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Masungi protectors
seek Palace help

The Masungi Georeserve Foundation has asked
Malacanang to intervene in the ongoing controver-
sy at the protected area after more than 30 armed
men set up camp in its vicinity in an apparent bid to
take over parts of the georeserve in Rizal province.
Both the Department of Environment and Natural
Resources and the Philippine National Police have

yet to act on the reported intrusion. —sToRry

BY DEMPSEY REYES

 WASUNGIFOUNDATION SEEKS PALACE INTERVENTION

By Dempsey Reyes
@dempseyreyesINQ

The Masungi Georeserve Foun-
dation has asked Malacanang to
intervene in the ongoing contro-
versy at the protected area amid
what they called were “dismis-
sive” responses from the Depart-
ment of Environment and Nat-
ural Resources (DENR) and the
Philippine National Police.

Over the weekend, more
than 30 armed men reportedly
belonging to Sinagtala Secu-
rity Agency Services encamp-
ed along Kilometer 48 of the
Marikina-Infanta Highway near
the protected area.

Ann Dumaliang, a trustee
and cofounder of the Masungi
foundation, said the road was
within the conservation area.

Dumaliang said that portion
of the road was between the Ka-
liwa Watershed and the Marik-
ina Watershed, both of which
are part of the protected and
reforested area being conserved

' by the foundation under a 2017

agreement with the government.

The armed men, whose fire-
arms were seized by the police,
had allegedly intended to take
over huge portions of land in-
side the conservation area.

In an interview with the In-
quirer, Dumaliang complained
that no arrests were made by the
police despite the confiscation
of around 15 firearms from the

OASIS The Masungi Georeserve Foundation is keeping watch

over this vast protected area in Rizal province. —PHOTO COURTESY
OF MASUNGI GEORESERVE FOUNDATION

armed men who as of Tuesday
“remain encamped” on Km. 48.

“There are many things that
can be done by the government.
All of the criminal cases that can
be filed against these people,
they should exhaust all possible
remedies and explore all of them
because there are so many ways,”
she said, reiterating that arrests
should be made by authorities.

She also lamented how the
provincial police in Rizal down-
played the incident, only de-
scribing the presence of armed
men as a “land dispute.”

This prompted her and the
rest of the foundation to ap-
point a project manager mainly
tasked to oversee the situation
at the protected area.

“This is what will stop all of
these from happening and this
will allow us to move forward,”

Dumaliang stressed. “The idea
has always been to establish a
system so that we can restore
the watershed and other critical
areas in record time.”

The project manager would
also help the foundation “resolve
the persistent challenges in con-
serving Masungi landscape in a
sustainable manner,” she added.

She also maintained that
the presence of armed men, just
over a kilometer away from the
area, was an “attempt to occupy
lands through the use of threat
and intimidation.”

The presence of these men,
Dumaliang stressed, was al-
ready a violation of the Nation-
al Integrated Protected Areas
System Act of 1992. The law im-
posed penalties and gave “more
teeth” to the enforcement of
environmental laws. wa
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Masungi seeks BBM help on land-grabbmg attempt

MASUNGI Georesetve yesterday
asked President Marcos Jr. and
other government officials to cause
the arrest of security guards who
remain encamped at the vicinity of
the protected area, allegedly plan-
ning to take over portions of the
government property.

“At this moment, they remain

encamped on Km 48, said Ma- -

sungi in a statement posted on
its Facebook page, referring to

the security guards from Sinagtala

Calabarzon regional police office
seized unlicensed firearms from
the security guards, but no one
was arrested.

‘“For reasons still unknown, the

invaders were not arrested for ille-

galpcssesmon of firearms, forpos-
sessing and brandishing unlicensed
firearms,” Masungi said,

It appealed to President Marcos
Jr, Bavironment Secretary Toni
Yulo-Loyzaga, Interior :
Benjamin Abalos Jr. and PNP
chief Gen. Rodolfo Azurin Jr “to
look closely into this matter and
help us through the following
reliefs.”

“Immediate arrest, prosecution,
and removal of the invaders for
trespassing, forcible entry, illegal
possession of firearms, and viola-
tions of the NIPAS (National In=

tegrated Protected Areas Systems)

wutushdm%Nnmta :

It said the DENR must s’lso :

“asslgn a competent, truatworthy,
and passionate project manager
from its end to help us resolve the
persistent challenges in conserving
the Masungi landscape in a sustain-

able manner”

On the last and third relief, Ma-
sungi said: “Wa“icknowleclge the
DENR’s statement echoing our

stance that a survey plan, whether
signed by a DENR official or not,

is not a proof of land ownership.

However, the DENR must also
crack down on possible anomalous

acts, prosecute those responsible,
and cancel r.hese spurious instru-
ments.”

Sﬁugmlxpmonnel havéclsitned

land dispute but a fes- _they have a survey plan under the
sional squatting and & - nar \vgf mﬂugm Sonquipal
operation on no less than it portedly signed by the
ment property,” Masungi said regmmlomceinﬁhe

the first relief that sho bc‘hkai. 20003. c?dy

i"I'l'w.te should be a thotbugh

.reserved for the landowner.”

and mdependcnt investigation of
why a survey plan was signed by a
DENR Regional Director in the
first place even if the land was al-
ready titled to the Republic,” it said.

Masungi said this was not an
isolated case, noting that it has un-
covered similar survey instruments
that are used to sell protected areas

and forest lands.

“We have observed that many of
these instruments have been issued

. in direct contravention of standing

ptesidential proclsm&tltms and
department orders,” it said
“Unfortunately, these survey
plans are being used to imply
ownetship and illegally occupy and
trade lands. In this particular case,
the land grabber’s signature — not
that of the real owner which is
the Republic — appears in a box
Ma-
sungi also said,
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g ostcalcherfect setting sun.

request.

'% RAINS and sIrong winds Tuesday failed to stop the schsdu[ '

0 TNOITTOT EVETYOIE, Nt

riunapping ot 33 of its wirkers,

Masung i ‘invaders’
yield 15 guns

Y PAULA ANTOLIN
i yitnmepll_pfen

Fifteen firearms were seized byh
| elements of the Police Regiorial Office.

4.A from personnel of the Sinagtala
Security Agency on Monday following
complaints they have encamped at
the Masungi conservation srea in
Tanay, Rizal.

Acting 4A regional director
P/Brig. Gen. Jose Melencio Nartatez

mn!“scahﬂl because they couldn’t
show the dees. RUSU issued a
violakion ticket for t.he 15 guns,” she
told D Tribitne,. .

