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NEWSPAPER TITLE SPECIFIC ISSUES
Top stories
o _ The Department of Environment
Philippine Inquirer, p. A3 | DENR to and Natural Resources on
review Saturday said it will review all
by Dempsey Reyes agreements agreements on conservation areas

on protected
sites,

nationwide, including the agency’s
Memorandum of Agreement

Masungi (MOA) on the protection of the
‘income’ Masungi Georeserve.
Undersecretary Jonas Leones said
his agency will also look into the
finances of the Masungi
Georeserve Foundation, which is
looking after the site.
Daily Tribune, p. A6 Probe Interior Secretary Benhur Abalos
Masungi Jr. on Sunday directed the
by Paula Antolin entries, Philippine National Police to
Abalos investigate reports that illegal
directs PNP bu§|nesse§ owngd by active and
retired police officers and local
government officials have
encroached at the Masungi
Georeserve Park.
“We will not allow a few people to
steal it. So to all those who will try
to build businesses and other
illegal structures within Masungi, |
am warning you. Stop it because
our law forbids it,” Abalos said.
The Philippine Star, p. 11 Probe
’ ordered
By Ralph Edwin Villanueva | illegal
business at

Masungi




The Manila TImes, p. A2

By Francis Earl Cueto

Probe illegal
business in
Masungi,
PNP ordered

The Manila TImes, p. A9

by Roselle Aquino

Police
visibility and
patrol
Masungi
Georeserve
intensified

DILG Secretary Benhur Abalos, Jr.
PNP Chief Gen. Rodolfo Azurin, Jr.
and PRO 4-A Director BGen. Jose
Melencio Nartatez Jr. visited and
conducted an inspection on
September 23, 2022 at Masungi
Georeserve, Tanay, Rizal

Azurin also ordered the probe
into the alleged harassment and
assault of one of Masungi
Georeserve's caretakers.

Daily Tribune, p. 8

By Paula Antolin

DENR turns
over boats for
cleanups

Barangay representatives from the
city governments of Caloocan, Las
Pifias, Makati, Manila, Navotas,
Parafiaque, Pasig, Quezon, Taguig
and Valenzuela have received
paddle boats from the Department
of Environment and Natural
Resources for use during cleanups
and emergencies.

The boats were turned over by
DENR National Capital Region in
line with the Manila Bay
Rehabilitation Program. They are
to be used primarily in cleaning
creeks and rivers in the metro.

Manila Bulletin, p. 6
Opinion

By John Tria

Why
responsible
mining
needed

First point is the economic benefit.
2021 data from the Mines and
Geo-Sciences shows that the
minerals sector employs 183,852
individuals (a number expected to




rise this year) , with total exports
last year amounting to $6.27
billion, or about 8.2 percent of total
exports, remitting 39 billion in
taxes and royalties.

The second point is that the
Constitution, particularly Article 12
on national economy and
patrimony states that minerals are
owned by the State and must be
extracted under its supervision for
our benefit.

Submitted by:

DEXTER C. VILLA
DMO I
SAEPD
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Terms on protected
sites under review

The Department of Environment and Natural
Resources (DENR) plans to review all agreements
on conservation areas nationwide, including one
protecting the Masungi Georeserve. The agency
will also check the finances of the foundation
that is looking after the site. The foundation is
wary of the review’s timing but a DENR official
said the initiative is not meant to single out g
anyomne. —sTORY BY DEMPSEY REYES H
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DENA TO REVIEW AGREEMENTS ON PROTEGTED SITES

FROM A3

" the mineral production shar-
ing agreements (MPSAs) which
already encroach on more than
1,000 ha of Masungi’s protect-

ed areas.
The agreement, in that re-

gard, stated that the “DENR
shall be responsible for the im-
mediate cancellation of tenuri-
al instruments with violations
or [which were] fraudulently
issued, [in] coordination with
the Office of the Solicitor Gen-
eral..[and] ejectment of illegal

occupants at the project site.”

“These MPSAS are patent-
ly against the law and public
welfare,” Dumaliang said. “We
believe the quarrying interest
here is one of the key reasons
some politicians want our MOA
canceled and modified. Isn't it
the height of irony?” —witH a
REPORT FROM JULIE M. AURELIO INQ
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Probe Masungi entries,
Abalos directs PNP

So to all those who will try to build businesses and other
illegal structures within Masungi, I am warning you. Stop

it because our law forbids it

BY PAULA ANTOLIN
@tribunephl_phau

Interior Secretary Benhur
Abalos Jr. on Sunday directed
the Philippine National
Police to investigate reports
that illegal businesses owned
by active and retired police
officers and local government
officials have encroached at
the Masungi Georeserve Park.

