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UPDATES ON EPR LAW — Senator Cynthia Villar asks
officials of the Department of Environment and Natural
Resources (DENR) for updates on the implementing
rules and regulations (IRR) of the Extended Producer
Responsibility (EPR) Act during the organizational
meeting of the Senate Committee on Environment and
Natural moiur:e&aﬁ%ﬁi%a@ on Tuesday, Sept. 6,
2022. (Photo from the Senate PRIB)
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CLEAN UP AT DOLOMITE BEACH. Members of the Philippine Coast Guard

mite Beach on September 6. The PCG said it

: nize a cleanup at Manila Dolo
N eid o - du%the maﬂﬁemgxentawmgc

has collected more than 50 bags of
tlonﬁﬂtfaﬁve o«ﬁw
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(Part3)

nder the leadership of former

Secretary of Agriculture Wil-

liam Dar, working closely with
4 private Advisory Group (resembling
what President Ferdinand Marcos, Jr.
has assembled early on in his presiden-
tial term), a new thinking was introduced
into the Department of Agriculture (DA}
to address directly the obstacles iden-
tified to agricultural development and
food security enumerated in the earlier
pieces in this series. A major feature of
this “new thinking” is the wholistic ap-
proach that made sure that the target
for increased productivity and effective-
ness was not limited to the farming sec-
tor but embraced the whole agribusiness
value chain, from farming to downstream
activities such as post-harvest (e.g, har-
vesting, drying, milling, etc) as well as
processing, warehousing, cold storage,
logistics, wholesale, retailing and down
to the ultimate consumers.

By shifting the focus away from mere
farming to the entire agribusiness value
chain, there will be efforts to increase
the productivity not only of the farmers
but also all the links of the value chain.
In this way, the results will be quality
and nutritious food (i.e, food safety), at
affordable prices (i.e., price stability
and sustainability). With a wholistic ap-
proach to the entire agribusiness sector,
our farmers will be rendered competitive
with tillers from neighboring countries
and selected producing nations in the
world. We should especially compare our
agribusiness sector to our neighboring
countries in the ASEAN, such as Thai-
land, Indonesia, and Vietnam that have
more or less similar natural resource

endowments,

[t has to be stressed that “food suf-
ficiency™ is not the ultimate objective,
since no country in the world hasbecome
completely food sufficient. The more
realistic goal is “food security” which
accepls the reality that not all food can
be produced cheaply within the country
because of agro-climatic limitations. The
abvious examples are milk, soybeans, ap-
ples, oranges, and grapes. I still remem-
ber the tragi-comic example in the 1970s
of planters in the Philippines trying to
produce grapes profitably. Much money
~ that could have been more profitably
spent on increasing the supply of onions,
garlic, papaya, and mangoes — was wast-
ed in the futile attempts to grow grapes in
the tropical setting of the Philippines. We
can never ignore the importance of inter-
national trade in ensuring an adequate
supply of quality and nutritious food at
affordable prices for the consumers. This
woyld be especially crucial to the most
vulnerable in our population, babies and
children, who need milk for their healthy
growth, especially for their brains.

Replacing the goal of “food suffi-
ciency” with the more realistic one of
“food security,” the DA (now under the
President himself) can position the agri-
| cultural sector in a larger context of poli-
cies that take into account the dynamics
of the entire range of players who are
involved, from input supply and produc-
tion, aggregation, processing, transport-
and consumption of food products that

Addressing the challenge/o

HUMAN SIDE

OF ECONOMICS
BERNARDO M. VILLEGAS

proceed from the agriculture, fisheries
and forestry (AFF) sector, We have to be
thanlkful to the leadership in the DA of the
last Administration for contributing this
new way of looking at food security, It is
an all-encompassing fresh system which
takes account all the major dimensions
or sub-systems — economic, social and
environmental — that can have a ripple
effect on the entire system and must be

primarily considered when pursuingfood .

security and sustainability. By adopting
the systems thinking approach, the DA
will be enabled to quickly respond to feed-
back loops within the system, mapping
out impacts, as well as vulnerabilities and
risks, thus identifying effective interven-
tions for stronger food security.

