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PAM narra nasahat sa Nueva Vizcaya

ARITAQ, Nueva Vizcaya -
Umaabot sa P4 milyong
halaga ng narra na lulan
sa isang truck ang naha-
rang ng mga kawani ng
Department of Enviroment
and Natural Resources at
pulisya sa checkpoint sa
Calitlitan, Aritao, ng la-
lawigang fto.

Nakuha mula sa sasak-
yan na may tractor head
(NDC 7499) at trailer number
130110 ang B1 piraso ng
narra lumber bar flitches
na umaabot sa halagang
P4,077,500 na ihahatid sana
sa Pasig City.

Naaresto ang driver na

sina Cecilio Macalos, driver
ng San Jose del Monte Bula-
can at kanyang pahinante na
sina Armario Cahayagan, 50,
residente ng Brgy. Kurbada
Norzagaray, Bulacan at Ar-
cadio Pascual, 50, residente
ng Pinokpok, Kalinga.

Ayon kay Forester Jay
Marshal Jasmin, team lea-
der ng checkpoint, naitimbre
sa kanila ang paparating na
sasakyan kaya inabangan
nila ito sa checkpoint.

Huminto naman ito at na-
kumpirmang may kargang
mga kahoy na galing sa Ka-
linga.

Walang maipakitang kau--

kulang papeles ang tatlo para
sa kargang kahoy.

Ihaharap ang tationg sus-
pek sa korte para sa pag-
sasampa ng paglabag sa
section 77 ng PD 705.

Ayon sa DENR, ibinase
nila ang komputasyon sa 500
kada board foot pero posib-
leng aabot sa 700 0 800 kada
board foot ang presyo nito sa
Metro Manila.

lto na ang ikalawang
pagkakataon na nakakum-
piska ang awtoridad ng mil-
yo-milyong halaga ng iligal
na pinutol na kahoy.

REY VELASCO
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Air pollution worsen
in Metro Manila

THE easing of pandemic restric-
tions worsened the air pollution
in Metro Manila, an official of the
Department of Environment and
Natural Resources (DENR) said
on Friday.

The DENR's Environmental
Management Bureau Director
William Cufado said that during
the implementation of Covid-19
restrictions, all the monitoring
stations in the National Capital
Region (NCR) registered green
which meant good air quality.

Because of the lockdowns,
only 10 percent or 35,000 of the
350,000 vehicles in the NCR were
allowed to operate.

“During the pandemic, there
was a reduction of 90 percent
in volume of the vehicles plying
within Metro Manila. Because of
this, there was a dramatic reduc-
tion in air pollutants. There was a
good quality of air because of the
small volume of vehicles. Almost
all the stations have green color,
meaning to say that we have good
quality of air within Metro Ma-

nila,” Cunado said.

However, as pandemic restric-
tions eased, a gradual change in
the air quality was noticed.

“Now that the vehicles allowed
outside are almost the same com-
pared to the volume we had prior
to the pandemic, from green, we
have monitored yellow or even
orange colors,” Cunado said.

Yellow signifies fair air quality
while orange means air quality can
be unhealthy for sensitive groups
such as those with respiratory
problems like asthma.

“The air pollution could aggra-
vate their ailments,” Cufiado said.

He added that air pollution
is high during heavy traffic in a
particular area.

“This is the accumulation of
gases discharged in a certain area,
especially if there is a high concen-
tration of people that are moving
and there is heavy traffic. There
is an increase in the particulate
matter and other substances,” the
official said.
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Tampakan mining

The municipal government of Tampakan, South
Cotabato, hasr the business permit of Sag-
ittarius Mines Inc. (SMI), the developer of South-
east Asia’s largest unbt&g{:i copper-gold reserve,
due to alleged fraud and misrepresentation. May-

or Leonard Escobillo canceled the permit issued to
SMI, which is pursuing the controversial $5.9-bil-

lion Tampakan mining project. —STORY BY BONG iﬁ
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NEWS IN A FLASH P10.00