Georeserve Foundation or MGF.
“We will not allow a few
people to steal it. So to all those
who will try to build businesses
and other lllega'f structures
within Masungi, I am-’ﬂvarnmg
you. Stop it because our law
forbids it,” Abalos said.

The MGF has a memorandum
of agreement with the
Department of the Environment
and Natural Resources for the
former to help oversee that the
area is preserved as a protected
reservation.

Abalos made the statement
over reports that said officials

Following his visit to the
protected area in Tanay, Rizal,
Abalos stressed that elected
officials and members of the
uniformed services should lead
by example in protecting the
environment.

Abalos’ statement came
as members of the Sinagtala
Security Agency left Masungi
after their presence became
the subject of the Masungi

have erected resorts and other
commercial establishments at
Masungi. ‘

He said that the 2,700
hectares of forest land
at Masungi should be
safeguarded from land
grabbers and those who
establish businesses there.

Abalos added the area is
protected by Proclamation
296-2011 which declared
the Marikina Watershed
Reservation, situated in
Antipolo City, and the towns
of Baras, Rodriguez, San Mateo
and Tanay as “protected area.”
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By RALPH EDWIN VILLANUEVA
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The Philippine National Police
(PNP) has been ordered to investigate
illegal business establishments at the
Masungi Georeserve in Rizal province
allegedly owned by active and retired
police officers and local officials.

The order was issued by Interior and Lo-
cal Government Secretary Benhur Abalos
following an attempt last week by a group
of armed men to invade Masungi, which has

been classified as a “protected area.”

“Elected governmerit officials and police
officers are bound by their mandate to pro-
tect the environment. They should set a good
example to our fellow citizens and be part of
the solution, not the other way around. We
should protect Masungi and not destroy it,”
Abalos said yesterday.

Administrators of the Masungi Geores-
erve said the armed men camped out for a
week along the Marikina-Infanta Highway
portion of the conservation site. They said
the men left the area only on Friday.

“Those who are aiming to put up busi-
nesses and some illegal structures inside
‘Masungi, I am warning you to stop it since
tl'li':*l is not allowed under the law,” Abalos
said.

The PNP was also ordered to establish
a permanent encampment in the area to
prevent people claiming to have title to the
property from entering Masungi.

“We have to protect Masungi and the
people working and looking after it. They
are doing their job and we have to do our
part to ensure this,” Abalos said.
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‘Probe illegal businesses

in Masungi, PNP ordered

FOLLOWING his visit to the
Masungi Georeserve Protected
Area in Baras, Rizal province,
Interior and Local Government
Secretary Benjamin “Bénhur”
Abalos Jr. on Sunday directed
the Philippine National Police
(PNP) to investigate illegal
business enterprises within
the conservation site allegedly
owned by active and retired po-
lice officers and local officials.

“Elected officials of the gov-
ernment and police officers
are bound by their mandate to
protect the environment. They
should lead a good example to
our fellow citizens and be part
of the solution, not the other
way around. We should protect
Masungi and not destroy it,”
Abalos said.

“We are here not to serve ourin-
terests and gain profits. We are here

 to serve the people,” he added.

The directive came after receiv-
ing reports that active and retired
officers of the PNP and local gov-
ernment officials had allegedly
erected resorts and cgmmerqal
establishments at the conserva-
tion site. R

Abalos said he expects the PNP
to dig deeper into these allega-

tions and exercise due process in *  The Masungi'GEOT

identifying the illegal business
establishments built within the
protect

“We will qoi allow this to be

owgedbyaﬁandﬂlkof people. So
ryone who would try to- erect

mmg\msn in Masungl, we
wiaaxm'

-tls

the Iaw, he said.
He added that the 2,700 hect-

 Gchiic nifinges hd.

ares of forest land should be safe-
guarded from claimants and illegal
business people since the site is a
protected area under Proclamation
296, 5. 2011. ;

He also referred to Section 16 of
the 1987 Constitution, declaring
that “the State shall protect and
advance the right of the people to
a balanced and healthful ecology
in accord with the rhythm and
harmony of nature.”

Abalos said all government
entities must follow the directive
of President Ferdinand Marcos
Jr. to protect and preserve the
environment against those who
seek to exploit and destroy it,
especially in the face of global
climate change.

He vowed to maintain peace
and order in the conservation
site. He already sent aletter to the
security agency and warned them
of possible license revocation if
they cross the bounds of law in
the protected area.

