08 September 2022, Thursday

_CLIPPINGS

| SThATEGIC COMMUNICATION AND INITIATIVES SERVICE




N STRATEGIC
CommunicaTiON
AND

— | NITIATIVES
e SERVICE
—

TITLE :

STORY  sroRy

09=08-22

PAGE1 BANNER  EDITORIAL CARTGON

e DATE

EDITORIAL

High-maintenance
‘beach’ should go

wo years after the Department of Environment
and Natural Resources (DENR) stirred unneces-
sary controversy by dumping crushed dolomite
on a soo-meter stretch of land along Manila
Bay, the agency will finally study the environ-
mental and social impact of the P38g-million
“beach nourishment” project that critics have
slammed as a massive waste of public funds.
Environment Secretary Ma. Antonia Yu-
lo-Loyzaga made this assurance during the re-
cent House deliberations on the DENR’s 2023 budget when
ACT Teachers Rep. France Castro demanded updates on
the five-year Manila Bay rehabilitation program.

Yulo-Loyzaga, a known environmentalist and chair of
the International Advisory Board of the Manila Observa-
tory before joining the Marcos Jr. administration, said the
DENR was “looking very closely” at the impact of filling part
of Manila Bay’s naturally gray shoreline with crushed dolo-
mite to mimic the famous white sand beaches of Boracay.

The DENR, she said, would “continue to evaluate it ...
using our scientific evaluation, as well as the social vulner-
ability evaluation that we intend to implement.”

This is a welcome—albeit long delayed—departure
from the stance taken by former DENR chief Roy Cimatu,
who had consistently brushed aside pointed criticisms
against the project, as well as warnings of its potential
risks to public health and the environment.

Under Cimatu's watch, the DENR also stubbornly re-
fused to conduct a thorough and scientific study to justify
the continued dumping of dolomite at a cost of P28 million
to taxpayers for the mineral and for “geo interventions” in-
tended to prevent the dolomite from being washed out to
sea. Instead, the former official merely justified it as a “beau-
tification project beneficial to the environment.”

The dolomite beach project was described as an “enhancer”
of the Manila Bay rehabilitation project launched in 2019 in ac-
cordance with the Supreme Court directive for government
agencies to clean up, rehabilitate, and preserve the bay.

The DENR, however, admitted that the artificial beach—
which then presidential spokesperson Harry Roque claimed
was needed for the mental health of a pandemic-weary
people—was not part of the original Manila Bay Sustain-
able Development Master Plan adopted by the National
Economic and Development Authority to “restore the water
quality of Manila Bay."

More tellingly, DENR Undersecretary Jonas Leones
admitted during the House hearing in 2020 that “the pro-
cess for environmental impact assessment was not fol-
lowed”"—with consequences now keenly being felt.

Oceana, an international nongovernment organization
dedicated to protecting the world’s oceans, revealed that
the dolomite dumped in the area from September to De-
cember 2020 had already been reclaimed by the sea. With
the “beach” eroded by at least 300 square meters between
December 2020 and February 2021, there was a need to con-
tinuously replenish the area near the Baywalk strip on Roxas
Boulevard with dolomite shipped all the way from Cebu.

Oceana vice president Gloria Estenzo-Ramos also em-
phasized that the project is just a “band-aid” solution and will
not significantly contribute to the improvement of Manila
Bay as mandated by the Supreme Court. Concerns are more
deep-rooted and would need more extensive solutions, such as
reducing chemical, organic, and plastic pollution, installing wa-
ter treatment facilities, and banning the cutting of mangroves.

As early as 2020, the University of the Philippines Ma-
rine Science Institute (UP-MSI) similarly urged the govern-
ment to rethink its ill-advised beautification project, saying
that the sand “will only erode, given the hydrodynamic con-
ditions of the bay."

Mecmm seith sha heanlmratar rieine caa lawale and laroer

Even with the breakwater, n'ag sea levels and larger

waves during typhoons, especially with climate_ change,
can penetrate and pound the baywalk area. C'onlflmuously
replacing the sand will be even more expensive,” the UP-
inted out.
MSILF;Et month, the heavy flooding in the streets of _Ma.—
nila that stranded thousands of commuters was initially
blamed on the erosion of the dolomite hear_h,‘ aithough_ the
Metropolitan Manila Development Authority h?s since
backtracked and shifted the blame on the ongoing con-
struction of three pumping stations in the area. .
Despite that turnaround, the repeated and expensive
“nourishment” of the dolomite beach after every qr?hoon
points to the inescapable conclusion that the erosion of
the artificial beach is inevitable—and unacceptable._gwen
our limited resources and an economy still struggling to
recover from the effects of the pandemic.

All eyes are now on the new DENR leac_iershlp to once apd
for all evaluate the dolomite beach in Manila afru:l get smen_uﬁc
studies on its environment impact done as qulckiy as ;_aossnt_ﬂe.

Should it be determined that the beach project s d‘c‘mg
more harm than good, it shouldn't be_a difficult decision
to immediately and permanently sl_lut it down and use the
millions of pesos devoted to its maintenance for the coun-

try’s more pressing needs.
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Boracay Island post—BIATF

B\r MA. STELLA F. ARNALDO
¥ @akosistellaBM
Special to the BUSINESSMIRROR

TECHNICAL working
Agr_m_xp (TWG) is expected
Lto be formed to continue
to manage Boracay Island, one of
the country’s most popular tour-
ism destinations.
‘Theproposaltocreate the TWG
was d.xscussed ina meenng called
by Aklan Gov. Jose Enrique “Joen”
Miraflores on 'Ihesday and at-
tended by representatives of the
local government units of Aklan
and Malay; the Departments of
_ Environment and Natural Re-
sources (DENR), Interiorand Lo-
cal Government (DILG), Public
Works and Highways (DPWH),
and Tourism (DOT) and the is-
land stakeholders’ groups.
JIn an interview with the

BusINESSMIRROR, DOT-Region -
6 (Western Visayas) Director '

Christina Mansinares said Mi-
ral.gores wanted to find outfrom
the key government agencies
what developments have en-
sugd following the end of term
‘of the Boracay Inter-Agency

Task Force (BIATF) on June 30.

