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. Token environmentalism, di- -nakatutulong sa kapaligiran (Go North Kelum ni
Artemio Dumiao, Pilipino Star Ngayon, 4)

Naglgmg mapanganlb ang pagtatanim ng mahogany species na puno dahil ito.ay
isang “invasive species.’ "Matagal na daw itong nilalako ng DENR. Gawin daw
tama ang pagiging environmentalist. Magtamm ng narra, molave, aprtong,
rafflesia, at iba pang katutubong puno.

Il.  Gorefiles resilience, adaptability bills (The Manila Times, A3 )

Senator Christopher Lawrence Go said that he has refiled three bills that.are
aimed at “strengthening national adaptablllty and tesilience.” Among these is the
proposed measure that seeks. to establish a Department of Disaster Resilience,
which will bring together all essential functions: and mandates currently scattered
among various disaster-related agencies.

Hl. Marcos wants to rejoin global extractive industries initiative (Manifa Bulletin,
B2)

The Marcos administration wanis to rejoin the Extractive Industries Transparency
fritiative (EITI) months after the. previous. administration withdrew the country’s
participation. According to Finance Secretary Benjamin Diokno, President
Marcos wants to demonstrate his commitment to pursue transparency in natural
resource governance by rejoining EITI and enabling the continued. development
of the mining sector.

IV. Egypt readies for climate confab (The Daily Tribune, B15)

Egypt will be the host country for the 2022 UN Climate Change Cenference or
COP27. It will begin on November 4, 2022.in the Egyptian resort city of Sharm
El-Sheikh. Beyond COP27, Egypt is working toward a 2050 national climate
strategy which is based around the reduction of emissions in all §ectors.

V. Mobilize world’s resources for climate change (The Daily Tribune, A4}

This article is about the remarks of Secretary-General Antonioc Guterres during
the meeting with Pakistan Prime Minister Shehbaz Sharif at the National Flood
Response and Coordination Center in [slamabad. Guterres called on stopping



the increase in emissions and mobilizing much more resources to support those
countries that need to build resilience. He pointed out that what happened in
Pakistan may happen to other countries.
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DENR-Caiabarzon vows to enforce laws
to conserve protected areas in the region

By JOEL DELA
TORRE

THE Department of En-
vironment and Natural
Resources-Region IV
(DENR-Calabarzon) has
renewed its commit-
ment to improving the
implementation of en-
vironmental laws on
protected areas in the

region.

According to Region IV
Executive Director and
Protected Area Manage-
ment Board (PAMB) chair
Nilo Tamoria, the rapid

the tection
of the country’s remain-
ing fertile environment
nature would serve as
anadditionalchallengefor
environmental officials.
~ Tamoria called on the
PAMB members and all
stakeholders to come to-
%;_-ttl::lr and protect pro-
areas.

“Let’s pool our talent
and strength so that we
can better protect and

maintain the i.nteﬁrity of
protected areas,” he said.
During the latest
PAMB summit held in San
Mateo, Rizal, the DENR-
CALABARZON chief
pointed out that the re-
gion’s large population,
which has surpassed that
of the National Capital
Region (NCR), has a bi
impact on its protecte
areas and na resourc-

esasmanypeopledegend
on these

resources.

Based on the 2020 Cen-
sus of Population and
Housing, of the country’s
17 regions, Calabarzon
(Cavite, Laguna, Batan-

as,bRizal, zon) hac}
i t poyu]aticn o
16,1955,5?2, followed by
NCR with 13,484,462 and
Central Luzon with
12,422,172,

The summit’s theme
“Sama-samang Pagpap-
atupad ng Batas Pangka-
likasan sa Pinangangala-
ga Pook Upang o
tektahan ang Samut-sar-
ing Buhay para sa Sam-

bayanang Pilipino,” is in

line with the four-decision

points presented by DENR

y. Maria Antonia

ulo zaga to President

rdin: ; d “Bongbong”
JI.

esei decision points
include the establi t
of natural resources geo-
spatial database to man-
age the DENR’s readily
available data, which can
be useful in the implemen-
tation of government
projects, investment in cli-
mate change adaptation
and mitigation to avoid a
decrease in the protection
of direct and indirect loss-
es including nature-based
solution, the establish-
ment of natural resources

accounting system includ- lin

ing valuation of ecosys-
tem services, and im-
provement of compliance,
monitoring and enforce-
ment of environmental
laws.