" Abalos directed the PNP to es-
tablish a permanent encampment
“in the protected area to prevent
infiltration of so-called claimants
and the protection of the people
working in Masungi, who have
reportedly received threats.

e Foun-
dathn released ‘a mwment
thanking the DILG Secretary and
PNP chief Gen Ro&bifo Azunn
Jr. for being “champio
- are ﬁrmly“oﬂ‘” the mda\hﬁ,enw-
ronmental pro}éctldn @ﬂ the
safﬂyofltgdég.ﬂ é%s:' el
"We mll"contlm.!p'fb dvoca
fprpeaee d order and the
__most s mg of our cmzenqr,
“abalossaid.
FRANCIS EARL CUETO
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Probe otrdered on illegal resorts,

BY VICTOR REYES

INTERIOR Secretary Benjamin “Benhur”
Abalos Jr yesterday ordered the PNP to probe
illegal business enterprises operating inside the
Masungi Georeserve in Rizal, which he said are
allegedly owned by local government officials
and retired or active police officers.

Abalos issued the order two days after he and
PNP chief Lt. Gen. Rodolfo Azurin Jr. visited
the protected atrea to ensure peace and order

amid statements made by the management of
Masungi that 30 armed security guards have
bgen encamped outside the preservation site
for weeks now.

Masungi have said that the men were suppos-
edly preparing to take over portions of the area,

Abalos said he has gotten reports that the
illegal businesses, such as resorts and other
commercial establishments, operating inside

the Masungi are owned by retired
and active police officers and local
government officials.
“Elected officials of the govern-
_ment and pelice officers are bound
by their mandate to protect the en-
vironment. They should lead a good
example to our fellow citizens and
be part of the solution, not the other
way around. We should be the ones
protecting Masungi and should notbe
the ones destroying it,” said Abalos.

businesses inside Masungi

“We are here not to serve our interests and gain profits. We are

here to serve the people.” Abalos also said.

Abalos said he expects the PNP to dig deeper into the allegations

against the active and retired policemen and local government

officials and exercise due process in identifying the ilegal

establishments.

Abalos said the 2,700 hectares of forest land in IMasugi should be

safeguarded from land claimants and businessmen as the site is

classified as a protected area under Proclamation 296 issued in

2011 by the late President Corazon Aguinc.
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He also cited section 16 of the 1987 Constitution that says “the
State shall protect and advance the right of the people to a
balanced and healthful ecology in accord with the rhythm and
harmony of nature.”

Abalos also noted President Marcos Jr's statement urging all

government entities to protect and preserve the environment
against those who will exploit and destroy it.

Abalos had earlier ordered the PNP to establish a permanent
encampment in the protected area to prevent infiltration by the so-
called claimants.

“We have to protect Masungi and the people in charge of it They
are doing an absolutely good job, thus we will do everything to
accomplish this,” he said.

“That's why | am warning people planning to establish businesses
and other structures inside Masungi: You should stop because
that's against our law.” he added.
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DENR turns over boats for cleanups

Barangay representatives
from the city governments of
Caloocan, Las Pinas,-Makati,
Mmﬂa,NMas,Paxamque Pasig,
Quezon, Taguig and Valenzuela
have received paddle boats from
the Department of Environment

creeks and rivers in the metro.
Jacqueline Caancan of the DENR

led the transfer of the paddle boats

'at the BMB Amphitheater, Ninoy

A t.ot.a.l of 20 barangays or

and Natural Resources for use
during cleanups and emergencies.
. The hoats were turned over by

. DENR National Capital Region

in line with the Manila Bay
Rehabilitation Program. They are
to be used primarily in cleaning

five barangays each for the
four administrative areas
under the DENR Metropolitan
Environmental Offices will
receive the boats. The initial
turnover consisted of five boats.
PAULA ANTOLIN
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Manila continues to implement

measures for ‘greener’ city

" The Manila city government is imple-
menting measures to keep the city “green,”
Mayor Honey Lacuna $aid on Friday.

Lacuna said the local government has
been rehabilitating parks and building
new ones since the term of her predecessor, -
former mayor Isko Moreno.

“Mas greener ngayon ang Manila. Ang
dami nang nilalagay na pockets of parks in
the city,” she said.

Lacuna cited Moreno’s projects, includ-
ing the rehabilitation of Arroceros Park
and Mehan Garden.

Last June, the city government opened
the new Yuchengco Park in Escolta, on
the banks of the Pasig River and beside
the Escolta station of tﬁe Pasig River ferry
service.

Lacuna said the local government has
installed a device to gauge air quality at
the Mehan Garden. A

She also said the Department of Public
Services has formed three groups to clean
the city’s shores and waterways.

According to Lacuna, estero rangers
will unclog silt from drainage and other
waterways while the team “Mandaragat”
will clean up Manila Bay. The “Baseco
beach warriors” will collect garbage along
Manila Bay. 1

The mayor has issued an executive
order instructing city hall employees to
clean up their offices every Friday.

