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,fare for life, nat e -
PBBM marks 65th birthday by leading tree
planting, freeing 371 PDLs, among others

L

By BHHEENAV.UNITEand JEfFREYG. DAMlC06

President M?rcos started the
first working hours of his
birthday on Tuesday, Sept.
13, by leading the kick-off

ceremony of the national bamboo and
tree-planting activity in San Mateo,
Rizal, where he enjoined the nation to
pour all efforts to preserving the earth.

In his speech, he bared that hold-
ing the kick-off ceremony of the na- .
tional simultaneous bamboo and tree
planting on Tuesday was his way of
celebrating his 65th birthday. ••.. 7

The President said he and •••
'l

- . • I
PBBM@65-PresidentFerdinandMaltosJr.startsthecelebration of his 65th birthday on Tuesday, Sept. 13, 2022, by leading the kick-off ceremony of the national bamboo and treV
planting at the Metropolitan Manila Development Authority (MMDA) landfill In San Mateo, R~al. ASSisting the President are Department of Environment and ~tural Resources (DENR)
- Forest Management Bmau (FNB) director Tino P. Parian Jr., DEMRCAlABARZONregional executive direclor Hllo Tamoria, DEHRSecretary Maria Antonia Yulo-Loyuga, Department 0
the Interior and local Government (DIlG) Secretary Benhur Abalos, RI121Provioce Governor Nina Ricci Yn~re~ and other local government officials. (Noel B. Pabalate) I
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88M AT 65

A look back at Marc s'
first 2· months in office
By ARGYLL CYRUS B. GEDUCOS

Ferdinand Marcos j r.,
, Bongbong as he, is referred

to by many, became the
country's 17th president

after getting over 31 million votes,
which represented an overwhelming
maj ity in the May 202l polls.

is victory was history com-
ing f II circle as it also marked his
fami y's return to Malacanang af-
ter h s late father was ousted dur-
ing e first EDSA People Power
Rev ution 36 years ago.

I celebration of his 65th birth-
day n Sept. 13, here's a quick look
of arcos ' first two months as
chief executive.

Return to the Palace
In his first vlog since becom-

Ing president, Marcos described
his first week in office as "funny":
and "normal."

"Parang nakakatawa nga yung
pagbalik ko sa palasyo, parang pan-
gkaraniwan dahil ang tagal-tagal
'kong tumira doon (It felt funny re-
turning to Malacaiiang. It felt nor-
mal because I lived there for a long
time)," he said. "Ngunlt, pagkai-
sip ko nang mabutl, hlndl Rangka-
raniwan talaga ito dahil pagkabalik
sa palasyo, ako'y naging presiden-
te na. Kahit pareho lang yung aking
ginagawa, Iba ang pakiramdam (But
when I think about it, it's not normal
since I have returned as the president.
Even though I'm doing the same
thing, it feels different)."

It was also during his first week
in office that they celebrated the 93rd
birthday of the former first lady
Imelda Marcos.

After meeting Palace work-
ers, holding a Cabinet meeting,
and attending events during his
first week In office, Marcos caught
'~ovid-19 for the second time. Last
"month, the President got his second
booster shot.

A day before his birthday, the
President scrapped the mandate-
rY use of face masks outdoors and
kept the state of calamity in the
Philippines due to Cqvid -19 until the
end of the year.

Restructuring
President Marcos reorganized the

government during his first week in
office. He reverted the Presidential
Communications Operations Office
(PCOO) and its attached agencies to
the Office of the Press Secretary (OPS).
He likewise abolished the Office of
the Presidential Spokesperson.

In his Executive Order NO.2,
Marcos cited the need to "rationalize
and consolidate the cornmunications
arm of the administration fOr a more
efficient delivery of public policy to
the general public."

To simplify the internal man-
agement of offices under the Office
of the President (OP), Marcos
abolished the presidential Anti-
corrupnon Commission (PACC) and

His victory was history coming
full circle as it also marked his
family's return to Malacaiiang

arter his late father was ous ed
during the first. EDSA-Peopl t -t ,f~
Power Revolution 36 years ago.~ p, '.,•and its infringement on or conflict try's terri-
with other agencies' mandates and tlY' particu-
authorities," he wrote. 1 rly its claim

Marcos likewise vetoed the 0 the West
proposed bill seeking to strength - P ilippine Sea.
en the Office of the Government The President,
Corporate Counsel (OGCC), clt- h wever, did not
ing various reasons, including dlk about the
the excessive remunerations for dtu~ war or the
OGCC lawyers. e~vlron~ent.

Meanwhile, as of Aug. 3, at
least 40 bills ,have lapsed into 'Agenda for
law since Marcos took office on Prosperity'
June 30. Among the lapsed laws The ~rcos ad-
were the controversial Vape Act ministration has
and the Permanent Validity of the propos~ld a na-
Certificates of Live Birth, Death, tional bJdget for
and Marriage. 2023.wor,ht P5.268

. '. trillion: According
First SONA ,-,,L to tile President

President Marcos deltvered" -- this is anchorac
his first State of the Nation Address on what I<hecalled
(SONA) on July 25, where he laid the" Agenda for
down his administration's economic Prosperity" that
plan to bring the country back to nor- aims to achieve his
malcy after being hit by the Covid-19 medium-term mac-
pandemic, including 19 prioritybills .. --tDei;.onomic .and fis-

Marcos discussed his economic cal'!bjectives.

the Office of the Cabinet Secretary.
In doing so, the President

hoped to achieve a comprehen-
sive and meat iagful recovery
from the current Covid-19 and
fiscal crises th :ough a "just al-
location of res. -urces."

Vetoed bills and lapsed laws
On his first day in office, President

Marcos vetoed House Bill (HB)
No. 7575, which proposed to cre-
ate the Bulacan Airport City Special
Economic Zone and Freeport.

San Miguel Corporation, one of
the country's biggest conglomerates,
is investing P7 40 billion to turn a
2,500-hectare property in Bulacan
into an aerotropolis featuring a
world-class gateway capable of
handlmgioo miJIion passengers
annually, plus an adjacent urban
and industrial hub.

According to press secretary
Trixie Cruz-Angeles, Marcos vetoed
the bill because it was the "fastest
way" to cure the bill's defects before
it lapsed into law on July 4.

In his veto message, Marcos said,
"fiscal prudence must be exercised
particularly at :imes when resources
are scarce, and needs are abundant."

"I cannot support the bill consid-
ering the provisions that pose sub-
stantial fiscal risks to the country

plan and tallied about agricul-
ture and agrarian reform. He likewise
mentioned the Pantawld Pamilyang
Pilipino Program (4Ps).

The President vowed there would
no longer be Icckdowns, make af-
fordable medicines for ordinary peo-
ple, and build eusy-to-reach hospi-
tals and health centers for those liv-
ing in far-flung areas.

Marcos tackled the need to in-
tensifythe country's STEM (science,
technology, engineering, and math-
ematics) education.

In addition, he talked about
addressing the digital divide in
the country, continuing the Build,

Build, Build program, and con-
side ring building nuclear

power plants.
He vowed to establish

a command center to help
Filipinos abroad in crl-

"" sis, boost tourism,
_ a: id not surren-

der an inch of
the coun-

In his message to Congress,
Marcos said the objective of the
most significant proposed budget in
Philippine history is economic trans-
formation. He enumerated the prior-
ity sectors: Education, Public Works,

_Health, Social Welfare, Agriculture,
and Transportation.

., Inaugural trip
Marcos went on his first overseas

trips as president this month. He first
went to Indonesia on Sept. 4, where
he bagged about $8.5 billion wotth of
Investment deals that could translate
to at least 7,000 new jobs.

Angeles likewise announced that
the Department of Foreign Mfairs

- (DFA) had sought executive clemen-
cy for Mary Jane Veloso, an overseas
Filipino worker (OFW) on death row

in Indonesia after she was
caught In Yogyakarta

In 2010 with several
packs of heroin.

The President
went to Singapore on
Sept. 6 where he con-

vinced Singapore-based
businessmen to Invest

a total of US$6.54
billion worth

of foreign di-
rect invest-
ments In the
Philippines.
Th is Is
equivalent to
15,000 jobs.

