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COURTESY CALL. Department of Environment and Natural Resources (DENR) Secretary Ma. Antonia "Toni"Yulo-Loyzaga pays a 
courtesy call to Speaker Martin Romualdez at the Speaker's Office in the House of Representatives. Ver Noveno 
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ENVIRONMENTAL CHAMPIONS WHO LUNCH 
Masungi Georeserve and the Embassy of Canada invite advocates to push 

for the conservation of a critical watershed area 

The invitation was for a lun­
cheon "with experts and en­
vironmental champions to 
discuss how to collectively ad­
dress the conservation of the 
Masungi karst landscape, the 
restoration of the surround­
ing watershed and the protec­
tion of environment defend­
ers." The venue was Silayan at 
Masungi Georeserve in Baras, 
Rizal, the award-winning karst 
limestone and forest haven 
that has been defended from 
illegal encroachers for years, 
mainly through the efforts of 
the Dumaliang family and other 
environmental advocates. This 
time, Masungi was hosting the 
luncheon with Canada Ambas­
sador Peter MacArthur. 

Guests were welcomed 
to the lovely Silayan pavilion 
overlooking the geopark as ear­
ly as 9 a.m., and were welcomed 
by Masungi Georeserve Foun­
dation's managing trustee, Ann 
Dumaliang. MacArthur noted 
how the Philippines and Cana­
da were countries being greatly 
affected by climate change. 

:l<'r.. 
Champions fo r Masungi: Ben Dumaliang and Ann Dumaliang of th'e Masungi Georeserve 
Foundation Inc., Environment Undersecretary Juan Migue l Cuna, Secretary of the Climate 
Change Commission Robert Borje, Canada Ambassador Peter MacArthur, Interior Undersec­
reta ry Margarit a Gut ie rrez, Masungi's Billie Dumaliang, Embassy of Canada second secretary 
Peter Wright 

the Philippines, in cooperation 
with agencies like the Unit­
ed Nations Development Pro­
gramme, the Climate Change 
Commission, and the Depart­
ment of Environment and Nat­
ural Resources. 

The ambassador, himself 

the son of a forester, cited how 
Canada has been active in em­
ploying green technology and 
empowering women, among 
other climate change mech­
anisms, and how the country 
has earmarked some P124 mil­
lion for nature-based solutions 
for forests and mangroves in 

Also asked to say a few 
words was Secretary Robert 

Borje, the new head of the Com­
mission on Climate Change, 
who noted how the Ph.ilippines 
could indeed "be a leader in this 
campaign, because of our expe­
rience and expertise." Things 
were indeed coming to a head 
in terms of a climate emergen­
cy, he noted, while also pointing 

out how "things are happening 
an<;! local people are getting in­
volved." 

Biodiversity 
Wildlife biologist Nikki Re­

alubit shared results and rec­
ommendations from research 
expeditions and biodiversity as­
sessments held earlier th.is year, 
including a baseline assessment 
held from Jan. 18 to Jan. 25 by 
the nonprofit group Buhay 11-
ang Research, Education and 
Conservation Inc., that counted 
some L02 terrestrial vertebrates 
and 153 flora species in the area. 

Lawyer Jose Andres Canivel 
of the Forest Foundation Ph.il­
ippines, meanwhile, spoke in­
terestingly about the Filipinos' 
"schizoph.renia" of knowing the 
importance of trees, but still us­
ing them mindlessly, as evident 
in the remaining 7.014 million 
hectares of forest cover as of 
2015-less than 25 percent. Thus, 
he said, forests must be looked 
at "th.rough the lens of resilience 
and ecosystem services." 

The program, hosted by 
Daphne Oseiia-Paez, concluded 

with a message from Environ­
ment Secretary Toni Yulo-Loyza­
ga, read by Undersecretary Juan 
Miguel Cuna: a panel discussion 
moderated by the Canadian em­
bassy's second secretary Peter 
Wrigh.t, featuring Anne Duma­
liang, Realubit and Canivel; and 
reactions from the guests. 

A lovely lunch by chef Dom 
Catuiran, featuring such dishes 
as a sumptuous adobo, lechon, 
blue-tinted rernate rice and re­
freshing bigrray tea, preceded a 
half-hoµr walk through Masun­
gi's Discovery Trail. where 
young biology teachers from 
th.e University of the Philip­
pines-Manila pointed out inter­
esting species, and MacArthur 
gamely trekked up and down 
paths to take in the greenery. 

We gladly noted how the 
young government representa­
tives, including Borje and Inte­
rior Undersecretary Margarita 
Gutierrez, committed to doing 
their pare to keep the momen­
tum going. In a beautiful place 
like Masungi, working together 
does seem like the most natural 
thing to do. -ALVA a. HONASAN 1No 
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South Korea affirms commitment to build 
boat to bolster Manila Bay cleanup drive 

B Y MALOU TALOSJG-BARTOLOME 

'I @maloutalosig 

SOUTH Korea has reaffirmed 
its commitment to build a boat 
for the1Philippine Coast Guard 

(PCG) that would help clean up hun­
dreds of thous~nd metric tons of 
marine litter in Manila Bay, an of­
ficial of the South Korean Embassy 
in Ma.n~la said. 

Lee Kyoo Ho said the pandemic 
has stalled the implementation of 
the joint project with the PCG and 
the Department of Environment 
and Natural Resources (DENR) to 
manage marine litter pollution in 
Manila Bay. 

International studies show that 
the Philippines accounts for about 
800,000 met ric tons of plast ic ma­
rine pollution annually. 

The five-year program will es ­
tablish a marine litter monitoring 
system, station a clean up vessel 
near Manila Bay, and enhance 
marine litter management capac­
ity. The Korea International Co­
operation. Agency (KOICA) will 
fund the project , which will cost 
around $7.7 m illion , or around 
P431.2 million . 

"This project is scheduled to be 
implemented from 2021 to 2025. 
But due to the pandemic, it has been 
delayed a bit," Lee told the BUSINESS­
MIRROR. "The th ree major com­
ponents will be completed around 
either the end of 2025, or the begin­
ning of 2026." 

The marine cleanup vessel 
will be designed and built by Ko­
rean engineers . Initially, the idea 
is to build a 60-tonnage cleanup 
vessel similar to what the Korean 
coast guard is using. 

This will augment the PCGs ca­
pacity, which only has one 2-tonnage 
boat doing cleanup of the Manila Bay. 

"KOICA will build a guideline 
for maintenance of the vessel and 
provide ves sel staff with a capac­
ity program for maintenance ,". he 
said . 

KOICA will also help the Philip­
pines draft a policy or strategic plan 
to monitor marine litter in Manila 
Bay, which will be carried out by the 
national government, local govern­
ment units surrounding Manila Bay 
and nongovernment organizations. 
Capacity building programs will 
also be designed by KOICA, DENR 
and PCG. 

The marine litter monitoring 
system also includes data collection 
and analysis, and establishment of 
guidelines for marine litter manage­
ment, Lee added. 

"Korea is committed to strength­
ening its bilateral partnership with 
the Philippines in achieving clean, 
healthy and sustainable oceans by 
combating marine plastic pollution 
and securing maritime safety and 
security," Lee said at the sidelines 
of the East Asia Summit Workshop 
on Maritime Cooperation hosted 
by the Department of Foreign Af­
fairs in Manila from August 30 to 
September 1, 2022. 

In addition, the Korea Export 
Import Bank (KEXIM Bank) has . 
also pledged to finance a $105-mil­
lion project for maritime safety en­
hancement in Rambling and Cebu 
in partnership with the Philippine 
Department of Transportation. 

The buoys are aimed at helping 
reduce the risks of marine acci­
dents and eventually, protecting 
marine environment. 