~ Ghio Ong




STRATEGIC
COMMUNICATION
AND

INITIATIVES
SERVICE

THE chiLipPinEe

’l UPPER PAGE1  BANNER EDITORIAL CARTOON
15 i | STORY STORY

PAGE LOWER

09-26 22

PAGE DATE

Gov’t wants
more stakeholders
on global mining
transparency-

The government targets
to boost stakeholders partic-
ipation in the global initia-
tive on extractives transpar-
ency as the administration
ramps up the potential of
the mining sector.

This comes after the Phil-
ippine Extractive Indus-
tries Transparency Initiative
(PH-EITT) convened its first
multi-stakeholder group
(MSG) meeting under the
Marcos administration.

It was early this month
when the government re-
engaged with the EITI,
which prescribes a standard
for transparency and ac-
countability in the mining,
oil and gas industries.

The MSG - the body that
governs EITI implemen-
tation in the country - is
chaired by the Department
of Finance (DOF) and com-
posed of representatives
from government, industry
and civil society.

During the meeting, the
MSG agreed to strength-
en spaces for multi-stake-
holder participation and
advocate for more room
along the extractive indus-
try value chain to improve
resource governance.

The group also agreed to
include an MSG report on
the status of civic engage-
ment in the annual country
report.

The MSG also agreed
to plan the production of
the 2021 PH-EITI country
report, the 2022 national
conference, and the visit of
EITI chair and former New
Zealand Prime Minister
Helen Clark to the Philip-
pines in November. _

The Philippines has
been implementing the

“engaged to publicly disclose

- extractive industries.

EITI since 2013. In 2016,
the EITI recognized the
country for its impactful
implementation. _
Extractive companies in
implementing-countries are

data on taxes, royalties and
other payments they make
to the government and their
host-communities.

Annual disclosure of con-
tracts, financial, economic,
social and environmental
data is also mandatory for

To date, the PH-EITI has
produced seven country
reports, covering data from
mining, oil, gas, and coal
industries and reconcil-
ing over P362.5 billion in
government revenues from
extractive projects from
2012 to 2019.

In 2017, the Philippines
was recognized by the EITI
as the first among over 50’
countries globally to have
fully complied with the
2016 EITI standard.

The Marcos administra-
tion is moving to ramp up
the mining industry in the
Philippines as part of its
plan to grow the economy
amid the pandemic.

Mining has been con-
tributing less than one
percent to the country’s
gross domestic product.
The Duterte administra-
tion has been generally
cold to the sector.

It was only toward the
end-2021 when former pres-
ident Rodrigo Duterte gave
a much needed boost in
revenue generation for the
industry with the lifting of
a four-year old ban on open
pit mining.

—Louise Maureen Simeon
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Why responsible mining is needed

n old friend once said - for

as long as we build concrete

houses, there will always be

ining. What he said is true.

Imagine a world without mines. There

would be no cement, no metal prod-

ucts, no cellphone or laptop, since all

are made with raw materials such as

iron and limestone taken from mines.

Mining is thus a very old occupa-

tion, without which human progress

would have been much weaker. Two

important things are worth noting
about mining.

First point is the economic benefit.
I'have written previously that the eco-
nomic contribution of mining is noth-
ing to sneeze at. 2021 data from the
Mines and Geo-Sciences shows that
the minerals sector employs 183,852

individuals (a number expected to rise
this year) , with total exports last year
amounting to $6.27 billion, or about
8.2 percent of total exports, remitting
£39 billion in taxes and royalties.

This, however, only covers direct
income and employment from mining
companies. We can estimate much
more from the indirect enterprises,
and even more from the downstream
industries making steel, roofing ma-
terials and other derivative products.
Mines also provide resources for local
companies such as cement, gravel
and sand, for example, spurring local
economic activity.

The second point is that the Con-
stitution, particularly Article 12 on
national economy and patrimony
states that minerals are owned by

the State and
must be ex-
tracted under
its supervision
for our benefit.
Furthermore,
the constitution
also says that the State is to promote
competitive industries making use
of our natural resources. With this,
minerals are utilized under the State’s
full supervision through the Mines
and Geo-Sciences Bureau and other
agencies can engage contractors viaa
mineral agreement. Such agreements
often come in the form of Mineral
Production Sharing Agreements un-
der Republic Act 7942 or the Mining
Act of 1995, or a Small Scale Mining
Permit under Republic Act 7076 or the

#MINDANAO

JOHNTRIA

Peoples Small Scale Mining Act of 1991.
- With these two points, the agree-
ments made by the government with
mining companies are contracts for
projects which must be technically and
financially feasible. This means being
able to bring the necessary revenues to
the government and social development
benefits for local communities in ac-
cordance with Mining Laws, and being
compliant with environmental laws.The
mining project, with the business and
tax revenues it generates and the local
employment it engages spurs local eco-
nomic growth and social development
for many far flung communities.
Recognizing the State, or in our con-
text as a democratic republic, our owner-
ship of mineral resources, the concept

of responsible mining is clearer, since

it is not merely about being a socially
responsible company for the sake of
image, but because such resources need
to be harnessed properly for the benefit

of all. This is enshrined in the constitu-
tion itself.

