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MASUNGI VIOLENCE

SEN’ ‘Ana Theresia Risa” Hontive- duty to defend the i interest of this  ported d that over 30 ai'med men
: r&hax called for a Senate inquiry ~ conservation site. We cannot take employed by Sinagtala Security

_into incidents of violence, land our environmental defenders for

' grabbing illegal logging and quar- - granted,” Hontiveros said in a
rying at the Masungi Georeserve.  -statement. -

The senator on Thursday said ~ Masungi Reserve is a protected

* these incidents might affect the - area established under Repuhllt -.
teers and employees of Masungi

Masungi Georeserve and the rest  Act 11038 or the Expanded In-

ofthe Upper Marikina River Basin ' tegrated Ptumed Area Systems :
3 30 5, alsé re:ponedly been l‘hreatened

Protected Landscape (UMRBPL). Law.= =1
’*Wg, in gpvemment. ﬁave a" ’!'b‘n- Sept. .'19??{!22!:“;..

a

-~ Agency Services were encamped

along the Marikina-Infanta High-
way, within the vicinity of the

'~ conservation area. .

Honfiveros sataliat Sitohi

Georeserve Foundation Inc. have

enﬁe:f’in illegal qlfanymg, log- a Sn-mrllfon-year old limestone aelzed . ' shotguns and two .38
ging and land grabbing. Two park fonnanons, should be saved and  caliber revolvers from the security

' preservation of our country’s natu- it personnel will maintain peace

Wshetm 2021 secured.” e - guards i

“Aside from the issue on peace Meanwhlle, tl’xe "?hnltppme Fa;agmﬁmﬂm upon chec.k
and order, itisalsoanissueonthe  National Police-(PNP) Said that *:iié with the PNP Firearms and
ral resources,” she said inFilipino  in the reservation. WL wereregiste?::ii :ntlh ;alzim
and English. “The biodiversity  PNPspokesman Col. Jean Fajar- - police will be muwm:m
and integrity of the area’s natural  do said the dispute on ownemhxp yeace in ﬁleiéermim -
environment, including the 400 is for the courts to decide. AMAY
species of flora m%fmma aswell  On September 19, pohcexqemj ~ AND FRA}

- - ! TSN T
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Protect the Masungi
Georeserve

The threats faced by the Masungi Georeserve continue and
 are now seemingly more dangerous than ever.

Situated in the southern Sierra Madre range in Baras,

Rizal, the Masungi Georeserve is a conservation area, some

47 kilometers east of Manila.

Everyone wants a piece of it, it seems — pmpert‘y develop-
ers, land grabbers, quarrying operators, etc.
The government must protect this place at all cost.
Masungi, you see, serves as a natural filter for vital water-
ways. Here, the air is crisp and fresh; wildlife and plant species
| abound. It's a community rich with
EY ES W I D E heritage and life but threatened by
! modern-day developments.

OPEN Just recently, we again heard

pra— about another threat agamst Ma-

sungi.

A few days ago, Masungi sound-
ed the alarm because over 30 armed
_ men from a security agency were

48 of the Marikina-Infanta Highway.

“Let’s be clear. This is an inva-
“sion.” .
The Masungi Foundation called it
. aninvasion and rightly so. The area
is part of the Masun.gx s conservation site.

“Asiitis, the group is flagrantly violating Articles (n ) and
(0) of Section 20 of RA 7586 (NIPAS Law) as amended by RA
11038, as well as trespassing and conducting forcible entry
in broad daylight along a national highway.

- “The area is part of Masungi's conservation site, the Ka-
liwa Watershed protected area, and has been legally titled
to the Republic of the Philippines since the 1950s. It is being
conserved and reforested by our team under an agreement
with the government.

“Despite this; Sinagtala (Security éagencylclaima to holda

== i

- survey plan named after a certain'Beatriz Sonquipal that was

signed by a director of the Department of Environment and
Natural Resources (DENR) Regional Office in the early 2000's.
Obviously, a mere survey plan is not a proof of uwners}ﬂp,”
Masungi Foundation said in a statement.

The DENR likewise confirmed that a survey plan is not
proof of ownership.

Masungi.also said:

“Thus we reiterate the urgent need for the DENR, DILG,
and PNP to take immediate action to enforce the laws and
mandates they are sworn to uphold, stop this ongoing inva-
sion, and remove the invaders..

“This is a critical area for the wildlife sanctuary and the
consequences of losing this area once again will set back
forest protection and be a huge injustice to Filipinos,”
Masungi said. -

The Philippine National Police (PNP) has intervened and
found out that the security officers failed to present registra-
tion of their firearms, which is a violation of existing laws
on firearms.

“The Regional Civil Securlty Unit (RCSU) 4A (CALA-
BARZON) found out that the security officers failed to pres-
ent firearms registration of 12 shotguns and two revolvers,
prompting the team to confiscate them,” PNF spokesperson
Col. Jean Fajardo said on Wednesday. =~ -

Fajardo, however, said the PNP’s role on the matter is only
limited to securing peace and order in the area.

The Masung;}:oundahom therefore, continues to seek the
government’s help to address the matter and to prevent future
threats against this protected area.

Protected area

In 2011, the Masungi Georeserve was declared a protected
area under Proclamation 296. _

However, numerous individuals and groups have been
interested in the area due to its mining, quarrying and real

‘estate potential.