"Korea will remain committed 
to supporting the Philippines's 
initiative to promote and advance 
regional cooperation to keep our 
seas and oceans clean, healthy and 
sustainable," he said. 
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'~~?~ ~~!~~~~d producer responsibility 
a major step in tackling plastic waste' 

THE new law on extended pro­
ducer responsibility (EPR) 
for plastic was te is a major 

milestone in tackling plastic waste 
and its implementation will suc­
ceed with sustained collaboration 
and partnerships among stake­
holders. These are the government 
agencies and local government 
units (LGUs), manufactui;-ers and 
importers, NGOs and civil society 
groups, and consumers and f= Om­
munities, said Chairman and CEO 
Kais Marzouki of Nestle PH, one 
of the country's largest food and 
beverage manufacturers . 

"The effective implementation 
of the law is urgently needed to 
tackle the plastic pollution crisis," 
he said. 

Republic Act 11898, The Ex­
tended Producer Responsibility 
Act of 2022, defines EPR as the 
environmental policy approach 
and practice that now requires 
producers to be environment ally 
responsible throughout the life 
cycle of a product, from manufac­
ture to consumption or use, and 
especially to its post-consumer 

try include making a full transition 
from plastic to paper straws. Work­
ing with the Department of Educa­
tion (DepEd) and the National Solid 
Waste Management Commission, it 
has developed solid waste manage­
ment modules reaching millions 
of students in over 20,000 public 
schools nationwide. 

With the Department of -Envi­
ronment and Natural Resources, 
it is helping to train LGUs on solid 
waste management. 

Through the Bear Brand Tibaya­
nihan project, since 2016 Nestle 
PH has provided over 12,000 
benches and chairs made of up­
cycled Bear Brand packs for 131 
public schools through the DepEd. 
This year, another 5,000 Tibay 
chairs will be turned over to 
schools in 12 cities nationwide. 

The firm has reduced its use of 
plastic year-on-year since the early 
1990s and continues to accelerate 
this process. By 2025 its packag­
ing including plastics will be 100 
percent recyclable or reusable, and 
it will cut virgin plastics consump­
tion by 1/3. Since 2016, all its fac-

or end-of-life stage. Large enter­
prises are covered, with auditing 
and annual compliance reports to 
be submitted. Plastic packaging 
refers to products used to carry, 
protect or pack goods for trans­
portation, distribution and sale. 

The law mandates establishing 
or phasing in EPR programs within 
six months, with yearly incremen­
tal target recovery rates up to 80 
percent by 2028. 

"At Nestle , our purpose is un­
locking the power of food to en­
hance quality of life, today and for 
generations to come. In serving 
people, we need natural resources 
and a healthy planet, and so we 
strive to do our share to protect 
the environment and ultimately 
help regenerate the Earth in our 
operations," said Marzouki. 

As a voluntaryformofEPR, Nestle 
PH has been fully plastic neutral for 
two years as of this August. It has re­
covered over 52 million kilos of plas­
tic waste as of last July, equivalent 
to the volume of plastic packaging it 
put out in the market. 

The company's firsts in the coun-

tories have attained ze'ro waste to 
landfill status. 

"Plastic pollution has complex 
challenges that need a collective, 
whole of society approach. With the 
commitment and participation of 
our employees, we will strengthen 
our collaboration with public and 
private sector partners to continue 
breaking new ground towards a 
waste-free future. 

"As the EPRlawis implemented·, 
we will intensify our efforts in 
searching for packaging alterna­
tives while working to reduce plas­
tic use, putting in place collection 
and recycling mechanisms, and 
mobilizing consumer involvement 
and participation. 

"Beyond investing in sus tain­
ability practices which is integral 
to our business , at Nestle we are 
on a journey to regeneration. An 
important aspect of this is help­
ing to protect, renew and restore 
the environment. We are joining 
hands with other stakeholders to 
create a cleaner, healthier and more 
resilient planet for future genera­
tions," Marzouki said. 
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Law on extended producer responsibility _ 
a major step in tackling plastic . waste 

THE new law on extend­
ed producer responsibil­
ity (EPR) for plastic 
waste is a major mile­
stone in tackling plastic 
waste and its impfemen­
tation will succeed with 
sustained collaboration 
and partnerships among 
stakeholders. These are 
the government agen­
cies and LGUs, manu­
facturers and importers, 
NGOs and civil society 
groups, and consumers 
and communities, said 
Chairman and CEO Kais 
Marzouki of Nestle PH, 
one of the country's larg­
est food and beverage 
manufacturers. 
. "The effective imple-

. mentation of the law is 
urgently needed to tackle 
the plastic pollution cri­
sis," he added. 

Republic Act No. 
11898, The Extended Pro­
ducer Responsibility Act 
of 2022, defines EPR as 
the environmental policy 
approach and practice 
tli.at now requires produc­
ers to be environmentally 
responsible throughout 
the life cycle of a product, 
from manufacture to con­
sumption or use, and es­
pecially to its post-con­
sumer or end-of-life stage. 
Large enterprises are cov­
ered, with auditing and 
annual compliance reports 
to be submitted. Plastic 
packaging refers to prod­
ucts used to carry, pro­
tect or pack goods for 
transportation, distribu­
tion and sale. 

The law mandates es­
tablishing or phasing in 
EPR programs withiri six 
months, with yearly in­
cremental target recovery 
rates up to 80 percent by 
2028 . 

"At Nestle, our pur­
pose is unlocking the pow­
er of food to enhance qua!-

ity of life, today and for 
generations to come. In 
serving people, we need 
natural resources and a 
healthy planet, and so we 
strive to do our share to 
protect the environment 
and ultimately help regen­
erate the Earth in our op­
erations," said Mr. Mar­
zouki. 

As a voluntary form of 
EPR, Nestle PH has been 
fully plastic neutral for 
two years as of this Au­
gust. It has recovered over 
52 million kilos of plastic 
waste as of last July, 
equivalent to the volume 
of plastic packaging it put 
out in the marlcet. 

The company's firsts 
in the country include 
making a full transition 
from plastic to .P.aper 
straws. Working with the 
Department of ~ducation 
(DepEd) and the National 
Solie! Waste Management 
Commission, it has devel­
oped solid waste manage­
ment modules reaching 
millions of students in 
over 20,000 public schools 
nationwide. 

With the Department 
of Environment and Nat­
ural Resources, it is 'help­
ing to train LGUs on sohd 
waste management. 

Through the Bear 
Brand Tibayanihan 
project, since 2016 Nestle 
PH has provided over 
12,000 benches and chairs 
made of upcycled Bear 
Brand packs for 131 pub­
lic schools through the 
DepEd. This year, another 
5,000 Tibay chairs will be 
turned over to schools in 
12 cities nationwide. 

The firm has reduced 
its use of plastic year­
on-year since the early 
1990s and continues to 
accelerate this process. 
By 2025 its packaging 
including plastics will be 
100% recyclable or reus­
able, and it will cut vir­
gin plastics consump­
tion by 1/3. Since 2016, 
all its factories have at­
tained zero waste to 
landfill status. 

"Plastic pollution has 
complex challenges that 
need a collective, whole of 
society approach. With the 
commitment and partici­
pation of our employees, 

' r 

The comprehensive Nestle strategy on plastlc waste 
covers finding packaging altematlves and reducing plas­
tic use, building collection and recycling systems, and 
mobilizing consumer participation through education. 
Among Its Initiatives, Nestle PH encourages consum­
ers to dispose of used beverage cartons for recycling. 
we will strengthen our col- tion. 
laboration with public and "Beyond investing in 
private sector partners to sustainability practices 
continue breaking new which is integral to our 
ground towards a waste- business, at Nestle we are 
free future. on a journey to regenera-

,, As the EPR law is im- tion. An important aspect 
plemented, we will inten- of this is helping to pro­
sify our efforts in search- tect, renew and restore the 
ing for packaging altema- environment. We are join­
tives while workmg to re- ing hands with other 
duce plastic use, putting sta1<eholders to create a 
in place collection and re- cleaner,healthierandmore 
cycling mechanisms, and resilient planet for future 
mobilizing consumer in- generations," Mr. Marzou­
volvement and participa- ki said. 

