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LARGEST BUDGETS; AGRI HIGHEST INCREASE
By Jerome Aning
@JeromeAningINQ

Plg"~billion.

More for 5 sectors
"A budget that is responsive to Five sectors saw an increase
every need of every Filipino" was in their allocations compared
how Budget Secretary Amen- to this year: transportation
ah Pafigandaman described the (147.7percent), agriculture (42.3
2023 National Expenditure Pro- percent), health "(12.4'percent),
gram (NEP) that the Marcos ad- defense (11.0percent) and edu-
ministration submitted to Con- cation (B.2 percent). The higher
gress to be the basis of the 2023 figure for transportation and
General Appropriations Act. agriculture "reflects the admin-

Pangandaman said the De- .istration's priority sectors," the
partment of Budget and Man-. DBMchief said. •
agement (DBM) evaluated a The other five sectors have
total of PB.66 trillion worth of lower allocations: labor and
agency funding proposals for employment, (-23.0 percent);
2023. The resultingPg.zfis-tril- interior and local government
lion draft budget is 4.9 per- (-9.5 percent), public works (-g.1
cent higher than this year's and percent), .social welfare (-4.7
equivalent to 22.2 percent of percent), and science and tech-
gross domestic product (GDP). nology (-2.1I?ercent).

The education sector tops The Department of Agricul-
the list of 10 highest proposed ture's food security program will
allocations with PB52.B billion, receive a larger share in 2023·
followed by public works sector The budget for the National Rice
with P705.6 billion. Program, in particular, almost

Third came health, P217.B bil- doubled to P30.55 billion from
lion; social welfare, P1B5.3 billion; P15.77billion.
agriculture, P172 billion; trans- The increase is largely due
portation, P145.4billion; defense, to the P19.4B-billionbudget for
P101.gbillion; interior and local expanded fertilizer support. It is
gove~~t, P34.B billion; labor supposed to be complemented by
and employment, P34.4 billion; the Pro-billion Rice Competitive-
and science, and technology, ness Enhancement Fund, half of

which will be for farm mechani-
zation as envisioned under the
Rice Liberalization Act.

Pangandaman said the Mar-
cos administration would also
support "shovel-ready" infra-
structure projects under the
Build Better More program to
spur growth in the agriculture,
trade and tourism sectors, and
eventually to reduce transport
and logistics costs.

Infra spending
A total of P1.lg6 trillion is

allocated for these programs,
equivalent to 5 percent of GDP.
It is within the target of 5 per-
cent to 6 percent of GDPannual
appropriation for infrastructure,
she said.

The Department of Public
Works and Highways (DPWH)
and the Department of Trans-
portation (DOTr) lead the list of
top 10departments receiving the
bulk of the proposed infrastruc-
ture budget, at P697-70 billion
and P12g.B1 billion respectively.

Significant amounts are in-
tended for social infrastructure,
such hospitals and health centers
(P23.24billion), school buildings
(P13.91billion) and housing com-
munity facilities (2.50billion).
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Support for agriculture and
environmental sectors, partic-
ularly for irrigation and water
supply systems (PS.28 billion),
power supply systems (P3.60bil-
lion) and reforestation projects
(Pl.37 billion) are also lined up.

The Department of Energy
will receive P2.2 billion for its
programs, of which P476 million
will be for its renewable energy
development program, energy
efficiency and conservation pro-
gram, and alternative fuels and
technology program.

Asked if there would be an
allocation for the revival of Bata-

. an Nuclear Power Plant, the DBM
chief said there was none yet.

Financial aid, education
The government is setting

aside P206.S billion for financial
assistance. It will be composed of
the cash transfer and other sub- .
sidy programs of various agencies:
P16S4 billion under the Depart-
ment of Social Welfare and De-
velopment, and P22.39billion for
the Medical Assistance to Indi-
gent and Financially Incapaci-
tated Patients program of the
Department of Health (DOH).

The Tupad (Tulong Pang-
hanapbuhay sa Ating Disadvan-

taged/Displaced Workers) pro-
gram of the Department of Labor
and Employment will get P14.9
billion. Another P2.S billion will
be go the DOTr to cover fuel sub-
sidies for the transport sector.
• Out of the P8S2.8 billion al-
lotted for the education sector,
the basic education facilities
program (school building con-
struction) was given P9.28billion,
and flexible learning options
program (production of learning
materials) got P19.9Sbillion.

Health, climate change
Subsidies and cash assistance

for students in senior high school
and technical-vocational courses
got a budget of P54.9billion.

For the health-care system,
P23 billion was allocated for
DOH health facilities enhance-
ment program, P720 million for
the National Surveillance Net-
work (related to COVID-19con-
tract tracing and data gathering),
disease prevention and control
programs get PS.84 billion, and
vaccine procurement is alloted
P22 billion.

Programs related to climate
change mitigation are given
P4S3·11billion, equivalent to 8.6
percent of the total 2023 budget

and higher by 564 percent than
this year's allocation of P28g.73
billion.

The climate change ex-
penditure has increased in re-
cent years, Pangandaman said,
growing by an average of 21.3
percent from 2015 to 2023-
much faster than the average
annual growth rate of the total
national government expendi-
ture of 10.5percent.

Among the items on these
expenditure list are DPWH
flood management program,
P168.5 billion; and the Depart-
ment of Environment and Nat-
ural Resources (DENR)national
greening program and protect-
ed area of development and
management program, which
will have P249 billion and 94.72
million, respectively.

The DENRwill also get P246.12
million for the management of
coastal and marine resources.

To accelerate the digitaliza-
tion of the government bureacra-
cy, P12·4billion has been alloted
to information technology (IT)
projects. The Bureau of Internal
Revenue and Bureau of Customs
will get P3.S6 billion, or equiva-
lent to 28.6 percent of the IT up-
grade budget. INQ t
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The .Philippine GoYem·
ment through the De·
partment of Budget and

Management (DBM), lIS! Mon·
.,day submitted to Congress the
proposed PS.268-triIlionnation·
aI budget for 2023. This docu·
ment goes through a technical
process that begins with vision
setting by the Presidentand ends
with specific programs and proj-
ects budgeted at different levels
of the bureaucracy.