Against all these threats, the Masung1 Foundation strives -
to protect the area, comprising 430 hectares of seconda
forest and 2,270 of grasslands from deforestation and whig':
currently stores an estimate of 160,000 tons of carbon or
the equivalent of 66 million gallons of gasoline consumed.
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natural abihty of &téwatemh@d to regulate water. Watersheds

are important because they provide many ecosystem services

including carbon and water storage, erosion and flood control,
increased biodiversity and many more.
Climate change

At the 77th United Nations General Assembly on Sept.
20 (New York time), President Marcos spoke about climate
change, acknowledgmg it as “the greatest threat affecting our
nations and pe 7|

“Therei mma&erpmblemso globa.lmnatuxethatltmqmres
a united effort, one led by the United Nations. The effects of cli-
mate change are uneven and reflect an historical injustice: Those
who are least responsible suffer the most. The Philippines, for
example, is a net carbon sink, we absorb carbon dioxide than
weenutAndyet,weamthe4&1mostvu]nerablecmm&ym
climate change.

“This injustice must be corrected, andtllosewhomedmdo
more must act now.

“We acceptourshareafresponsihihtyandm]lmnhnueto
do our part to avert this collective disaster.

“We call on industrialized countries to immediately fulfill
their obligations under the United Nations Framework Con-
vention on Climate Change and the Paris Agreement to cut

 their ouse gas emissions, provide climate financing
and technology transfer for adaptation for the most vulner-
able and developing countries to lead by example. We look -
furward to concrete outcomes at the Conference of Parties in-
later this year,” he said..

T is is a positive step in the right direction but the» :
Marcos administration must also address the thmats here b
at home with utmost urgency.

- As Marcos said at the UN: Climate change is here "'Iihe

- time for talk about if and when has long since passed —it
is here, it is now.”

The government therefore must protect our pmtednd
areas including the Masungl Georeserve, with utnmst "
urgency.

Iris Gonzales’ email address is eyesgonzales@gmml com.

Follow her on Twitter @eyesgonzales. Column archives
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Masungi row best
left to courts — PNP

BY GLEN JACOB JOSE

The Philippine National Police
has said it is up to the local courts
to pass judgment on the dispute at
the Masungi Georeserve in Rizal
where armed men were accused-
of planning to take over portions
of the reservation area.

PNP spokesperson Col. Jean
Fajardo assured the public that
the police will, nonetheless,
maintain high visibility in the
area to maintain the peace in the
ecological reservation. -

Fajardo made the statement
shortly after the Masungi
Georesetve Foundation urged
President Ferdinand “Bongbong”
Marcos Jr. and other government
Rodolfo Azurin Jr, to order the
arrest of guards from the Sinagtala
Security Agency. >

Over a dozen guns were seized
from the guards this week after

for the firearms which, a regional
police official said, were found to

be registered with the agency.
_The foundation has been

claiming that about 30 Sinagtala
guards have encamped at Kilometer
48 of the reservation since last week,
allegedly preparing to grab huge
tracks of protected land.

Survey plan
Sinagtala representatives

" claimed they have a survey plan

under the name of one Beatriz
Sonquipal that was reportedly
issued by the Department
of Environment and Natural
Resources regional office in the
early 2000s.

The Masungi Foundation
stressed the survey plan is not
proof of ownership and cannot be
used in taking land titled in favor
of the government. :

Fajardo said that they are
seeking the help of the DENR

“If there are issues with respect
to ownership since the adverse

.claimant is occupying an area

and even hired a security agency,
I think it is best decided by the
proper court,” she told reporters
in a press briefing on Wem%ay
held at Camp Crame.
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PRESIDENT Ferdinand “Bongbong” Marcos Jr. on Wednesday (Manila time) di?- -
cussed with former United Kingdom (UK) Prime Minister Anthony Charles Lynton
Blair the global economic issues and peace-building initiatives in the Bangsamoro
Autenomous Region in Muslim Mindanao (BARMM). fPage 15

Change, a non-profit orga- factions and clansmen
nization that provides sup- demonstrates that unity is
: _port to political leaders and le even in the most
The issues were raised go' to build open, ing circumstances,” he
during Marcos’ meeting inclusive, and prosperous said.

withB aumNewYoa:kﬁz societies in a globalized Marcos said the country

m thempm'neng of So th“:aatm Na-
" Southeas! n Na-
attacks on tions. -

terrorist .
11, 2001, and July 7% “In the face of great di-
M o b ) . i e el ﬁ i

address during the 77th mﬁm&\ehﬂgﬂ' to
i  sessi i unite 2 oi'mingnmﬂtg__ ing
lobal econc such as tions General Assembly. ﬁe and ility in the

ood security, clis ac- NGA) on 'Wedrm:!:g' “Pacific region,” Mar-
tion, and trade,” Marcos ?Hanﬂa time), Marcos said cos said. -
said in a Facebook post.  “inclusive dialogue” has Marcos is on the fourth
Marcos is currently in contributed to the Philip- day of his six-day trip to
the United States (US) fora  pines’ success in attaining the USwhere heis
working visit. : mgpmwddﬂulop- to hold more bilateral talks
Blair, on the other hand, ment in BARMM. : with heads of state and
serves as the current execu- peace that we '
tive chairperson of theTony forged many decades big businesses. PNA
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and Premdent%mue dis-

cussed areas of United

tion and.

sup[:orl, accurdutﬁeto a

The ‘two leaders also
views on the in-
ternational situation as
well as climate action initi-
atives.