They .d.l,sgussed upslates on the
Boracay Action Plan, and the
creation of a TWG for Boracay
tocontinue to harmonize/align
sustainable development ef-
forts,” she said.

As per the discussion, the
TWG will be chaired by Mira-

flores and co-chaired by Malay

Mayor Floribar Bautista, and
will include Region 6 direc-
tors of the regular line gov-
ernment agencies, along with
representatives of the indige-
nous peoples community, and
other stakeholder groups. The.
governor is expected to issue

- an executive order creating
TWG, as soon as the “focal

persons” for each agency and

stakeholders groups are iden-
tified, she added. .

'BIATF Ipro;ects stilmot

PR

requested anonymity, was the
creation of a “Workers Village”

inmainland Caticlan. Thiswas -

among the plans of the BIATF,
which have been left pending.
“We can haggle for additional
carrying capacity if we can de-
congest [the island] and have
a site for the Workers Village.
This was a project discussed a

~ “long time ago by the BIATFE,”

said a stakeholder.

For her part, Mansinares siid
the planincludes therelocation of
informal settlers in critical areas
such as wetlands to said village in
the mainland. “They just have to
identify the site for the village,”
she noted.

The DOT official said dur-
ing the meeting, Mayor Bautista

_ also promised to “revisit” their

masking mandate, as tourists
go to the island to breathe in its

- fresh air. Tourists who forget to
put on theirmasks while walking

'on the beach have complained of
being harassed by the Philippine

. National Police. While they are

not being arrested, the tourists
are detained on the beach foi
unusuallylongperiods, while the
police personnel take down their

- personal details. *

-~

THE BIATF was created under
President Rodrigo Duterte, and
‘oversaw therehabilitation of the
island, which included fixing of
easement issues and cleaning
up portions of its environment.
Prior to the termination of the
task force, it “turned over” the
island to the local government
supposedly due to the comple-
tion of theirrehabilitation work.

Inactuality, the drainage proj-
ect on the island still remains

“to be completed by the DPWH,
“as well ag the completion of the

main road, in the portion go-
ing to Mount Luho. The DPWH
continues to have right-of-way

problemswith regard tothe main
road project, asinformal settlers

continue to reside there.
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SINGAPORE — President Marcos
and First Lady Louise Araneta-
‘Marcos were mesmerized as they
admired the beauty of the new orchid
hybrid named after them.

The First Couple arrived at
the Singapore Botanic Gardens

First Lady awed .
hid named after them

Wednesday morning, Sept. 7, the
first event of their packed schedule
before leaving for the Philippines in
the evening.

Looking closely at the orchid
hybrid, the President and the First
Lady were visibly awed by the beau-
ty of the Dendrobium Ferdinand

Louise Marcos as officials of the
National Orchid Garden explained
the details of the new

hybrid orehid; 4w PO

The Dendrobium Ferdinand
Louise Marcos, a robust
and free-flowering
orchid hybrid that
produces semi-arching
inflorescences of 50
to 70 centimeters in
length that bear 20
to 30 well-arranged
flowers, each measuring
approximately four
centimeters in width. The

~~with lavender striatior
the petals are white with bluish

mauve. They are complemented by
a'\i_t:eiet_ﬁp;'(gll Geducos)

§ - & o
‘ORCHID DIPLOMACY' — President erllinand;m. e ol " - -
: 'cos Jr. and First Lady [ 2 take a clo: T
namrrtt:: i;?;::ﬁ:",hvbrid;m_ t Singapore named after them, at the Nation nrcl?:esa’:a::nu;li:n:po“: ewnendﬂruhmmm Ferepl'ﬁnmzulezzu :;'
: | Diplomacy" it has been Singapore's tradition to name new orchids after visiting I?eadsi!mw : nnmdz'higwhmh ts, ani
i _ r visiting states, ments, and
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PBBM, FlI‘St Lady awcd by . B
orchid named after thgm | b S
President Marcos then planted well- _ , each measur-
orchid with their name on it into the  ing appro; ﬂy four centimet‘ets
_pot before he and his wife signed the  wide.
guest book. ; The elegaﬁtly curled sepals have -
The Dendrobium Ferdinand Louise ~ a white background adorned vﬂﬂi
Marcos is a robust and free-flow- lavender striations, w SO = |
ering orchid hybrid. It produces guished petals are white

Y 50t070  mauve. T
centimeters lon_g that bear 20 to 30 violet lip. (A
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Singapore
names orchid
after Marcos, FL

PRESIDENT Ferdinand “Bongbong” Mar-
cos Jr. and first lady Liza Araneta-Marcos
had a new orchid hybrid named in their -
honoron Wednesday, -
The flower, named Dendrobium B
nantl Louise Marcos, was presented to the
first couple during an unveiling cenmony
| at Singapore’s National Orchid Gardens.
The event was one of the President’s
m‘ﬁ guring h
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SPPI supports.  ° ¥

Maﬂkma River Forest Park

emativasﬁ'nmSPPlerghtfndustzy&Somum
ARZOI eg;analExacwmm’mNﬂ‘

“The launch, which also marked
the celebration of Philippine Arbor

Science

ICCP  Group's
Park of the Philippines, Inc.