Ot Monday, thppme National
Police chiaf Gen'Rodolfo Azurin
sdid he ordered police forces to
chegk on the contested property in

sittlination with the Departpient of
Environment and Natural Resources
as the contested property is in a
“protected area.”

confirmed the confiscation of the
. | security guards' firearms in a social
, | media post of the regional police
office.

*PRO 4-A will restore the sense of
normaley in Masungi Georeserve,”
Nartatez said after the operation of
| Regional Civil Security Unit 4-A to

secnre 12 shotguns and three cal, 38
revolvers from the guards det:ﬂlé?l_
Sitio Plns.gtm.nglmhm in Cuyhi'ﬂ.bﬁ{y
Tanay. '
The guarda faﬂed tb pwwnl. the
licenses for the: flméarms during the
inspection m'dwigi by Nartatez in
reaction to the complaint of the
| Masungi Geores ‘Foundation
that armed men Tiad éheamped at
he roadside of the Marikina-Infanta
j[ighw.w

No arresi

Mo arrests were
the retrieval of the gu
P/Lt. Col. Euni
Guzthan said they have vefifieds
that the firearms were licensed

. | except that the guards at the fime ‘8
| Tailed to show them to the RCSU 44 8

o | inspection unit.
""Ihat‘swtwthegims were

Police 4-A office chief vows to
bring normaley ai the protecied
area In Tanay, Rizal,

A first police patrol In the
area proved negative in sighting
‘the armed guards, but.d sécond
inspEction unit was able to donfirm

' had been armed as reported
'hy Masungi Georeserve Foundation
project director Ann Dumaliang.

No isolated case
Dumaliang on Sunday claimed
that armed men had encamped in
the area holding a survey docurient,
purporied to have been issued by
the DENR years back. She earlier
referred to the members of the
group as “invaders.”
“This is not an isol
case or incident, We

~ the group

of trying to landgrab.

“We have observed that many
of those instruments have bean
issued in direct eontravention of
standing presidential proclamations
and department orders,” Dumaliang
added.

She said that the foundation, which
the government has engaged to stop
encroachment on protecied areas,
will remain vigilant to stop the further
despoliation of the "abused forest
lands."

MoA review
Meanwhile, DENR Undersecretary
Jonas Lpnneq clarified that a land
strvey document, like the one which
the group that hired Sinagtala
purportedly had, eannol serve as a

“legal basis to claim lands,

:Sinagtala's personnel:n | Lhﬁ"'--

“Qur information is that there

_.were several attempts to make use

piy

of these surveys in the area. But
our regional office has rejected
them several times because DENR
has not yet recognized them,"
Leones agid.

While the DENR acknowledged
the assistance of the-Misungi
Georeserve Foundation in protecting
the conservation site, Leones said
that the memor;mdum of agreement
btheen them “%h{)ul{l ba reviewed

Jand 1 reviged;

# “That Is not the issue here as
e lanr] is protected area and
nment property, and must

‘b pi'ute{,tt-d with or without our

sence,”
ction to the stalement of the

“Dumanliang said in

UE’\]R official about the MoA

‘review:

5 PHOTOGRAPH BY JOEY SANGHEZMENDOZA FOR THE DALY TRIBUNE @eribumephi_foey

sich in Manila, Waves regularly dump garbag% along Manila's coastline famous for its
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MaSungl needs natlonat government s help

ARELY three weeks afte:r rny visit to
Masungi Georeserve, the foundation

had to deal with hostilities from an armed -

group which claims they have legal rights
to occupy the land. Last Sunday, September

18, we saw footage and photos of about

30 armed people occupying the side of the
Maharlika-Infanta Highway in the outskirts
of the Masungi Georeserve. Before I continue

with the story, this area is legally protected
from invaders, loggers and landgrabbers by
a multitude of laws and agreements.
Presidential Prodamation 1636 enacied -
by President Ferdinand E. Marcos Sr. in
1977 declares this part which sits on 46,310
hectares of Rizal, s well as specific parts of
Bulacan, Laguna and Quezon, a national
park, wildlife sanctuary and game free reserve.
Presidential Proclamation 573 from
1969 declares the area as part of the Kaliwa

Watershed Forest Reserve. The ecosystem

and natural assets of this area must re-

main protected as they ecologically serve

the needs of Antipolo City, Baras, General
Nakar, Rodriguez, San Mateo and Tanay.
The Nipas Law of 1991, or Reptiblic Act
7586, defines the management, scope and
coverage of the National Integrated Protected

Areas System, of which Masungi is a part. -

Under Section 20, squatting, mineral locating
and occupying any land, aswell as construct-
mganysmnweorfememﬁmnd;migany
business enterprise, is prohibited.

. In2017, the Masungi Georeserve Founda-
tion and the national government through

- DAPHNE
‘OSENA PAEZ

the Department of Environment and
Natural Resources, then headed by then
Environment Secretary Gina Lopez, entered

an agreement for the expansion of the
reforestation project. Under this landmark
- agreement called the Masungi Geopark
“Project, 3 OOﬂhéﬁalesofdegradﬁd land was

to be restored and reforested by the funds

generated from the low-impact ecotourism
e:q:menca offered at the Masungi site.
- I have been through both the Discovery

Trail and Legacy Trail and it was an unforget-
tableleamingexperience for meand my chil-

dren. They saw the degradation of the forest,
largely from illegal loggers and poachers. But
they also saw alot of hope in the new native

trees they planted themselves. The success
b e i Qe cject hao lveln
the group a lot of attention globally — from

National Geographic to Variity Fair to the

United Nations. There are collaborations’

- with private sector groups and intemnational
agencies. My visit last week was to celebrate
- were not ‘arrested for illegal possession of

the Environmental Champions sponsored
by the embassy of Canada in the Philippines.
Masungi has become the darling of re-

forestation success stories, to be emulated

and celebrated in similar environmental
crisis areas around the world. Despite all

the hlgh proﬁle attention and support,
Masungi continues to be threatened

" literally and figuratively. Last Sunday's

altercation between the armed “invaders”
and the young foundation trustees felt
like a Netflix crime series unfolding with
a cliff-hanging he-said-she-said episode.

The Masungi Foundation said there were
more than 30’ armed people on site on
September 18. On September 19, the Rizal
Provincial Office issued a rather lackadaisical
statement that said there were only six secu-
tity guards from Sinagtala Security Service Inc.
The press statement said Sinagtala Security
were “posted in the said area through the in-
struction of Biatriz Sonquipal (claimant) and

“'the main issue is the land conflict between

Masungi and the alleged daimant " (Rizal
PPO PIO Facebook Page, Sept. 19, 2022)

A press statement from Masungi, dated
September 20, said the “provincial police

-seemed to downplay the incident and frame

it as a common ‘land dispute!” However, at
around 2 p.m. on September 19, another
police unit found and confiscated several
unlicensed firearms inside the camp of the

- invaders. This was witnessed by our team

membets and cannot be denied or covered
up. For reasons still unknown, the invaders

firearms for possessing and brandishing
unlicensed firearins, At this moment, they
remain encamped on Km 48.”

