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INANCE Secretary Benjamin
FE. Diokno said a robust agri-

culture growth will be a key
‘to reducing poverty incidence in
the country.

Diokno expressed optimism
that the agriculture sector, which
he described in the past as a “lag-
gard,” willbe among the drivers of
the country's economic growth as
hevowed that the governmentwill
work hard to achieve this.

The government expects the
economy to grow 6.5 to 7.5 per-
centthisyearand 6.5to8 percent
starting next year until 2028.

The Philippine économy grew

8.3 percent in the first quarter of

this year, with agriculture, for-

estry, and fishing sector posting

0.2-percent growth.

Improving the agriculture in-
dustry also plays a crucial role in
developing the agri-business sec-
tor that has an impact on manu-
facturing, he said.

"If we achieve our objective of
making the agricultural sector
more vibrant, more organized, and
more productive, [I think that will
have a big] impact on poverty in-
cidence in the Pilipinas,” Diokno
said, partly.in Bilipino, in an in-
terview over a public affairs pro-
gramrecently, noting that poverty
incidencein theagriculture sector

is also high.

“With agriculture, mining,

and then industry and services
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all growing, then we can actually
lift alot of people out of poverty,”
he added.

Thélatest official data from
the Philippine Statistics Author-
ity (PSA) showed poverty inci-
dence increased to 23.7 percent
inthe first semester of 2021 from
21.1 percentin the first semester
of 2018. This translates to 26.14
million Filipinos who lived below
the poverty threshold—estimat-
edat P12,082 on the average, for
a family of five per month—in
the first semester of 2021.

President Marcos Jr., who has
taken leadership of the Depart-
ment of Agriculture, said in his
first State of the Nation Address
(SONA) that the agricultural
sector will be “[o]ne of the main
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Agri growth key to lower poverty rate-Diokno

drivers of our push for growth
and employment.”

“Before the crisis, the Philip-
pine economy was growing be-
tween 6 to 7 percent and, in fact,
wewereclose to ouroriginal target
of reducing poverty to around 14
percent in the country by the end
of President Duterte’s term, but of
coursethevirus—the pandemic—
intervened,” Diokno said.

“We were not able to do that,
butwe areback to where we want
to be. Maybe by the end—that’s
the promise of [President Ferdi-
nand ‘Bongbong’ Marcos Jr.]—
by the end of his term, 2028,
we will cut poverty incidence in
this country to single digit—to

SEE "AcRi,” A2

cr}un‘nunﬁ FROM A1 A i
9 percent,” he added. ;

Apart from agricullure, Diokno said another key
driver of economic growth are foreign direct investments
that would enable the introduction of new technology.

He expects more foreign investments to come in
following the passage of recent economic liberalization
bills, including the amendments to the Retail Trade
Liberali_zatiun_ Act, Foreign Investments Incentives Act,
and the Public Service Acl,

“When all the foreign direct investments we are
expecting finally come in, we will achieve our targel
of 6.5 to 8 percent [gross domestic product growth]
towards the last five years of the Marcos administra-
tion,” Diokno said. ;
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~ Diokno banking
on agriculture revival

By GHIN 5. LEYCO

he Department of Finance

(DOF) stressed the critical

role of a robust agriculture

industry in growing the econ-
omy at a sustainable and inclusive
pace and supporting poverty allevia-
tion in the long term.

In a statement on Tuesday, Aug. 2,
Finance Secretary Benjamin E. Diokno
said a more vibrant, more organized,
and more productive agriculture sec-
tor will have a significant impact on
the reduction of the poverty incidence
of the country. i
° Diokno noted that the agriculture
industry was not working in the past,

with fluctuating and almost negligible
cuntri.l;%n to the economy.
The finance chief added that pov-

~ erty incidence in the agriculture sector

is also high.

He said that based on previous
performances of the economy, sus-
tained growth will help drive poverty
incidence rate reduction.

- “Before the crisis, the Philippine
economy was growing between six
to seven percent and, in fact, we were
close to our original target of reduc-
ing poverty to around 14 percent in
‘the country by the end of President
Duterte’s term, but of course the virus—
the pandemic—intervened,” he said.

~ “We were not able to do that, but

we are back to where we want to be.
Maybe by the end — that’s the promise
of [President Marcos] — by the end of
his term, 2028, we will cut poverty
incidence in this country to single digit
— to nine percent,” Diokno explained.
Diokno said that the agriculture
industry is also crucial for the devel-
opment of the agri-business sector
that has an impact on manufacturing.
He cited the high cost of the coun-
try’s agricultural products and basic
needs as the reason for the continued

high dependence on the importation

of commodities.

