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I DENR vows revitalization' 
of minin>g industry . . 
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BY BELLA CARIASO 

RANKING official of the Department 
of Environment and Natural Resources 
DENR) on Friday assured the revitalization 

of the mining industry as the agency has issued 
at least 35 explorations permits. 

In his speech before the mem- 
bers of the Philippine Mining 
Club, Environment Undersecre- 
tary Jonas Leones said that one 
of the priority programs of the 
administration of Presi.dent Fer- 
dinand "Bongbong" Marcos Jr. is 
to ensure a viable mining industry. 

"The mining contribution in 
recent years has plummeted to less 
than one percent in the country's 
gross domestic product (GDP), 
thus the resurgence of the Philip- 
pine mining industry is a long 
overdue. To ensure the stakehold- 
ers economic condition improves, 
we must increase mining produc- 
tion, production value, taxes, roy- 
alties, employment and leakages, " 
Leones told the members of the 
mining industry. 

m e  Philippines is blessed with 
both metallic and non-metallic 
minerals. Out of our land areas 
of 13 million hectares, around 
nine million hectares have high 
minerals potentials. Out of these, 
approximately 2.39 percent or 
7,117,000 hectares are covered 
by mining contracts and permits, 
and out of these figures, about .27 
percent our about 81,000 hectares 
are active mining areas," he added. 

Leones noted that several fac- 
tors contributed on the mining 
industry decline. 

"However, reforms are under- 
way to revitalize the mining in- 
dustry as pro-people and pro- 
environment vehicle for sustaining 
wealth creation and improving our 
people quality of life," he said. 

Leones said the department 
lifted the moratorium on the 
kceptance, processing and the 
approval of exploration permits. 

He said that in December 2021, 
the ban on pit mining was lifted, 
allowing open pit mine to pro- 
ceed. 

"While we envision a robust 
mining industry, it will not be 
business as usual as it was ... as 
few environmental mining disas- 
ters stigmatized the industry," he 
stressed. 

Leones said the Mining Industry 
Coordinating Council has con- 
ducting fact-finding science-based 
review of 45 large-scale surface 
metallic mining companies, as- 
sessing their performance in legal, 
social, environmental and eco- 
nomic aspects: 

"Of the 45, we found out that 
four have excellent benchmarks, 
24 needed mining reforms and 
15 needed major reforms, and 
only two got a poor rate. Still 
ongoing is the review of 22 non- 
metallic mine nationwide and four 
large non-metallic mines at the 
Bangsamoro Autonomous Region 

of Muslim Mindanao," he said. 
Leones said at least 45 mining 

mineral exploration companies 
are being subjected to audit an- 
nually to assess compliance with 
the terms and conditions of their 
contracts and their management 
of mines safety, health and social 
development. 

"These environmental initia- 
tives have restored confidence in 
the industry and its prospect. As 
[ofl April 22, 2022, 717 mining 
covering 734 hectares have been 
approved. We have 1,377 applica- 
tions under processing covering' 
over 4.23 million hectares. These 
figures tell us the industry is poised 
for tiemendous growth, " he said. 

Leones said the DENR is also 
addressing illegal mining through 
the declaration of the Minahang 
Bayan areas, where small-scale 
mining will be allowed but regu- 
lated. 

W e  will undertake geological 
mapping to complete the geo- 
logical survey and mapping of 
the entire country which should 
expand our geo-scientific mineral 
information database," he noted. 



