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Concerned reside ts in 1anay,
Rizal province, h ve sounded
the alarm over a rivate devel-
opment project, w ich they fear
will disrupt the n tural fl 'JW of
a river that runs through a pro-
tected area.

The Departme
ronment and Na
(DENR) has acted n their com-
plaint against the construction
and dredging ac ivities being
done on a porti of Lanatin
River in Barangay ayabu

A representat ve from the
Provincial Envir nment and
Natural Resource Office (Pen-
ro), the DENR's I cal office in
Rizal, confirmed on Tuesday
that a show cause rder was de-
livered to Neil Sort, a British
national, on Oct.

Short, howev r, refus ed to
receive the docum nt, according
to the Penro repre entative.

The order, a py of which
was seen by the nquire r, was
dated Oct. 10 an addres sed to
both Short and hi Filipino wife,
Blessilda.

It noted tha the couple
"have been con ucting t.nau-
thorized activitie [using] heavy
-equipment and e cavating the

DENR tells couple:
Stop river project

The Department of Environment and Natural Re-
sources (DENR) has issued a show cause order
against a couple-a British national and his Fil-
ipino wife-behind construction activities at the
Lanatin River in Tanay, Rizal, citing their lack of
a permit. Concerned residents have expressed fear
the unauthorized project may affect the flow of the
river that runs through the Kaliwa Watershed A-&
Forest Reserve. -STORY BY MARIEJO S. RAMOS

~'t--on
calsjDE

...••I til Backhoe operations
;~ .' On Saturday, a group of
r..:......, Cayabu re~identsposted on so-
- cial media a purported video of

the 59-year-old Short operating
a backhoe at the site.

In an interview with the In-
quirer, Sal~dOr Lao said he and
his. fellow villagers were ques-
tioning wether anyone could
just alter tlie natural terrain with-
in a protected area, noting that
Lanatin River was within the Kali-
wa watershed and forest reserve.

"We don't own the land
here. We ~ere only given per-
mits by t e DENR to provide
tourism a d livelihood oppor-
tunities fo the locals," said Lao,
who operates a tourist camp in
the barangay.

And yet, he said, "this for-
eigner claimed he owns 20,000
hectares Of land here."

He recalled that on Oct. 6,
they noticed Short laying the
foundations for a "darn" and
redirecting the flow of the river.
By Oct. 13, laborers had started
transporting cement and steel
bars .to the project site. INQ

UNAUTHORIZED ACTIVITIES Screenshot of drone footage
shows British national Neil Short operating a backhoe at the
Lanatin River. -CONTRIBUTED PHOTO

Lanatin River" within the Kali-
wa Watershed Forest Reserve
without a permit from Penro .
and the Protected Area Man-
agement Board (PAMB).

Under the law, unauthorized
use of mechanized equipment
to the detriment of a protect-
ed area is penalized with a fine
of between P200,OOO and P1
million, or imprisonment of
one to sixyears, or both. illegal
construction or occupation of a
piece of land without a PAMR or
DENR clearance carries a Pi-mil-
lion to P5-million fine and a pris-
on term of six to 12years.

The show cause order issued
to the Shorts was signed by Pen-
ro officer Ramil Limpiada.

Tanay environmental offi-

EXplanation sought
Penro Rizal ordered the

Shorts to immediately stop the
project and explain in writing
within five working days why it
should not be terminated. The
office said they may be cited for
violating Republic Act No. 7586,
or the National Integrated Pro-
tected Area System Act.

•SI
cer Suzette Villanueva said her
office went to the project site
for a "follow-up operation" on
Tuesday afternoon but did not
see the couple.
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Senators firm
~pPHl-France
Ililateral ties
with Paris visit
By BUTCH FERNANDEZ W @butchjBM

SENATEPresident Juan Miguel
Zubiri and Senate President
Pro Tempore Loren Legarda,

taking advantage of the Congress
session break, led a delegation of
Philippine senators set to meet with
their French counterparts to firm up
and enhance bilateral ties between
Manila and Paris.

Iiegarda, in a pre-departure
statement, affirmed their upcom-
ing talks with top French officials
are expected to be "an opportune
t.ime for us to assess our country's
strong ties with the French Republic
and discuss how we can foster our
friendship and cooperation, espe-
cially on areas that concern both
the Philippines and France."

Sheadded "matters relatingtothe
environment, and the blue economy
would be among the topics to be tack-
led in their meetings, stressing de-
liberating on the issues is timely and
significant as these are connected to
climate change, which remains a top
global concern."

"Ourvisit to France is a chance for
the Philippines to convey our vision,
plans, and involvement in address-
ingglobal challenges such as climate
change," added Legarda.

The Senate President Pro Tem-
pore assured, "Our country fully rec-
ognizes France's steady allegiance to
be a global leader in addressing the
issue, and we are fully committed to
supporting the Paris Agreement."

At the same time, Legarda re-
minded that the Paris :Agreement,
also referred to the Paris Climate
Accord as an international climate
change treaty adopted in 2015 by
members of the United Nations
Framework Convention on Climate
~hange (UNFCCC).~ __

It will be recalled thatin 2017,Le-
garda, who chaired the Subcommit-
tee on the Paris Agreement under
the Senate Committee on Foreign
Relations, also sponsored the Phil-
ippines's concurrence in ratifying
the agreement.