This is where Masungi is while [ write
this article. Yesterday, | met with Masungi's
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president Ben Dumaliang and his daughter
| Billie. I expected to see a distraught and des-
perate pair as they asked for help to get the
attention of President Bongbong Marcos,
DENR Secretary Toni Loyzaga and Interior
Secretary Benhur Abalos. But instead [ was
greeted by a gracious father and daughter
who were prepared with documents, had
urgency in their eyes, but were also used
to dealing with these threats and abuses '
" which used to be worse before.
The Dumaliangs and Masungi Foundation
trustees are hopeful that the lowest hang'mg- '
“fruit — the lack of enforcement of existing
laws, most of which President Marcos Jr's
fatherenacted himself —would beimmedi-
‘ately addressed once any of them pay a visit -
to the site. The work is far from over. More ¢
varieties of native trees need to be planted -
and cared for. In Masungi, the model refor-
with a tree-planting event. Their forest rang-
‘continue guarding the baby trees. =~
Ben told me the Benguet pine trees in
“the Legacy Trail were planted by the for- '
mer first lady Imelda Marcos. Before the
 beingillegally cut and faced near extinction
on site. But since the Geopark Project of |
© 2017, the rare Benguet pine trees have had
a chance to propagate seedlings. Perhaps
it is time the next generation of Marcoses
visit Masungi to see one of the celebrated
legacies of their mother and father.

(et ,.,i.. fora il

i —"\.-‘.!J
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- Masungi Georeserve,
ibabalik sa normal
- PBGen. Nartatez

IPINANGAHOngPo- tatlong cal. 38 pistola
lice Regional Office 4A mula sa mga security guard
(Pro 4A) na ibabalik nila na nakadetalye sa Sinag-
ang pagiging norm : SCur] Agency sa

Masungi Georeser gtal ahan,
Tonay, Rins " Cuyumbay, Tanay, Rizal,
“Pro 4A will res ' :

sense of norma.lcy
sungi Geozesmre

irek-
puntahan ang lugar kung
saan nakita

madon"'} kalalal X ;han_
n_ng:g repﬁf‘, port, isasailalim
e - sa law-enforcement
security agency na iniu operations ang naturang
na nananatili msa protekta- lugar dahil ﬁ:?ﬂs
dmghsarsaTanay Rizal.  lungat na pag- ng
na- amzmn at ang naiulat
lska ﬂ e M CNSya ng mga ar-
Securxty mt dong g
labmdalawang shotgun at

- syon alinsunod sa
t:bamARDNartatezm-
ang mga ar-
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PBBM AT NYSE - President Ferdinand Marcos Jr.
(Tourth from right) bangs the gavel after ringing
the closing bell at the New York Stack Exchange on
Sepl. 19, 2022 in New York. From left are Speaker
Martin Romualdez, Trade and Industry Secretary
Alfredo Pascual, and First Lady Liza Araneta-
Marcas, and Finance Secretary Benjamin Diskno
(second from right, partly hidden).
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tle, the President said the US is a vital
player in his vision of the Philippines
moving forward.

"1t is wery clear to me in my vi-
sion for the way that the country
will move forward that | cannet
see the Philippines In the future
without having the United States as
partner,” he said. “Although 1 was
referring to the geopolitics of it, and
[ was referring to the political situ-
ation in the region and around the
world, that certainly does continue
to apply in our exchanges on the
economic front.”

Marcos noted the role of the US
he Philippines and in the lives

in

of Filipines.

“It is something that [ can see
15 becoming stronger and becoming
more robust as we work together
roward the new ... toward exploiting
properly the new global economy,”
e said.

President Marcos said many of

Marcos: PH without US is unimaginable 1«

Marcos said the political, eco-
nomic, and diplomatic ties arising
from the Philippines' partnership
with other countries are essential
o econamic and pelitical stability.

“In this highly unstable eco-
nomic, political, geopolitical, dip-
lomatic envi . this |s some-

the Philippines’ early
drivers were American corporations.
The strongest corporate benefactors
to the government and the Philip-
pine society came from the US.

“Now, of course, this has
evolved as time has gome on, but
the strength of this relationship
continues,” he said. "We envision
further strengthening of these re-
lationships.”

thing that is central to our
when it comes to economic
for the Philippines,” he sa

According to Marces, ¢
pines has adjusted to how
business at the behest of its friends
in the US and American businesses
already in the Philippines.

“1 think that will give us great
opportunities in the future and

\

FIGHTER ESCORTS — Two FA-50 fighter jets from the Philippine Air Force (PAF) escorted the Philippine Airfines aircraft, bearing President
Ferdinand ‘Bangbeng’ Marcos Jr. and his entourage, on its way to New York, United States, where the President is sel to address (he
tnited Nations General Assembly (UNGA) on Sept. 20, 2022 The fighter jets escorted the Presideni's plane from the country’s eastern
front starting aver Pofilio istand all the way up 1o 200 sautical miles. (Phato from FB page of PAF Chief LL Gen. Connor Anthony Canias 5

E = S

L iz

US is unimaginable

‘ Liberalized economy, fiscal incentives
s dangled to woo American inve

stors

L ARG LR UL, WELCT EStanisnea

*"for both our countries, for private

corporations, for government-to-
agreements and ar-
he said. "It is some-
thing that we feel can actually be
achieved. 5o the United States has
always been central to that"
President Marcos' stand regard-
ing the US is completely different
from that of his predecessor, former
President Rodrigo Duterte, who
focused on building stronger ties
with China and Russia under his
independent foreign policy

Invest in PH

In his speech before ringing
the closing bell, President Marcos
shared with US business leaders
how the Philippines is ramping up
efforts to open the economy and
accelerate post - pandemic recovery

“Bouncing back from the pan-
demic, the Philippine economy has
seen robust growth since last year
and has returned to its path toward
upper-middle-income country
status, achievable within the next
few years," said Marcos, the first
Philippine president to ring NYSE's
closing bell after then President
Benigno Aquine 11l did the same
gesture eight years ago.

Marcos said the country in-
creased the scope for mutually ben-
eficial investments that would mean
maore jobs and better quality of life

“For investors, doing business
in the Philippines is an opportunicy
to reap the benefits of a vibrant
economy,” he said.

Marcos cited laws that further
liberalize the economy, such as
lowering corporate income LaxX rates
and rationalizing fiscal incentives.

