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Coca-Cola Philippines: Driving progress towards

packaging circularity in the PH

anila, Philippines - On
Mcctober 14, 2022, Coca-

Cola Philippines shared the
4-year progress of its World Without
Waste goals—the company's global
sustainable packaging initiative
to support a circular economy and
eliminate waste with the continual
use of packaging as a valuable
resource.

The company's progress highlighted in the
announcement includes:

+ 100% operational status of the country's
first-of-its-kind  recycling facillty PETValue
Philippines where clear plastic bottles—re-

gardless of brand— are collected and given -

anew life at PETValue Philippines.

+ Transition sefect Coca-Cola Original Taste
and Wilkins Pure packaging to 100% recycled
PET plastic [1PET) packaging (excluding caps
and labels); '

+The impact of partnerships - driving col-
lective action toward a clrcular economy for
plastic, and establishing over 800 collection
points for used PET plastic bottles nation-
wide.

“AtCoca-Cola, \wmntmmbegulded by
our purpese of refreshing the world and mak-
Ing a difference through loved brands that
are produced sustainably for a better-shared
future” said Tony del Rosario, President of
Coca-Cola Philippines and Vice President for
the East Franchise Operations of Coca-Cola
ASEAN and South Patific. *Since we started
our'World Without Waste journey in 2018, we
have recognized the Importance of partner-
ship and collective action. Together, we are
making good progress in accelerating the
transition to a circular economy for cur pack-
aging in the Philippines, with much more still
todo”

Pioneering recycling facility
in PH now 100% fully operational

PETValue Philippines—a world-class bat-
tle-to-bottle recycling facility using advanced
recycling technologies—is now 100% opera-
tional in General Trias, Cavite. PETValue has
a projected capacity of processing approxi-
mately 28 pieces of used clear PET plastic
bottles, and the recycled PET resin produced
will be used for Coca-Cola brands In recycled
PET plastic packaging—thus situating itself
as a significant contributor to a circular econ-
omy In'the country and creating more job op-
pértunities for Filipinos.

“We are extremely proud of PETValue Phil-
ippines and our partnership with Indorama
Ventures, whose global expertise in recycling
and green technologies will prove to be an
asset to the Philippines’ collective goals for
sustainability,” said Gareth McGeown, Presl-
dent and CEC of CCBPL. "Sustainability is at
the heart of who we are as a company, as
proven by more than a century of Coca-Cola's

@% Philippines -

{from left) Sanjay Ahuja, Evecutive President, Global PET Business and Recydling, Indorama Ventures; Gareth McGeown, President and CE(. Cocar

Cola Beverages Philippines, Inc.; Senator Cynthia Villar, Chairperson, Senate Committee on Environment and Nataral Resources; Ma. Antoni Yulo- -
and; Jonah De Lumen-Pemia, Director, Philippines Franchise, Coca-Cola ASEAN & South Pacifictoday celebrated strong

Loyzaga, DENR Secretary

partnerships made by Coca-Cola Philippines in the company’s joumey towards creating a World Without Waste.

existence in the Philippines. And it Is through
innovations like PETValue and strengthened
sustainable practices that we will be here for
another 100 years, serving Flrpha communi-
ties”

As the world's largest producer of recycled
resin used In plastic beverage botdes, PET-
Value Philippines is Indorama Ventures' latest
and most advanced recycled PET facility, join-
Ing a family of recycling plants across Europe,
the Americas, and Asia. Sanjay Ahuja, Execu-
tive President of Combined PET, indorama
Ventures, encouraged the public, "When you
enjoy a Coke In a PET bottle and ensure itis
cellected and sent to PETValue for recyding,
you play an active part in the sustainable fu-
ture of the Philippines. Through the PETValue
facility, every bottle will have a new life”

Supporting recycling and collection:
Empowering MSMEs and the solid waste
management sector

Cocz-Cola Phillppines uses every oppor-
tunity to bring positive change to individuals
and small businesses such as sari-sari stores,
waste callectors, and junk shops, with the be-
lief that much mere can be achieved through
partnerships—whether with the private sec-
tor, government units, or chvil soclety.

