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CONFIRMED The Commission on Appalntments confirmed on Tuesday, Sept. 27, 2022, the ad interim appolntments of Secretary Conrado Estrells
IIl of the Department of Agrarian Reform, Secretary Toni Loyzaga of the Department of Environment and Natural Resaurces, Secretary Christing
Frasco of the Department of Tourism, and 63 military officers. (Avite Dalan) . . ?
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Natural Resources pemnd inspect the narra flitches confiscated at the Cagayan Valley
Product Monitoring Station checkpoint ml.'aithtam,.l.ntn, Nueva Yizcaya on Monday,
Sept, 26, 2022, PHOTOC COURTESY OF DENR-PENKO NUEVA VIZCAYA

Valley Praduct Monitoring Station
checkpoint in Calitlitan, Asitao,
Nueva Vizcaya, the Department of
Enwvironmentand Natural Resources
(DENR) Region 2 said,
Regional Fxeculive. Dir

Gwendolyn Bamhalal‘l o L-he
DENR-2 said in a news Hrgeﬁn;g

=

million on Monday atthr'- flitc

that the forest protection team

litches with approximate volume
of 2,520.75 board feet;

Rommel Mercado, a 37-year-old
driver from San Miguel, Bulacan,
said the lumber came from Eulav
nago, Tabuk, Kalinga.

‘Mercado and his helper, Warwin
Critz, Wﬁk’haﬁ uwimpafm- 18-
tody in Atitan while charges were
being readied,

checkpoints within the north and

south exits of the Cagayan Valley

region,” Bambalan said.
Bambalan earlier ordered in a

'mﬂmﬁmmlmanwnmnﬁt

ence for stringent forest protection
and law enforeement convergence

seized an ac

S selzed

Wi #J. Fa's
bmmm'e vlgﬂanmnd alerting the
forest protection officers assigned
at the 26 mobile and stationary

Hocos, Cagayan

regions.
‘agents earlier
P5 million
worth of illegal logs in Nueva
Vizcaya on September 12 and 14,
The seizures are part of the
implementation of 8ection 68 of
Presidential Decree 705 known
as the "Forestry Reforn Code of
the Philippines” as amended by

Executive Order 277,

VINCE JACOE VISAYA
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House reso seeks probe into
degradation’ of Sierra Madre

By Jover Marie N. Dera Cauz
¥ @iovecriere

E chairman of the House

I Committes on Natural Re-

sourcesfiled House Resolution
430 seeking a congressional probe
into the reported degradation of the
Sierra Madre mountain range and to
loak for ways to pratect it,

Cavite Rep. Elpidio Barzaga Jr.
sald there is a need to conduct an
investigation, in aid of legisla-
tion, on the alleged degradation
of Sierra Madre Mountains “and
hew we shall protect our ‘mother,
mountain range’ to prevent the
occurrence of floods in various
places in the Philippines™

"There is an urgent nead to de-

termine whether human activity,
" such as illegal logping, g_old‘ min-

ing, limestone mining, construc-
tion aggregate quarrying, defor-
estation and dam construction
are being conductéd at the Sierra
Madre Mountains,” Barzags said
in the resolution.

If such acts are being conduct-
ed, the administration lawmaker
said, "Thereisaneed to confirm if
therewere corresponding permits
issued by the concerned govern-
ment agencies.”

“Ifindeed permits were issued,
were there environmental impact
assessments regarding their ef-
fect to the Sierra Madre moun-

tains?” asked the lawmaker, who *

isamemberof the National Unity
Party (NUF). & e

The rezclution cited Article 2,
Section 16 of the Constitution,

which provides that the state shall
&

“protect and advancethe rightaf the
people to a balanced and healthful
ecalogy in accord with the chythm

and harmony of nature.”

The Sierra Madre mountains,
called the "backbone of Luzon,” is
the longest mountain range in the
Philippines which has a total land

~area of 2.8 million hectares that

spans from Cagayan province in
the north to Quezon province in
the south 2nd encompassing the
10 provinces of Cagayan, lsabela,
MNueva Vizcaya, Quirino, Aurora,
Nueva Ecija, Bulacan, Rizal, La-
guna and Quezon,

The resolution said the “Mather
Mountain Range playsanimportant
role by acting as a natural shield
against typhoons and floods com-
ing from the Pacific Ocean. Its wa-
tershed supports the water system
of Central Luzen, Cagayan Valley
and Metro Manila.”

“It 15 home to flora and fauna, in-

 cluding the Philippine eagle and the

golden-crowned flying fox. It is also
home fnﬁdf&rﬂllihdjgﬂnmpeu‘
ples holding Certificate of Ancestral
Domain Titles or ancestral domiain
elairne groups,” it said,

The resolution also cited role
of Sierra Madre as the country's
protector from the recent Ty-

- phoon “Karding,” Typhoon "Om-

pong" in 2018, and Typhoons
*Lawin” and "Karen ™
*Unfortunately, it has not fully
protected the town of San Miguel,
Bulacan from the Typhoon Kard-
ingsince thistown has experienced
irs worst flooding that killed five
provincial anti-disaster rescuers,”
Barzaga said.
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Renew the call to save
Sierra Madre today

en Typhoon Karding was announced

last weekend to have undergone “ex-

plosive intensification,” all of us were

also intensely worried, especially after

PAGASA raised the alarm to signal number five
in some areas of Luszon, Preparations were made.
Events were canceled, Prayers resounded inside
churches during Sunday worship, asking for Divine
Intervention to stifle the strength of a superstorm,
As the typhoon barreled irs way on the eastern
part of Luzon, those who were monitoring PAGASA’s
online typhoon tracker noticed something peculiar.

The eye of the storm was lingering a bit on Luzen's |

“backbone," which made it Iose some strength in
the process.

When (he perilous strong umds and massive rain
didn't arcive as expected, there were those who at-
tributed it to luck or to an answered prayer. But in
creality, that answered prayer is that backbone — the
mountain range called Sierra Madre.

' Soon, online posts were filled with' hashtags-
( highlighting Sierra Madre's role to'avert disaster.

The topic trended and eves were now on the longest
mountain rangein the country, which spans almost
500 kilometers and straddles 10 provinces. Sierra
Madre’s role is perhaps best described by the origin
of its name: “sierra” is Spanish for saw (the tool},
while sierra in English means long jagged mountain

“chain; “madre” is mother. At the height of Karding's

‘might, Sierra Madre became a "“motherly shield,"
protecting the lowlands from further harm.
According to ecology group Harlbon Foundation,
“Karding's impact slowed down while traversing the
Sierra Madre Mountain range since the area has a
large surface of slopes, curves, and forested areas."”
It also added that Sierra Madre is “home Lo a large
number uf wildlife species alud provides fresh wa-

ter to the people of Metro Manila, Cagayan, Nusva
meya,mzal Laguna, among others.”

On the part of the World Wide Fund for Nature-
Philippines, it 1s renewing calls to “save Sierra Madre
today and every day." “It plays a very impaortant role
by acting as a natural shield against typhoons and
floods coming from the Pacific Ocean. With the ris-
ing sea levels, it is moxe than vital that we protect
the Sierra Madre and all the forests in the counftry.”