Climate change took
centerstage in Marcos”
address earlier in the da
where he pushed for cli
trialized anil'l-duﬁ"

: countries, urgi
that the “historical
tice” caused by glol

UNSG

%“t’ﬂerﬂleumst” sald

: Maxcos

The chief eﬁecuhve la-

ﬁb&d how the country
the effects of

become vulnerable to

tions look back, let them
not ask why wedid not take
this ity to turn the
tide, why did we continue

 in our profligate ways until

it was Ino late? This threat
knows no borders, no social
class, nor any itical
consnderatmn ow we

address it will be the true

~ test of our time,” said Mar--

€08.

In his the Presi-
dent also called for invest- -
ments to improve icul-
ture and ensure secu-
rity. g

He also looks forward
to strenﬁ‘t‘hemn partner-
ships with the U%I and oth=
er member states to bolster.

icultural productivity,
which is among the key:
programs of his adminis-
tration.

H
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MEMBERS of the Quezon City Department of Public Order and Safety join riders
from environmental advocacy and cycling groups during the Pedal for People
and Planet event on April 24, 2022 to push for more immediate action in
addressing climate change impact.

Groups seek concrete
steps from Marcos on
climate crisis, rights

PHILIPPINE-BASED groups on

Thursday. said President Ferdi-
nand R. Marcos, Jr. failed to sub-
stantiate his climate change talk
at the United Nations General
Assembly, adding that he also fell
short of discussing the country’s
human rights situation.

Jon Bonifacio, national direc-
tor of Kalikasan People’ Network,
a coalition of green groups, said
Mr. Marcos needs to lay down a
clear platform to shield the Phil-
ippines from the worst impacts
of global warming and protect
environmental defenders.

“While millions of Filipinos
suffer directly from the impacts

of our ongoing economic and

ecological crisis, all we are get-
ting from Marcos Jr. so far are
flowery statements,” said Mr.
Bonifacio, who participated in

climate-related activities in New a5

ﬁoi-km time for the UN event. -

' “While Marcos Jr. included'

cﬁm change in h;&cgatral

message, this is mere p ring as
f‘?ssll‘ ; 1

he plans on q’:spandmg
based energy mdustrym the Phil-
lppmes,” he added.

Press Secretary Trixie Cruz-

A.tggalas dld mi immedlately

Mr. Bonifacio said Mr. Mar-
cos has not yet tackled concerns
about development projects that

. the former administration said
pose threats to the environment
and communities,

The Marcos government con-
siders the mining industry as one
of the major contributors to the
Philippines’ economic recovery.

Center for Environmental
Concerns-Philippines (CEC) Ex-
ecutive Director Lia Torres said
this contradicts his “stated com-
mitments on climate change.”

“Marcos Jr.’s push for more
large-scale mines in the Philip-
pines will only worsen the rapid
degradation of our forests, rivers

~ and seas,” she said. “Big mining is
a major factor in the massive dis-
placement of indigenous people
and rural communities.”

.+ “This will augur more

" ter for mmaranh fore%tfmgds-
and the ruralpooraepmmum"ﬁes
“of mostly indlgenoug peoples,”
o s'he said. — Kyle Q.riltophere
. &Wza
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Defining and understanding climate
change is already half the battle

often read or hear
about climate change.
The topic, admittedly,
is not “exciting” and

would not even go viral online. A’

friend even told me that talking
about climate change is too gloomy
with all the negative forecasts and
doomsday scenarios. I'agree. But not
talking about it now is just delaying
the inevitability that we have to face
the effects of climate change as a
nation sooner than later.

That friend asked me to explain
climate change as if he was a child.
Fair enough. As journalists, we have
the responsibility to “talk” to a wide

audience, especially to those who

need to understand it most. Climate
change, I said, is change in the usual
climate of the planet caused by hu-
man activity. Because of this “un-

balance,” the sustainability of the.
earth is threatened. Simple enough?
To dig deeper into climate change

is to have a macro view of the
definitions surrounding it. Part of
addressing climate change is un-
derstanding what it truly is. For ex-

ample, the United Nations (UN) de-

fined climate change as “long-term
shifts in temperatures and weather
patterns.” The UN noted that these
shifts may be natural...but since the
1800s, “human activities have been
the main driver of climate change,

primarily due to burning fossil fuels

like coal, oil, and gas.”

The UN further added: “Burning
fossil fuels generates greenhouse
gas emissions that act like a blanket
wrapped around the earth, trapping

the sun’s heat and raising tempera-

tures. Examples of greenhouse gas
emissions that are causing climate
change include carbon dioxide and
methane. These come from using
gasoline for driving a car or coal
for heating a building, for example.
Clearing land and forests can also
release carbon dioxide. Energy, in-
dustry, transport, buildings, agri-
culture and land use are among the
main emitters.”

‘Compare the UN definition from
the one provided by the US’ National
Aeronautics and Space Administra-
tion (NASA). It said that climate
change is a “broad range of global
phenomena created predominantly
by burning fossil fuels, which add

atmosphere. These phenomena
include the increased temperature
trends described by global warm-
ing, but also encompass changes
such as sea-level rise; ice mass loss
in.Greenland, Antarctica, the Arctic
and mountain glaciers worldwide;
shifts in flower and plant blooming;
and extreme weather events.”