Based on our 25·year in·
volvement in the cabinet-level tion on the elIent ofgovernment
Development Budget Coordina· opentions, howthe government
tion Committee (DBCe) and addresses key issues on reducing
its sub·cabinet level Elecutive poverty and income inequality,
Technical Board (ETB), the After all when disasters strike,
other more substantive u- everyone sees the revealed
pect of the budget process is preference of their national and
political The budget captures local governments, like pursu-
the hierarchy of government ing beautification projects ~d
choices that should be pursued, barangay centers that are sub-
like utilities, infrastructure, merged in flood waters instead
and mass housing. It should of executing drainage and water
reflect the implementation of impounding projects which are
lalfS like universal healthcare lessobYiO\l~less'gWnorou~and
and tertiary education, or even less profitable,
counter·insurge.~cy measures. How did the Philippine Con· IJIoItI,.,.".Ift •••• "',,_SoliJ

Without doub~ the national gress receive the executi're sub- 1~1D1iI"'.""'cII

budget also reflects the influ· mission?
ence of vested interests or spe· Speaker Ferdinand Martin
cific constituencies like rice, Romualdez, assuring the DBM
sugar, real estate, and other of speedy deb'berations and pas-
business activitiet One can see sage before the end of the year,
this in the kind of tax policy that declared that Congress will re-
would support public spending spond to the needs of the people
plans. Or the location of a new in addressinghealth crisis, creat·
airport or government center, ing more jobs, and ensuring (ood
or even perhaps the areas that security,
would be traversed by a new This is a good concordance
highway or train routes, These with the DBM's representation
choices are critical because pub- . of the eight·point socioeconomic.
lie money will be spent on them agenda of the Marcos Jr, govern·
and awayfrom the others. mentduringthe DBCCpresenta·

Thus; the national budget tion of the macroeconomic as-
also establishes a framework of sumptions of ille budget before
accountability (or concerned CongressonAu~ 26:
citizens who wish to determine I. Ensuring food security,
wbetherpublicmoneyisproperly improved transportation and Will the politics of the bud·
disbursed according to the over· affordable and clean energy to get promote the Governmenfs
allvm of government and the strengthen the purchasing power agendafor prosperity?
specificgoalsbysectorobjectives. ofFilipinosj Budget Secretary Amenah
A linkage is necessary between 2, Providing social services, Pangandaman compressed the
society's pressing needs and the healb and education to reo eight-point program into five
resoorcesmadeavailablethrough duce vulnerability and mitigate priorities o( the 'proactive and
the budgetprocess. scarring fromthe COVID·19pan· resilient" 2023 national budget:

The budget process is there- demic;an~ education, infrastructure devel·
fore a powerful tool for imple· 3, Achieving bureaucratic ef· opmen~ health, agriculture, and
mentingdemocracy. ficiencyand sound fiscalmanage- socialsafeiynets. .'

The International Monetary mentto ensure sound macroeco- Educationranks high in terms
Fund OMp) has always been nomicfundanlentals. of the absolute size of its budget
a strong advocate o( budget Dces fue 2023 budget comply at P852.8billion. But in terms of
transparency, that appropriate with the Speaker's expectation actual increase, the education
information on both the bud· that 'everycental'O of the nation- budget shall rise by only 8,2%,
get preparation and execution aI budget would be spent wisely and that includes personnel ser·
should he accessible through pe. to implement the programs that vices.Time and again, educators
riodic reports and audit resultt would save lives, protect com· and economists have reiterated
Democracy is upheld when the munitie~ and make our economy 'the challenges in Philippine edu·
people have access to infonna- strong and more a~'? cation: lack of good facilities of

Infrastructure development pine GeneralHospital willhavea
will receive PJ.196 trillion for budget nearly P4QOmillion low·
both the Department of Trans. er this year, allegedly due to its
portation budget increase of limited absorptive capacity. Yet
147.71'0and the Department of the problematic National Health
Public Works and Highways Insurance Program will be given
budget drop of 9.1%,Percentage anadditional P'JObillion.
increase-wise, transport sector Agriculture - that includes
is I' while public worb is 8~, tbe Department proper and
Very clearly, this is tbe budget other attached agencies - is to
Iranslation of buildingbetter and receive PI72 billion or an ad·
more subways, regional airpo~ ditional PSI billion or 42,3'.11
railways, and farm.to.market . more. Food security will be pro·
road~ lVenotice in the sub-object , mot~ by beefing up the budget
breakdownforinfra,fiocdcontrol for nee, corn, livestock, fisher-
systems are getting P209.lS bil. ies, high·value crops, and the
lion or 17.49%of the total while agrarian reform beneficiaries'
irrigation systemswill be funded program, These additional al·
byonly P29.49billion, represent. locations are well and good, but
inga 2,47%share. we wonder why an additional

But there ~ '"ery little to show P5·billion budget was allocated
in terms of solving our annual for National Food Autbority's
floodingproblem.Webuild roads buffer stocking program when
and bridges as well as impressive rice importation has been liber·
town centers but flooding reo alized with tariffication.
mains a big bead3che, Instead of Provision,of social safety nets
doing what other COIIDtrieshaw wouJdnormallybeundertakenby
done, alId that is to start with a the Department of SocialWelfare
systematic drainage system, we and Development (DSWD).Yet
simply clear the roads and pOur nextyear,DSWDwilIbebudgeted
concrete on them, That wins withPlB5.3billion,orbylessthan
votes every three years. We end 1'9,2 billion or 4.2%lower. True,
up diggingthe sides of the street cash assistance will continue
to lay down concrete pipes for to be extended through various
drainage purpose~ agencies with the bulk going to