Such efforts, therefore, must be done
with the right environmental and social
safeguards for local communities during
and after the productive life of the mine,
in accordance with Mining Laws. You
may want to read up on them to know
more about these programs. The MGBs
role is to audit the performance of these
mines over time against such standards.

Minerals are thus, God's natural gifts
for which we are meant to be respon-
sible stewards. With the country need-
ing to maximize exports, earn foreign
exchange, and pay our debt in the post
pandemic economy, the need for re-
sponsible mining which will bring in this
income, is thus emphasized. Likewise,

~it's potential to create more opportuni-

ties through downstream industries, and
creating locally- manufactured goods
will enable us to be resilient in the new
normal.
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UNITED NATIONS- Countries on
the front lines of the climate crisis
are fed up.

During the annual gathering of
world leaders at the United Nations this
week, low-lying island nation Vanuaru
stepped up a fight to get the world to
focus on combating global warming
by calling for a fossil fuel nonprolifera-
fion treaty.

“The time is up - action is required
now,” Vanuatu’s President Nikenike-
Vurobaravu told the UN General As-
sembly on Friday.

The treaty would aim to scale down
coal, oil and gas production to limit
the rise in temperatures to the globally
agreed 1.5 degrees Celsius (2.7 degrees
Fahrenheit).

It would also “enable a global just
transition for every worker, community
and nation with fossil fuel depend-
ence,” said the leader of the carbon-
negative country.

A UN climate science panel - the
Intergovernmental Panel on Climate
Change (IPCC) - has warned that
global emissions are on track to blow

* past the 1.5 degrees C warming limit
and reach some 3.2 degrees C by the
end of century.

Vanuatu has also asked the Inter-
national Court of Justice to issue an
opinion on the right to be protected
from the adverse impacts of climate
change, a move that Vurobaravu said
“is not a silver bullet for increasing
climate action, but only one tool to
get us closer to the end goal of a safe
planet for humanity.”

In Pakistan, devastating floods this
month engulfed large swaths of the
country, killing more than 1,500 peo-
ple and causing damage estimated at
$30 billion. Pakistan’s Prime Minister
Shehbaz Sharif asked world leaders
why his people were paying the price
of ¢ z_,lohal warming,

“Pakistan has never seen a more
stark and devastating example of the
impact of global warming, Life in Paki-
stan has changed forever,” Sharif told
the General Assembly. “Nature has
unleashed her fury on Pakistan, with-
out looking ... at our carbon footprint.”

Around the world on Friday young

} Countries trapped in climate crisis raise alarm at UN

activists rallied for climate action, stag-
ing protests from New Zealand and
Japan to Germany and the streets of
New York to demand rich countries
pay for global “armlng damage to
the poot.

The protests take place six weeks
before this year’s UN climate summit,
known as COP27, where vulnerable
countries plan to push for compensa-
tion for climate-related destruction to
homes, infrastructure and livelihoods.

“We renew our call to the world
to declare total war on this century’s
greatest challenge: the climate change
monster. And yet, after all these years,
the wotld has failed to bteak our ad-
diction to fossil fuels,” Marshall Islands
President David Kabua told the UN
General Assembly on Tuesday.

Philippines President Ferdinand
Marcos J1, said the least responsible for

- climate change are suffering the most.

“The Philippines is a net carbon sink,
absorbing more carbon dioxide than we
emit. And vet, we are the fourth most
vulnerable country to climate change,” he
told the UN gathering, - Reuters
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As of press time, Malacafiang has
yet to disclose the amount of new
investments, which resulted for the
President’s trip to the US.

Stronger UN presence
ASIDE from business opportu-
nities, Marcos also reported on
diplomatic initiatives in the US,
particularly his speech at the 77th
session of the United Nations (UN)
General Assembly, during his visit
inthe US from September 18 to 24.
In his UN address, he raised
“global issues that require a unit-
ed global action,” such as climate
change, rising food prices, rapid
technological change, the peace-
ful resolution of international
disputes, the need to protect the
vulnerable sectors of our society
such as migrants, and ending all
forms of prejudice.
Hesaidhealsometwith UN Sec-

retary-General Antonio Guterres
to express the country’s intent of
“strengthening” its role in the UN.

