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f&re for life, nature - Marcos

PBBM marks 65th birthday by leading tree
planting, freeing 371 PDLs, among others

iy . )

By BETHEENA V. UNITE and JEFFREY G, DAMICOG

resident Marcos started the
first hours of his
birthday o ay, Sept.
13, by z the kick-off

ceremony of the | bamboo and
tree-planting San Mateo,
Rizal, where h nation to
pour all efforts Lc the earth.
hat hold-

o and tree

celebrating his 6
The Presider

\

> R R

PBBM(@BS5 ~ President Ferdinand Marcos Jr. starts the celebration of his 85th birthday on Tuesday, Sept. 13, 2022, by leading the kick-off ceremony of the national bamboo and lrzy

| planting at the Metropolitan Manila Development Authority (MMDA) Landfill in San Mateo, Rizal. Assisting the President are Department of Environment and Natural Resources (DENR)
| -~ Forest Management Bureau (FMB) director Tirso P. Parian Jr., DENR CALABARZOM regional executive director Nilo Tamoria, DENR Secretary Maria Antania Yulo-Loyzaga, Department
the Interior and Local Government (DILG) Secretary Benhur Abalas, Rizal Province Gavernor Nina Ricci Ynarez, and other lacal government officials. (ol 8. Pabaiate)
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BBM AT 65

A look back at Marcos’
first 2 months in office

By ARGYLL CYRUS B. GEDUCOS

erdinand Marcos Jr.,
Bongbong as he is referred
to by many, became the
country’s 17th president
after getting over 31 million votes,
which represented an overwhelming
majority in the May 2022 polls.

s victory was history com-
ing full circle as it also marked his
family's return to Malacafiang af-
ter hjs late father was ousted dur-
ing the first EDSA People Power
Revolution 36 years ago.

In) celebration of his 65th birth-
day an Sept. 13, here’s a quick look
of Marcos’ first two months as
chief executive.

Return to the Palace

In his first vlog since becom-
ing president, Marcos described
his first week in office as “funny”
and “normal.”

“parang nakakatawa nga yung
pagbalik ko sa palasyo, parang pan-
gkaraniwan dahil ang tagal-tagal
‘kong tumira doon (It felt funny re-
turning to Malacafiang. It felt nor-
mal because I lived there for a long
time),” he said. “Ngunit, pagkai-
sip ko nang mabuti, hindi gangka-
raniwan talaga ito dahil pagkabalik
sa palasyo, ako'y naging presiden-
te na, Kahit pareho lang yung aking
ginagawa, iba ang pakiramdam (But
when I think about it, it’s not normal
since I have returned as the president.
Even though I'm doing the same
thing, it feels different).”

It was also during his first week
in office that they celebrated the 93rd
birthday of the former first laﬂy
Imelda Marcos.

After meeting Palace work-
ers, holding a Cabinet meeting,
and attending events during his
first week in office, Marcos caught
‘€ovid-19 for the second time. Last
"month, the President got his second
booster shot.

A day before his birthday, the
President scrapped the mandato-
Ex use of face masks outdoors and

ept the state of calamity in the
Philippines due to Cgvid-19 until the
end of the year.

Restructuring

President Marcos reorganized the
government during his first week in
office. He reverted the Presidential
Communications Operations Office
(PCOO) and its attached agencies to
the Office of the Press Secretary (OPS).
He likewise abolished the Office of
the Presidential Spokesperson.

In his Executive Order No. 2,
Marcos cited the need to “rationalize
and consolidate the communications
arm of the administration for amore
efficient delivery of public policy to
the general public.”

To simplify the internal man-
agement of offices under the Office
of the President (OP), Marcos

abolished the Presidential Anti-
Corruption Commission (PACC) and

the Office of the Cabinet Secretary.

In doing so, the President
hoped to achie7e a comprehen-
sive and mear ingful recovery
from the current Covid-19 and
fiscal crises th:ough a “just al-
location of resuurces.”

Vetoed bills and lapsed laws

On his first day in office, President
Marcos vetoed House Bill (HB)
No. 7575, which proposed to cre-
ate the Bulacan Airport City Special
Economic Zone and Freeport.