Yet, our irrigation system, DSWDand the least to DA Cash,
something that is indispens. transfers or 4Ps to the very poor,
able to agriculture and food se- indigent senior citizens, indio
curity, will only be getting less viduals and wes in difficult
than P30 bilfion or 3% of infra circumstances, livelihood and
budget Unless we have a more feeding program, as well as early
strate~c approacb to these two childhoodcarewillbe continued.
issues, we shall continue to ex. It is the task of Congress to
perience ftoods during the rainy scrutinize eacb line item and'
season and drought during Slllll- see not only that which has been
mer. Someengineers refer to thiI funded,bu~ IOOreimportan~that
broadly as water resource man. which did not even merit an al·
agement Th~ involves develop' location like low·cost housing,
mentconsemtion,andmanage- CommissiononAuditftndingson
ment ofwater through irrigation, each department should be con·
drainage, flood control, water sulted on wbether the projects
loggin~ surface.water storages, ~ded were completed. Check·
integrated water reservoirs, and lists can always deceive us be-
basin planning. cause, as behavioral economists

On health, a few words. would argue, absence is much
The gross allocation looks reo harder to detect than presence,
spectable, showing an increase Thafswhen good gowmanceand
from this year's P193,7 billion, goodbudgetpoliticsarecritical.a
to P217,8 billion, representing (Nex/week
an !nc~~e of P24.1 bUlion, or Fundingthe2023buagd)
12.4%. The breakdown of the
budget, however, indicates many
of the components are to be
slashei The budget for the pre-
vention and control of commu·
nkable diseases will be halved,
while pandemic management
expenses are subsumed under
unprogrammed funds. We don't
see why COYID·19 pandemic
management bad to be classified
as unprogrammed. The Philip·
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learning like classrooms, desks,
and educational equipmentj lack
of academic personne~ inferior
learning resources, With serious
disproportion between the num·
ber of students and c1assroom~
books, teache~ and other learn·
ing kits, an 8,2% adjustment
could cover only inflation and
the usual friction costs, No b~
dealbere,

What .about the new challenge
of di~taIization? And the cost of
mitigating economic scarring in
the academebywayo(retraining
the teachers and upgrading their
skill sets? We can only hope that
these new hurdles were consid-
ered in the technical phase and, if
not couldbe taken up in the con·
gressional deliberatioll$, Whi!e

COlgress cannot increase the
prq>osedbudge~ some realign·
melt shouldbe possible.

n terms of the anoual adjust·
melt of 8.2%, education actually
mks only 5~ even if the other
sedors are exclusive of person·
nel services, We do recognize
tht education was also allocated
P1l85 billion for infra pro~cts
bnlthat ~ only lessthan 1%ofthe
infabudgel

linaUy,asCagayande Oro Rep,
RuilsRodriguezpointed out the
UP·budget reduction from this
yelf's P25,6 billion to P23.J bi!·
liol, or P2.5 billion le5~ should
be-estored, if not increased.,Asa
gerer~ princ~le, he was correct
insyingstate universities should
belroperly funded.

D1\I/AtGUIIGJMlO~thefrllllrlitMY
peroor Ix the~iiI Enmnis
SeaJ\the~SairalI!I~~
IfsawdtheBIPb4lymillm
lOOJ,~wasalWe
emmtdieckf atthe
~1mIay
ftJlIi1~oc.
it511unilrpm
~tIlefM~am
~Mi'iItries
iI~
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the boulevard was built, is off
tar;gent and very intrusive.
.,11. guess the Department of Envi-
ronment and Natural Resources is
mandated to have a sewage plant,
but should it be placed on a critical
pedestrian space? Bear in mind that
three sewage treatment plants are
planned. Should we expect them
all in a row along RoxasBoulevard?

The question boils down to
what is the appropriate treatment
of public space. In my opinion,
it is to leave it as such. Do not
touch it, tinker with it, intrude
on it. Much less build on it.

I foresee that the riposte to
the above will be that it is being
used for a public good. That is
not good enough. Here is where
it is not the public that is injur-
ing public space but ironically,
the government, either national
or local, that should be its pro-
tector but becomes its molester.

Wanton use of public space
AMBIENT

VOICES
BACKto the subject of public

space from last week. Yester-
day, I saw a graphic violation or
disrespect of public space in a
two-story building built on the
RoxasBoulevard promenade along
the sea wall near the Manila Yacht
Club. This is a public space for
walking along Manila Bay from
Roxas Boulevard and has always
been so except for the ill-thought-
out market stalls that one Manila
mayor instigated causing a blockage
of Manila Bay for the pedestrian.

While this two-story build-
ing is only one structure and
occupies much less space than
the line-up of vendors' stalls
that used to stand there and
was fortunately removed by
the Manila mayor that followed
the vendor-friendly one, it is
totally out of place not only for
its usurpation of public space
but for its function - a sewage

MA.ISABEL
ONGPIN

treatment plant as it shockingly
announces on its facade,

There is no question that sew-
age treatment plants are essential
to urban living and other places
like public beaches, resorts, even
rural areas, but they are usually
placed in inconspicuous areas as
their work is not exactly a salubri-
ous neighborhood activity, or a
matter for public display.

But that may be for some.
Others may just shrug off its
proximity. However, the use of
public space that is obviously
for pedestrian use, the invasion
of a sidewalk along Manila Bay,
a traditional institution since

Just because it will be for public
.good, or is an urban necessity,
does not mean that it can be
taken over and made into a no
longer public space.

That is the problem we see
all over. A very mistaken idea
that buildings or structures as
long as they are for government
operations are allowed to use
any public space because these
structures serve a public need.
Public space does not mean or
should not imply that it is there
for the government to use in
any way they want. Public space
does not belong to government
entities, it belongs to the public
and that ownership must be
respected. That sewage plant has
been built on the equivalent of
a park, which is what the Roxas
Boulevard promenade is to the
public. It is also a matter of how

>-OngpinAS
1
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Wanton use of public space
narrow and how lazy are the
minds that pounce on any public
space instead of looking some-
where else, if necessary paying
for space that is needed. There
should be no free lunch even for
the government agencies.

