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Top stories

Manila Bulletin, p. 10
Editorial by Manila Bulletin
and Tempo, p.4

Both with accompanying
editorial cartoon

Adaptation and
mitigation will
shield economy
from climate
change crisis

Investing in climate adaptation
measures,although costly in the
short term,the country will
benefit from the move
substantially in the long term ,
more so in terms of shielding the
population who largely are
income-dependent families,
aside from the long term
investment for climate resiliency
actions in the agricultural sector.

The Philippine case vis-a-vis
climate change mirrors the
primacy of instituting adaptation
and mitigation interventions
which far outweigh short term
economic gains as pointed out
by World Bank economists.

Daily Tribune p.4
Editorial

Ecology over
greed

The natural gas project of the
San Miguel conglomerate in
Batangas will result in the ruin of
the Verde Island PAssage and
the livelihood of residents in the
province, urging government to
scrap said project

The Phil. Star Ngayon, p.6
editorial with accompanying
editorial cartoon

Kalbong gubat
resulta, pagguho
ng lupa at baha

The recent disasters left by
typhoon Paeng, esp.in BARMM,
are instructive of the unabated
loss of the country”s forests due
to illegal logging and, unless
stopped by the DENR, disasters
will continue to happen in
greater intensity.




BusinessWorld,p. 5 by Tor
bjern Garstad (Opinion)

Phil. Daily Inquirer, p. A7
By Mariejo Ramos

Offshore wind
puts the
Philippines on
the road to
energy
independence

Window Closing:
on Climate
Mitigation efforts

Cautions the government not to
entirely leave with the
Department of Energy the
development of offshore wind in
the country, but that the DENR
should play a prominent role in
the undertaking given its
potential impact on marine and
biodiversity, particularly on
migratory birds and coral reefs.

G-20 countries should deliver on
their pledges to cut their carbon
emissions (Natiional Determined
Contributions) as time may be
falling short to avoid global
catastrophe , according to the
2022 UN Emissions Gap Report
of the UNEP
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Parls Climate Change pact ‘
vital for PHL—Sen, Legarda

BY ButcH FERNANDEZ ¥ @butchiBl]

S-EN:’;’I‘E-Fmsidén_t-P raTempore -

Loren Legarda -affirmed cver

‘the weelend the importancd -

of‘the Pariz Climate Chdnge Agree-

_henttothe countryasthe Phitippine
~delégation, led by Sénate President
Juan. Miguel Zubirl, met Tuesday

with Brench legislators.

Legarda reminded that ovie bf
the manyadvacacies and issues that
bond Brance.and the Philippines is
the Paris. Agreeraent:

“Being numbér one in the:world
risk.index, as the most vulnerable

wation in, the world, we value our-

ratification of the Paris Accord i
2013," Legarda saidl recalling their

_neeting with Guillaurne Kasbarian,

President of France's Commission

-for Beonomic Affzirsand Membér of -
‘Parliamentofthe Nationil Ads emh])r

{Eure-et-Loir).

" She moted that the Wotld Risk

Index 2027 Report released: last

September ranked the Philippines

witlj. the hig}ieél‘-naturaf disaster

risk among 193 nations glabaily.
Citing this tanking, Legarda

. prodded the Burapean Unien (EU)

to increase gts Nationally Deter-.
mined Contributions [NDC); the
climate action plans submitted by
nations, to leksen the impact of cli-

‘mate-change on. vulnerable coun-

‘tries; such:as the Philippines.

The senator técalled it has heen
“sevén years since the ratification
of the accord and it is incumbent

upon industrialized nations in the -

EU, including France, fo pérhaps
gedlerip the Nationally Deterniined
Contributions so-that dulierable

ammpratfointeelilainlie: Philippines, wehiich.

only etnits ¥ of 1 pertentin terms.of
glcbal g'_reenhuuse gas__((‘HG) emis-

‘sions, will riat be as affected

" At the same‘time, Legarda af-.
firmed, "“This iz one of the adve- ‘
" cacies that I shdre with my col-

leagues; iwhichweknowthe Prench

governmentand the French prople |
Kald dearly, as well, because thlsi_

impacts dur energ}r SECIll'lt)l', ur
food security.™

" Itwill be recalled that the Buro-
pean Cm_nm_l_s_swn has commltt_ed

to decrease ‘GG emissions from.
-the EU by 2030 and producd "net
zero™ emiissions by 2050, acrordmg':

toWarld: Baik.

Motetiver it also nates thit 76
percent . of global greenhouse gas
emissons are coming from China,
the United States-and the EUL

Legardaandtherestol the Philip-
pinedelégaticnalsometwith French-

South East Asian Friendship Group.
led by SenatorMathieu Darnaudand:

Madame Gisele Jourds, Vice. Presi-
dent afthe Comihittée on-Buropéan

Affairsand Pr%ldentddeqlgnate for-

the Phiflippines.

Sherecalled that during the meet-
ing,Legarda; founderandptes1dentof
thePhilippinés-Franre Pariamentary:
Fnend.shrpAssnc:allurl corveysdthe
Phihppmess cojamitment to the
ngh Ambition. Ctralitioh (HAC) far

“Nature and Peaple, at the sarme time

thanking. Franee “for its continued

) assi__s'tauce to the Phitfippities.”