During
his trip to
Singapore,
M'a r co s
witnessed
the signing
ofsix agree-
ments be-
tweenthetwo
countries.
Singapore

'also named
an orchid

hybrid after
I the President

and his wife,
first lady Louise

Araneta-Marcos.

• '.,'

'. il>
.~~,
-r

\,.;.

US Trip
President Marcos

has been confirmed to
go to New York City this

month to attend the United
Nations General AssemblyI (UNGA) and attend other

lengagements.
Marcos has expressed

his intention to cooperate
with the US and bolster the
ties between the two coun-
t ies. During his meeting with

State Secretary Antony
B inken, the President ex-
p ssed his intention to coop-
e te with American scientists
a d institutions to further the

ountry's agriculture re-
search and development

under his watch.
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HAPPY BIRTHDAY, MR. PRESIDENT. EmployeesoftheEnvironment 
and Interior departments present a birthday cake to President Ferdinand Marcos Jr. during 
the Simultaneous Bamboo and Tree Planting Ceremony at the Old Sanitary Landfill in 
Barangay' Pintong Bukawe, San Mateo, Rizal on Tuesday (story below). Revoli Cortez 
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President marks birthday with tree planting 
By Vito Barcelo and 
Vince Lopez 

PRESIDENT Ferdinand Marcos Jr. 
on Tuesday raised the need to protect 
the environment as a way to promote 
economic growth and stability, during a 
nationwide simultaneous tree planting 
activity on his 65th birthday. 

"We have ta do this as a concrete step 

that we take sn that nature is cared for 
because it desperately needs that care 
and it desperately needs that attention,'.' 
Marcos said during the National 
Simultaneous Bamboo and Tree Planting 
and Kickoff Ceremony at the Old San 
Mateo Sanit<1ry Landfill in Rizal. 

The -tree planting program ai~ to 
plant over 8,000 seedlings and bamboo 
planting stocks in some parts of 
Calabarzon. Nut PfASe 

p'r • .. . and the DENR is also. ' Budget Secretary -~ Amenah - . 
. _ ._ -•• ..L,;,,"'"' • 11,631 hectares of enhanced . Pangandaman S8id that she and otqer 
[' ~ National Green!1]8 Program sites in 2023. officials are wi:nesses to the President's 
i - . . . . •fbe seedli~ thttwere planted during "unyielding resolve" for public 
'Plant¢ . a baniboo lanL stock riamed .. .Ju~•g event.. will be significant. in service ~ of challenges tie • 

1 
• · l'Cillizbig the gqvemment's .refi>restation ·, en~ ,.ttmg the way. . • . 

. g~ u the program generates jobs, "By anbodying _resilience- and 
, _ opp(!l'tunities, as well ~ livelihood fur humility and eiP.Jusing ~ ~ . 

~ on; ' . • F~ the President said. building and unity, you have.truly gaiaed 
warebess .alxrut More than theeconomic benefit of the the confidence and tmst of tho Eilipmo, 

prote¢ng· e : enviro.mtient; which he · activity, he said the country is es.,eotiajly peoples• she said. rr: · · 
said was sn important natiorw and global 1- aod primarily investing in egsuring i&it Pingandaman said she and-members 
~ J · • · theplanetremai.ns.asafespace,especiaUy ofber~ent'woul4also · 
:, ~ · for tlic'nm: genetation that will. inherit it. contimied success:· 
: rais!D The l'reaidentaJso said he sees som~ · Social . Welfare; and ' e optpent 
'g,e · . , pi:otecti6A," lie sai . planting Jlctivity , ~ Erwin Tu1fo · 
1_ ~ .. Ai the same ~ it ~ N!rd!~ ~ ~ old sanitary for the_ 

1 
~ - _ i 

•' .to -~the ;!I DENR'stt ... landll~ on area -~ the natmn n 9 
·:theE~wo'nment and;Natural 'belnelifl and tbe' local pandemic. _, , 
_National . ' ~g· ~ ' · He, also ' ar a o vi c qf 

1 
~ · ' •iP' most , fll]lbitious .r-i;......,_.... • jSfned · dentJiq _ 

: •. , ~ .._~.,.. ·J:llllllC~ ,nA:;1 .. .. 
-t-· 'UUDaiUMU,>"-'• • m ~ lit:ical ·_ · 
· -~ ,,......_..,.,"·- ~t«the · · 
~c· ., '"-U.. ....... -v ti dajimij~si> .. ,President and 

· c · .. · Sara D6reite and · ion~ 
•,-. .....,....,..,..., el~ · ·· ~on cha 

J'. .1.i,.:1-· A. ,,,..- ,: 

D)illion' h . e wo'ol~ ~ - .., , • ' ' · on the 
have bc;enestab. . ~ve -~ fives ,of ev:erf Filipino· : Presi _ . _day. h(S~ •• 'fidl . story 
. . 'An additi~ 46~6fhectaies will be tl1e livi_ng ~ n~6n of the-nation. . . - otiline· at mii_nll,astan.,dard.n.et) - __ J'. · 

A . . ~; - ' . t 't\ • ' ,..L . '' • ~ ·, ·• fl f. ...... 
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Marcos: Preserve environme t
BY CATHERINE S. VALENTE

PRESIDE~ Ferdinand "B9~gD~g:M<qc
. J~ on Tl,leAday called on the public. to
;' pnite- lit protecting and preserving the

environQl~.Ar:!!>"make surethat our plans for the
cou,ntry'f~tonomy will suc~eed." _ r c-

Marcos marked his 65th birth-· The President said this-initiative
day by [oining.the national baiD-' "will greatly help in raisingaWar~-'
boo and tree-p)jBting event in.San ness on envi,6I)mentahwel!<i~~
Mateo, Rizal. Thievent in San~, and protecuon."."
teo was held simultaneously with He also tt:apk,f1 W neQg0,'tllIl'\
those in other pans of the country. ment organizarloris pres~nt diidri

In his speech, the President the activity.
described the tree-planting ac- "Your presence in the selected
tivities as "simple yet impactful areas across the country shows
undertaking]s]" to protect the your commitment to prioritize
environment. Mother Earth and encourage ev-

'The challenges we hurdled in eryone to unite for her benefit,'
recent years highlighted the fact he said. "Indeed, this initiative will
that we have one Earth. We must contribute to the DENR's National
spare no effon to ensure that it Greening Program, the country's
survives in the years to come," most ambitious reforestation
Marcos said. program yet.'

"During my address [on the] With the goal of reducing pov-
State of the Nation, I made it dear: erty; Marcos said, ensuring food
'Preserving the environment is security, environmental stability,
nothing less than preserving life.' conserving biodiversity, and miti-
And therefore. it can only be one gating climate change and adapt-
of our important priorities if we ing to dimate change, more than
wish to make sure that our plans two million hectares of reforesta-
for the country's economy will tion sites were established from
succeed: he added. 2011 to 2021.

Marcos thanked the Department "An additional 46,265 hectares
of the Interior and Local Govern- are expected to be developed in
ment, the Department of Envi- 2022. The DENR targets 11,631
ronrrient and Natural Resources hectares of enhanced National
(DENR) and the Department of Greening Program sites in 2023:
Agriculture, for the collaboration the President said. "And so, the
that made the events in San Mateo seedlings that we will plant today
and elsewhere possible. will be significant in realizing this

"We have to do this as a concrete goaL This program will generate
step that we take so that nature is jobs, will generate opponunities
cared for because it desperately and will generate livelihood for
needs that care and it desperately our countrymen. "
needs that attention," he said. The Chief Executive said more

than the economic benefit of
this activity, "we are essentially
and primarily investing in en-
suring that our planet remains
a safe space:

"Never mind for us, but we are
only custodians of this earth. But
more so that we can say to the
children, the Filipinos that follow
us, that we have taken good care
of that, which they will inherit,"
Marcos added.

"Trees and plants in general are
vital to human existence. I thus
wish that as we appreciate the
impact of this endeavor, we also
see it for the symbolic gesture
that it is. It is a reminder for us to
see past our personal interest and
have the future in sight," he said.

Tuesday's kick-off ceremony of
the "Buhayin ang Pangangalaga ng
KaJikasan' is a government pro-
gram that aims to plant 8,000 seed-
lings and bamboo planting stocks
in Calabarzon (Cavite, Laguna,
Batangas, Rizal and Quezon).