D 
CI\RI OON 



~~ '''""" llalaytt . [;] [Z] D D 
COMMUNICATION UPPER PAGEl SANNER 

AND Business Insight D STORY STORY 

IITLE : 

I NITIATIVES PAGE LOWER 

SERVICE a 
PAGE 

Nestle calls for itnplementation 
. of anti-plastic waste law 

Nestle Philippines Inc. called for 
the effective implementation of 
the extended producer responsibil­
ity (EPR) law citing it as a major 
milestone in tackling plastic waste. 

"Its implementation will succ;eed 
with sustained collaboration and 
partnerships among stakeholders. 
These are the government agen­
cies and LGUs (local government 
units) , manufacturers and import­
e r s, NGO s (n o n -govern me n t 
organizations) and civil society 
groups, and consumers and com­
munities," said Kais Marzouki, 

post-consumer or end-of-life stage. 
Large enterprises are covered, 

with auditing and annual compli­
ance reports to be submitted. 

Plastic packaging refers to prod­
ucts used to carry, protect or pack 
goods for transportation, distribu-
tion and sale. · 

The law mandates establish ­
ing or phasing in EPR programs 
within six mon ths, with yearly 
incremental target recovery rates 
up to 80 percent by 2028. 

Marzouki said estle has been fully 
plastic neutral for two years as of this 

chairman and chief executive of­
ficer o f Nestle Philippines, 

"The effective implementation 
of the law is urgently needed to 
tackle the plas tic pollution crisis," 
Marzouki added. 

Republic Act o. 11898, the 
Extended Producer Responsibility 
Act of 2022, defines EPR as the 
environmental policy approach and 
practice that now requires producers 
to be environmentally responsible 
throughout the life cycle of a prod­
uct, from manufacture to consump­
tion or use, and especially to its 

August, recovering over 52 million 
kilos of plastic waste as of last July, 
equivalent to the· volume of plastic 
packaging it put out in the market 

T h e com pan y's firsts in . the 
country include making a full tran­
sition from plastic to paper straws. 

''.As the EPR law is implemented, 
we will intensify our efforts in 
searching for packaging alternatives 
while working to reduce plastic use, 
putting in place collection and recy­
cling mechanisms, and mobilizing 
consumer involvement and partici­
pation;' Marzouki said. -Irma Isip 
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Shrinking 
few years from now, Manila 
Bay will be very different. 
We will sit and watch the 

famous sunset a little earlier, as the 
sun disappears behind skyscrap­
ers rather than sink into the sea. 

A slew of reclamation projects 
are ready to be undertaken, from 
the proposed airport at Sangley , 
Point to the whole stretch of coast from Bacoor to 
Paraftaque to the City of Manila. A long bridge is 
even proposed to link Cavite and Bataan. Over the 
next few years, the Bay will be shrinking. 

Reclamation is expensive. But land prices in Mega 
Manila, population pressure and increasing opportu­
nities for property developers to make profit are all 
pushing the reclamation projects forward. 

Years ago, after writing critically of the move to 
reclaim more land from the Bay, I was rewarded with 
a long briefing given by an engineer working for one 
of the reclamation proponents. Having no training 
in engineering, I could only ask the most pedestrian 
questions. The blueprints he had included a plan to 
host massive cruise ships right next to the proposed 
hotels built on reclaimed land. 

For instance, I asked the engineer if the proposed 
reclamation projects would cause the city to flood. On 
the contrary, he said, the projects will enhance drainage 
of the city streets and reduce vulnerability to flooding. 

To this day, I never ceased wondering how reclama­
tion of hundreds (maybe thousands) of hectares from 
the Bay might solve our flooding problems. It always 
seemed commonsensical to me that a free flowing Bay 
should drain the city better. But maybe I was being 
too old-fashioned. 

The many reclamation projects proposed for 
Manila Bay moved with the political circumstances. 
Joseph Estrada, when he was mayor of Manila, was 
enthused by the possibilities offered by the reclama­
tion projects, especially the revenues they might bring 
to an otherwise dying city. Rodrigo Duterte, while he 
was president, frowned on reclaiming from the Bay 
and would hear none of the proposals. 

The city governments of Paranaque and Bacoor are 
committed to joint venture arrangements covering their 
part of the Bay. They are asserting their rights over those 
of national government policy over claiming the sea. 

Today, it seems, the wind · is blowing in favor of 
reclamation, helped by somewhat magical turns of 
events. 

Contested 
Earlier this year, Makati Judge Benjamin Pozon 

issued a decision rendering null and void the joint 
venture between the City of Manila and property 
developer Waterfront Manila Premier. This proposed 
joint venture involved reclaiming a whopping 318 
hectares of Manila Bay. 

In declaring the joint venture null and void, Judge 
Pozon in his 225-page April decision ruled the deal 
di~ not undergo competitive public bidding and 
failed to secure NEDA approval. It was defective 
from the start. 
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Last July, however, Judge Pozon retired. He was 
replaced by Judg~ Rommel Bay bay as presiding judge 
of Branch 139. In JUSt over a week since assuming the 
post, ~udge Bay bay produced a 25-page decision that 
set aside a;1d va~~ted Judge Pozon's ruling. 

Baybay s decision overturning that of his prede­
cessor d_eclared the Pozon ruling to be "premature." 
!he Office of the Pre_sident, sa_id the new presiding 
Judge, needed to be mcluded m the case as an "in­
disp_e.ns_able party." This seems odd, considering the 
Phihppme Reclamation Authority (PRA) has been 
party to this deal. 

Things began moving with indecent haste since 
Judge Pozon retired. 

On Aug. 18, Joseph John Literal, assistant general 
manager at the PRA, wrote Waterfront Manila Pre­
mier informing the developer that the deadline for 
the payment of the regulatory fee and the balance of 
the Social Environment Fund has been extended. The 
de".'eloper is n?w giv~n the leeway to begin work on 
their reclamation proJect. The PRA cites the reversal 
of Judge_ Pozon's ruling on the matter - still subject 
to a motion for reconsideration. 

Th~ matter might have escaped public scrutiny 
w~re it not for the objections of another group ag­
gneved by the rush of events. Lawyers for Asian Seas 
Resources and Construction Development Corpora­
?on (ASSERCO) wrote the PRA last Aug. 22 contest­
mg the letter issued by Literal. 

ASSERCO, according to media reports, is backed by 
ano~er !arge property development company. Its own 
application for a reclamation project in the same area as 
the Waterfront p1oject the PRA had set aside earlier. The 
c?mpany's lawyers questioned the authority of the as­
sistant gen~ral manager to give Waterfront the go-ahead 
for the proJect. They wanted verification of the action of 
the PRA Board on the matter. 

Other parties have likewise questioned the PRA' s 
haste. The agency's Board is composed of appointees 
of former president Duterte. As a matter of courtesy: 
it is _u~ual court~sy for holdover boards to cede majo; 
decisions to their appointed successors. 
. . From the reversal of the original court ruling on the 
JOmt ve~ture to the PRA' s haste in getting the project 
started, it does appear that certain powerful interests 
are hurrying to seal the deal. For better or for worse 
however, the matter will not be rushed. ' 

The_ reversal of Judge Pozon's ruling will be con­
tested m court. The actual PRA Board action will have 
to be verified and documented. 