Haribon and WWF-Philippines are joined by
environmental organizations calling on the govern-
ment, the private sector, and the Filipino people
to once and for all put resources to protect Sierra
Madre, Words are not enaugh-as action is necdead
For example, Harlbon is increasing reforestation
coverage in Sierra Madre and training indigenous
tribes of Quezon to help protect the area. “What
we need to realize as a country is that there is
a way to work with nature to achieve economic
development while being responsible stewards of
the environment. Thiswill benefit humans in the

. long run, as our reseurces for air, water; and food

are protected.”

With Sierra Madre still a trending topic, Con-
gress mist hasten institutionalizing protection of
this natural asset. Rizal 4th District Representative
Fidel Nograles filed House Bill 1972, which seeks o
establish a Sierra Madre Development Authority,
tasked to oversee the area and rid LtufﬂlcgalluggmL
and destructive practices.

Considering the vital role of the Sierra Madre, it
is guite ironie that we only give attention tuitduring
a natural disaster. What happens when we're ool
talking about typhoons? Will saving and proteci-
ing Sierra Madre be placed at the backburner once
again? We hope not as we don't know what we've
got until i's gone.

LMIORIAL  CAETOON
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Renew the call to save
Sierra Madre today

When Typhoon Earding was
announeed last weekend to have
undersone “explosive intensi-
[cation” all of us were also n
tensely worried, especially afler
PAGASA maised the alarm to sig-
nal nurnber five in some areas of
Luzon. Preparalions were made,
Events were canceled, Prayers
resounded inside churches dur
ing Sunday wership, asking for
Hﬂfma mtenwﬁ:{oﬁE tw stifle’the
slrenglh of a superstorm.

- Ag the typhoon tmana-leﬂ its
way on the eastern part of lu
zom, Lhose who were monitering

PAGASAs online typhoontracker

noticed something peculiar. The
eve of the storm was lingering a
biton Lizzom's “backbone which
madeitlosesome strength in the
proCess.

When Lhe perilous strong
winds and massive rain didn’t
arrive as expected, thers were
those who atiributed it to ek

o b an answered prayer, Bulin.

reality, that answered prayer is
thal backbone  the mountain
range called Sierra Madre.

So0r, onling prsts wers filled
with hashtags highlighling Sierra
Madre’s voleto avert disaster. The

-topic trerded and eyes wers now

on the longest mountinrange in
the country, which spans almaost
500 kilumeters and straddles 10
p_rm-im:es. Sierra Madre's role

is perhaps best described h:.r
Lhe origin of its name: "sierry’
ig Spanish for saw (the Lool),
while sierra in English means
long jageged mountain chain;
“madre” is mother. AL the height
of Karding's might, Sierra Madre
became a “motherly shield.”
pratecting the lowlands From
lurlher harm.

Aceording to ecology group
Haribon Foundation, “Karding's
irmpact slowed dowm while Lee
versing the Sierra Madre Moun
Lain range since the ared has a
large surfane of slopes, curves,
that Sierra Madre is “home to a
large number of wildlife spevics
and provides fresh water to the
people of Metro Manila, Cagayar,
Murva Vizeaya, Rizal, Laguna,
among others”

“On the part of the Waorld Wide
Fund for Nature Philippines, it
is renewing calls to “save Sierra
Madre today and every day.’ "It

plays a very important role by

acting as anatural shield against
typhoons and floods coming
frum the Pacific Ueean. Withthe
rising sea levels, It is more than

wital that we protect the Sietra

Madre and all the forestsin the
counbey”

Haribon and WWE-Fhilippines
are joined by environmental
organizativns callingonthe gov-
ermrment, the private sector, and
the Filiping people to ance aid
for all put resourees Lo protect
Sierra Madre. Words are nat
enough asactio is needed. For
oxample, Haribon is increasing
reforeslalion coverage in Sierrs
Madee and training indigenoos
Lribes of Quezon Lo help prolect
the areq. “What we need Lo re-
alize as a country is that there
i a wav to work with nature to
achieve econommic development
while beingresponsible stewards
al the environment. This will
benefit humans in the long man,
a5 our respurces [or air, water,
and food are protected.”

With Sierra Madrestill atrend
ing topic, Congress muist hasten
institulionalizing protection
of this nalural asset. Rizal 4th
District Representative Fidel
Nograles filed House Hill 1972,
which seeks to estahlish .1511:1"[&
Mudre Development Authority,
taskad to oversee the area and rid

it of illezal Ingging and destrie- .

tive praclices,

Conzidering the vital role of
theSierra Madre, it is uite ironic
that we only give attention o it
during 4 nalural disaster. What
happens when we're not talk-
ing about Lyphoons? Will saving
and protecting Sierra Mardre be
placed at the backburner o
amain? We hope not as we don't
know what we've got until it's
BT,
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MUKHANG natututo naang mararmi sa ating mga
kababayan sa ginagawang pashahanda sa fuwing
may paparating na malakas ne bagyo.

_ llang araw haga ang pananalasa ng Super
Typhoon ™ Karding” {Intemational narme: Mond), rag-
babala na agad ang mga kinauukulan sa inaasa-
hang pananalasa nito.

Sinuspinde rgad ngrr'gﬂel:a‘rl:lﬂmgpaﬁicsa
mga opising at paaratan, Gayundin, hind na ph’lﬂ—
pasak ng national gavernment sa frabaho ang mga
kawani ng pamahaiaan para makasama ang kani-
kanilang mahal sa buhay sa oras ng pananalasa
ng bisgyu. .

Ang lahat ng sangay ng gobyermo na may
mmmml'mmﬂasammadaym ;
na nagsipag-alertn. Bagama't may mga lugar na
pininsaia ang bagyong Karding sa pag-landfall rito
sa hahagi ng Luzon, marami ang sobrang na-
mangha sa mabifis na paghupa ng super typhoon,

_ May mga lugar na inaasahang sasalantain ng
bagyo ang hindi na it halos nadaanan. Marami
layting mga kabeabayan na nakahinga nang malu-

sapagkat nakaligtas sa pagkawasak ang ka-

mga bahay, pananimat buhay 8

‘Sabi tuloy ng marami, sisiw narman pala si Kar-
ding na ikinukumpara sa lakas ng bagyong Ondoy
at volanca,

~"an ang kanilang akala. Lingid & kanilang
kaalaman, ang inaasahang lakas ng bagyong Kar-
ding na mananalasa sana sa ilang bahagi ng Lu-
zon ay humina sa tulong ng Sisrra Maxdre, Ang
Sierra Madra na siyang pinakamahabang bundok
sa bansa na nasa eastem corridor ng Luzon js-
“land, ay matagal nang nagsisibing tagaprotekia sa
Metro Manila at fang probinsiya laban sa mga kale-
midad. Malagal nang nagiging epektibong "barrier”
&ng Sierma Madra laban sa malalakas na bagyong
parating mula s& Pacific Ocean bago pa manalanta
5@ Luzon. "It was one of the [aclors that wea-
kened the typhoon because a storm weakens
after a land interaction. SierraMadre is a rugged
tarrain so Kamtng naturally lost some strangth,”
ayon nga sa isang wealher specialist.

