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Concerned resideLts in Tanay,
Rizal province, have sounded
the alarm over a private devel-
opment project, which they fear
will disrupt the natural flow of
a river that runs through i pro-
tected area.

The Department of the Envi-
ronment and Nat Resciirces
(DENR) has acted on their com-
plaint against the|construction
and dredging activities being
done on a portion of Lanatin
River in Barangay Cayabu

A representative froin the
Provincial Environment and
Natural Resources Office (Pen-
ro), the DENR’s Ipcal office in
Rizal, confirmed |on Tuesday
that a show cause prder was de-
livered to Neil Short, a Hritish
national, on Oct. 14.

Short, however, refused to
receive the document, according
to the Penrorepresentative.

The order, a dopy of which
was seen by the [Inquire:, was
dated Oct. 10 and| addressed to
both Short and hig Filipino wife,
Blessilda.

It noted that the couple
“have been conducting vnau-
thorized activitieg [using] heavy
equipment and excavating the

#0-25-22

DATE

DENR tells couple:
Stop river project

The Department of Environment and Natural Re-
sources (DENR) has issued a show cause order
against a couple—a British national and his Fil-
ipino wife—behind construction activities at the
Lanatin River in Tanay, Rizal, citing their lack of
. a permit. Concerned residents have expressed fear
the unauthorized project may affect the flow of the
diver that runs through the Kaliwa Watershed ===

F@BtReserve —STORY BY MARIEJO S. RAMOS

UNAUTHORIZED ACTIVITIES Screenshot of drone footage
shows British national Neil Short operating a backhoe at the
Lanatin River. —cONTRIBUTED PHOTO

Lanatin River” within the Kali-
wa Watershed Forest Reserve
without a permit from Penro
and the Protected Area Man-
agement Board (PAMB).

Explanation sought

Penro Rizal ordered the

Shorts to immediately stop the
project and explain in writing
within five working days why it
should not be terminated. The

office said they may be cited for .

violating Republic Act No. 7586,
or the National Integrated Pro-
tected Area System Act.

Under the law, unauthorized
use of mechanized equipment
to the detriment of a protect-
ed area is penalized with a fine
of between P200,000 and P1
million, or imprisonment of

_one to six years, or both. Illegal -

construction or occupation of a
piece of land without a PAMB or
DENR clearance carries a P1-mil-
lion to Ps-million fine and a pris-
on term of six to 12 years.

The show cause order issued
to the Shorts was signed by Pen-
ro officer Ramil Limpiada.

~ Tanay environmental offi-

te dev’t on Tanayrl\mF

cer Suzette Villanueva said her

office went to the project site

for a “follow-up operation” on
Tuesday afternoon but did not
see the couple.

Backhoe operations

On Saturday, a group of
Cayabu residents posted on so-
cial media a purported video of
the 59-year-old Short operating
a backhoe at the site.

In an interview with the In-
quirer, Salvador Lao said he and
his_ fellow | villagers were ques-
tioning whether anyone could
just alter the natural terrain with-
in a protected area, noting that
Lanatin River was within the Kali-
wa watershed and forest reserve.

“We don’t own the land
here. We were only given per-
mits by the DENR to provide
tourism and livelihood oppor-
tunities for the locals,” said Lao,
who operates a tourist camp in
the barangay.
¢ | And yet, he said, “this for-
eigner claimed he owns 20,000
hectares of land here.”

He recalled that on Oct. 6,
they noticed Short laying the
foundations for a “dam” and
redirecting the flow of the river.
By Oct. 13, laborers had started
transporting cement and steel
bars to the project site. ma
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Senators firm
up PHL-France
bilateral ties

with Paris visit

N Zubiri and Senate President

S ENATE President Juan Miguel
# Pro Tempore Loren Legarda,

taking advantage of the Congress

session break, led a delegation of
Philippine senators set to meet with
theirFrench counterpartsto firmup
and enhance bilateral ties between
Manila and Paris.

Legarda, in a pre- departure
statement, affirmed their upcom-
ing talks with top French officials
are expected to be “an opportune
time for us to assess our country’s
strong tieswith the French Republic
and discuss how we can foster our
friendship and cooperation, espe-
cially on areas that concern both
the Philippines and France.”

Sheadded “mattersrelatingtothe
environment, and the blue economy
wouldbeamongthe topicstobe tack-
led in their meetings, stressing de-
liberating on theissues is timelyand
significant as these are connected to
climate change, which remainsatop
global concern.”

“Ourvisit toFranceisachance for
the Philippines to convey our vision,
plans, and involvement in address-
ingglobal challenges suchasclimate
change,” added Legarda.

The Senate President Pro Tem-
poreassured, “Our country fully rec-
ognizesFrance’ssteadyallegianceto
be a global leader in addressing the
issue, and we are fully committed to
supporting the Paris Agreement.”

At/ the same time, Legarda re-
minded that the Paris Agreement,
also referred to the Paris Climate
Accord as an international climate
change treaty adopted in 2015 by
members of the United Nations
Framework Convention on Climate
Change (UNFCCC).