There will be enough time for other stakeholders 
especially those opposing further reclamation of 
Manila Bay, ~o be involved. Those hurrying to seal 
the deal precisely wanted to avoid public scrutiny of 
the proposed joint venture. 

Bringing publ_ic attenti?n to the events of the past 
fe~ weeks relating to this particular joint venture 
will hop~fully lead to a better-considered policy on 
reclamation. 
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· Pautatavo nu mua istralltura 
sa bavbavinu dauat, ibinawal 

CEBU CITY - Nagpalabas 
ng kautusan ang mga lo­
kal na pamahalaan sa Ce­
bu City na mahigpit na ipi­
nagbabawal ang pagtatayo 
ng mga kahit na anong uri 
ng lstraktura sa baybaylng 
dagat. 

Sa ipinalabas na Execu­
tive Order (EO) No. 25 ni 
Cebu Gov. Gwendolyn Gar­
cia, isinasaad ang pagba­
bawal ng pagtatayo ng istrak­
tura sa baybaying dagat gaya 
ng mga floating at permanent 
cottage sa karagatang sakop 
ng naturang lungsod na isa 
paglabag sa batas sa kapa­
ligi ran at mga kautusang 
administratibo sa mga ease­
ment zone sa mga anyong 
tubig. 
! Ang naturang kautusan ay 
base na rin sa naunang ini­
labas na cease and desist 
order ni Cordova Mayor Ce­
sar Suan na sinang-ayunan 
ng gobemador. 

"The further construction 
and/or operation of these ille­
gal structures are harmful to 

the environment and public 
health, and patent violation of 
existing laws, rules, and re­
gulations," ayon pa sa EO. 

Natuklasan ng Provincial 
Environment and Natural 
Resources na ang mga iligal 
na istrukturang nakatayo sa 
mga baybaying dagat ay 
walang maayos na pasilidad 
gaya ng maayos na tapunan 
ng basura na naging sanhi 
ng polusyon sa baybaying 
dagat. 

Maging sa Ambient Coas­
tal Water Sampling, Environ­
mental Management Bureau 
ng DENR, lumabas sa ka- . 
nilang pagsisiyasat na hindi 
maayos ang kondisyon ng 
tubig dulot ng mga dumi na 
nagmumula sa mga istraktu­
ra. Kaugnay nito, kinausap 
na rin ni Garcia ang PNP, Phi­
lippine Coast Guard, Naval 
Forces Central, at Maritime 
Industry Authority sa pagtu­
long sa pagpapatupad ng 
bagong kautusan na epekti­
bo simula Agosto 29. A 

MARY ANNE SAPICO 
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waver--------
between belief and rejection of the 
theology of climate change should 
read three current articles on the cli­
mate issue that seriously place in grave 
doubt and suspicion the raison d'etre 
of the UN-led climate movement. 

Together, these reports bring out the 
latest findin~ and opinions of scientists 
and experts on the climate issue. Each 
article reports a major development that 
places the debate in a fresh light. 
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Turning climate movement-on its head 
· • l .'Califomia's war on gas vehicles 
threatensUSemnomy.' byShaneHar­
RS;·AMAC Newsline (Aug. 27, 2022); 
_: 2. ' UN's net-zero· plan is the 

real climate catastrophe,• by 
Duggan Flanakin, RealClear 
Erergy website (Aug. 29, 2022); 

~- 'Joe Biden exacerl>atesAmerica's 
eneigy crisis' by Daniel Tomei; Real­
Clear Energywebsite (Aug. 29, 2022). 

California declares war 
on gas vehicles 

The August 2 7 report of Shane 
Harris in AMAC Newsline shows 
l}ow lunatic the California state 
government has become about the 
dirnate issue. He reported: ' 

'On Thun;day, August 25, Califor­
nia regulatom voted to require that all 
new passenger cars and trucks sold iri 
the state run on electricity or hydrogen 
after 2035, the latest move by state 
officials to 'phase out' the use of all 
gas and diesel-powered vrliides. In 
addition to posing a sevm challenge 
for California's already strained power 
giid, the decision threatens to send the 
state's economy tumbling - likely 
taking the rest of the countty with it 

"The new rule, which was released 
by the California Air Resources 
Board (CARB) two yem a(ier Gov. 
Gavin Newsom first directed the 
~i,,ard to consider such a policy, 
was hailed as a major victory for 
environmental activists, even as 
e1,onomists and engineem expressed 
major reservations. AccQrding to the 
policy, 35 percent of new passenger· . 
vehicles sold by 2026 must produce . 
'zero emissions; a requirement that 
climbs to 68 percent by 2030. By 
2035, one-fifth of new car sales in the .. 
state can be plug-in hybrids ( electric 
vehicles that switch over to a gas­
powered engine for longer distanc.es ), 
but the rest must be powered solely 
by.electricity or hydrogen . . 
· • 'Though California leads the 
country in number of registered 
EVs hy. far- more than 550,000 ,-,,. . 
that figure still pales in comparison 
to the more than 30 million total 
registered vehicles in the state. In 
the first three months of this year, 
just 16 percent of new cars sold in 
Galifomia were electric, a percent­
age that would have to more than 
double in just four years in Qrder 
to be in compliance with the plan. 

"There are major doubts about 
whether or not California's energy 
grid will even be able to handle the 
increase in demand brought on by 
such a lc11ge increase in the nwnber of 
EVs on the road in such a shon time. 

Banning gas cars in California 
is ajso likely to have ripple effects 
thrQughout the rest of the US econo­
my ... The problems that this decision 
poses for California are thus likely to 

be exponed to ·other states, whether 
they agree with the policy or not 

'With· fewer gas cars on the ioad, 
many gas ·stations will likely go out 
of business, rnaking it more difficult 
for those with' gas cars to get around. 
In'additibn to posing a severe burden 
on people in rural pans of the state, 
this will also discourage tourism 
from other-states, an industty that 
contributes more than S 100 billion 
annually to California's economy. 

• At the same time as this policy is 
going into effect on passengervehides, 
asetiesofperl)apseven [!lore devastat­
ing laws art<! regulations are also set to 
take effect to 'phase out' medium' and 
heavy-duty gas- and diesel-powered 
trucks. On Jari. 1, 2023, some 76,000 
trucks with engines built before 2010 
will no·longer be allowed to operate 
under a different set of CARB regula­
tions. By 2040, all new medium-'and 
heavy-duty trucks' sold in the state 
must also be fully electric- posing an 
enormous cost for U'ansponation 
companies, 'which will ·no doubt 
be passed on to consumers in the 
form of higher prices. • 

Blden worsens 
US energy crisis 

power play and almosfgot away with 
It ThiS'relativelyunknown five-person 
commissi6il is tasked with,- among 
other tliins,, reguiating the transmis-< 
sion of ~atural ~- That includes the 
approval of new natural gas projects 
like pipelines.. The balance of power 
on the commission swings as the 
White House·changes hands; so cur­
rentlythereate three Detno&aticaim­
missioners ani:I just two Republicans. 
· "During the commission's Febru­

ary meeting, Richard Glick; FERCs 
0emocratic chairman and· his two 
fellow · Democratic cbmmissioriem 
pushed througli a policy designed 
to bldi:k construction of natural 
gas infrastructure_ This rule would 
force private companies applying 
for permits to accourlt for all greert­
house gas emissions from a pipeline 
project, that' is, from production 
upstream all the way to combustion 
downstream. This task is basically 
impossible •.:.,_ which' is the pbint. 