The company has partnered with TESDA
to create TESDA-certified skills training pro-
grams that wil help develop the compe-
tencies of workers in the waste sector, The
Naticnal Solid Waste Management Train-
ing Program for a World Without Waste
(NSWMTP-WWW) Is curently being piloted in

Department of Natural Resources (DENR)
Seastary  Ma. Antonia  Yulo-Loyzaga
emphasized the significance of businesses
investing in building resilient communities
and conserving natural resources, moting
that envirenmental investments with sodal
impact are truly important to DENR,

the municipal government of Angono, Rizal,
which has committed the full participation of
all Its 10 barangays.

The company's program with Plastic Bank
has enabled the collection and recycling of
almost 13.7M PET plastic bottles in Cavite.
Informal waste collectors were also given
aceess 1o training, tools, and equipment for
efficlent waste collection and a <ource of
fivelihood and were connected to Materials
Recovery Facilities and junk shops that buy
thelr collections to ensure the sustainability
of the program.

As of Seprember 2022, The Compaiy has
established over 800 collection peints for
used PET botles nationwide, These cull :ction
points help promate the segregation ar d col-
lection of used PET bottles for recycling

With programs like Tapon to lpon - Basta
Klare, Panalod, and Tindahan Extra Mile Balik
PET Bottle, Coca-Cola continues to yrow its
network and targets to activate a total of 2,200
collection hubs nationwide. MSMEs fur ction
as traditional rade cutlets where com  unity
members can drop off used, clear PET lastic
bottles and get incentives in return. The' also
earn additional income from selling cull cted
PET plastic bottles directly to waste ma age-
ment companies and recyclers,

Promoting sustainable
packaging solutions

Sustainable packaging remains a ¢ Jcial
objective for Cocalola. The company an-
nounced the addition of key brands ( oca-
Cola Orlginal Taste and Wilkins Pure t¢ 130%
recycled PET plastic packaging (exclufing
c2ps and labels) by 2023, expanding s ine-
up of products in recycled plastic pacl:a jing
In the Philippines. In 2019, the compariy was
the first ta launch 100% recycled PET olistic
for its Viva! bottles and shifted its Sprite 50 Jml
to 100% recydled PET plastic. Meanwhils, | 0%
of its products in the Philippines are stil it re-
turnable glass botties,

Coca-Cola also continues to redesigr its
PET plastic packaging by light weighiing
products to reduce the oyerall impact o' Its
carbon footprint in the Philippines,

Senptor (ynthia Villar, Chaimperson of
thel Senate Committee on Environment
and| Natural Resources, highlighted the
importance of the collaboration between

ate industries, local govemments, and
il saetyin reducing the generation of non-
emironmentfriencly packagng, improving
the | recydability or reusability of plastic
packaging wastes, a5 well a5 promoting
effident waste recovery programs aimed at
preventing plastic waste from leaking into
the énvironment.

| Collaborating and cooperating

to create a circular economy
Qoca-Cola's efforts towards 2 clreular
econpmy have demonstrated that positive
impact can be made through the power of
partriesship—whether it's connecting NGOs
and the private sector with communities or
empgwering them through various resources
and Business opportunities.

The Company, together with Coca-Cola

tion Philippines, The Coca-Cola Foun-
dation in Atanta, private sector partners, and
] NGOs, has Implemented programs
that have collected over 119,000 kilos of
and empowered over 680 waste pick-

ers nationwide,

*Bringing together communities and unit-
ing them towards a common pursuit is a cru-
clal step in our sustainability journey, Cedile

ra, President of Coca-Cola Founda-
tion Philippines, Inc, shared. "Aligned with
the cdmpany's commitment to providing a
betterishared future for people, communi-
ties, and the planet, we ensure that we sup-
port a tircular economy, We hope that we can
Inspire more people to come together to help
drive sistained progress and impact”

Cota-Cola books forward 1o partnering.
with more like-minded organizations and
communities to make its vision of a World
Without Waste a reality—supporting and in-
tegrating a circular economy in packaging,
where jobs are created and livel hoods are
supportad.