He added that the country had
reduced the minimum paid-up
capital requirements for foreign
retailers and startups bringing in
advanced technology and allowed
full foreign ownership of companies
providing public services,

Incentives

According to the President, this
wide range of fiscal and non-fiscal
incentives makes che Philippines
a key investment destination. He
assured them that the Philippines
is committed to maintaining sound
macroeconomic fundamentals.

“In the near-term, our top pri-

By ARGYLL CYRUS B. GEDUCOS

EW YORK ~ Presiden: v
cannot visualize the P
pines' future withc
United States as its

in politics and economy.
Marcos stressed this at the New
York Stock Exchange (NYSE), where he
was invited and given the opportunity
to ring the closing bell on Sept. 19 (New

p

York time).
In a short exchange with

NYSE vice chairman john Tut- # 11

AREOnI )

orities are protecting the purchas-
ing power of families by managing \,
inflation, reducing the scarring ef- |
fects of the pandemic, and ensuring
sound macroeconomic fundamen-
tals,"” he said

Marcos likewise sald that his
administration is keen on imple-
menting policies that enhance food
security, reduce energy, transport,
and logistics costs, strengthen
social protection, and enhance the
quality of education and skills of
workers.

“As we pursue our short-term
agenda, we build the foundations for
a stronger, more inclugive future,”
he said

“Our medium-term agenda in-
cludes reducing the paverty rate to
digits by 2028 and undergo-
ing an indu 1 transformation
through which science, technology,
innovation, and sustainability will
drive our industries.” he added.

President Marcos said despite
“external headwinds,” the Phil-
ippine economy's resilience, re-
inforced by sound policies and
decisive leadership, “makes us
confident about the future.”

House Speaker Martin Romual-
dez, Marcos' cousin, also made a
solid investment pitch before US
business leaders,

“Thank you for giving an oppor-
tunity to the Marcos administration
and for considering the President's
agenda and vision. We are open
1o broadening and strengthening
the economic partnership with
the Philippine government. Let
us continue to promote mutually
beneficial trade and investment re-
lationships," Romuaidez said when
he delivered a keynote message ac
the NYSE economic forum. !"Rest
assured that we, in the Philippine
Houose of Representatives, remain
committed to enacting laws that
would help deepen cooperation with
the [US], particulacly in the areas of
supply chain, health and security,
environment and climate change,
energy security, and (nterconnec-
thviry."

Romualdez said Congress has
been working very hard with the
Chief Executive to introduce re-

forms and attract more forei
vestors. (With a report from Ellson
A Quismorio)

e

B T Su——
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UNSIGHTLY GARBAGE AT SNOW-WHITE
DOLOMITE BEACTH. A volunteer lugs away a sack full

f garbage that washed up onto the dolomite beach along
-4 Roxas Bivd. f ranic Manila Bay. Norman Cruz
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UMABQOT sa halos isang li-
bong sako ng non-biode-
gradable waste materials
ang nakuha ng mga tau-
han ng PCG o Philippine
Coast Guard at ng Philip-
pine Coast Guard Auxilia-
ry o PCGA sa kanilang paki-
kibahagi sa ginanap na In-
ternational Coastal Clean-
up sa Manila Baywalk Dolo-
mite Beach sa lungsod ng

bado, S 17 na
may temang “Fighting for
Trash Free-Seas, Pilipl-
nas!”

Ikinalungkot ni CG rear

Maynila nitong nagdaang
Sabado, September

- admiral Robert Patrimonio,

commander, Marine Environ-
mental Protection Command,
ang mga nakuhang basura na
kinabibilangan ng plastic bot-
tles, slippers, cigarette butis,

plastic cups, shampoo at iba't
ibang sachet, food and candy
wrappers, diapers, at face
masks na maaari naman sa-
nang naitapon ng maayos at
hindi na napunta pa sa Manila
Bay.

Tumulong din ang PCG
Auxiliary Executive Squad-
ron, Manila Chinese Action
Team, mga tauhan ng Bureau
of Jail and Peno-
logy, Climate Change Com-
mission, De t of Envi-
ronment and Natural Resour-
ces, National Water Resour-
ces Board, Manila Water, May-
nilad Water at Office of the Vice
President. Nagkaroon din ng
coastal clean-up sa 13 coast-
al guard districts, 54 coast
guard stations, at 190 coast
guard sub-stations sa buong
bansa. Isinasagawa ang In-
temational Coastal Clean-up
tuwing ikatlong Sabado sa bu-
wan ng Setyembre alinsunod
sa Pre-sidential Proclamation
No. 470.

Layon nito na maitaas ang
antas ng kaalaman ng publiko
atmakuha ang kanilang supor-
a para sa pagpapanatili ng
kalinisan ng mga baybayin,
dalampasigan, look o anu-
mang anyong tubig ng bansa.

Ayon sa United Nations
Environment Program, isaang
Pilipinas sa “world's worst of-
fenders on marine plastic pol-
lution” kung saan 20% ng kab-
uuang 2.7 million tons ng basu-
ra 2y napupunta sa mga kara-
gatan, dagat, look at mgailog.

Sumabay ang coastal

- Clean-up sa obserbasyon

ngayong taon ng Maritime Ar-
chipelagic Nation Awareness
Month at sa 23rd Maritime
Week ayon sa Presidential
Praclamation No. 316 at No.
866.
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: nihﬁnghﬂl at the New York

Al
Ma
{we‘and lrm right, {ﬂr&fy hidden).

tle, Lhe'-Pres;dem said the US is a vital
player in his vision of the Philippines
moving forward.

“It is very clear to me in my vi-
sion for the way that the country
will move forward that | cannot
see the Philippines in the future
without having the United States as
partner,” he said. “Although I was
referring to the geopolitics of it, and
I was referring to the political situ-
ation in the region and around the
world, that certainly does continue
to apply in our exchanges on the
economic front."

Marens noted the role of the US
in the Philippines and in the lives
of Filipinos,

nmn NYSE — President Ferdinand Marcos Jr.
from right) bangs the wel stle: ringing

Sept. 19, 2022 in New York, From u are
Martin Romualdez, Trade and Industry
0 qul and First Lady Liza Araneta-

Finance Set nen;min mem

Exchange on
Secretary

“It is something that | can see
as becoming stronger and becoming
more robust as we work together
toward the new ... toward exploiting
properly the new global economy,”
he said.

President Marcos said many of
the Philippines' early economic
drivers were American corporations.
The strongest corparate benefactors
to the government and the Philip-
pine society came from the US.

“Now, of course, this has
evolved as time has gone on, but
the strength of this relationship
continues,” he said. "We envision
further strengthening of these re-
lationships.”