He said in earlier that the govern-
ment will continue importation until
domestic production increases.

President Marcos, who has taken
leadership of the Department of Ag-
riculture, said in his first State of the
Nation Address that the agricultural
sector will be “one of the main drivers
of our push for growth and employ-
ment”. P2y, ¢

According to Diokno, another key
driver of economic growth are foreign
direct investments that would enable
the introduction of new technology.

“When all the foreign direct in-
vestments that we are expecting
finally come in, then, really, we i
achieve our target of 6.5 to 8 percent
[gross domestic product growth] to-
wards the last five years of the Marcos
administration,” Diokno said.

to reduce poverty rate
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Robust agri to support poverty reduction

BY ANGELA CELIS

THE country’s finance chief
stressed the critical role of a ro-
bust agriculture sector in having a
sustainable and inclusive economic
.growth, as well as supporting pov-
erty alleviation in the long term,
according to a statement released
by the Department of Finance
(DOF) yesterday.

“If we achieve our objective
of making the agricultural sector
more vibrant, more organized

--and more productive, I think it
will have a significant impact on
the (reduction of the) poverty

incidence of the Philippines,” said.

Benjamin Diokno, DOF secretary.

{ HExb103]
|
the importation of commodities.

In earlier interviews, he said
the government will continue
in:lporta.tion until domestic pro-
duction increases.

Marcos, who has takcn lead-
ership of the Department of
Agriculture, said in his first State
of the Nation Address the agri-
cultural sector will be “one of
the main drivers of our push for
growth and employment.”

Meanwhile, Diokno said an-
other key driver of economic

Diokno said the agriculture in-
dust:ry was not working in the past,
with fluctuating and almost negli-
gible contriburion to the economy.
He also noted the high poverty
incidence in the agriculrure secror.

Based on previous perform-
ances of the economy, sustained
growth will help drive poverty
incidence rate reduction, he added.

“Before the crisis, the Phﬂlppme-

economy was grnwmg between

6 to. 7 percent and, in fact, we~

were close to our original target
of reducing poverty to around 14
pereent in the country by the end
of President Duterte’s term, but of
course the yirus — the pandemic —
intervened,” he said.

gro'wth are foreign direct
investments that would en-
able the introduction of new
technology.

“When all the foreign direct
investments that we are expecting
finally come in, then, really, we
will achieve our target of 6.5 to 8
percent (gross domestic product
growth) towards the last five years
of the Marcos administration,”
he said.

Another strategy of the gov-
ernment under its Medium-

“We were not able to do that, but
we are back to where we want to
be. Maybe by the end — that’s the
promise of (President Ferdinand
Marcos Jr) — by the end of his
term, 2028, we will cut poverty
incidence in this country to single

digit — to 9 percent,” Diokno said..
According to Diokno, the ag-

riculture industry is also crucial
for: the development of the agri-
business sector that has an impact
on manufacturing.

He cited the high cost of the
country’s agricultural products
and basic needs as the reason for
the continued high dependence on

See ROBUST > Page A2

Term Fiscal Framework is digi-
talization to promote easier
business transactions and sup-
port micro, small and medium
enterprlses.

“If we become a digital econ-
omy, poor Filipinos, using their
cellphones, can transact business
and they can do a lot of things
with digitalization. Plus, govern-
ment efficiency will improve.
They can just pay their taxes in
their app on their smartphone,”
the finance chief said.

DIOKND // '

Dickno also cited the mining
sector as ha\’lug a great potential
for supporting economic growth,
especially with the high world
metals prices.

He said the government will
focus on ensuring that all sectors,
such as agriculture, industry and
services, are growing,

*With a.griculturtt! Tnining and
then industry and services all
growing, then we can actually ].iEt

a lot of people our of [‘ov—‘rry,
Diokno said.
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HE Asian Develop-
ment Bank (ADB) has
launched a new initia-

tive to help cities across Asia
and the Pacific to meet their
climate resilience goals while
improving theirinfrastructure
and urban services.

ADBsaid the Creating Investable
Cities initiative unveiled at the
WorldCities Summitin Singapore
will provide “hands-on advisory
support and capacity-buildingre-
sources” to 20 cities in Asia and
the Pacific in the initial phase.