The

(SPPI)  participated in the Day, was highlighted with a tree
c_fw.emunia_l launch  of the planting activity through adoption
Regional Development Council  of the selected site of UMBPL at

(RDC) Forest Park at the Upper Sitio San Ysiro. The reforestation

rikina River Basin Protected

\dscape [UMRBPL} in Antfpuln
Giga Rizal. The UMRBPL is a
cted area in the Province
of Rizal that forms the upper
area of the drainage basin of the

W3 e

“activity is a collaborative effort of

DENR IV A-CALABARZON and RDC
that aims to intensify p n
and sustainable managernan of
forest, watershed and prevention
of disasters on the. Marlklna River
“& e N‘t"i‘ ¥
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B lG .’ 0 B Personnel of the ment of Eplirﬂﬂnyenf and Natural Resources, the Metropolitan |
Manila Development Authority and Pasig City remove water hyacinths that have started to choke the waterway,

on Wednesday, Sept. 7, 2022, PHOTO BY MIKE DE JUAN *
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PASIG RIVER CLEANUP,
The Department of Environment
and Natural Resources and the
Metropolitan Manila Development
Authority jointly undertake
removal of water hyacinths that
usually choke the metropolis’ main
waterway during the rainy season.
Manny Paimero
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Nillion Trees Tatds scientific study
on medicinal values of Narra tree -

By JONATHAN L. MAYUGA
¥ @jonlmayuga

HE Million Trees Foundation
Inc. (MTFI) has lauded a re-
port by De la Salle Dasmari-
flas College of Pharmacy, which

‘revealed the antioxidant proper-

ties of the bark and branch wood

~ of the critically-endangered Narra
~ hasthehighest Oxygen Radical Ab-

sorbance Capacity or ORAC scores

. .in the country and among the Top
- 10in the world.

: tists at the National Institute of

j A mchOd developed by scien-

Health and Aging to measure the
antioxidant capacity of different

foods, ORAC is also the unit of

measure of antioxidants which
is the body’s natural defense ver-

sus harmful compounds that are’

linked to multiple illnesses, in-
cluding weakened immunity, dia-
betes, heart disease and cancer.

ORAC scores of all methods tested

displayed similarly high levels of
‘antioxidant potency.

 Reacting to the report; Retired
Police General Reynaldo V. Velasco,

‘chairman emeritus of MTFI said

the findings only proves that na-
tive trees are precious and they
‘have medicinal value waiting to
e tapped.

“It is a matter of time that
cure to various illnesses could

be discovered and developed

__to pursue our ambitious goal of

' drew Velasco.

into life-saving drugs that can
help save millions of lives,” he
said.

Theformerchairmanandadmin-
istrator of the Metropolitan Water-
worksand Sewerage System (MWSS)
is the prime mover of the success-
ful Annual Million Trees Challenge
(AMTC) that saw the planting of
5.2 million trees in five years from
2017 to 2021.

The MTFI, which was estab-
lished to sustain the gains of the
AMTC, targets to plant 10 millien
more trees in critical watersheds
in various parts of the co:mtiay
by 2030.

“These landmark findings
about the medicinal value of the
Narra tree give us more reasons

planting 10 more million trees
by 2030,” said MTFI President
and Executive Director Melan- |

It was learned that over the
years, native trees planted in Ipo-

* Angat watersheds, through AMTC *

and MTFI stakeholders, include
Narra, Batino, Malaruhat, Ram-
butan, Cacao, Guyabano, Bayog,

- Kawayan Tinik, Malaruhat, White -

Lauan, Mala-igot, Malapapapaya, -
Makaasim, Lipote, Ipil, among oth-
ers. Variousnativetree speaeshave f
also been planted by the roup in
La Mesa and areas aroun

. =4
de Bay, %@r@ and Upp }
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: ,nghfgabnama-

“nalh psai sairﬂw—araw‘ngmﬂﬁg
1t30taongpmmumunuan ba-

wat isa’y kalabit-penge... kallan—
sﬂnngsalapﬂpammgunm
-kanilang

ﬂgtcmgingtsIAlltold,ﬂ:esol-

dm-tumed -public official was cor-

n%mdnvmbylusmum
worn to swm, pwe-he-

Kagawang bu:rfko talagang
nilinta’t nihmauk ng mga “kayo -

ang boss ko...” and a boss is the

handle of a swo:d,wieldedany‘

papasan,mtsa-onsalang paunh-
unti pero suson-suson sa dami..
umaabot din sa tone-tonelada sa

- kalaunan.

Kahit sa ‘masiba, .hﬂsag-kutsara

“Aba’ Y. nagsimula nga sa
sa bagting ng gitara
ang sinulat na ‘to... napadpad sa
liripngisipni Esopo... umilandang
patmasapmamlmuanglupa}op ng
isang dating sundalo.
Pempaﬂngwaranamang patu-

Pmmmmmpafmxgnalam-

pasang hangganan.
Athindi na talagang manunum-
balik sa dating katangian kahit na
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Clean and safe water
to benefit Filipinos

mﬁmmwmwmmusma mu....m an |m.m.d Water
Resources Management Program CONTRIBUTED PHOTO

CCORDING to the Water.org, “more than 3 million
people in the Philippines rely on unsafe and

unsustainable water murces, and 7 million lack

access to improved sanitation.”

In response to this problem, President Ferdinand
“Bongbong” Marcos Jr. is reviewing a proposal to
establish an Integrated Water Resources Ma

nagement
(IWRM) Program that seeks to balance the country’s  water n for I
 districts and TA to Local Water Utilities Administration

economic, social and environmental sustainability.

“This program is an approach to promote the
coordinated development and management of water,
land, and related resources to maximize economic and
‘social welfare without compromising our ecosystem,”a
statement released by the Office of the President said.

The Chief Executive mentioned in his State of the
Nation Address (SONA) last July that it is high time for
the Department ofWater Resources to be institutionalized
and adopt the IWRM. This, in turn, can be used to craft
and implement the“strategic framewaork for national
water management, policymaking and planning.”

Passing a bill that would establish the said agency
was listed among his Priority Legislative Measures,
and he has called on both houses of Congress for its
approval.

Meanwhile, the United States-funded Safe Water
Project (SWP), to be implemented by the Department
of Environment and Natural Resources (DENR), is giving
access to safe drinking water and sanitation services
to some 350,000 individuals in Palawan, Negros
Occidental and Sarangani. :

The DENR reported that the project costs P922
million, equivalent to a  grant of $18 million from the
United States Agency for International Development
(llSﬁid} Thel'ﬁﬂppine government shoulders a fund
equﬁalent to not less than one-third (P307 million)
of the USAid grant.

The SWP will provide the technical assistance (TA) on
water chlorination for local government units and water

on separate management, which covers the Supreme
Court Mandamus for Manila Bay area.
Other components exploration on diversifying

~ surface bulk water supply in Negros Occidental and

assistance in water security plans for Negros Occidental
and Sarangani.