In addition, Legarda likewise
led the Philippine contingent into
assenting to the High Ambition Co-
alition (HAC)for Nature and People
after United States Senator Russell
Feingold sought her guidance and
leadership inbringing the Philippines
to the HAC,an agreement started by
France, among other nations.

"These are just some of the issues
we intend to bring to the table dur-
ing our meetings," she added recall-
ing that the Philippines and France
"enjoy75years offruitfuland vibrant
friendship and cooperation in vari-
ous areas such as economy, defense,
food security, and people-to-people
relations, and these, too, are part of
our agenda."

Legarda,likewise,affirmed that "it
is an honor to be part of the Philip-
pine delegation once again, and Ilook
forward to making our bilateral ties
with France stronger," she concluded.

At the same time, she confirmed
that the Philippine delegation is also
meeting with the France-Southeast
Asia Parliamentary Friendship
Group led by its president, Senator
Mathieu Darnaud.
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By Luisa Maria Jacinta C.
Joc~,onReporter_ •..-
TH~ IMPACTof climatechangeis
like~'to slashthe Philippines'gross
domesticproduct (GDP)byasmuch
as1:1.6%by2040ifthere isnoaction
by the governmentand privatesec-
tor, theWorldBanksaidonTuesday.

~ Damages from climate
• nge are a threat to the Phil-
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"However, the impact could
be much worse reaching 13.6%
in 2040 if no actions are taken ...
with the worst effects in capital-
intensive industries," he added.'

World Bank Country Direc-
tor for the Philippines Ndiame
Diop said that the Philippines is
"uniquely vulnerable" to climate
change.

"In 2022, the Philippines
ranked number one among the
countries most affected by ex-

trerne weather events ...climate
ch31lgeis often called a silent cri-
sis,1tit in the Philippines, it is not
sile! 1. It's an imposing problem
and .~real threat," he added.

Climate-related hazards have
causedP506.1billion in losses and
damage to the Philippines over
the 1>astdecade, the Department
ofFibance (DoF)said last year.

S·gns of climate change can
be s:!Emthrough rising tempera-
ture s1i longer and 1I).0reintense

ippine economy. It is likely to
reduce GDP substantially, but
the range of possible outcomes
is wide," World Bank Lead
Economist Souleymane Cou-
libaly said at a briefing on its
Philippines Country Climate
Development Report.

Mr. CoulibalysaidWorld Bank
estimates showedthe Philippines
may see a 3.2% average loss in
GDP by 2030, and as much as a
5.7%loss in GDPby 2040.

droughts, more severe tropical
storms and increasing sea levels.

The Philippines is struck by
around 20 tropical cyclonesevery
year, but has seen much stronger
typhoons in recent years.

"Temperatures in the Philip-
pines will continue to rise by the
end of the 21" century. Rainfall
patterns will change and inten-
sify, and extreme weather will
become more frequent. Without
action, climate change will im-

1
pose substantial economic and
human costs, affecting the poor-
est households the most," Mr.
Diopsaid.

Stefano Pagiola, World Bank
senior environmental elonomist,
said climate change poses ma-
jor risks for developmeht in the
Philippines and that policy inac-
tion would result in substantial
economic and human costs, espe-
ciallyfor the poor.

Climate, S1/11
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"These will hamper economic activities
and development ...adaptation is a priority for
the Philippines. It is not just reducing risk and
damage but addressing slow onset events like
sea level rising," he said.

In the report, the World Bank noted the Phil-
ippines has taken action against climate change
but this has been mostly "uneven."

''Responsibilities over climate action are often
dispersed and duplicative, policies are partially
implemented, and there is no capacity or resources
from local government units:' Mr. Pagiola said.

Agriculture, which contributes around a
tenth of GDP, is one of the most vulnerable
sectors against climate change, he added.

"It is affected directly by temperature
changes' and direct damage by typhoons. Be-
cause of climate change, productivity of many
crops will decline. Rain-fed crops are most.
affected, suchjas rice, sugarcane, and maize,"
Mr. Pagiola said.

The Philippines should adopt c1imate-
smart agriculture practices, but this would
depend on whether or not this is financially
attractive for farmers, he added.

According to Mr. Coulibaly, the Philippines'
early adaptation can reduce the impact of
climate change on the economy. "Measures to
adapt to climate change will reduce economic
losses by two-thirds," he said.

World Bank economists said the Philip-
pines should ramp up efforts to reduce emis-
sion levels.

The Philippines has committed to reduce green-
house gas emissions by 75% from 2020 to 2030.

"Mitigation measures could be associated
with a positive impact on GDP if carbon tax
revenues are used for investment. The GDP
could increase by about 0.5% and generate
about 80,000 jobs in 2040," Mr. Coulibaly said.

Climate,
from Sl/I

He noted there is a need for public and pri-
vate investments to finance climate-resilient
infrastructure and accelerate the adoption of
green technologies.

"On the private side, issuing environme~tal
social and governance bonds under the recent-
ly introduced Sustainable Finance Framewerk
(SFF) could leverage private financing for
climate actions," he added.

Socioeconomic Planning Secretary Arsenio
M. Balisacan, who also heads the National Eco-
nomic and Development Authority (NEDA),
said there is a need to integrate climate action
in the country's development plans.

"Perhaps no other issue is more important
'- none more existential and critical to humrn-
ity's future, at least, at this point in history,
than climate change," he said in a pre-recorded
message.

"The Philippines also has a running ecolog-
ical deficit, wherein our ecological footprint
goes beyond our area's natural capacity. If
we do not get our act right soon, more com-
munities will be routinely displaced, more
economic activities disrupted, and more ag-
ricultural systems devastated due to these
extreme, climate change-induced weather
conditions," he added.