Probably because of a silo mindset,
previous leaderships of the Agriculture
department failed to take a wholistic ap-
proach to understanding and responding
to the challenges besetting the Philippine
agriculture (more precisely, agribusi-
ness) sector. As a consequence of this
limited approach, the DA had a bias in
its budget programming in favor of pro-
duction and production subsidies. This
bias could explain the slow growth of the
agricultural and fisheries sector,

A more controversial issue, however,
is whether or not the DA has been getting
its fair share of the national budget, con-

sidering the greatest importance of food
security and sustainability for the coun-
try, not only to attain high GDP growth
but, more importantly, to significantly
reduce mass poverty. The DA has been
vocal about the necessity of exponentially
augmenting general appropriations for
the sector. The very slow growth of in-
come generated by the agricultural sector
has been attributed by DA officials to the
meager percentage of the general budget
that it has been receiving. Over the last 10
years, the Philippines has allotted only an
average of L5% of its total budget to AFF
sector. This pales in comparison to the
shares in the total government budgets
enjoyed by the AFF sectors of other ASE-
AN countries such as Vietnam (6.5%),
Indonesia (3%) and Malaysia (2.3%).

Tt will not be smooth sailing, however,
for President Marcos Jr. as concurrent
Secretary of Agriculture, to convince
the Philippine Congress to increase the
budget of agriculture because some very
powerful members of the Senate (which
include the President's sister, Senator
Imee Mareos) have been very critical
about how some officials of the DA in
the last Administration had miserably
underspent their budgets,

In a recent hearing of the Senate
committee on agriculture, Senators

Cynthia Villar and Imee Marcos lashed

out at officials of the Philippine Cen-
ter for Postharvest Development and
Mechanization (PhilMech) for grossly
underspending their budgeted amounts
to help rice farmers improve their eam-

velopment:

ing too much by taking upon himself the
responsibility of leading the Department
of Agriculture, I consider the next six
years as very crucial in our finally ad-
dressing the weakest link, the Achilles
heel of the Philippine economy,

I would like President Marcos Jr. to
be known in the future as the leader who
finally brought the Philippine agribusi-
ness sector to the same level as those of
ourneighbors such as Thailand, Vietnam,
and Malaysia. He does not have to rein-
vent the wheel. He can learn much from
the recent experiences of these South-
east Asian tigers.

If I were to choose two sectors that
should be given special priority by the
President, I would focus on the High
Value Crops Development Program
(HVCDP) and the coconut industry
which can have the greatest impact in
reducing mass poverty.

The Marcos Jr. Administration can
build on what had been started in the
last Administration, Coffee shows great
promise, and here we can Jearn a great
deal from Vietnam which almost over-
night became the second largest exporter
of coffee in the world, following Brazil.
Despite the 3% decline in area dedicated
to coffee, there was a 1% increase in pro-
duction from 2018 to 2020, which could
be attributed to tree rehabilitation ef-
forts and assistance given to farmers in

| farminputs, training and machinery,

The production volume of cacao rose

5 by an average of 10.5% from 2016 to 2020,

2 thanks tothe intensified expansion of pro-
& duction areas, improvement in farm prac-

ings through increased mechanization
of their farms, which was mandated by
Republic Act No, 11203, or the Rice Tarif-
fication Law (RTL). According to Senator
Villar, one of the most vocal advocates
for improving agricultural productivity

in the Philippines, she agreed to the pas-

sage of the RTL mainly because the tariff
revenues to be generated were supposed
to benefit the farmers through the sup-
port theywill get for farm mechanization
and purchase of superior quality seeds.
The Senator was justly angered to find
out that the PhilMech was able to spend
only 3.2% of its budget. Also castigated
by Senator Villar was the Bureau of Soils
and Water Management (BSWM) for its
failure to distribute to farmers compost-
ing facilities for biodegradable wastes
which could have helped them

% tices, and rehabilitation of cacao trees.

Under Bayanihan II, DA-HVCDP es-
tablished 52 Urban Mushroom Houses,
180 Community Gardens, 266 Green-
houses with Deep Irrigation and/or Hy-
droponies Systems which can produce
an average of 3 metric tons of leafy veg-
etables per site annually,

Seven units of the country’s first-ever
climate resilient-monolithic dome-type
cold storages and packing houses in vari-
ous regions were also established during
the last Administration, Each facility can
store a maximum of 350 metric tons of
agricultural products to prolong shelf life
and maintain their quality.

Finally, in partnership with the
Bangsamoro Autonomous Region in
Muslim Mindanao's Ministry of Agricul-
ture, Fisheries and Agrarian Reform and
the Korea International Cooperation
Agency, a total of 39 smart greenhouses
were established in four major regions

the high cost of fertilizers.

Asilver liningin this present Adminis-
tration, though, may be that as Secretary
of Agriculture, President Marcos Jr. may
beable to crack the whip and attain great-
erunity of purpose and action among the
different departments and agencies in
the Executive branch that have to dowith
the entire agribusiness value chain.