“I expressed interestin enhanc-
ing our role in UN peacekeeping
operations, especially in the ar-
eas such as the Middle East where
we have a large concentration of
OFWs,” Marcos said.

The President earlier disclosed
the country’s bid to secure aseatin
the UN Security Council.

He said he also invited Guterres
to personally visit the country in
the near future.

International position
MARCOS also discussed his formal
and informal bilateral meetings
with the US and Japan and other
keypartnerstotacklethe country’s
priority issues on food and energy
security, and climate change,
“Our discussions were very pro-

ductive, and the members of the
Cabinetwillnowwork to operation-
alizethe manyareasof cooperation
that we identified,” Marcos said.

Last Saturday, the President
also spoke before the Asia Society
Headquarters in New York, where
hereiterated the country’sposition
of treating the US as one of its clos-
estallies particularlyforits defense
and armed forces modernization.

Ontheissueof the country’s ter-
ritorial dispute with China in the
West Philippine Sea, he stressed it
should beaddressed through diplo-
macy.

He also pushed for the peaceful
resolution of the tensions in the
Taiwan Strait, Korean Peninsula
as well as Ukraine.

The visit to the US was Marcos’s
third foreign trip after Indonesia
and Singapore since assuming the
Presidency.
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| was listening to a few talks at the
Heart Mind Institute Summit held
online very recently and one of the
speakers, a young Filipina working
in the dimate change field, men-
tioned that human transformation
is the lacking ingredient. There

is really no shortage in strategies
and policies—the problem, she
said, is that these are not properly
implemented mainly because of
our limitations as human beings.
The change needs to start from the
heart. | believe that she is right.

those meetings and conferences. As
citizens of the world, we should be
alarmed at this picture.
Iwaslisteningtoafewtalksatthe
Heart Mind Institute Summit held
online very recently and one of the
speakers, ayoungFilipinaworkingin
the climate change field, mentioned
that human transformation is the
lacking ingredient. There is really
no shortage in strategies and poli-
cies—the problem, she said, is that

‘these are not properly implemented

mainly because of our limitations as
human beings. The change needs to
start from the heart. I believe that
she is right.

Based on Pagasa’s projections,
the Philippines’ temperature will
increase by 4 degrees by the end of
the21stcentury, while theintensity
oftyphoonshittingthe countrywill
likewise continuetoincrease. Rosa-
lina de Guzman, chief of Pagasa’s
climate data section, said that cli-
mate change mitigation should be
“fully integrated into the planning

_process” of the government, includ-
ing earmarking adequate funds to
be able to address the impact of cli-
mate change and to build resilience
among communities in low-lying
and coastal areas. On the other
hand, the public’s role includes un-
dertaking more serious and more
meaningful efforts to “practice
energy efficiency” and recycling,
conserving water, and using mass
transport, among others.

Knowing people’s all-too-human
behavior, we will not act until we are
alreadystrugglingandourlivesarein
immediate danger. Faced with facts
andwarnings fromscientistsand ex-
perts, we continue to live ourlives as
ifeverythingisfineandwillbefinein
theyearstocome.Itisn’tanissueany
moreof causingunnecessarypanic, it
isall about looking at hard facts and
really doing concrete action to save
our planet and ourselves.
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EDITORIAL
Heed UN Secretary-General's call\tﬁ

addicss most urgent global concerns

“Ourworld is in peril and
paralyzed. We are gridlocked in
colossal global dysfunction. The
United Nations charter and the
ideals it represents are in jeop-
ardy and we have a duty to act.
We cannot go on like this.”

Thus spoke UN Secretary-
General Antonio Guterres as he
addressed the opening of the
77th UN General Assembly that
has adopted the theme —-- “A
watershed moment; transfor-
mative solutions to interlocking
challenges”

Theprotracted Russia-Ukraine
conflict has embroiled Europe
with its first major military
conflict since World War II, with
far-reaching consequences to
therestofthe world. Commodity
prices continue to soar. Coun-
tries like the Philippines that
are netimporters of energy and
food products are threatened by
major supply disruptions.

Secretary-General Guterres
has flagged the seriousness of
the current global fertilizer mar-
ket crunch that, if not stabilized
immediately, could trigger an
even larger and more serious
global food supply erisis. He
said it is essential to remove ob-
stacles to the export of Russian
fertilizers and their ingredients,
including ammonia. High gas
prices also affect the production
of nitrogen fertilizers and must
also be addressed immediately.

Climate change is another
high-priority concern. Accord-
ing to the latest assessment
made by the World Meteorologi-
cal Organization, there’s a 50:50
chance of global temperature
temporarily reaching the 1.5 de-
gree centigrade threshold that
was set in the 2015 Paris Confer-
ence of Parties to the UN Frame-
work Agreement on Climate
Change in the next five years.
The annual mean global near-
surface temperature for each
year between 2022 and 2026 is
predicted to be between 1.1 and
L7 degrees centigrade higher
than preindustrial levels.