San Miguel Corporation, one of
the country’s biggest conglomerates,
is investing P740 billion to turn a
2,500-hectare property in Bulacan
into an aerotropolis featuring a
world-class gateway capable of
handling 100 million passengers
annually, plus an adjacent urban
and industrial hub.

According to press secretary
Trixie Cruz-Angeles, Marcos vetoed
the bill because it was the “fastest
way" to cure the bill’s defects before
it lapsed into law on July 4.

In his vetoraessage, Marcos said,
“fiscal prudenze must be exercised
particularly at ‘imes when resources
are scarce, and needs are abundant.”

1 cannot support the bill consid-
ering the provisions that pose sub-
stantial fiscal risks to the country

His victory was history coming
full circle as it also marked his
family's return to Malacariang
arter his late father was ousted
during the first EDSA Peoplé i g
Power Revolution 36 years ago., '-

and its infringement on or conflict
with other agencies’ mandates and
authorities,” he wrote.

Marcos likewise vetoed the
proposed bill seeking to strength-
en the Office of the Government
Corporate Counsel (OGCC), cit-
ing various reasons, including
the excessive remunerations for
0GCC lawyers.

Meanwhile, as of Aug. 3, at
least 40 bills have lapsed into
law since Marcos took office on
June 30. Among the lapsed laws
were the controversial Vape Act
and the Permanent Validity of the
Certificates of Live Birth, Death,
and Marriage.

First SONA g5y

_ trillion. According

President Marcos delivered -

his first State of the Nation Address
(SONA) on July 25, where he laid
down his administration’s economic
plan to bring the country back to nor-
malcy after being hit by the Covid-19
pandemic, including 19 priority bills.

Marcos discussed his economic

-"reegonomic and fis-

plan and talked about agricul-
ture and agrarian reform. He likewise
mentioned the Pantawid Pamilyang
Pilipino Program (4Ps).

The President vowed there would
no longer be lockdowns, make af-
fordable medicines for ordinary peo-

In his message to Congress,
Marcos said the objective of the
most significant proposed budget in
Philippine history is economic trans-
formation. He enumerated the prior-
ity sectors: Education, Public Works,
Health, Social Welfare, Agriculture,

ple, and build easy-to-reach hospi-  and Transportation.
tals and health centers for those liv-
ing in far-flung areas. 7 Inaugural trip

Marcos tackled the need to in-
tensify the country’s STEM (science,
technology, engineering, and math-
ematics) education.

In addition, he talked about
addressing the digital divide in
the country, continuing the Build,
Build, Build program, and con-
sidering building nuclear
power plants.

He vowed to establish
acomriand center to help
Filipinos abroad in cri-

sis, boost tourism,
°  ad not surren-
der an inch of
the coun-

Marcoswent on his first overseas
trips as president this month. He first
went to Indonesia on Sept. 4, where
hebagged about $8.5 billion worth of
investment deals that could translate
to at least 7,000 new jobs.

Angeles likewise announced that
the Department of Foreign Affairs
(DFA) had sought executive clemen-
cy for Mary Jane Veloso, an overseas
Filipino worker (OFW) on death row

in Indonesia after she was

caught in Yogyakarta

in 2010 with several
packs of heroin.

The President
went to Singapore on
Sept. 6 where he con-

vinced Singapore-based
businessmen to invest
a total of US$6.54
billion worth
of foreign di-
rect invest-
ments in the
Philippines.
This is
equivalent to
15,000 jobs.

During
his trip to
Singapore,
Marcos
witnessed
the signing
of six agree-

ments be-
tweenthetwo
countries.
Singapore
also named
an orchid
hybrid after
the President
and his wife,
first lady Louise
Araneta-Marcos.

a
try's terri-
tory, particu-
larly its claim
op the West
Philippine Sea.

The President,
however, did not
talk about the

US Trip
drug war or the

President Marcos

environment. has been confirmed to
X ! go to New York City this
‘Agernda for ' month to attend the United
Prosperity’ Nations General Assembly
The Marcos ad- (UNGA) and attend other

ministration has
proposed a na-
tional budget for
2023 worth P5.268

|engagements.