He should start by making sure that
the related departments of Agriculture,

. Agrarian Reform, and Natural Resources

—supported by the departments of Trade
and Industry, Transport and Public
Works and Highways — will address the
entire agribusiness value chain as one
unit. Although I respect the contrary
opinion that the President may be chew-

to demonstrate the advanced produc-
tion technology of tomatoes, bell pepper
and other high-value crops, which can be
replicated and adopted by the farmers.
These technologies could very well
address the recent shortages of onions
and garlic that hit the first months of the
Marcos Jr, Administration.
(To be continued)

BERNARDO M. VILLEGAS has 3 Ph.D, in Economics from
Mumrmamumum
aadthPatfr and a visiling professor

4 2t the |ESE Business Schoal
n Barcelona, Spain. He was

amember of the 186
Consttutional Commission.
Bemardoiliegas@uap.asta
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BULACAN Gov. Daniel Fer-
nando inspected on Tuesday
the illegal mining operation
-authorities halted due to lack
of operating permit.

The quarry is located in a

five-hectare lot in a hidden farm-
land in Sitio Alimasag, Barangay
Camangyanan, Santa Maria, Bula-
can where high-grade escombro, a
type of natural resource, is being
mined without authorization.
The operation to close the mine
was done by personnel from the
Bulacan Environment and Natural
" Resources Office (Benro) and the

- Criminal Investigation and Detec-
tion Group-Provincial Field Unit
(CIDG-PFU) on Friday.

'The governor was disappointed

. when he saw the giant pit where
29,625 cubic meters of escombro

have been reportedly excavated.
Fernando said five people whose
names were withheld for the time
being were arrested. :
The governor also instructed
_Benro chief Atty. Julius Degala and
Bulacan CIDG provincial officer
Maj. Banate Tabigo-on to further
investigate why and how the mine
has operated without a permit.

ingof Fiaﬁndal Ordinance C-005
individuals will be charged with and violation of Executive Order
mineral theft under Section 103 of 21, series of 2022.

Degala said the five arrested

Republic Act 7942, lllegal Quarry- - - FREDERICK SILVERIO
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Poor air quality

By Patricia B. Mirasol reporter

of Filipinos nationwide. However, Fili-
pinos would continue to suffer and [be]
more ptible to TB if we allow the

AIR POLLUTION has an unequal im-
pact on health, with the most vulner-
able people bearing the brunt of its ill
effects, according to Greenpeace.

In a report released on Sept. 1, the in-
dependent global campaigning network
said that socioeconomic deprivation in-
creases an individual’s vulnerability to air
pollution and chronic health conditions.

Among them is tuberculosis (TB), a
continuing problem in the Philippines,
which has the third highest TB preva-
lence rate in the world and where nearly
10 million people reside in urban slums.

“We have [made] significant strides
in TB control and improving the health

continued deterioration of the qual-
ity of the air that we breathe,” said Mi-

chelle Lang-Alli, director of the Office .

of Health at USAID Philippines, at a we-
binar organized by non-profit human
development organization FHI 360.
‘An estimated 66,000 Filipinos die
every year due to poor air quality. The
economic cost of ambient air pollution
is P4.5 trillion, roughly equivalent to
$87 billion, said Climate Change Com-

missioner Rachel Anne S. Herreraat the

same webinar.

‘This cost is 23% of the country’s

gross domestic product in 2019, she
added, citing a November 2021 study by

Athe Institute for Climate and Sustain-

able Cities and the Center for Research
on Energy and Clean Air.
According to the Greenpeace report,

~Benguet, Rizal, and Metro Manila have

the worst air quality in the Philippines.

- BREAKING DOWN SILOS

There is a need to break down silos

" among agencies toward the develop-

ment of green technologies needed for
climate-resilient communities, said
Ms. Herrera, adding that legislators
are looking to update the Clean Air Act
0f 1999, =

“We recognize that we should lookaat. .
long-term solutions,” she said in a Sept.
6 e-mail. “Our health sector must be re-
silient and must be strengthened — so it
can protect the most vulnerable against
climate change.”

increases TB risk

Integration between climate and
health is possible through research and
advocacy, said Dr. Rosalind G. Vianzon,
head of the healthy settings and environ-
ment division of the Health Promotion
Bureau of the Department of Health.

“We will review healthy settings like
homes, schools, and workplaces, and adopt
alife-cycleapproach, sowe can understand
how climate change affects the health of
babies, children and adults,” she said.

'The National Government has ear-
marked P296.3 billion for the health
sector in 2023, a 10.4% increase from its
2022 budget.

_The proposed National Expenditure
Program for 2023 will include P453 bil-
lion for climate change adaptation and
mitigationprogramsand projects, 56.4%
higher than the P289.73 billion for 2022.
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HP to recycle 1.2 million tons of hardware by 2025

HP Inc. launched the “HP Supplies
Impact” Program to enable channel
partners to help HP commercial
users increase their ink and toner
cartridge recycling across the. Phil-

ippines, Austtalia, Korea, Malaysia, -

and Singapore, with New Zealand
and Thailand to follow later this vear.