Maraming-maraming saiwnatﬁbnahhdm
Ngunit sadyang tampalasan atwalang utang na
I sa Sierra Made ang aa@mtauharmakahia
ngrﬂﬂlm.lll:mqﬂtmmg naidudulol nito sabu-
hay a&lrahuhayan ng marami, Patuloy na sinisira
ngiba'tibang aktibidad ng mga tao ang forest ha-
bﬂ!‘gSh?ﬂ

Ang mgw_amang resow'c._es_nltc ay matagal
nang panakong ginagahasa ng llegal logging
operstors, mining at development prajects, kung
knyanﬂaapgmnmnannangkanyangm
syslem al kakayahan nitong maprotektahan nang
lubusan ang Luzen sa mga bagyo,

Sinasabing ang fores! degradation ng tinats-
yang 1,400 ektarya kada taon sa pamarmagitan
13 lligal na pagtotroso, pagkaksingin, fuat—ﬂmd
collection, ilegal hunting at residential
aypatuloy na sumisira sa kabundukan ng
hhci"&

~ Dapal nang kumilos ang lahat para protekia-
han din ang Sierra Meadre. Imbes na patuloy na’
- wasakin at pabaysan, Iwmﬁaimgmgmmﬁusm
gobyemo, ang lahat ng ahensya st ang mga tao sa
pag-rehabilitate at consenation ng mga natural na
“barriers"sa bansa kagaya ng Sierra Madre. .
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wWOETH THE SACRIFICE Masungi SGeore

serve Foundation (MG staff members celabrate the latest glebal recognition they

hawve earned at the gropark's wekb-

ke sbsarvation past. The colors represent the 17 Ynited Mations Sustainable Development oals That hind countries to wark for paaee and prasperty. — mer pHoTa
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AFTER AN UNEASY WEEK, MASUNGI FOREST PROTECTORS BAG UN AWARD

By Dampasy Reyes
dempseyreveslHNO

the many challenges i
faces, including recemt com
cerma cansed by the presence
af armesd mer e che ansa iLois
masked o profect, the Masosgd
Georeservny Prundation (MZTF]
wan an avward from e Unit-
2d Wadons for iz efforts w re-
sare and safemmard a swath afa
raunforest in Bizal province and
inspiie e youth o *lip the
sCTipt” tar climate acti

Ann and Gillie Dumaliang,
rrastess and cofounders of the
foundation, recsived e UN
Sustalmable Developnenr Soals
s0Ge) Acoien Award In caremo-
nieg hald in Bann, Germany on
Tuesday (sawe day in banilaj

The 504, a ool ot 7
terlinket glabal targets secvimg
a5 a “shared blusprint o pesace
and pruspesity [or peoplke amd
the plansar, now and iooo the
fumre.” were 320 0p In s by
tha LM Goneral Assembly. (o
teaded (o be achieved Ly 2040,
the 508 are an urgent call ror
scrion by all countries to rec-
zgnize chat ending paverty
and other deprivadcis must
0 - and-in-hand widy STrane-
gies that improve health and
education, redoce  inequality,
and spur sconmmis growth—all
willile Lackling closate Change

AN

‘nlcan T che park rngers

and working o preserve the
oceans and forests,

The UN 300G Acdon Awards
aonord changemakers and ini-
datives that deive mansforoa-
dwe action arouod the waorld
Izs 2022 editien recelved mare
than 3,000 applications from
aver 1o counrries in rthree
alegoiiss—Monillze,  [naplre
and Copnect—and a separars
rwiard recogrizing chanpemak-
=g The Masungh project swan ln
the (nspire category,

For the park rangers

In her acceprance spaech,
Billie dedicamed the UM rocog
1
Masung, the foundation’s al-
lies, parners and the people of
the cemmmmunine who helped the
praject endure, tut added thac
thair woek "rontinues oo be un-
dermined and nnderspparred
I Qg Doure S y.”

She  also  dedicared the
sward t the “quamying com-
panies, land grabbers and their
zhablers i e gevelmnent”
that she pledged o chalienge
during her speech

“Ta che peopls who have
said we wre dreaming toe big,
thar This 1s the way (hings have
lways been, and that we ame
pushing too far, this is for pow™
Eillie stressed. sarming a tound
Jf applause from e audience.

A REMIMDEE THAT WE WILL WNOT STZR Biilie Dumafiang,

a trustea and cofnundear of Masungi Sanreserva Founda-

tion, racaives the UM Sustainabla Davolopment Goals Action
Avward in Bonn, Germany, on Tugsday, —SCREINSHOT FROM THEUN

TOUTUBE SHAMMEL

“This isa remunder that we will
aE 3Lom.”

"We are not only represei-
o Masungi We ae tepresent-
g all Fllpines who suffer che
mnst from the climare crisis
and we are representing all =n
viauenl  Jdelfzolers  cisking
chelr |twes tor our shared o-
rure.” ghe poirted oue

wih ine award
The UN 3040 Actlon Award
was the 1eth thar Masungi
Foondation had meoeived from
International srganizations for
il teloreslaliva =furis.

lesagibing Masung’s e
torez a3 Inapiring. the SDG
awards clred how dey helped
shape Phillpgine polickes that
led o chree legizlacve inguirles
and issnances af o cease-and
decist orders in the watershed.

Fouh [lsase] been de Lai-
alvsi tor che Masung Geapark's
sccomplishments and make up
the core t=am of the managing
trusless,  Culy  showing  how
they can flp the sclpt for cli-
mare action, conservanion and

Ie poimtad aur ghar ondy 3 per-
zent af the primary forests re-
makned indhe Fulippines due mo
TAMIENT deforesianon and poos
apvircaunental enfarcement.

The  Masungl Teoresarws
zasl of Magila is a nigroiEn
a1t these problems o a - highby
wmsitive Karst (0 ropography
Formed fram the dissciuticn of

satuble rocks) kudscape which
5% 8

il filter [or v
CHE  SUTOUne
icyg watershed is threacensd b
|and eraMicking cher Blema
activities, exacerbated by cor-
rmpeinm. This leads ta the racac-
tion of e clean water supply
far about go.co0 people whilst
increasing Mood risks” i said

Thraugh an  agreament
Signes with the govemmens in
aCl7 hrouph the Depactinet
af Enwircfiment and Natural
Reégources then wnder Enpwvi-
tunment Secretary Gina Lopes,
‘the Masungi Georessryve Do
-arne ane of rhe bipaess coliah-
aragwve reforesmtian sffares in
Ure towuley using seli-general-
af hamds fram gedlourisme” i
recalled, addiing:

Over 200 hectares of Laond
aas been rescued, 7 rangor
sations aned 18 kbzmecers of
moniroring trails establsEhed,
10 FATEETS - and =00 PArtners
engaged and aver o0 house-
1olels - have Benn supported.

of Sloa
BUL Oo
THie= [T
ewach e o
i

s by he

time

Abalos,

iice aml

ingpected Masn nSepr 73
i1 anath-

et ivpinenc For
MGF, the

plans 0 rEview 105

ment with the i

along with doce with
privare izaiions wsuigned
oo ook 2 t2red arsas. o
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PROTECT MASUNGI, PASS NATIONAL LAND USE AT NOW