The tree-planting sites are San Ma-
teo in RizaI;Majayjay;Laguna; Trece
Marrires Oty. Cavite; Mataas na Ka-
hoy, Batangas. and Dolores, Quezon.

• President Ferdinand 'Bong bong' Marcos Jr. plants a bamboo in Barangay Pitong Bo<aue, San Mateo, Rizal.
PHOTO BY JOHN RYAN BALDEMOR
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Leaving a legacy To celebrate his 65tt1birthday. President
Ferdinand RonuaIdez MaItos Jr. chose to lead the National
5mJIIaI1eoos Bartiloo ard TrEe Plan1ingkidt-df cernmony
at the Old San Mateo Sanitary Landfill on Tuesday. 13
September 2022.J
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BBM pl'fnts bamboo on b-day ,
'The challenges we hurdled in recent years highlighted the fact that we have one \
Earth. Wemust spare no effort to ensure that it survives in the years to come,'
Marcos said

FffIm,.".1

Marcos on Tuesday morning led the kick-off
ceremony for the tree planting project, dubbed
"1JuJu¥JJinang Panga:ngo1aga ng Kalikasan," at the
former sanitary landfill at Pintong Bukawe village in
San Mateo, Rizal.

In his speech, Marcos said the tree planting
activity was held to make his birthday celebration
more meaningful.

"The challenges we hurdled in recent years
highlighted the fact that we have one Earth. Wemust
spare no effort to ensure that it survives in the years
to come," Marcos said.

"Wehave to do this as a concrete step that we
take so that nature is cared forbecause it desperately
needs that care and it desperately needs that
attention. As such, I gladlywelcome each of you as
we kick start this simple yet impactful undertaking,
a nationwide simultaneous tree planting activity,"
he added.

The tree planting program aims to plant over8,000
seedlings and bamboo planting stocks in some parts
of Region 4A CAI.ABARZON.

After delivering his speech, Marcos planted a
bamboo plant stock called" Kawayang Tinik"

"Trees and plants, in general, are vital to human
existence. Theytake in the air we breathe out so they
might givethe air that we breathe in. I thus wish that
as we appreciate the impact of this endeavor,we also
see it fur the symbolicgesture that it is,"Marcos said.

"It is a reminder for us to see past our personal
interests and have the future in sight. It is a reminder
fur us to move behind the obstacles that we face and
act always with love and compassion for our fellow
Filipinos," he added.

The Department of Environment and Natural
Resources, the Department of the Interior and Local
Government, and the Department of Agriculture
organized the ceremonial event.

Enhanced national greening program
For Marcos, the activity would be helpful in the

implementation of the DENR's Enhanced National
Greening Program, the country's most ambitious
refurestation project.

"With the goal of reducing poverty, ensuring

food security. environmental stability, conse .
biodiversity and mitigating climate change, and
adapting to climate change, more than two million
hectares of reforestation sites were established from
2011 to 2021, and additional 46,265 hectares are
expected to be developed in 2022,"he said.

"The DENR targets 11,631hectares of enhanced
national greening program sites in 2023.And so, the
seedlings that we will plant to do will be signifi
in realizing this goal," he added.

Sara. greets BBM
Vice President Sara Z. Duterte wished the Chief

Executive good health and happiness.
"I told PBBM, we need a selfie because the

socmed team needs an obligatory birthday selfie,
hence the smileys,"Duterte said.

"Thank you, PBBM, and your 250th PAWfor
ensuring that wherever I may be fuund in the country
during the day,I am home in time to tuck my children
to bed. Thank youfurputting a premium on the desire
of a working mother to be present in her children's
lives,"Duterte said. "I wish God's favor upon you as
you celebrate your birthday and pray that you are
given the strength and wisdom fur the difficult road
ahead."

371 PDLs released
Three hundred seventy-one persons deprived

of liberty from the New Bilibid Prisons and other
penal farms were released Tuesday as part of the
government's effurt to decongest the country's prison
facilities. .

Justice Secretary Jesus CrispinRemulla personally
led the ceremonies held at the NBP in Muntinlupa
Cityto welcome the PDIB reentry into society.

"It's an act of grace. The origin is the sovereign
because before the kings would do it on his birthday.
Now,he (Marcos) is the head ofstate. The act ofgrace
is something that the country likes to see from a very
powerful man to one who is most desirous of liberty.
It's a very good gesture to society,"Remulla said.

The justice chief said around 360 more PDIB
are in line for executive clemency through
commutation of sentence, conditional pardon, or
absolute pardon by Marcos. wrm ALVIN MURCIA,
PAUlA ANfOLIN AND NEIL ALCOBER
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President Marcos leads the simultaneous bamboo and tree-planting kick off ceremony in San Mateo, Rizal yesterday 
morning to mark his 65th birthday. KJ RosAc;, 
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\~arcos ,;,arks .65th birthday 
with tree-planting, gift-giving 

\ 

By HELEN FLORES 

President Marcos marked his 
65th birthday yeste rday w ith a tree­
planting activity at an old san itary 
landfill in Ri za l and a gi ft -giving 
event at an orphanage in San Juan 
City. 

In his message at the nationwide 
~imu llaneous tree-plan ting activity 
at the Old San Mateo Sanitary Land­
filll, Marcos urged Filipinos to take 

' concrete measures to protect the 
environment amid the devastating 
effects of climate change worldwide. 

l he President said he opted to 
spearhead the governmeht's green­
ing program on his first birthday as 
Chief Executive to raise awareness 
about environmental protection, 
which he said "desperately needs" 
care and attent ion. 

"We have lo do this as a concrete 
step that we take so that nature is 
cared for because it despe rate ly 
needs that care and it desperately 
need s that attention," Marcos said. 

"The challenges we hurdled in 

/
I recent years highlighted the fact that 

1 
we have one Earth. We must spa.re 
no effort to ensure that it survives in 
the years to come," he said. 

The Chief Executive planted an 
Ind onesian bamboo or knwnymrg 
tinik, which environment officials 
sa id has the poten ti al to abso rb 
heavy metals. 

Marcos, accompanjed by Interior .. 
Secretary Benhur Abalos and En­
vironment Secretary Ma. An tonia 
Yulo-Loy zaga al the event, d e­
scribed the nationwide simultane­
ous tree planting as a "simple" yet 
"impactful undertaking." 

Marcos sa id the Department 
or Env ironment and Natural Re­
sources (DENR) under its National 
Greening Program, es tabli s hed 
more than two million hectares of 
reforesta tion sites from 20 11 to 2021. 

The DENR is targeting to develop 
additional 46,265 hectares this year . 
and 11 ,63 1 hectares more reforesta­
tion sites in 2023, he said. 

"The seed lings that we will plant 
today wi ll be significant in realizing 
thic. goal. This program will gener­
ate jobs, will generate opportunities 
and will generate livelihood for our 
countrymen," he said. 

Symbolism 
Marcos also said he sees some 

symbolism in the tree-p lanting 
acti vity as an old sanitary landfill 
becomes a reforesta tion area ben­
eHcial to the environment and the 

1 local community. 

a message or gra ti tucl t·. 
Dute rle posted on her c;oc i;i l me­

dia accou nts a photo with Marroc;;, as 
well as with a prc~idential chopper 
lhat she said the President allowed 
her to use to ensu re that she is home 
in time to tuck her children in bed. 

"Thank you fo r pu tting a pre- , 
mium on the desire of a w0rking 
mother to be present in her chil ­
d ren's lives," she told Marcos. 

" I wish God's favor upon you 
as you celebrate your birthday and 

~~J !i:~~~~ ~~~ ,~:c~Nf~~\;c~ig~~ 
ahead," she added . 

Duterte, who is also ed uc.i tion 
secre tary, a tte nd ed the abinel 
meeting m Malacafiang on Monday. 

"Thank you , PBB (Preside nt 
Bongbong), and your 250t h PAW 
for ensuring that wherever l may 
be fou nd in the country during the 
day, I am home in time to tuck my 
chi ldren to bed," Dutcrte said, n,fer­
ring to the Presidential Airlirt Wing 
or llie Philippine Air Force. 