On the other hand, Sen. Grace Poe has refiled her
bill seeking to guarantee clean and safe water for all
Filipinos through effective and streamlined management
that will protect the public’s highest interest.

“Water shortage should not be a way of life. We
expect reforms in water governance and infrastructure
the way the Filipinos deserve this basic utility as an
essential human right,” Poe said.

Poe’s Senate Bill 102 titled, “National Water Resource
Management Act,” seeks to establish a national
framework for better water resources management.

It mandates the creation of the Department of Water
Resources to lead and consolidate whole-of-society efforts
for the comprehensive and integrated development and
management of water resources in the country.

o




PAGE1
STORY

UPPER BANNER  EDITORIAL CARTOON

STORY

STRATEGIC
COMMUNICATION
mn

[NI‘IIATI\"ES

- SERVICE

i

LOWER

BusinessWorld

-

P9-02-22

TITLE ; PAGE DATE

OPINIDN

Role of process mining
~ indigital transformation

he importance of digital transformation has been economic impacts through blending operational system

acknowledged as being of immense importance

in safeguarding an organization’s competitiveness
anﬁnfmh Indeed, organizations have increasingly -
recognized the potential for streamlining their opera-

_ tions and enhancing efficiency.

Digital transformation involves the use of technol-
ogy in creating new, and modifying current, business
processes, customer experiences and

cultures to meet the requirements of a TAXWISE OR
dynamic market. Transformation goes OTH ERW'SE

“beyond conventional roles such as cus-

tomer senvice,sle, and marketng, but JAN BRIAN DESPI

. every other system within an entity and use the infor

data to offer full visibility of the actions that a user takes
aleverystamofthetmnessprocess.ﬁsdmdprmess
*mining capabilities can capture real-time info

mhmmmmmmm
mmmwMamacMymm
and automated, decreasing dependency on labor-intensive
processes and allowing robots to func-
tion in an efficient and effective manner.
Process maps could increase opera-
tional excellence by imbuing new tech-. -
niques and approaches that maximize

revolves around how entities perceive
and engage with their customers. Businesses that are not .
prepared for or incapable of undertaking digital transfor-
mation are likely to become less competitive.

As with any form of change, digital transformation
requires careful management to ensure the successful
implementation of the change. The main challenge
is determining where the new technologies can be
deployed, what processes are ready for transforma-
tion, what needs to be automated, and which projects
promise the highest Rol for the business.

Key among the resources that may be tapped
for such endeavors is process mining, an analytical

“approach to discovering and enhancing business

pfocessesviat'hewe of readily available event logs
extracted from information systems, which results

“in a visual representation of the actual process. This
comes in handy in helping organizations adapt quickly
'through persistent dataarxalySas and the development
of insights that can drive value. Processes are increas-

“ingly becoming a major differentiator in an environ-

ment where efficiency and speed of workflow will
determine whether an entity survives, or secures new
business. Process mining can assist an organization in
discovering, improving, and monitoring processes. It -
enhances competitiveness through a better under-
standing of internal processes and applying the insights
toidentify process enhancement opportunities. -

Process mining makes use of event data to gain
insight into operations, check fquormance

the current processes. Process maps
effectively allow for process discovery, assisting organiza-
tions in visualizing the reality of their business processes.
They can achieve this through an examination of the elec- -
tronic footprint incorporated in various IT systems, with
the process mining software using the structured data to
generate process models that allow for more in-depth
comprehension. This means that the data logged during
the normal process execution would allow for the creation
of process maps that incorporate the nuances pertaining
to the process, its variants and statistical information. This
ensures speedy and cost-effective process delivery that
eliminates the need to use interviews to piece together
the process. Process maps eliminate the potential for hu-
rnanerrorandmisthma’thhgmalhmsacnm
as well as the identification of new opportunities that
could enhance the operations of an enterprise.

Process maps could ensure full transparency, giving

* managers the ability tuvﬁalne actual process flows in

real time. They support 1 of the workflow's systems
stich as Salesforce, Oracle and SAP to deliver snapshots
of variations in performance, capture digital footprints,
and visualize processeszpedgﬁatwmkﬂm traces
nﬁyﬂwnheexamnedqdmmﬂstrmmmsom
systems being connected, and data being transformed
into event logs to allow for real-time connections. This
ensures conformance, tracking of metrics, automa-
tion of tasks, and cnﬂtir[m benchmarking, allowing
proactive process interventions.

In conclusion, process mining will be an effective way

els, and enhance -of allowing organizations to implement digital transfor-

n pertaining te us- *m‘mhun It would streamline processes, reduce errors,

isior Precessnﬁﬁngdnm i«“andalbwfamhmcedhmaﬁemyofﬂiem
managementand - through visualization, al%rtheurgmmaﬁon’smneﬂt

Mv@uwomnimﬁmmedm this article are

rtunity  sent those of sla Lipana & Co. The content is for general

Mmmwmmbﬂmﬁsa

T . o m m f L%
g@gmerisksfmmcomponentslntmwnen Mﬁmmm

prmnded with the data, process mining could evolve
into a laboratory to explore areas in which hypotheses
are tested and forecasts are sharpened.

- Process mining also assists in enhancing automation,
ﬁp&ﬂymﬁwlwwmn.mdmm
* automation (1A). capabilities allow busi-

". mmhmﬁmlqyﬁnlAmwmﬂm mm

" of the PWC network.

AN Bﬁm DESPIisa manageratthe
Digtal Solutions Development of Isia
+ Lipana & Co, the Phiiipping member firm

+63 (2) 8845-2728
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Amenah Pangandaman said.

P453.1-B for climate change

The Department of Budget and
Management has proposed P453.1-billion
climate change allocation for next year’s
expenditure plan.