Itwillberecalled thatin 2017, Le-
garda, who chaired the Subcommit-*
tee on the Paris Agreement under

the Senate Committee on Foreign

Relations, also sponsored the Phil-
ippines’s concurrence in ratifying
the agreement. '
In addition, Legarda likewise
led the Philippine contingent into
assenting to the High Ambition Co-
alition (HAC) for Nature and People
after United States Senator Russell
Beingold sought her guidance and
leadershipinbringingthe Philippines
to the HAC, an agreement started by
France, among other nations.
“Thesearejust some of theissues
we intend to bring to the table dur-

. _ing our meetings,” she added recall-

ing that the Philippines and France
“enjoy 75 yearsof fruitfulandvibrant
friendship and cooperation in vari-
ous areas such as economy, defense,
food security, and people-to-people
relations, and these, too, are part of
our agenda.”

Legarda, likewise, affirmed that it
is an honor to be part of the Philip-
pine delegation once again, and Ilook
forward to making our bilateral ties
with Francestronger,” she concluded.

At the same time, she confirmed
thatthe Philippine delegationisalso
meeting with the France-Southeast
Asia Parliamentary Friendship
Group led by its president, Senator
Mathieu Darnaud.
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TH & IMPACT of climate change is
like ly to slash the Philippines’ gross
doniestic product (GDP) by as much
as 1.3.6% by 2040 if there is no action
by the government and private sec-
tor, the World Bank said on Tuesday.
_‘Damages from climate
~ pge are a threat to the Phil-

" 13 Wldg,

ippine econojl.ny. It is likely to
~_reduce GDP éubﬁstannasﬁy, but
. the rznge of possible outcomes

World Bank Lead
Economist Souleymane Cou-
libaly said at a briefing on its

Philippines Country Climate -

Development Report. ;

Mr. Coulibaly said World Bank
estimates showed the Philippines
may see a 3.2% average loss in

. GDP by 2030, and as much as a

5.7% loss in GDP by 2040.

e a5

“However, the impact could
be much worse reaching 13. 6%
in 2.040 if no actions are taken...
with the worst effects in capltai-
intensive industries,” he added.”
World Bank Country Direc-
tor for the Philippines Ndiame
Diop said that the Philippines is
“uniquely vulnerable” to climate
change. |
“In 2022, the Phlllppmes
ranked number one among the
countries most affected by ex-

treni: weather events...climate
charge is often called a silent cri-
sis, butin the Philippines, it is not
sile1it. It's an imposing problem
and 1 real threat,” he added.
Climate-related hazards have
caused P506.1billion in losses and
damage to the Philippines over
the pust decade, the Department
of Finance (DoF) said last year.
S gns of elimate change can
be sc¢n through rising tempera-
tures, longewﬂ more 1n'tense

droughts, more severe tropical
storms and increasing sea levels.
The Philippines is struck by
aroundza ‘tropical eyclones every
year, but has seen much stronger
typhoons in recent years.

“Temperatures in the Philip-

pines will continue to rise by the
end of the 21* century. Rainfall
patterns will change and inten-
sify, and extreme weather will

- become more frequent. Without
. action, climate ¢

ange will im-

pose substantial economic and

. human costs, affecting the poor-
est households the most,” Mr.
Diop said. & T

Stefano Pagiola, World Bank
senior environmental economist,
said climate change poses ma-
jor risks for development in the
Philippines and that policy inac-
tion would result in substantial
economic and human costs, espe-
cially for the poor.

- Climate, S1/11
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“These will hamper economic activities

. .and development...adaptation is a priority for
| the Philippines. It is not just reducing risk and

damage but addressing slow onset events like
| sealevel rising,” he said. .

In the report, the World Bank noted the Phil- -

- ippines has taken action against climate change
but this has been mostly “uneven.”
“Responsibilities over climate action are oﬂen

dispersed and duplicative, policies are partially

implemented, and there is no capacity orresources
from local government units,” Mr. Pagiola said. .

Agriculture, which contributes around a
tenth of GDP, is one of the most vulnerable
sectors against climate change, he added.

“It is affected directly by temperature
changes and direct damage by typhoons. Be-
cause of climate change, productivity of many

affected, such: as rice, sugarcane, and maize,”
Mr. Pagiola said.

smart agriculture practlces, but this would
.depend on whether or not this is financially
attractive for farmers, he added.

climate change on the economy. “Measures to
adapt to climate change will reduce economic
losses by two-thirds,” he said.

. World Bank economists said the Philip-

' pmes should ramp up efforts to reduce emis-

sion levels. .
ThePh!kppmea}msmmmjttedtomdueegmen
house gas emissions by 75% from 2020 to 2030.
“Mitigation measures could be associated
with a positive impact on GDP if carbon tax
revenues are used for investment. The GDP
- eould increase by about 0.6% and generate
[ about 80,000 jobs in 2040,” Mr. Coulibaly said.

crops will decline. Rain-fed crops are most

The Philippines should adopt c,hmate-

According to Mr. Coulibaly, the Philippines’
early adaptation can reduce the impaet of .

He noted there is a need for public and pri-
vate investments to finance climate-resilient
infrastructure and accelerate the adoption of
green technologies.

“On the private side, issuing envmnmantal
social and governance bonds under the recent-
lyintroduced Sustainable Finance Framework
(SFF) could leverage private financing for
climate actions,” he added.

Socioeconomic Planning Secretary Arsenio
M. Balisacan, who also heads the National Eco-

» nomic and Development Authority (NEDA),

said there isa need to integrate climate action
in the country’s development plans.
“Perhaps no other issue is more important

- '— none more existential and critical to human-

ity’s future, at least, at this point in history,
than climate change,” he said in a pre-recorded
message.