The 250th PAW "Bluebirds" is 
a PAF unit mandatt!d to provide 
air transport fo r the Presidenl, the 
immediate members of the Chie r 
Executive's family, visiting heads 
of slate and other loca l and foreign 
VIPs. 

"Warmest greetings on the occa­
sion of your 65th bi rthday! Upon 
your shoulders lay lhe hopes and 
dreams of 112 million Filipinos/' 
Romualdez, for his part, said. 

"We, the members of lhe House 
of Representatives of the 19th Con­
gress, are behind you all the way as 
we work together to uplift the lives 
of our count rymen. Proceed in lhis 
noble endeavor with our rervent 

1 prayers and wholehearted ~upport 
for your continued success,,. he said. 
Romualdez is a maternal cousin or I 
the President. 

House Deputy Speaker Ralph 
Recto of Batangas and Reps. Fidel 
Nograles of Rizal, Mikee Romero or 

~~a~-;i;~ra::l~-~~~ s;1;::1r~ ~~~!~ I 
Jr. or Negros Orienta l also wished 
Marcos well . 

"Whal I would wish the Presi ­
dent on his birthday are what every 
Filipino like him would want in 
life - health, hope and happiness. 
At an age when people retire, he is 
just getting started in the toughest 
job he has saved for last," Recto said. 

'1n.e presidency is hard labor that 
requires great. health, sharp mind 
and a kind heart. May he have all 
of these so the greatness he dreams 
for the country, which is what the 
people want for themselves, wou ld 
come true," Recto added . 

Nograles, chairman of the House 
committee on labor and employ­
ment, vowed to he lp Marcos with 
hi s advocacy in imptoving the 

:n°J~~~r~~~~!~n:u~~e~~te:t~a!~ 

"In a way the symbolism is ex­
tended, because what we are doing 
now is-with what happened in the 
pandemic, with the many problems 
that the Philippine economy is fac­
ing, it is as if it has now gone to sleep 
and can no longer be used," he said 
in mixed Filipino and English. 

"Now, this is what we will do in 
the economy as well, we will revive 
different things tha t are dormant 
and unused . It's like growing the 
trees we're going to plant today," 
Marcos said . 

private and public sector. 

1 As part of his birthday celebra-
tion, the President also hosted a 
lunch yesterday for some officials al 
the Rizal Hall in Malacaftang. 

"We in the legislative will look at 
how we can intervene to es tablish a 
better working environment for our 
nurses. We have to fi nd out what 
we can do to avoid the impasse 
and avoid crippling our health care 
system because our nurses do not 
wish to work here," he said . 

"We will give him a ll thesupporl 
that his administration needs by 
way or legislative agenda that he 
set out for his six-year term. We' re 
also looking forward to reducing 
poverty level by 2028," Romero, 
chairman or the House committee 
on poverty alleviation, said. 

h, a video posted by Social Welfare 
Secretary Eiwin Tulfo on Facebook. 
the guests, including Vice President 
Sara Dute rte, Speaker Martin Ro­
mualdez and former president and 
Pampanga Rep. Gloria Macapagal­
Amlyo, were seen singing the birth­
day song for Marcos. 

Marcos was also seen making a 
~ingt.e clap to extinguish the candles 
on his cake. 

Marcos also led a gift-giving activ­
ity at the White Cross Orphanage in 
San Juan City in lhe afternoon. The 
birthday luncheon and the gift-giving 
events were not opened lo the media. 

Grateful Sara 
ln her birthday greetings to Presi­

dent Marcos, Duterte also included 

Meanw hile, va ri ous militant 
groups protesting outside the De­
partment of Agriculture (DA) office 
in Quezon City yes terday scored 
what they called thca lavish celebra­
tion or Marcos' birthday. 

"Marcos had the gall to party on 
his birthday while FilipinCls suffer 
from hunger and poverty," the Kilu­
sang Mayo Uno said in a s tatement 
in Filipino. - With Ja nvic Mateo, 
Edith Rega lado, Delon Porca ll a, 
Mayen Jaymalin 
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Marcos leads 
tree-planting program 

BY JOCELYN MONTEMAYOR 

PRESIDENT Marcos Jr. kicked 
off his birthday activities yes­
terday at a tree-planting event in 
San Mateo, Rizal, during which 
he emphasized the importance of 
protecting the environment. 

Resources (DENR), Department 
of the Interior and Local Govern­
ment (DILG) and the Department 
of Agriculture. 

"Sabi ko, siguro ang pinaka­
maganda, para iyung kaarawan 
ko ay maging mas makabuluhan 
at talagang may dahilan .na tayo 
mag-celebrate, sabi ko gawa tayo 
ng greening, tree planting at 'yan 
naman talaga ay ang pinakaimpor­
tanteng isyu hindi lamang sa Pili-

Leading the 

The President, together with 
Interior Secretary Benjamin "Ben­
hur" Abalos Jr. led the simul­
taneous tree-planting program 
organized by the the Department 
of Environment and Natural 

.................................................... 

way. To mark his 
65th birthday, 
President Marcos 
Jr. leads a tree­
planting activity 
at an old sanitary 
landfill in San 
Mateo, Rizal. 

MARCOS 
pinas kung hindi sa buong mundo 
ngayon (I said, probably the best 
way to celebrate and make my 
birthday meaningful is greening, 
tree planting and that's the most 
important issue not only in the 
Philippines but around the world)," 
Marcos said. 

Marcos said what makes the 
event more symbolic is that the 
tree-planting activity is being done 
at the former San Mateo landfill 
which has been converted into a 
reforestation area that now ben­
efits the environment and the local 
community. 

The President also said that by 
engaging in the activity, he not only 
gets to contribute to the protec­
tion of the environment, but also 

See NO FUNDS► Page B2 

contributes to the growth of the 
economy. 

"During my address in the State 
of the Nation I made it clear: 
'Preserving the environment is 
nothing less than preserving life.' 
And therefore, it can only be one 
of our important priorities if we 
wish to make sure that our plans 
for the country's economy will 
succeed," he said. 

He also emphasized the need 
to care for the environment as 
the world will be inherited by the 
children. 

The P resident said the tree­
planting activity will help raise 
awareness on environmental wel­
fare and protection, and contribute 
immensely to the DENR's "most 
ambitious reforestation program" 
- the National Greening Program. 

Marcos said the DENR targets 
11,631 hectares of enhanced 
national greening program sites 
in 2023. 

''And so, the seedlings that we 
will plant today will be significant 
in realizing this goal. This program 
will generate jobs, will generate 
opportunities, and will generate 
livelihood for our countrymen," 
he said. 

"More than the economic ben­
efit of this activity, we are essen­
tially and primarily investing in 
ensuring that our planet remains a 
safe space," he added. 

The simultaneous bamboo and 
tree planting program seeks to 
plant 8,000 seedling and bamboo 
planting stocks around Calabarzon 
(Region IV-A). 

The other planting sites are 
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Majayjay in Laguna, Trece Martirez 
City in Cavite, Mataas na Kahoy in 
Batangas, and Dolores in Quezon. 

CASE REVIEW 

In a taped interview with TV 
host Toni Gonzaga, which was 
aired yesterday, Marcos said he 
wants the estimated P203-billion 
estate tax liabilities of his family 
reviewed as he reiterated they want 
the matter to be resolved soon. 

"We are actually encouraging 
that this finally be resolved ... now 
we are all here, open the case and 
let us argue it," the President said in 
an inte1:v:iew with actress-television 
host 1'oni Gonzaga that was aired 
in the All TV Channel. 

The President said the case was 
filed against his family while they 

were in exile in Hawaii in the 1980s 
and his family had not been able 
to answer the charges filed in the 
Philippines. 

Asked what he would say if they 
are allowed by the court, he said 
his family wants to make it clear 
what properties are actually theirs 
as many of the properties that are 
included in their "estate" and taxed 
do not belong to them. 

Marcos said the government had 
combined several properties and 
asked them to pay its equivalent 
taxes even if many of them were 
not theirs. 

He said he has repeatedly signed 
quit claims allowing the govern­
ment to seize properties that sup­
posedly belong to them since they 
do not own it. 