DBM said programs addressing

climate change include avoidance of

deforestation, monitoring of national
and local climate change mitigation
actions, conservation and protection
of existing watershed and. protected
areas, support to research on climate
change adaptation, and conduct of

training on community-based climate

change adaptation and disaster risk
reduction, among others,

“Climate change, as they say, is
already here with us to stay. The
Philippines in fact is the third most
vulnerable country to the impact of
climate change, according to the 2017
World Risk Report” DBM Secretary

“We must therefore act decisively

to avert the adverse effects of climate

change. Government has in fact
increased climate change expenditures
from P289.7 billion in 2022 to P453.1
billion in 2023,” she added,

There are eight strategic priorities
of the 2023 national expenditures for
climate change, she said.

These are food security,
water security, ecosystem, and
environmental stability, human
security, climate-smart industries
and services, sustainable energy,
knowledge and capacity development,
and crosscutting,

President Ferdinand "Bongbong”
Marcos Jr. earlier vowed to increase
the funds for climate change programs
and activities by an average of at least
15 percent year = 3.

pe yearly. eHie A
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Climate deniers’ claims: Separating

HE so-called World Climate Declaration

that is supposed to be such a “savage
blow” against the “political orthodoxy” of
anthropogenic climate change is more like a
wet noodle than a whip when it comes to the
actual arguments it presents. It bases its asser-
tion that “there is no climate emergency” on
five claims, all of which have been repeatedly
debunked for years as they are either misrep-
resentations of scientific findings, outright
lies, and in one case, lunacy of a depth that’
would make Velikovsky look sane.

As I said in my previous column, there is
no debate about climate change; the basic
premise has already been accepted and
made part of the governing policy of the en-
tire world because there is a vast amount of
evidence to support it. There may be debate,
and there probably should be, about the
best ways to respond to the climate crisis,
but the question of whether or not there is
a crisis has long since been answered. That
raises another question, however: Why
should anyone continue to try to convince a
tiny, malcontented minority that refuses to
even read the scientific data lest it threaten
their ideology with uncertainty?

It is a fair question, and one that I men-
tally review every time I take up this subject,
especially after reading, and in a few cases
responding to the flood of offended com-
ments from climate deniers that inevitably
follows. Honestly, I do not expect to “con-
vert” anyone, because I do not believe that
it is within the power of human argument
to actually do that, at least when it comes
to the topic of climate change — it is a bit
like trying to convince a deeply religious
person that his God doesn't exist.

Fortunately, Earth itself will — in that
Darwinian way nature works — sort out
the climate deniers without help from me
oranyone else. There will inevitably come a
time when every climate denier will experi-
ence the effects of what Man has wrought
on the environment firsthand, and that
experience will either compel them to get
with the program, or remove them from the

human equation entirely. In the meantime,
the real point of taking them to ask for
creating and spreading disinformation is
to prevent them from encouraging people
to harm themselves and their communities.
Practices and policies that lead to a cleaner,
healthier environment are good and im-
prove our quality of life, whether there's a
specific reason for them or not; exhorting
people to resist those practices and policies
is simply malicious, sociopathic demagogy.

So, not for the first time and almost
certainly not the last, let us take a closer

look at the spurious arguments made

in defense of the assertion that “there
is no climate emergency”:

Natural as well as anthropogenic fac-
tors cause warming

This is certainly true, and no climate
scientist has ever suggested otherwise; in
fact, a large part of what makes climate
research so complex is the challenge of
accurately identifying natural cycles so that
the human impact on them can be likewise
accurately determined. Over Earth's long
history, there have been periods of global
warming and cooling, many of which were
characterized by significant increases or
decreases in greenhouse gases. What the
climate deniers leave out, however, is that
those historic increases in CO2 and meth-
ane led to serious environmental disrup-
tions, including mass extinctions. Far from
being evidence that human emissions are
inconsequential, the environmental record
is even more proof that massive increases in
greenhouse gases are lethal to life on Earth.

Warming is far slower than predicted

This assertion is simply a lie. Several
research studies already published over the
past couple of years, along with ongoing
research — which is being continuously
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M Trees cut and burned to open land for agriculture and livestock in 2021 in the Jamanxim
National Forest, part of the Amazon rainforest in Brazil. ISTOCK PHOTO

conducted for the very purpose of determin-
ing whether climate models are accurate or
not — show that the warming of the planet
has tightly tracked model predictions, dating
all the way back to even the comparatively
crude models of the 1970s.

Climate policy relies on inadequate models

As the previous assertion is false, so
is this one. Climate policy may differ
from place to place, and thus be more
or less effective, but it is all based on
the same set of accurate data.

More CO2 is favorable for nature,
greening our planet

This is the most ridiculous of the claims
made in the so-called World Climate Declara-
tion. Plants do indeed need CO2, but more
CO2 in the atmosphere does not create more
plants. As the world's forest cover disappears at
an accelerating rate, the amount of CO2 that
plant life can absorb from the atmosphere is
constantly decreasing, while the amount of
CO2 being pumped into the atmosphere by
human activity increases — to the point that
there is now more CO2 in the atmosphere
than at any time in the past 800,000 years,
with far less plant life to absorb it.

Global warming has not increased
natural disasters

The best answer to this assertion is “yes

and no” because this is the aspect of cli-

mate science that is the most complicated
and bears the largest degree of uncertainty.
While scientists have nailed down broad
climate trends — increasing CO2 levels, in-
creasing sea and atmospheric temperatures
— and certain broad effects, such as overall
increase in the global average temperature
and sea level, the models are not as ac-
curate for predicting short-term, regional
effects. It is a matter of scale; a model built
on a dataset that encompasses the entire

globe over a timescale of millennia has

limitations if applied to a specific country
or region for a period of decades or years. |
Nonetheless, some specific, real-time ef-
fects have been accurately connected to the
warming of the planet over the past 250 to
300 years since the beginning of the Indus-
trial Age. Global warming has established a
hotter baseline for summer temperatures,
which dramatically increases the odds of
more frequent, more extreme, and longer-
lasting heat waves, which in turn increase
the likelihood of more frequent and ex-
treme weather events — including more
extreme winter weather, due to the pole-
ward shift of'warmer sea and atmospheric
temperatures altering weather patterns.

ben.kritz@manilatimes.net
Twitter: @benkritz
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Nillion Trees Tatds scientific study
on medicinal values of Narra tree -

By JONATHAN L. MAYUGA
¥ @jonlmayuga

HE Million Trees Foundation
Inc. (MTFI) has lauded a re-
port by De la Salle Dasmari-
flas College of Pharmacy, which

‘revealed the antioxidant proper-

ties of the bark and branch wood

~ of the critically-endangered Narra
~ hasthehighest Oxygen Radical Ab-

sorbance Capacity or ORAC scores

. .in the country and among the Top
- 10in the world.