*['aim glad that France doesfiot

.stopin- ‘halping in giving technologi-
"eal, téchmt.al andcapanty -building,
_and aven f'nanc:al assistance in'so.

farasbiodiversityconservation, sus-

‘tainable development, and climate .
-action,” she said.

In ]eading -the -suppart for the-

Philippines’s actibnsagatiistclimate -

change, the senator also acknowl-

adged the Agenea Uangaise de Devel-
.opment (AVD) ax'it alsoy tommitied

GUR 482 million for the courtry.
Thie lawmaker Tikewise recalled

“that in 2021, a polity-based loan
-amounting to EUR 250 million was
‘granted tethe Philippineshy Prange

as funding support fof disaster risk”

‘teduction, preparedness, dnd. ro-

spdnse at the localleval..
“We are grateful [ar your con-
tinued support for the Philippines

.and other developing nations, and

as the COP talks start-in the-first

weék of November in Egypt. this
year. We hope that France will be
‘on the side of developing nations
60 that the $100 billion commit-

méntin theParie Agreementwould
finally be realized, and so that the

issues of logs and damage, _\Jvhi_i‘.h.i's'

important to vuliefable nations,

could alzo be defended.or éven dis-

cussed,” said Legarda.

The Philippine delegation dom-
yprised of Legarda; Zubiri, Seriate
Majorily Leader Joel Villanueva,
Senate Deputy Majority Leader
Joseph Victor ‘Bjercifo, and Sens,
Mahiel Lapid, Maria Lourdes Bi-
nay; Grace Pos, and Christo her

wiercelf, B it fabak
tor Damel bremlllet mamber of
the Committee for Beonomic Af-
fairs and President of the Study
Gropon Ehergy; ad Pascal Cliaik,
Deputy Dlrc'ctm’ for Int Tigttonal
Relations Division of The Atamit
Energy Commission.
* 'House Committes on Ways aid.
Means Chairman Jdey SarteSaléeda,
for: his patt, sdid eountries like the

"Philippinés must coritinue to push
for ackbowledgment and rorapen-

sation for "loss-and damige” ahéad
of COP 27, or the 2029 United Ma-
tions- Climate Change Conlerence:
“Inanewsstatemgrit, Salcedasaid
“Typhaon Paeng wasn 't supposed to’

-béthat sttong, and yel killed gaveral

dezensof people dustostron gér than
expected floods."*

Balceda whnwa-;fﬂrmerlythe(!o
Chair of the United Natitns Green.
Clithaté Purid, will be part.of the
Fhilippiné delégation to the Confer-
ence of Parties (COP) 27, or the 2022
[Faited NationsClimate Change Con-

-ference, set i Bgypt this year,

. “Climate changg killy: ThetsisToss
and damage. And countriés like the.
FPhilippings that ave the most-at-risk

duetaitsimpartshavearmoral respon-
-slbility and the misral ascéndancy to

f:ght'férthepr'mcmle_af]nSsan’dd_am_-
age, Salceda zaid.’
: IﬁfﬁhmMad{N Befoim: .
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Adaptation and mitigation will shield
economy from climate change risks

World Bank economist has signaled the
urgency of climate change adaptation and
rmtlgatwn measures in order to shield the
ilippine economy from slower growth that
could bring about higher economic and human costs
to the needy and marginalized sectors.

Souleymane Coulibaly, World Bank lead econo-
mist, said climate shocks would erode natural and
physical capital, as well as reduce labor productivity,
thereby adversely affecting the country’s economic
growth. He cautioned, too, that the government’s fi-
nancial capability would be strained, and that domes-
tic and external competitiveness could be impaired.

World Bank estimates on the economic costs of
climate change were derived from typhoon informa-
tion. As a climate-vulnerable country, the Philip-
pines bears the brunt of an average of 20 typhoons
a year, with losses and damages in the past decade
amounting to a 0.5 percent loss in the country’s Gross
Domestic Product (GDP).

Vice Chairman and Executive Director Robert E. A:
Borje of the Climate Change Commission — a body
chaired by President Ferdinand Marcos, Jr. — has
pointed out the need for climate equity and climate
justice to climate vulnerable countries. According to
Germanwatch, world-recognized publisher of the
Global Climate Risk Index, the Philippines is ranked
fourth most vulnerable country to climate change.

This explains the country’s preeminent position as

an authoritative and influential voice among Climate

Vulnerable Countries (CVC). During COP 21, the 21st
Conference of Parties to the United Nations Frame-
work Agreement on Climate Change, the Philippines

hasdad +this avniie Mhaea dlhmes Planaldaee o _

S. Aquino III chaired a special forum at which the
CVCs weighed in on their proposals that facilitated
the crafting of the historic Paris Agreement of 2015.
After decades of stalemate, the countries of the world
finally agreed to limit the emission of greenhouse
gases in order to mitigate global warming and reduce
the frequency and strength of typhoons and floods
in the CVCs.

Climate shocks would drag down the govern-
ment’s poverty reduction effort, whose metrics
mainly depend on economic growth and income dis-
tribution, according to the World Bank. The average
output losses of the Philippines due to climate change
will be at 3.2 percent of gross domestic product (GDP)
by 2030 and could further rise to 5.7 percent by 2040.