' Glick and h'is cohort used climate 
change as the defense for the new rule 
and argued they were compelled to 
take this action by the couns. But 
that argument didn't 'hold 'water 
with Congress. The bipartisan lead­
ers of the Senate energy ahd natural 
resource committee, chairman Joe 

In his August 29 article in the Re- Manchin (D-WV) and Ranking 
alCI~ Energy\wehsite. 'Joe Bi~en · Member 'Jql'i_n'.Jl;\rrt,sso (~-WY), 
exacerbates America's energy crisis:" took n\ajcir issue with FERCs new, 

. Daniel Tµmer writes about how the completely unjustified policy. They 
Biden administration is killing or ~ Glick :µi,d his fellow Demo­
slowing down qjl, natural gas and a:atic commission~ up tq the com­
coal production by •weaponizing• . mittee to explain themselves,• 
agencies like the Federal Energy , . 

General Antonio Guterres and UN 
climate chief Christina Figueres 
crafted a plan that granted abso­
lute dictatorial power to national 
governments to act under UN 
mandates to destroy the fossil fuel, 
livestock and other industries. 

'Their collectivist, totalitarian 
plans were said to be based on 
claims that relatively minor in­
creases in carbon dioxide concen­
trations in the atmosphere would 
( according to unchecked science 
fiction writers) submerge the Statue 
of Liberty, raise sea levels to kill or 
displace billions, and bum up land 
long devoted to agriculture. 

'Ordinary humans, they argued, 
must substitute plant-based 'meats' 
and eschew even seafood, drive only 
electric vehicles, and downsize their 
lifestyles ( except for the elites, whose 
lifestyles would remain opulent). 

' Signs that the scientific commu­
nity may soon be ending its love af­
fairwith di mate catastrophe policies 
come from, of all places, scientific 
commentaries on the brand-new 
Summary for Policymakers of the 
AR6 WGI repon of the Intergovern­
mental Panel on Climate Change 
(IPCC). NASA climate advisor 
Gavin Schmidt, for example, has 
criticized the IPCC models as un­
. realistic and not backed by data. 

' Maybe now the world is ready 
to listen to the 1, JOO-plus scientists 
and experts, led by Norwegian Nobel 
laureate Ivar Giaever, who signed 
_onto the new Climate Intelligence 

. (Clintel) statement that 'there is no 
Regulatory Committee (FERC). , The real catastrophe 

ih~ Bic;len Administration's war .. 
on fossil fuels is multi-pronged. Go. Also in RealClear Energy, Duggan 
after their financing through the ultra- . Flanakin published on August 29 
woke ESG movement threatening a critique of the .UN plan for zero 
banks from lending them the-neces- emi~ions (' Ul'1's net-zero plan is 
sary capital. Go after their permitting the real catastrophe'). He wrote: 
with endless slow-walking by the ' Putin's bloo.d'y invasion of 
bureaucrats in the Department of Ukraine-is an affront to humanity, 
Interior. And go after the inframructure. given his taigeting of civilians. 
byweaponizingagenciesliketheFed- ' B4t Putin's invasion may be 
era! .Eru:rgy ~tory ,ColllIIUSYQn, sav.ing.Europe,.,,,. and o~ natic;ins, 
(FERC) by stopping pipelines and - from their blind devotion to the 
other n~ projects. .'climate catastrophe' movement and 

climate emergency. The independent 
. international foundation asserts tha~ 

'Climate science has degenerated into 
a discussion based on beliefs, not on 
sound self-critical science'. 

' While doing all this witjl one the worldwide push to 'Net Zero 
hand, you pour billions into unreli- by ).050: Even before Putin's war 
able :wind and solar with tl}e other,., disrupte4 European energy supplies 

Recently \he American people · vastly im;reased energy .costs, Euro­
watched Democrats in Congress jam peans were suffering from senseless 
through.a massive, partisan climate 'gi:een'-e11ergy pqlicies imposed in 
change spending package. The $369 the na)lle of'~g the planet:­
billion law is crammed with s~cial- "The radical Net Zerq plan, craft­
interest giveaways to the.green · ed by_. the lJ.Qited,Nations and 
energy sector, huge sums to .hire endorsed by Sllch entities a.s the 
87,000 more IRS agents, and th~ . World Econ911'1,ic Forum, \l!OUld 
-establishm~nt of a national green _pressnationstoabdicaterelianceon ,. 
bank. It received zero Rep,ublican fossil fuels, nuclear energy, and even 
suppon and will be a major point hydroelectric dams in favor of so­
of contention come Election Day. called 'green energy' that is not that 

' Back in February, the: Federal green and does not generate and 
Energy Regulatory Commission, or transmit reliable, affordable energy. 
FERC, made an incredibl~ political ' Chief architects UN Secretary-

., ,· . ... . ,, - ! .• , 

"The just-released Clintel docu­
ment states that natural as well as 
anthropogenic factom cause climate 
change, and everyone really knows 
that the Earth's climate has varied as 
long as the planet has existed - with 
natmal.~hases . . JJo,.'-

. ~Not only have IPCC-favored di­
mate models exaggerated the effect 
of greenhouse gases (like carbon 
dioxide), they have also ignored the 
fact that enriching the atmosphere 
with CO2 has many benefits. The 
fact is that CO2 is essential for all 
life on Earth, and that additional 
CO2 in the atmosphere promotes 
.growth in global plant biomass and 
increase_s crop yields worldwide. 

' Moreover, said the scientists 
and experts, there is no statisti­
cal evidence that warming global 
temperatures have intensified hur-
ricanes, floods, droughts, and such­
like natural disasters, nor that they 
have made them more frequent • 

yenobserver@gmail.com 



~~Sm,,c,c --· [W D D D 

J~e )lanila Jtmes 
BANNER EDITORIAL C ARTOON 

COMMUNICATION STORY 
AND 

09-01 -22 

TITLE : 

I NITIATIVES 

SERVICE 

PAGE 
DATE 

Climate-smart Palawan: Creating climate 
resilience in the Calamianes group 

.-.. • 

S'D\RllNG this quartei; the research 
and scientific advocacy that my 

research scientists and I have done 
will be shared using this amazing plat­
form. This will help to inspire more 
people to make a difference regardll'$ 
of their status and background. 

The project 

Deemed to be the "hotspot" and the 
country's last ecological frontiei; the 
Calamianes group (Busuanga, Coron 
and Culion islands) of Palawan is reli­
ant on farming and fishery resources 
for livelihoods and food security. 
Climate change and variability, in­
cluding climate hazards ( e.g., tropical 
cyclones, flooding. sea-level rise and 
drought), impact the farming and 
fishery systems and the vulnerability 
of dependent communities. This proj­
ect aims to investigate the wor.;t-<:ase 
scenarios that happened to these 
islands, which include biophysical 
and socioeconomic stresses as well as 
~ological trauma and secular ac­
tivities. It also contributes to improv­
ing community adaptation schemes 
by characterizing, assessing and 
predicting the future offood resources 
using the simplest and uncomplicated 
approach - the track-risk-impact­
policy ('IRIP} to resiliency framework 
Focusing on adaptation elucidations 
and strategies for enhancing climate 
resilience at the local level contributes 
to capacity development and local 
empowerment Integration of natural, 
social and economic studies identifies 
a range of options for management 
and policy reform. These alternatives 
are delivered as briefing materials to 
manager.; and decision-makers in 
communities' and society at large in the 
islands. The strong partnership with 
the local government units and other 
stakeholders ( community of farmers, 
fisherfolk, Indigenous people. NGOs, 
academe, church, women, youth 
and private sector), provides strong 

•
HARVARD 

VERITAS 

GLENNS. 
BANAGUAS 

scientific and political support for the 
development of effective science-based 
governance approaches, which are 
needed to position vulnerable com­
munities for an improved future. 