The Manila Bulletin is organizing the first
'Sustainahility Forum' on Nov. 23-24, 2022
with the theme 'Beyond Green." The two-day
event will include a virtual forum highlight-
ing best ESG (environment, social, and gov-
ernance) practices, and a recognition night
at the City of Dreams Manila where Manila
Bulletin will honor programs and initiatives
that have made our planet better,

IT'S GETTING HOT IN HERE. The earth is now about 1.1-degree Cel-
sius warmer than it was in the late 1800s. (Photo from UN.org).

See any difference? It sounds like
they just copied from one another.

In our country, it is the Climate
Change Commission (CCC) that
is mandated by law (Republic Act
9729: The Climate Change Act of
2009) to serve as the “lead policy-
making body tasked to coordinate,
monitor, and evaluate action plans
of the government related to climate
change.” For the CCC, climate change

is caused by man’s lifestyle. “Our

lifestyle has led to the accumulation

of gx;gephouge gas in the atmosphere.
heat-trapping gas to the earth's T

 gasses s trap | heat from the sun,

making the

earth warm-

er. Manifes-  EDITORS DESK
o

warmer world JOHANNES L. [:HHA

include rising

mean temperatures, sea level rise,
and increase in the frequency and
intensity of extreme weather events
like droughts and greater rainfall.”

Referring to these definitions,
one could already sense a pattern.
First, it is man’s activity in pursuit
of progress that changed our climate.
The UN warned that “greenhouse
gas concentrations are their highest
levels in two million years.” “Emis-
sions continue to rise. As a result, the
earth is now about 1.1-degree Celsius
warmer than it was in the late 1800s.
The last decade (2011-2020) was the
warmest on record.”

“Because the Earth is a system,
where everything is connected,
changes in one area can influence
changes in all others,” said the UN.
Consequences of climate change
include catastrophic events such as
intense droughts, water scarcitv,
severe fires, rising sea levels, flood -
ing, melting polar ice, devastating
storms, and declining biodiversity.

Now, climate
change is part of
President Marcos’
speech in front of the
UN General Assem -
bly. There is much
to discuss there as
he asked for nations
who have the high-
est greenhouse gas
emissions to help
countries such as the
Philippines, which
is the “fourth most
vulnerable country to
climate change.”

This is an issue that I person-
ally agree with the administration. |
would even join the President in call-
ing for “climate justice.” Whatever
politics or ideologies we may have, we
all agree that there is one — only one‘
— earth. And starting to clearly de-
fine climate change, and making the
majority of the 110 million Filipinos
truly understand what it truly means
is already winning half of the

. Johannes L, Chua is the editg " f
Enwronment&ﬁxstﬁmbimy ectio

i g |
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Achieving climate justice under
the administration of President
Marcos and “under fascist lead-
ers” is not possible since it also
entails fighting for democracy,
according to international cli-
mate activists, including the
outspoken Swedish teenager
Greta Thunberg.

Their messages were con-
veyed in a short video played
on Wednesday night during a
program held by protesters on

University of the Philip-
pines Diliman campus marking
the soth anniversary of the dec-
laration of martial law.

The clip featured the
1g-year-old Thunberg, who
came to international atten-
tion for her scathing “How dare
vou!” speech at the United Na-
tions climate conference in
New York in 2019.

She was joined by fellow

VIDEO MESSAGE AFTERPRESIDENT’SSPEECH ATUN

GRETA, OTHER ACTIVISTS DOUBT GLIMATE JUSTICE UNDER MARGOS

climate activists—Alde Nilsson
also from Sweden and Mitzi
Jonelle Tan from the Philip-
pines—who pledged their sup-
port to human rights and en-
vironmental advocates in the
country.

On Sept. 20, in his speech

at the UN General Assembly
(UNGA) in New York City, Mar-
cos noted that the effects of
climate change had been “un-
even” and reflected “historical
injustice,” and that countries
that were actually “least re-
sponsible” for climate change
tend to “suffer the most.”
,  But for Thunberg and Nils-
son, climate justice in the Phil-
ippines may not be achievable
especially under the current ad-
ministration. g

“There can be no climate
justice under Marcos,” Thun-
berg bluntly said in the video.
“We stand in solidarity with
martial law victims, seeking jus-
tice for human rights defenders
who seek the democratic rights

i

J

Greta Thunberg —arp

of the people and climate jus-
tice.”

“Fighting for climate justice
is the fight for democracy and
freedom,” Nilsson said. “We
cannot attain climate justice
under fascist leaders.”

Gov't allies
For Ann Dumaliang, a trust-
ee and cofounder of the Masun-
gi Georeserve Foundation, she

tends to the UN,” she said.

Added Dumaliang: “We
need action now and we look
forward to having an ally in the
President.”

Meanwhile, environmen-
tal group Kalikasan People's
Network for the Environment
dismissed Mr. Marcos' speech
at the UNGA as “flowery state-
ments and empty promises.”

“all we are getting from
[the President] so far are flow-
ery statements while millions
of Filipinos suffer directly
from the impacts of our ongo-
ing economic and ecological
crisis,” Jon Bonifacio, Kalikasan
national coordinator, said in a
statement on Wednesday. “We
need concrete action that puts
the interests of the Filipino
people first.”