To learn more about Coca-Cola
.

ppines’ World Without Waste road-
map, visitcoca-cola.comph.



STRATEGIC

COMMUNICATION
AND

INITIATIVES
SERVICE

PAGE

Jawarski L. Ab

[

o

IMPORTANT FIND A team from the Department of Environment and N
boost effarts to protect the endangered bird, —enoros countesy oF DEN R-DAVAD REGION
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By Germelina
‘@IngNational

DAVAO CITY—Environment

e
e, S

| officials here have confirmed

the sighting of the Philippine
Eagle (Pithecophaga jeffreyi) in
the wild of Maragusan town in
Davao de Oro province, an event
that will likely boost their push
for the inclusion of Mt. Candala-
gd mountain range in the list of
protected areas in the region.

. According to a statement
released by the Department of
Environment and Natural Re-
sources (DENR), Regional Di-
rector Bagani Fidel Evasco him-
self saw the Philippine Eagle at
10:55 a.m. on Oct. 12 perched on
a ftree in the forest canopy of
Mt. Candalaga range.

The Philippine Eagle, one
of the largest and most power-
ful among forest raptors, has
already been listed as critically
“endangered by the International
Union for Conservation of Na-

| ture with an estimated number
| of only 400 pairs left in the wild.

The raptor was seen at an
elevation of approximately 1,200
meters above sea level, accord-
ing to the DENR regional team,
which went to Mt. Candalaga
after the sighting was reported
earlier in the month by environ-

+ ment personnel from the prov-

ince and the town of Monkayo.
“The group witnessed the
majestic bird of prey hover-
ing in the forest canopy of Mt.
Candalaga range and was also
'sighted perching on a forest
tree,” the DENR statement said.

Flora, fauna
Evasco, who is eyeing to in-
clude the 2,200-m mountain in the
protected areas in the region, also
led the five-day reconnaissance
climb to the mountain on April
30 last year to inventory the flora
and fauna thriving in the areg.

——_ Among the ﬂ_(_Jra_they found

Wi ? A
PREEL L T

Mt. Candaliga, ln-ilmp-m

T AR

rtant sighting that is expected to

W3

was tae enddmic pitcher plant
Neperthes nebularum and an
unknewn Nepenthes under the
N. alata group which could be
new o science, according to the
DENR team. They also spotted
a mistletoe plant under the ged
nus Amylotheca first found om.
Mt. Famiguitdn. It has yet to be
published as a new species in
Mindanao and the first record
of the genus in the Philippines.

Tle endl{ngered Raffiesia
mira, one of the largest flowers
in the world, was first discov-
ered on Mt. dalaga in 2005
althouzh the  flower was not
sighte«| during the climb.

iy |

Still pristine

Fauna species that were doe-
umented include three species of
beetles which ‘were potentially
new to science, an endangered
Philipjp ne Wi Pig, and frogs
that included Ansonia mueller,
Leptornantis  bimaculatus and
Limnonactes magnus indicating
that the upper slopes of Mt. Can-
dalaga 1emained pristine.

The DENR described the
trail to Mt. Candalaga as “highly
technizil and steep,” hence, the
departnient encouraged the lo-
cal government of Maragusan to
closely inonitor|and regulate the
entry n° V'isitoﬁ's ta the moun-

“tain and ensure-ithat porters and
guides ‘were well equipped in
wildemess search and rescue.
The designated campsites in the
area, however, are already well
establishied and have access to
potable ‘water sources. A

According tcl; the DENR, pro-
tected ineasare a key part in the
nationsl and local responses to
climate i’hange and other envi-
ronmentil challenges. Bt be

fore it could be included in the
National Integrated Protected

Areas Syitem, the DENR said

Mt. Candalaga has to be identi-

ﬁed'ﬁrsf'as atarget for Protece
Area S[Htat-lﬂt_y_A_.S yessment. g

=y e £
T e
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Narrow focus on GDP fueling

AJOR biodiversity loss-
. es in the past few years
are “by-products” of the

worlds economic growth, accord-

1ng to an expert from the Asian
Development Bank (ADB).