The ASEAN (Association of
Southeast Asian Nations) region

is increasingly in the spotlight as

a source of ocean-bound plastic.

pollution, which the World Bank
has recognized with a US$2() mil-
lion grant to support the current
Southeast Asia Regional Program
on Combating Marine Plastics.

HP’s new initiative encoutages
businesses of all sizes to turn ad-hoc
recycling events into a simple, seam-
less, continuous practice, helping HP
customers and partnets conttibute
more to sustainability efforts while
aligning with HP’s global mission to
recycle 1.2 million tons of hﬂndwaﬁe
and supplies by 2025.

*“Our aimis to connm:a]lymcmase

the collection and recycling of Otigi-
nal HP supplies across Southeast
Asian countties like the Philippines
with sustainability today an absolute
imperative for abetter environment,
society, and business. HP Supplies

Impact makes sustainability more

attainable for customers of all sizes
and sectors,” Samir Shah, HP’s Vice
President and Head of Print Cat-

egoty, Greater Asia said.
“This is in line with our sustainable

impact goal —guided by the belief that

fact, it has beeme-f

footprint and close the loop,” added
Christian Reyes, Managing Director
of HP Philippines.

To simplify the rccychrlg proc-.

ess for customers, HP is providing
biodegradable green recycling bags
to pattners from the HP Amplify
Impact program, who will distribute
these to customers during regulatly
scheduled visits. Customers can de-
posit all used HP ink and tonet
cartridges into the recycling bags™
for convenient collection by HP
_partnets, who then pass a,l],cqllecg:d
S&zpphes to the HP

goal to enroll at least 50 percent of

Amplify partners in the Amplify Im-
pact program by 2025. A voluntary
initiative within the global HP Am-
plify program, it provides more than
10,000 partners with the opportunity
to join HP in its efforts to generate
meaningful impactacross climate ac-
tion, human rights, and digital equity.
In the Phﬂlppmcs, 38 percent of its
managed resellers already signed up
under the Amplify Impact program
vetsus the target of 30 percent by
Aprl 2022,

. “The strength and reach of our
partner and customer network are
a huge asset and by bringing out
partners wlth us on this journey, we
can work togetht:t to create a more
sustainable and just world. HP
Supplies Impact helps our Amplify
Impact partners forge a unique

‘movement to deliver long-term

sustainability while d.lf'ﬁ:rcntlatmg
themselves competitively,” said
David Tan, Head of Channels and

: Supphcs, chater Asia, HP.
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- ENVIRONMENT
- CHAMPIONS.
Mandaluyong City’s
Palit Basura Project wins
the top prize in Manila
Water Co’s Kampeon ng
Kalikasan as the water
distributor marks the
.~ 10th year of its Toka Toka
advocacy. The winning
- program highlights the
community’s sustainable
that protects waterways
from further pollution.
Manila Water honored
three outstanding
~ environmental programs
and 84 barangays within
the East Zone concession
area that reached or
_ exceeded desludging
targets for 2021.
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1wcINYONG
LINGKOD

Paglilinaw ng PAGASA, -

hindi pa kabilang si Super Ty-

phoon Henry o “Hinnamnor™

;.?;‘é;?‘;gbwanmw

o at pumasok sa PAR

yo, pinalakas naman nﬂoang

Habagat kung kaya naging
maulan sa halos buong Lu-
zon at"Metro Manila nitong
nagdaang Biyemes, Sabado
atlinggo. - -

Kaya sabi ng weather bu-
reau, asahan ang maulang
buwamﬂom%

sangaﬁﬁbundmm
gingLuzon.

Kaugnay , hagpaala-
lasiNWHBoNahondWatar
Resources Board executive
director Dr. Sevillo David sa
publiko na samantalahin ang

- pagbuhos ng malakas na ulan

sakanilangmga lugar at mag-
ipon ng rain water na maaa-

- ring magamit sa mga pang-
pangangaila-

kah:adm panglinis
ngan ng ng
hahayatkoaqpaumxhessa
banyo, at iba pa.

Batay sa s elevation

_MmmmeSSo

.andSeweregeSystem ba-

gamat sunod-sunod ang pag-
ulan sa Mero Manila, hindi na-
man ito direktang bumubuhos

.

yembre 2022, ang lebel ng tu-
big sa Angat Dam ay nasa
177.19 meters, mas mababa

vel na 180 meters. Mas Iab
pang bumaba sa normal hi
water level (NHWL) na 210 me-
ters.

bahay na ikunsidera na ang
paglslaaavngrmm”?}:hr
vesting para matiyak na mali-
msmgtubngmmnamﬁwn
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Indonesia may export more coal,
fertilizerto Philippines — Marcos

PRESIDENT Ferdinand R. Marcos, Jr.on Tues-
day said he discussed the possibility of securing -
coal and fertilizer supply from Indonesia dur-
ing his meeting with President Joko Widodo.