Posturing
Bonifacio said his group
expected Marcos to include
climate change in his message
at the UN, “something he has

hoped that the remarks of the
President at the UNGA would
be “mirrored and demonstrat-
ed” in the plight of environ-
mental defenders and civil soci-
ety organizations.

The foundation is current-
ly facing threats of harassment
based on the encampment of
more than 30 armed men within
the protected area of Masungi.

Dumaliang emphasized that
environmental defenders and
groups have been at the front-
lines and should be considered
as the government'’s allies “in
overcoming inertia for change
from the ground up and in im-
plementing nature-based solu-
tions for climate and disaster
risk resilience.”

“We hope to see convic-
tion and timely action man-
ifest in our recent calls for
Malacanang's intervention in
the challenges we are current-
ly facing, the invasions and
land-grabbing operations hap-
pening in Masungi as he at-

been doing (from the) campaign
trail.”

“But it's clear that despite
hitting all the right notes with
his language—much like [Vice
President Sara] Duterte was
able to do before the Asean (As-
sociation of Southeast Asian
Nations) and other internation-
al bodies—this is mere postur-
ing as he plans on expanding
the local fossil gas industry,” he
said.

Mr. Marcos’ speeches, he
said, had “consistently been
lacking in the human rights
dimension around transition
and ensuring that the needs of
communities are put first, rath-
er than the profits of local oli-
garchs.”

“With planned and ongoing
mega-dams and even mega-so-
lar farm projects in the hands of
local billionaires, it's clear that
democratic and decentralized
energy production is not on
the Marcos agenda,” Bonifacio
lamented. ma
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WASHINGTON—Climate
groups called Wednesday for
the World Bank’s president to
be removed after he refused mul-
tiple times to say if he believed
man-made emissions contrib-
uted to global warming.
Activists have previous-
ly called for David Malpass to
resign or be removed for what
they say is an inadequate ap-
proach to the climate crisis.
The head of the World Bank
is traditionally an American
while the other big international
lender in Washington, the IMF,
tends to be European. Malpass is

Al M -
=4 i ol W

Vil Lo

istrations in the United States
and was appointed in 2019 while
Donald Trump, who famously
and repeatedly denied the sci-
ence behind climate change, was
president.

‘I'm no scientist’

The chorus against Malpass
grew louder after his appearance
Tuesday at a New York Times
conference on climate finance.

Asked by a journalist to re-
spond to former US Vice Presi-
dent Al Gore’s claim that he was
a climate denier, Malpass said
that some of his critics “may

‘a veteran of Republican admin-

not know what the_ World Bank

AFTER WB CHEF DODGES ELIATEQUESTIONS

is doing.” He boasted that its

climate funding is “by far the

biggest” among international
financial institutions.

After another attempt failed
to get a straight answer, the jour-
nalist, David Gelles, said: “Let
me just be as clear as I can: Do
you accept the scientific consen-
sus that the man-made burning
of fossil fuels is rapidly and dan-
gerously warming the planet?”

Malpass again pointed to the
World Bank’s work on the issue,
at which point multiple people

‘in the audience shouted: “An-

swer the question!”
__ “I don’t even know. I'm not

day for the World Bank’s board
to remove Malpass over the
comments.

“For the World Bank to
maintain any shred of decency,
Malpass cannot remain as pres-
ident,” said Tasneem Essop, ex-
ecutive director of the Climate
Action Network, a Big Shift
member group.

A separate group of activist
organizations said they would
on Thursday unveil a banner at
the World Bank's headquarters
in Washington that reads: “The
World Bank Group is Run by a
Climate Denier.”

Malpass’ term ends in 2024

David Malpass —reuTers

a scientist,” responded a clearly
frustrated Malpass.

The Big Shift
The Big Shift, a consortium of
Clilzla_.ti groups, called Wednes-

and he can only be removed by a
vote of the World Bank's board.

‘Biden’s decision’

Climate groups have called

on President Joe Biden to up the
outside pressure.

Biden’s climate change en-
voy, former US Secretary of State
John Kerry, declined during an
appearance at the same Times
event to comment on Malpass’
future, saying “that’s the presi-
dent’s decision.”

The World Bank declined to
comment on the situation when
reached by Agence France-Pres-
se (AFP). —arp
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| I?seek apology

BY GABY B. KEITH

AGUIO CITY: “I believe that, as present _

officials, we owe the Baguio indigenous

peoples (IPs) a public apology like
[what] the Australian government [made] to
their aboriginal peoples.”

This was the statement of Coun-
cilor Jose Molintas, an Ibaloy, in
his privilege speech during the city
council’s regular session on Sept.
15:2022)

Molintas made reference to the
public apology made by Austra-

lian Prime Minister Kevin Rudd

in 2008 to the aboriginal and
Torres Strait islander peoples of
Australia “whose lives had been
blighted by past government
policies of forced child removal

" and assimilation.”

_ Just like the Australian gov-
ernment, the city government of
Baguio must also acknowledge
the historical injustices committed

against its indigenous peoples, -

he said.

" These Baguio IPs whom Molm-

tas referred to were the Ibaloys and
the Kalanguyas.