Under the much worse scenario, the World Bank
estimated that the costs of climate shocks could
amount to 7.6 percent by 2030 and 13.6 percent
by 2040. “As illustrated by this figure, you can see
the poor would suffer the most. The poorer the
households, the more negatively the consumption
is estimated to be affected by climate change,” Mr.
Coulibaly said.

While the cost of climate adaptation could be
substantial, this is easily outweighed by the more
significant economic benefits. To illustrate, the cost
of making vulnerable new infrastructure in the Phil -
ippines climate resilience is estimated to be about
0.6 percent of GDP annually, at level with the cost of
improving climate resilience in the agricultural sector. -

The clarion call to the citizenry from the Climate
Change Commission should be heeded: “Today is
an opportunity to get things right: to secure climate
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Adaptation and mitigation
will shield economy from
climate change risks

A World Bank economist
has signaled the urgency of
climate change adaptation
and mitigation measures in
order to shield the Philip-
pine economy from slower
growth that could bring
about higher economic and
human costs to the needy
and marginalized sectors.

Souleymane Coulibaly,
World Bank lead econo-
mist, said climate shocks
would erode natural and
physical capital, as well as
reduce labor productivity,
thereby adversely affect-
ing the country’s economic
growth. He cautioned, too,
that the government’s fi-
nancial capability would be
strained, and that domestic
and external competitive-
ness could be impaired.

World Bank estimates on
the economic costs of cli-
mate change were derived
from typhoon information.
As a climate-vulnerable
country, the Philippines
bears the brunt of an aver-
age of 20 typhoons a year,
with losses and damages in
the past decade amounting
to a 0.5 percent loss in the
country's Gross Domestic
Product (GDP).

Vice Chairman and Ex-
ecutive Director Robert
E. A. Borje of the Climate
Change Commission --- a
body chaired by President
Ferdinand Marcos, Jr. --- has
pointed out the need for
climate equity and climate
justice to climate vulner-
able countries. According to
Germanwatch, world-recog-
nized publisher of the Global
Climate Risk Index, the Phil-
ippines is ranked fourth
most vulnerable country to
climate change.

This explains the country’s
preeminent position as an
authoritative and influential
voice among Climate Vulner-
able Countries (CVC). During
COP 21, the 21st Conference
of Parties to the United Na-
tions Framework Agree-
ment on Climate Change,
the Philippines headed this

group. Thus, then President
Benigno S. Aquino III chaired
a special forum at which the
CVCs weighed in on their
proposals that facilitated
the crafting of the historic
Paris Agreement of 2015. Af-
ter decades of stalemate, the
countries of the world finally
agreed to limit the emission
of greenhouse gases in order
to mitigate global warming
and reduce the frequency
and strength of typhoons
and floods in the CVCs.
Climate shocks would drag
down the government’s pov-
erty reduction effort, whose
metrics mainly depend on
economic growth and in-

come distribution, accord- |

ing to the World Bank. The

average output losses of the '\

Philippines due to climate
change will be at 3.2 percent

of gross domestic product g

(GDP) by 2030 and could
further rise to 5.7 percent
by 2040. :

Under the much worse
scenario, the World Bank

estimated that the costs of |

climate shocks could amount
to 7.6 percent by 2030 and

13.6 percent by 2040. “As }
illustrated by this figure, (4

you can see the poor would
suffer the most. The poorer

the households, the more |'§

negatively the consumption
is estimated to be affected by
climate change,” Mr. Couli-
baly said.

While the cost of climate
adaptation could be substan-
tial, this is easily outweighed
by the more significant eco-
nomic benefits. To illustrate,
the cost of making vulnera-
ble new infrastructure in the
Philippines climate resilience
is estimated to be about 0.6
percent of GDP annually, at
level with the cost of improv-
ing climate resilience in the
agricultural sector.

The clarion call to the
citizenry from the Climate
Change Commission should
be heeded: “Today is an op-
portunity to get things right:
to secure climate equity and
justice for all.”
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Ecology

- over greed

Environmental groups are questioning Asian

- t‘l' M!v e

R e

_ ire of Batanguefios and ecology groups.

conglomerate San Miguel Corporation’s
expressed commitment to safeguarding
the environment and public welfare
as it pursues projects that put natural
resources at risk.

In the rush to put up a liquefied
natural gas facility in Batangas to feed
the fuel requirements of the Ilijan plant
and another one under construction,
SMC is endangering the Verde Island
Passage or VIP that, in turn, earned the

The Department of Agrarian Reform

has ordered a halt on the project, | = |
while different groups are working on

the revocation of the environmental
compliance certificate awarded to
SMC.