Marcos has expressed
his intention to cooperate
with the US and bolster the
ties between the two coun-
to thé President tries. During his meeting with
this is anchored
on what he called l;%
the “Agenda for
Prosperity” that
aims to achieve his
medium-term mac-

State Secretary Antony
inken, the President ex-
pressed his intention to coop-
erate with American scientists
and institutions to further the
pountry’s agriculture re-
search and development
under his watch,

cal dbjectives.
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Marcos: Preserve environment

BY CATHERINE S. VALENTE

RESIDENT Ferdinand "Bongbong Marcus
Jr..on Tuesday called on the publlc,to
~unite i protecting and preserving the

ermronmeilgto “make sure that our plans for the

country’s economy will succeed.”
Ftarcos mérked his 65th birth-

day by joining the national baft-

boo and tree- p]Qntmg event inSan
Mateo, Rizal. Theevent in San Ma-
teo was held simultaneously with
those in other parts of the country.

In his speech, the President
described the tree-planting ac-
tivities as “simple yet impactful
undertaking|s]” to protect the
environment.

“The challenges we hurdled in
recent years highlighted the fact
that we have one Earth, We must
spare no effort to ensure that it
survives in the years to come,”
Marcos said.

“During my address [on the]
State of the Nation, | made it cdlear:
‘Preserving the environment is
nothing less than preserving life!
And therefore, it can only be one
of our important priorities if we
wish to make sure that our plans
for the country’s economy will
succeed,” he added.

Marcos thanked the Department
of the Interior and Local Govern-
ment, the Department of Envi-
ronment and Natural Resources
(DENR) and the Department of
Agriculture, for the collaboration
that made the events in San Mateo
and elsewhere possible.

“We have to do this as a concrete
step that we take so that nature is
cared for because it desperately
needs that care and it desperately
needs that attention,” he said.

"[‘he President said thisi mmauve
“will greatly help in mu.mg,awa_re
ness on enmenmema] welfarz

and protection.”.

Healso Lhzmkeq the nango'perm
ment organizations presém during
the activity.

“Your presence in the selected
areas across the country shows
your commitment to prioritize
Mother Earth and encourage ev-
eryone to unite for her benefit,”
he said. “Indeed, this initiative will
contribute to the DENR's National
Greening Program, the country's
most ambitious reforestation
program vet.”

With the goal of reducing pov-
erty, Marcos said, ensuring food
security, environmental stability,
canserving hiodiversity, and miti-
gating climate change and adapt-
ing to climate change, more than
two million hectares of reforesta-

tion sites were established from |

2011 to 2021,

“An additional 46,265 hectares |

are expected to be developed in

2022. The DENR targets 11,631 |

hectares of enhanced National
Greening Program sites in 2023,"
the President said,

“And so, the |

seedlings that we will plant today |

will be significant in realizing this
goal. This program will generate
jobs, will generate opportunities
and will generate livelihood for
our countrymen.”

The Chief Executive said more

N

than the economic benefit of
this activity, “we are essentially
and primarily investing in en-
suring that our planet remains
a safe space.”

“Never mind for us, but we are
only custodians of this earth. But
more so that we can say to the
children, the Filipinos that follow
us, that we have taken good care
of that, which they will inherit,”
Marcos added.

“Trees and plants in general are
vital to human existence, I thus
wish that as we appreciate the
impact of this endeavor, we also
see it for the symbolic gesture
that itis. It is a reminder for us to
see past our personal interest and
have the future in sight,” he said.

Tuesday's kick-off ceremony of
the “Buhayin ang Pangangalaga ng
Kalikasan” is a government pro-
gram that aims to plant 8,000 seed-
lings and bamboo planting stocks
in Calabarzon (Cavite, Laguna,
Batangas, Rizal and Quezon).

‘The tree-planting sites are San Ma-
teo in Rizal; Majayjay, Laguna; Trece
Martires City, Cavite; Mataas na Ka-
hoy, Batangas, and Dolores, Quezon.

M President Ferdinand ‘Bongbong’ Marcos Jr. plants a Ilamhou in Barangay Pitong Bocaue, San Mateo, Illzal.
PHOTO BY JOHN RYAN B.*\LDEMOR
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PHOTOGRAPH BY YUMMIE TINGDING
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Leaving a legacy To celebrate his 65th birthday, President
Fardinand Romuaidez Marcos Jr. chose to lead the Naticnal
Simuitaneous Bamboo and Tree Planting kick-off ceremoeny
at the Old San Mateo Sanitary Landfill on Tuesday, 13
September 2022.
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ammywasheldtomakehlsbuthdwcelebmnon
more meaningful.