_ “Theinitiativewillsupportthese
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climate resilience into their poli-
cies and projects, developing local
resources mobilization strategies,
and improving their access to
private sector finance,” read the
statement of ADB.

The regional development
bank underscored that urban-

ADB HELPS CITIES MAINSTREAM CLIMATE RESILIENCE

Asia and the Pacific. In fact,
by 2030, the region will have
nearly 200 cities each with more
than a million people.

ADB noted that while cities
arethe engines of global growth,

* generating B0 percent of GDP

partner cities in mainstreaming ;aatmn is a powerful farr_e in SEE "AIJB Az

In a statement on Tuesday,

ac;:mdlng io Kawawakk, improving cities’ Iocal

x : S e =
ﬁDB. .. iy ) }i - :' L
e o ANAPY: Lot 1 resuurce mobtlization and financial quality are crucial
CONTINUED FROM A1 i in attracting private sector and climate finance for their

greener, resilient futures to enhance the quality of life
in the cities.

“'wor}dﬁiﬂé they also produce nearly 70 percent of the : : "
“ADB is committed to achieving a prosperous, in-

i  world’s greenhouse gas ern?ssmns and 50 percent of ]

iothe waste, B R clusive, resilient, and sustainable Asia and the Pacific,
i . With six of the top 10 vulnerable countries of the - while sustaining its efforts to eradicate extreme poverty.
i world located in Asia and the Pacific amid rapid ur- ‘Established in 1966, it is owned by 68 members—49

banization, its urban poor are particularly vulnerable from the region," read the ADB statement, Andrea E.

to the harsh effects of climate change. San Juan
“Cities are the front lines in the fight against climate ln=¥s R e *
change, especially as the world looks to recover and
rebuild from the pandemic,” said ADB Vice Presidént
for Private Sector Operations and Public-Private Part-
nerships Ashok Lavasa.
Lavasa added that the Creating Investable Cities
~inilialive provides practical and end-to-end advisory
service to policymakers, enabling them to tap dneﬁly
into ADB's expertise and Ilnam‘}e
Meanwhile, ADB noted that collaborations with
Makassar, Indonesia; Penang, Malaysra i bi!isl Georgia;
and Ulaanbaatar, Mongolia are ursderyvay AT o
'S Furﬂwr the regional devefopment bank noted lhﬁt
" each of these cities Is seeking advanced solutions to
‘help-them to decarbonize their electricity grid, gregin
their built environment, lmpruwmn@hmylﬁalu
~ ing through electric vehicles, transition to a circular
|. ~economy, conserve water, and enhance their urban
 service delivery and ammeangmnﬁhngh smt
| and integrated planning and investment, > Tl
B e, Hap paﬂ;Bruno Carrasco, the Director General
.o ADB gSus”tamath.')evalapmml anr}{:hmate Change
m&;rﬁl that the cities need to intensify
“their r§ y infend to atfain climate fesilience.
. “Cities cannot ;Bﬁnltnu& on a business-as-usual
#appwa:h if they want ru mq],meg[“chmata targets,’
S wﬁrm- N i

to malnsrraa
Y ing by leveraging

and overnance expertise and

s forknowledge lransfer and
s oo,

Prt' f to the uns&augh’r uf the Covid-19 pandemie,
ADB estimated that Asia-Pacific needs to raise almost
$1.7.trillion per year to close its infrastructure gap, $200

- billion of which should come from the private sector,

“Covid-19 highlights the urgency of preparing cities
to leverage the privale sector’s innovation, efficiency,
and finance to close the huge infrastructure gap that
prevents cities !rnm reaching their economic potential,”.
said Head of ADB's Office of Public- Private Partnersh;P
| F Cleo Kawawaki..

L .y
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bra quake revives lawmakers’ call.

Bx Jovee MARIE N. DELA CrRUZ
¥ @joveemarie

- T.H more than 8,000
) families or over 33,000
persons displaced by the

magnitude 7 earthquake that jolted
Northern Luzonlast week, lawmak-

ersarepushingfor the establishment
of fully equipped, fully operational

-evacuation centers in the country,

Camarines Sur Reps. LRay Villa-

. fuerte, Miguel Luis Villafuerteand

Tsuyoshi Anthony Horibata and
Bicol Saro Rep. Nicolas Enciso VIII
filed House Bill 1091 providing for
immediate and temporary accom-

modation for people whohave been
evacuated or dislocated from their
homesbecause of emergencyevents
such as earthquakes, typhoons,
floods, storm surges, droughts
and other severe climate distur-
bances, fires and disease outbreaks
that present imminent danger to
life and property.