The DAR action was based on its
failure to acquire a land conversion | |
approval for the project site. "
A campaign has raised 12,5600 | |
signatures thus far on the petition |

platform Change.org for the government {2

to deny permits for fossil gas plants and S

LNG terminals in Batangas.
. The petition described the passage |
as an underwater wilderness that
stretches for more than 1.4 million |
hectares through the provinces of \
Batangas, Marinduque, Mindoro
Occidental and Oriental and Romblon.
Over 1,736 fish and 338 coral species, and
thousands of other marine life rely on the habitat.
The marine area protects 60 percent of all
known shore fish species in the world, making
it the most biodiverse marine habitat on the
planet. It is called the Mecca of global marine
shore fish biodiversity. ST
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Moreover, this marine corridor provides food
to more than two million Filipino fisherfolks.
Since it is an ecological wonder, the area is also a
travel hotspot and a source of tourism livelihood

for millions in the coastal area. .
— The petition also cited
(14 Executive Order 5788 which

A campaign former President Gloria
- has raised  \[acapagal-Arroyo signed on 8

12,500 November 2006 which committed
thus far the government to ensure the
for the protection, conservation, and

government to sustainable resource use of the
deny permits VIP Marine Corridor.
Jor fossil Following this, representatives
gas plants  of provinces and various agencies
g:dLNE GI . made a strong commitment to
Batangas.m protecting VIP on 29 March
2017 through a Memorandum of
Agreement creating the VIP Marine Protected
Area Network and Law Enforcement Network.

An alarm has been raised in the petition
over the expansion “of a fossil fuel industry in
the province of Batangas, on top of an already
existing coal and gas fleet.”

“The Philippine government and fossil fuel
proponents are pursuing massive plans to build
new natural gas, more accurately fossil gas,
power plants and LNG terminals in Batangas,”
according to the petition.

In the integrated project, Atlantic Gulf and
Pacific Co.-Linseed is building a liquefied natural
gas import terminal facility in Batangas City,
and SMC-Excellent Energy Resources Inc. is

"constructing a 1.75 gigawatt LNG power plant
in the same vicinity.

Both projects are threats to the biodiversity
of the VIP and the livelihoods of the people who
depend on it. Greed should be prevented from
destroying the riches of nature that generations
would benefit from.

The petitioners are now strongly urging
government action to preserve the natural
resource.
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arid realize some iniportant things. I say 4 little” because, aftér a

.IT often takes caiamltles ot dlsasters for' people tor wake upa 4 little
while, we do have a tendenc:v to: forget And 8 the cycle smlplv

repeats itself, .

Asfar as TyphoonPaeng is con

cerhed, as of this writing, news Fet,

portshavecome out that therewer
massivedestruction, landslides di
placement, deaths, and ﬂoodm
' souie areas ind Mmdanao, 1 '_" 223
hoanga,
“rat, and Cctabato Cer

Relief has toreach the needy
more quickly. There were a few

smafl efforts that were visible on-

line at the heightof the typhaon,
but again people always need to
know where to send immediate
helpso famllles ifi evacuation

 centers will hiot starve and re-
¢ main warm and well; Many of +-. .

their needs—like medicines; -

dothing, blankets, food items,

cookingingredients, water, and
the like—have to réach them

quickly, for obvious reasons. - -,{_ _

- have toreach themguickly, £ far o]gvr- ‘
--ous reasons. Needless to say, there-

sources ofthasmalltescueand rehef

) orgamzatlons will never be enough

for all the needs of those.,
ct€dfFor example, th&cash cul-

tmnai”govemmentallocatesbudgets

#in Mmda‘nad We alt’ know the na- o °

- .may cotirse
Coel Pantry PH (251 1

- while thogewh wnuld 111&- 107

-w1th aplatﬁy:lm to mat

) 0n81b1hty

N w:thout so much fanfare,

Finally, wehavebeencallingtime
and again -for our enwmnmentall_

 agencies to take great care and re-

spansibility for safeguarding our
forests, trees, moiiritaing, waters,
and Mother Nature as a whole. II-
legal logging and Guartying, . for
one thing, have fo stop because the
trade«offs are high. Lives; livalf-’
hood, and ¢ our people’s fitiire are at

-+ take. Andaslong as we aré unable’

t6 Gvercome our greed, our paople
ill iontitue to suffer: -greatly in.
i€ ydars: to come: How. ‘many more
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Negros Oriental approved 140

ITH all eyes on the Percy
Lapid murder case, it's easy
to forget the pile of unsolved
murder cases from the past six
years. For instance, a week from
now will be three years since ra-
dio broadcaster Dindo Generoso
was gunned down in Dumaguete
City. Initially, the progress of the
case was fast. Two of the suspects
were arrested, the suspected trig-
german surrendered, and the
owner of the backup vehicle was
identified. Murder charges were
" filed against the four. Alas, three
years later and all is quiet on
that front. Then Negros Oriental
Provincial Police Director Julian
Entoma didn't live to see the kill-
ers brought to justice. He passed
away in August 2021, at 57 years.
However, the case was sud-
denly back in the limelight after
Negros Oriental Gov. Roel De-
gamo claimed that the alleged
triggerman and one of the accom-
plices are among the 100 plus
persons whose applications for
quarry operations were cleared by
Pryde Henry Teves and endorsed
to the Mines and Geosciences
Bureau (MGB). Mr. Teves, the
brother of Negros Oriental Third
District Rep. Arnie Teves, served
as governor from June 30 until
the special provincial board of
canvassers in Negros Oriental on
October 3 canceled his certificate
of proclamation and proclaimed
Degamo the rightful winner of
the May 9, 2022 elections.
Degamo, in his October 27 press
conference with lawyer Richard
Enojo, revealed that Teves, dur-
ing his three months in office,
approved 141 quarry projects —
mostly for sand and gravel extrac-
tion — and signed corresponding
endorsement letters to the MGB-7
regional director Armando L.
Malicse for the latter to issue area

RESURGENCE

MARIT
= STINUS-
7. N (ABUGON

clearance and status for the proj-
ects. Teves’ endorsement letters,
posted online, show that among
the project holders are Roger
Rubio, the suspected triggerman
in Generoso’s murder, and Teddy
Salaw, the man who was accused
of driving the backup vehicle. The
murder charge against Salaw was
dismissed by the prosecutor. Rubio
reportedly returned to active duty
in Negros Oriental some time ago,
but he may since have retired.