Another irritant that I saw last
week was a narrow two-story
(approximately 2 meters in
width) structure built on a side-
walk and designated as a Senior
Citizens Center. Looking at its
narrow girth and the obvious
stairs to get to the second floor,
it is the height of impracticality.
Maybe six senior citizens can
fit on the lower floor standing
up (less if on wheelchairs), and

;which one of them can tackle
the stairs and why would they _-----------
risk it, are the thoughts that this
useless structure brings up.

Apparently in this case, the
mania for building continues
to consume local governments

from barangay (villages) to dis-
tricts to cities. Building without
thinking, building for the sake
of building. One cannot help the
thought that some lucre must be
compelling this mania. Worse is
the wanton intrusion into public
space that must be left as such.

The underlying mistake is
that government agencies are
entitled to public space or public
resources as a matter of course.

I think we have reached an emer-
gency on the disappearance of pub-
lic space and we need to re-think,
reflect and redo what is going on. I
would hope a land use bill that is
in the process of being approved
in the legislature should address
the daily affronts to public space.
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ew law on extende pr ducer responsib
a major step in tackling plastic waste - N

Thenew law on extended producer
responsibility (EPR)for plastic waste
is amajor milestone in tackling plastic
waste and its implementation will
succeed with sustained collaboration
and partnerships among stakehold-
ers, Nestle Philippines chairman and
CEO Kais Marzouki said.

"The effective implementation of
the law is urgently needed to tackle
the plastic pollution crisis," he said.

Republic Act 11898,The Extended
Producer Responsibility Act of 2022,
defines EPR as the environmental
policy approach and practice that now
requires producers to be environmen-
tally responsible throughout the life
cycle of a product, from manufacture
to consumption or use, and especially
to itspost-consumerorend-of-lifestage.

Large enterprises are covered,
with auditing and annual compli-
ance reports to be submitted. Plastic
packaging refers to products used
to carry, protect or pack goods for

ing with the Department of Educa-
tion (DepEd) and the Na mal Solid
Waste Management Commissio it
has developed solid waste mana :>e-
ment modules reaching millions of
students in over 20,000public schools
nationwide.

With the Department of Environ-
ment and Natural Resources, it is
helping to train LGUs on solid waste
management.

Through the BearBrand Tibayani-
han project, since 2016Nestle PH 1
provided over 12,000 benches and
chairs made of upcycled Bear Brand
packs for 131public schools through,
the DepEd. This year, another 5,0
Tibay chairs will be turned over to
schools in 12cities nation d.

The firm has reduced ItS use of
plastic year-on-year since he early
1990s and continues to accelerate
this process. By 2025 its packagin
including plastics will be 100percent
recyclable or reusable, and it will
cut virgin plastics consumption by
1/3. Since 2016, all its factories have
attained zero waste to landfill status.

"Plasticpollution has complexchal-
lenges that need a collective,whole of
sodety,approach.Withthe00 itm
and participationofourem pi vees,we
will strengthen our collaborationwith
public and private sector partners to
continuebreakingnewground towards
a waste-free future.

"As the EPR law is implemented,
we will intensify our efforts in search-
ing for packaging alternatives while
working to reduce plastic use, put-
ting in place collection and recycling
mechanisms, and mobilizt con-
sumer involvement and participation,

"Beyond investing in sus ability
practices which is integral to our busi-
ness, at Nestle we are on a jo mey to
regeneration. An important pect of
this is helping to protect, re 'wand
restore the environment. We re join-
ing hands with other stakeho ders to
create a cleaner, healthier and more
resilient planet for future genera-
tions," Marzouki said.
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Batas sa mas pinalawak na
responsibilidad kontra plastic waste

plastic pollution crisis, n

dagdag nito.
Ang Republic Act No.

11898 0 Extended Pro-
ducer Responsibility Act
of 2022 ay turnutukoy sa
EPR bilang environmen-
tal policy approach ay
nangangailangan nga-
yon ng producers upang
maging environmentally
responsible sa buong life1,_~~'.!"

cycleng produkto. Mula
sa pag-manufacture pa-
tungo sa .consumP.tlon
o pagganut gayundin sa
~st -consumer 0 end-of-
life stage.

May mandato ang
batas na ang pagtatag
ng EPR program ay
gagawin sa loob ng
anim na buwan at may
taunang incremental
target recovery rates

na hanggang 80 percent
sa 2028.

"AtNestle, our purpose
is unlocking the power of
food to enhance quality
of life, today and for gen-
erations to come. In serv-
ing people, we need natu-
ral resources and a healthy
planet, and so we strive
to do our share to protect
the environment and ul-
timately help regenerate

the Earth in our oper-
ations," ayon kay Mr.
Marzouki.

Bilang bahagi ng
voluntary form ng
EPR, ang Nestle PH
ay fully plastic neu-
tral na ng dalawang
taon hanggang nitong
Agosto.

Nakarekober na
ito ng halos 52 mil-

yong kilo ng plastic waste
nakaraang Hulyo 0 ka-
tumbas ng dami ng plas-
tic packaging na nailabas
samerkado.

Ang unang ginawa ng
kompanya ay kinabibila-
ngan ng full transition mula
plastic to paper straws.

ANGbagong batas sa ex-
tended producer respon-
sibility (EPR) sa plastic
waste ay maituturing na
major milestone ng pag-
tugon sa plastic waste
ay magtatagumpay sa
parnarnagitan ng collab-
oration at partnership ng
ilang stakeholders.

Kabilang dito ang
mga government agen-
cy, LGU, manufactur-
er, importer, NGO, civil
society group, consumer
at komunidad ayon kay
Chairman at CEO Kais
Marzouki ng Nestle PH
ang isa sa pinakarrialak-
ing food at beverage man-
ufacturers.