Mr. Balisacan said the upcoming Philippine
Development Plan for 2023-2028 includes pri-
ority actions for a "greener economy and more
sustainable, affordable, and livable residential
areas by 2028."

"Examples of such priority actions will
include mechanisms involving carbon pricing
and incentivizing local government units to
focus on more climate-friendly projects, such
as electric vehicles, sustainable tourism, bio-
diversity protection, and energy efficiency,"
he added.
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Climate hange economic d
m y hit 7.6% of 2030 ~;

By LOUELLA DESIDERIO-----
Economic damage to the Philip-

pines could reach up to 7.6 percent
of gross domestic product by 2030
and by 13.6 percent of GDP by
2040 if no action is taken to address
climate change, according to the
World Bank.

Souleymane Coulibaly, program
leader for Equitable Growth, Finance
and Institutions in the World Bank,
said during the launch of the multi-
lateral lender' s Philippines Country
Climate and Development Report
yesterday that they have estimated
the average GDP loss due to climate
change to be at least 3.2 percent by
2030 and at least 5.77 percent by
2040.

"GDP would be lower by that
much if climate change is left un-
addressed)" said Ndiame Diop,
World Bank country director for
Brunei, Malaysia, the Philippines
and Thailand.

The World Bank used historical
typhoon information in coming up
with the estimates. Citing the World
Risk Index for this year, Diop said
the Philippines ranks first among
countries most affected by extreme
weather events globally.

Based on the World Bank's re-

port, he said climate change would
continue and accelerate, with tem-
peratures in the country seen to
continue to increase by about one
to two degrees Celcius by the end
of the 21st century, rainfall patterns
to change and intensify, and extreme
events expected to become stronger
and more frequent.

"Without action, climate change
will impose substantial economic
and human costs; affecting the poor-
est households the most," he said.

While climate change poses a
threat, Coulibaly said adaptation
actions could reduce the economic
losses by around two-thirds.

He said faster declines in poverty
and economic insecurity would also
be seen with the implementation of
climate adaptation measures.

Climate mitigation actions, mean-
while, would provide benefits,
including lower electricity costs,
reduced air pollution and increased
agricultural productivity ..

"Our simulations show the over-
all economic impact of the mitiga-
tion measures up to 2040 is likely to
be small, but potentially positive,
with around 0.5 percent increase in
GDP and can generate about 80,000
jobs by 2040," he said.

As the country is already taking

action on climate change, World
Bank senior environmental econo-
mist Stefano Pagiola said what
needs to be done is to improve
implementation and scale up ac-
tivities.

To avoid making the prob-
lem worse, he said the coun-
try should not continue to
build in areas known to be at
risk of flooding, storm surges
or sea level rise.

He said there is also a need
to improve the coordination
of climate actions at all levels
of government, enhance the
capabilities of local govern-
ment units (LGUs) to design
and implement climate ac-
tions, and focus on effective
implementation of existing
plans and regulations.

"As investments will need
to be made, undertaken by
the private sector or by indi-
vid al firm households, mak-
ing sure that the incentive is
right is crucial," he said.

He stressed the impor-
tance of making sure there
are no regulatory obstacles,
and private sector actors have
access to financing, techni-
cal assistance and a trained

workforce.
In addition. he said the country

must avoid one-size-fits-all ap·
pro aches, and implement climate
actions that address both extreme

Turn to E:~

Climate From B1

and slow onset events, as well
as take poverty and vulner-
ability into consideration to
help the poor and vulnerable
manage the risks posed by
climate change.

Socioeconomic Planning
Secretary Arsenio Balisacan

, said it is necessary to integrate
climate action in the Philip-
pines' development plans,
with the country subject to
adverse weather conditions.

"We suffer through exces-
sive rainfall that endangers us
to flash floods and landslides
and causes damage to our
sources of food, shelter, and
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livelihoods. ith greater un-
certainties be ng introduced
to us hy clim te change, we
can also expe more droughts
and, consequ tly,more future
water and f crises to affect
the country" e said.

He said the upcoming Phil-
ippine Develo ment "lan for
2023to 2028,w .ch . serve as
the COt ntry's verall develop-
ment b ueprin for the medium
term, \I rill in~de priority ac-
tions suchas bon pricing and
inoentivizing L Us to focus on
more cimate- .endly proj
such as zlectric ehides, sustain-
able tourism, b odivers~o/pro-
tection, and effioency,
to achieve a economy.
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BY ANGELA CEUS

IF left unaddressed, the economic
damage of climate change to the
Philippines could reach up to 7.6
percent of gross domestic product
(GI;>P)by 2030 and 13.6 percent
of GDP by 2040, according to the
World Bank.

Without action, climate change
will impose substantial economic
and human costs to the Philip-
pines, affecting the poorest house-
holds the most, saidNdiame Diop,
World Bank country director for
Brunei, Malaysia, Philippines and
Thailand, during the launch of the
Philippines Country Climate and
Development Report yesterday.

"Climate change is sometimes
calleda silent crisis,but in the Phil-
ippines, it's not silent - it is an im-
posing problem and a real threat.
If one wants t-osee the real impacts
of climate change on people, on
infrastructure and on activities,one
can see it here in the Philippines.
Unfortunately, climate change
will continue and will accelerate.
Temperatures in the Philippines
will continue to rise by about one
to two degrees Celsius by the end
of the 21st century, depending on

. the climate scenario. Rainfall pat-
terns will change and intensify,and
extreme weather willbecome more
frequent and stronger," Diop said.