“The Phlhppmes alsn has a running ecolog—

 ical deficit, wherein our ecological footprint

goes beyond our area’s natural capacity. If
we do not get our act right soon, more com-
munities will be routinely displaced, more
economic activities disrupted, and more ag-
ricultural systems devastated due to these
extreme, climate change-mduced weather
conditions,” headded. =

Mr. Balisacan said the upcommg Philippine

. Development Plan for 2023-2028 includes pri-

ority actions for a “greener economy and more
sustainable, affordable, and livable residential

- areasby 2028

“Examples of such priority a{;tions_will
include mechanisms involving carbon pricing
and incentivizing local government units to
focus on more climate-friendly projects, such
as electric vehicles, sustainable tourism, bio-

diversity protection, and energy efficiency,”

he added.
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Climate change -ecofnomic -1ddmage"
~_may hit 7.6% of 2030 GDP

By LOUELLA DESIDERIO

port, he said climate change would
continue and accelerate, with tem-

Economic damage to the Philip-
pines could reach up to 7.6 percent
of gross domestic product by 2030
and by 18.6 percent of GDP by
2040 if no action is taken to address
climate change, according to the
World Bank. i

Soul ane Coulibaly, program
leader f%mblg Growy;P!FFmg;nce
and Institutions in the World Bank,
said during the launch of the multi-
lateral lender’s Philippines Country
Climate and Development Report
yesterday that they have estimated
the average GDP loss due to climate
change to be at least 3.2 percent by
2030 and at least 5.77 percent by
2040. !

“GDP would be lower by that
much if climate change is left un-
addressed,” said Ndiame Diop,
World Bank' countrtgr dilx:alcltpor for
Brunei, Malaysia, the Philippines
and 'I-'l’l::liland.y : "

The World Bank used historical
typhoon information in coming up
with the estimates. Citing the World
Risk Index for this year, Diop said
the Philippines ranks first among
countries most affected by extreme
weather events globally.

Based on the World Bank’s re-

peratures in the country seen to
continue to increase by about one
to two degrees Celcius by the end
of the 21st century, rainfall patterns
to change and intensify, and extreme
events expected to become stronger
and more frequent.

“Without action, climate change
will impose substantial economic
and human costs; affecting the poor-
est households the most,” he said.
~ 'While climate change poses a
threat, Coulibaly said adaptation
actions could reduce the economic

‘losses by around two-thirds.

He said faster declines in poverty
and economic insecurity would also
be seen with the implementation of
climate adaptation measures.

Climate mitigation actions, mean-
while, would provide benefits,
including lower electricity costs,
reduced air pollution and increased
agricultural productivity.

“Our simulations show the over-
all economic impact of the mitiga-
tion measures up to 2040 is likely to
be small, but potentially positive,
with around 0.5 percent increase in
GDP and can generate about 80,000
jobs by 2040,” he said.

As the country is already taking

RS S

action on climate change, World = workforce. . _ E
Bank senior environmental econo-  In addition, he said the countryr
mist Stefano Pagiola said what must avoid one-size-fits-all ap-
needs to be done is to improve  proaches, and implement clima'e

implementation and scale up ac-

tivities.

actions that address both extrem::

: Turn to B
To avoid making the prob-*. et B - |
lem worse, he said the coun- |
try should not continue to |
build in areas known to be at ; — |
risk of flooding, storm surges Climate From B1 livelihoods
or sea level rise. g ¢ certainties

to us by climate change,

_Hesaid there is alsoaneed . anklowonsetevenm,aswell L We
to improve the coordination as take poverty and vulner- canalso more droughts
of climate actions at all levels ability into consideration to  and, <o y, more future
of government, enhance the help the poor and vulnerable  water ind fo cn.?gﬁwaffect
capabilities of local govern- manage the risks posed by theccxln. i e said. =
ment units (LGUs) to design climate change. . ~Hesaid | upoonulx:\ig :
and implement climate ac- Socioeconomic Planning ippine Devel t Plan for

tions, and focus on effective
implementation of existing

Secretary Arsenio Balisacan
said it is necessary to integrate

the country’s overall develop-
i the medium

i climate action in the Philip- ~menthiueprir e
plafj.sa;i:ﬁ;ttt;mws;n need pines’ development plans, term, viill include priority ac-
to be made, undertaken b with the country subject to  tionssuchas pricingand
the private sector or by indi- adverse weather conditions.  incentivizing LGUs to focus on
vidg‘ﬁrm households, mak- - “We suffer through exces- more cimate-irien y projects
ing Sure that the incentive is sive rainfall that endangers us  suchas 2lectric vehicles, sustain-
rightis.crucial,” he said. to flash floods and landslides ablg,tmu;ﬁl, od:w?iity pro-

He stressed the impor- and causes damage to our m;vea . ecioxi;inn?

tance of making sure there
are no regulatory obstacles,
and private sector actors have
access to financing, techni-
cal assistance and a trained

sources of food, shelter, and
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Impact of cllmate- |

IF left unaddressed, the economic
damage of climate change to the
Philippines could reach up to 7.6

ent of gross domestic product
(GDP) by 2030 and 13.6 percent
of GDP by 2040, according to the
World Bank.

Without action, climate change
will impose substantial economic
and human costs to the Philip- .
pines, affecting the poorest house-
holds the most, said Ndiamé Diop,
World Bank country director for
Brunei, Malaysia, Philippines and
Thailand, during the launch of the
Philippines Country Climate and
Development Report yesterday.