"Kung gusto ninyo, kunin ninyo 

")...--- ,rs-14-22 
PAGE 

hindi arnin iyan e (if you want it, 
get it, we don't own it)," he said., 

The Bureau of Internal Revenue 
(BIR) has said it would collect tHe 
taxes of the Marcos estate once 
they get the right amount. 

The Presidential Commissiqn 
on Good Government (PCGG) in 
1991, quoting BIR, said the Marrn­
ses owed P23.29 billion in deficien­
cy estate tax assessment against the 
Estate of Ferdinand Marcos; aboyt 
Pl 84 million in deficiency incorrie 
tax assessments against Ferdinand 
Marcos and Imelda Marcos from 
1985 to 1986; and P20 million in 
deficiency income tax assessment 
against Ferdinand Marcos Jr. for 
the aggregate years of 1982 to 1985; 

During the campaign trail, the 
BIR said that it demanded the 
Marcos family to pay its estate tax. 

DATE 
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PBBM expands NGP land 
coverage to 461( hectares 

BY SAMUEL P. MEDENILLA 

W @sam_medenilla 

PRESIDENT Ferdinand "Bongbong" R. 
'Marcos Jr. on Tuesday announced that 
the nationwide greening program of 

the DepartmentofEnvironmentandNatural 
Resources (DENR) would cover an additional 
46,000 hectares ofland this year. 

He made the announcement during the 
kick-off ceremony of the nationwide simul­
taneous bamboo and tree planting initiative 
of D ENR and Department of the Interior and 
Local Government (DILG), which he led on 
Tuesday at the Old San Mateo Landfill in Rizal. 

"This initiative will contribute to 
the DENR's National Greening Program 
[NGP] , the country's most ambitious re­
fo res tation program yet," Marcos said in 
his speech in the event. 

He decided to intentionally hold the event 

during his birthday to raise public awareness 
on the importance of the said campaign. 

"I told them it will make my birthday 
more meaningful...:;ince it is an important 
issue not only in the Philippines but for the 
entire world," Marcos said. 

The NGP ofDENRhas already covered over 
2 million hectares ofland from 2011 to 2021. 

Another 11,631 hectares ofland will also 
u!ldergo reforestation next year. 

Marcos said the greening project is part 
of the priority agenda of his administration 
due to its economic benefits and to help ad­
dress climate change. 

"This program will generate jobs, will 
generate opportunities, and will generate 
livelihood for our countrymen," Marcos said. 
· "More than the economic benefit of this 
activity, we are essei:itially and primarily in­
vesting in ensuring that our planet remains 
a safe space," he added. 

I 
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Marcos plants 
tree on natal da}' 

TREE planting in San Mateo, 
Rizal was among the activi­
ties of President Ferdinand 
"Bongbong'' Marcos Jr. on his 
65th birthday. 

Marcos led the kick-off 
ceremony for the tree planting 
project in Region 4-A (Calabar­
zon) yesterday dubbed as "Bu­
hayinangPangangalaga ngKa­
likasan" at the former sanitary 
landfill at Pintong Bukawe vil­
lage in San Mateo, Rizal. 

~importaoce 
of protecting the environment, 
Marcos said the tree planting ac­
tivity was held to make his birth­
daycelebrationmoremeaningful. 

'1hechallengeswehurdledin 
recent years highlighted the fact 
thatwehaveoneEarth. Wemust 
spare no effort to ensure that it 
survives in the years to come," 
Marcossaidinhiskeynolespeail. 

'We have to do this as a 
concrete step that we take so 
that nature is cared for because 
it desperately needs that care 
and it desperately needs that 
attention. As such, I gladly 
welcome each of you as we kick 
start this simple yet impactful 
undertaking, a nationwide si­
multaneous tree planting ac­
tivity," he ad&!d. 

The tree plantinK program 
aims to plant over 8,(XXJ seed­
lingsandbamboo lantingstocks 
insome~. After . . . Mar-
ro; planted a bamboo plant stock. 

"Trees and plantain general 
are vital to human existence. 
They take in the air we breathe 
out so they might give air that 
we breathe in. I thus wish that 

as we appreciate the impact of 
this endeavQ1', we also see it for 
the symbolic gesture tllf't it is. 
It isa reminderforustoseepast 
our personal interests and}lave 
the future in sight. It is a re­
minder for us to move behind 
the obstacles that we face and 
always act with love and com­
passion for our fellow Filipi­
nos," Marcos said. 

Mann;alsothankedthe[Rpart­
ment of Fnvircnment: an:t Natural 
Resoun:Es(DENR),the~t 
citheinteicnrd~ 
an:! the ~riAgmdture 
fo. Olgattiza~ewnt. 

He likewise expressed gra t­
i tu de to civil society and non­
govemmentorganizations that 
participated in the simulta­
neous tree planting activity. 

"This initiative will greatly 
help in raising awareness on 
environmental welfare and pro­
tection," he said. "Your pres­
encein the selected areas across 
the country shows your com­
mitment to prioritize mother 
earth and encourage everyone 
to unite for her benefit." 

Apart from the old sanitary 
landfill in San Mateo, other tree 
planting sites include Taytay 
village in Majayjay, Laguna; 
Trece ~ City in Cavite; 
Kinalaglagan Mataas na Ka­
hoy in Batangas;andSta. Lucia 
village in Dolores, Quezon. 

Marcos said the activity · 
would be helpful in the imple­
mentation of the DENR's 'En­
hanced National Greening Pro­
gram (ENGP), the country's 
most ambitious reforestation 
project.PNA 
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IPINAGDIWANG nl Pangu.: 
long Ferdinand Marcos Jr. 
ang kanyang nc.65 kaara­
wan sa pamamagltan 11CJ 
pagtatahim ng "kawayang 
tinik" sa Rizal, kahapon. 

Nakiisa kasi si Pangu­
long Marcos sa national simul­
taneous bamboo at tree plant­
ing activity sa San Mateo, Ri­
zal na pinangunahan naman 
ng Department of Environment 
and Natural Resources at De­
partment of the Interior and Lo­
cal Government. 

"Sabi ko, siguro ang pi­
nakamaganada, para 'yung 
kaarawan ko ay maging mas 
makabuluhan at talagang may 
dahilan na tayo magcelebrate, 
sabi ko gawa tayo ng green­
ing, tree planting at 'yan na­
man talaga ay ang pinakaim­
portanteng isyu hindi lamang 
sa Pilipinas kung hindi sa bu­
ong mundo ngayon," ang na­
ging mensahe ni Pangulong 
Marcos. 

lnalala pa ni Pangulong 
Marcos na sa kanyang unang 
State of the Nation Address, 
binigyang-diin niya ang 'pre­
serving the environment was 
nothing less than preserving 
life.· "Therefore it can only be 

• t I , 

one of our i~rtant priorities if 
we wish to make sure that 
our plans for country's econo­
my will succeed,' aniya pa 
rin. 

"ltong ating ginagawa 
itong araw na ito ay isa sa 
mga hakbang na maaari na­
ting gawin upang tulungan at 
patibayain ang ating kalikasan, 
alagaan ang ating kalikasan, 
para ay tayo naman ay may­
roon tayong imamana sa mga 
anak natin sa susunod sa atin 
na mga Pilipino," dagdag na 
pahayag nito. 

Aniya, ang inisytaiba ay 
makatutulong ng malaki sa 
pagpapamulat sa 'environ­
mental welfare and protection.• 

Tinatayang nasa 46, 265 
ektaryang lupain ang targetni 
Pangulong Fer na ma-deve­
lop for reforestration ngayong 
taongito. 

Ito ang inihayag ni Pa­
ngulong.ferdinand Marcos Jr. 

sa isinagawang tree plan­
ting sa San Mateo, Fizal na 
kung saan ay nabigyang diin 
ang kahalagahan ng pagtatanim 
sa pagsasalba sa inang kali­
kasan. 

Sinabi ng Pangulo, bukod 
sa nasabing lawak ng lupaing 
maging bahagi ng reforestra­
tion efforts ng pamahalaan nga­
yong 2022, target din partikular 
ng DENA na maging enhanced 
national greening program sites 
ang may 11 , 631 na ektarya 
sa 2023. 

Aniya, higit kaysa sa mga 
oportunidad na maaaring mai­
bigay ng ganitong mga hak­
bang para sa kalikasan, ay 
mas mahalagang makita ang 
ginagawang parlUIUUlan pa­
ra sa ating kapaligiran. 