ARTICLEII, Sectiom 16 of the 1987
Philippine © Constitution  states
that “The State shall protect and
adhvance the right of the people
to a balanced and healthful ecol-
opgy in accord with the rhythm
and harmony of nature” Read-
ing this pordon of our Consttu-
tion miakes you feel all warm and
fuzzy and hopeful for a world or
atleast a nation that respects and
nurtures the bounty of Mother
Namre—plants, trees, marine
life, animals, water, air that we
breathe. God-given natural re-
sources of water, air, and land,
plus animals that have been in
existence long before human

stewardship of Mother Nature,
of planet Earth, falls on our fal-

in Tanay, Rizal, plus the seemity,
gilence of the LOU in that area,
miakes you think if Section 16 5
just good on paper and if it trans-
lates at all. *The State shall PRO-
TECT and advance the RIGHT of
the People..” It is good that the
Department of the Intecior and
Local Government and the PNP
have stepped up in the recent
Masungi issue. What the peo-
ple hope to be more VOCAL and
AGGRESSIVE in protecting the
environment for the future gen-
eration is, well, the department
that has ENVIRONMENT in its
name. This iz a LITMUS TEST
for the newly appointed DENR
secretary. Flease be more asser
tive and spineful {as opposed 1o
spineless) in issues like this. The

lible human shoulders, more so
on thase people holding power-
ful key povernment positions,
whose advocacy and mere signa-
ture on a certain bill to be passed
greatly impacts the fate of our
nation and its future generations.
Since its declaration as a
protected area In 2om, Masungi
Georeserve has been embartled
by illegal constructions of pri-
wafe resorts and cormumercial es-
tablishinents, allegedly owned
by retired and active Philippine
MNational Police officials and gov-
ernment officials. As an ordinary
thinking Juan dela Cruz, it baffles
me how such man-made seruc-
tures were allowed togain ground
on a GOVERNMENT-PROTECT-
ED SITE. Do the owners have per-

Cou s voice of the late Ms.
Gina Lopez, with a short-lived
sint as DENR secretary, is very
much missed in rimes like this.
In relation to the Masungi
standoff, NOW 15 THE TIME
for the natioal land use act Lo
be ENACTED ASAP. This hill
has been collecting cobwehs n
Congress for 25 years now. The
Philippines has 30 million hect-
ares of land and inland waters
{source: Food and Agriculture
Otganization of the United Na-
'tions, 2020). As of 2020, around
iod  million people utilized
these land areas. The passage of
House Bill No. 5240, aka nation-
al land use act, ensures us that
the 30 million hectares of land
and inland waters will not all

mits from the local government
to erect such structures in the
first place? Or mayhe the [ocal
government unit (LGLY) was not
aware that such constmction was
taking place under their nos=s? |
don’t know. Pondering on this
chest-pain-inducing topic make
me consider conspitacy theories
Sanpa-sanga, kawing-kawing na,
50 to speak.

The news of armed securicy
men “guarding” a certain afez in
the 2700 hectares of forest land
in the embattled georeserve,
with claims that their employer
is the rightful owner of that land,
along with the unexpected reac-
tion from the loral Departmen!
of Environment and Namral Fe-
sources (DENE) representative

be converted into subdivisions,
parking lots, and more com-
mercial establishments, Passing
the bill into law ensures us food
security as well. Farm lands will
remain as farm lands, not as ex-
pansion areas for subdivisions.
Frotected areas for the rehabil-
itation and presention of our
ecosystem ensure a future still
teeming with verdant land and
healthy wildlife, marine life, and
domestic animals. We cannot
eat cement from subdivisions if
tha time comes.

Nature can exist without
man. Man cannot exist without
nature,

PAMELA L CLAVERIA, MD,
dokceemitch@amail.com
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— Shnnﬂs

weekends were spenlw:l:h my three

: ﬂnpcs, sweating out and sun-baking

our backs while planting trecs.

Each chitrch E'l.'ergbehefand peT-
L Euasion mlli;l ferting the Pinoy

landscape wasphied outwitha preach-

CTar

faith in that hinterland comumuni

.W::-saw;usteﬁdmmqrg p
firecacklir hhaﬂmpdfchidm‘wr..
ke splintered skeletons,
dnmmgﬂw!mﬂﬂapeﬁwndtﬁlh s

dawn, Thus u._'tnt v oF 'EE‘-BE :
reforestation work, each [

patd‘mfymn\ghﬁrnw_fuﬂqtﬂuul
‘up as ashes.

People necd trees, Treeste turn out
foud and chuen out oxygen to break
down nutrientsin food, the same air—
bmldedtuh;lund &B'L'll.ltﬁﬂ 'E!:ne-selinutn—

ts throughout body to keep 1i_
ful!jr nourished and alive; same air
Tikea tender caress on human

brain

Ba.m'lf and mbuition.
chemisiry, M'I:it?Alltui-d,wncanuse
tmesimsunm hmb:.tm.ﬂ.ﬁvc.

=

Pruls toworkour less-than=valid claim
s bbb o b
Make a wild guess, mwa !
l'-'mp!eneﬂmemdm tneed

people.

an'ﬁadtoﬂ-f from o
by rear tmanngem.}:b— i
ty sea of cogon and talahib can oy

withoutus working omrasses

'weukﬂﬂ Lefttoitelf evenahideous-
ot forist can kndt back s

: of green in its own time, Trcan

wmrﬁltsﬂj—]mtme italome. Tsa

Quﬁ::himdnrhlmﬂidmmg-:

mm&mm-
i Su}r,nsmn]!puxutaﬁ&m:epi-

o stk mﬁn:s-afpmplc"s :

ha-rmclgemrwebpar’hlﬂ'
Beautiful bio-

packed soiorbruising

[’:EIIIK.'._ ouk the ulace about
"'"-F"-F'g F'DP

wouldbe the

theSierra

.memepmmuﬂngmh&ﬁmdead.

and-gone wilderness. They toek
ating partners worked oul t
claim to thal title, Homo sapiens...
%ﬂmh&mmp«:ﬁa&bat

P1.500 for each working visit to the
reforestationsite. The arsigned chores
ﬂ:es:.tem

mthegtwh'lg
children’s: tender es, but that's

whatexperts call kinesthetic imprint-

ing. They weren'tjust getting agrip on

such Hwe tasks as ‘hard-
e g et
hgawagatmm-hghgrmmdearﬂm
groured [or
Ammmﬂhudy moves |

" ments that can trickle out like sweat

into another set of movements of an-
other task. Shut vut the idea of tasks:
‘themowvemients Auidly Aow likea dance

movietnent are meant ko be done, ot
{f’*ﬁi about - no dﬂf‘mh please.
dot actions are bretler
than cheap talk and articles fike this.
Wiﬂ'amhmmmi,ﬂw]udsmkmn—
g a t know-how celled “the art

-r.at-ﬂw explosive plianey of

" Itsa down-to-earth form of
Its mowes are torbe done mlh
sivplicity - shilwmi,

Ah, the' late Moshe Feldenkrais
swmmed it wp: “The quality of your
lifeis theg H}'nfyml:mvmmnh

Aikido itor Marihei Ueshi-
i “Everyone has a spirit that can be
' reflined, & body thal can be traiied, a

suitable path to follow:. Yo are here

UFTFiR FAGE1  BANMER EVIMOFIAL  CARTOOMN
l_] SRy Pl
LR o .

09 =-r08. L2

E

fm:mgtimr— E;ai,i rhar* to realize
Wm@m‘;y\um A Tvi st o
innateenlightenment.”