As for the other quarry project
proponents, the governor pointed
out that several had the same family
names as certain known personali-
ties, for instance; Depalubos, Mallari,
Futalan and Lacuesta. Henry Teves'
legal officer during his brief stint as
governor was Ronel Depalubos. A
number of “Depaluboses” are listed
among sand and gravel extraction
project proponents. Are they related
or is it a mere coincidence? How
about Mallari, Futalan and Lacuesta?
Degamo claimed that one of the
project proponents is a child of Col.
Germano Mallari. Police colonels
Mallari and Carlos Lacuesta and
LtCol. Alvin Futalan are or have been
assigned in Negros Oriental. Mallari,
a native of Daanbantayan, Cebu,
served as provincial director from
October 2021 until he was relieved
on August 16. The relief became
controversial as an order was issued,
then recalled, on August 15, and a
new one issued the following day.

Mallari's relief came a month
after he cheated death when he
and his companions — all on
motorcycle — were hit by a truck in
San Carlos City, Negros Occiden-
tal. Col. Ruben Verbo, the newly

quarry applications in 3 months

M Negros Oriental Gov. Roel Degamo, at his Oct. 27, 2022 press
conference, is seen showing letters signed by former governor Pryde
Henry Teves, endorsing various sand and gravel projects to the Mines
and Geosciences Bureau. With Governor Degamo is lawyer Richard Enojo.
PHOTO/SCREENSHOT OF VIDEQO POSTED IN GOV. ROEL
DEGAMO’S OFFICIAL FACEBOOK PAGE

installed chief of the Guihulngan
City police, was killed in this tragic
accident. The group was reportedly
on its way to Bacolod City.
Going back to the controver-
sial sand and gravel extraction
projects whose applications
for area clearance and status, I
understand, the MGB-7 office
hasn't acted upon yet, some were
endorsed by Teves as late as Sep-
tember 30. One of the Jetters that
was posted online concerns the
extraction of siliceous clay within
“unclassified public forest” in
Barangay Maaslum, Ayungon.
There is already existing silica
mining projects in this barangay,
I believe. And in the adjacent
barangay Jandalamanon, the
New People’s Army's Mt. Canser-
mon Command in January 2019
burned heavy equipment of an-
other mining company engaged
in silica mining. The estimated
damage was P120 million. The
mining company and then Ayun-
gon mayor Edsel Enardecido had
been at loggerheads over the
mining operations and there was
a suspicion that the mayor might

have had something to do with
the attack, an allegation that he,
a former marine, vehemently de-
nied. Enardecido was one of the
victims in the July-August 2019
shooting rampage carried out by
suspects who until this day have
not even been identified.
Degamo's trusted man, lawyer
Richard Enojo, who was with the
governor at the press conference,
was recently suspended from the
practice of law for six months
by the Supreme Court’s Second
Division for neglecting a client’s
case. And that's just one of the
controversies that Enojo has
figured in, which is not helping
Governor Degamo gain the con-
fidence of those who are skeptical
of his intentions. However, the
governor has official documents
to support his case that Pryde
Henry Teves in his three months

* as governor of Negros Oriental

approved nearly 150 applications
for various mineral extraction
projects from Santa Catalina in
the south to Guihulngan City in
the north, the proponents appar-
‘ently being his close allies.
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Sixteen-year-ald Encld (not her

real name}recalled how she falv
her. skin. crawl every time she.

tack a prek at the “halete™tres
towering & few meters away
from her classroam

it didn'Thelp whan the secti-
tiry guard at hér sehool i Gen-

eral Trias City. Cavite provinee,

warned - sehoolchildren Qo

gettoa'close ta the tree with he

creepy: haqgmg rnats because it
"ate peopie up.

They were ..a!ti it wag tHe-

:ﬁwelhng place of supernati-
tal monscars like the half-man,
half-horse ) “gkbalang”

tha ‘tree giant “kapre;” along

witlt the “diwaea” ffairy} and,

“dhvedide” [dwarf:

One day, Enpla saw-a “mai-
iposa® bumerfly, which seemed
bigger than g -uswal size, flut-
tering out of che halere's heflow
tTunk

The girl and her classmates
crowded around it for & clos-
er-jock and -concluded; as chil-
dren would, that-a diwara. raust
be’ [iving inside the balete and
shape-shifted ihee rharhurraefly.

“Back then, [ personally just

wantzed the ires to be gone so [

cowd get it off my mind,” Enola
said.