“Climate change is sometimes
called a silent crisis, but in the Phil-
ippines, it’s not sileat - it is-an im-
posing problem and a real threat.
If one wants to see the real impacts
of climate change on people, on
infrastructure and on activities, one
can see it here in the Philippines.
Unfortunatciy, climate change
will continue and will accelerate.
Tempegatures in the Ph:hppme 8
will continue to rise by about one
'wm&em@hiusbyﬁxemd 1
of the 21st century, dcpct:ldmg
the climate scenario. Rainfall pat-
ternswill change and intensify, and
extreme weather will become more

. frequent and stronger; D,mp s-.ud_

“The economic damage could
reachupto?épcrcmtofGDP ;
2030 and 13.6 percent of GDP by
2040. That is, GDP would beloWEt -
by that much if climate

left unaddressed. All sectors ’will

be affected, capital intensive sec-

tors are likely to suffer most from |
extreme weather and agriculture

will beat the brunt.” he added.

Diop said increased environ- |
mental shocks will stymie future ‘
gains in prosperity for poorer |
households which are more ex- '
posed to the effects of climate
change, and they will have less |
ability to cope with shocks and
are more likely to resort to nega-
tive coping mechanisms, such as
selling productive assets or pulling
children out of school.

“It is clear that adaptation must '
be a priority for the Philippiaes,
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-Economy to.grow 6.5%
THE economy is expected to as the only | sote point, bu; as
expand by 6.5 percent for the pointed odt eat‘ficr, its negative
full-year despite the projected effect on consumer spending
higher-than-target inflation of ~ should be muted by higher peso
5.5 percent, according to the incomes df o?emeas F.thpmo
Market Call. workers (O FW), business proc-
According to the report re- ess outs umng ybdrke’rs and
leased yesterday, with Christmas exporters. We, thus, see GDP
season around the corner smd gfmvth in 2022 of 6.5 percent, ‘
consumers and firms “i ‘at phe upper end of our projec-
go out after the two-year * “incar- tions, while we may expect an ‘
ceration,” the employment data %On rate of 6.9 | percent in
is expcctcd to hit new tecords Dcto er,” it added. ‘
sta September. "' The report said inflation
; e report said national gov-  is easing slightly slower than |
ernment spending, especially on 'dcsircdi dpr to eievatcd' c,rude
_mfrasu'uctute, agricultute and  oil pri |l ety
key projects, should accelerate ~ “F we’ver the latter has ‘
in the coming months since shown weakness after the initial
it still has a lot of “unused” announcement of the record ‘
deficits fatthclaa;fonr mo?;h,s\ hg rels of OPEC
‘of 2022.° OPEC apparently ‘
Fitms’ optimism also showed e preempuve move to
in the acceleration of capital qvp; own in prices ‘
goods imports in August, it said. {tp,§50470 arrel due to the
“%ex;pect manufacumngqu,t— s_prca,d..mg globq.l xccesswn},” ‘
: i N Ve A8 IDE LEPOSE BAIM. faic —ory. e
_ﬂp.ﬁéwdmg on mfwnmwe under pressure, but OFY
and agriculture. The unexpect- remittance in Q4 and likely
.edlrst‘mngtaxcoﬂ,cwgnshﬂsied _more aggressive action by the ‘
to lower projected debt-to-GDP B P (Bangko Sentral ng Pilipinas)
: sdomcsncp to63to in both policy rates and othe ‘
percent in 2022,” the Markgst sures should prevent it fi
Call said. mxmpg_qlgsg. o P60_[ $1,”it ‘
., “Elevated inflation remains A gela Celis ‘
much  their effective entation. _investment in flood man onf
Ty is -%e report sig%lgnsﬁi‘s vefy ‘in flood-prone areas, 1voidi
the clearly, that full implementation new constructions in floodplain
‘and effective implementation of  in vulnerable coastal areas ¢
- the climate actions program that  reduce future losses. Anyl furthe

ch

¢ is their fmgmenmuom

their lack of coordination and

‘exists already in the Phﬂlppmes
could reduce economic losses
from climate change by two-
‘thirds, and climate actions like

he added.

scaling up the existing jprogram
would help achieve thes gains,

In the same event, Hocioeco

nomic Chief “Arsenio Balisacan

said, “If we do not get our acts
right soon, more commuaitics
will be routinely displaced, more

. economic activities disrupted,

and more agricultural systems.
devastated due to these extreme,

climate change-induced weathct
eonémons.
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Climate |mpact to cut
DP by 7. 6% in 2030

BY EIREENE JAIREE GOMEZ “The good news is that adaptation  for the poor. Second, the Philippines