He noted the discrimination
and oppression experienced by
the Baguio IPs for the past 120
years, particularly the deprivation
of the original settlers of their
right to claim legal ownership of
their lands.

“The Baguio indigenous peoples

lost their ancestral lands due to the
_imposition of foreign laws imple-

mented in a very discriminatory
manner as if they were non-exis-
tent under the Spanish regime,”
Molintas recalled. ;

He brought up Mateo Carino’s
fight for his ownership over his
148-hectare 1and within the Camp
John Hay reservation that his clan,

thelbaloy tribe, had been occupy- -

ing since time immemorial.
Records show that the United

States Supreme Court upheld

Cargip s rights over the proper-

i

ty, which ruling paved the way
for the establishment and rec-
ognition of the ancestral lands’
native titles.

The ruling of the US Supreme
Court penned by Chief Justice O!-
iver Wendell Holmes is known as
the Mateo Carino Doctrine, which
has benefited not only the IPs of
the Philippines but also native
communities in the other paris
of the world as courts around the
globe continue to cite this juris-
prudence in protecting the rights
of the original inhabitants of a
certain territory.

According to Molintas, how-
ever, Baguio City had allegedly
been selling the lands supposed]y
covered by “native titles” through
townsites sales application, com-
mercial sales application and mis-
cellaneous sales application since
the day it was chartered.

“Baguio has been making mon-
ey out of these ancestral lands
In fact, this system encouraged
illegal occupation of lands as they
were given priority to acquire titles
instead of being disqualiﬁed This
is one of our present major land
problems because illegal séttlers
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“Sept: 1, 2022,

“If we are sensitive and not ig-
norant of the past injustices, then

have now encma{fhed into our
reserved lands,” he stated.
Molintas asserted that the cur-
rent and future administrations
must work harder for the remu-
neration and restoration of these
ancestral lands that the original

‘settlers had lost.

He called out the city-govern-
ment for not acknowledging the

“hi ical discrimination” against
t.h:ﬁ.\;b IPs during the yearly
celebration of Baguio Day.
Molintas further expressed dis-
appointment on the presumed
lack of historical and cultural sen-
sitivity during the celebration as

“he pointed out a specificinstance.

_ He admitted to taking offense
on the chanting of “Uggayam”

‘and the conduct of “Pitik,” both

non-Ibaloi rituals, instead of the
recitation of the Ibaloi prayer
called “Badiw” during the Baguio
City Charter Day celehrauen on

we should formally apologize to
them Bagum 1Ps] and avoid bei
offensive in the next ceIebrgmns
Molintas said.

 Furthermore, he pomted outthe

exclusion of a certain provision = Hee

in the original city charter from

the revised city charter of 2022-

(Republic Act 11689).

The provision mentioned was
Section 9, which provided for the
creation of an advisory council
including five igorots as members.

,Consequently, there are no
igorots on the list of members of
the newly constituted advisory

He also bemoaned the absence
of an indigenous people man-
datory representative in the city
council.

Molintas went on to assail the
revised city charter, saying the an-

cestral land claims of the Baguio

IPs “were not given emphasis” and
were instead made subordinate
to the jurisdiction of the Bases

Conversion and Development
~ Authority over an expanded area,
- including lands occupwd by 13

villages.

He said a technical working
group created by the city council
will initiate a comprehensive
review of the revised city charter
‘together with all the stakeholders

\eacademe,
expressed hope that Bagmo
City Lone District Rep. Marquez
“Mark” Go, principal author of
the revised city charter, will work

:with the technical working group

on the proposed amendment of
the “vague provisions” of the law.

‘Molintas pointed out the ab-
sence of the annual celebration

|

of the International Day of the

World's Indigenous Peoples in
Baguio City as institutionalized
by Ordinance 87-2019 because
no funds were allocated for this

In hls speech he appealed to h.lS
fellow city officials for the issuance
of an official public apology by
the city government to the Bagu-
io IPs on a fitting occasion like
the supposed celebration of the
International Day of the World's
Indigenous Peoples in the dity.

Molintas also appealed to the
event organizers of the city govern-
ment to seek the advice of leaders
of the Igorot communities on the
conduct of culture-related events
in order to accurately portray the
“true- customs and-traditions” of
the Baguio IPs.

e, L
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Pangasinan to fix
quarry industry

LINGAYEN, PANGASINAN—The quarry indus-
try in Pangasinan will undergo an extensive regu-
latory overhaul to curb illegal operations that have
damaged rivers and left communities vulnerable to
flooding. Gov. Ramon Guico III finds the province’s
P12-million annual income from local quarrying to
be “measly” compared to its counterparts in Ilo-
cos Norte, Hlocos Sur and La Union provinces.

—STORY BY YOLANDA SOTELO .



STRATEGIC

N
§ COMMUNICATION
AND
i

pe— INITIATIVES
e  SERVICE

TITLE :

PHILIPREENE DA

SALANCED NEWS + FEARLESS ViE

2
INQUIRER § 05-

4 & &

PAGE I.OWEI

BANNER
STORY

EDITORIAL CARTOC

PAGE

LINGAYEN, PANGASINAN—
The- quarry industry in Pan-
gasinan will undergo an ex-
tensive regulatory overhaul to
curb illegal operations that have
damaged rivers and which put
communities at risk to flooding,
Gov. Ramon Guico III said.
During a recent meeting
with officials of the Depart-
ment of Environment and Nat-
ural Resources (DENR), Guico
ordered a review of quarry op-
erations which bring a “measly
P12 million” annually to the

haye proper documentations.
":Those [firms] without pa-
pers will have to go. They have
to stop,” he said in a separate
interview on Monday.