"The economic damage could
reach up to 7.6 percent of GDP by
2030 and 13.6 percent of GDP by
2040.That is,GDPwould belower
by that much if climate change is
left unaddressed. All sectors will
be affected, capital intensive sec-
tors are likely to suffer most from
extreme weather and agriculture
will bear the brunt," he added.

Diop said increased environ-
mental shocks will stymie future
gains in prosperity for poorer
households which are more ex-
posed to the effects of climate
change, and they will have less
ability to cope with shocks and
are more likely to resort to nega-
tive coping mechanisms, such as
sellingproductive assets or pulling
children out of school,

"It is clear that adaptation must
be a priority for the Philippines,

1

An aerial view shows flooding after Super Typhoon Noru (Karding), in San Miguel, Bulacan OIl Sept. 2 ,2022. 'Reu«," noto)
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Economy to grow-6.5°70
THE economy is expected to
expand by 6.5 percent for the
full-year despite the projected
higher-than-target inflation of
5.5 percent, according to the
Market Call.

According, to the report re-
leased yesterday, with Christmas
season around the corner and
consumers and firms "itching" to
go out after the two-year "incar-
ceration," the employment data
is expected to hit new records
starting September.

The report said national gov-
ernment spending, especially on
infrastructure, agriculture and
key projects, should accelerate
in the coming months since
it still has a lot of "unused"
deficits for the last four months
of 2022.

Firms' optimism also showed
in the acceleration of capital
goods imports in August, it said.

"We expect manufacturing out-
put to rise further in Q4 even as
the national government ratchets
up spending on infrastructure
and agriculture. The unexpect-
edly strong tax collections has led
to lower projected debt-to-GDP
(gross domestic product) to 63 to
64 percent in 2022," the Market
Call said.

"Elevated inflation remains

as the only sore point, but as
pointed out earlier, its negative
effect on consumer spending
should be muted by higher peso
incomes of overseas Filipino
workers (OFW), business proc-
ess outsourcing worker and
exporters. We, thus, see GDP
growth in 2022 of 6.5 percent,
at the upper end of our projec-
tions, while we may expect an
inflation rate of 6.9 percent in
October," it added.

The report said inflation
is easing slightly slower than
desired due to elevated crude
oil prices.

"However, the latter has
shown weakness after the initial
announcement of the record
two million barrels of OPEC
output cut. OPEC apparently
did the preemptive move to
avoid a meltdown in prices
(to $50-$70/barrel due to the
spreading global recession),"
the report said.

"The USD-PHP rate will re-
main under pressure, but OFW
remittances in Q4 and likely
more aggressive action by the
BSP (BangkoSentral ng Pilipinas)
in both policy rates and' other
measures should prevent it from
even coming close to P60/$i," it
added. -Angela Celis

and the good news is that much
can be done, and the country is
already doing a lot to reduce the
threats. There is no shortage of
programs and plans in the Philip-
pines," Diop said.

"What has been really the
challenge is their fragmentation,
their lack of coordination and

IMPACT

their effective implementation.
The report shows this very
clearly, that full implementation
and effective implementation of
the climate actions program that
exists already in the Philippines
could reduce economic losses
from climate change by two-
thirds, and climate actions like

investment in flood managemen
in flood-prone areas, uvoidin
new constructions in floodplain
in vulnerable coastal areas coulr
reduce future losses. AnI! furthe
scaling up the existing prograrr
would help achieve thes ! gains,'
he added.

In the same event, Spcioeco

nomic Chief~Arsenio Balisacan
said "If we do not get our acts
right soon, more communities
will be routinely displaced, more
economic activities disrupted,
and more agricultural systems
devastated due to these extreme,
climate change-induced weather
conditions."
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"Previously, the long-standing
view had been the misperception
'that. policymakers must choose
between two seeminglyopposing
objectives: enviro~enta1 preser-
vation d economic growth. It
would appear as if a choice always
had to be made between the two.
.w;.ththe rapid ad'vancesin science

and tech;'lo$Y' .. :ecent' eats, \
h~.-er. it has ·nQLouly. been=--- ,croosepas ible but impert eveto
bo " he added.

B:ilisacansaid.the fast an ~US-l

. Iowth 0 f econo res,
rained g . ark.etsmust
especiallyemergtn -cn d 'clean:-
increasinglybe sup orte
technologies.

j! , ! '
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CiGD ate impact to c
by 7.6°10 in 2(J~3

BY EIREENE JAIREE GOMEZ

CONOMIC damage from climate change
could reduce the gross domestic product
(GDP) of the Philippines by as much as 7.6

percent by 2{)30, the World Bank said in a report.
"We have estimated that the aver-

age loss ofGDPby2030 isat least 3.2
percent rising to at least 5.7 percent
by 2040. However the impact could
be much worse reaching 7.6 percent
of GDP by 2030 and 13.6 percent
by 2040," Souleymane Coulibaly,
program leader of Equitable Growth,
Finance and Institution of World
Bank, said during the launch of the
bank's Philippines Country Climate
Development Report (CCDR).

The CCDR, which builds on data
and rigorous research, comprehen-
sively analyzes how climate change
will affectthe country's abilityto meet
itsdevelopmentgoals and helps iden-

tify opportunities for climate action
byboth the public and privatesectors.