THE Earth Island Institute Philippines, together with green advocacy groups and volunteers, leads a clean-up drive
at the Las Pifias-Parafiaque Critical Habitat and Ecotourism Area (LPPCHEA), popularly known as the Freedom
Island. The group yesterday called on the public anew to stop the use of single-use plastic, which has caused a
worldwide environmental catastrophe. (Manny Llanes)
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Volunteers and
members of
environmental g
such as the Earth
Institute Philipp
conduct a clean-
drive at the Las
P fias-Parafaque
Critical Habitat s
Ecotourisa} Area,
more popular
as the Freedo[za
Islands, yesterd
ERNIE PENAREDONDO
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PHOTOGRAPH BY AL PADILLA FOR THE DAILY TRIBUNE @Mbuuspm‘!_;
VOLUNTEERS gather garbage for collection by waiting dump trucks as part of the Las Pifas-Parafiaque

Wetland Park cleanup drive Friday. The area is being primed as an ecology-tourism area.
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ECOTOQURISM
CLEANUP.
Members of Earth
Island Institute Asia-
Pacific held a coastal
clean-up at the Las
Pinas - Paranaque

Critical Habitat and

Ecotourism Area
(LPPCHEA) also
known as Freedom
Island in time for
the celebration of
International Coastal
Clean-up Day 2022
held globally every
third Saturday of
September. Norman
Cruz
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Manila Zoo
toopenin
December

- Mayor Honey

MANILA City Mayor
Maria Shiela “Honey”
Lacuna-Pangan assured
the public that Manila
Zoo, now known as the
Manila Zoological and
Botanical Garden, will be
open in December this
year.

Mayor Honey said she
will announce later the
exact date of the opening
of one of Manila’s favor-
ite attractions but guar-
anteed that visitors will
certainly enjoy the new
andimproved Manila Zoo
on Christmas Day.

The Manila Zoo, con-
sidered a top landmark of
the City of Manila was
first o to the public
on July 25, 1959 but on
January 23, 2019, the De-
parhnmtofEnﬁronment
and Natural Resources
(DENR) ordered its indef-
inite closure after it was
identified as one of Ma-
nila Bay’s major pollut-
ants.

Mayor Lacuna said fi-
nal touches are still being
made to make sure that
the publiccan promenade
to one of the best zoos in
thecountry Edd Reyes
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Manila Zoo bubuksan na sa publiko
sa Disyembre — Mayor Honey mExxmm

TINIYAK ni Manila May-
or Maria Sheila “Honey”
Lacuna sa publiko na ang
bantog na na_ mila. Zoo na
n taglay na
rﬂfﬁm"” Manila Zoo-
ogical and Botanical Gar-
den” ay mabubuksan na
sa buwan ng Disyembre

n Erm'l taon.
s‘insgi na alkalde na
kanyang ia-anunsiyo sa

nga ting na
s kg e g g

dara panahon

as ng isa sa
aboritong sa
Eungsod ng Maﬁzig at gi-
nagnanais nmmgz
rito na kanilang mmsisijas -
an ang bago at pinaganda

pang Manila Zoo sa araw
ng Pasko.

Ang Manila Zoo, na iti-
nuturing na mahalagan

palatandaan ng Lungsod

ng Maynila, ay unang
binuksan sa publiko n
Hulyo 25 ng taong 19
't noong Enero 23,
2019, iniutos ng Depart-
ment of Environment and
Natural Resources (DENR)
ang pa sara nito
wﬁmg atiyakan ku;:g
kailan eng mabuk-
san makar matuk-
salan na isa ito sa mga
pangunahing nagtgtapon
ng maruming tubig sa
IE ila Ba g g

Nang n'};upo sina dat-

h\ioManﬂ a Mayor Francisco
“Isko Moreno” Doma;
at kanyang bise alkalde
noon na si Vice Mayor Hon-
ey Lacuna-Pangan mata-
pos ang kanilang “land-
slide victory” sa 2019 mid-
e v
ng+ 1/ bilyong pisong por-
i
da ng n\a{amharymg lu-
idade e g
Makaraan ang ilang
buwan na puspusang
pagkukumpuni, muling
na sa publiko ang