: tists at the National Institute of

j A mchOd developed by scien-

Health and Aging to measure the
antioxidant capacity of different

foods, ORAC is also the unit of

measure of antioxidants which
is the body’s natural defense ver-

sus harmful compounds that are’

linked to multiple illnesses, in-
cluding weakened immunity, dia-
betes, heart disease and cancer.

ORAC scores of all methods tested

displayed similarly high levels of
‘antioxidant potency.

 Reacting to the report; Retired
Police General Reynaldo V. Velasco,

‘chairman emeritus of MTFI said

the findings only proves that na-
tive trees are precious and they
‘have medicinal value waiting to
e tapped.

“It is a matter of time that
cure to various illnesses could

be discovered and developed

__to pursue our ambitious goal of

' drew Velasco.

into life-saving drugs that can
help save millions of lives,” he
said.

Theformerchairmanandadmin-
istrator of the Metropolitan Water-
worksand Sewerage System (MWSS)
is the prime mover of the success-
ful Annual Million Trees Challenge
(AMTC) that saw the planting of
5.2 million trees in five years from
2017 to 2021.

The MTFI, which was estab-
lished to sustain the gains of the
AMTC, targets to plant 10 millien
more trees in critical watersheds
in various parts of the co:mtiay
by 2030.

“These landmark findings
about the medicinal value of the
Narra tree give us more reasons

planting 10 more million trees
by 2030,” said MTFI President
and Executive Director Melan- |

It was learned that over the
years, native trees planted in Ipo-

* Angat watersheds, through AMTC *

and MTFI stakeholders, include
Narra, Batino, Malaruhat, Ram-
butan, Cacao, Guyabano, Bayog,

- Kawayan Tinik, Malaruhat, White -

Lauan, Mala-igot, Malapapapaya, -
Makaasim, Lipote, Ipil, among oth-
ers. Variousnativetree speaeshave f
also been planted by the roup in
La Mesa and areas aroun

. =4
de Bay, %@r@ and Upp }
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HEAT WAVES, WILDFIRES TO WORSEN

AIR POLLUTION - UN

GENEVA: More frequent and intense heat
waves and wildfires driven by climate
change are expected to worsen the qual-
ity of the air we breathe, harming human
health and ecosystems, the UN warned
Wednesday.

A new report from the UN’s World
Meteorological Organization (WMO)
cautioned that the interaction between
pollution and climate change would im-
pact hundreds of millions of people over
the coming century, and urged action to
rein in the harm.

The WMOQ'’s annual Air Quality and
Climate Bulletin examined the impacts
of large wildfires across Siberia and
western North America in 2021, finding

that they produced widespread increases
in health hazards, with concentrations
in eastern Siberia reaching “levels not
observed before.” Tiny particles with a

diameter of less than 2.5 micrometers

are considered particularly harmful since
they can penetrate deep into the lungs
or cardiovascular system.

“As the globe warms, wildfires and
associated air pollution are expected to
increase, even under a low emissions
scenario,” WMO chief Petteri Taalas said
in a statement.

“In addition to human health impacts,
this will also affect ecosystems as air pol-
lutants settle from the atmosphere to
Earth's surface.”

‘Foretaste of the future’

At the global scale, there has been
a reduction over the past two decades
in the total burned area, as a result of
decreasing numbers of fires in savannas
and grasslands.

But WMO said that some regions like
western North America, the Amazon and
Australia were seeing far more fires.

Even beyond wildfires, a hotter cli-
mate can drive up pollution and worsen
air quality.

Taalas pointed out that severe heatwaves
in Europe and China this year, coupled
with stable high atmospheric conditions,
sunlight and low wind speeds, had been

EDITORIAL CARTOON

“conducive to high pollution levels,”
warning that “this is a foretaste of the
future.” “We expect a further increase in
the frequency, intensity and duration of
heatwaves, which could lead to even worse
air quality,” he said.

This phenomenon is known as the
“climate penalty,” which refers to how
climate change amplifies ground-level
ozone production, which negatively im-
pacts air quality.

In the stratosphere, ozone provides
important protection from cancer-causing
ultraviolet rays, but closer to the ground it
is very hazardous for human health.

If emission levels remain high, this

. climate penalty is expected to account for

“a fifth of all surface ozone concentration
increase,” WMO scientific officer Lorenzo
Labrador told reporters.

He warned that most of that increase
will happen over Asia, "and there you
have about one quarter of the entire
world population.” The WMO called for
action, stressing that “a worldwide carbon
neutrality emissions scenario would limit
the future occurrence of extreme ozone
air pollution episodes.” The report points
out that air quality and climate are inter-
connected, since chemicals that worsen
air quality are normally co-emitted with
greenhouse gases.

“Changes in one inevitably cause
changes in the other,” it said. AFP
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Carlos P. Garcia and the civil service
Philippines has three inde- IHARVARD  meritand fitness as determined by

pendent constitutional com-
missions: the Commission on
Audit, the Commission on Elec-
tions, and the Civil Service Com-
mission or the CSC. The CSC was
formally established on Sept.19,
1900 through Public Law 5, “An Act
for the Establishment and Mainte-
nance of an Efficient and Honest
Civil Service in the Philippine
Islands.” The 1935 Constitution
“firmly established the merit system
as the basis for employment in gov-
ernment,” and on June 19, 1959,
a new era for the civil service was
ushered in with the approval of the
amendments and revision of the
laws relative to the Philippine Civil
Service which converted the Bureau
of Civil Service into the Civil Service
Commission with department sta-
tus by President Carlos P. Garcia.
Carlos P. Garcia became presi-
dent of the Philippines in March
1957, upon the death of President
Ramon Magsaysay, and was elected
to a full four-year term the same
year. President Garcia's adminis-
tration was praised for his Filipino
First Policy and the assistance of
Filipino entrepreneurs to make ven-
tures in industries dominated by
non-Filipinos. Well received, calls
to “expand the scope of the policy
to include other spheres of society
such as education” were made. It
was also during this time that the
CSCwas strengthened, establishing
a system that is characterized by
strict observance of the merit, fit-
ness and equality principles in the
selection of employees for appoint-
ment to positions in government.
The new Civil Service Law was
“one of the most progressive mer-
it systems in the world” at that
time, with its mandate to pro-
mote morale, efficiency, integrity,

VERITAS

JOSE B.
o JIMENEZ 3RD

responsiveness, progressiveness
and courtesy in the Civil Service;
to adopt measures to strengthen
the merit and reward system; to
integrate all human resources de-
velopment programs for all level
and ranks; and to institutionalize
a management climate conducive
to public accountability.