"The effective imple-
mentatiort of the law is ur-
gently needed to tackle the
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Wanted immediately:
New dump for GenSan
THE city government of Gen-
eral Santos needs a new dump
for the 110tons of solid waste
generated by 26 barangay (vil-
lages) now that a 63-hectare
sanitary landfill that receives
the garbage has reached full
capacity.

Ferdinand Pareja, chief of
the Solid Waste Management
Office, on Wednesday said the
sanitary landfill built in 2016
has a lifespan of only fiveyears.

Pareja recalled that during
the incumbency of then-city
mayor Ronnel Rivera, a pub-
lic-private partnership deal
for the construction of a new
solid-waste facility at Barangay
Sinawal in GenSan fell through
because of "conflict of interests
between competing bidders."

He urged GenSan Mayor
Lorelie Geronimo-Pacquiao
to give priority to allocating
around P70 million for the
new dump.

The old sanitary landfill
was built through a P219-
million loan from the World
Bank's Support for Strategic

Local Development and Invest-
ment Project that was coursed
through the Land Bank of the
Philippines under a design-
build-operate contract between
the R-II Builders Ine. and the
Philippine Ecology Systems
Consortium Ine.

A private consortium, East
Asia Sheng Tai, East Asia Solu-
tions Technology Corp., Sheng
Tai Energy Technology Com-
pany and Dr. Lin Shing-Chou
submitted their respective pro-
posals to the city government
to manage the sanitary landfill
and operate it for 25 years at
P100 million, L

None of the proposals, how-
ever, materialized.

The city government con-
structed the sanitary landfill in
compliance with Republic Act
9003 or the "Ecological Solid
Waste Management Act,"which
was signed into law by former
president Gloria Macapagal-
Arroyo in 2001 ordering the
closure of open dumps in favor
of sanitary landfills.

JERRY ADLAW

D D D
BANNER EDITORIAL CARTOON

STORY
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U TO BRING WIND POIER'
PROJECT TO PH, SAYS ENVOY'

But Burnham's ideal city
has evolved into a multidiverse
metropolis that is distinctly

BAGUIO CITY-The United Filipino, the ambassador said.
States' is bringing an offshore "Building on our shared
wind project to the Philippines legacy of a Philippine and
to help address the extreme American experience ... Amer-
weather crisis that is devel- ican companies are 'thriving
oping globally due to climate here in Baguio. Texas Instru-
change, USAmbassador to the ments and Moog Controls
Philippines MaryKay Carlson have established high-tech
said here on Thursday. manufacturing [buildings]

The climate crisis, Carlson that operate state-of-the-art
said, is driving extreme weath- facilities in the city and em-
er events and the Philippines ploy thousands of workers,"
is particularly vulnerable to she said.
weather-related disasters. Carlson praised Baguiofor

Carlson, speaking at the eel- working .on plans to protect'
ebration of Baguio's 113thFoun- its Benguet pine trees, water-
dation Day, cited the impact sheds and forests.
on Cordillera farms of Severe "Forest conservation and
Tropical Storm "Florita" (in- watershed preservation are
ternational name: Ma-on) last scientifically proven ways to
week, saying this was a kind of preserve carbon sinks to miti-
vulnerability "that you know all gate climate change," she said.
too well right here in Baguio." In his speech, Mayor Benja-

She said the US signed a min Magalong said the city gov-
new agreement recently that ernment was "rebuilding Bagu-
would lay the groundwork io in a far better way" to curb
for one of the first offshore its projected descent into urban
wind power projects in the decay because overpopulation
Philippines. This agreement and overdevelopment had re-
is the latest in a long line of duced the carrying capacity of
US-Philippine clean energy the city's natural resources.
collaborations, she added. Carlson also credited

"Clean energy is vital for Magalong's initiative to
economic growth, innovation, convert Baguio into an arti-
and [is] of course responding ficial intelligence-governed
to the global climate crisis," "smart city," which she de-
said Carlson. scribed as "a key develop-

She did not provide details ment marker in meeting
about the agreement, but a some of ... the current and
World Bank-financed road map emerging security threats
for Philippine offshore wind and cross-cutting challenges
energy was launched in April [confronting the US and the
that would harness 178 giga- Philippines]."
watts of the country's "techni- "We have long shared ~
cal offshore wind potential." terests and values, and _

Last month, US President are connected by ties of fam-
Joe Biden signed his country's ily and friendships that go
Inflation Reduction Act, which back generations ... We wel-
has been touted as a climate come President Marcos Jr.'s
change law because it pro- willingness to expand this
vides incentives for develop- historic relationship to make
ing green energy programs. it even more relevant to the

Carlson was this year's Ba- shared objectives of both our
guio Day guest speaker, as the peoples," Carlson said.
city highlighted its American _
roots.

Baguio was designed
by Chicago architect Daniel
Burnham, founder of the City
Beautiful movement, and was
built from the ground up by
the American colonial govern-
ment in the early 1900S.

By Vincent Cabreza
@InqNational

Summer capital
Designated as the summer

capital, Baguio helped birth
the country's public govern-
ment system.

The . Second Philippine
Commission (also known as
the Taft Commission), for ex-
ample, held its sessions here in
1904 to formulate public poli-
cies for what was then Amer-
ica's colony. The Teachers'
Camp helped train an army of
public school teachers.