_actions can reduce the impact of has m:riy options to address climate

CONOMIC dama e from climate change dimate Measurestoadapttodimate change, which could significantly

| ' 8 8 change could reduce economiclosses  reduce its impact. These options are

could reduce the gross domestic product
(GDP) of the Philippines by as much as 7.6

by around two-third. The cost of
climate adaptation is substantial, but

feasibl2, and that cost is modest. The
private sectormust play a leading role

: idi easily outweighed by the economic  inthe dimateaction, soit’s important
percent by 2030, the World Bank sald in a report. s i R i R 8 1 e
“We have estimated that the aver-  tify opportunities for dimate action  he further stated. Pagiola =xplained.
agelossof GDPby 2030 isatleast3.2  byboth the publicand private sectors. The CCDR report was executed by~ The (CDR revealed that temp ora-
percent rising to at least 5.7 percent Coulibaly emphasized how cli-  undertakinganumberof “deepdives” tures in the Philippines have already
by 2040. However, the impact could ~ mate shocks negatively affect eco-  into key sectors (water, agriculture, ~worseried by two-thirds of a degree
be much worse reaching 7.6 percent  nomic growth by eroding natural ~ energy, transport and urban areas)  Celsius ind typhoons have become
of GDP by 2030 and 13.6 percent and physical capital, reducing labor ~ selected based on where theimpactof =~ more severe. Climate change in the
by 2040," Souleymane Coulibaly, productivity, weaken financial stabil- ~ climate changeis expected tobemost ~ country will continue to accelerate,
program leader of Equitable Growth,  ity, altering domestic and external  significant and where people will ~ with temperatures rising by as much
Finance and Institution of World competitiveness, andstrainingpublic ~ be hardest hit, said Stefano Pagiola, s 3 degrees Celsius. The report also
Bank, said during the launch of the  finances. senior environment economist of notedthatthe average rainfall will not
bank’s Philippines Country Climate “Modelling shows that if no mea-  World Bank. _ change much, but will becorme more
Development Report (CCDR). sures is taken to address climate Thereport comestotwo maincon-  intense and more erratic. Extreme
The CCDR, which builds on data’  change by 2040, the poverty rate will ~ clusions. “First, isthat dimatechange ~ weathei' events will also become
and rigorous research, comprehen-  increase by nearly a percentage point,  poses major risks for developmentin  more severe.
sively analyzes how dimate change  economic insecurity by frequent 3  the Philippines. Therefore, policyand Thes¢ trends, the World Bank
will affect the country'sabilitytomeet  points and inequality by 0.3 points,”  actionwouldimposesubstantialeco-  report 15ted, will hamper economic
itsdevelopmentgoalsand helpsiden-  he said. nomic and human costs, especially »GDP B2

B GDP FROM B1

Climate

activities, damage infrastructure,
and result deep sodial disruptions,

In particular, climate:change:will

affect the poor and women dispro-
portionately, with many of the poor

hvmg in areas that are particularly
threatened by climate change, it
added.

“All this means that adaptation s |

a priority for the Philippines. And
adaptation means not reducing the
risk of damage from extreme events
but it also.means addressing slow
onset events like higher tempera-
tures and sea level rise,” he said.
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Climate risks p(]»se

81gn1ﬁcant
threat’ to PH economic

Byﬂlllﬂ&m

limate change poses a S1g—

nificant threat to the country’s
Cdevalopment that would poten-

tially result in higher economic
and human costs particularly for the
poor, the World Bank said.

Souleymane Coulibaly, World Bank
lead economist said climate shocks
would negatively affect the country’s
economic growth by eroding natural

and physical capital, as well as reducing
labor productivity \;

Coulibaly also said that the effects of
climate weaken the coun-
try’s financial stability, alter domestic
and external competitiveness and strain
government finances.

- growth

Ultimately, climate shocks would
drag down the gove 's poverty
reduction effort, whose metrics mainly
depend on growth and income
distribution, Coulibaly noted.

Based on the World Bank estimates,
the average output losses of the Philip-
pines due to climate change will be at
3.2 percent of gross domestic product
(GDP) by 2030 and could further rise to
5.7 percent by 2040.

£ the much worse scenario, the
ank estimated that the costs of
c]mlatemfcolﬂdamountm'}' 6 per-
cent by 2030 and 13.6 percent by 2040.

The World Bank estimates were
derived using the country’s historical
typhoon information.

“As ﬂlust:rated by this figure, you

msee the poorwwld suffer the most.

The poorer the households, the more
neahw:ly the consumption is estimated
affected by climate change,” Cou-

. libaly said.

According to the World Bank econo-
mist, if no measures is taken to address
climate change, the poverty rate will
increase by nearly one percentage point
by 2040, economic insecurity by 3.3
percentage points and inequality by 0.3
percentage point.
~ The financial sector will also be af-
fected for a one percentage rise in the
typhoon damage ratio, and the non
performing loan ratio rising by an aver-
age qf 0.66 SEIMt in the same period,

“This is this significantly increases

in your credit risls,” he said.

However, the good news is that ad-
aptation actlons can reduce the impact
of climate changge. -

“Measures to adapt to climate
change could reduce economic losses by
around two-third«,” Coulibay said. “The
cost of climate adz ptation is substantial,

' but easily outweighed by the economic

benefits of reduced climate change.”

World Bank estimated that the cost
of making vulnerable new infrastructure
in the Philippines climate resilience is
estimated to be ¢bout 0.6 percent of
GDP annually.

While the agriculture sector mea-
sures to boost climate resilience would
cost the governmeant about 0.06 percent
of GDP per year.
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anila Water spendmg

g

P181 B to improve service

Bymnmmmm

W ast Zone concessionaire Manila

EWater Company is set to spend P181

billion in the next five years, from

2023 to 2027, in pursuit of its service

improvement plan to continuously meet its
service obligations.

In a statement, the utility said a sig-
nificant level of the expenditures will be to
implement capital expenditure programs
amounting to P105 billion for both its water
and wastewater projects.