Manila Zoo Dizem_
bre 20, 2021, sa iab' ng
banta ng pandemiyang

dulot ng COVID-19.
Gayunman, bago bum-
aba sa kanyang tanggapan
si datin ayor Isko
Moreno, iniutos niya ang
pansamantala munang
pagsasarang muli ng Ma-

nila Zoo simula Hu-
1, 2022 upang
na pagsasaa
gt Eganda r:iim.!mEi
Ayon kay Mayor Honey
sa ay
todo-todo na ang pagku-
kumpuni sa iba lugar
sa loob ng
ang matiyak na i b
an ang publiko sa g
pamamasyal sa loob ng isa
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CIMATUBEGINS NEW ROLE

By Dale Israel
and Nestle Semilla
@inquirervisayas

CEBU CITY—Former Environ-
ment Secretary Roy Cimatu has
come out of retirement to lead
a special task force to clear and
clean up all the seven major riv-
ers here.

Cimatu, named an adopted
son of Cebu at the height of the
COVID-19 pandemic for assist-
ing the city in curbing the surge
of the disease, hoped to rehabil-
itate and replicate what he did
in Boracay, Manila Bay, and the
rivers of Marikina and Cagayan
in northern Luzon.

He, however, admitted
there was so much work to be

cently advised affected entities
to voluntarily demolish their
homes or structures so they
could save their belongings.

The petition

Informal settlers would be
transferred to medium-rise con-
do buildings donated by a pri-
vate firm at the South Road Prop-
erties and would receive P35,000
each from the Department of
Public Works and Highways.

“If there are illegal struc-
tures there, then they are vio-
lating the law. I know they know
there is a (3-meter) easement
rule. T suggest they self-demol-
ish already,” Cimatu added.

Last Tuesday, city hall an-
nounced it would petition the

HOPE TO REPLICATE SUCCESSFUL CLEANUP DRIVES

AS ANTIFLOOD TASK FORGE CHIEF IN GEBUCITY

done in Cebu City, which has a
bigger area than his previous
cleanup assignments,

“It will be very difficult,” the
retired Army general said.

Clogged waterways

Cimatu said he was already
in his home province Ilocos
Norte planting papaya when
Mayor Michael Rama called
him up and asked for his help..
He immediately agreed.

He said the job in Cebu City
could not be completed in just a
few years, but he hoped to jump-
start the process of doing the right
things for the generations to come.

“It is a challenge, really, but
with your cooperation, maybe
we can do it now for the next

Supreme Court to issue a writ
of kalikasan in a bid to clear the
riverbanks from informal set-
tlers and commercial establish-
ments that encroached on the
3-meter easement zone. A writ
of kalikasan would also com-
pel national agencies to act and
free the rivers of obstructions.
According to the Environmen-
tal Management Bureau, all seven
major rivers in Cebu City—Gua-
dalupe, Kinalumsan, Mahiga, La-
hug, Estero de Parian, Bulacao and
Butuanon—were already “dead”
since they have ceased to perform
their ecological functions, includ-
ing sustaining any form of life
such as fish and aquatic plants.
About 14,000 to 18,000
structures that encroached all

generation, for a better and
new Cebu City,” Cimatu said.

Cebu City has experienced
severe flooding during heavy
rains in the past weeks. The
problem was blamed by local
government officials on clogged
rivers and waterways.

The local government has
announced it would clean up
and dredge the seven fivers
in the city starting on Sept. 17,
alongside the launching of the
Task Force Gubat sa Baha (War
on Flood) headed by Cimatu.

Cimatu #%aid the rivers

would also be cleared of illegal
structures, including commer-
cial establishments and dwell-
ings of informal settlers.

