and approximately 60% of the coastal mangroves, while fish stocks continue to decline and 

consumption patterns remain unsustainable. These and other pressures exacerbate climate-

induced ocean acidification and warming and weaken the capacity of oceans to mitigate the 

impacts of climate change. Global climate change is also contributing to sea-level rise, which 

affects coastal and island communities severely, resulting in greater disaster risk, internal 

displacement, and international migration. 

To promote concerted action, ESCAP (the Economic and Social Commission for Asia and the 

Pacific), in collaboration with partner UN agencies, provides a regional platform in support of 

SDG14, aligned within the framework of the UN Decade of Ocean Science for Sustainable 

Development (2021-2030). Through four editions so far of the Asia-Pacific Day for the Ocean, we 

also support countries in identifying and putting in place solutions and accelerated actions 

through regional dialogue and cooperation. 

It is abundantly clear there can be no healthy planet without a healthy ocean. Our leaders meeting 

in Lisbon must step up efforts to protect the ocean and its precious resources and to build 

sustainable blue economies. 

 Armida Salsiah Alisjahbana is an under-secretary-general of the United Nations and executive 

secretary of the Economic and Social Commission for Asia and the Pacific (ESCAP). 
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Renewable energy dev't boosts China's pursuit for carbon 

goals 

 June 26, 2022, 7:16 pm 

 

 

Photo taken on April 13, 2022 shows a wind farm in Binhai New Area, north China's Tianjin.  (Xinhua/Sun Fanyue) 

 

BEIJING -- China has seen rapid development of renewable energy in 2021, laying a solid 

foundation for the country's pursuit of its carbon peaking and carbon neutrality goals, according 

to a report. 

  

Last year, the country's renewable energy utilization amounted to the equivalent of saving 750 

million tonnes of standard coal, helping reduce carbon dioxide emissions by about 1.95 billion 

tonnes, the report released by the China Renewable Energy Engineering Institute showed. 

  

China's installed capacity of renewable energy reached one billion kilowatts in 2021, accounting 

for 44.8 percent of the country's total installed power capacity, the report said. 

  

In terms of power generation, the country's renewable energy generated 2.48 trillion kilowatt-

hours (kWh) of electricity in 2021, accounting for 29.7 percent of the total power generation, it 

said. 

  

By the end of May this year, the country's installed capacity of renewable energy hit a new record 

high by exceeding 1.1 billion kilowatts, the report said. 
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Renewable energy dev't boosts China's pursuit for carbon 

goals 

 

The rapid development of renewable energy has made a positive contribution to building a clean, 

low-carbon, safe and efficient energy system, it added. 

  

China has announced that it will strive for peaking carbon dioxide emissions by 2030 and 

achieving carbon neutrality by 2060. 

  

The country is forging ahead in renewable energy development to improve its energy structure.  

  

According to a five-year plan issued earlier this month, by 2025, the country's annual power 

generation from renewable energy sources will reach 3.3 trillion kWh, and renewable energy 

consumption will amount to the equivalent of saving 1 billion tonnes of standard coal. 

  

China will accelerate the construction of storage facilities and upgrade its power grids to feature 

intelligent functions in an effort to accommodate the development of clean energy, according to 

the plan. (Xinhua) 
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G7 discusses energy cuts, climate 

 By Agence France-Presse 
June 27, 2022 
 

 

POTUS President Joe Biden (right) is greeted by children wearing traditional Bavarian clothes upon his 

arrival at the Franz Josef Strauss Airport in Munich, southern Germany on June 25, 2022 (June 26 in Manila), 

on the eve of the G7 summit. AFP PHOTO 

 

ELMAU CASTLE, Germany: Leaders of the Group of Seven (G7) rich nations will be under 

pressure to stick to climate pledges in Bavaria from Sunday (Monday in Manila), as Russia's energy 

cuts trigger a dash back to planet-heating fossil fuels. 

Germany finds itself in an awkward position as G7 summit host, having recently announced that 

Europe's biggest economy will burn more coal to offset a drop in Russian gas supplies amid 

deteriorating ties over the war in Ukraine. 