"The United States has a
long history in Baguio which is
reflected in the streets, parks
and landmarks that bear Amer-
ican names," Carlson said.
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SHRINKING SPACES As Baguio City marks its 113th founding anniversary on Sept. 1,officials of the country's summer capital continue to address problems linked to overdevelopment and over:..:
populated settlem~nts which have creeped into pine forests and watersheds. -IV ESPIRITU // .• "'1
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PH may suffer from P7T, w-orth,of
~ •. ---. - --....----- - - 1

w-ater-related damages
THE Philippines may suffer from
$124 billion (p7.01 trillion) worth
of losses due to droughts, floods
and storms between 2022 and
2050, according to a study made
by a global technical services firm.
In a study calledAquanomics re-

leased by GHD, the group warned
that the amount is equivalent to
an average annual gross domestic
product loss of 0.7 percent, with
the agricultural and retail sectors
to be hit the hardest.

rise, we need to adopt a proactive,
holistic and inclusive approach
In understanding and addressing
fast-developing challenges," Rod
aylor, global water lead of GHD,

said in a statement.
Amid the warning, the study said

investment needs to be targeted to
building infrastructure in the right
areas and working with nature to
channel water away in order to
manage flood risks which may be a
challenge on retrofitting solutions

It added that storms are ex-
pected to have the greatest direct
impact on the Philippine economy
at $47 billion, followed by floods
at $42 billion and droughts at $3
billion, for the period.
GHD said with three million

Filipinos currently relying on
unsafe water sources and another
seven million lacking access to
improved sanitation, water supply
and sanitation services, the govern-
ment must pour efforts on water

in densely populated urban areas.
GHD added that levels of water

pollution in the Philippines is "very
high" due to a lack of wastewater
treatment, affecting the health
of communities and ecosystems.
likewise, the study pointed out
that major infrastructure and
population centers are located on
coastal plains and are exposed to
flooding and storm events.
The group also mentioned that

since around 20 typhoons enter

recycling, desalination and smarter
. irrigation. .

"By focusing on economic im-
pacts, as we have done with this
study, we aim to help identify and
unlock the social and environmen-
tal benefits of tackling water risk
head-on. As well as highlighting
risk, this study explores some
of the ways in which our focus
countries can adapt to change
and build resilience in their water
systems. With water risk on the~ __ r.r
the country every year, the Philip-
pines is ranked the fourth most
~ffected country in the world when
it comes to water-related disasters
and as global warming intensi-
fies, extreme weather events are
expected to increase, resulting in
greater water risk to the country.
GHD said only a minority of the

population has multiple options
to avoid such risks as adaptation
options are limited due to lack of
resources. -fed Macapagal
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Alarming state of oceans needs immediate action
THE government has called on projected environmental destruc- As an archipelagicstate, E piri-
stakeholders to take inunediate, tion," the lady DFArdeputy chief tusaid marinepollution.p icular-
science-basedactionstowarda"sus- said. ly the ever-growing microplastic
tainable, healthy, and clean "Fromthe Indo-Pacificregion to waste is a "big"issue for the Philip-
oceans," citing the dire state of theEastAsiaseas,aliofus gathered pines.
oceans due to marine pollution around in this forum would bear "Marine microplastics COl.'lpOSe
and climate change. the same consequencesofour wan- now almost 80 percent of e ma-

At the Manila-hosted 2022East tonneglectofourmaritimeresourc- rine pollution around the world. It
Asia Summit Workshop on Mari- es and ecosystems,"she added. has a huge implicationbecause the
time Cooperation, Foreign Affairs The three-day EAS Workshop fishesingest them, disrupting their
Undersecretary Ma. Theresa Laza-' on Maritime Cooperation: Techni- lives and reproduction, ich of
ro outlined the need to strengthen cal and ScientificCooperation To- course, has a deep impact on the
scientificand technicalcooperation wards Clean,Healthy, and Sustain- sustainability ofour-marine .ono-
to find "transformative" solufions able Oceanswill run from Aug. 30 my, especially the war. we get sus-
to protect and preserve the marine to Sept. 1, 2022. tenance from the sea, , he said,
environment. Discussionswould alsoincludea Oneofthedelegates,l<.oreanEm-

"Althoughwefaceregionalissues situationer on oceans in East Asia bassyConsulGeneralLeeKyooHo
and global challenges such as this and the Indo-Pacific,habitat resto- said Seoulwould continue to part-
ongoingpandemicand theeffectsof ration, climate change adaptation, ner with the Philippinesin address-
climate change, the problems that science-based policy making on ing this issue and is in fact iP the
our marine environmentis facingis marine sustainability, and solid middle of building a marin tter-
something that warrants urgent at- waste and marine litter manage- collectingship for the coun
tention,especiallybecauseour EAS ment, among others. Lee said a $7.7 million m, rine
regionisaglobalmarinebiodiversity The workshop is an offshoot of littermanagementinitiativew uld
hotspot,"Lazarosaid in a speech. the Manila Plan of Action to Ad- be implemented by the Kore In-

Citing reports, she said there vance the Phnom Penh Declaration temational Cooperation Agen '?f in
would be more plasticsthan fishby on the EASDevelopment Initiative partnership with the Dep ent
2050,while oceans would be over- 2018-2022. of Environment and Natural Re-
heated and acidifiedifpeople failto Delegates and experts from in- sources-,
act now. temational organizations and 16of "Koreais already in the middle

She warned that not even non- the 18EASparticipating countries of constructing the ship," he told
coastal states would be spared if attended the forum. reporters on the sidelines of the
this "environmental tragedy" con- "Aswe move forward to a new workshop.
tinues. actionplan for 2023-2027,we hope "[T[henwe will hand it over to

"Despitebeinglandlocked, these that this activitycan serve as a stra- the Philippine government, the
countries would suffer from the tegic platform to further bolster CoastGuard, and thenwe will ro-
long-term economic effects of the our maritime cooperation in the videcapacitybuilding training. The
disruption of the globalsupply and region," Foreign Affairs Assistant second phase of the project would
value chains and the diminished Sec.for ASEANAffairs Daniel Es- be about how to process colle ed
flow of trade brought about by this piritusaid. marine litter," he said.
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DOLPHIN

HUNTING.
Members of the

marine wildlife
conservationist

group Earth
Island Institute

Asia-Pacific
troop to the

Japanese
Embassy in

Pasay City to
join protest

activities against
the annual

dolphin hunting
in Japan.