Change created 

Under the project, "Climate-smart 
Palawan: Creating Climate Resilience 
in Calamianes Group of Islands,• 
the TIUP to resiliency and sustain­
ability framework was used to create 
a momentum of change not only for 
the islands of Calamianes but also 
on the other islands in Palawan. This 
TIUP framework was used both in the 
research and capacity building. This 
provides solutions that reduce the 
risks and prevent potential damage 
and losses in the silands. The out­
comes are as follows: 1) land-zoning 
apd new building codes have been 
implemented to reduce the vulner­
ability of the communities; 2) adjust­
ment of the agricultural calendar per 
island has-been executed to addrl'$ 
the issue of food security and water 
sufficiency; 3) climate-proofing or 
climate-smart approaches for post­
production management practices 
have been integrated into the plan­
ning and have been also taught to the 
communities of farmers, fishermen 
and Indigenous people; 4) com­
munities have been trained to apply 
sustainable natural resource manage­
ment in order to increase the resilience 
of food production; 5) renewable 
energy sources in the off-grid island 
have been identified; 6} climate-smart 
rainwater harvesting systems have 
been recommended to addrl'$ the 
issue of water security, especially in the 
most remote areas; 7} gender equality 

■ ECCRI research scientists John Matthew Glico, Raeyan Ramos, Marlon C_o,:; · 
Angelo Regalado, Victor Angelo Fuentebella and Glenn Banaguas (seate~i . , 
ii! Calauit Island, Busuanga, Palawan. 

initiatives and considerations, the use 
of traditional knowledge and practices 
on agro-biodiversity, sustainable land 
management (SIM) and sustainable 
forest management (SFM) have been 
strengthened; and 8) gender-respon­
sive measures, the role of women in 
the development and conservation 
processes have been enhanced. 

How resilience was built 

One specific climate-related issue was 
a storm surge event brought by Super 
Typhoon "Haiyan• ("Yolanda' ), 
which resulted in billions of pesos 
worth of damage and losses. More 
than 24,000 people in the Calamianes 
islands (Busuanga-Coron-Culion) 
were affected. People were warned, 
but they did not leave the place. 
Some thought that it was a normal 
tropical cyclone. And others said 
that they did not understand the 
terminologies that were used. One 
of the findings of our research was 
that there is a need to communicate 
"climate science and policy' to the 
stakeholders and their communities. 
There's a need to train and capacitate 
all the stakeholders to achieve a 
climate-smart and disaster-resilient 
Palawan. And that's the =ce of the 
model - the '1RIP to resiliency and 

sustainability framework' - from-re- : 
search to assessment to collaboration. 
to implementation: 1) the research . 
was conducted on the islands; 2) the 
results were presented to the decision-· 
makers, administrators and officials 
for validation; 3) collaboration with . 
the different stakeholders was estab­
lished; 4) two batches of scientific · 
capacity development and training · 
were done; 5) science-based policies. 
and action plans were formulated;. 6} -
climate change adaptation programs 
and projects were developed and . 
implemented; 7) climate-smart a!): 
preaches were established using the 
"multi-stakeholder' approach; 8} a:-: 
monitoring and evaluation (M&E) 
system was jointly established; 9} link­
ages with the development partners 
were strengthened; and 10) resoUI\'.'f• -
mobilization was also introduced.·- ._·_-

Glenn S. Banaguas Sci. Dpl. is a UN­
Sasakawa laureate for Disaster Risk.­
Reduction. He is a The Outstand, · 
ing Filipino (JOFTL) laureate, NASF. 
Outstanding Young Scientist of the: 
Philippines, US-Asean science and 
technology fellow; EU-Asia climate; 
diplomat Asean science, Royal Soci­
ety-The World Academy of Sciences · 
awardee; and Asia Leaden; awardee 
for sustainability leader.;hip. 
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Davao Oriental Governor Malanyaon sets 

targets to uplift province frotn 'poorest' rank 
BY MANUEL T. CAYON 

· 'I @awimailbox 

M indanao Bureau Chief 

DAVAO CITY- The provin­
cial government of Davao 
Oriental is setting its eyes 

• on lifting the province the dire 
straits , and the current priority 
programs would seek to cushion 
the continuing sore of being the 

tential economic driver, with her 
program on "Davao.Oriental Beauti­
ful," a campaign to "showcase Davao 
Oriental as a world-class tourism 
destination in the country." 

"We want people to realize that 
we live in a really beautiful prov­
ince blessed with all these natural 
resources," she said referring to the 
Mount Hamiguitan Range Wildlife 
Sanctuary, Mindanao's first and a 

second poorest province in the 
Davao Region. 

· GovernorCorazonN. Malanyaon 
told local chief executives that she 
would be tweaking her policies to "to 
uplift the lives of her Davao Oriental 
constituents, who are still reeling 
from the effects of the pandemic and 
the current inflation." 

Malanyaon said she would be con­
centrating on Oplan Kalsada, Opera-

Unesco World Heritage site. 
She said she has organized ten 

teams each with a set ofheavyequip­
mentto the lOmunicipalities, taking 
advantage of the dry season. "Hope­
fully, we can deploy all equipment not 
later than the last week of August," 
she said. 

On Operation Pailaw, the gover­
nor said, the provincial government 
and the Davao Oriental Electric Co-

tion Ilaw, renewable energy and two 
programs she called Davao Oriental 
Beautiful and Nationalizing Davao 
Oriental Provincial Center. 

The governor added she would 
. prioritize the rehabilitation of roads 
particularly those leading to farms 
and tourist destinations as her eco­
nomic development agenda ce·nters 
on agriculture and tourism. 

She said tourism could'be ·a po-

operative, Inc. (Doreco) wouldlaunch 
a clearing operation of electric lines 
across the province to address fre­
quent power outages. 

Malanyaon said she hopes to im­
prove the power supply situation in 
the province by tapping renewable 
energy. She said the province was 
currentlydiscussingwithaJapanese 
company interested in investing in a 
biomass powerplant. 
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editorial 
Weather whiplash: Deadly 
droughtsandsuperfloods 
t THE most direct impact of ice loss is the escalation of global 

warming. The extra heat now being absorbed by the planet 
where ice used to exist has intensified global warming. This 

year alone, we've all watched in horror as a record number of$1 bil-
lion disasters- including wildfires, heat waves, floods, and rapidly 
intensifying hurricanes-devastated parts of the US and elsewhere, 
threatening the security of affected con:imuniti~s, straining agricul­
ture and food security, and stretching relief resources. This, Senators, 
is the face of global warming." 

That's how Dr. Jennifer Francis, senior scientist at Woodwell Climate Re­
search Center, described the threats to national security posed by Arctic ice 
loss and warming when she testified at a US Senate hearing nearly two years 
ago. "The impacts I've discussed are symptoms of the underlying disease. To 
treat the disease, we need to pull out all the stops to reduce emissions ofheat­
trapping gases and to remove carbon from the atmosphere via natural (such 
as reforestation) and technological (carbon capture) means," she said. 

Francis has started studying "weather whiplash" in 2012, to find out why 
global weather patterns have been swingingwildlyfrom one extreme to another. 

The World Weather Attribution initiative was started in 2014 after scien­
tists concluded that the emerging science of extreme event attribution could 
be turned into measurable observations. Climate scientists at WWA provide 
robust assessments on the role of climate change in the aftermath of an ex- . 
trerri.e event. 

AP Science writer Seth Borenstein said the scientists at WWA, mostlyvolun­
teers who quickly examine extreme weather for a climate change fingerprint, 
have a strict criteria of events to investigate: they have to be record-breaking, , 
cause a significant number of deaths, or impact at least one million people. So 
far this year they've been swamped. He quoted a WWA official as saying there 
have been 41 events-eight floods, three storms, eight droughts, 18heatwaves 
and four cold waves-that have reached that threshold point. 