The service improvement plan high-
lights four sustainability pillars necessary
to ensure the viability of the environment
which sustains the water cycle, and on

ich the company establishes its opera-
tions even for the long-term.

These pillars are Water Security, to en-

sure adequacy of water resources for current -

and future customers; senficeAcce;ﬁbLI}ty

to expand Service to more commu-
nities in the East Zone; Service Continuity,
to ensure that customers continue to receive

high-quality service even in the event of

natural calamities; and Environmental

~ Sustainability, to safeguard the sustain-

ability of the environment that supports
the East Zone.

Manila Water President and CEO Jo- .

cot De Dios affirmed that Manila Water
continues to support and work with the
Metropolitan Waterworks and Sewerage
System for the development and imple-
mentation of short- to long-term projects
to ensure sustainability of future water

: These include the Calams Antipolo
Source
ply Project which will source water from the
eastern flank of Laguna Lake.

Other projects being eyed as medium- to
long-term water sources aside from har-

System and the East Bay Water Sup-

nessing Laguna Lake include the New Wawa
Dam Project in Rizal Province, the Kaliwa
Dam Project and the Kaliwa River Project
which will harmess water from Kaliwa River
downstream of Quezon Province.

Furth2 more, the construction of the
new 15-lkilometers aqueduct and 6.4~
kilometes: tunnel is already completed in
coordination with MWSS which will pro-
vide anothir 1,600 MLD to flow towards La

‘Mesa Darn, optumzmg the flow of excess

water from Ipo to La Mesz Dam.
Manila Water said it continues to meet

- the standard and demand for 2/4/7 water

supply, which the company commits to
maintain through its service improve-
ment plan, as well as contingehcy and
augmentation plans, to benefit its growing
customer tase.

Even during the height of the pandemic,
Manila Waler made sure to supply its cus-
tomers with clean and safe water, 24/7.
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The Manila Times, 2/F Sitio Grande,
409 A. Soriano Avenue, Intramuros, Manila 1002

RENEWABLE ENERGY TO THE MANILA TIMES

AS an avid reader of The Manila Times, | join the millions in commemorating its
years of service to the nation by bringing up unbridled news in its daily mission.
Its advocacy on economic growth issues rather than the personal and political
issues many other.newspapers still delve into, practically makes it a catalyst in
rebuilding our nation that was savaged for more than two years by the Covid-19
pandemic and aggravated quite lately by Russia’s invasion of Ukraine.

| cite the following: the October 1 issue’s editorial, “Renewable energy,” where
the executive director of the International Energy Agency (IEA) Eatih Birol was
quoted: “There is a renewable energy economy that is rapidly growing around the
world” and that cost, efficiency and the ease of constructing the sources makes

the most economic sense; the October 4 issue headline, “Green energy open tofor-

eigners — Dol,” quoting Justice Secretary Crispin Remulla that the constitutional
foreign ownership restrictions on the exploration, development and utilization

of natural resources only covers things that are susceptible to appropriation,

thus excluding the sun, the wind and ocean; the October 5 issue 'ed_itoria_l, “Dok's
rational approach to nuclear energy “raises reader’s awareness of another kind of
renewable energy — nuclear energy. This should remind us of the Bataan Nuclear
Power Plant (BNPP) that was built by the late president Ferdinand Marcos St. that
could have paved the way for the Philippines to have energy self-sufficiency a
long time ago had not presumptive president Corazon Aquine just wasted it for
her own personal reason; and finally, the October 6 issue editorial, “DoJ ruling on
green energy a potential boon for PH,” concludes that the Philippines represents a
tantalizing market for energy investments, first, because it clearly has a great deal
of unmet demand for energy, and second, because it is ideally snuated to harness
solar, wind and ocean resources,

It is for the above reasons that we now have 998 government- awarded Tenew-
able energy contracts with an aggregate installed capacity of 5,460.59 MW and
potential capacity of 61,613. 8 MW (Ref: TMT September 28, “PH revises on- -grid
RE system). Referring further to TMT September 28 — “PetroGreen Dagohoy
project” where its 61,200 solar panels when installed i in their 22- -hectare Bohnl
site, would produce 27 MWDC, which should give us approximately 1.23 MW
per hectare occupied. Translating the approved potential capacity of 61,613 MW :
into hectares of land to be occupied comes up to approximately 49,000 hectares.
Given that some of the 998 projects are not solar and not occupying much space,
a reduction of a few thousand hectares does not make that fi figure acceptable to
the agricultural sector for“food production.” It would be “counterproductive”to
say the least for Pres;dept Bongbong Marcos to envision bringing down the price

of rice somewhere “near the P20 per kilogram.” And to be fair, | am sure not one of
the 998 contracts was awarded during BBM's 100 days in office.