Secretary-General Guterres
has deplored that “climate ac-
tion is being put on the back
burner - despite overwhelm-
ing public support around the
world” Meantime, Pakistan was
severely flooded; megadrought

was experienced in both the

United States and China; famine
stalked the Horn of Africa; and
as the climate crisis worsens,
women and children are the
most affected.

.The G20 countries that are
economically more affluent
emit about 80 percent of the
world’s greenhouse gas emis-
sions; they also control the
levers of decision-makingin the
United Nations. Hence gridlock
or inaction, such as the situa-
tion being deplored by the UN
Secretary General, worsens the
extent of global warming and
exacerbates climate injustice:
“the poorest and most vulner-
able - those who contributed
least to this crisis - are bearing
its most brutal impacts”

Finally, Secretary-General
Guterres called attention to a
global cost-of-living crisis, “in
which some 94 countries -
hometo16 billion people - many
in Africa - face a perfect storm:
economic and social fallout from
the pandemic, soaring food and
energy prices, crushing debt
burdens, spiraling inflation,
and.a lack of access to finance,”
He warned: “These cascading
crises are feeding on each other,
compounding inequalities, ere-
ating devastating hardship,
delaying the energy transition,
and threatening global financial
meltdown.”

Itis hoped that the national
leaders that have travelled to
New York this week will instruct
their delegates at the UN General
Assembly to heed the Secretary
General’s call for for unified ac-
tion to address the world’s most
urgent concerns.
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san na ng pag-asang
makamit ang

ugusto
o pﬂmamagné%n ng pags

Romblon po na ui
‘mulan ni Uﬂn—.& rg
‘ay taunang mino-moni-
tor dahil na nﬂrspansm na
figa ang.

samasamasamgakﬂosp'"mna

Pero sakasaiukuyang

panahon ay mukhang
gon ito ng ba-

ng kahulugan, katulad
- ng ibang salitang
ginagamit lamang dati sa

mga talinghaga pero sa i

pag-usad ng panahon ay
hﬁersj.m«angka

_ ang mas

sa mblgr-lgagat at hahang

Angg’obserwyon ng
Rﬂﬁmanﬂ!mdongheﬂm

mate data secti :
Rosalina De Guzman,
mabilis na pag-
taas tublg sa bansa
ga ng mas mabi-
hs ding tunaw ng
nup.yekrsa:ngn,uuﬂa

lamig na parte ng mundo

na dulot naman ng patu-

&Mmmmmw

ng

Nakuha ng usapmg
ito ang aking ate
dahil tatlong beses
na mas mabilis ang pag-
taas ng tubig sa mga ka-
ragatan sa bansa ang

‘naoobserbahan ng

sya kur sa mga da-

ukuiarsaislang'l‘ablasaa
lalawigan ng Romblon ka-
of Science and Technolo-
gy (DOST) Secretary Ren-
ato Solidum at kababayan
din po namin na si dating
PCOO Undersecretary Re-

Kaya nga habang
umuusad ang panahon,
ang tsansang mamundok
ang mga taga-Romblon at
a0 e Tshaai

sa mga mababang
n lugarat daﬁmpmlgan ay
taas.

Dahil sa climate
change, magkakaroon na
rin ng bagong kahulugan
ang pamumundok, hin-
di na ito pang-insurhi-
ya o aktibismo o pagpa-
m maging rebelde,

ay paghahangad
na maghanap ng mas
mataas na lugar na mali-
lipatan hindi ma-
Iubog at malunod sa pag-
taas ng tubig.

Sana makahana :
ng lunas ang mga an-

sa upang maabatan ang
z}awaﬁang pamumun-
dok ng inga Pinoy.
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Food

and
chergy

HILE they are neither mutually exclusive

nor inseparable, the two serious threats

currently facing the world are the pros-

ects of energy and food shortages. Unfor-

tunately, the olcF‘ ‘Follow the Money” dictum shows how
financial interests cloud thinking and possible solutions to
mitigate the problems.
T e e s e T e e e e

It is fair to say that those responsible for making critical decisions are
completely insulated and protected from those negative situations, and
have no skin in the game other than how much financial reward they can
gain as quickly as possible. ]

The hypocrisy of the admonitory order “do as I say, not as I do” has
gone far beyond ironic when every year there are headlines such as this.
Forbes, November 5, 2021: “118 Private Jets Take Leaders To COP26 Cli-
mate Summit.” :

The argument that this involves only a few people and only a few events
is not acceptable either. Per capita, the richest 80 million people in the
world—1.1 percent of the total population—account for 15 percent of to-
tal global emissions, more than twice that of the poorest half of humanity,
which produces 7 percent. N I\ A

But people have to travel, and to eat and what the rich eat also flash
insincerity. At the state dinner hosted by President Barack Obama in
2011 honoring South Korea President Lee Myung-bak, the menu included
“Masago Rice Pearl Crispies.” Masago Arare Rice Pearl sells for over $30
(P1,700) per kilo.