5o, T led my dmps Bilog, Podying,
Kmkuci)mandl’uﬁrﬂmﬁlahw-dml -~d
pams. an Fhose: Emrm Madra werk-

ends. 1 guess it was, b Borroy from

Uéﬁi'l'ba aqmi.ﬂ:rﬂ!}jaﬂ'iwth W T

paﬂ'thad s o shpanabin ko |;.-_ i~

ﬂmﬂy translates as hisical skills
from a small forest” — plus

ts of kyokushinkai Kars (e “emp-

Em&tj’lﬁ%?@oﬂ,ﬂ” A refined
5 f Zoifit
s made inthe i 4l J{r_l.uuLll “_70

ng&mda Himcimmmd M AEPS
A!'hi | gess iF's the Fraimed ho-
man. body with in-dwelling refined
:ip;rifﬂaatdrﬂ:uﬂmrﬁﬁhnm_ ICaugzhl
one Assunta de Bossi spout L;buf' i
itsy-bitsy voice on TV: “The hum an
body is the temple of the Holy Spirit.”
Suxe,awelislmimibodhhhﬁ
wotld be a welcome abode o any
irit.... In any case, U'm sfill 2 sucker
thehar process of temper-
the bﬂdj’lﬂﬂl-ﬂ. package of skills.”
ﬁ skills can franslate tﬂs.n imclivic-
ml&ﬂlﬂmmmaﬂ'mmdhm rmultiple

And maybe thoee skills to a
keﬂ;edsem off realization of
innerdi JTunderstand “erthues-
asm” derivesfrom thelatin“entheos”
(s withim). -
S0, we tisually b;mﬂcium -
e yaw H&&ﬁdﬂe& arcid the
foothills; those churches
mtheai:mnhﬂed:vnn'ﬁmpmﬁ
ers and priests didn't effect & better
q'mﬂ]t)r of-life nor manifested innake
enlightermient forthedr flocke: of Florms
erectus. | uess the same state of inmer
darkness neggns mochaps about my
children’sage —owverseven o overy 10
of ‘em Piogy destess don't Lave an
inkling of cither the husstian o the spie
ihal, s0 a survey said.
MWLGMIE!'SE L:'.'j‘?!l-:_\'.'
wrote: is an expression of his
landscape.” | guess mostfolks tioed
mdu'ﬂamwmﬂ'mwelm trarren L
+ shared brutal labor awhitof
green to those mountains with my
‘elfspring, lﬂnﬂdm but we'r:
ﬂill‘pn-gnm‘ﬂ'mﬂl

= = ry s

= .
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~ Of terrorism
and red-tagging

e

:
/ The huge piles of & in Manila Bay, especially
tﬁ: ones tP:ra,she aeh?rgre on the ‘*._-'mli:;:;ﬂm b’eadta'
on Roxas Boulevard after Ty phoon Karding, shows the
Filipino's complete lack of concern for his neighbors
and the environment.

Filipinos don't care whether their neighbors or the
generations after them will suffer because of their folly.

(1f you're not one of them, then don’t react!)

A Filipino throws his garbage in the sea, canals, este-
ros, rivers, creeks and brooks. Filipinos indiseriminately
cut down trees in the forests becauseit’s their neighbors’
problem if a flood takes place due to the act.

“Basta hindi ako o kamag-anak ko ang apektads, OK

{As long as 1 or my relatives are not affected, it's
OK),” a Pinoy will sav. In this sense, Pinoys are selfish.

The Filipino doesn’t care about the future. What
he cares about is how much he benefits in the present
becauseof his irresponsible acts. In this sense, Filipinos
are idioks. e = | e ; :

Problems putside his family or extended family are
not a part of his eoncerns. Filipinos just pay lip service
to the vaunted bayamilun or community spirit. In this
sense, the Filipino is a darn hypocrite. -

The very bad habit common among Pinoys is their
mishandling of things that are entrusted to them. “Di
naman sa akirt ito (1t's not mine anyway),” a typical Pinoy
would reason out when he's asked wKY he seems oblivi-
ous to the care he should give to an item loaned to him.

Because of this, one should be careful in lending or
enlrusting an expensive item to a Pinoy. ? :

An essay about the Filipino having a “damaged
culture,” which was written by an Itmericanjuumaﬁsl_.
is on taryet. 1 <)
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Bahasa Pilipinas

I uwallf’ don‘t bother with jokes —
o

espedally long ones—p on in chat
groups like Viber. But the other day this
. one caught my attention.
* Bahasa it 1s the national language
“of Malaysia
Bahasa Melayu is the nalional language
of Brunei,
Bahasa Indonesia is the national lan-
guage of Indonesia.

O the other hand, Bahasa Pilipinas is
the natiomal problem of the Philippines.
Every Hme we have byphoon or heavy rains,
Eahasa Pilipinas talaga.

Itis typical Pinoy humor—clever, and
5o right on the money | can’t help but

...ouch talaga! .
CIin'll'ﬁs» made me think of two things.

First, floods. We can’t control the rain;

how much of it will fall where and how
often. But we surely can control what
happens when if’s on the ground.

Rainwater will flow w gravity
dictates. It should go into the drains,
then the sewers out into the rivers
or the sea o, in the case of Metro Manila,
ultimately to Manila Bay. '
~ But it cannot flow out if the drains
are clogged - with all sorts of garbage
like plastic bags, disposable cups and
food wrappers and now face masks.
And for sure, this is something that
we — you and me, each one of us — can
control.. ,

My area in the City of Manila used
to flood all the Hime, even when the

rain isn't that s

‘or prolonged. But
thanks to the Public Works Department
of several past administrations, pumps
and large sewage pipes were putin so
that even thou E,e roads (especially |
Ramon Magsaysay Blvd.) do flood dur-
ing strong rains, the water flows out
and the floods subside, rather quickly
I might add.

But there are some areas where the
flondwaters remain. . because the drains
there are clogged; with what, your guess
is as good as mine;

Second is climate change. Typhoons
are stronger and more destructive.
Torrential rains, gale force winds,
storm surges are, unfortunately,
the new climate normal. The scenes
of devastation following Super
Typhoon Karding are, sadly, not new;
we've seen them far too often and,
tragir_'a]l}?, we'll be seeing them again
and again. 7

It’s getting to sound like a broken
record; we've heard all of the

‘above again and again, but it keeps

happening. It seems like we don't listen
or, it some of us do listen, we don’'t act.
Different agencies of government must
get their act together, but so must we,
in whatever way — big or small — we
can.
Start by disposing of your trash prop-
erly, and re-use and recycle as much as
possible, — IGNACIO SAN JOSE, Sta.
Mesa, Manila
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NOTES FROM THE EU
DELEGATION

Accelerating green energy

and a circular economy

T woarld L3 wanming Taseer e
| al any polnt in recorded hislome.
With i, I_'.-'|1n|'|nr|r-r| and dlﬂ..lE'!‘llﬂ
are I'.nrn-'niznt; stronger ard mare fre
et G acders ol i A e meoed
g, rasinfall fratarng, coeany amad wines
wre Cliarygings sond se levels are inccesse-
i Wb lendkess - iucluding Evrupesan:
Loncd Fressdent Chares Mochel and
Fhilippire Proddent Maroos - pointed
al this tlisrnal state ol aftairs at las
wipek'= LI oneral .-';':'\.'Nni'-l}'. 'roarm this
halis ar the 11N in S "-"::vr'lc_. an almost
vmarimenes and alarming call toourgend
and radical achcn emerped,