Coulibaly emphasized how cli-
mate shocks negatively affect eco-
nomic growth by eroding natural
and physical capital, reducing labor
productivity,weaken finandal stabil-
ity, altering domestic and external
competitiveness, and straining public
finances.

"Modelling shows that if no mea-
sures is taken to address climate
change by 2040, the poverty rate will
increaseby nearly a percentage point
economic insecurity by frequent 3
points and inequality by 0.3 points,"
he said.

'The good news is that adaptation
actions can reduce the impact of
climate Measures to adapt to climate
change could reduce economic losses
by around two-third. The cost of
climate adaptation is substantial, but
easily outweighed by the economic
benefits of reduced climate change,"
he further stated.

The CCDR report was executed by
undertaking a number of °deep dives"
into key sectors (water, agriculture,
energy, transport and urban areas)
selectedbased on where the impact of
climate change isexpectedto be most
significant and where people will
be hardest hit said Stefano Pagiola,
senior environment economist of
World Bank.

The report comes to two main con-
clusions. "First is that climate change
poses major risksfor development in
the Philippines.Therefore,policyand
action would impose substantial eco-
nomic and human costs, especially

for the poor, Second, the Philippines
has many options to address climate
change, which could significantly
reduce its impact. These options are
Ieasible, and that cost is modest The
private sectormust play a leading role
in the dimate action, so it's important
that the right incentives are in place,W
Pagiola zxplained.

The C:CDRrevealed that tempera-
tures in the Philippines re already
worsened by two-thirds of a degree
Celsius md typhoons have become
more severe, Climate change in the
country will continue to accelerate.
with temperatures rising by as much
as 3 degrees Celsius.The report also
noted th at the average' Iwill not
change Inuch, but will become more
intense and more erratic. Extreme
weather events will also become
more Sf'rere.

These trends, the World Bank
report n xed, will hamper onomic

~ PB2

BGDP FROM B1

Climate'
activities, damage infrastructure,
and result deep sodal disruptions.
In particular, climate change will
affect the poor and women dispro-
portionately, with many of the poor

living in areas that are particularly
threatened by climate change, it
added.

"Allthis means that adaptation is
a priority for the Philippines. And
adaptation means not reducing the
risk of damage from extreme events
but it also means addressing slow
onset events like higher tempera-
tures and sea level rise," he said.
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Cli~ate change poses a sig-
nificant threat to the country's
development that would poten-
tially result in higher economic

and human costs particularly for the
poor, the World Bank said.

Souleyrnane Coulibaly, World Bank
lead economist said climate shocks
would negatively affect the country's
economic growth by eroding natural
and physical capital, as well as reducing
labor productivity.

Coulibaly also said that the effects of
climate change would weaken the coun-
try's financial stability, alter domestic
and external competitiveness and strain
government finances.

Ultimately, climate shocks would
drag down the government's poverty
reduction effort, whose metrics mainly
depend on economic growth and income
distribution, Coulibaly noted.

Based on the World Bank estimates,
the average output losses of the Philip-
pines due to climate change will be at
3.2 percent of gross domestic product
(GDP) by 2030 and could further rise to
5.7 percent by 2040.

Under.the much worse scenario, the
World Bank estimated that the costs of
climate shocks-could amount to 7.6 per-
cent by 2030 and 13.6 percent by 2040.

The World Bank estimates were
derived using the country's historical
typhoon information.

"As illustrated by this figure, you

__ ••••••••••• -....uA> •• _••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••

can see the poor would suffer the most.
The poorer the households, the more
negatively the consumption is estimated
to be affected by climate change," Cou-
libaly said.

According to the World Bank econo-
mist, if no measures is taken to address
climate change, the poverty rate will
increase by nearly one percentage point
by 2040, economic insecurity by 3.3
percentage points and inequality by 0.3
percentage point.

The financial sector will also be af-
fected for a one percentage rise in the
typhoon damage ratio, and the non
performing loan ratio rising by an aver-
age of 0.66 percent in the same period,
Coulibaly said.

"This is this significantly increases
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in your credit risks," he said.
However, the good news is at

aptation action can reduce the im ct
of climate change.

"Measures to adapt to chmate
change could reduce economic los es by
around two- thirds," Coulibay said. "The
cost of climate ada ptation is substantial,
but easily outweighed by the economic
benefits of reduce d climate change. "

World Bank estimated that the cost
of making vulneral ile new infrastructure
in the Philippines climate resilience is
estimated to be about 0.6 percent of
GDP annually.

While the agriculture sector mea-
sures to boost cli:rnate resilience would
cost the government about 0.06 perc t
of GDP per year.
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Manila Water spending
P181 B to improve servic
By JAMES A. LOYOLA

East Zone concessionaire Manila
Water Company is set to spend P1S1
billion in the next five years, from
2023 to 2027, in pursuit of its service

improvement plan to continuously meet its
service obligations.

In a statement, the utility said a sig-
nificant level of the expenditures will be to
implement capital expenditure programs
amounting to P105 billion for both its water
and wastewater projects.

The service improvement plan high-
lights four sustainability pillars necessary
to ensure the viability of the environment
w ich sustains the water cycle, and on
which the company establishes its opera-
tions even for the long-term.

These pillars are Water Security, to en-
sure adequacy of water resources for current
and future cust mers; Service Accessibility,

to expand service coverage to more commu-
nities in the East Zone; Service Continuity,
to ensure that customers continue to receive
high-quality service even in the event of
natural calamities; and Environmental
Sustainability, to safeguard the sustain-
ability of the environment that supports
the East Zone.