. As of January 2020, estimates are that globally, 10 percent of the
world—700 million people—is living on less than $2 a day. There is obvi-
ously nothing wrong with people who can afford to enjoy the finer things
in life. Nonetheless, to be feasting while talking about food insecurity and
widespread hunger is confusing.

The same contradictions happen with energy security and availability.

The greatest leap in human quality of life came in the 20th century
with the availability of inexpensive energy through fossil fuels. In 1820,
about 90 percent of the world lived in extreme poverty. That was reduced
to 74 percent in 1910. But by 2015, only 10 percent live in extreme poverty
globally and it is not a coincidence that this trend goes along with energy
availability.

But since the mid-1950s fossil fuels have been increasingly demonized.
The greatest fossil fuel “fraud” was in a 1956 paper by American geologist
Marion King Hubbert—which has been treated as fact by many “ecolo-
gists"—predicting overall petroleum production would peak in the US
between 1965 and 1970. In 1974, Hubbert projected that global oil pro-
duction would peak in 1995. As of 2021, forecasts for the year of peak oil
point to 2040.

Limited and finite resources are a fact. However, what the “peak oil”
enthusiasts always forget to mention is that Hubbert wrote that nuclear
energy would be able to sustain humanity for centuries. Earlier thismonth,
US Treasury Secretary and former head of the Federal Reserve—and now
energy expert—Janet Yellen spoke, “We will rid ourselves from our cur-
rent dependence on fossil fuels. Instead, America would come to depend
on the wind and the sun.”

Initially, we cannot simply walk away from this essential determinant
of our future in a few decades, never mind years. Moreover, nuclear plants
remain the safest way to make electricity and are among the most benign
of all human activities.

Underinvestmentinhydrocarbonsandassociated infrastructureis driv-
en by political pressure and it is the less-developed economies that suffer
the most. But “climate-change” cry some environmentalists. Deaths from
severe weather declined by over 90 percent since 1920 because wealthier
societies with abundant access to energy have become safer places to live.

A large majority of deaths caused by severe weather are concentrated
in poorer nations blighted by energy poverty. We need to change that, but
it will not come from windmills and solar panels. =
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Moreover, Neda has been working with
the Asian Development Bank (ADB) in formu-
lating the country’s Sustainable Consumption
and Production Framework and Action Plan
launched in September 2019. The plan was de-
signed to be the backbone of green capitalism,
whereby profit-maximization and environ-
mental protection will go hand-in-hand and,
in some cases, be complementary to each oth-
er. Sustainable consumption and production
is one of the Sustainable Development Goals
propounded by the United Nations.

This is where PPP projects can further
expa.nd their roles, particularly in devel-
oping_innovative solutions for implement-

ing and integrating renewable energy and

waste-to-energy (WTE) components in in-
frastructure and other development proj-
ects. This is possible since the majority of the
waste we produce is biodegradable at around
52 percent and recyclable at 28 percent.

There have been such PPP projects pro-
posed in LGUs i.e. Quezon City assisted by the
PPP Center, Davao assisted by Jica, Cebu as-
sisted by ADB, and one more in Palawan. With
strong moral support from the national lead-
ership, and given a bigger share of the national
budget already being allocated to LGUs, they
should be encouraged to get involved in WTE
projects, thereby helping the country to more
effectively address the solid waste management
issue to amplify our renewable energy sources.

It would be good for the public-cum-private
sector to join hands toward motivating busi-
nessmen and the citizenry to invest in and pro-
mote waste-to-energy projects to expand our
renewable energy space. This would capacitate
our country to not only meet its power require-
ments but also potentially enable future gener-
ations to have a clean and healthy environment,
and nature aptly protected.

Ernesto M. Pernia is professor emeritus of
economics, University of the Philippines
Diliman, and former secretary of socioeco-
nomic planning, Neda.
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president of the
International School
of Sustainable
Tourism (ISST),
shows and defines
ecotourism in her
latest project during
a recent ocular

i inspection of the

ISST compound in
Silang, Cavite with

‘Dr.Theresa Lim

executive director
of the Asean Centre
for Biodiversity

and her group for
the forthcoming
International Eco-
Tourism and Travel
Mart on March 30 to
April 2, 2023,