The Europzan Union has adopl-
v ambitinus mearuros acrnes muoltiple
plicy areax ko 'irn::.hlv::rnl."nr its inierma-
tioral comerutments on slimals changs
T roninrias h.1wsprhinllingp-minqinn
Ea F‘S.Elq ko 1""'.' sertors af r|'|" I"'I'I'll'll"|1"'
tn I|~1:|I:l-¢r;\|='|h.zllI" e FT g E’.}-,
rervinsions o arkieee a -;hm'.\hcl mirnatral
L by 20,

I"eeident Michel said bebtore the
LG AL " Eaedgy an cimwde chowge ore
war st of the sanve omn, Cheerooieing dhe
ETIEFAY LT8G MEMEE 7 |"|§||hr|= tize miioate
Hirend. Profectieg aur fiodivera ty eed
oraiha de aiodd sifesirding v Fafuare,
T le readrality fd e comtposs uf the

¥ Favpivnn ifui. A1 CCRER2T ia Sh.frln
& Sheich we il peel wpresermedly bn
'.'.'I|II-'I’H-'°'-'|' e Mavie pleilges oad o be-
el W ) @ Jusd and fiie frdaaitivn.
Noane cowrbry o profect onr piaied on
it e "

Ad oy first mraseting with Prasident
Ferdivauy Maices i niter Liy elec-
rion, we concurred Lhal addressing
climate chanpe and working on preen
ernranic seeerrery feom L pamleouc
shnuld e at she forefront of the ELU-
I'hilippines bilateral agenda. & Fewr
wanks ago, in agreement with the
Poesdenl's aseemscnent, the Fhilip-
pines’ Department of Budgel andd
Manapementl announced 4 ludget
allncazfom of 2 rerond PERL ] Telliopn
for elirmate |.|'I'I1'Ij-|'l"' "|‘|.‘.|"|'.=|t on oand
meagamionin 2120, 564 pereont h'-ahp_r
than wreder Ll sumt Loereral "\'p
proprialinng Al

The Farcpear Union 1 pleased with
s -::|~l.'-:'|-:1]'l11'|c:n|'s arl Trmipins com-
mizted b >;'.:|p]:|||rri1'|\|_r‘ all the eftarts of
the Philippine Covernment in the arca
o clirmate chings ation.

Az tha EL marks ile Climate Di-
plodrecy Yeeks widil the end of next
menth, [wanl o wedatline the im-
portance of eersy aaviiige, easipy
elficiancy and the accelerabiun of ro
wewulibes, Saving eueogy is e easivest
way o acdmess ke cursent global en-
ergy crisiz, apgravaled by e ongoing
Fusgsian agecession agpainst Ukraine,
Scallng-up rerewable energy and
erergy etfciency will booal he grecn
tramsitien and rn-nl'r:hul,n:_h rediuclog
greenhose rroissions while inpaoe-
ihg energy securioy.

As |."|.‘l' Lol Lhege I.‘”Il Ls, Hi ﬂa{\.}n"!
inittative of the BU and the Philip.

|:‘:'i|||‘.--'~' Lispartnan b vl l'irll-_'1|_a;}'.. AEs
L Suslainable Energy Programmne
TASER, aims 12 generate oo alecloce-
iy v renewalle cnerg w loceease the
sfficioncy of epergy use and irpreve
AUnss h_r Laln r"'l.'l.'[ MO COTMT.OI-
tios o affordable disacter resiliont
energy sestems, The BL has allorahsd
153,752 Dillisn b this program in the
Philippines.

D poeet ancier this progeam is e
ernemucton of the Hrst swrhed [T
'|'r|1'nrm Mindaman. avmehed :.Il:'!.h""l‘i‘l.-‘l].
with the Minganae Dereinpmont An
theriby the Honerable Socratery Maria
Belzn Acosta and e Dinector-Ceneral
of the Lnited Mations Derclopment
Industrial 2evelopment Chyaniration
HE. Gerd Muller.

The Sir .anr'l..-ri At Sihiy renewral’s
TCTEY ."r',-'brm powece pl.-'.|1| =il e Cnge
ticmial by thie emed of 2002, Thwill increase
the m'ml;llnht_ ot electricity for 5000
hruschilds in Tawi-Tawei while I1nr\o=|l'i|1E'
thr livelihned of commumites relviag an

seawerd production, which the hykrid
power plart will also poeser. 1 am pmm'l
nf this p'r.'\-jr‘-rrn: it weill |1¢n1-'i:‘l-'~ I_'u,r'z,il:.flp
resnls, cspecially inookgrid small Te-
misn ans wolnerable communities such
o T i

ASEF has bruught eleciricizy
thivigh snlare |'|.'|11|'i$ k16 ;_|I:-E-gri|.|
public schuols and arcund SN0
reanote hugseholdy fmost of them in
mindanac. | t“.'l'!r,ly_lng '|lri-.':!l|-3u1|,1r
r-1_|r|'|'-; anrd Eivins: due consideralion
ta gender aspects, this program pro
winluy z\:!1|r|.~n.'ab'll.!1-r'.|'1'3_'.l tor livnlihaod
aclivitiesd in remote villages, <igmifi-
can€ly linproving the Hu u'|‘|'.}' of Tider of
alispidvantaged commurities rega-ding
econonuic benalils, gender agualite
arnd wOmer enyansersnent

One imporianl bessen we have
Teamtuad in this proecess i that oF b5 o3
sertinl by owork i clos pnrrﬂ{'-mhip
with all e key ctabosholdems: natonzl,
repivemd anad boval suthorities, electric
cocperalives and privale seclan MGUs S
civil sociely organizelions and inter-
ratinnal IITE..'IT'i:I'aIiﬂ'ﬁE and w lnerable
oL ties.

hloving fosward tor thie periog 2024
o 3027, the BT s bant on au purhing
1he F}li]Jppu‘lE-._ effsts fowerd 2 groen
resellent econwmy theough prijrers
for allogether F3AUS-billinn grants,
1.1||::.rn.:||:l_"|-|-' r\c:"l..-H-nE in a mepeyrabie
rechactinm nf ]'.!I.'l:Fr waste and Dualie
Jitter arval i the rneation -;;ifl rean jobse, ain
ELETTE ]11:/11 om the agnda |_|E the Philip-
pime Lisvermient.

Thee FLY i% arvmmnitbeed b combinue o
wenrking with the Dhilippines on this
tramsitinm b oA greer poemoomy, and o
fighting, climaic <hange. As ackooe]-
edzed by the Prosident, the leansiLion (o
wedi is nporkant for thee 'P]'.j]i_ppjgma_:jl,

i.g H]!HJ craci il: 'F'.!T ﬂ” (:IF u=.
- * +

Lo Verol 15 Mhe Anengesacne nd fie [
vaga Linigar
-
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“Climate change awareness needed: Exec’

From page 1

CCC viee echairperson
and executive director,
Sen. Robert Borje, said the
commission is also eyeing
to strengthen partnerships
with other stakeholders
including guvermment line
agencies, local government
units, youth groups, experts
and the private sector to
reach its goal of inereasing
environmental conselousness
among individuals,

Borje added there is aneed
to further capacitate the LGUs
in terms of climate change
adaptation.