Chancellor Olaf Scholz nevertheless insists the G7 remains committed to the Paris Agreement of 

limiting global temperature increases to 1.5 degrees Celsius, and achieving carbon neutrality by 

2050. 

  

But concerns are growing that Scholz will use the gathering to push G7 partners to water down a 

previous promise to stop financing gas and oil projects abroad by the end of the year. 

"That would be a real setback," said Alden Meyer, a senior associate at climate policy think tank 

E3G. 

"Scholz could go down in history as the climate backtracking chancellor." 
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G7 discusses energy cuts, climate 

 

US President Joe Biden, French President Emmanuel Macron and their counterparts from Britain, 

Italy, Canada and Japan will all be joining Scholz at the luxurious Elmau Castle from Sunday to 

Tuesday. 

Thousands of people marched in the city of Munich on the eve of the summit to urge G7 leaders 

to do more to fight climate change. 

'Bitter' coal comeback 

With the impact of the climate crisis already being felt across the globe through devastating 

floods, rising seas and crop-wilting droughts, the summit will be closely watched for fresh funding 

pledges to help poor nations cope. 

But hopes of a breakthrough are low, as the conflict in Ukraine dominates the agenda and 

Western attention shifts to the vast sums that will be needed to rebuild the country. 

"Before the war there was a clear intent, also from Germany, to really deliver on climate finance 

and this seems off the table now," said Susanne Droege, a climate policy analyst at Germany's 

Institute for International and Security Affairs. 

Soaring energy prices and fears that Moscow could abruptly cut off supplies have left European 

nations scrambling to wean themselves off Russian oil, coal and gas. 

With renewables like solar and wind power not yet a widely available alternative, countries 

including Germany, Italy, the Netherlands and Austria are reverting to fossil fuels to plug the gap. 

German Energy Minister Robert Habeck, a Green party politician, called the decision to reactivate 

mothballed coal-fired plants "bitter" but necessary for energy security. 

He stressed that Germany was still on track to close its coal plants by 2030 and remained 

committed to a massive shift toward renewable energy. 

Droege said Russia's aggression in Ukraine had exposed the risks of fossil fuel dependency. 

"The only benefit of this war is that... understanding has increased that renewable sources of 

energy will pay off," said Droege. 

'Empty promises' 

Environmentalists say a key focus of the G7 climate talks should be on helping the most 

vulnerable nations that are already bearing the brunt of the climate emergency. 

"In the Horn of Africa, a terrible drought is leaving over 18 million people suffering from food 

insecurity," Ugandan youth activist Vanessa Nakate told reporters ahead of the summit. 

"We are tired of empty promises. We need the G7 countries to put money on the table for loss and 

damage." 

Scholz himself aims to launch a "climate club" that would see willing nations agree to play by the 

same rules to avoid competitive disadvantages. 
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G7 discusses energy cuts, climate 

 

This could include setting carbon pricing standards or uniform regulations on what constitutes 

green hydrogen. Japan and the United States, however, have no plans to introduce a national 

carbon price. 

Observers say strong signals are needed from the G7 ahead of the United Nations COP27 climate 

talks in Egypt in November. 

The final G7 statement will be scoured for any walking back of previous pledges, including a 

promise to largely decarbonize their countries' electricity sectors by 2035. 

A long-standing promise by wealthy nations to spend $100 billion a year from 2020 to help 

developing countries adapt to climate change remains unmet. 
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OCTA: Metro Manila logs 353 new COVID-19 cases 

By Pia Lee Brago(The Philippine Star)  
- June 27, 2022 - 12:00am 
 

  

 

Shoppers wear face masks as protection against the coronavirus disease (COVID-19) while inside a market in Marikina 

City. 

 

MANILA, Philippines — Metro Manila and Quezon City led the list of regions and cities, 

respectively, with the most number of new COVD-19 cases recorded on Saturday, the OCTA 

Research Group reported yesterday. 

OCTA fellow Guido David said Quezon City accounted for 74 of the 353 new COVID infections in 

the National Capital Region, followed by Manila with 52, Makati with 39 and Pasig with 31. 

Based on the Department of Health (DOH)’s COVID-19 tracker, 777 new COVID-19 cases were 

recorded on Saturday, bringing to 6,425 the total number of active cases nationwide. 