Mr. Marcos, who ended his state visit to
Indonesia on Tuesday, said he “brought up”
agriculture with Mr. Widodo because that’s

“a very 1mportant subject that needs to be
discussed.”

- “We talked about the posmbxhty of them
supplying us with fertilizer, with urea from
Indonesia,” he told reporters in Jakarta, based
on a transcript provided by Malacanang.

As a net importer of fertilizer, the Philip-

pines isyulnerable to global supply disrup-

tions and price fluctuations.

Fertilizer prices have sharply increased in
recent months as supply was affected by the
Russm»Ukz‘nme war. Russia is the world’s blg-
gest supplier of fertilizer.

The Philippines’ primary sources of ferti]-
izer imports from 2018 to 2021 are China
(40.66%), Indonesia (16.70%), and Malaysia
(12.20%), according to data from the Fertilizer
and Pesticide Authority (FPA).

In July, Mr. Marcos said he would reach out
to Indonesia, China, Russia, Malaysia, and the
United Arab Emirates to secure cheaper fertil-
izer through government-to-government deals.

During his state visit, Mr. Marcos said '

" he also asked Indonesia for assistance in

strengthening the local fisheries sector.
“I also asked for help on fisheries because I
am obsessed with the fact that the Philippines

imports galunggong. 1 can’t accept it,” he said.
“So 1 asked for help becaurse thelr fisheries

‘sector is stable.”

Mr. Marcos, 64, has promised to boost local
food production and limit imports as'much as
‘possible. But experts said this would be chal-
lenged by elevated i:nflatlnn and rising costs of
farm inputs.

COM:-‘IHPORTS

Mr. Marcos, who has vowed to pursue ashiftto-

renewable energy, said the country is poised to

secure more coal exports from Indonesia.
“Therewas-a time a few weeks back where

they stopped exporting coal. We asked them

and they included us-in the list. 'I‘hey would

" export coal to us,” he said.

‘Indonesia, the world’s largest exporter of
coal, has implemented coal export bans to
ensure there is enough domestic supply.

Mr. Marcos said he and Mr. Widodo also

' talked about the green energy shift, noting

that coal is not seen as envu-onmentally
friendly.

He noted the state visit to Indonesia was
“more productive than we had expected.”

“I think the most extensive subject matter
was in fact, PPP (public-private partnership).
Because we are here to encourage PPPs with
the Philippine government,” Mr. Marcos said,
adding that they also sought to encourage

- joint ventures between Philippine and Indo-

ﬁesmnmmpames L

Marcos, SI/3

Marcos, O S pa—
ﬁmSM

Mr Marcos also said he is considering

bmldmg state-run malls in the Philippines to

| promote small enterprises and local products.

This, after Mr, Widodo gave him a tour ina
mall run by the lndonesmn_govg_mmem.

' INVESTMENTS
Meanwhile, the Department of Trade and In-
dustry (DTI) wooed Indonesian companies to
invest in the Philippines. _

““The Philippines is open for business. Recent
policy reforms, particularly on foreign invest-
mentowmrsh:p and other restrictions as well as

tives, have made the Philippines more
.conducwe for foreign busiqesae,s, mc.lud’ing
: from Indonesia” Trade Secretary AEpedo
muzl ddurmgaroundtabl&memngmﬂt
Indonesian executives in Jakarta on Sept. 5.

He touted the passage of economic reforms.
such a the Corporate Recovery and Tax In::

centives for Enterprises (CREATE) law, which
offers incentives to investors.

Mr. Pascual said the Philippines is seeking
partnerships and investments in the industrial,
manufacturing, and transport cluster; the tech-
nology, media, and telecormnumcatlon cluster;
and the health and life sciences cluster.

“We continue to invest in physical and
cyber infrastructure, power generatmn and
transmission, and logistics, as well as in mod-
ern and efficient air, land, and sea transport
facilities, To build more of these support and
service facilities, we welcome the participa-
tion of the private sector, both local and for-
eign,” he added. o

Mr. Pascual said Indonesm is one of thefbp
10 sources ofnatfq:bm direct investmentsin
the Philippines as of August this year. — Kyle
Aristophere T. Atlenza and Revin Mikhl.ll

D«%hm
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Go wants pro-people
gov't services

‘We all know that the barangay and its officials are
the immediate provider of frontline services to our
fellow countrymen. And it is because of this reason
that we have to further improve the barangays and
address the woes of our bqrzingay officials’

Senator Christopher “Bong”
Go has filed in the 19th Congress
various measures aimed at
modernizing the bureaucracy to
better respond to the challenges
of modern times and improve
the efficiency, effectiveness and
equity of public services.