“Even before we held
the 9th. PAMB ‘Summit,
these decision points have

already been submitted by
our Secretary to the Pres-
ident. So these four deci-
sion points are exactly the
theme of our Summit. This
is contained in the sus-
tainable, inclusive, and re-
silient development as the
major thrust and direc-
tion of our department,”
Tamoria said.

Around 100 delegates,
including members of the
PAMB'’s 18 protected ar-
eas under the  National
Integrated Protected Ar-
eas System (NIPAS),
Protected Areas Super-
intendents, and DENR-
CALABARZON officials
and personnel joined the
summit, which was con-
ducted in-person and on-

e.
Calabarzon has 18 pro-
tected areas, nine of which
are legislated, while nine
are initial comy ts of
the NIPAS yet to be as-
sessed for potential proc-
lamation as regular
NIPAS components .and
enactment into law.
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ner with the Philippine government
and local organizations in protect-
ingnatural resources and improving
how these resources, and the places
where they are found, are governed,”
Crow said.

“We also hope that these projects
will generate local livelihoods and
enterprises that uphold the value of
thenaturaland cultural assets of the
Philippines and improve the lives of
local communities, including indig-
enous peoples,” she added.

Through its Investing in Sustain-
ability and Partnerships for Inclusive
Growthand Regenerative Ecosystems
(Inspire) project, USAID promotes
natural resource conservation and
ecosystem and communityresilience
by supporting civil society organi-
zations in advocating for and par-
ticipating in good natural resource
governance.

“The DENR [Department of En-

vironment and Natural Resources]
values the support given by USAID to
all sectors in order to deliver critical
biodiversity and sustainable land-
scapes targets,” Erni said.
" “We trust that closer cooperation
and collaboration between govern-
ment and civil society through In-
spirewillincreaseand expandinvest-
ments for conservation,” he added
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me. Scabirds contnbut& fD Tubbataha s . e A% 2/,

Seabird species recorded in the
Philippines include the albatrosses,
storm petrels, petrels, shearwaters,
tropicbirds, frigatebirds, jaegers,
terns. Phalaropesare shorebirds that
overwinter, or spend the winter, in
open waters.

“Of the 34 species found in the
Philippines, 14 are accidentally oc-
curring. The remaining 20 species
can be divided into nine breediﬁg
species, 10 migratory overwintering
species, and one transmigrant. Most
of them are scarce or rare in the Phil-
ippines,” he said.

Jensen said seabirds are currently
known or likely to be breeding or
roosting on about 120'smaller islets
and offshore rocks. These include
the Sulu sea, 55; Philippine Sea, 39;
Visayan/Bohol Sea, 16 and the West
Philippine Sea, nine.

|
There are also seven known sea-
bird breeding and roost habitats.
These are the sand cays that are
found at pelagic reefs and edge of
corals; limestone-guano rock islets,
offshore rocks; some beach forests;
the open sea and the sky above; and
bamboo poles and drifting materials
like coconut and even Styrofoams.

Tubbataha Reefs Natural park
SITUATED in the middle of the Sulu
Sea, the Tubbataha Reefs Natural
Park (TRNP) is approximately 50 ki-
lometers southeast of Puerto Princ-
esa City, Palawan, the most western
province of the Philippines.

It has been declared as a Marine
Protected Area on August 11, 1988,
through Republic Act 10067. It has
a total area of 97,030 hectares core
zone, with approximately 10,000
hectares of coral reef area.