DannyPata
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Greenno~s.egas,
sea levels at record

ighs in202··'·
WASHINGTON, D.c': Earth's concentration of greenhouse gases
and sea levels hit new highs in 2021, a US government report
said Wednesday, showing that climate change keeps surging
ahead despite renewed efforts to curb emissions.

"The data presented in this report are clear - we continue
to see more compelling scientific evidence that climate
change has global impacts and shows no sign of slowing," .
said Rick Spinrad, administrator of the National Oceanic
and Atmospheric Administration.

"With many communities hit with 1,000-year floods,
>HighsA8

PAGE
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Greenhouse gas, sea:levels at record highs in 2021
exceptional drought and historic

, heat this year, it shows that the
climate crisis is not a future threat,
but something we must address
today, n he said in a statement.

The rise in greenhouse gas levels
comes despite an easing of fossil
fuel emissions the previous year
as much of the global economy
slowed sharply due to the Co-
vid-19 pandemic,

The US agency said that the
concentration of greenhouse gas
in the atmosphere stood at 414.7
parts per million in 2021, 2.3 parts
higher than in 2020.

The level is "the highest in at
least the last million years based
on paleoclimatic records, n the
annual State of the Climate re-
port found.

The planet's sea levels rose for
the 10th straight year, reaching
a new reco'rd of 3.8 inches. (97

millimeters] above the average
in 1993 when satellite measure-
ments began. .

I
Last year was among the six

warmest on record since the mid-
19th century, with the last seven
years all the seven hottest on re-
cord, it said.

The less headline-grabbing
average temperatures were in part
due to LaNifia, an occasional phe-
nomenon in the Pacific that cools
waters, which took place early in
the year and contributed to Febru-
ary being the coldest since 2014.

But water temperatures were
also at records, with exception-
ally high recordings documented
in particular in lakes in Tibet, an
environmentally cruci3J region as
a water source for many of Asia's
major rivers.

Rising disasters and fears of
tropical storms, which are ex-

pected to increase as the planet
warms, were sharply up in 2021,
the report said. They included Ty-
phoon "Rai,n which killed nearly
400 people in the Philippines in
December, and "Ida, "which swept
the Caribbean before becoming
the second-strongest hurricane to
hit Louisiana after "Katrina, n
.Among other extraordinary

events cited in the report, the
celebrated cherry trees in Kyoto,
Japan, bloomed at their earliest
since 1409.

Wildfires, also expected to rise
due to climate change, were com-
paratively low following recent
years, although devastating blazes
were witnessed both in the Ameri-
can West and Siberia.

The 2021 report comes days after
a study said Greenland's ice sheet
is already set to melt at dangerous
levels, even without any future

warming, with major effects on
low-lying areas around the globe
that are home to hundreds of mil-
lions of people.

The planet remains far off track
from an ambition set by the Paris
climate accord in 2015 to aspire
to limit warming to 1.5 degrees
Celsius (2.7 degrees Fahrenheit)
above pre-industrial levels to avoid
the worst effects of climate change.

In August, the United States
under President Joe Biden pushed
through the most expansive gov-
ernment package ever to address
emissions from the world's larg-
est economy.

The effort will invest heavily
in clean energy and comes as
California moves to require all
cars to be zero-emission by 2035,
a decision with far-reaching con-
sequences for the automobile
industry. Af~
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Greenhouse gas, sea levels
at record highs in 2021

}
By AGENCE FRANCE-PRESSE

WSHI~GTON' United
States - Earth's con-
centration of greenhouse
gases and sea levels hit-

new highs in 2021, a US government
report said Wednesday, showing that
climate change keeps surging ahead
despite renewed efforts to curb emis-
sions.

"The data presented in this report
are clear - we continue to see more
compelling scientific evidence that
climate change has global impacts
and shows no sign of slowing," said
Rick Spinrad, administrator of the
National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration.

"With many communities hit
with i.ooo-year floods, exceptional
drought and historic heat this year, it
shows that the climate crisis is not a
future threat but something we must
address today," he said in a statement.

The rise in greenhouse gas levels
comes despite an easing of fossil fuel
emissions the previous year asmuch
of the global economy slowed sharply
due to the Covid-19 pandemic.

The US agency said that the con-
centration of greenhouse gas in the
atmosphere stood at 414.7 parts per
million in 2021,2.3 parts higher than
in 2020.

The level is "the highest in at least
the last million years based on paleo-
climatic records," the annual State of
the Climate report found.

The planet's sea levels rose for
the ioth straight year, reaching a new
record of 3.8 inches (97 millimeters)
above the average in 1993 when satel-
lite measurements began.

Last year was among the six
warmest on record since the mid-roth
century, with the last seven years all
the seven hottest on record, it said.

The less headline-grabbing aver-
age temperatures were in part due to

La Nifia, an occasional phenomenon
in the Pacific that cools waters, which
took place early in the year and con-
tributed to February being the coldest
since 201,4. \

But water temperatures were also
at records, with-exceptionally high
recordings documented in particular
in lakes in Tibet, an environmentally
crucial region as a water source for
many of Asia's major rivers ..

Rising disasters and fears
Tropical storms, which are ex-

pected to increase as the planet
. wirms, were sharply up in 2021, the
report said. They included Typhoon
Rai, which killed nearly 400 people
in the Philippines in December, and
Ida, which swept the Caribbean before
becoming the second strongest hur-
ricane to hit Louisiana after Katrina.

Among other extraordinary events
cited in the report, the celebrated
cherry trees in Kyoto, Japan, bloomed
at their earliest since 1409.

Wildfires, also expected to rise due
to climate change, were comparatively
low following recent years although
devastating blazes were witnessed
both in the American West and Siberia.

The 2021 report comes days after
a study said Greenland's ice sheet is
already set to melt at dangerous levels',
even without any future warming,
with major effects for low -lying areas
around the globe that are home to
hundreds of millions of people.