‘Having brought out the problem, | ask the he p of The Manila Times to bring
forward some suggested solutions for the government and the energy contractors
to ponder on (especially when a project is about to take off): First, develop the open
eyesore and unhealthy places in Metro Manila communities ~— canals, esteros and
other small bodies of water — into a clean, safe and habitable area where even
millions of solar panels could be installed, by developing the means fo relocate
the informal settlers, taking back the portions that were “developed” by a few real
estate and powerful opportunists, dredging to accommodate more water thereby
eliminating/reducing flooding in the area, cooperating with the water concession-
aires to build giant sewage treatment plants tu avoid polluting the structures built
along these bodies of water. The total area may yet be enough for the next projects
of those wanting to locate their projects in Metro Manila for ease of operation and
maintenance, Urge present operators of hydroiactric dams to put up either ar
both solar and wind farms in their areas (inland and over water) to compensate
their production during the prolonged dry seascn or drought; apportion even only

- 20 percent of all lakes surface areas for solar, viind or even water wave farms. The .,

90,000-hectare (90-sq-km) Laguna lake should produce no less than 15,000 MW and
help improve fish production by planting manijiove trees under the installed solar

: panel. As windmills are more expensive and hard to lacate, some more incentives are

needed to make it more attractive to investors

As the government is hobbled by many o'ter issues, the primary of which is
food production, building structures that have multiplier effects should make
building hydroelectric dams the next best thing to undertake, While it has a
long gestation period to build one, including planning, environmental issues, fi-
nancing and building the complex structures, the other plus “factors” aside from
its primary purpose of producing a bigger amount of reliable renewable energy
are to provide irrigation to thousands of he:tares of farmlands; provide water
for drinking and household use; provide a snurce for freshwater fish varieties;
control flow of excessive water, preventing flyoding that causes destruction to
farmlands, government and private structuies; provide thausands of jobs during

‘the long period of construction; and provide: 1undreds of permanent jobs in its

operation and maintenance,

The best place to build a serles ofdams i« along the 500-km Cagayan River
in C;gayan Valley. It is where the 400 MW Niagat Dam was built in the 19705
by the late president Ferdinand E. Marcos S1. Fully developing the potential of
the convergence of water that comes from the Sierra Madre mountains on the
eastern side and the Cordillera mountains on the western side should produce
no less than 3,000 MW. And, one with another 400 MW like that of the Magat
Dam could still be finished before BBM steps down from office.

Alejandro Daguigan
Royal Palm Villa
Las Pifias City

Tel 09069420331
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OF OIL, GAS EXPLORATION TALKS

By Tina G. Santos
@santostinalNQ

Chinese Ambassador to the
Philippines Huang Xilian on
Tuesday said that Beijing re-
mains open to working with
Manila on oil and gas explora-
tion to help address the energy
demand of both parties.

“We are ready to work with
this administration. We hope
that we will find some way out
to handle the remaining differ-
ences so that we could begin
that kind of oil and gas common
developments [at] an early date
so that it can benefit our people
and our two countries as early
as possible,” Huang said during
the weekly Pandesal forum.

Under then President Ro-
drigo Duterte, the Philippines
and China began formal nego-
tiations by signing a memoran-
dum of understanding (MOU) in
2018 on joint oil and gas explo-
ration and development in the
West Philippine Sea.

However, the government
terminated the talks before
Duterte left office, citing pos-
sible constitutional issues.

“We have been negotiating
on the common development
of oil and gas according to the
MOU signed between our two
governments in 2018. We have
made positive and significant
progress. But we have yet to
conclude it for the benefit of
our two peoples,” Huang said.

forward ‘hand-in-hand,”

“[W]e appreciate that Pres-
ident Marcos and [Foreign
Affairs] Secretary [Enricjie]
Manalo both made it public
that they are open to the 1e-
sumption of negotiation after
the new administration took
office on oil and gas common
development,” he added.

Huang earlier said that CFi-
na and the Philippines must
*work harder” on developing
clean energy as a means of ai-
dressing the climate crisis.

“Last year, the export of
electric vehicles of China a:-
counts for more than half of
the world’s. We are one of
the leading players in tenrs
of clean energy and so we z1e
ready to work with this cour -
try to share our technology,
share our expertise to mavsa
nz2
said in a previous statement.

When asked how the Chi-
nese government can help ira-
prove the situation of Filipino
fisherfolk, Huang said that he
was happy to see fisherfoll:
from both countries “getting:
along” and fishing “peacefully’'
in disputed areas.

“While we are managing dif
ferences, we are also working ic
promote maritime cooperaticn
between our two countries. We
believe that this kind of mari-
time cooperation between our
two countries will benefit fishey-
men in the future. We look for-
ward to that,” he said. mq
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MALAMPAYA GAS FIELD

China open to joint oil
talks with Marcos gov’t

CHINA will continue joint oil
and gas exploration talks with the
Philippines under President Fer-
dinand R. Marcos, Jr., its envby
said on Tuesday.
“We are ready to work with
| this administration,” Chinese
Ambassador Huang Xilian told a
news briefing. “We hope that we
- will find some way out to handle
the remaining differences, so that
| 'we could bégin that kind of com-
mon oil and gas development.”
The Chinese envoy said the
Filipino and Chinese way of set-
tling differences is similar, citing
Mr. Marcos’ remarks in his first
address to Congress in July.
“We will be a good neighbor

laborate and cooperate with the
end goal of mutually beneficial
outcomes,” the president said at
that time. “If we agree, we will

gether, And if we differ, let us talk
some more until we develop a
consensus.”
“If we cannot solve the dif-
" ferences, then we should try to
create a good environment for
us to handle the differences,” Mr.
Huang said. “We should also seek
to settle and manage our differ-
ences through direct, friendly
eonsultations and dialogue.”
He said the Philippines under
ex-President Rodrigo R. Duterte
ami China had made s:gmficant

— always looking for ways to col- '

cooperate and we will work to-

progress” in joint oil and gas ex-
~ploration talks even if they failed
toreachadeal.