Sa pamamagilananiya ng 
mga aksiyon na may kinala­
man sa pangangalaga sa kali­
kasan gaya ng reforestration o 
pagtatanim ng puno ay matiti-
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yak na may maiiwang ligtas 
na daigdig sa rnga susunod 
pang henerasyon na maa­
ring tawaging pamana para 
sa rnga kabataan. 

KRIS JOSE 
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Marcos, nagtanim -!'-K puno 
sa kanyang ika-65 luz4fawdn 

Pinangunahan ni Pangulong Ferdinand Marcos Jr. 
ang kick-off ceremony para sa tree planting project sa 
Region 4-A (Calabarzon) na tinaguriang "Buhayin ang 
Pangangalaga ng Kalikasan" na itinaol} sa kanyang 
ika-65 kaarawan sa dating sanitary landfill sa Pjntong 
Bukawe Village sa San Mateo, Rizal. 

Sa kanyang talumpati sinabi ni Marcos na idinaos 
ang tree planting activity para maging mas makabulu­
han ang pagdiriwang ng kanyang kaarawan. 

"Kaya naman ay pinili namin sabi ko !liguro ang 
pinakamaganda ay para 'yung kaarawan ko ay maging 
mas makabuluhan at talagang may dahilan na tayo ay 
mag~lebrate ay sabi ko gawa tayo ng greening tree 
planting at 'yan naman talaga ay ang pinakaimportan­
teng isyu hindi lamang sa Pilipinas kung hindi sa buong 
mundo ngayon," ani Marcos. 

lisa tang aniya ang mundo at dapat matiyak na 
patuloy itong mabubuhay sa mga darating na panahon. 

ldinagdag ng Pangulo na dapat gumawa ng mga 
konkretong hakbang para sa kalikasan. 

"Kailangan nating gawih ito bilang isang konkretong 
hakbang na ating gagawin upang ang kalikasan ay 
mapangalagaan dahil ito ay lubhang nangangailangan 
ng pangangalagang iyon at ito ay lubhang nangangaila­
ngan ng atensyon. , isang nationwide simultaneous tree 
planting activity,• dagdag niya. 

Layunin ng tree planting program na makapagtanim 
ng mahigit 8,000 seedlings at bamboo planting stocks 
sa ilang bahagi ng Calabarzon. 

Matapos magbigay ng kanyang talumpati, nagtanim 
si Marcos ng stock ng kawayan. • 

Pinasalamatan din ni Marcos ang Department of 
Environment and Natural Resources (DENA), ang 
Department of the Interior and Local Government at ang 
Department of Agriculture sa pa~rganisa ng event. 

Nagpahayag din siya ng pasasalamat sa civil so­
ciety at non-government organizations na lumahok sa · 
sabay-sabay na tree planting activity. 

Bukod sa lumang sanitary landfill sa San Matto, 
kabilang sa iba pang tree planting sites ang Taytay 
village sa Majayjay, Laguna; Trece Martires City sa 
Cavite; Kinalaglagan Mataas na Kahoy sa Batangas; 
at Sta. Lucia village sa Dolores, Quezon. (Malou 
Escudero) 
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Ipinagdiwang kahapon 

ni Pangulong Ferdinand 
'Bongbong' Marcos Jr. ang 
kanyang ika-65 kaarawan 
sa parnarnagitan ng pagta­
tanim ng kawayan sa San 
Mateo, Rizal . 

Ito ay bahagi ng na­
tionwide bamboo at tree 
planting activity na pina­
munuan ng Department of 
Environment and Natural 
Resources (DENR) at De­
partment of the Interior 
and Local Government 
(DILG). 

"Sabi ko, siguro ang 
pi nakamaganda , para 
'yung kaarawan ko ay 

maging mas makabuluhan 
at talagang may dahilan na 
tayo magcelebrate, sabi 
ko gawa tayo ng green­
ing, tree planting at ' yan 
naman talaga ay ang 
pinakaimportanteng isyu 
hindi lamang sa Pilipi­
nas kung hindi sa buong 
mundo ngayon ," wika ni 
Marcos . 

Ang uri ng kawayan 
na itinanim ni Marcos ay 
siit o mararning tinik na 
karaniwang mabibili ng 
mura kumpara sa botong 
o patong. 

Iisa tang aniya ang 
mundo at dapat matiyak na 

patuloy itong mabubuhay sa 
mga darating na panahon. 

Layunin ng tree planting 
program na makapagtanim 
ng mahigit 8,000 seedlings 
at bamboo planting stocks 
sa ilang bahagi ng Cala­
barzon. 

Bukodsalumangsani­
tary landfill sa San Mateo, 
kabilang sa iba pang tree 
planting sites ang Tay­
tay village sa Majayjay, 
Laguna; Trece Martires 
City sa Cavite; Kinalagla­
gan Mataas na Kahoy sa 
Batangas; at Sta. Lucia vil­
lage sa Dolores , Quezon . 
-Malou Escudero-
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Plnangunahan nl Pangulong M~rcos ang s;_­
bayang pagtatanlm ng mga kawayan at puno 
S[! mismong lka-65 kaarawan niya kahapon na 
gmawa sa San Mateo, Rizal. -KJ Rosales-
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Pinangunahan ni Pangulong Ferdinand Marcos Jr. an, tne pll,,,ling na isinagawa sa 
San Mauo, Rizal kahapon ng umaga luuabay sa pagdiriwang niya "I kanyang ika-65 
kaarawan. (Kuha niKJ Rosales) 
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Pl milyong halaga ng narra nakumpiska 
BAYOMBONG, Nue­

va Vizcaya - Halos nasa 
isang milyong halaga ng 
kontrabandong mga first 

. class na narra ang nasa­
bat ng mga awtoridad sa 
pagitan ng Pangasinan at 
lalawigang ito kamaka­
lawa ng hapon. 

Ayon sa ulat ng Nueva 
Vizcaya Police Provincial 
Office (NVPPO) , nasa 
983.39 board feet ng na­
lagaring mga narra na 
tinatayang nasa P491,695 
ang halaga ang nakumpis­
ka sa Barangay Caloocan, 
San Nicolas, Pangasinan 
sakay sa isang Toyota Hi 
Ace Commuter Van (NF 
11648) dakong ala-1 :00 

ng hapon. 
Nadakip ang driver ng 

van na nakilalang si An­
gerick Epic, 27, residente 
ng Kabugao, Apayao. 

Agad namang tu­
makas ang driver ng isa 
pang puling van (BAA 
1694) na naglalaman 
din ng 806 board feet na 
Narra, na nagkakahalaga 
sa P403 ,000 , matapos 
abandonahin ang sasaky­
an sa bahagi ng Baran­
gay Villaflores, Santa Fe, 
Nueva Vizcaya. 

Ayon sa report, unang 
nakatanggap ng impor­
masyon ang Sta. Fe Po­
lice mula Cagayan Val­
ley Product Monitoring 

(CAVAPROM) kaugnay sa 
tip na ipinaabot sa kanila 
tungkol sa transportasyon 
ng mga iligal na kahoy mula 
sa lalawigan ng Kalinga. 

Agad namang nag­
latag ng operasyon ang 
pinagsanib na puwersa ng 
Nueva Vizcaya at Panga­
sinan Police na nagresulta 
sa pagkakabawi ng mga 
iligal na kahoy na may 
kabuuang 1,789.39 board 
feet at tinatayang nasa 
P894,695 ang halaga. 

Ang nadakip na sus­
pek ay mahaharap sa 
kasong paglabag 911 P.Q. 
705 o ang Revised For­
e511¥ Code of the PhiRp­
~ : (Victor Martin) 
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Dolomite Beach, 

sadsaran ng basura 
A NG Dolomite Beach ay kasama sa Manila Bay 

Kbeautlflcatlon project ng nakaraang Duterte admi­
nistration. Ang project ay ~rnastusan ng P389 milyon. 
Ang putlng buhangln na ltinmnbak sa beach ay gallng 
pa sa Cebu. Mlnlna ang mga putlng bato at saka gini­
llng at dlnala ng barge sa Manila Bay. Bawal ang pag­
mimina ng bato sapagkat naslsira ang kapallglran 
pero walang nakapigll at hlnakot ang putlng buha­
ngln para pagandahln umano ang Manila Bay. 