“So the CCC is working

on the local climate chan 1ge
adaptation plan a.ud e’ m
working with Lhe Dep

of the Interior and El

Government especially now

because we just got off from
the election cyele,” Borje sald
in an interview over the Daily
Tribune's Straight Tolk show
aired on Tuesday, i
~ Climate change adaptation
iz a series of actions
that reduce the negative
impact of climate change
while taking advantage of
potential new opportunities,
which involves adjusting

pﬂhmes and actions amid
the observed or expected
changes in elimate,

Borje said the commission
wanis to increase the level of
cooperation and submission
from the stakeholders s0 thal
the required climate change
adaptation will be more
efficient and manageable,

“In the same manner, we
have to also strengthen our
partnership with government
agencies becaunse there are
different mand:tes, bul again, as
I said earlier, climate change as
awholeof-government approacts,
itsa cm&cuttm,g governance
issue,” he added. -

Borje bared that the funds
of the national government
institubions [or Mimate
change 1534&% the national
expenditure m‘ugr.{m hiave

“been increased to P420 billion
budget — which is seento boa
huge help for every agency Lo
effectively implement their
respective climate rharlgp

Eolici&ﬁ.

He said ﬁ?&a more um;ﬂw
.;zmant inerease from
the usual fu

“We want to use this to
inerease the resiliency nol
just of the agencies, but of
their programs as well. It is also

important to 1}11511 paﬂnershlps
with slremgihening the
national panel of technical

experts so that they can ~

be availabla, Espaumll:,r for
local gwernment units that
do not have the capacity to
undertake _pmjects,“ Borje
said, mentioning the essence

of the People’s Survival Fund

to each LGUs.

The People’s Survival Fund
was established by the virtue
of Republic Act 10174 of 2012,
wlndlmmmvﬂelmuﬂtmm
finance for adaptation projects
of LGUs and local organizations
to promote community and
ecosystem regilience to climate
change.

At Teast PL billion marinualt;.r
allocated for the fund which
‘¢an be augmented through
donations, endowments, grants
and contributions,
© s a Pl billion fund that is

_available LGUs to bolster their

tunding for climate elange
adaptation programs right now

the utility rate is about 36 to
36 percent. And we want Lo

increase it and we want- the

~ funds to hé used Very quickly

for their adaptation projects
and it all Elmls down really to’

i u:nergy use, que said.

The L-{J{' is also focusing

ot the promotion of «limate
change justice agenda, he
added.

*We're strengthening our
mechanisms right now, our
coordination with government
agencies, particularly with
those thal are preventive, in
nature,” Borje said. “S5o we're
working very closely with
the Department of Energy,
Department of Eovironment
and Matural Eesources, the
Department of Agriculture
and DILG and Depariment of
Edueation for information and
education campaign.”

Borje noted that the CCC
is eurrently expanding its
international engagements to
further improve the country's
climate change policies,

-“We're Involved in. &
series of discussions with
international stakeholders
on how o further bolster the
climate justiee agends (hrough
unlocking elimatc finance in

the multilatéral arena and to
make it responsive 10 ihe needs
ol pEupIE; especinlly when it
comes to loss and dam: 1ges,
he said, ;

CCC wants to p II.E-h a
“fully-enabled Philippines”
to respond to and mitigate
climate change,
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ADB to‘mitigate’

climatei

BY TIZIANA CELINE PIATOS

E Asian Development Bank (ADB) on
Wednesday said it would continue its
support in mitigating the climate change-

related crisis in the Asia-Pacific region.

The regional development bank
made the commitment after it re-
leased its inaugural dlimate-related
financial disclosures report outlin-
ing the progress in implementing
the Task Force on Climate-related
Financial Disclosure (TCFD) rec-
ommendations.

ADB also expressed its commit-
ment to achieving a prosperous,
inchusive, resilient, and sustainable
Asia and the Pacific while sistain-
ing its effortsto eradicate exreme
poverty.

“The release of this [Climale-
related Financial Disclosures 2021
report is a milestone [or ADB and
underscores the importance of
climate change to the develop-
ment agenda, " said ADR President
Masatsugn Asakawa.

“ADB is Asia and the Pacific's
climate bank, and the TCFD report
is ome more step in our commit-
ment in the battle against climate
change, "' he added,

Asaleawa said the teport un-
derscored ADB's commitment

io strengthening climate action
and business operations while

increasing transparency on ADBS

exposure 1o climate-relaled op-
potiunities and risks through
enhanced disclosures,

The new report discloses ADB's
internal greenhouse gas emissions
and includes a first heatmap of
ADB's portfolio of projects against
a preliminary assessment of physi-
cal and carbon-transition risks.

The report alsa details future ac-
tivities, some of which are already
underway, including developing a
climate change action plan.

ADB declared its support for
the TCFD framework last year.
The Financial Stability Board also
launched the TCFD in 2015 10
enhance and expand reporting of
hnandal data connected to dimate

pact

change for organizations” consis-
letl use in Hforming stakeholders,

The TCFD veleased o series of
recommendations (n 2017 thal
are based on four pillars — gover
nance, strategy, risk management,
and medsurements and taigety —
and are regarded asan intermation-
al stanidard tor inancial disclosure
related to climate chan

Folfilling the disclosure require-
ments dnder the TCEHD Tamework
allows ADB to communicate to
stakeholdersthar it is frnily com-
mitted torintegrating climate rigk
management and opportunity
Assessments inlo its operationsg

It also illustrates ADE's support
of climate risk disclosure among
multilateral development banks
and across the world's corporate
and Anencial sectory
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It always happens. Just when
authorities have suspended classes
and called off government work in
anticipation of a forthcoming typhoon,
horizon the following day as if to spite
the eager beavers in our midst.

But let's not blame our oﬂmala,

it i2 hetter to e on
the side of caution.
You see, typhoons can
be fickc, too, looking
fieree coming down,
but actually turning
n‘di}a.wl'nrrq:rﬂ'wl'm
it. hits land. That is

fior that.

The huild-up
of “Karding™ as it
approached Luzon
was 50 scarily hyped,
- we thought it would
" be another “Ondoy” or
"ﬁhﬂa’mﬁwmimg;wﬂltyﬁxm
Wmmma&ﬁmm
aveas, particularly Quezon and Aurora,

The forecasted strong winds and
massive rainfall, it turns: ont, were
hardly felt in Metro Manila. That's
something to be gratefol for asg it
meant manageable damage for our
t}rphnm-batﬁemipepmm Just the
same, “Karding” still left a swath of
destruction in the places it passed

the wgent
need for
@ disaster
agencly.

thu@uﬁs&t@snﬁ-

usually the case, And.
we probably have the
%M&h‘emﬂwkh

Act now on

crucial measure

through, and we have our government

- agencies who stood prepared for any

"

e

eventuality to thank for. “Karding,” unlike
“Yolanda" or “Ondoy” couldn't ac'é::&ﬂ;r
pull the trigger

This brings us to another point we'd
like to raise. In this era of super typhoons,
lile “Earding,” ealls for a separate agency
dedicated to disasters seem to be getting
louder. Our favorite senator, Bong Go,
has been harping on this cver since we
ean recall

Under the existing system, disaster
response is handled largely by regional
branches of the National Disaster Risk
Reduction Management Council or
NDERMC. (Whew, think of an acronym
th&t is much longer.)