As thousands of families were
forced to flee their homes and seek
shelterin temporaryevacuation cen-
ters or makeshift tents or stay with
their relatives or friends after the
July28temblor, President Ferdinand
“Bongbong” Marcos Jr. ordered dur-
inghis subsequent inspection of the

for permanent evacuation centers

quake-hit areas the distribution of
tarpaulins for the temporary make-
shiftsheltersoftheaffected families.

“The dislocation of thousand of
families as an offshoot of the mag-
nitude 7 earthquake that jolted
Abra and other parts of the North
has underlined anew the urgency
of establishing disaster-resilient
evacuation centers for the tempo-
rary shelter of those adversely af-
fected by the onslaught of natural
calamities and disease ocuthbreaks,”
said Rep. LRay Villafuerte.

“The Covid-19 pandemic,
the climate crisis and this lat-
est earthquake have heightened

the need Tor the construction of
permanent evacuation centers
in every city and municipality to
ensure thatevacueeshave enough
safe, well-ventilated, comfort-
able private spaces to go to dur-
ing times of disasters,” added
Villafuerte, who is also the vice
president for political affairs of
the National Unity Party (NUP).

HB1091 providesthatevacuation
centers shall be constructed and de-
signed to withstand super typhoons
or wind speeds of at least 300 kilo-
meters per hour and seismic activity
of at least 8.0 magnitude.

The bill specifies that these fa-

cilities must be calamity-resilient,
built with sturdy materials and in
accordancewith the specifications of
Republic Act (RA) No. 6541, other-
wiseknownasthe “National Building
Code of the Philippines,” or shall be
at par with the standards set by the
International Building Code.

“The Philippines is susceptible
to natural hazards, unforeseen
disasters and other calamities be-
cause of its location along the so-
called ‘Pacific Ring of Fire, an area
where earthquakes and volcanic
eruptions are more recurring than
in any other areas of the world,”
Villafuerte and his three HB 1091

co-authors said in their bill.

They pointed out in HE 1091
that catastrophic incidences create
‘adisastrous statein the lives of the
Filipino, and that “among the Fili-
pinos, the underprivileged are the
ones who suffer the most during
these times. They have lost their
shelters; they have no food to eat;
sometimes, even lives are taken by
these calamities.”

Thebill tasked the Department of
Environmentand Natural Resources
(DENR) todeterminethelocation of

"every evacuation center, in close co-
ordination with the particular local
government unit (LGU) concerned.
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THE Department of Environment and Natural Re-
sources (DENR) said it is preparing to participate
‘inan ASEAN collaborative project on large marine
ecosystems (LMEs), which is funded by the Global
Environment Facllity (GEF).
. "The project is expected to complement our
* existing efforts in the Philippines towards produc-
tive partnerships with the neighboring countries in
erms of scaling up management under the regional

D

rogram to jointly manage

arge marine ecosystems

members.

livelihood for fishermen. LMEs are marine areas
extending beyond national boundaries.
“It aims to develop and improve the manage-

- ment of networks of marine protected areas (MPAs)
+ and marine corridors within selected LMEs in the

ASEAN region for the conservation of globally
significant biodiversity. It will support sustainable
fisheries and other ecosystem goods and services,”
the DENR added.

. The collaboration will involve the Philip-

ec- _ pines, Indonesia, and Thailand, with ultimate

participation targeted at least five ASEAN




~ STRATEGIC
COMMUNICATION
AND

_—-
InimiaTIVES

UPPER PAGE 1

STORY

BANNER
STORY

EDITORIAL CARTOON

LOWER

-q.--' SERVICE 08_03.—22
me._ Solor Sees, consengos, on Slicogter Agency e 45 P“‘-&Lﬁb‘é’ 2099,
Creod on —

b Rep 2 .ris-;nm i
ay Jo-ey ‘sees a
in the creation of a disas-

inCon-

HOUSE

pnulﬂnt

ﬁth
m?‘aﬁedﬂw ﬂxstve!do;\ of
?ﬂdﬂthm(m

twioeappmved,hﬂfaﬂedto off
the Senate. get
“The creation of a DRR has once

igain became an urgent issue in the
wakenftheenmugﬁ ravished

~ from his

wrllmg to support a versmn dDWl'l-
ding it to an ‘under the
of the Presl

mﬁéngtmmm

asit

moves fm"ward ﬁ:vwards PB M’s

desk.”