Manila Water President and CEO Jo-
cot De Dios affirmed that Manila Water
continues to support and work with the
Metropolitan Waterworks and Sewerage
System for the development and imple-
mentation of short- to long-term projects
to ensure sustainability of future water
supply.

These include the Calawis Antipolo
Source System and the East BayWater Sup-
ply Project which will source water from the
eastern flank of Laguna Lake.

Other projects being eyed as medium - to
long-term water sources aside from har-

nessing Laguna Lake include the New Wawa
Dam Project in Rizal Province, the Kaliwa
Dam Project and the Kaliwa River Project
which will harness water from Kaliwa River
downstream of Quezon Province.

Furthermore, the construction of the
new 15-ldometers aqueduct and 6.4-
kilometer tunnel is already completed in
coordinati m with MWSS which ill pro-
vide another 1,600 MLD to flow towards La
Mesa Darn, optimizing the flow of excess
water from Ipo to La Mesa Dan-

Manila Water said it continues to meet
the standard and demand for 24/7 water
supply, which the company commits to
maintain :hrough its serv ce •mprove-
ment plan, as wen as contingency and
augmentation plans, to benefit its growing
customer t ase.

Even during the height of the pandemic,
Manila Water made sure to supply its cus-
tomers with clean and safe water, 24/7.
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Send comments to pinion@manilatimes.netorwritetothe Opinion Editor,
, ITheManila Times, 2IF Sitio Grande,

409 ATSoriano Avenue, Intramuros, Manila 1002
'I

~ENEWABIE ENERGY TO THE MANILA TIMES

AS an avid reader of Th~Manila Times, I join the millions in commemorating its
years of service to the ~ation by bringing up unbridled news in its daily mission.
Its advocacy on econo"\ic growth issues rather than the personal and political
issues many other newspapers still delve into, practically makesIt a catalyst in
rebuilding our nation that was savaged for more than two years by the Covid-19
pandemic and aggravated quite lately by Russia's invasion of Ukraine.

I cite the following: t e October 1 issue's editorial, "Renewable energy," where
the executive director of the International Energy Agency (lEA) Eatih Birol was
quoted: "There is a renewable energy economy that is rapidly growing around the
world" and that cost, e ciency and the ease of constructing the sources makes
the most economic sense; the October 4 issue headline, "Green energy open to for-
eigners - DoJ;' quoting Justice Secretary Crispin Remulla that the constitutional
foreign ownership restrictions on the exploration, development and utilization
of natural resources only covers things that are susceptible to appropriation,
thus excluding the sun, !he wind and ocean; the October 5 issue editorial, "DoE's
rational approach to nuclear energy "raises reader's awareness of another kind of
renewable energy - nuclear energy. This should remind us of the Bataan Nuclear
Power Plant (BNPP) that was built by the late president Ferdinand Marcos Sr. that
could have paved the way for the Philippines to have energy self-sufficiency a
long time ago had not presumptive president Corazon Aquino just wasted it for
her own personal reason; and finally, the October 6 issue editorial, "DoJ ruling on
green energy a potential boon for PH,"concludes that the Philippines represents a
tantalizing market for energy investments, first, because it clearly has a great deal
of unmet demand for energy, and second, because it is ideally situated to harness
solar, wind and ocean resources. •

It is for the above reasons that we now have 998 government-awarded renew-
able energy contracts with an aggregate installed capacity of 5,460.59 MWand
potential capacity of 61,613.8 MW (Ref: TMTSeptember 28, "PH revises on-grid
REsystem). Referring further to TMT September 28 - "PetroGreen Dagohoy
project" where its 61,200 solar panels when installed in their 22-hectare Bohol
site, would produce 27 ~WDC, which should give us approximately 1.23 MW
per hectare occupied. Tr~nslating the approved potential capacity of 61,613 MW
into hectares of land to ~e occupied comes up to approximately 49,000 hectares.
Given that some of the 998 projects are not solar and not occupying much space,
a reduction of a few thousand hectares does not make that figure acceptable to
the agricultural sector for "food production:' It would be "counterproductive" to
say the least for Preside t Bongbong Marcos to envision bringing down the price

of rice somewhere "near the P20 per kilogram:' And to be fair, I am sure not one of
the 998 contracts was awarded during BBM's 1 )0 days in office.

Having brought out the problem, I ask the he p of TheManila Times to bring
forward some suggested solutions for the gov~'r unent and the energy contractors
to ponder on (especially when a project is about to take off): First, develop the open
eyesore and unhealthy places in Metro Manila communities - canals, esteros and
other small bodies of water - into a clean, safe and habitable area where even
millions of solar panels could be installed, by developing the means to relocate
the informal settlers, taking back the portions that were "developed" by a few real
estate and powerful opportunists, dredging to accommodate more water thereby
eliminating/reducing flooding in the area, coo peratlnq with the water concession-
aires to build giant sewage treatment plants tel avoid polluting the structures built
along these bodies of water. The total area ma:t (et be enough for the next projects
of those wanting to locate their projects in Metro Manila for ease of operation and
maintenance. Urge present operators of hydroelectric dams to put up either or
both solar and wind farms in their areas (inland and over water) to compensate
their production during the prolonged dry seasc n or drought; apportion even only
20 percent of all lakes surface areas for solar, wi rd or even water wave farms. The
90,000-hectare (90-sq-km) Laguna lake shoul j produce no less than 15,000 MWand
help improve fish production by planting man!l,ove trees under the installed solar
panel. Aswindmills are more expensive and he,d to locate, some more incentives are
needed to make it more attractive to investors,