Section 2 reads: “The general
purpose of this Act is to insure
and promote the constitutional

‘mandate regarding appointments

only according to merit and fitness,

_and to provide within the public

service a progressive system of
personnel administration to insure
the maintenance of an honest, ef-
ficient, progressive and courteous
civil service in the Philippines.”
The origin of the modern
meritocratic civil service in the
Philippines, as well as for other
countries, can be traced back to
imperial China. It was then the
practice to conduct imperial ex-
aminations which were designed
to select the best administrative
officials for the state’s bureau-
cracy. This system was directly
responsible for the creation of a
class of scholar-bureaucrats irre-
spective of their family pedigree.
Originally, appointments to the
bureaucracy were “based on the
patronage of aristocrats.”
Through generations, our civil
service has progressively evolved
amid the challenges of the chang-
ing political landscapes of the
country, but always staying true to
its mandate that entry to the Ca-
reer Executive Service is based on

competitive examination, or based
on highly technical qualifications.
Presidential Decree 1 dated
Sept. 24, 1972 created the
Career Executive Service Board
(CESB) to serve as the govern-
ing body of the Career Executive
Service (CES); to “promulgate
rules, standards and procedures
on the selection, classifica-
tion, compensation and career
development of members,” to
“form a continuing pool of
well-selected and development-
oriented career administrators
who shall provide competent
and faithful service,” and to
operate as a public personnel
system separate from that of
the first two levels of positions
in the Philippine civil service.
The CES operates on the “rank
concept.” Career Executive Ser-
vice Officers (CESOs) are “ap-
pointed” to ranks and “assigned”
to CES positions. As such, they
can be re-assigned or trans-
ferred from one CES position
to another and from one office
to another but no oftener than
once every two years. It is a sys-
tem that is similar to that of the
Armed Forces and the Foreign
Service, where officers are ap-
pointed to ranks and assigned
to positions. For CES, these are
the positions of undersecretary,
assistant secretary, bureau direc-
tor, assistant bureau director,
regional director, assistant re-
gional director, chief of depart-
ment service and such other
positions of equivalent rank, as
may be identified by the board.
Previous efforts have been
made by the CESB and the Na-
tional Defense College of the
Philippines (NDCP) to integrate

the CES eligibility process into the
Master of National Security Ad-
ministration (MNSA) program of
the NDCP. The National Defense
College of the Philippines is the
center of excellence in educational
and policy development for stra-
tegic and dynamic leaders in na-
tional defense and security, with
its MNSA program, uniquely in-
tegrating the political, economic,
sacio-cultural, techno-scientific,
environmental and military di-
mensions of national security
administration. And just last year,
Executive Order (EO) 145, an
executive order granting CESO
rank to graduates of the MNSA
program of the NDCP was signed.
Its purpose is “to deepen the pool
of leader-managers in govern-
ment, and further strengthen the
quality of policy formulation and
governance in the public sector.”
There is a saying that goes,
take the civil service out of the
government and the country will
collapse, take the politics out of
the government and the country
will flourish. Truly, it is not the
pompous politicians who run
our country but our civil servants,
day in, day out, unsung, unac-
knowledged and uncelebrated.

The author has a degree in psy-
chology from the University of
the Philippines and completed
two executive programs at Har-
vard University, first in 2005 at
the Harvard Kennedy School in
Cambridge, Massachusetis, and
thesecond in 2015 at the Kadlir Has
Universitesi in Istanbul, Turkey:. He
has a master’s degree in national
security administration and has
the rank of commander in the
Philippine Navy and is the recipi-
ent of two Bronze Cross medals.
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Cash for trash launched'ih

BACOLOD CITY: The Bacolod City
government and its garbage
collection contractor, IPM-
Construction and Development
Corp. (IPM-CDC), launched
on Monday the “Trash to Cash-
back” program that provides

incentives for recyclable items

brought to the commun‘ity
drop-off centers.

Mayor Alfredo Abelardo 'Al-
bee” Benitez said the program
is one way to achieve effective
zero waste management, which
is one of his administration’s
priority programs.

“If your trash can be ex-
changed for cash, would you
still throw it away? We are
thinking that if the trash has
value and we can get something
out of it, you would not want

to throw it away anymore,

Benitez said during the flag-
raising ceremony at the Bacolod
Government Center grounds on

Monday.
The mayor acknowledged
that waste segregation has been

~ difficult to do despite years of
“campaigns by the government

and environmental groups.
“I've been hearing about seg-
regation for several years now.

All the local government units,
the national government, and
‘the nongovernment organiza-

tions say we need to segregate,
but it’s difficult to do. It's hard

to discipline people to segregate

at source,” he added.
“One of my priority projects

is torid the city of waste, but ad-

mittedly, it is hard to discipline

ugngaumydaﬂehensmmfwaihatllrﬂasumim—

people and make them follow
roper waste segregation. So
th tﬁought of the said idea

urase people. wmmle

it

to en
tlm

Thmugh the pmgrh resi-  p.

dents af -olod are encouraged
to properly segregate recyclables
at the source and exchange these
at My Basurero Eco-community
(MBE-C) Centers.