Among the measures include
Senate Bill No. 194 or the

proposed E-Governance Act of

2022, mandating the government
to establish an integrated,

and communications networg,
an internal records management .
information system, an information
database, and digital portals for the
delivery of public services.

The measure pushes for
the digitization of paper-based
and other traditional modes of
workflows for a more efficient
and transparent public service.

Go said that the public must
feel that the government is
actually and truly at their
fingertips, bringing key
government services closer
fo the people.

He likewise reintroduced in
the Upper House SBN 1185 or the
proposed Bureau of Immigration
Modernization Act of 2022. Go
noted that the Commonwealth
Act of 1940 which provided the
mandate of the Bl is “an outdated
law passed during the American

regime.

While amendments have been
introduced over the years, Go
explained that the immigration
system needs to be updated to
reflect the present challenges of
modern times.

Under the bill, co-terminous

positions are created for the

Office of the Commissioner
and Deputy Commissioners.
New positions will also be
créated under the Directorate
for Planning and Research,
and Directorate for Human
Resources Management and
Development,

- The creation of new positions
under the bill, according to Go,

efficiency of the BIL.

Go also reaffirmed the need
to empower barangays, as
the country’s primary unit
of governance, by providing
barangay officials more

- opportunities to develop their

capabilities as well as provide

_them regular pay and other

benefits.

This prompted him to refile
SBN 197 which would provide for
a Magna Carta for Barangays.

“We all know that the
barangay and its officials are
the immediate provider of
frontline services to our fellow
countrymen. And it is because
of this reason that we have to
further improve the barangays
and address the woes of our
barangay officials,” he added.

Under SBN 197, barangay
officials will be treated as
regular government employees.
The Punong Barangay, members
of the Sangguniang Barangay,
the Sangguniang Kabataan
chairperson, the barangay
secretary and barangay
treasurer will be entitled
to salaries, emoluments,
allowances such as hazard
pay, representation and
transportation allowance, 13th-
month pay and other benefits
that regular government
employees enjoy.

Go is also pushing for a
measure that would provide more
resilient, affordable and decent
houses to disadvantaged Filipinos
across the country.

SBN 426 provides for the
National Housing Development,
Production and Financing
Program which seeks to increase
housing production by forging
partnerships among relevant
stakeholders to address the social

- housing demands of the Filipino

‘families.



Manila

N Y BEELE

OMMUNICATION 6‘ UPPER PAGE 1 BANNER

AND z:l STORY STORY
Standardigs

INITIATIVES
SERVICE

EDITORIAL CARTOON

I
J—
——

P9-07-22

PAGE

DATE

Creating a biking culture

for health and pocket

POP GOES
THEWORLD

JENNY
' ORTUOSTE

WITH the traffic problem nowhere near solved,
and a transportation crisis linked to the high cost
of petroleum products exacerbated by the weakest
peso to dollar rate in history (which hit one cen-
tavo shy of Php57 to $1 as of yesterday), what’s
the government doing to get public transportation
solutions on track?

One idea that has been in the throes of develop-
ment — or at the very least wishful thinking — for
years is the creation of a bike riding culture in the

Philippines. g
dedicated bike lanes in the PH, particularly under
Mark Villar issued a policy prescribing the stan-

tion Office issued Memorandum Circular 2021-
2267 in May 2021, a list of guidelines for motor-

1sts.

The first guideline forbids motor vehicles from
crossing or parking on bicycle and pedestrian
lanes. However, many violations of this rule re-
lated to the encroachment of cars and motorcycles
onto bike lanes make bike riders feel unsafe.

One lady biker’s story :

There s also the problem of crimes against bik-
ers.

Just last month, a friend who works in the CCP
area, and bikes to and from her home in Cavite,
had her mobile phone snatched when she stopped
at a streetlight to use her phone, This frightened

her so badly that she slept at her office that night.

However, she is still biking and hasn’t given up -
on it despite the risk because the alternative — pub-
the like — is horrendous on a daily basis. - :

She started commute biking in the first place
when she found it difficult to get rides at PITX.

Sometimes she would get home in the wee
hours of the moming, sleep a few hours, and wake
up early again for the slog to work. When she
bikes, though, it takes her less than two hours to
go the distance, and she looks very fit and healthy
NOw.