DENRvows shift to 
climate resiliency action 
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ment and.Natura1 Resources ing was the harmonization of of the Cagayan River to address I (DENR) - * A -  vowed to shift its ef- TFBB role in relation to the floodings in the province, clear- 
forts from the current disaster oftheNationa1 Disas- ing a total of 515,441 cubic 
response and recovery to disas- ter ~ i s k  Reduction and Manage- meters (m3) from a big sandbar 
ter prevention and building cli- men1 'Council (NDRRMC) as in Magapit Narrows, exceeding 
mate resiliency in the country's the lead implementor o f ' ~ e -  its target of 344,304.51 m3. 
most.vulnerable provinces. ' public Act 10121, or the 'Phil- Another 142,220.7 m3 were 

During the 35th meeting of ippine Disaster Risk Reduction dredged from a huge sandbar 
theTask Force Build Back Better and Management Act of 2010," constricting the river in Baran- 
(TFBBB), the DENR presented a through the Office of Civil De- gay Dummun in Gattaran town. 
new'policy direction that would fense (OCD) of the Department Some 119,340 bamboo plant- 
give focus on disaster preven- of National Defense. ing materials through TFBBB's 
t ion and climate-resiliency initiatives were planted cov- 
capacity building in provinces Rebuelta-Toh likewise empha- I 585 hectares along the 
identified as most vulnerable to sized TFBBB will take part in stretch of cagayan ~i~~~ to 
the impacts of climate change. the drafting of the 2023-2028 its riverbanks. 

These proyinces include Mas- Philippine Development Planl Marikina River ,-hokepoints 
bate, Sorsogon, Catanduanes, l7 Or Ac- ,onsisting of 67,425 m3 were 
Apayao, Kalinga, Mountain 'limate and ' 

likewise removed, resulting 
I 

Province, Ifugao, Negros Ori- Strengthen Disaster Resilience in the river,s improved water 
ental, Western Samar, Eastern of the document that will lay flow at meters per second 
Samar, Northern Samar, South- out specific actions on climate (mps) from 2.3 mps befon the 
ern Leyte, Siquijor, Sarangani, and disaster resiliency. dredging operations in Febru- 
Surigao &I Norte, Surigao del "The DENR is in charge ary 2021. ~ t s  current flow rate 
Sur, Dinagat Islands, Zam- Chapter 17. We will interface is now close to its ideal flow 
boanga del Norte, Bukidnon, with the OCD in the rate of 4 mps. BELLA CARlASO 

ment of this chapter so that we North Cotabato, Sultan Kuda- 
rat, Maguindanao, Sulu and can craft more specific and con- m 
Lanao del Sur. Crete plans, rather than mother- 

"One aspect of the gain.4 that hood and generic directions," 

the taok force can look i ~ t o  is Rebuelta-Teh added. 

on how we can shift our mode TFBBB was created by Execu- 

from response and recovery ro tive Order 120 issued on Nov. 

putting in  place governance 18,2020 by then-president Ro- 

frameworks that will prevent drigo Duterte to expedite and 
lead the preparation, imple- climate-related disasters and . 

climate resiliency in these mentation, and monitoring of 

identified provinces," DENR post-disaster rehabilitation and 

Undersecretary for Finance, In- recovery programs for typhoon- 
ravaged areas. formation Srtems and Climate 
, TFBBBls focus areas include 

I Change Analiza Rebuelta-Teh, 
t h e  Cagayan River Basin, who also serves as the TFBBB 
Marikina River Basin and the Secretariat head, said. 

Rebuelta-Teh explained that Bicol River Basin that were 

the  direction was pursuant :, damaged by Typhoons "Rolly" 

to the blueprint of action set and "Ulysses" in 2020, as well 

out by Environment Secretary as Region 6 (Western Visayas), 

Maria Antonia Yulo-Loyzaga, Region 7 (Central Visayas), 

which focuses on strengthening Region 8 (Eastern Visayas), Re- 

climate risk capacities through gion 10 (Northern Mindanao), 

improved coherence and imple-. Caraga and Mimaropa (Mind- 

mentation of climate-resiliency oro, Marinduque, Romblon and 

and adaptive programs under Palawan) that were ravaged by 
thp ~ ~ ~ 1 . ~ 1 ~ -  of-, .nr:n+,, ,,,.,,,I. Vphoon "Odette" in 202l. 












