Outside Metro Manila, Cavite posted the most number of new COVID infections with 62 followed 

by Iloilo with 41, Cebu with 40 and Batangas with 37. 

The DOH on Saturday classified five areas in Metro Manila under moderate risk for COVID-19. 

These are Marikina, Pasig, Quezon City, San Juan and the municipality of Pateros. 

Moderate risk means a city has an average daily attack rate or ADAR of at least six COVID cases 

daily for every 100,000 population. 

The National Capital Region also posted a slight increase in COVID-19 positivity rate, according to 

the DOH. 
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OCTA: Metro Manila logs 353 new COVID-19 cases 

 

 

On Tuesday, OCTA said Metro Manila may log 1,000 new COVID cases daily by end of the month 

or early July. 

Parañaque also posted an increase in COVID-19 cases in the past days. 

Data from the local government showed that five new COVID infections were recorded over the 

weekend, bringing to 85 the total number of active cases in the city. 

Only three of 16 villages in Parañaque have no active COVID-19 cases. These are Barangays Don 

Galo, San Dionisio and Vitalez. 

Barangay BF Homes logged the most number of new COVID cases with 22, followed by Barangay 

Moonwalk with 12, Barangay Don Bosco with 12 and Barangay San Isidro with nine. 

Barangay Merville has seven active cases of COVID-19, followed by Barangay San Martin with five, 

Barangay Marcelo Green and Sun Valley with three cases each, Barangays Santo Niño and Tambo 

with two and Barangays Baclaran, La Huerta and San Antonio with one case each. 

Parañaque has registered 51,333 COVID-19 cases, 50,457 recoveries and 794 deaths since the 

pandemic started in March 2020. – Ralph Edwin Villanueva 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Source: https://www.philstar.com/nation/2022/06/27/2191107/octa-metro-manila-logs-353-new-

covid-19-cases/amp/ 

STRATEGIC  

COMMUNICATION &   

INITIATIVES  

SERVICE 

Headline 

Editorial 

Column 

Opinion 

Feature Article 

 

https://www.philstar.com/nation/2022/06/27/2191107/octa-metro-manila-logs-353-new-covid-19-cases/amp/
https://www.philstar.com/nation/2022/06/27/2191107/octa-metro-manila-logs-353-new-covid-19-cases/amp/


  

27 JUNE 2022, Monday 



June 27, 2022 

Date 

  

Page 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Please click this link: 

Source: https://youtu.be/AoVXZCD3pA8 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

STRATEGIC  

COMMUNICATION &   

INITIATIVES  

SERVICE 

Headline 

Editorial 

Column 

Opinion 

Feature Article 

 

https://youtu.be/AoVXZCD3pA8


June 27, 2022 

Date 

  

Page 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Please click this link: 

Source: https://youtu.be/TrU-0diGNpc 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

STRATEGIC  

COMMUNICATION &   

INITIATIVES  

SERVICE 

Headline 

Editorial 

Column 

Opinion 

Feature Article 

 

https://youtu.be/TrU-0diGNpc


June 27, 2022 

Date 

  

Page 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Please click this link: 

Source: https://youtu.be/Q6aNzZ0A0os 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

STRATEGIC  

COMMUNICATION &   

INITIATIVES  

SERVICE 

Headline 

Editorial 

Column 

Opinion 

Feature Article 

 

https://youtu.be/Q6aNzZ0A0os


June 27, 2022 

Date 

  

Page 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Please click this link: 

Source: https://youtu.be/eroq55RMmTY 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

STRATEGIC  

COMMUNICATION &   

INITIATIVES  

SERVICE 

Headline 

Editorial 

Column 

Opinion 

Feature Article 

 

https://youtu.be/eroq55RMmTY


June 27, 2022 

Date 

  

Page 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Please click this link: 

Source: https://youtu.be/Fsm-bBZKCu8 

 

 

STRATEGIC  

COMMUNICATION &   

INITIATIVES  

SERVICE 

Headline 

Editorial 

Column 

Opinion 

Feature Article 

 

https://youtu.be/Fsm-bBZKCu8