‘Going green’in
terms of transportation
will benefit commuters
on many levels,
including relieving the .
pressure of high fuel
prices and easing the air
pollution problem |

Why can’t the government — and I am speaking
of past administrations over decades in addition to
the current one — get its act together on this fairly

i matter?
If we need a benchmarking and best practices

“model, there’s always The Netherlands, which

many consider to be the premier biking country
of the world.

They have tons of information on the subject.
For one, check out the website run by nonprofit

¢rdfip Dutch Cycling Embassy that exists for the

?M;meofm‘ information about the Dutch
bﬁ:emhmcwiﬂ:dxrestpfﬂiewm‘ld:

Dutch infrastructure supports biking to a great
extent, with dedicated bike lanes that are so safe
parents feel secure enough to take their babies and
toddlers on ‘bakfeitsen,” cargo bikes with a huge
holdall in between the wheels.

Bicyde Act 0f 2022

‘This year, Villar, now a senator, filed the Bicycle
Aud%ﬂ.ﬂ:ﬁmidesﬁrheaeaﬁmcfalp—
cal Bikeway Office (LBO) to be supervised by city
o el S s off
A similar bill - the Bicycle Act of 2020 — was
filed around December of that year by Mark Vil-
lar’s sister Camille Villar-Genuino as Las Pifias
ﬂwﬁ-ﬁﬁh&ymhmllwhmhm_a

The LBO will manage the “construction and
maintenance of a bikeway network”™ that will in-
omppratesafetyfeanneshmitsdes@mm

and obligations of cyclists, including adhu‘ms' to
the proper speed, wearing a helmet with chin strap
at all times, no riding on crosswalks or sidewalks,
and the like. 3

This set of rules right off the bat riled some cy-
clists who commented: come up with the actual
bikeways first before telling cyclists what to do and
not to do! :
lt’sitl;amﬁngtoseehoivﬁﬁsps;ﬁmhlypo-
fitical family has not given up on getting their Bike
Act passed. In any case, if passed it would be a leap
forward for the biking community as it gives com-
muters a healthier and cheaper option for going

However, | suggest checking in with the cycling

community again via a consultation or focus group
sions which some may find objectionable or un-

Let the goal be the creation and implementation

ofamngmwmmihm?muq&
erlands. “Going green” in terms of transportation
will benefit commuters on many levels, including
relieving the pressure of high fuel prices and easing
the air pollution problem.
What's needed to get this done sooner rather
than later is political will, not only at the lawmaker
level but also at the local government level, as
LGUs will be responsible. for creating and main-
taining proper bikeways in their areas,

. #%% EB qnd TFwitter: @DrJennyO
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|
sions fast enough to fimit global warming
to2dagees Cois CO)ndamtoep
would avert some of its worst effects.
Across the G7, which consists of
Britain, Canada, France, Germany, Italy,
Japan and the United States, corporate
emissions targets are overall on a 2.7°C
warming trajectory, CDP and Oliver
Wyman analysisshowed. .
“It is not acceptable for any country,
et alone the world's most advanced
economies, to have industries displaying

5o little collective ambition,” Laurent -
Babikian, Global Director of Capital -
Markets at CDP, said in a statement.
“Momentum is growing, but as we
approach COP27, we must get our 1.5°C
goal off life support,” he added.
Collective emissions of US and Canadian -
ing to 26°C and 31°C, respectivel, with the
study stating that it s “largely the result
of companes completely lacking targets,
The study revealed that firms in Ger- .
many, Italy and the Netherlands hadthe |
most ambitious targets to lower emis-
sions in the 7, as they align with 2.2°C
on average, while France is at 23°Cand
the United Kingdom at 2.6°C. s
inambitionand willingness across compa-
nies to take a lead with their targets, and the
urgent need to spread best practices further
and faster” Partner, Finandial Servicesal
Oliver Wyman James Davis said. — Reuters
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current data, and future forecasts

to shed light on shifting patterns of
weather and climate in the Philip-

ENVIRONMENTALISM From left: Derek Tumala's creations
Heathox and Obserbatorys, both rendered by Justin Lanuza

The global project has art'agen-
cies showcase various atmospheric
conditions of participating coun-
tries through artworks and images,
stories, and reflections to construct
an archlpelago of world views and

change through art, science, and

digital technology.

His exploratory works, majority of
which engage new medxa, have been
presented at the Art Basel Hong Kong,
Salzburg Global Seminar, Tokyo Design

With diorama as a model, Tropical Climate
Forensics explores the climate crisis across
the past, present, and a speculative future.

voices that better depict the issue
of climate change across multiple
languages and localities.