“The Tubbataha Reefs is a Unesco
World Heritage Site and Asean Heri-
tage Park, and it has several other
distinctions because of the seabird
population. It is a Ramsar Site and
anImportantBird Area,” said Retchie
Alaba, TRNP Research Officer.

RED-FOOTED hooby GREGG YAN PHOTO

Foreign and local tourists flock
to the Tubbataha Reefs. According
to Alaba, a total of 3,475 tourists,
all divers, arrived in 2019. She said
since the quarantine restriction was
lifted slowly, the number of tqurié'ts
is slowly increasing.

“This year, we had 1, 689 [tour-
ists],” she said.

“Tourism season in 'I‘ubbataha is
from March to June when the seas
are generally calm. In 2019, we had
210 trips during these months,” she
said, adding that the protectors of
the TRNP are hopefuf that tourism
will improve next year.

SEABIRDS near the bird islet DANNYOCAMPOPHOTO ==

Seabird sanctuary

ACCORDING to Alab

. noddy, brow
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a,atotalof 119

bird species have been recorded in

the TRNP.

Ofthese, shesaid thegreat crested
tern, sooty tern, brown noddy, black
nbooby, red- footed boo-
by and masked booby are known to
breed on the two islets. -

«previously, 150 adults [birds)

were recorded in Tubbataha. she

said.

Alaba saidviaemailon Septemb er

6 that TRNP has a total of 16 pelaglc
seabirds, with one endemic subspe-
cies, the black noddy, that breeds
in TRNP. She refers to it as the “Ya-
mashita Treasure” of the TRNP.

“Ofthe 119 birds, 33 areresidents
to the Philippines, while the rest are
migratory,” she said. .

Most recently, she noted that the
critically endangered Christmas Is-
land frigatebird was spotted on the
Tubbata Reefs.

Gregg Yan, executive director of
Best Alternatives Campaign who
visited Tubbataha Reefs this year,
said seabirds have evolved for life

at sea. e
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“Millions of years of evolution
have gifted them with such useful
traitsas waterproof plumage and the
ability to drink saltwater., Sadly, the
remote areas they inhabit are some
of the most vulnerable to climate
change effectslike storms andrising
sea levels,” he said.

“The introduction of invasive
predators like dogs, cats and rats
remains the greatest threat to our
seabirds. Isolated for centuries in
inaccessible roosts and rookeries,
most seabirds have lost their natural
deferise mechanisms against would-
be attackers,” Yan said.

“After cats were introduced on
Ascension Isle in the South Atlantic
over acentury ago, for example, bird
numbers dropped from 20 million to
400,000,” he added.

According to Yan, the Tubbataha
Reefs remain one of the last refuges
for many Philippine seabirds.

“Other islands like Bancauan and
Cawili once had thousands of them,
but as reported by rangers and sci-
entists, the ‘pets’ that local inhabit-
ants brought soon turned into ‘pests’
and ate many of the ground-breeding
birds,” he said.

Important ecosystem function
ACCORDING to Alaba, seabirds playa
numberofimportantfunctionalroles
in marine ecosystems, including the
transfer of nutrients from offshore
andpelagicareas to islandsand reefs,
seed dispersal and the distribution of
organic matter into the lower parts
of the developing soil profile.

“Seabirds have been used as good
biological indicators of marine eco-
Systems. Since they are considered
as one of the top Predators, theijr
health and Population is reflective
of the status of the marine environ-
ment,” she said,

Underscoring the need to protect
the country's seabirds, she said these
species bring nutrients to offshore
islets and cora] reefs, which are im-

Unique migratory bird species
ASEAN Centre for Biodiversity Ex-
ecutive Director Theresa Mundita S.
Lim said seabirds are unique migra-
tory bird species.

“They use isolated or mid-sea
islands as nesting sites and/or rest-
ing and roosting areas as they move
across oceans to migrate or to find
an abundance of food sources. It is
important, therefore, to keep the
island biodiversity intact,” she said.