Hehad ear].ler challenged the Sen-
ate to take the bill up and said he was
more = bmaboutﬂ'nehﬂi’sihanc-
es under Zubiri’s Senate presidency
The DRR bill has been déclared a
priority legislation by the pastadmin-
istration.

Salceda said a downsized agency
will do as

" can'tbe &dlmkloperahm\alazanon,

aslongasnt

key elements,

the way the OCD-N'DRRMC (or the
Office of Civil Defense-National Di-

m&tmdmk Reduction Manage-

froabinivesinly

ity
good. I also

3 I
‘Salceda said the critical a: t will
be the abolition of the NDR ,'"l.n-
'~ stead of a council, the t of

.'&s::ﬁrs mu.sthe msﬁtuhoml instead

bu as itki: n’I?ttm
council| tanéﬁency ‘am o t
mmy ition,” he stressed. %

other element, Salceda said,
would be the abﬂityboxnobilizenahon—-

" al resources at the most crucial mo-
'ments. “So;cmholover&\eN’DRRM
- Fund will be critical,” MWWt.
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MGB, and other disaster
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research and detection the existing agencies, the  known as anexperﬁn 1—

agency can focus on. saster risk reduction dur-
omﬂﬂummpmtfbm]d~ ing his term as Albay gov-
leading to ernor. Many of his strate-
E:lhsﬁvbeenadapﬂdbx q

govmantum
wasaconstantawardeein
national

ﬁokamaf the United
5 ations Intemahm}!:}
- Strategy for Disaster
- duction.
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SULTAN KUDARAT
5.5 QUAKE SHAKES

By ELLALYN DE VERA-RUIZ

DATE

Cotabato City felt the quake Santos City and Cotabato City,

The Philippine Institute of
Volcanology and Seismology
(Phivoles) has recorded a56-
magnitude earthquake in Sultan
Kudarat province Tuesday
afternoon.. -

Phivoles said the guake
struck 36 kilometers northwest
of Lebak, Sultan Kudarat at
1:24 p.m., with a depth of 36
kilometers.

at Intensity 11 (weak), while

General Santos City felt it at

Intensity II (slightly felt).
Meanwhile, it was “scarcely

‘perceptible” at Intensity I in

Zamboanga City.
Phivoeles! instruments

~also recorded the quake at
. Intensity IV in T'boli, South
" Cotabato; Intensity III in Santo

Nifio and Koronadal City in
South Cotabato and Kiamba in

Sarangani; Intensity Il inGeneral

and Malungon and Maasim
in Sarangani; and Intensity
1 in Zamboanga City, Davao
City, Cagayan de Oro City, and
Kidapawan City. £

Phiveles noted that the
earthquake was tectonic, which
means it was caused by the
movement of an active fault
near the area.

It advised the public to stay
vigilant as aftershocks may
occur.
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Magnitude 5.1 quake
Joits Easiern Samar

MAGNITUDE
.‘ﬂ.-‘lnl.n early Tuesday, the Philippine
of Volcanology and Seismolog
portec

n General M

dan in Eastern Samar;
{JH[] ana, Palo and i acloban City in Leyle.
Phivolcs also recorded the following instru-
tal intensities:

20g0d, Sou
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PHIVOLCS

LALIE -]

“The' tremors are vol-
canic earthquakes signi-
fying fluid or move-

ment,” said Phivoles Di- |

rector Renato Salidum-

may Jr.
{Inder Alert’ Level 1,

- hazards that could threat-

en areas within Taal’s per-
manent dan Zone dare
sudden steam-driven or
phreatic explosions, volca-
nic earthquakes, minor ash
falls, and expulsions of
volcanic gas. - ’

. Entry into the perma-
nent d T ZODE, remains
pro}dbitzs;_ , especially in the

vicinity of the main crater

and the Daang Kastila fis-

sure. ax]:;:-{ and boat-
, ing on Taal Lake are like-
wise prohibited.

The agency is also urg-
ing pilots to avoid flying
close to the volcano. Air-
borne ash, ballistic frag-
ments from explosions,
and wind-remobilized ash
may pose hazards to air-
craft.

Phivoles said that sul-

fur dioxide flux avera
2,306 tons on August 1.
In addition, a volumi-
nousplume emission reach-
ing 1,200 meters high was

alse obsérved for the ‘past
24 hours

Phivolcs added that
these tremors have no rela-
tion to the itude 7.0
earthquake that

jolted
Northern Luzon. :