Noong nakaraang taon blnuksan sa publlko ang 
Dolomite Beach sa kablla na may pandemya. Mara­
ming nag-picture-picture. Dlnagsa at pinagkaguluhan 
ng mga tao na nasablk makaraang makufong sa 
lockdown. Hanggang sa isara mull dahll maramlng 
lumalabag sa health protocols. Ang iba ay walang 
face mask at dik_lt-dlklt ang mga tao na para bang 
walang nanalasang virus. · 

Ngayon ay isinara na muli ang Dolomite Beach 
hindl dah il sa pagkakalipunpunan ito ng mga tao 
kundi dahil sa tambak ng mga inanod na basura. 
Hindi puwedeng pasyalan dahil sa rami ng basura. 
Nang manalasa ang Ba~yong Fiorita at Henry, tone­
ladang basurang plastic ant;1 inanod sa dalampa­
sigan. Ang maputing buhangm ng Dolomite Beach 
ay halos nangitim na dahll sa mga basura. 

Mga basura na gaya ng single-use plastic, sachet 
ng shampoo, 3-in-1 coffee, cup ng noodles, plastic 
bottle ng softdrinks at iba pa. Ang mga basura ay ini­
luwa ng mga Hog, sapa at estero sa Manila Bay. Glna­
wang basurahan ang karagatan ng mga walang dislp­
linang ·mamamayan. 

Plnagtutulungang llnisin ng ffl9-l! tauhan ng Metro 
Manila Development Authority (MMDA) at Depart­
ment of Environment and Natlnl Resources (DENR) 
ang baybayln ng Dolomite Beach. Tumutulong din 
sa pagftllnrs ang mga empleyado ng Manila Depart­
ment of Public Service at-volunteers. 

Nakadldlsmaya lang na pagkaraang gastusan 
ng mllyon ang Dolomite Beach, maglglng sadsaran 
lang pala ng basurang plastic. Hindi rin mapaklna­
bangan dahll kallangang llnlsln para gawlng pas­
yalan. Magkaroon sana ng kampanya ang DENR at 
MMDA na maghlgplt sa pagtatapon ng baSUl'f para 
hlndi maglng bagsakan ang glnastusang beach. 

Para hlndl masayang ang glnastos sa beach, baka 
puwedeng tanlman ng mga bakawan (mangrove) 
ang baybayln para harangln ang mga basura. Pag­
aralan lto ng DENR at MMDA. 
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MAY MAGAGAWA PA TAYO LABAN SA 
CLIMATE CHANGE 

PALAGI nating naririnig ang climate change pero 
maliwanag ba sa atin kung ano tala&a ang climate change 
at kiln$ may magagawa pa ba tayo bilang isang indibidwal 
para hindi lumala at tuluyang humantong sa pagkawasak 
ang ating daigdig. 

Hindi naman lingid sa kaalaman ng marami na ang 
climate change ay ang pagbabago ng klima o panahon 
dahil sa pagtaas ng mga greenhouse gases na nagpapainit 
sa daigdig at isang karanasan na hindi nakasanayan ng 

• mgatao. 
Ang papainit na papainit na sitwasyon ay hindi dapat 

ipagwalang bahala dahil sa nagdudulot 1to ng sakuna tulad 
ng heatwave, baha at tagtuyot na maaaring humantong sa 
pagkakasakit o pagkamatay ng mga tao. 

Kung hindi natin magagawan ng paraan o mapipigilan 
ang pagtaas ng temperatura ng mundo ay darami ang mga 
sakit, tulad ng dengue, diarrhea, malnutrisyon at marami 
pang iba't ibang karamdaman. 

Ayon sa pag-aaral ng mga eksperto, may dalawang 
sanhi ng climate change at ang una ay ang natural na 
pagbabago ng k:lima sa buong mundo nitong nagdaang 
mahabang panahon. 

Sama-sama itong epekto ng enerhiya mula sa araw, 
sa pag-ikot ng mundo at sa init na nagmumula sa ilalim ng 
lupa na nagpapataas ng temperatura o init sa hangin na 
bumabalot sa buong mundo. 

Ang ikalawa ay ang mga gawain ng tao na nagbubllllga 
ng pagdami o pagtaas ng carbon dioxide at iba pang green­
house gases (GHGs) dahil ang GHGs ang nagiging sanhi 
kaya nakukulong ang init sa buong daigdig. 

Kabilang din ang pagbuga ng carbon dioxide ng mga 
sasakyang gumaganut ng gasohna, pagkabulok ng mga 
bagay na organic na nagbubunga ng methane (isa pang uri 
ng GHGs) at ang pazyutol ng mga .l)UOO na siya sanang 
mag-aalis ng carbon dioxide sa hangm na dagdag dahilan 
din climate change. 

Ang mga nararamdaman ng epekto ng climate change 
ay ang matinding init, tagtuyot at hindi inaasahang bagyo 
na nagdudulot ng pagkakasakit na dala ng tubig o pa~m, 
tulad ng cholera, allergy dahil sa polusyon at malnutnsyon. 

Palagi nating tinatalakay ang climate change at kahit 
sa mga pangako ng mga kandidato sa kani-kanilang 
kampanY.a ay palagi itong kasama na pag-iibayuhin umano, 
ngllllit tila ha&ang umuusad ang panahon ay sumusulong 

din ang kinakaharap nating problema. -
Kaya sa plllltong ito ng ating buhay ay kailangang 

maintindihan natin na mahalaga ang partisipasyon ng mga 
tao upang mabawasan ang GHGs sa kapaligiran upang 
masolusyunan ang paglala ng climate change at dapat alam 
ng bawat isa kung paano makatutulong. 

Ilan sa mga puwedeng gawin ay ang l'agtatanim ng 
puno o halaman para may magsilbing taga-s1psip ng GHGs 
at malaking tulon& ang paggamit n$ mga energy-efficient 
at environment-friendly na kagam1tan tulad ng paggamit 
ng compact fluorescent light bulbs (CFLs) kumpara sa 
ordinaryong bumbilya 

Sa halip na gumamit ng sariling sasakyan ay malaking 
buti kung maglakad, magbisik:leta, mag-commute o kaya 
ay mag-car pooling dahil hindi lamang makatitipid sa 
gasolina ay makababawas pang polusyon. Malaking tulong 
din na panatilihin nating kondisyon ang ginagamit na 
sasakyan upang hindi malakas sa gasolina at tiyaking may 
sapat na hangin ang mga gulong at iwasan ang biglaang 
pag-arangkada. 

Dapat ding magtipid sa kuryente, patayin ang mga 
ilaw, bunutin ang mga plug ng mga appliances hangga't 
maaari ay iwasan ang paggamit ng arrcon at kung ligtas 
narnan ang kapaligiran ay mas mabuting buksan ang bintana 
para makapasok ang sariwang hangin. 

Hindi na biro ang abnormal o pagbabagu-bago ng ating 
klima dahil ikinukonsidera na itongpangunahing problema 
dahil sa ito na ang sanhi ng sobrang lalakas na bagyo, 
paglarnig at pag-init ng temperature, pagtaas ng tubig dagat, 
pagkatunaw ng yelo at halinhinang pagsabog ng mga 
bulkan. 

Kaya ang simpleng pagtatapon ng basura sa tamang 
tapunan ay malaking tulong sa ating kapaligiran, ang 
pagdampotngkalatmalaki man omaliitathindi pagsusunog 
ng basura ay makalilikha ng malawakang-pagbabago kung 
walang nakakalat na basura, walang hara sa mga kanal at 
walang bahang magaganap. 

Maging ang pagtitipid sa kuryente ay malaking tulong 
upang mabawasan ang init na nailalabas patungo sa 
kalawakan na sanhi pagnipis ng ozone layer at pagkasira 
ngplaneta. 

Epektibo rin ang pagre-recycle, tulad ng mga plastic 
bottles na ilang libong taon bago ma-decompose na 
puwedeng gawing lalagyan ng halaman at iba pang 
puwedeng pakinabangan para makabawas sa pagdami ng 
basura. 