According to Lim, a biodiversity
conservation expert, islands con-
stitute unique ecosystems, such as
beach forests, mangroves, tidal flats
and surrounding near-shore marine
areas, that serve as shelter, nesting
areas, and/or feeding grounds for
sea birds.

“The seabirdsin Tubbataha [black
noddy and boobies] help maintain
ecological balance by controlling
the overpopulation of fish and mol-
lusks that serve as their prey. They
also move nutrients from the sea to
theland and vice-versa to contribute
to the richness of the soil and of the
sea,” she said.

According to Lim, morbidities or
mortalities could be signs of toxins
or pollutants in the surrounding
sea areas, which should allow us to
address the problems before the im-
pacts affect human populations and
become irreversible. :

“In short, the seabirds of Tubba-
taha are an integral part of the en-
tire island and marine ecosystem of
the park, and contribute to a great
extent to the variety and richness

of its fisheries and to its ecotourism
value,” she stressed.

portant inputs for the productivity
of the marine ecosystems,
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neary all t0 [ake

| ;‘I‘HEY left their community, the final loss.

A resident from another village, Meisori, learned of their ordeal and
offered to take them ln, a gesture of kindness for which she is grateful.

But leaving Kampi ya Samaki, where her husband and children were
born, still hurts.

“I loved my place very much, as I could do farming with my husband
and raise money for food and school fees,” Winnie said.

With only one leg, Winnie said she no longer can farm. Her husband
earns a meager living digging pit latrines and working at area farms to
support their growing family. She gave birth to her sixth child last month.

“Now we are land beggars,” she said.

75,000 households displaced

BARINGO is one of 10 lakes in Kenya’s Rift Valley that have been expanding
over the past decade. The entire Eastern African rift system, which stretches
south to Mozambique, and the Western Rift—all the way to Uganda—are also
affected. The rainfed waters have submerged villages and islands and brought
the fierce Nile crocodiles face-to-face with residents.

The rising lake waters have displaced more than 75,000 households,
according to a 2021 report on the expanding lakes by Kenya's Ministry of the
Environment and Forestry and the United Nations Development Program.

Flooding around Lake Baringo has been among the most severe,
according to the report, with more than 3,000 households destroyed.

Lake Baringo remains an important source of freshwater for
villagers, livestock, fisheries, and wildlife. But scientists fear it could
someday merge with a large salt lake not far away, the also-expanding
Lake Bogoria, contaminating the freshwater.

Keben remembers when the shoreline was a short walk from their
home and the hippos and crocodiles stayed deep inside the lake, -

“They never attacked people or animals,” Keben said. “Today they
attack everything.”

Keben, 28, is still haunted by her attack a decade ago. She has not
returned to her family’s village—even for a brief visit—and with good
reason. The risks of such attacks have only increased: Since she left,
‘more crocodiles and hippos have turned up in Kampi ya Samaki.

A 10-year-old boy was recently dragged off by a hippo and has not
been found.

Keben said she doesn’t plan to ever return to Kampi ya Samaki.
Though she longs for the community.

“That is the place I called home,” she said, her voice still filled with
pain. Watson reported from San Diego.

The final loss \

It’s not rare now to see village children scarred by sharp teeth marks.
Others, like Keben, have lost limbs, and an unknown number have died.
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Jéguar

similar to a leopard. It is found
in the southwestern parts of the

grow up to 6 meters or more,
usually eat small animals only,

United States, Mexicoand Central ~ such as chicken.
AL AM | " K Av America. Rare are the times when they
Here are some interesting would swallow an entire human
K “ VA Kl M facts about jaguars: being.
They are native to the Ameri- However, one such incident «
KIM ATIENZA cas happened in Indonesia in 2018.