As the government is hobbled by many oU er issues, the primary of which is
food production, building structures that have multiplier effects should make
building hydroelectric dams the next best tiling to undertake. While it has a
long gestation period to build one, including planning, environmental issues, fi-
nancing and building the complex structures, the other plus "factors" aside from
its primary purpose of producing a bigger a nount of reliable renewable energy
are to provide irrigation to thousands of hectares of farmlands; provide water
for drinking and household use; provide a source for freshwater fish varieties;
control flow of excessive water, preventing :llOding that causes destruction to
farmlands,.government and private structures; provide thousands of jobs during
the long period of construction; and provide iundreds of permanent jobs in its
operation and maintenance.

The best place to build a series of dams i~iIIlong the 500-km Cagayan River
in Cagayan Valley. It is where the 400 MW Nlagat Dam was built in the 1970s
by the late president Ferdi~and E. Marcos SI. Fully developing the potential of
the convergence of water that comes from the Sierra Madre mountains on the
eastern side and the Cordillera mountains on the western side should produce
no less than 3,000 MW.And, one with anot !I'r 400 MW like that of the Magat
Dam could still be finished before BBMsteps down from office.

Alejandro Daquigan
Royal Palm Villa
Las Piiias City

Tel 09069420331
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JOINT DEVELOPMENT PUSHED

CHINA SEEKS RESUMPTION
OF OIL. GAS EXPLORATION TALK::)
ByTina G. Santos
@santostinaINQ

Chinese Ambassador to the
Philippines Huang Xilian on
Tuesday said that Beijing re-
mains open to working with
Manila on oil and gas explora-
tion to help address the energy
demand of both parties.

"We are ready to work with
this administration. We hope
that we will find some way out
to handle the remaining differ-
ences so that we could begin
that kind of oil and gas common
developments [at) an early date
so that it can benefit our people
and our two countries as early
as possible," Huang said during
the weekly Pandesal forum.

Under then President Ro-
drigo Duterte, the Philippines
and China began formal nego-
tiations by signing a memoran-
dum of understanding (MOU)in
2018 on joint oil and gas explo-
ration and development in the
West Philippine Sea

However, the government
terminated the talks before
Duterte left office, citing pos-
sible constitutional issues.

"We have been negotiating
on the common development
of oil and gas according to the
MOU signed between our two
governments in 2018. We have
made positive and significant
progress. But we have yet to
conclude it for the benefit of
our two peoples," Huang said.

"[W)e appreciate that PJt!S-
ident Marcos and [Foreign
Affairs) Secretary [Enrique)
Manalo both made it pub lic
that they are open to the 1e-
sumption of negotiation after
the new administration took
office on oil and gas common
development," he added.

Huang earlier said that C1.i-
na and the Philippines must
"work harder" on developing
clean energy as a means of a 1-
dressing the climate crisis.

"Last year, the export of
electric vehicles of China ar-
counts for more than half (If
the world's. We are one (If
the leading players in term s
of clean energy and so we ,LIe
ready to work with this co II-

try to share our technology,
share our expertise to mo v ~
forward 'hand-in-hand," he
said in a previous statement

When asked how the Chi-
nese government can help irn-
prove the situation of Filipino
fisherfolk, Huang said that 11 !
was happy to see fisherfoll:
from both countries "getting
along" and fishing "peacefully"
in disputed areas.

"While we are managing dif
ferences, we are also working 1'(

promote maritime cooperation
between our two countries. W'e
believe that this kind of mari-
time cooperation between OUI
two countries will benefit fisher-
men in the future. We look for-
ward to that," he said. INQ
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China open to joint oil
talks with Marcos gov't
CHINA will continue joint oil
and gas exploration talks with the
Philippines under President Fer-
dinand R. Marcos, Jr., its envoy
said on Tuesday.

"We are ready to work with
this administration," Chinese
Ambassador Huang Xilian told a
news briefing. "We hope that we
will find some way out to handle
the remaining differences, so that
we could begin that kind of com-
mon oil and gas development."

The Chinese envoy said the
Filipino and Chinese way of set-
tling differences is similar, citing
Mr. Marcos' remarks in his first
address to Congress in July.

"We will be a good neighbor
- always looking for ways to col-
laborate and cooperate with the
end goal of mutually beneficial
outcomes," the president said at
that time. "If we agree, we will
cooperate and we will work to-
gether. And ifwe differ, let us talk
some more until we develop a
consensus."

"If we cannot solve the dif-
• ferences, then we should try to

create a good environment for
us to handle the differences," Mr.
Huang said. "We should also seek
to settle and manage our differ-
ences through direct, friendly
consultations and dialogue:'

He said the Philippines under
ex-President Rodrigo R. Duterte
and China had made "significant

progress" in joint oil and gas ex-
ploration talks even if they failed
to reach a deal.

"Wehave been negotiating the '
commondevelopmentofoilandgas
according to the memorandum of
understanding signedbetween our
two governments in 20l8,"he said.
"Wehavemadesignificantprogress,
butwehaveyettocondudeitforthe
benefit of our people.Our coopera-
tion in oilandgaswillhelp meet the
energyneedsofour twocountries."

Mr. Huang made his remarks
when asked if China was agree-
able to a 60-40% sharing agree-
ment in favor of the Philippines.