Hi git sa lahat ay ibahagi natin ang ating kaalaman na 
ang pagbabago ng ating kalikasan ay hindi magagawa ng 
isang tao lamang kaya dapat ay sama-sama tayong 
proteksyunan ang kalikasan upang mapakinabangan pa 
ng susunod na lahi ang napakaganda nating daigdig na 
sayang kung mapababayaan Jang. 

Anak Ng Teteng! 
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Duterte ats for dev't 
of PH natural gas 

DAVAO City Rep. Paolo Duterte pushed for 
the development of the Philippines' down­
stream natural gas industry to help meet the 
country's fast-rising energy demand and 
cushion future spikes in fuel prices. 

In filing House Bill 4097, Duterte is 
seeking to put in place a regulatory frame­
work that will aid the transition of the coun­
try's emerging natural gas industry to a fully 
developed sector. 

With production levels in the Malarnpaya 
gas field expected to fall substantially over the 
coming years, Duterte said Congress needs to 
act fast in passing HB 4097 and other similar 
measures in order to anticipate the elevated 
demand for electricity resulting from the 
country's rapid post-pandemic growth. 

Considered as the biggest success story in 
the Philippine energy sector, the Malarnpaya 
deepwater gas-to-power project signaled the 
birth of the natural gas industry in the country. 
The Malampaya gas field has contributed over 
$12 billion in revenues to the government and 
is responsible for delivering about 20 percent 
of the country's electricity requirements. 

However, it. dwindling gas reserves could 
lead to the country importing liqueified nat­
ural gas (LNG) if no alternatives are found, 
Duterte, the bill's author with Rep. Eric Yap 
of Benguet, Edvic Yap and Jeffrey Soriano 
of ACT-CIS party-list group as co-authors of 
the measure. 

The legishllive proposal will enable 
Malampaya gas field project operator, such 
as the Prime Infrastructure, to expand into 
more natural gas projects. 

"Despite the establishment of the Philip­
pine Energy Plan (PEP), threats of potential 
blackouts remain as the drilling activities in 
pursuit of exploring natural gas were halted. 
This is worsened by. the skyrocketing prices 
of imported oil-signaling the urgent neces­
sity to tap alternative sources of energy, par­
ticularly cleaner energy, from indigenous 
sources," Duterte and Yap said in filing HB 
4097.Marlcel V. Cruz 
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What to do 
with idle gov't lands 

P
RESIDENT Ferdinand ''Bongbong" 
Marcos Jr., just like his predecessor 
Rodrigo Duterte, is a believer in the 

policy of distributing idle government­
owned lands (GOLs) to legal and qualified 
beneficiaries to give them livelihood and 
involve more Filipinos in food production. 

This is the rationale behind the issuance 
of Duterte's Exec~tive Order 7 5 series of 
2019 which mandates the Department of 
Agrarian Reform (DAR) to make an inven­
tory of idle public lands, including those 
owned by state colleges and universities 
(SCU s) for the purpose cited above. 

Following this EO, Agrarian Reform 
Secretary Conrado Estrella III is now ac­
celerating the inventory of GOLs, even as 
he clarified that the Department will not 
entertain any m0ratorium on the distribu­
tion of these lands. 

' ... our farmers are generally 
old and getting older, and we 

should incentivize young farmers 
to take up agriculture -- specially 

science-based farming -- if we are to 
achieve food security for the nation.' 
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Estrella reported that the DAR is process­
ing the evaluation of over 56,000 hectares of 
GOLs nationwide. About 26,000 lands have 
yet to be validated and targeted for distribu­
tion for free to qualified beneficiaries of the 
Comprehensive Agrarian Reform Program. 

The agrarian reform secretary, however, 
clarified that they will evaluate and list the 
"coverable SCUs and identify which areas 
are being used for agri-research. Only those 
areas not used for this purpose will be cov­
ered for distribution to qualified beneficia­
ries of the CARP." 

The EO 7 5 directs all government agen­
cies to identify, validate, segregate, transfer 
and distribute GOJ,,s suitable for agricul­
ture, no longer used for the purpose which 
they have been reserved and this will be 
intended for distribution to qualified benefi­
ciaries. Estrella said that more than 200,000 
hectares of government lands are expected 
to be covered under EO 75. "So far, at least 
100,000 government lands are ready for 
distribution," he added. 

The law (Republic Act 6657) says agri­
cultural lands can be distributed to landless 
war veterans, landless surviving spouses 
and orphans of war veterans, and landless 
retirees of the military and the police. This 
list later include rebel returnees and sur­
renderers, and young Filipino graduates of 
agriculture courses who do not have their 
own land to till. 

This last group of recipients is most im­
portant, as our farmers are generally old 
and getting older, and we should incentiv­
ize young farmers to take up agriculture 
-- specially science-based farming -- if we 
are to achieve food security for the nation. 
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Pinoy
archaeologists
unearth
discoveries
from last ice
age in Palawan
hy CHARIE MAE F. ABARCA

Following their re-excavation of the
Pilanduk Cave in Palawan, Filipino ar-
chaeologists, together with indigenous
Pala'wan community, have unearthed new
discoveries estimated to date back at the
Leight of the last ice age.

University of the Philippines Diliman
(UPD) archaeologist Ianine Ochoa, in a
r esearch article called Tropical Island
P.daptations in Southeast Asia during the
Last Glacial Maximum: Evidence from
Pslawan, presented new discoveries stem-
ming back to the last ice age.

Ochoa, together with Arne Garong of
tile National Museum and Pala 'wan com-
rnunity members, re-excavated Pilanduk
Cave in October 2016. Initially, the ini-
tiative was conducted to verify research .
information previously disclosed by
Icnathan Kress and the National Museum
in the 1970s.

Among the latest discoveries, accord-
ing to UPD information office, include
"evidence for specialized deer hunting and
fr2shwater mollusc foraging, Last Glacial
Maximum (LGM) fossils for the tiger and
remains of other native mammal and rep-
tile fauna of Palawan."

Apart from these, Ochoa revealed that
their research likewise uncovered "new
raJiocarbon dates," securely placing the
ag eof human occupation of Pilanduk Cave
at :he last ice age approximately 20,000 to
25.000 years ago.

Newly discovered findings corroborate
the results of earlier excavations that iden-
tified Pleistocene occupation of the site.
The results, according to the team of ar-
chaeologists, added to the evidence for the
"shifting foraging behaviors of modern
humans occupying variable tropical en-
vironrnents across Island Southeast Asia. "

"[Pilanduk Cave] has the best pre-
ser ved archaeological record from any
sire- in the Philippine archipelago. There
are not many LGM sites in the Philippines
because many are likely submerged un-
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\eill supporting natura
gas industry filed
DAVAO City First District Rep.
Paolo Duterte and three other
lawmakers filed a bill that seeks
to provide a legal"framework that
will help the country's developing
natural gas industry evolve into a
fully grown enterprise.
Duterte, along with Benguet

Rep. EricYap and Anti-Crime and
Terrorism Community Involve-
ment and Support (ACT-CIS)
Party-list Representatives Edvic
Yap and Jeffrey Soriano, intro-
duced House Bill 4097 which
outlines the duties of different
government agencies and com-
mercial organizations in ad-
vancing the development of and
guaranteeing a level playing field
in the Philippine Downstream
Natural Gas Industry.
The downstream natural gas

industry covers sectors involved
in the transmission, distribution,
supply and use of natural gas as
well as the associated processes in-
volved in its importation, storage,
gas processing and distribution.

Duterte said that the bill seeks
to ensure the delivery of secure,
sustainable, sufficient, affordable
and environment-friendly energy
to all sectors.

The Malampaya gas-to-pow-
er plant, regarded as the coun-
try's largest energy success story,
marked the beginning of the
natural gas business. About 20
percent of the country's electrical
needs are met by the Malampaya
gas field, which has provided the
government with about $12 bil-
lion in revenue.
"Despite the establishment of

the Philippine Energy Plan (PEP),
threats of potential blackouts
remain as the drilling activities in
pursuit of exploring natural gas are
halted," Duterte said.
"This is worsened by the sky-

rocketing prices of imported oil,
signaling the urgent necessity to
tap alternative sources of energy,
particularly cleaner energy, from
indigenous sources," he added.
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