The city government re-

y m e
VOLUNTEER COPS Central
Visayas police officers and
personnel conduct a cleanup
drive in one of the rivers of
Cebu City on Sept. 15. —nesTLE
SEMILLA

seven rivers in Cebu City need
to be demolished. So far, the
city has given notices of evic-
tion to at least 2,000 house-
holds and establishments. INQ
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Sugar and salt in food security

ur top concern in food security today
does not focus on a staple crop like
rice or corn, but on two essential
additives — sugar and salt.

The latest brouhaha over sugar importa-
_tion had brought into light critical issues fac-
4ing the industry - tight supply and declining
production which had doubled the price of
white sugar from $50 a year ago to 95 a kilo.

This prompted President Marcos, Jr.,
concurrently agriculture secretary and Sugar
Regulatory Administration (SRA) chair to
+issue Sugar Order 1 which orders all sugar
output for domestic use. The planned im-
portation program would be a “stop gap
measure.”

Thus, we must allow manufacturers to
import part of their sugar requirements, ac-
cording to Dr. Jesus Lim Arranza who notes
that we merely had a total production of
1.7 million metric tons instead of the pro-
‘jected target of 2.1 million MT due to extreme

Analysts note that although the salt industry may
not be dying, it will need help from government and
the private sector to make it sustainable.

While the presence of sugar was first acknowl-
edged in England in the 12th century where it was
regarded as a spice and medicine, salt was mentioned
in the Bible in this passage: “When God rained sul-
phur and fire on Sodom and Gomorrah, Lot’s wife
looked back and became a pillar of salt.” This pillar
was 700 feet high.

Pangasinan, its name, derived from the phrase.
“pinagasinan (where salt is made) is among the
country’s top producers. It is my hometown where
as a child, I would watch salt farmers raking their
salt beds. The other provinces are Mindoro, Bulacan,
the Ilocos region, Zambales, Bataan, Marinduque,
Antique and Palawan.

Yolanda Sotelo (Inquirer, Sept. 11, 2022) noted
challenges facing the salt industry, citing findings
by Pangasinan State University’s vice-president for
research, Dr. Paulo Cenas who attributed the decline
in yield and the massive importation of salt to the
labor-intensive nature of the industry. He notes that
because it does not pay well, the younger ones have
turned away from salt farming.

The passage of the Salt Iodization law or Asin

weather conditions
that damaged crops
and sugar refineries,
and high fertilizer
costs,

The history of the
sugar industry in the
country pre-dates
pre-Spanish colonization when Arab traders
brought from the Celebes cuttings of sugar
cane. Sugar cane became our most important
agricultural export between the late 18th
century and the mid-70’s because it was the
basis of wealth accumulation of some Filipino
elite. As of 2005, the country was the ninth
largest sugar producer in the world, second,
among ASEAN countries,

For three centuries, sugar was the most
important of the overseas commodities.
Sugar or “white gold” was the engine of the
slave trade that brought millions of Africans
to the Americas in the 16th century.

PAGBABAGO

FLORANGEL ROSARIO BRAID

Law that required stringent standards crippled local
salt manufacturers. The aim was to eliminate micro-
nutrient malnutrition. But instead of meeting this
challenge, the manufacturers deferred the process.

Besides the Asin law, the decline was also due to
the massive conversion of salt farms into housing
and industrial areas, a fate experienced by other ag-
ricultural farms. This had caused the displacement of
salt makers who were only leasing the farms from the
government. Their facilities were gradually depreci-
ated and they did not have enough capital to invest.

Environmental factors — climate change or “La
Nifia,” with more rains than usual, limited the salt
makers capacity to operate their saltbeds.

With our membership in the World Trade Orga-
nization in 1994, our salt farmers saw thousands of
tons of salt entering the local market. But we had no
laws to protect the industry. Bureau of Fisheries and
Aquatic Resources’ (BFAR) Nestor Domenden notes
that while salt is an important mineral in agriculture
and industry, it is an “orphan” with no agency tasked
to oversee it. Today, the country imports 93 percent
of its salt requirements. This is deemed ironic since
we have 36,000 kilometers of coastline.

Please email me at Florangel.braid@gmail.com