“The challenges we hurdled in recent years
hzghligiwedthefaetthatwhaveoneEalﬂL%must
sparenoefﬁmmemuremahtsurvwesmtheyems
to come,” Marcos said.

%lwetodoﬂusasamncmtestepthatwe
take so that nature is cared for because it desperately
needs that care and it desperately needs that
attention. As such, I gladly welcome each of you as
we kick start this simple yet impactful undertaking,
a nationwide simultaneous tree planting activity,”
he added. ,

The tree planting program aims to plant over 8,000
seedlings and bamboo planting stocks in some parts
of Region 4A CALABARZON.

After delivering his speech, Marcos planted a
bamboo plant stock called “Kawayang Tirdk.”

“Trees and plants, in general, are vital to human
existence. They take in the air we breathe out so they
might give the air that we breathe in. Ithus wish that
_as we appreciate the impact of this endeavor, we also
see it for the symbolic gesture that it is,” Marcos said.

; “Emmmﬂaformms?ﬂmstwpemml
mﬁﬁmﬁwm It is a reminder
thatwe face and

' wmm conmssion%nmrfe]}ow
s headded ' w

o amnw of EImroruneItE& and Natural
'Resources, the Department of the Interior and Local
Gmemmemt, a.nd the Depaxtnlmt of Agriculture
mnmedﬂlecemmomale‘verm

the acl:wﬂywmﬂdbehelpflﬂ in the
mlplementatton of the DENR’s Enhanced National
Greening Program, the country’s most ambitious
reforestation project.
“With the goal of reducmg puverty, ensm'mg

seed]n@ﬂmtwewﬂrpmtﬁﬁaawmm_
mreahmlgﬂusgozﬂ, he added.

Sara greets BBM
Vice President Sara Z. Duterte wished the Chief
Executive good health and happiness.
“I told PBBM, we need a selfie because the
socmed team needs an obligatory birthday selfie,

‘hence the smileys,” Duterte said.

“Thank you, PBBM, and your 250th PAW for
ensuring that wherever I may be found in the country
during the day; I am home in time to tuck my children
to bed. Thank you for putting a premium on the desire
of a working mother to be present in her children’s
lives,” Duterte said. “I wish God’s favor upon you as
you celebrate your birthday and pray that you are
givmmemigﬂlmﬂmsdmnﬁrtﬁe(hﬂium;md
ahead.”

5c*
371 PDLs released

Three hundred seventy-one persons deprived
of liberty from the New Bilibid Prisons and other
penalfarmswerereleasedTuesdayaspmtofthe
government’s effort to decongest the country’s prison-
facilities.

JustweSecretaryMCnsmeemuﬂapemmaﬂy
led the eeremommheldatﬁleNBPml\amminhma
City to welcome the PDLs reentry into-

‘It‘sanatxofgraee.'meommsthesmm
because before the kings would do it on his birthday.
NuwhE(Marcos)lsﬂ!ﬂheadnfmmwofgmce
is something that the country likes to see from a very
powerful man to one who is most desirous of liberty:
It's a very good gesture to society,” Remulla said.

The justice chief said around 360 more PDLs
are in line for executive clemency through
commutation of sentence, conditional pardon, or

absolute pardon by Marcos. WITH AIVIN MURCIA,
PAULA ANTOLIN AND NEIL ALCOBER
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hakbang na n upang ang kalikasan ay
mwm:r lubhang nangangailangan

nangangaila-

pangangalagang iyon atito
nting activity,” niya.
Layunin ng tree program

na makapagtanim
ng rmligks,ooo seedlings at bamboo planting stocks
sa ilang bahagi ng Calabarzon.
WW@WW nagtanim
si Marcos ng stock ng kawayan.
Pinasalamatan din ni Marcos ang Department of
Env;mnmgm and Natum! Rfoculms (DENR) ang

rrrrr



ang

nun

NIM NG KAWAYAN
5 KAARAWAN

1g mas makabuluhan
gang may dahilan na
magcelebrate, sabi
iwa tayo ng green-
ree planting at “yan
in talaga ay ang
‘aimportanteng isyu
lamang sa Pilipi-
ung hindi sa buong
lo ngayon,” wika ni
o0s. -
ng uri ng kawayan
nanim ni Marcos ay
 maraming tinik na
iiwang mabibili ng

Lummara ca hntandoe

patuloy itong mabubuhay sa
mga darating na panahon.