Benitez also said that one of

the plans of ]ﬁsiadmmlstrahon A

is to build a centralized recovery
recycling complex in the city.
Lester Maj.eol IEM-CDC Tepre-

;iroper ségregatian of umfe at
source. L T

community Center. CONTRIBUTED PHOTO

Al rmible items will’ be
mcenﬁ?&zed ‘We will provlag

you with environm

ofthe'!‘rash to Cashb&d: program,
usmg one vahd gmaﬂ address, or

-"“
cashback card. : :
Through this A1CCOL
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AVIDA TOWERS  MAKATI  WEST
CONDOMINIUM CORPORATION,

Applicant.

NOTICE OF HEARING

This is an application for Cerlificate of Public Convenience to operate and maintain
a walerworks system within Avida Towers Makati West Condominium, Barangay San
Antonio, Makati City, Metro Manila, with the following proposed rates.

Case No, 22-3390

PROPOSED TARIFF
Residential and Commercial

Size [05mi(min) [ 610m' | 1120m’' | 2130m’ | 3140m® [Overd0m’
[ 1 ; P150.50 3770 | 4520 || S270 | 8030 | 6040

This application will be initially heard by the Board on 26 September 2022 The
hearing will start at 9:00 o’ clock in the morning al the NWRB-WUD Conference Room,

Bth Floor, NIA Building, EDSA, Quezon City, al which fime applicant shall present its
evidence.

At least fifteen (15) days prior to the scheduled hearing, applicant shall publish
this nolice once in a newspaper of general circulation in Metro Manila and serve by
personal delivery or registered mail a copy of the (i) application and its attachments, and
(i) this notice, to all affected parties appearing on page 2 hereof.

Parties opposed to the granting of the application must file their written opposition
supported by documentary evidence on or before the above scheduled date of hearing,
fumnishing a copy of the same 1o the applicant.

Failure on the part of any person affected to file its opposition on time and to appear

at the hearing will be construed as a waiver of their right to be heard The Board will
mmmw .

proceed 1o hear and decide the

Likewise, failure by the applicant to-appear at the hearing shall amount lo Jack of
interest on its part and the instant application shall be dismissed accordingly.

WMWMMMMWWRWM
this 21st day of July 2022,

By Authority of the Board:

Dr. SEVILLO D! DAVID, JR., CESO Iil
Executive Director

Sangguniang Panlungsod

The Barangay Chairman

Makati City, Metro Manila

The Homeowners Assn. President
Avida Towers Makati Wes!t Condo,
Barangay Pio del Pilar
Makati City, Metro Manila

The Administrator
n Waterworks & Sewerage System

(PDI--September 08, 2022)

Republic of the
Hm_
NATHK WATER RESOURCES BOARD
" Floor NIA Bldg.. EDEA, Difiman, Quezon City. Philipploes 1100

AVIDA TOWERS CEBU CONDOMINIUM
CORPORATION, :

Case No. 22-3381
Applicant.

x X

NOTICE OF HEARING

This is an application for Certificate of Public Convenience to operate and mantain a
waterworks system within Avida Towers Cebu Condominium, Barangay Apas, Cebu Gity,
province of Cebu, with the following proposed rates:

PROPOSED TARIFF
Residential and Commercial
Pipe See | 0-5m’ (min) | B-10m* | 11-20m' | 2130m® | 3140m’ | Over40m’ |
12 | P38400 | 9000 | 10010 | 12730 | 14550 21813 |

- This application will be initialty heard by the Board on 26 Seplember 2022 The
hearing will start at 9:00 o’ clock in the morning at the NWRB-WUD Conlerence Room,
Bth Fioor, NIA Building, EDSA, Quezon City, at which time applicant shall present its
evidence.

At least fifteen (15) days prior to the scheduled hearing, applicant shall publish
this notice once in a newspaper of general circuiation in the province of Cebu 2nd serve
by personal delivery or registered mail a copy of the (i) application and Its altachments,
and (ii) this notice, to all aftected parties appearing on page 2 hereof.

Parties opposed to the granting of the application must file ther wiitten opposition
supported by documentary evidence on or before the above scheduled date of hearing,
furnishing a copy of the same to the applicant.

Failure on the part of any person affected to file its oppasition on time and (o appear
at the heanng will be construed as a waiver of their right 1o be heard. The Board will
proceed to hear and decide the application based on the evidence submiiied ]

Likewise, failure by the applicant to appear at the hearing shall amount 1o lack of
interest on its part and the instant application shall be dismissed accordingly

Witness the Honorable Executive Director of the National Water Fesources Doard
this 21st day of July 2022.

By Authority of the Board:

Dr, SEVILLO DI DAVID, JR , CESO (Il
Executive Direclor

The Secretary
Sangguniang
Cebu City, Cebu
The Barangay Chairman

Cebu City, Catm

The Homeowners Assn. President
Avida Towers Cebu Condominium,
Barangay Apas, Cebu City, Cebu
mmw

{PDI—September 08 _2022)
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 interest on its part and the instant application shall be

i ,wfhwemmmummmRmm
this 21st day of July 2022 e
; By Authority of the Board:
Dr. SEVILLO D! DAVID, JR., CESO M
ot :

AT e T

™ Fioor NIA Biag.. EDSA, Diliman, Guezon City, Philppines 1100

AVIDA  TOWERS SAN LORENZO
CONDOMINIUM CORPORATION,

Applicant

Case No. 22-3398

NOTICE OF HEARING

mismanmmucmwmmmmmwmmm
awmmwmhaMTMsSanLummmmmuumanyﬁodel
PﬂummMmuMnmmummm

PROPOSED TARIFF
Residential and Institutional

e Size | 0:5m 1-20m! | 21300 | 3140m | Overddm®
= 5440 81.70

This application will be initially heard by the Board on 26 September 2022 The
hearing will start at 9:00 o’ clock in the morning at the NWRB-WUD Conference Room,
8th Floor, nmmu.smammw.nmmmwtmumtﬁ

. At least fifteen (15) days prior to the scheduled hearing, applicant shall publish

this nolice once in a newspaper of general circulation in Metro Manila and serve by
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- Likewise, failure by the - o at the shall amount to lack of