» 1

Marcos: PH without USis ummagmable 14

Mareos said the political, eco-
nomic, and diplomatic ties arising
from the Philippines’ partnership
with other countries are essential
to econemic and political stability.

“In this highly unstable eco-
nomic, political, geopolitical, dip-
lematic environment, this is some-
thing that is central to our thinking
when it comes to economic planning
for the Philippines,” he said,

According to Marcos, the Philip-
pines has adjusted to how it does
business at the behest of its friends
in the US and American businesses
already in the Philippines.

“I think that will give us great
opportunities in the future and

-

= Marcos: PH without

Liberalized economy, fiscal incentives
- dangled to woo American investors

for both our countries, for private
corporations, for government-to-
government agreements and ar-
rangements,” he said. "It is some-
thing that we feel can actually be
achieved. 5o the United States has
always been central to that.”
President Marcos' stand regard-
ing the US is completely different
from that of his predecessor, former
President Rodrigo Duterte, who
focused on building stronger ties
with China and Russia under his
independent foreign policy

Invest in PH

In his speech before ringing
the closing bell, President Marcos
shared with US business leaders
how the Philippines is ramping up
efforts to open the economy and
accelerate post-pandemic recovery.

“Bouncing back from the pan-
demic, the Philippine economy has
seen robust growth since last year
and has returned to its path toward
upper-middle-income country
status, achievable within the next
few years," said Marcos, the first
Philippine president to ring NYSE's
closing bell after then President
Benigno Aquino III did the same
gesture eight years ago.

Matrcos said the country in-
ereased the scope for mutually ben-
eficial investments that would mean
more jobs and better quality of life.

“For investors, doing business
in the Philippines is an opportunity
to reap the benefits of a vibrant
economy,” he said.

Marcos cited laws that further
liberalize the economy, such as
lowering corporate income tax rates
and rationalizing fiscal incentives.

He added that the country had
reduced the minimum paid-up
capital requirements for foreign
retailers and startups bringing in
advanced technology and allowed
full foreign ownership of companies
providing public services.

Incentives

According to the President, this
wide range of fiscal and non-fiscal
incentives makes the Philippines
a key investment destination. He
assured them that the Philippines
is committed to maintaining sound
macroeconomic fundamentals.

“In the near-term, our top pri-

i

By ARGYLL CYRUS B, GEDUCDS

\
EWYORK ~ President Marcos
cannot visualize the Philip-
pines’ future without the
United States as its partner
in politics and economy.

Marcos stressed this at the New
York Stock Exchange (NYSE), where he
was invited and given the opportunity
to ring the closing bell on Sept. 19 (New
York time ).

In a short exchange with
NYSE vice chairman John Tut -

> 11

(l

el

orities are protecting the purchas-
ing power of families
inflation, reducing t
fects of the pandemic,
sound macroeconomic fundamen-
tals,” he said.

Marcos likewise
administration is k
menting policies that
security, reduce , lransport,
and logistics strengthen
social protection, and enhance the
quality of education and skills of
workers.

“As we pursue our short-term
agenda, we build the foundations for
a Sl‘r[)ilg!‘.!’, maore inclusive [
he said.

“Our medium-term
cludes reducing the poverty rate to
single digits by 2028 and undergo-
ing an industrial transformation
through which science, technology,
innovation, and sustainability will
drive our industries,” he added.

prean pmsaan wa e

id that his
on imple-
ance food

nda in-

President Marcos said despite
“external headwinds," the Phil-
ippine economy's resilience, re-
inforced by sound | cies and
decisive leadership, “makes us

confident about the fi et

House Speaker Ma Romual -
dez, Marcos' cousin, o made a
solid investment pitch before US
business leaders

“Thank you fc ing an oppor
tunity to the Marcos ads rration
and for considering the President’s
agenda and vision. We are open
to broadening and strengthening
the economic partnership with
the Philippine government. Let
us continue to promote mutually
beneficial trade and invesin
lationships,”" Romualdez
he delivered a keynote
the NYSE econo
assured that we, |
House of Repres
committed to enacting
would help deepen co
the [US], particul

supply chain, hea
environment and change,
energy secucity, and interconnec-
tivity."

Romualdez said Congress has
been working very hard with the

Chief Executive to introduce re-
formms and attract more foreign in-
vestors. (With a report from Ellson
A. Quismorio)
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‘Marcos in talks with US
‘nuclear firm

PRESIDENT Ferdinand "Bongbong” Mar-

cos Jr. on Monday (Tu&.day in Manila)
met with top executives oif US-based NUs-
cale Power, signaling his dletéimination to
bring nuclear power to the - Philippines.
Marcos, who is in the 'S for a six-day
official visit, held a series of dialogues

L—..

clean water.

- Philippine Ambassadbr to the US Jose

Manuel Romualdez earlier said that the

country will look into the possibfe use of
modular nuclear power plants, clalmed to

with three American-based companies in
New York, mdudmg NuScale Power, an
American energy firm that offers advanced
nuclear technology.

Founded in 2007, NuScale aims to pro-
vide scalable advanced nuclear technology
for the production of electricity, heat and

the power plants and that it is bemg
developed “rapidly.” i

“So, we are seriously going 10 Iggk
into it. I think President Marcos 1s’q@1te
excited about it. As a matter of fact, I think

with US nuclear firm

Romualdez said in an earlier tele-
vision interview.

the need to build new power plants.

be the future of clean energy. . NuScale, which is a company developing
Romualdez said the US had offered }Ta(ks'ﬁa
e S = i
i TALKS FROM A1 ' :
R : %AS technology, is now having a Marcos previously expressed his
3 Ma rcos I n ta Iks partnership with the local energy  desire to adopt nuclear energy as
company here in the Philippines,”  part of the country’s power mixand

In his State of the Nation Ad-

dress in July, the President said
that should the country opt to use
nuclear energy under his term, the
government will use the guide-
lines adopted by the Intematlonal

—— Atomic Energy Agency.

“I believe that it is time also to
reexamine our strategy towards
building nuclear power plants in
the Philippines. We will comply,
of course, with the International
Atomic Energy Agency regulations
for nuclear power plants as they
have been strengthened after Fu-
kushima,” Marcos told lawmakers.

He admitted that while innova-
tions would allow power plants to

utilize nuclear energy on a smaller
scale, funding could be an issue.

“In the area of nuclear power,
there have been new technologies
developed that [allow] smaller
scale, modular, nuclear plants and
other derivations thereof. Once |
again, PPPs will play a part in
support as funding in this period

| is limited,” he added.

dent Ferdinand E. Marcos Sr.,
was one of the proponents of
nuclear energy.

The Bataan Nuclear Power
Plant, the country’s first and only
nuclear power plant, was unused
for fear of accidents.