The planet remains far off track
from an ambition set by the Paris
climate accord in 2015 to aspire to
limit warming to 1.5 degrees Celsius
(2.7 Fahrenheit) above pre-industrial
levels to avoid the worst effects of
climate change.

In August, the United States under
President Joe Biden pushed through
the most expansive government pack-
age ever to address emissions from the
world's largest economy.

ODD
BANNER EDITORIAL CARTOON
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G20 climate talks fail to agree on communiq e
. NUSA DUA, Indonesia- Officials
from the Group of 20 major
economies meeting on Wednesday
for climate talks in Bali have been
unable to agree a joint communi-
que, amid objections over language
used on climate targets and the
war in Ukraine, two sources told
Reuters.

Indonesia's Envitonment Minister
SitiNurbaya Bakar had started the
meeting by urging countries to cut
emissions and prevent the planet
from being pushed to a point "where
no future will be sustainable".

But some countries, including
China, had objected to previously
agreed language in the Glasgow
climate pact and past G20 agree-
ments on efforts to limit global
average temperature rises to 1.5
degrees Celsius, said an official
with knowledge of the meeting,
declining to be identified because
they were not authorized to speak
to the media.

China's foreign ministry did not
immediately reply to a. request for

comment.
Another diplomatic source told

Reuters there had been disagree-
ments about language around cli-
mate and also references to the war
in Ukraine.

Siti had earlier said she hoped a
joint communique would be signed
by the end of the day,but made no
mention of it in her press conference
later on Wednesday.

A spokesperson for Indonesia's
envitonment ministry was not im-
mediately availablefor comment on
the matter.

The G20 climatemeeting, hosted
by this year's chair Indonesia, comes
as extreme weather events - fires,
floods and heat waves - pummel
severalparts of the world, including
unprecedented flooding in Pakistan
in recent weeks that has killedat least
1,000 people.

Scientists say most such extreme
weather events are attributable to
human-caused climate change and
will only increase in severity and
frequency as the globe edges closer

to the warming threshold of 1.5
degrees Celsius above pre-industrial
levels. -

Envitonment officials from Aus-
tralia, Brazil, India, Japan, South
Korea, and US Special Presidential
Envoy for ClimateJohn Kerry,were
among those attending the talks in
Bali, with more bilateral meetings
expected on Thursday.

Indonesia as current G20 chair
invited representatives from the Af-
rican Union to join the talks for the
first time, saidSiti,adding tharvoices
from allcountries, regardlessof their
wealth and size,must be heard.

Also in attendance was Alok
Sharma, president of last year's26th
United Nations Climate Change
Conference (COP26), who said the
war in Ukraine had increased the
mgency of a need to shift to renew-
able sources of energy.The COP27
climate summit willbe held in Egypt
this November.

"The current energy crisis has
demonstrated the vulnerability of
countries relyingon fossil fuels con-

trolled by hostile actors;' he said in§N
statement on Tuesda

"Climate security has becomes
synonymous with energy securityd
and the chronic threat of climate
change is not going away;' he said._n

Meanwhile, Finance ministers
from the Group of Seven club ot.
wealthy nations will discuss the US
Biden administration's propose[lJ
price cap on Russian oil when they .
meet, the White House said. rtl

''This is the most effectiveway,we
believe,to hit hard at Putin's revenue
and doing so willresult in not only ~J

drop in Putin's oil revenue, but alsoA
global energy prices as wen:' said
White House spokesperson Karine,
Jean-Pierre at a briefing for reporters
on Wednesday. ;litl

Despite Russia's oil exports hit-
ting their lowest levels since laSfU
August, its export revenue in June
increased by $700 million month'"
on month due to higher prices, 40 N

percent above last year'saverage,the
International Energy Agency sai(~p:
last month. ·Reuters



.....: MABILIS SA BA.LITA __

TITlE:

[IJ
PAGE

D
0'
LOWER

D
PAGE 1
STORY

D D
EDITORIAL CARTOON

D
BANNER

STORY

PAGE DATE

Itinaas na sa storm warning Sig-
nal no. 1 ang Batanes at Babuyan
Island dahil sa inaasahang paglakas
ng bagyong Henry na nanatifing nasa
dulong bahagi ng northern Luzon,

Sa pinakahuling weather bul-
letin ng Philippine Atmospheric,
Geophysical, and Astronomical
Services Administration (Paga-
sa), may posibilidad pa rin na
itaas ita sa signal no. 2 depende
sa magiging galaw ng bagyong
Henry na huling namataan sa It-
bayat, Batanes at kumikilos sa bi-
lis na 25 .kilometer per hour taglay
ang lakas ng hangin na 185kph at

Batanes, Babuyan Island signal no. 1 kay 'Henry'
bugso na 230kph.

'The super typhoon slightly
weakened but we are not ruling
out the possibility of raising sig-
nal no. 2," sabi ng Pagasa.

Nagbabala ang Pagasa sa mga
residente na maging handa dahil
mararamdaman ang epekto ng
bagyo ngayong Biyemes. Maaa-
ring magdala ng pinsala ang dala
nitong malakas na hangin dahil
ang typhoon-force winds ni 'Hen-
ry' ay mayroong lawak na 450 ki-
lometro mula sa gitna.

Maaari rin nitong palakasin pa
ang hanging habagat na magda-

dala naman ng ulan sa kanlurang
bahagi ng Luzon.

Sinabi ng Pagasa na magkaka-
roon ng quasi-stationary phase 0
hindi gagalaw ang bagyong Henry
hanggang sa araw ng Biyemes
at kasabay nito ay inaasahan ng
ahensya na hihina ito.

Subalit bago ito hurnina ay
makakaranas ng ulan ang mala-
king bahagi ng Luzon habang
hindi naman direktang apektado
ang Metro Manila. Ayon sa Paga-
sa, ang pag-uulan sa Kamaynilaan
ay epekto ng hanging habagat.
(Tina Mendoza)
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