Unable to get enou hac.kmg
fmm the previous 18th' due
to time constraints, Go has renewed
his push for a Department of Disaster
Resilience, a separate department
that Would haﬂra clear unily of
command and Li’lmm iresponsibilily
in responding to disasters and natural
calamities in the Philippines.

Go s eyeing to have an empowered,

spec 1 department that would

B safe, adaptive

~and d:mv-lhmilmﬁl Communities.

Under his version of the measure, the

department shall concentrate on three

response, and recovery and building
forward better.

The onglanght of “Karding” and the
other typhoons that have seemingly
grown stronger because of climate
change has highlighted the urgent need
for a disaster ageney,

‘It has been reported that no less
than President Mareos Jr. has expressed
support for the crafting of an agency
dedicated to addressing disasters, There
are, however, discussions about whether
the new agency should be an entire

department or an attached sgeney
0 be able to save funds.

Albay 2nd District Rep. Joey
Saleeda is ameng several lmwmakers
sold to the idea.

Salceda emphasized that local |
government agencies and rescuers |
themselves could be impacted by
mmmmmnmmmmm

- nead for an organization liks the DDR.

“So, youneedareserve of cogonots |
resourees for response, as woll as |
continwing capacity development,
You need an implementing agency |
‘for that. The National Disaster Rigk |
Reduction and Management Coungil
is not an implementing agency” he
‘added. s s

The country's
eastern seaboard, Go i
which tends to get hit eyeing to
by extreme weather pgre an
events, also lends W epporerad,
lve poorer provinees, feighily
acconding o Saleeda. speciolized
Relying on local department
TES0Urces or mere
enordination by the would be
national government. 777 Hive

will not be enough ﬁ :.wsnﬂng
“The Jocal reamureey adaptive

ae simply not enough. g 7 iie ey |
Andin extreme ooms e iy
such as super typhoons,  eomuanunities,
thelocal responders” he |
said, “are also victine and their nstiations
akso disnptad”

Go and Salceda are right. We
don't have to wait for anolher super
typhoon to shake us out of our
senses, Considering that the country
is ingide the Pacific Ring of Fire and
is a frequent landing ares for strong
typhoons, we cannct dilly dally on this
crucial measire,

The time to act is now.

Email: mﬂmﬁ’ﬁﬂﬂ e
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FALSE SOLUTIONS' cjmm activists bold a ralky arthe Embassy of Japan in Mamdla-on Wednesday, September 23, 2022, to protest agalnst the “false sonlons” being promoted by Jagan ar the
angoing Tokye GX Weeh. [apan's Ministry of Etanemy, Trade and industry said the avant aims at sealizing *GX (Graem Transformationd, whichwil shift the ecomomic, sacial and mdwstrial structurs that
have depended on fossd fwels since the Indwstrial Revalution, to stractures drives by clean snengy, and drive acanemic growth and devebapment through emissiens mitigation.” vn v




-
-y Srartnie
CospuUmMICATION IIFPER FAGE1 BANNEL  EDTORIAL
AMEE ETOEY STCRY
ﬁ IMrriarives FAGE LOWER
T  SERVICE .
—— 09 -29..
TME PALET DATE

4

& philstarcom [y ehilstarsubscribe com
i XXH MO 63 - THURSDAY, SEPTEMEER 28. 2

TE'IE PHILIP

T A Fisherman o ORINTERE Ty i L :
5 p Eanlsy Lowa :rm:NE‘B ) 1 o I
.-wunlglllm sk tfaiﬂlw " i Ao B ’ fis’ 2
5 fioatmg in i B . o
%E Eay I Kummmilgnt . -

Baras=_ Hizal vesterday. The ™ . F L
hmmnpzuumhnq TRl e ; i ! i
nnmn Tarm suppies the bowh F x b :

with clean, fre encrgy. Dunn 4 E i T ks
“ e repent TTEn Unitad Nations - 3 T g

ﬁ:wn] Aﬂlﬂlﬂ&;ﬂtﬁ# g
e callod on rializ .
& countries to ‘et {reanDUSE R, :
qns amisslons’ and orovitsl 7 -3 ; I THUTH SHA
L climaks Finance’ and 68 TH 3 : § T

¢ ‘lechnoiogy ransiar Tﬂrﬂ": ::
3 :;u:;u‘u_:mnht}lemd

\-ﬁ nqlnu ons, mciudif



] STRATEGIC
COMMUNICATION
AND

ey BERVICE
i

Abante

UETCE

PAGE

- FNA S& BALITA 3o

PAGE

LAOWER

L]

PACE 1 CLITOIRIAL

STORY

BANNEE
SECAY

09-23 21

[
CAETOON

DIATE

Nilad planting’
Hmatmgkadasa!lam!ln

I-’:INAI“-IGU'M!J]:\N ni Mia-
nila Mavor 1 Tacua
alg sahﬂywhm plant-
ing sctivity et
Naharid “yﬂahm

yang pinag:
milan ngis
pangalanng
Lungsod ng
N:}Jﬂinan A ang rn-
nanim ha halamang
v nagmuld fa s Barangay
Alitag sa Infanta,

Lot

i~ =00 sa pagtatanim,

- ternatlenal

pArIment ql' f‘uqlnsrn
:%l] chiel"

la]f,a]maﬂalmumnanm
ni Lacuma ang Department
dad  of Environment and Matu-
ral Resmirees (DENR) ma
siyang karuwang ng lung-

i ayun-
in ang mga kandidato o
nilalapit na ‘Maghunt In-
eant’ na
lla,g:mJ uls pa sa tba't ihang
panig ng mundo upa
bmdik!hﬂh':'k 5d isang ma.k:anﬁ

Alehang gawain. (Juliet
de Loza-Ciadie)
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melting away

at record rate

: 'W%TZERLBND’S glaciers lost six percent
.of their total volume this year due to a dry
.J winter and gepeated summer heatwaves,
shattering previous ice melt records, a report
revealed Wednesday. !

The study by the Cryospheric Commission (CC) of the Swiss
Academy of Sciences laid hare the drastic scale of glacial retreat -
which is only set (0 get worse.

43022 was a disastrous year for Swiss glaciers: all ice melt re-
cords were smashed.” the CC said, adding that 8 two percent loss in
12 months had previously been considered “extreme.™

Three cubic kilometers of ice — three trillion liters of water -- have
melted away, the report said. i

“It"s not possible to slow down the melting in the short term,”
said glaciology professor Matthias Huss, head of Glacier Monitor-
ing in Switzerland, which documents longz-term glacicr changes in
the Alps and is coordinated by the CC.

If carbon dioxide emissions are reduced and the climate protect-
ed, “this might save about one third of the total volumes in Switzer-
land in the best case™, he told AFP

Otherwise, the country “will be losing almost everyvthing by the
end of the century.™ :

At the start of the yeur, the snow cover in the Alps was exception-

ally light, then a large volume of sand dust blew in from the Sahara

esert between March and May, settling on the surface.

. The conlaminated snow shsorbed more heat and melted faster,
depriving the glaciers of their protective snow coating by carly in
the European summer. AFP M

Swiss glaciers
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