Marcos also had a dialogue
with California-based company
WasteFuel which produces re-
newable fuels through proven
technologies.

In a bid to address climate
emergency and revolutionize
mobility, WasteFuel converts
municipal and agricultural waste
into low-carbon fuels, renewable
natural gas and green methanol.

WasteFuel's first project in de-
velopment for aviation fuel is in
the Philippines, partnering with
infrastructure developer Prime
Infrastructure and NetJets,

The President also had a meet-

ing with top officials of Boeing.

THERINE S VAI..ENTE
TR

‘ Marcos’ father, former presi-
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AST August 31, | had the
honor to speak at an exclu-
sive climate change training for
GT Capital Holdings Inc. that
was organized by the Institute of
Corporate Directors. Other distin-
guished speakers also attended the
training, which covered topics on
the importance of environmental,
social and governance (ESG)
criteria on climate change, case
studies on the impact of climate
change on the Philippines and
businesses, and climate risk mea-
surements, among others.
I'would like to share what I said
in my presentation, which primar-
ily focused on the Securities and
Exchange Commission’s (SEC) ex-

_ isting and new policies on climate
“change and sustainable finance.

I read in one article that the
Philippines is one of the countries
most at risk with climate change.
According to the Global Climate
Risk Index report by Germanwatch
released in 2021, the Thilippines
was the fourth out of 180 countries
most affected by extreme weather
from 2000 to 2019. In those 20
years, the group recorded 317
extreme weather events in the
Philippines, the highest among the
top 10 countries with high scores
in the climate risk index. The
scores indicate levels of exposure
and vulnerabilities of countries to
extreme weather events. Data like
this just shows you the imperative
for all of us to take action.

Focus on sustainable finance has
been increasing in the last couple
of years. Now, the campaign on
promoting sustainable finance
plays a huge role in the sense that
it serves as a major catalyst toward
the transition to a circular econo-

SEC's climate change
and sustainable finance initiatives

SEC
~ MATTERS

KELVIN

my, which helps create sustainable
investments, reduces the impacts
on the environment and achieves
sustainable development goals in
the Philippines while adhering to
international climate and sustain-
ability objectives.

In line with this, the Philip-
pines has committed to achieving
universal sustainability targets like
the United Nations Sustainable
Development Goals as well as na-
tional policies and programs like
AmBisyon Natin 2040. The Philip-
pines likewise fostered additional
policies and initiatives, such as the
Philippine Sustainable Finance
Roadmap, to achieve the country’s
international, regional and local
commitments, and strengthen the
current initiatives in developing
sustainable finance in the Philip-
pines. The roadmap is designed
to lay out the strategic action plan
of the whole government to pro-
mote sustainable finance in the
Philippines and to address climate
change and other environmental
and social risks.

To fully support sustainability
initiatives in the Philippines and
the Asean region, the SEC has
issued rules to promote invest-
ments in ESG products and to
encourage sustainable business
practices by introducing new and
innovative investment products
and platforms to accelerate the
shift to sustainable and inclusive
finance. In 2018, the SEC adopted

LESTERLEE

the Asean Green Bond Standards
and provided thetules and proce-
dures for its issuance. In 2019, the
SEC also issued the guidelines
on the issuance of social and
sustainability bonds in line with
the Asean Social Bond Standards
and Asean Sustainability Bond
Standards.

Such adoption of the issuance
of Asean-labelled Green, Social
and Sustainability (GSS) Bonds
mobilized the capital market
to finance initiatives for social
development and environmental
protection. As of July 31, 2022, the
country remains one of the lead-
ing countries in the region to issue
Asean-labelled GSS bonds, next
only to Thailand. Of the $26.40
billion in GSS bonds issued, $6.77
billion or 26 percent were issued
by Philippine companies.

The SEC also aims to take mea-
sures through the issuance of draft
tules to enhance the disclosures
and transparency of sustainabil-
ity-related products to improve
comparability between funds that
incorporate ESG into the invest-
ment process such as draft rules
on sustainable and responsible
investment funds to provide dis-
closures and reporting guidance
to investment companies classified
as Sustainable and Responsible
Investment Funds.

Meanwhile, in 2019, the SEC
issued the Sustainability Report-
ing Guidelines for Publicly-Listed
Companies (SR guidelines). Cur-
rently, the SEC’s Corporate Govef-
nance and Finance Department is
waorking on revising the SR guide-
lines to assess the preparedness of
publicly listed companies (PLCs)
toward adopting a mandatory ap-

proach to certain disclosures.

In the future, the SEC intends
to adopt a mandatory approach
to sustainability reporting for
PLCs. As | mentioned a while
ago, the SEC currently still adopts
a "comply or explain” approach
to sustainability reporting. This
will now be aligned with other
Asean jurisdictions, such as
Thailand, Singapore, Malaysia
and Indonesia, where sustain-
ability reporting is mandatory
for listed companies. Second,
the SEC hopes to introduce the
same requirement to all types of
corporations and not just PLCs
on a "comply or explain” basis.
The third one is to finally adopt
a mandatory approach to sustain-
ability reporting for all types of
corporations.

In addition to that, the SEC
adopts international best practices
and participates in global develop-
ment initiatives as a member of in-
ternational organizations such as
the Asean Capital Markets Forum

T hope this will give the public a
good idea of what the commission
focuses on to realize its vision of a
sustainable future for the coming
generations. Rest assured that we
at the commission are working
hard to enact change that will be
good for the environment, the
business sector, the general public,
our stakeholders, and ultimately,
the country.

Kelvin Lester K. Lee is a com
missioner of the Securities and
Exchange Commission. The views

and opinions stated here are his |

own. You may email your com-
ments and questions to oclee@
sec.gov.ph.
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The world is in great peril, UN chief warns

UNITED NATIONS: Warning that the world is in
“great peril,” the head of the lInited Nations
said leaders meeting in person for the first
time in three years must tackle conflicts and
climate catastrophes, increasing poverty and

B PERIL FROM-A1

The world

also pointed to “a lack of access to
finance for developing countries
1o recover — a crisis not seen in a
generation” that has seen ground
lost for education, health and
women's rights.

Guterres will deliver his “state
of the world” speech at Tuesday's
opening of the annual high-level
global gathering. UN spokesman
Stephane Dujarric said it would be
“a sober, substantive and solutions-
focused report card” for a world
“where geopolitical divides are
putting all of us at risk.”

“There will be no sugar-coating in
his remarks, but he will outline rea-
sons for hope,” Dujaric told report-
ers Monday (Tuesday in Manila).