Waste disposal

Guico said the review
should not disrupt quarry oper-
ations to avoid delaying sched-
ules of construction projects
relying on materials supplied
by the province.

But the review team must
also assess the impact of the

provincial government, despite
the daily extraction of river
sand and gravel.

Pangasinan used to generate
the highest quarry revenues in
the Ilocos region, said Socrates
Gaerlan, regional director of the
Mines and Geosciences Bureau.

“When the sand and gravel
business started, Pangasinan
had the highest income on the
number of quarry permits is-
sued here when compared to
permits released by the prov-
inces of La Union, Ilocos Sur

industry on rivers, which could
worsen flooding during storm
season, he said.

The management and dis-
posal of waste from quarry
operations is another problem
that needs to be resolved, the
governor added.

“Stone crushing plants are
right in the middle of the river,
which is dangerous because [it
affects riverside sand that] are
a natural flood control mech-
anism. Each day, [ pass by the
river' along San Fablan town

and Ilocos Norte. So we won-
der why it ‘has lagged behind,”
Gaerlan said at the meeting

with Guico.,

Pangasinan has been col-
lecting an excise of P16 per cu-
bic meter of gravel since 2010
from haulers and the rate has
not increased. Other provinces,
records showed, collect P25 to
P30 per cubic meter.

Guico said a team would be
deployed by the provincial gov-
ernment and the DENR to screen
operators and determine who

and the river is like ‘sungka (full
of holes),”” Guico said.

Gaerlan said quarry ex-
tractions must be done up-
stream of the river while pro-
cessing plants must be located
outside the waterways.

Guico also observed that
roads have been worn down by
trucks hauling quarry materials.
He urged the DENR to install
weighing scales to prevent over-
loading, or to find an alternative
quarry route to spare barangay
roads. —YOLANDA SOTELQ INQ

PANﬁﬁSINAN TOFIX ‘UNREGULATED IJIIAHHY THAI]E T[l SKVE RIVERS
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RIVERBOUNTY Trucks haul river sand and Mquwdod from the Agno River in this photo taken in Rosales, Pannuanan. in December 2020. The local quarry zndn has been giving the prov
government P12 million in annual revenue, which the governor describes as “measly.” —wiLLi Lomisao
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URC OPENS MORE PLASTIC

GOLLEGTIONSITES

By Miguel R. Camus
@miguelrcamusINQ

Gokongwei-led food and bev-
erage giant Universal Robina
Corp. (URC) is ramping up sus-
tainability efforts via its plas-
tic collection and recycling
program.

Dubbed Juan Goal for Plas-
tic, URC said this was aimed at
achieving “plastic neutrality,”
or the retrieval and repurpos-
ing of manufactured plastics.

The company said it
opened new plastic collection
sites in Barangay Sambat in
Balayan, Batangas and Baran-
gay Nagasi in La Carlota, Ne-
gros Occidental.

These locations collect
used PET bottles, which are
commonly used by bottled
water companies and other
recyclable plastic waste.

“The plastic materials be-
ing collected are shredded
into flakes that are then sent
to an upcycling center. These
flakes can be used to make
high-value products such as
chairs, bins and tables,” URC
said.

The other collection sites
are in Robinsons Malls Galle-
ria, Ermita, Las Pifas, Magno-
lia and Starmills Pampanga.
Collection booths would be set
up every payday weekend until
the end of the year, URC said.

In partnership with affil-
iate Robinsons Land Corp.,

sthese booths gather clean.and

dry plastic waste under a drop-
weigh-redeem scheme.

URC said the Batangas col-
lection site was in partnership
with the local government of
Balayan, the Municipal Envi-
ronment and Natural Resourc-

. es Office and the Balayan Junk-

shop.

It said about 280 kilograms
of PET bottles were collected
during the site’s opening last
month,

Youth participation

In Negros Occidental, URC
coordinated with the local
government and Environment
and Natural Resources Office
and the barangay council of
Nagasi.

“Over 700 kilos of plastic
waste were gathered during
the site’s recent launch, with
some 300 children and their
parents and other community
members participating,” the
listed manufacturer said. *

Meanwhile, URC plans to
open two more plastic collec-
tion sites in Batangas and oth-
er parts of the Philippines.

“URC’sinitiatives areinline
with the Gokongwei Group’s
thrust to promote long-term
efforts that will significantly
help manage post-consumer
plastic waste. Various business
units under the group have on-
going collection, sorting and
recycling programs in various
areas nationwide,” the compa-
ny said. g
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“Angeles.
launches
‘waste to
cement’

program

Valencia confirmed that
polyethylene plastics can
serve as an alternative fuel
to manufacture cement

BY JONAS REYES

ANGELES CITY — The local
government here is set to launch
the waste-to-cement program

that will exchange collected
" plastics into cement, according
to Mayor Carmelo Lazatin Jr.

The local chief executive said
that collected plastics will come
from the Walang Plastikan:
Plastik Palit Bigas project
following the meeting with
Republic Cement and Building
Materials Inc. managing director
Angela Edralin-Valencia.