“We have been -negbtiﬂting_ the
common development of oil and gas
‘according to the memorandum of
understanding signed between our
two governments in 2018, he said.
“We have made significant progress,
but we have yet to concludeitfor the

* benefit of our people. Our coopera-

tion in oil and gas will help meet the
energy needs of our two countries.”

Mr. Huang made his remarks
when asked if China was agree-
‘able to a 60-40% sharing agree-

ment in favor of the Philippines.
- In September, Foreign Affairs

Secretary Enrique A. Manalo
‘said China was pushing a 50-50%
or 51-49% division, and wanted
conditions in accordance with
Chinese domestic laws that were
‘unacceptable to the Philippines.
The South China Sea, a key
global shipping route, is subject
‘to overlapping territorial claims
involving China, Brunei, Malay-
sia, the Philippines, Taiwan and
Vietnam. Each year, trillions of

' dollars of trade flow through the

sea, which is also rich in fish and
gas. — Alyssa Nicole 0. Tan

Read the fullstory by scanning
the GR code or by typing the link
<bit.ly/jointoili02622 >

THE PHILIPPINE STAR FILE PHOTO
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‘UNTRASH unms. Membe

“Untrash Undas,” meaning to respect the departe"tby avoidin l{tteer ét the cemeterles and memomi parks-wihil
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la ang mga B
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ng EcoWaste
Coalition sa
mga bumibi- §
sita sa Ma-
nila North
Cemetery na
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l gu-nﬂw




Pilipino Star’

NGAYON

G U IRE YOGy vt yong dinonto nq ELEL] 5]

z
Lv |
UPPER  PAGE1

sToRY

BANNER
STORY
PAGE LOWER

0 intehihonto

70-26-22

EDITORIAL CARTOON

PAGE DATE

L.
ukas para sa QCitizens

NAGING makabuluhan at matagumpay ang aking pag-
Buenos

sa C40 World Mayors Summit sa Aires, Argen-
a nitong nakaraang linggo. Sa pagtitipon, nangako ang
aliderng iba’tibang siyudad sa mundo kabilang naang
Quezon City na bubuo ng mga makakalikasang oportuni-
dad at kabuhayan para sa 50 milyong mdlbrduwaihanggang
sa taong 2030.

Sa tulong ng “good, graenyobs"naito makakamit natin
ang mga pangunahin nating hangarin: ang maprotektahan
ang kalikasan, makapagbigay pag!akahtaan ain'tasi
guro ang kalusugan ng mga mamamayan. =

Nagkaroon din tayo ng pagkakataon na ibahagi ang
ating programa. Naging finalist sa C40 Cities Bloomberg
Philanthropist Awards ang Grow QC food security initiative
program na naitatag natin noong kasagsagan ng pandemya.
Sa pamamagitan ng Grow QC, nakabuoaye ng 675 urban
famms na nak y ng kahmaymsa'ls,wo@cm-

zens mula sa vulnerable sectors lto na rin ang pinagkuku-

s, luntian at masaganang &

nan natin ng masustan sangk 3 para sa pagkain ng
mga panulyang bahagi ng ating feeyling programs.

Hindi lang sa mga programa para sa kapaligiran kini-
lala ang QC. Noong Huwebes, pinariaingalan sa 2022 Cities
and Municipalities Competitiveness Index Awards ng

t of Trade and Industry erg lungsod bilang 1st
place Overall Most Competitive City (Highly Urbanized
City category). Humakot din tayo ng pagkilala bilang 1st
Place as Most Cormehtwe in Innovation; 2nd Place as
Most Competitive in Economic Dynarmsm 2nd Place as
Most Co in Government Efficiency; 2nd Place as
Most Competitive in Infrastructure; et 2nd Place as Most
Competitive in Resiliency. -

Noong Miyerkules naman, nakatzir ggap tayo ng SpeCldI

(Sundan sa pahina 5)

e —

Qc ASENSO .-- Mula pahina 4

citation mula sa Philippine
Chamber of Commerce and

bll&g isa sa Most
Bumness-Fn dly LGUS sa

Hlndl tayo makatatang-
gap ng'tmga pagkilalang ito

; a&ang;[;:»an'lal*rala.emg_

kung hindi dahil sa pak;l&;
pagtulungan ninyo, QCiti-
zens. Ang mga suheshyon-

“ninyo ay nagagamit namin

mga sufies 3
apagbigay n:
ng dapat ni?:yong

sodsarnyo
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Bulkang Kaniaon
muling nag-
alhoroto, 15

Y
(Phwnlcs) nakataas ang
alert level 1 paligid ng bul-
kang Kanlaon.

Ayon pa sa ahensyn na
bukod sa pagyanig nama-
taan din ang bahagyang
pamamaga ng bulkan.

Sinabi pa ng Phivoles
ipinagbabawal ang pagpa-
sok sa apat na kilometrong
(4 km) radius Permancnt
Danger Zone o PDZ.

Kaugnay nito sinabi pa ng
Phivoles na ipinagbabawal
din ang pagnapalipad ng anu

msag url Og eraplano mala-
oif sa tulstok ng bulkan ‘da-’
hil sa bevta ng pagsabog.

Ang bulkang Kanlaon ay
itinuiuring na akiibong bulkan

mmm?r.msalalwwmng
Negros, Occidental at Negros

Oriental, fBuyG&ni)