The 77th General Assembly
meeting of world leaders convenes
under the shadow of Europe’s first
major war since World War 2 —
the conflict between Russia and
Ukraine, which has unleashed a
global food crisis and opened fis-
SUTES AMONE Major powers in a way
not seen since the Cold War.

Yet nearly 150 heads of state and
government are on the latest speak-
ers’ list. That's a sign that despite
the fragmented state of the planet,
the United Nations remains the
key gathering place for presidents,
prime ministers, monarchs and
ministers to not only deliver their
views but to meet privately to dis-
cuss the challenges on the global
agenda — and hopefully make

l SOMeE progress,

inequality and address divisions among  Secretary-General Antonio Guterres cited the
major powers that have gotten worse since  “immense” task not only of saving the planet,

Russia invaded Ukraine.

“which is literally on fire,” but of dealing

In speeches and remarks leading up to  with the persisting Covid-19 pandemic. He

the start of the leaders’ meeting Tuesday,

»>PerilA8

At the top of that agenda for
many: Russia’s February 24 invasion
of Ukraine, which not only threat-
ens the sovereignty of its smaller
neighbor but has raised fears of
a nuclear catastrophe at Europe’s
largest nuclear plantin the country’s
now Russia-occupied southeast.

Leaders in many countries are
trying to prevent a wider war and
restore peace in Europe. Diplomats,
though, aren't expecting any break-
throughs this week.

The loss of important grain and
fertilizer exports from Ukraine and
Russia has triggered a food crisis,
especially in developing countries,
and inflation and a rising cost of
living in many others. Those issues
are high on the agenda.

Ata meeting Monday to promote
LN goals for 2030 — including
ending extreme poverty, ensuring
quality education for all children
and achieving gender equality —
Guterres said the world’'s many
pressing perils make it "tempting
to put our long-term development
priorities to one side.”

But he said some things cant
wait — among them education,
dignified jobs, full equality for

' women and girls, comprehensive
health care and action to tackle the
climate erisis. He called for public
and private finance and investment,
and above all for peace.

The global gathering, known asthe
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Dev’t of resource-based
sectors to fuel
economic growth - PCCI

The government should
push for the development
of resource-based sectors
such as mining and pursue
agrarian reform as these are
seen to help drive economic
growth.

During the forum for the
Philippine Development
Plan (PDP) conducted by
the National Economic and
Development Authority for
the private sector, Philip-
pine Chamber of Com-
merce and Industry (PCCI)
president George Barcelon
said there is a need for the
government to focus on key
areas and implement pro-
grams to bolster economic
growth.

He said the government
should reinvigorate re-
source-based sectors such
as oil exploration and min-
ing.
“We have one of the
biggest resources of miner-
als that we have not really
tapped,” he said.

In addition, he said the
government should pursue
agrarian reform to increase
the productivity of the ag-
ricultural sector.

“Our productivity in ag-
riculture will not improve
if the farmers are limited
to one and a half hectares.
We need to have agrarian
reform,” he said.

While the government
has focused on attracting
foreign investments mainly
in services and manufactur-
ing, he said it is about time to
encourage firms to invest in
agriculture, especially as the
country imports food itemns.

“We import a lot of ag-
ricultural products for our
needs. So, there is a concern
on food dependency. The
market is here. Why not
invite people who want
to invest in the agriculture
sector?” he said.

University of the Philip-
pines (UP) School of Eco-
nomics professor Renato
Reside said in a separate
webinar the 00untr¥lsi1ould
further develop the agri-
business sector given risks
such as high inflation and
climate change.

“We need to develop the
agribusiness sector further
because of the following
looming conditions on the
horizon,” he said.

By developing agribusi-
ness, he said the country
would be able to reduce
the inflation risk moving
forward.

He said developing agri-
business would lower food
prices, alleviate supply
constraints and insulate
the country against future
shocks.

Reside also said there is
a need to further develop
agribusiness as climate
change threatens to damage
agricultural production.

To develop agribusi-
ness and improve agricul-
tural production, he said
among the ingredients is
to improve connectivity to
markets, storage and post-
harvest facilities, mecha-
nize processes and improve
seeds.

He said this would also
involve applying research
and technology to the pro-
duction process, climate-
proofing the process, im-
proving land use planning
and tapping opportunities
presented by cooperatives.

In addition, the govern-
ment can work with UP and
other universities to enhance
productivity of yields, prod-
uct quality, and lower unit
costs of production.

Reside said improving
agricultural productiv-
ity would likewise entail
strengthening business
conditions through ease of
doing business and reduc-
ing regulatory and legal
business risks.

Barcelon said the gov-
ernment should also focus
on enhancing education,
addressing climate chan%e,
as well as improving the
health care system.

He said the private sec-
tor would be willing to
work with the government
in programs to promote
economic growth.

The NEDA is conductin
a forum on the PDF, whic
serves as the government’s
overall guide for develop-
ment for the next six years,
to gather inputs from stake-
holders.

Following the sessions
with the youth and private
sector, the NEDA is set to
hold a PDP forum with
planners on Sept.23.

~ Louella Desiderio
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GOVERNMENT partnerships with
financial institutions and infrastruc-
ture providers, as well as financing for
small and medium enterprises, should
be prioritized to create and promote
access to safe water and sanitation in
| the Philippines, experts said.

Despite its growing economy, the

Philippines faces significant challenges
- in terms of water and sanitation access.
- The country is rapidly urbanizing, and
 its growing cities struggle to provide

new residents with adequate water and

| sanitation services.

According to the United States Agency
for International Development, about
+ 12 million Filipinos do not have access

to safe drinking water, and 80 percent
of the population is not connected to
wastewater treatment services.

' Water Security for the Philippines”
forum on Tuesday, Rich Thorsten,
chief insight officer of Water.org,
‘highlighted how his organization has
helped increase access to water supply
and sanitation services for underserved
communities across the world. The
Financial Executives Institute of the
Philippines, Management Association
of the Philippines, Water.org and Ac-
cralaw were behind the event.
Water.org is a nonprofit organization
providing aid to developing countries
that do not have access to safe drinking
water and sanitation,

. “This is a global health crisis ... It's
estimated that every day, more than
200 million are wasted mostly by
women and girls collecting water or
finding places to use them every single
day. And it's ... making a valuable crisis.
It’s estimated that over $300 billion are
lost every single year, largely by people
living in poverty, who don’t have access

During the “Sustainable Path to

Par?nerships vital for PH water security |

B Rich Thorsten, chief insight officer of
Water.org, speaks during the ‘Sustainable
Path to Water Security for the Philippines’
forum on Tuesday, Sept. 20, 2022,
PHOTO BY J. GERARD SEGUIA

to water and sanitation services solu-
tions, " Thorsten said.