Lazatin said that the usage

~of polyethylene plastics,
polystyrene packaging material,
and other non- recyclable
combustibles were discussed
to manufacture cement,
while Valencia confirmed
that polyethylene plastics can
serve as an alternative fuel to
~ manufacture cement.
 Under the program, every
one metric ton of shredded
waste will be converted to 10
bags of cement while five bags
of cement is the equivalent to
one metric ton of unshredded
wg@e and the collected plastics
will be made into cement, aside
tttyqt.he produced brick pavers,
of the cement produced
&nm the project, as well as the
bnckpavexswillbeselebmsedin
tlle administration’s projects and
minor repairs in public schools.

" At least 1,465,546 kilos of
plastic were collected and
exchanged into rice thru the

| Walang Plastikan: Plastik Palit

B@spm;ect since its lﬁilp@ng
on January 2022.
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By Nutor c_orrales
@NCorralesINQ

The sea level in the Philippines
is rising three times faster than
the global average, putting many
of its coastal villages in peril,
according to a climate scientist
of the Philippine Atmospheric,
Geophysical and Astronomical
Services Administration (Pagasa).
With 70 percent of the coun-
try’s municipalities facing large
bodies of water, including the Pa-
cific Ocean, that could spell a “big
impact” on those populations,
Rosalina de Guzman, chief of the
state weather bureau’s climate
data section, said on Thursday.
“Based on a report done by
Pagasa, we saw that the sea-lev-
el rise of the Philippines is rising
ee times faster compared to
e global average,” De Guzman
said during the Laging Handa

briefing.
“So, this can cause inunda-
phoons hitting the country will

continue to increase.

To help address this, she
said climate change mitigation
should be “fully integrated in
the planning process” of the
government, including earmark-
ing funds to address the impact
of climate change and build re-
silience among communities in
low-lying coastal areas.

De Guzman also urged the
public to “practice energy effi-
ciency” and recycling, includ-
ing conserving water and using
mass transport.

The World Bank said ris-
ing sea levels “create not only
stress on the physical coastline,
but also on coastal ecosystems.”

“Saltwater intrusions can
be contaminating freshwater
aquifers, many of which sus-
tain municipal and agricultural
water supplies and natural eco-
systems. As global temperatures
continue to warm, sea level will

PH sea level riSin
3 times faster

than world average,
says expert

tion of low-lying areas, especial-
ly many of @iir countrymen who
live on the beach,” she said.

The Philippines has one of
the world’s longest coastlines,
stretching more than 36,000
kilometers.

Warming temperatures
Scientists attribute sea level

rise to warming temperatures,

which melt the polar ice caps,
causing the ocean to expand.

In April, Pagasa climate sci-
entist Dr. Marcelino Villafuerte
said the sea level in the Philip-
pine Sea had risen by about 12
centimeters, or about 5 inches,
over the past two decades.

De Guzman did not explain
what was causing the phenom-
enon.

But according to the World
Bank’s climate change portal,
regional variations in the rise
of sea levels exist “due to natu-
ral variability in regional winds
keep rising for a long time be-

- cause there is a substantial lag to

reaching an equilibrium,” it said.

- “The magnitude of the rise
will depend strongly on the rate
of future carbon dioxide emis-
sions and future global warming,
and the speed might increasingly
depend on the rate of glacier and
ice sheet melting,” it added.

‘Greatest threat’

In April, then President Ro-
drigo Duterte called on indus-
trialized nations to pay smaller
countries like the Philippines
reparations for the damage
caused by climate change.

“We produce the least but
we suffer the most. We are re-
ally the one paying for it the
most. The pollution produced
by other countries, we are the
ones who catch it,” he said.

Addressing world leaders at
the United Nations General As-
sembly in New York, President

and ocean currents, which can
occtt over periods BF days to
months or even decades.”

. Fewer, stronger typhoons

While typhoons hitting the
country are becoming fewer,
those that do make landfall are
becoming stronger and a bit moré
frequent, De Guzman noted.

 An average of 20 tropical cy-
clones enter the Philippine area
of responsibility every year,
with about eight or nine cross-
ing the Philippines.

“Based on our data, we have
seen that the frequency of ty-
phoons is decreasing a bit and we
have seen that for those greater
than 170 kilometers per hour,
there is a slight change, there is a
slight increase,” De Guzman said.

Based on Pagasa projec-
tions, she said the country’s
temperature will rise by 4 de-
grees by the end of the 21st cén-

tury while the intensity of ty-
Marcos &ﬁ:hﬁed his predeces-
sor’s point, calling climate change
the “greatest threat affecting our
nations and peoples.”

“The Philippines, for exam-
ple, is a net carbon sink. We ab-
sorb more carbon dioxide than
we emit. And yet, we are the
fourth most vulnerable country
to climate change,” he said on
Wednesday (Manila time).

“There is no other problem
so global in nature that it re-
quires a united effort, one led by
the United Nations. The effects
of climate change are uneven
and reflect a historical injustice,”
Mr. Marcos said.

In response to calls from the
leaders of developing nations,
including the Philippines, United
Nations Secretary General Anto-
nio Guterres said on Thursélay it
was time for “meaningful action”
on the issue of compensation for

-damage wrought by th&tlimate

crisis. —Wl'l‘l-l A REPORT FROM AFP NG