A stzpte in horrar stoties tn.

popular culture afd folklore in
the Philippines; the balete wee

fias beenthe object of fright and

I'EECH!EJ.'J.U“ a.mong r[hplnus T
decadas, aven centuries.

“White lady"

A popular wrhan - legend

abotr the tree i§ the Two-lane

streat. in New Manila, Quezon
City named after it.

A “white lady® is said 1o
stalk. unsuspecting mororises
passing aiong Batete Drive, but
that storv has ‘been retald in

many variations as far back | pec-

DapE as the 19708,

Cne such story, which hag
promoted. fear in some and
isughter in arhers.'is ahout a

seemingly disrranghe waman ln:
whirte whe hails a.cah ant asky,

the driver o drop lier off ar'a
Howse alang that road.

and

'A PALACE N ITSELF Thi
at Brgy. Campalanas; Lazi, Siquijor. 1t s the ultimate satting for a horror movie. It'fs locally known
.as the'sidest.and biggest tree in the province of Siquijor. Legends and myths have baen attached
+o the history of tras, —INQUIREK FILE EHOTD '

Upan reaching thardestina-

- tivn. the woman asks the driv-

er to wait for her and passes
throtigh the side of that house,
AfTer quitd a long-wait he

rings the beli- and inqiires

aboug his passenger, describing

the woman, only fa be 151d that

she had lo_ng been dead.
Baletz Drive has tnspired

‘at jzast Two movies sbout a

wronged woman sezking justice
from-the afterlife, aithongh the

street. which. imlersects soime

of the buslest tharpughfares in

-Cueron City, i3 aow lned with

condos and various establish:
ments )
in o4, & barangay official

-proposed tr déclaie the streeta
“haunced sice,” hopmg_ it would

hoost local tourisin.
AtMalacafiang 100, a balete

free stands wall in-frooe of tha

oid presidential palace:

" Iw 201, then President Be-

nigno Aquise [l declared It a

.baritage Tree daspue stories

among Palace staff that it was

‘tnhabited by a kapre.

‘Bow did such fear of the ha-

’

lete trae start?

*Least endangered’ tree

Accarding. ta Universicy of
the-Philippines {UPy anitropol-
oy professor Felipe fotana Jr,
this daces back to the: Spafish
¢olonial pefiod whén priests
and friars préacheéd against in-
d:genous religions and super-
stiticus beliafs..

“The mee itself was always
rogarded as the home of the
spirits,” Jocano taid the Inquirer,
notmg that the balere is 2 known
“residence of spirits” based on
ancient stories. “Spiric beings

‘warz a familiar. parg of the nary-.

ral envirpnment.” he said.

It sutnie ways, the faar of the
balete has banefized the spedes;
dsit has kepg hirnans atbay.

"It may well be tha reason
why it {5 -cansidered the “least
endangerad” of all native ees
in the country,  actording to
Lillian- Rodriguez, &n assistant
priofessor af ecology and tfaxon-
omy also ae 1B, s

Balete trees help sustdin

Philippine rainforests, heing g

“balets” trea is centuries old or believed to be 400 years oid locatad

-spurce.af stapie food for' hup-

dreds of vrildlife spedes.

“Hfwe have #RicelsLife; they
would have their own hasheag
- #FiglsLife,” Rodrigtez wid the'

Inquu’er In an ouline mreriaw.

“This is- particularly evident

when vou stumble upan a fruic-
!n_g'ba!e:e rreein the forest”

. ‘Sacrifice’ - )
While Filipinas fear the
balate mree, the local name of
several species of figs from rhe
genus Firus, its ciose relative,

the hanyan tee: or sirangler B,

is revered and even worshiped
elsewhere, including by, Bud-
dhists in parts of Asta, such as
Thailand and Cambodia.

They h_uld_hg banyan tree
i high Tegard, as it is believed
Buddha achieved edlighcen-

ment while he was mednanng'_

-under its shade. -

A5 for the ‘halere, the tres.

has always been considered to

be “connecred™ to the Splritual”
warld by Filipines, said Jona-
rhan Carl Salagar, a member of

the Philippine Nativé Tree En-

tﬁusia_szs, who spacializesin the
“balete,

.. Salazar said [ocals had long
elieved that cutting down the

i reewould require 3 “sactifice™~
.often the Mfe of the perpemator.

Others say thar -playing
around the balers mee ormaking
neise in the vicinity might dig-
turb the ereatures lnrking inside.-

“Bor-.me, we should also

-hc}d the baleta trees in hlgh

rz_gg,ni o, prevent iy threats,”
Salazar said. _

One way of giving Tespect 1o
the balete meewould bé to Ut
ter che words “13bi-fabi po® ar

“excuse me,” he said, “so.as.00t

e axpenance -any superiatural
effects.”

‘Liks 2l 57 mees, e baiete
fas-whits sap 9t *daga.” which
Rodriguez said: contains plenty
of chemical compounds that ara
proven to be antibacterial and

‘angimlerobial:

Tradidanally, these fig spe-
clas-are usgd to cure small dpen
wounds, with its ieaves and
the bark ‘having the grearest
cancenation of ancmicrobial
compatnds, she said.