In September, Foreign Affairs
Secretary Enrique A. Manalo
said China was pushing a 50-50%
or 51-49% division, and wanted
conditions in accordance with
Chinese domestic laws that were
unacceptable to the Philippines.

The South China Sea, a key
global shipping route, is subject
to overlapping territorial claims
involving China, Brunei, Malay-
sia, the Philippines, Taiwan and
Vietnam. Each year, trillions of
dollars of trade flow through the
sea, which is also rich in fish and
gas. - Alyssa Nicole O. Tan

Read the full story by scanning
the QR code or by typing the link
< bltJy/Jolntoln02622 >
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'UNTRASH UNDAS: Members of Ecowaste, an environmental advocates group, flash placards calling on t~e people to
"Untrash Undas," meaning to respect the departed by avoiding littering at the cemeteries and memorial parks v.1hileob rvi
All Saints' Day. Danny Pata
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NagpaaIa-
la ang mga
"Zombasura"
na miyembro
ng EcoWaste
Coalition sa
mga bumibi-
sita sa Ma-
nila North
Cemetery na
mag karo on
ng malasakit
at disiplina sa
pagtatapon
ng basura lalo
na sa pag-
gunita nga-
yong U
(Ernie P na-
redondo)

SementelJO ay ires~to,I
huwag magkafat dno!
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Ligtas, luntian at masaganang

bukas para sa QCitizens
NAGING makabuluhan at matagumpay ang aking pag-
dalo sa C40 World Mayors Summit sa Buenos Aires, Argen-
ti~a nitong nakaraang linggo. Sa pagtitipon, nangako ang
mga lider ng iba't ibang siyudad sa mundo kabilang na ang
Quezon City na bubuo ng mga makakalikasang oportuni-
dad at kabuhayan para sa 50 milyong indibiduwal hanggang
sa taong 2030.

Sa tulong ng "good, green jobs" na ito, makakamit natin
ang mga pangunahin nating hangarin: ang maprotektahan
ang kalikasan, makapagbigay ng pagkakakitaan, at masi-
guro ang kalusugan ng mga mamamayan.

Nagkaroon din tayo ng pagkakataon na ibahagi ang
ating programa. Naging finalist sa C40 Cities Bloomberg
Philanthropist Awards ang Grow QC food security initiative
program na naitatag natin noong kasagsagan ng pandemya.
Sa pamamagitan ng Grow QC, nakabuo tayo ng 675 urban
fanns na nakakapagbigay ng kabuhayan sa 15,000 QCiti-
zens mula sa vulnerable sectors. Ito na rin ang pinagkuku-

nan natin ng masustansyang sangki'l) para sa pagkain ng
mga pamilyang bahagi og ating feEl<ling programs.

Hindi lang sa mga programa para sa kapaligiran kini-
lala ang QC. Noong Huwebes, pinarangalan sa 2022 Cities
and Municipalities Competitiveness Index Awards ng
Department of Trade and Industry ar 9 lungsod bilang 1st
place Overall Most Competitive Citl (Highly Urbanized
City category). Humakot din tayo 9 pagkilala bilang 1st
Place as Most Competitive in lnnovation: 2nd Plao as
Most Competitive in Economic Dy ernisrn: 2nd Pia as
Most Competitive in Government E tciency: 2nd Place as
Most Competitive in Infrastructure; at 2nd Place as ost
Competitive in Resiliency.

Noong Miyerkules naman, nakatarqqaptayo ng s cial
(Sunda~ sa pahilllr 5)

----'----

QC ASE SO ... Mula pahina 4
citation mula sa Philippine kung hindi dahil sa pakiki-
Chamber of Commerce and pagtulungan ninyo, QCiti-
Industry bilang isa sa Most z~ns. Ang mga suhestiyon
Business-Friendly LGUs sa runyo ay nagagamit namin
bansa. sa pagpapabuti ng mga prog-

Hindi tayo makatatang- rama para sa inyo. Makaaasa
gap ng mga pagkilalang ito kayo na patuloy na magiging

bukas~ pamahalaang lung-
sod sa ,"yong mga suhesti-
yon para makapagbigay ng
serbisyong dapat ninyong
matanggap.
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Bulkang Kanlaon
muling nag-
alboroto, 16

pagvanig naitala
NAG-ALBOROTO ang

bulkang Kanlaon
makaraang, maitala ang
labing-anim (16) na volca-
nic earthquake sa paligid
nito sa nakalipas na 24 oras.

Nabatid sa ulat ng
Pbilippine Institute of Vol-
canology and Seismology
(Pbivolcs) nakataas ang
alert level 1 paligid ng bul-
kang Kanlaon.

Ayon pa sa abensya na
bukod sa pagyanig nama-
taan din ang babagyang
pamamaga ng bulkan.

Sinabi pa ng Pbivolcs
ipinagbabawal ang pagpa-
sok sa apat na kilometrong
(4 km) radius Permanent
Danger Zone 0 PDZ.

Kaugnay nito sinabi pa ng
Phivolcs na ipinagbabawal
din ang agpapalipad ng anu
mane. " JJg eroplano mala-:
i'lt a t l'tok ng hulkan da-
b 1 -." -(3 ng pagsabog.

A. br.lkang Kanlaon ay
ti ring na aktibong bulkan
na rnatatagpuansa Ialawigan ng
N Oc idental at Negros
Onen!al. (BoyCdario)
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