In just two weeks in late July and early August , the US had 10 downpours 
that are only supposed to happen one percent of the time-sometimes called 
l -in-100-year storms. That's not counting the Dallas region, a likely l-in-
1,000-year storm, where some places got more than nine inches of rain in 24 
hours, wrote Borenstein. In the Horn of Africa in the midst of a devastating 
but oft-ignored famine and drought, nearby flash floods add to the humanitar­
ian disaster unfolding. Europe, which suffered through unprecedented flood­
ing last year, has baked with record heat compounded by a 500-year drought 
that is drying up rivers and threatening power supplies, the AP report said. 

The United Nations' Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change em­
phasized what it called compounding weather disasters as a future threat. 
"Frankly how fast and how·badly it's now playing out is a surprise to many 
of us," said IPCC's Maarten van Aalst, director of the Red Cross Red Crescent 
Climate Centre in the Netherlands. "It's scary how quickly it is appearing in 
front of our eyes." 
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Scientis ts suspect climate change is at work in two different ways. The 
biggest way is simple pl)ysics. As the atmosphere warms it holds more water 
(7 percent more for every degree Celsius), scientist s said. Think of the air as 
a giant sponge, said UCLA and Nature Conservancy climate scientist Daniel 
Swain. It soaks up more water from parched ground like a sponge "which is 
why we're seeing worse droughts in some places," he said. Then when a weather 
system t ravels further,_it has more to dump, causing downpours. 

Another factor is the stuck and wavier jet stream- the atmospheric river 
that moves weather systems around the world-·said Francis ofWoodwell Cli­
mate Research Center. Storm systems don't move and just dump huge amounts 
of water in some places. Other places, like China, are stuck with hot weather 
as cooler, wetter weather moves around them. 

From the Associated Press: "Deaths from widespread flooding in Pakistan 
topped 1,000 since mid-June, officials said Sunday, as the country's climate 
minister called the deadly monsoon season "a serious climate catastrophe". The 
unprecedented monsoon season has affected all four of the country's provinces. 
Nearly 300,000 homes have been destroyed, numerous roads rendered impass­
able and elect ricity outages have been widespread, affecting miHions of people." 

Extreme weather events are getting more extreme in all parts of the world. 
As Francis has told the US Senate, "we need to pull out all the stops to reduce 
emissions of heat-trapping gases and to remove carbon from the atmosphere". 
There's an urgent need to deliver the same message to all governments and 
leaders of the world. 
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The future is bright for clean energy 

and transporta~ion in the c0untr}' 
WrfH all the local and international 

push and support for the institutional­
ization of "sustainable growth" using renew­
able energy sources, the Philippines is now on 
an upward motion towards a climate-resilient 
and climate-smart Philippines. 

Through the leadership of President Ferdi­
nand Marcos Jr., the entire bureaucracy is now 
being led toward a more climate-care-sensitive 
and energy-efficient direction. The Climate 
Change Commission (CCC) is the lead 
policymaking body of the government tasked 
to coordinate, monitqr and evaluate govern­
ment programs and ensure mainstreaming of 
climate change in national, local and sectoral 
development plans toward a climate-resilient 
and climate-smart Philippines. The Climate 
Change Commission has now found itself play­
ing a major role in one of the priority thrusts 
of the administration of President Marcos. It 
is only fittirrg that the chairman of the CCC is 
none other than the President himself. He is 
al~ joined by a wcll-balanced group of expert 
diplomats, lawyers and environmental plan­
ners. One ofits commissioners is well known to 
me, Commissioner Albert de la Cruz, who has 
been one of the foremost expert environmental 
planners and renewable energy advocates in 
our country for many years now. I have known 
him to be a principled and effective government 
seivant With the President at the helm and with 
a competent team behind him, the prospects of 

MY LAW.IQ 

JEREMIAH 
BELGICA 

theclimatechangecampaignofthecountryare 
surely very promising. 

One important development toward 
sustainability on which the country is now 
gaining a lot of ground is on the transition 
of vehicles into electric. This holds true for 
both the public and private sector. 

The electric vehicle (EV) is nothing new 
in the Philippines although its popularity 
has been limited because in the past the 
cost was simply too high. But this is no 
longer the case today. One can strongly 
argue now that it is worth buying an electric 
car especially with the sky rocketing prices 
of fuel. On the other hand, purchasing an 
EV will absolutely save you more money. 

Notwithstanding the initial up-front cost, 
the EV owner will eventually recover and 
even save more during the EV's useful life. 

More and more people today have been 
bitten by the EV bug as many have already re­
placed their gas- or diesel- consuming vehicles 
with EVs. It is a certainty that as technology 
improves, the cost of owning one will also be 
much less as the supply will also increase. It 
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would not be far-fetched to say that the EVs 
popularity among the working das., would be 
expected to increase as accm and affotdability 
become more prevalent Needless to say, electric 
vehicles will continue to look more attrac:tM 
when juxtaposed against the rising oil prices. 

According to studies, the global market 
for EVs has been growing at a compounded 
annualized growth rate (CAGR} of21.7 per­
cent, and by 2030 it is projected-to balloon 
from 8.1 million units to 39.21 million: 

One of the most important developments 
r in the Philippines when it comes to electric 

vehicles are the recent legislations. On April 15, 
2022, RepublicAct 11697, orwhatiscommonly 

· known as the "Electric Vehicle Industry Deffl. 
opment Act" (Evida), became effective. Th, 
Evida law outlines the regulatmy framework 
and creates a comprehensive road map for the 
operation ofEVs in the Philippines. 

To ensure that the objective of developing 
the electric vehicle inclustry is achieved, the 
Evida Law also mandated the creation of a 
Comprehensive Roadmap 'for the Electric 
Vehicle Industry, or Crevi, which will be the 
national road map and development plan for 
the EV indusny to accelerate the development, 
commercialliation and utili7.ation ofEVs in the 
country. It~ also stated that the •Crevi shall 
be incorporated in the Philippine Energy Plan 
and the National Transport Policy.• 

According to the law, the Crtvi shall 
f I 

include· four important aspects and com­
ponents: 1} EVs 'and charging stations; 2} 
manufacturing 3) research and development; 
and 4) human resource development. 

lt~tasl<tdtheDepartmentofEnergy(DoE) 
to come up with uniform and streamlined rules 
and regulations on the use and maintenance 
of charging stations and related equipment 
The DoE and the other government offices and 
stakehQlders are now hard at work to come up 
with the IRR of this important legislation. 

Related to the implementation of the Evida 
Law, the Metropolitan Manila Development 
Authority (MMDA} recently reminded the 
public that electric vehicle registration is a 
requirement and that it covers all electric-

. powered vehicles. Accordingly, even e­
bikes now require LTO registration. 

but one of the best parts of the Evida Law 
is the offer of several key tax incentives to 
businmes in the EV industry. These innova­
tio~s in the law are expected to create more ' 
opportunities for the manufacturers ofEVs 
and support the creation of the necessary 
infrastructure for EVs in the Philippines. 

Businessmen and investors must. re­
ally be encouraged to join the govern­
ment's push towards sustainability and 
clean energy source development. 

Indeed, the future is bright for clean 
energy and transportation because of 
EVs in the country. ' 
> I 
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Env'l disasters: 

constant affliction in our lives 

A
s the world gradually recovers from the 
massive havoc caused by the pandemic, 
mankind is being subjected next to mul­
tiple devastations caused by extreme 

weather conditions. These environmental 
disasters have probably occurred without in­
terruption during the past two years, but they 
were merely overshadowed by the health cri­
sis. As our attention becomes less focused on 
COVID-19, we are again noticing that our plan­
et is being baked dry in so many parts, and 
drowned in many otj:J.er parts. 