Came across an old Lino
Brocka film called “Jaguar;” star-

. heavy, chunky side,

'i"hey're on the _

The body of 54-year-old
Wa Tiba was found when

ring Phillip Salvador, about a  with spotty spots. villagers cut open a
right-thinking Jaguars are ex- 23-foot python which
security guard who falls to cellent swimmers. Q o was found bloated
temptation. They roar loud " ", in Muna, offshore of
Justrealized that Jaguaristhe  and clear. / b Sulawesi. It was believed
reverse of guwardia, which means They eat almost any- ¥ she was swallowed head
security guard in Filipino. thing. first. Her body remained
Therootword, of course, isjag- They can kill with a pow- % intact, .
uar, the real one, the animal that  erful bite. " 4 .| Send your questions to
belongs to the huge cat family. ALAM NYO BA: Pythons, ;H«# KuyaKim through my Twitter
Jaguarisalargewild catthat's which can normally é s account @kuyakim _atienza.
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Sept. 13,1900

Filipino soldiers in Torrijos,
Marinduque, defeated the
American forces in what was
known as the Battle of Pulang
Lupa. This was among the first
major victories of Filipino sol-
diers during the Filipino-Amer-
ican war. Local troops led by Lt.
Col. Maximo Abad defeated the
American contingent under the
command of Capt. Devereaux
Shields. Later on May 1, 1901,
the United States-Philippine
Commis_.sion passed Act No.
125 which created the province
of Marinduque and established
the provincial government at
the municipality of Boac, its
capital.

K’S MILESTONES
R

Sept. 13,1986

Former rebel priest Conrado
Balweg and then President
Corazon Aquino exchanged

tokens in Mt. Data in Moun.
tain Province, to forge a “si-
pat,” a term for cessation of
hostilities for what was the
first peace talks undertaken
after the People Power Re-
volt ousted dictator Ferdi-
nand Marcos. Balweg handed
Aquino an automatic rifle and
accepted a rosary and a Bible
from her. It led to peace nego-
tiations that were concluded
25 years later in 2011 by Aqui-
no’s son, former President
Benigno Aquino III. The talks
also led to the creation of the
interim Cordillera Administra-

tive Region (CAR) in 1987. Balweg
led the Cordillera People’s Liber-
ation Army (CPLA), a militia that
broke away from the communist
New People’s Army. CPLA had of-
ficially disbanded under a closure
agreement signed on July 4, 2011,

Sept. 16,1908

According to official records of the government, the municipality of
Bontoc was founded and proclaimed as the capital town of the old
Mountain Province. The name Bontoc was detived from the two mor-
phemes “bun” (heap) and “tuk” (top), which, taken together, means
“mountains.” On July 7,1997, the Sangguniang Bayan of Bontoc enact-
ed Municipal Ordinance No. 35 that established the foundation day
of the Municipality of Bontoc to be celebrated every Sept. 16. Bontoc
has 16 barangays and a population of 24,104, according to the latest
census of Philippine Statistics Authority.

Zpt. 17,2020

A new fiowering piant from the madder, or coffee, famiiy that was dis-
covered growing in Mt. Arayat National Park in Pampanga province in
2017 was confirmed by botanists, according to the Department of Envi-
ronment and Natural Resources. The species Pyrostria arayatensis was
first found by a team of researchers led by Marlon Suba in a lowland for-
est of the 3,715-hectare park in eastern Pampanga. Mii. Arcyat hosts 49

species of trees and plants, 86 species of birds, 14 species of mammals ,:'f'/’
and 11 species of reptiles. President Manuel L. Quezon established Mt.

Arayat as a national park through Proclamation No. 203 signE in1937.

The Diyandi Festival in lligan City,
scheduled from Sept.1to Oct. 7, and
the Araw ng Bansalan in Bansalan,
Davao del Sur, scheduled on Sept. 18,
will push through with participants
and spectators urged to observe
minimum health and safety proto-
cols based on the alert level system
for COVID-19 response.

Compiled by:
Marielle Medina, Inquirer Re-
search

Sources: Inquirer Archives, Official
Gazette of the Philippines, Philip-
pine News Agency, Philippine Sta-
tistics Authority, marindugue.gov.
ph, lgubontoc.gov.ph, davaodel-
sur.s2v.nh, Bansalan official Face-
book page, Diyandi restivai uiicial
Facebook page
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