., Bur no specific smdies have
"been done yel in the country 45

ta the possible medicinal use of
balets's components, exceps for:
other Ficus specias Tike the Ficusg
septica {“hauli”) ang Ficus nota
{"tihig"), according to Rodrigez.

‘e eralogy. professor said

" “trwas “forrunate® that Filipines

“Strangled to.death’

tinder folk rradidans, the
balerd tree is seen as.a “palace
in jrself,” Jocana said, as-those
taken orlostin it were bound to
entera “totally differant worid.”

Deep in the forest, tha balets
wree. is clearly distinguishable
frotn gther trees, making it easy

to Iocate for -birds: and Inseers
chat look atit asfood source,

Whiile myrhs sw'mundi.ng
the balete may notbe grounded
in sciknce, its biological Tife cp-
tle may qualifwasa ho:mr stary
of frs owm. )

As hemi-epiphytic planis,

the balete tree soarts dsia seed

ona tree branch up inthe Eorest
canopy' accordmg 5%} Rodriguez.

A5 It grows, the Tee contn-
ues to shoat its roots down G

‘the ground, giving it it distinct

appearancs, she-said,

Once they reach the forest
fisar, the roots receive “more
nurrition” from the soil, even-
rually thickeming enough to-
“suffocate™ the host tree, Rodri-
guez said, The host tree beging
10 wither and die because of
“indirect competition.”

“This s why the {ndides of
mature balete trées are hollow,
because thers was opce a tree
inside the center of the balets,"
she axplained.

This may be the, scienrific
reason for Filipinos' fear of the
balete wee, "becausd life wag
once inside it but the balete tree’
styangled ita deach.”

Iiving - Inside these tees,”
said. “As a result, we preserve

feared the native trae,

‘We let them be™
"We igave thém as is. We re-
frain from cutming them, think-
ing we might offend the spints
she

their diversity, We let them be

_and- they contnue prowd.mg
" fuod.for gur natve fauma”

But Rcdng'uaz said guch
Teatmert should exrend oo sch-
BT free spacies, as she calied on
the goveriiment o "pat its foot

‘down” on Hiegal logging, espe-
* cizlly within the colngy's pro-
‘tectad areds. ’

. “Commertialism. and greed—.
know nc bounds,” Rodriguez
lamented; “Habirat converslon

-and iflegal logging will always be

tige.threars to all qur trees; the
batete Teeyincluded.” she said,
Tirde may also notbe on the -

.side of the halete tree,

4s modernity cteeps inta
the country's-forests, chipping
away at the mystique that-once
praotectad the baleéte, the.lsg-
ends surrounding the scary wee
are fading awdy, toq,

Soom, tie balers tree may

Cgrow more and more vilnera-
‘Ble w exploimtion, accarding ta
Jocano.

“Nowadays,” he said. “with

‘2 rere materialistic worldview,
_theye rrees and places no !onger

evake thesame fear as they:did
in the past. thus éndangering

‘them." wa

L
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UI-'FSH(JHE WIND i emerging az
& possible "win-win® fo the Philt
ippines: in ts pursuit of | energy
‘independence, The eountry’s sucs
cess will depend on clear regiila-
tions, strong i neentives, eatly io-
vestments in grid capacity and the

political will to make lta]lhappen._

‘Offshore wind can meet griw-
ing energy needs, while protect-
Ing oy fand.

With, its lush and beautitul .
nabire; both above and befow the
364, the Philippines is balancing

the develupment and enviton-
mental sgendas. And like all ; na~
fions; it faces the imperative’ to

transition to cleaner s0urees of

anergy, while protecting its pre-
cloug, and mited, Jand resources,

‘Land’ gearcity is a problem,
and offshore wind is one of the
solutions. Foad v5 i‘}ergx ¥ En-
vironment is 3 faIse c};qiceag_- Iﬁe

Ph111ppmes can acltieve greater

security on ali-through gdod- po-
litical craftsmanship..

When you combine i increasing
‘food security concarns with the
growing demand for cléan energy,

s natural to explere ways of pro--

dusing energy oifshore, father
‘than-ar land. Offshore wind in
Asia, Europe, and North AmeFica,
"has reached 60 gigawatts {GWito
dabe, and another 315 3W is an-

ticipated te be added 16 the global.

enargy mix by 2031

Offshore wind is poised to be

 anabimdant enérgy source in the
! Philippines, with potential for
up to 175 GW accardlng {o the

n
as a viakle energysolutmu'that
llaws this country fo protect-its
acarce fand Tespurees, boost In-
cal employnent, and stimualata
induistrial grawth, .