To help address the crisis, he sald
Water.org identified gaps and op-

portunities in various dimensions of
water and sanitation. "Pﬂncnpélly, it

is a financing and funding crisis in the
way that we look at it. Globally, it’s
estimated that roughly $200 billion
is needed in investments every year
to meet the Sustainable Development
Goals,” Thorsten added.
Unfortunately for the Philippines,
water adversities will only increase in
the face of climate change, which is ex-
pected to further exacerbate ecological
imbalances as climate variability be-
comes the new normal. But there will
always be a way, according to Thorsten,
By applying a systems approach that
strengthens linkages between upstream
and downstream stakeholders across
all provinces in the Philippines, he said
the country will be able to increase ac-
cess to resilient water supply and sani-
tation services, improve sustainable
management of water resources and
strengthen water sector governance.
“[We need to prioritize] downstream
partnerships ... [we have| partner-

1

ships with financial institutions and
infrastructure providers ... We worked
with many financial institutions in
the Philippines and around the world
to create and promote access 1o safe
water and sanitation through financing
 through micro loans, through loans 1o
small and medium enterprises .. And
then on the upstream side, we worked
with capital providers,” Thorsten said

Collaboration
for infrastructure

He also said the key to water security
is collaboration with the infrastructure
sector who work with utilities and
small and medium enterprises.

To date, Water.org has mobilized

.over $4 billion in investment capital
around the world, including roughly
$250 million in the Philippines toward
water and sanitation solutions.

"We've reached 50 million people,
most of which has been in the last five
years, globally, and of that 6 million
‘people are people that live here in the
Philippines. So we're very proud about

“that. But we also know that there’s
much more to do to mobilize billions
of foreign investment and reach mil-
lions of more people with water and
sanitation solutions,” said Thorsten.

Latest climate projections up to
2050 suggest that the Philippines will
become warmer, with increasing ter-
perature and decreasing rainfall during
the dry season and more extreme rain-

_fall events during the wet season. The
intermittent water supply in parts of
the country will only continue to bring
serious consequences to the health of
the affected people who are still reel-
ing from the effects of the Covid-19
pandemic. EIREENEJAIREE GOMEZ
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’ Eating wzthout consummg the world

ndeed, we live in a world full of competing

interests and disagreements. Yet despite

this, there is one underlying, unifying in-

terest that we all share. It is in all our in-
terests to have access to safe, affordable, and
nutritious food at all times.

The question is will there be enough food
for all in the near future, and will it be pro-
duced sustainably? The answer is not so af-
firmative without immediate action. Despite
our commaon interest, this region is backslid-
ing into greater hunger and malnutrition. Ac-
cording to one recent United Nations report,
Asia and the Pacific is so off track, it would
need an additional 35 years to achieve the
Sustainable Development Goals—in 2065,

Some of the backslidings are obvious. This
year, in Asia and the Pacific, we've witnessed
droughts and floods, the highest food prices
in decades, an armed conflict in Eastern Eu-
rope, and a lingering COVID-1g pandemic that
continues to threaten health, disrupts supply
chains and livelihoods. Together, these have
resulted in a crisis of five “Fs"—Ilack of food,
feed, fuel, fertilizer, and finance, and it's pre-
dicted there could be reductions in cereal
output next year due to fertilizer shortages
in some countries in the region.

But even before these crises, successive
annual reports of the Food and Agriculture
Organization's (FAOQ) flagship publication,
the State of Food Security and Nutrition,
were warning the fight against hunger and
malnutrition was stalling, and then failing.

In 2021, more than 400 million people
in Asia-Pacific were malnourished, most of
them in South Asia. In fact, of the billions of
people in this region, 40 percent cannot af-
ford a healthy diet. For decades, as the world's
population grew, we took our collective eye
off the agrifood systems ball. The world was
producing enough food, and there was little
political appetite to upset the apple cart. Our
agrifood systems were (and still are) a com-
plex, interdependent system, of planting, har-
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vesting, transporting, processing, marketing,
and consuming.

The wake-up call came two years ago with
the arrival of a global pandemic. While food
production didn't come to a halt, the lock-
downs and supply chain disruptions that fol-
lowed took a serious toll on this interdepen-
dent system. For those of us in Asia and the
Pacific, the pandemic and fallout were hap-
pening in tandem with other huge disrupters
such as climate change, narural disasters, haz-
ards, and risks that account for 6o percent of
global fatalities and 40 percent of economic
losses. And so it became clear, we urgently
needed to fix our agrifood systems by trans-
forming them to withstand shocks and dis-
ruptions, and also use this as an opportunity
to make nutritious foods and healthy diets
more accessible and affordable for all.

Last year, the UN Food Systems Summit
in New York was the world's first major at-
tempt to move these plans forward. Now it's
time to get that transformarion underway
on the ground in our Asia-Pacific region. In
other words, it's time to roll up our sleeves
and build a better apple cart. But it will take
more than just a few of us to do that. Govern-
ments in our region must act through lead-
ership. Asia-Pacific’s private sector, among
leaders in technology and innovation, must
broaden its customer base to provide afford-
able solutions to the region's smallholders.
Civil society, while continuing its important
role as watchdog, must work more proactive-
ly with policymakers and the private sector.
Academia must accelerate its research, while
resource partners must make this transfor-
mation their top priority because to achieve
this massive transformation, our region, in-

deed the world, must literally pur its
where its mouth is.

More than 80 percent of the
smallholders and family farmers liv
land in this region, and their i
livelihoods must be safeguarded.
ty nets and reskilling prog
employment prospects should ]
portant part of this transformation
good news is that, overall, there
and a variety, of available solut
icy and evidence-based, regene
novative, and technological. The
strengthening actions to sustainablv 1
natural resources, enhance forest areas
restore landscapes.

The Asia-Pacific region benefits from
thousands of years of agriculture-based sy
tems and hundreds of generations of tr
tional knowledge, which could be
with a fast-srowing entrepreneurial
tem. For our part, FAO's mission is
the 2030 Agenda through helping me
nations and partners build more efficient,
inclusive, resilient, and sustainable agrifood
systems for better production, better nutri-
tion, a better environment, and a bette
leaving no one behind.

Without doubt, this transformation =
quire massive public and private investment—
and the political will to effect the chan
if we fail to act, even the year 2065 ma)
opdmistic. This time, all eyesare on t ;
no one doubts what's at stake. Failing to mans-
form our agrifood systems is not an option—
it is imperative for our future and that of
children. The sakarta Post/Asia News Network

Jong-jin Kim is assistant director-general
and regional representative for Asia and
the Pacific of the FAQ,

The Philippine Daily Inquirer is a member
the Asia Mews Metwork, an alliance of 22
media titles in the region.