Derek was commissioned by the
Museum of Contemporary Art and
Design (MCAD) of De La Salle-College
of Saint Benilde (DLSB). The institute
was supported by the British Council’s
Creative Commissions for Climate Ac-
tion, a program that dissects climate

Week, and Beyond Time Residency
Poland. He 2lso initiated Mvltiverse, a
group of multimedia artists that probes
the wonders of moving images, as
well as STEAM/Projects, a collective of
technologists and artists.

Tropical Climate Forensics is on
view until July 2023 at worldweather-

network.org/station/mcad/ | mcad@.

benilde.edu.ph.

pines and the region.

With diorama as a model,
Tropical Climate Forensics
explores the climate crisis
across the past, present, and
a speculative future. Derek pro-
duces a taxonomy specific to the
Philippines as a tropical site, with
biomes to represent his study

This exploratory sandbox ex-
_perience is the Philippines’ entry at
the international online exhibition
of 28 arts agencies launched
by the World Weather
Network, a community
of creatives reporting on
‘weather and climate.
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WORLD ESREDATION Jiraa ofthe Clinate Gissby Derek Tumal,rendered by Justin Lamuza;an (bttom) portratof he artist
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_ Eduo;yu!
MMDA at DPWH:
Lutasin ang

pagbaha sa
Metro M am'_la

ARAMING lugar sa Metro Manila

Sa Maynila, sa panahon ng tag-ulan lubog sa
baha ang Sampaloc area kabilang ang Espafia Blvd.,
Gavanrbes,mah'ﬂiatMmdaSts Baha rin
sa Taft at Quirino Avenues at sa bahagi ng Intramuros at
Rizal Avenue. Kapag bumaha sa mga lugar na nabang-
git,himﬁnamakalmraanangmgamﬂllitnasasakyan

sa baha ang mga

BaharlnsaMoﬂm'Ignaua beas!)islnct Quezon
at Araneta Avenues, sa Quezon City. Hindi madaanan
mAmm&Amnedahﬂ@mahkasnaagosmmg ;
mumula sa umapaw na creek.

Mﬂmkalyeanghumalmhasahdaknﬁat- o

Pasay Cm. Bmdl madaanan ang Bumdm Avenue,
Pasay Road at Pasong Tamo Extension. Ang :
atI&erlndSt.mPasayC:tjaymmapawdmsn
kahit sandali lang ang pag-ulan.

MarammglugarsaMethanﬂaangbmabaham 1
sa ganitong sitwasyon, ang Metro Manila Development
Authority (MMDA) at ang Department of Public Works
and Highways (DPWH) ang binabatikos. Nmnn na
ang flood control project na pinondohan nang

AymmCmmmmAuﬁ(mA),mnm
MMDA na hindi pa natatapos at may 39 pang hindi
at nagtapos na ang kontrata noong nakaraang taon.
pamCOA,anng’WHatMMDAaynnymkn—M
na mahigit 125 billion para sa flood confrol ngayong taon.

Sabi naman ng MMDA, ang sinasabi ng COA na naa-
trasadong flood conirol projects ay nakumpleto na umano

taon. iba pang sinasabing hindi natapos ay
ﬁ;gmemmmdahﬂmcovmw
pandemic at mga na-pending na pag-iisyn ng clearances.

Sabinaman ng DPWH, nakumpleto na umane nila ang
flood control project sa Sampaloc, Manila. Nakapaglatag
na umane ng concrete box culverts sa Josefina-Lepanto
and Lepanto-Gov. Forbes Drainage Mains kaya mabilis
nang humuhupa ang baha sa Sampaloc area.

Ang problemang pagbaha sa MM ay malaking pag-
subok sa kakayahan ni MMDA chairman Engr. Carlo
Dimayuga III. Ang MMDA ang nangangasiwa sa flood
conirel projects at harinawang malutas na niya ang ilang

* dekada nang problema. Ipakita na kaya niya ang proble-
'Mngbahampmng krusngmgataga-MetroManila.
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NEWS BRIEFS
Angat Dam still below minimum operating level
The water level in Angat Dam, which supplies 90 percent of
Metro Manila’s water requirements, has remained below its
minimum operating level, the National Water Resources Board
(NWRB) said on Tuesday. “Currently, the water level in Angat
Dam is at 177.93 meters,” Sevillo David Jr. executive director of
the NWRB, said during the Laging Handa briefing. The dam is
2.07 meters below its minimum operating level at 180 meters.
Sevilla said the rains brought by the recent tropical storms in
the country were not enough to raise the water level in the
dam. “If we compare it to the previous years, the water level is
still low because we want it not to be lower than the minimum
operating level of 180 meters,” he said. According to him, the
target water level for Angat Dam to ensure enough water sup-
ply for next year is at 212 meters. _NESTORCORRALES