China is experiencing an extreme and ex­
tended heat wave and drought, resulting in a 
slowdown of its economy. The scorching heat 
wave has brought an unprecedented tempera­
ture of 45 degrees Celsius in some parts, ig­
niting wildfires. The drought has dried up so 
many rivers and reservoirs. With major cities 
dependent on rivers for hydroelectric power, 
transportation, and water for farms and com­
munities, factories, and manufacturing plants 
have shut down for lack of power, cities are ex­
periencing rolling blackouts, river transports 
are unable to move cargo across the country, 
fields and orchards are wilting, and commu­
nities are in dire need for alternate sources of 
tap water, reports The New York Times. 

Pakistan, which shares a border with China, 
is experiencing catastrophic floods described 
as "monsoon on steroids." Not less than 95,350 
houses have been destroyed, and 224,100 more 
have been damaged, more than 504,000 live- · 
stock have been killed, nearly 3,000 kilometers 
of roads and 129 bridges have been damaged, 
according to Reuters. At least 33 million peo­
ple have been impacted by floods, represent­
ing 15 percent of Pakistan's population, at least 
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1,136 people have been killed, and damage esti­
mates are at least $10 billion. 

Europe is experiencing drought described 
as "the worst in at least 500 years," according 
to a Global Drought Observatory report. Six­
ty-four percent of Europe is under some sort 
of drought warning, with 47 percent of the con­
tinent in "warning" conditions, which means 
soil has dried up, and another 17 percent is on 
alert, which means vegetation "shows signs of 
stress," the report says. Nearly all of Europe's 
rivers have dried up to some extent, with hy­
droelectric power dropping to 20 percent. The 
forecast is that the continent's harvest for corn 
will be down by 16 percent, soybeans by 15 per­
cent, and sunflower by 12 percent. 

Other countries that have experienced 
environmental disasters this year include, 
among many others, the following: South Af­
rica whose severe flooding is described as the 
"country's worst natural disaster on record;" 
Chile which is experiencing a massive drought 
described as the longest and most severe in 

the country in more than 1,000 years, and; 
Australia which has alternating drought and 
floods whose severity have been descril:Jed as 
"without precedent over the past 400 years." 

Except for.Severe Tropical Storm "Fiorita," 
which caused substantial damage to a swath 
of Luzon island a few days ago, the Philippines 
has largely been spared, so far this year, of the 
kind of extreme weather conditions that have 
battered the countries earlier mentioned. 
However, severe flooding has been experi­
enced by several of our urban centers even if 
they've been due merely to flash floods. As I 
write, a supertyphoon will graze the Philip­
pine Sea, and although it will not hit any of our 
islands, the increasing frequency of a superty­
phoon in our vicinity will constantly terrorize 
us like a Russian roulette. 

The consequences of the severe environ­
mental disasters in other parts of the world 
will hurt our country in an impactful way. The 
resulting shortages in staples like corn, wheat, 
sugar, rice, soybeans, and sunflower oil sup­
plies, and the increased demand for fuel for 
power generation, will distress us with high 
prices. If we are experiencing shortages and 
high prices now because of the Russia-Ukraine 
war, the yearly occurrence of environmental 
disasters that are getting stronger and stron­
ger threaten to normalize these high prices. 

The COVID-19 pandemic will probably 
bug us for a year or two more. But the dev­
astation and destruction that will be caused 
by the increasing frequency and severity of 
environmental disasters threaten to become 
a constant affliction in our lives. 

Comments to fleamarketofideas@gmail.com 
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DOE REVIEW OF MALAMPAYA 
SALE TO RAZON 'ON TRACK' 

By Jordeene a . Lagare 
@jord~enelagare 

The ongoing review of En­
rique Razon Jr.-led Prime In­
frastructure Capital Inc.'s ac­
quisition of a controlling stake 
in the Malampaya gas project 
is "on track," according to the 
Department of Energy (DOE). 

As part of the deci­
sion-making process, the DOE 
has tapped several technical, 
financial and legal advisers to 
help them look into certain as­
pects of the proposed sale. 

"Just to assure you that 
the review by the PNOC Ex­
ploration Corp. (PNOC-EC) on 
Prime Infra's acquisition is 
on track and, the notification 
to the DOE, having been re­
ceived, is also moving in paral­
lel," Energy Secretary Raphael 
Lotilla said in a virtual briefing 
held on Wednesday. 

The DOE indicated last 
week it would decide within 
the year on Razon's planned 

takeover of the Malampaya 
gas field and the PNOC-EC 
would likely give its consent 
to Shell's sale of its Malam­
paya interest. 

Lotilla said the advisers 
are expected to aid the DOE 
so that the decisions relative 
to the Malampaya deep water 
gas-to-power project "consid­
er all the relevant factors and 
are founded on sound techni­
cal analyses." 

Rufino Bomasang will lead 
the Technical Review Commit­
tee, along with Francisco Del­
fin Jr. and Froilan Tampinco as 
members and Edgar Benedict 
Cutiongco as a consultant. 

Roberto Manabat will head 
the Financial Review Commit­
tee, with J. Carlitos Cruz and 
Gabriel Singson Jr. as mem­
bers and lawyer Ephyro Luis 
Amatong as a consultant. 

Another lawyer, Luis Ma. 
Uranza, will act as a consul­
tant for the legal aspect of the 
transaction. 1 o 
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PZ.658 RAISED FOR MERALCO, 
MITSUl'S 15-MW RIZAL SOLAR FARM 
By Jordeene B. Lagare 
@jordeenelagare 

the· partnership of Manila 
Electric· Co. and Japan-based 
Mitsui .Group obtained 
P2.65-billion· in fresh funds to 
develop a 75-megawatt solar 
power project in Baras, Rizal. 

towards our target of building 
1,500 MW of renewable ener­
gy over the next seven years," 
said Jaime Azurin, president 
and CEO of MGen. 

MGEN Renewable Ener­
gy Inc. (MGreen), through its 
subsidiary PH Renewables Inc. 
(PHRI), tapped a 15-year term 
project financing from Rizal 
Commercial Banking Corp. 

RCBC Capital Corp. will 
serve as arranger for this 
transaction. 

PHRI-the joint ven­
ture- of MGreen, the renew­
able energy unit of Meralco 
PowerGen Corp. (MGen), 
and Mitsui & Co. subsidiary 
Mit-Renew!1bles Philippine 
Corp.-is constructing the 
facility at the grounds of 
Philippine Communications 
Satellite Corp. 

Sustainability initiatives 
Commercial operations 

of the solar project are slat­
ed within the first quarter of 
2023. Upon completion, it will 
supply renewable energy ·to 
MPower, Meralco's local retail 
electricity supply arm. 

"We are fully committed 
to building a greener future 
by actively funding renewable 
energy projects, consistent 
with our sustainability ini­
tiatives," RCBC president and 
CEO Eugene Acevedo said. 

RCBC Capital president 
and CEO Jose Luis Gomez, 
for his part, said this under­
taking "greatly benefits the 
country and the environment 
in general." 

Aside from the Rizal so­
lar project, PHRI is building a 
45-MW solar project in Cor­
don, Isabela. 

MGreen has a 51-percent 
equity stake in PowerSource 
First Bulacan Solar Inc., which 
started May last year the op­
erations of the 55-MW solar 
farm in San Miguel, Bulacan. 

Also, MGree~ and leading 
renewable energy company 
in the Asia-Pacific region, 
Vena Energy, began working 
on a 68-MW solar project in 
Ilocos Norte. 

"We look forward to tak­
ing part in this evolving en­
ergy landscape as we move 

MGen's power generation 
portfolio currently has a total 
gross capacity of 2,446 MW 
that utilizes coal, liquified 
natural gas, diesel and solar 
technologies. INQ 
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