Size matters-in the affshore

pla.its dvm devgiopment,;:s,

To get ta this point, thaWorld
‘Bank suggests the Philippines
needs a guvernment-sanctmned
ma:lma.pg stpporting 2 minimuwm

by-2035; 30 GW by 2040,
way 2060 This leve]of.

of 15 GW af operatisnal capagw\m&.e Ene
nd-ahm gzslm 5
% e B 11 ‘g fg

ment commitment will give aff=nsn t:réil,tﬂ":'z“}:
shore wind players the hng-terma' *b nefits

assurance they need to- make.th
[MECESSArY investments, Itm!la]sb
tigkp the'Natinnal Grig- Carpura“
tion of the Phj]lppmes (NQQP

drid-rémaing a-critieal lunitin
factor te expandmgmnemhleg i
Bythe end of the' Zﬂquarteruf‘

(2022, the' Plnllppmes Depnrhm:

wind E:{ue.
L RS gt A T,

af Energy (BoE) hs.s awarded ovit’
22.5W of Fervics contracts for off--
shorawlid, Thlsxsagund sta.rt, bt
a ot of Witk remaiis g secyre q -
positior ag minra than just w miner
contributor.in the targer offshore

AT

: H
"tlmvmg maﬁk

decomtem'l‘he?hllippmesla

hemi to strong plagers it the sper-
B industry, and thd CoOuftTy. st
-continue to pa.rmer w:th g!uba.l

regulat"ion #ives the assufance
neaded to encourage| investment,
Ta attract capital and seevire

-leaders ti

g th,;hkea o'eAI

ma]:bet thé’y de et

i oda
?oﬁlﬁt:velyp‘mced e'ﬁh Fith
o7 d. gemls,;:qué did

1y aqrﬂdent
fsru s “‘ew“
Has always starred witha cen

: lavel of governiment support. prd

hegms with-a clear and agraed

.upen rgadmap towards a defined
‘target that io turn drives the
LEfUltory agenda Walleralted.

the deve) 1k ufndomestu:re—

%ﬂmns‘¥1un$m:all};g newsbiés: ndustry, offshors wind
wili require a form of feed-in tarif?

in the initia] | phiase, The firger the

al’ c].usram t seale and the greater the visibility

on thée regulation. side, the: lower

. the tariff dan;be, Huwewr. thers

is no way around the fact that the

‘first movers will require incan-

Hves from governmentts dewlap

" the lhdustry Thanks to the.gov-
‘ernment stppart, the uifshore

witid power costshave fallen dra-
matlr:aliy in recent years in the
UK. I'n the latest auction, prices

dropped 5.8%; and iz a quarter of

thecumntspotpuce
Dwalupmg ilie domestie off-
shore wind indiistry will require.
upgrades of not only the national
grid, bt alas the eountry’s ports,

i #id o

es_t}c‘sh&?ﬁg_&fapﬁ?i&ﬂ& &_.__and

sex-traffic inanagement and much
rmore - al with s keen eye-to pro-
tect the rich -and baantiful under-
Water envirnnment surreunding -
tha Philippities, in dddition to De-
partment of Energy and. Depart-
mentnfEnwmmuentand‘Natural
Resources, the Maritimo Toduitry
:‘snthont}rmdlhe Philippinia Cvast ©
Guard showd aleo be invalied
‘Support from the local govern-
ettt is also crueia] to the siccess -
&f offshore wind, F:;om A regula—-
torymdpohhca] perspective, they
4= 2n €ssential enabler o enur
ing everything is in place‘ far
ceed. National, provineial, and iy
nicipal governments must wark ©
togetherts harmionize regulations
With the build-out of 6fshire

wind comés.the fised to tike caye -

of the -aquatic lifs arerid ‘thein-
Frastructure. It requires reséarch
ahd mapping of.the: Biediversity
the _mlgrntnry mutes far.

’ griniaf repartEOz‘.‘I

anuatis Jife and birdi. Thiz en-

. ables tha offshore dwalupm to
3 de]]ver the. pl'ojﬂcts I 4 reypop-

sible and sustainably manner

. Whén it colues to the losal
hshenes in’the Philippines, we
"see snme clear advantages con”

© mected to offshore wind, W!nIe

the coinstrizetion period for e
oifihore. stricfuras miay rediice

. .catehlevels ternporar.]y the barge -

number of sinictires msta]]ed-
art a5 artificlal reefs-and ean help
boost biomiss: generat:on in the
profectareas. ' .

The potenti:z] is enormiis, but

tiime is of the essancs.

The Philippines iy a cuuntry :

rich in offshore wind resonghes,
Ithas 5. sirong maritime. legacy:
1t-is herie t5 highly capahle lo=
o3 {ndustries. And itsa country
that has Iong welcomed glohal

"partnars o hefp it DProgTess:

“Fhizse factory combined make the
Philippines the 1deal se&m,g for a
 thiiving offshére wind : 2ector, and
the eduntry iz wall- posuioned to
“extriict significanit value frop this
entergy resource,
.. Dikshore wind hag the poten-
tial to put the' Ph:hpp:.nes on the
road to- energy independence,

W see that a crucial arablef for’ :

offehore witd success in the Bhil-

- ippings will b finding the r'ght
"partners who undarstand: angd :
pect Filiping culture, history, :

‘andilegacy. The futurs offshore
wind sifes wil] Yecome impa rtant
infrastridturs for the nountry*s
future, ind its developmentmust
bedonein a vy thatis respectfil |
and pro‘utabie for all. N

TN Globl Wind Eﬂergy Couned?

TOREIRRN KIBKEBY-GARSTAD i the Generai i
Manager Southiast Asiy, Scatae Sester i
a5 2 GiNE ¥2nhure Witk Abeitly Pawer: SH- H

AROREZ artd is iy to divelbp 24 5w i
of ifshera wind in the Phifggines vertha ¢
:a:rurq YR

|
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