Layunin ng tree planting
program na makapagtanim
ng mahigit 8,000 seedlings
at bamboo planting stocks
sa ilang bahagi ng Cala-
barzon

Bukod sa lumang sani-
tary landfill sa San Mateo,
kabilang sa iba pang tree
planting sites ang Tay-
tay village sa Majayjay,
Laguna; Trece Marlires
City sa Cavite; Kinalagla-
aan Matanc na Kahow «a
.
la
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Pinoy |
archaeologists
unearth
discoveries
from last ice
age in Palawan

By CHARIE MAE F. ABARCA

Following their re-excavation of the
Pilanduk Cave in Palawan, Filipino ar-
chaeologists, together with indigenous
Fala’'wan community, have unearthed new
discoveries estimated to date back at the
Leight of the last ice age.

University of the Philippines Diliman
(UPD) archaeologist Janine Ochoa, in a
r2search article called Tropical Island
~daptations in Southeast Asia during the
Last Glacial Maximum: Evidence from
Palawan, presented new discoveries stem -
mingback to the last ice age.

Ochoa, together with Ame Garong of
the National Museum and Pala’wan com-
miunity members, re-excavated Pilanduk
Cave in October 2016. Initially, the ini-

tiative was conducted to verify research -

information previously disclosed by
Jenathan Kress and the National Museurn
ir: the 1970s.

Among the latest discoveries, accord-
ing to UPD information office, include
“evidence for specialized deer huntingand
frashwater mollusc foraging, Last Glacial
Maximum (LGM) fossils for the tiger and
remains of other native mammal and rep-
tile fauna of Palawan.”

Apart from these, Ochoa revealed that
their research likewise uncovered “new
radiocarbon dates,” securely placing the
ag=of human occupation of Pilanduk Cave
at ‘helasticeage approximately 20,000 to
25,000 years ago.

Newly discovered fi ndings corroborate
theresults of earlier excavations thatiden-
tified Pleistocene occupation of the site,
The results, according to the team of ar-
chaeologists, added to the evidence for the
“shifting foraging behaviors of modern
huinans occupying variable tropical en-
vironments across Island Southeast Asia.”

“[Pilanduk Cave] has the best pre-
served archaeological record from any
site in the Philippine archipelago. There
are not many LGM sites in the Phili ppines
because many are likely submerged un-
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\Bill supporting naturaf

gas industry filed

DAVAO City First District Rep.
Paolo Duterte and three other
lawmakers filed a bill that seeks
to provide a legal framework that
will help the country’s developing
natural gas industry evolve into a
fully grown enterprise.

Duterte, along with Benguet
Rep. Eric Yap and Anti-Crime and
Terrorism Community Involve-
ment and Support (ACT-CIS)
Party-list Representatives Edvic
Yap and Jeffrey Soriano, intro-
duced 'House Bill 4097 which
outlines the duties of different
government agencies and com-
mercial organizations in ad-
vancing the development of and
guaranteeing a level playing field
in the Philippine Downstream
Natural Gas Industry.

The downstream natural gas
industry covers sectors involved
in the transmission, distribution,
supply and use of natural gas as
well as the associated processes in-
volved in its importation, storage,
gas processing and distribution.

Duterte said that the bill seeks
to ensure the delivery of secure,
sustainable, sufficient, affordable
and environment-friendly energy
to all sectors.

The Malampaya gas-to-pow-
er plant, regarded as the coun-
try's largest energy success story,
marked the beginning of the
natural gas business. About 20
percent of the country’s electrical
needs are met by the Malampaya
gas field, which has provided the
government with about $12 bil-
lion in revenue.

“Despite the establishment of
the Philippine Energy Plan (PEP),
threats of potential blackouts
remain as the drilling activities in
pursuit of exploring natural gas are
halted,” Duterte said.

“This is worsened by the sky-
rocketing prices of imported oil,
signaling the urgent necessity to
tap alternative sources of energy,
particularly cleaner energy, from
indigenous sources,” he added.

MOISES CRUZ
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