In an Asian Development Blog,
Francesco Ricciardi, a Senior En-
vironment Specialist, Sustainable
Development and Climate Change
Department at the Manila-based
multllateraldevelopmentbank said
movmg,awayfmmusmgGDPasthe
mainyardstick for economicgrowth
could help reverse this trend.

- Ricciardi said the increased
polluting emissions in water, air

and soil, land-use change climate
change and the spread of invasive

species are considered the major

‘drivers of biodiversity loss.

“Economic growth is needed to

b10d1vers1ty losses

overcome poverty and achieve pros-
perity targets. That same growth is
responsible for potentially irrepa-
rable damage to biodiversity and
to the ‘ecosystem services’ [such as
pollination for crops, or pest control
forexamplelitprovidestohumanity.
These are indispensable ingredients
foreconomicgrowth,” Ricciardisaid.
“There is no complete solution
to this dilemma. The right pathway
may be rethinking our global socio-
economic model, and this will take
time; effort, and sacrifice;” headded.
The ADB expert said if business
as usual happens and no interven-
tions are made, the global economy
may continue to grow but only up
to a “tipping point” which will force
biodiversity to collapse. If the planet
dies, he stressed, there will be no
economy to speak of. -

_~“As we are witnessing
daily, the: climate and biodiversity

almost

crises ar2 inextricably linked and

affectall of us, e
vulnerakble. Ther

pecially the most
isno time left to

debatev/iethersavingour planetis
too expzasive, IODE to keep promot-

ing socin 2cono
clearly nc tworkis

Some urjent

gentsteps inther:
includes rzthinki

~economic growth

ic models that are
ng,” Ricciardisaid.

ps
RICCIAR DI said tt

re are a few ur-
htdirection. This
ghow wealth and
are measured,

He szid econamists and media

indices of wealth,

professionalsshotild promote other.

including natural

and socia capital to not only focus

on GDP zrowth.

Some of these are the
~ GDP, the .duman

Green
evelopment In-

dex (HDI), the Index of Sustainable
Economic Welfare (ISEW) and the
Genuine Progress Indicator (GPI).

“There is a general global con-

sensus that focusing on GDPis not

adequate to bring the world out of

the climate and biodiversity crisis,
butthisindexisstillmainstreamed
inpressarticles, political promises,
and non-specialist public percep-
tion,” the expert said.

Ricciardisaid thereisalsoaneed
to take into account the impact of
growth on biodiversity and intro-
duce taxation and subsidies for the
environment.

There is also a need, the ADB
expert said, increasing protected
areas and making nature-positive

investmentsasameansto 1mprove ;
acountryorregion’snaturalcapital.

Cai U. Ordinario

EDITORIAL CARTOON
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Quirino residents
receive land titles

CABARROGUIS, Quirino: More than a
hundred land titles were awarded
to residents in Nagtipunan town
this month under the Handog
Titulo Program of the Department
of Environment and Natural Re-
sources (DENR).

The provincial environment and
natural resources (PENR) office
here said the distributed land titles
covered 119.98 hectares occupied
by landowners in Landingan, San
Ramos, San Pugo and Anak.

The landowners secured their
land titles through the assistance
of Nagtipunan Mayor Noel Lim
and the DENR Region 2 office led
by Executive Director Gwendolyn
Bambalan. '

Lim has pledged to support the
programs of the DENR on im-
proved land administration and
management and securing land

titles for land occupants who have

'been occupying their lands for a
gme

| the assistance of DENR,

we }éqk forward to having zero

unclaimed titles at the Registry of

Deeds in the province in the com-
ing days,” the mayor said.

Lim also assured his constituents
that he is going to shoulder the
registration fees of those who.are
planning toapply for residential free
patents on the land they have been
occupying for a long time.

PENR officer Mariam Frances
Malana of Quirino province said
they will also continue to con-
duct information, education and
communication on acquiring
titles for agricultural, residential,

including government lots in the

province.

Meanwhile, Malana thanked the
local government of Nagtipunan
for partnering with the PENR of-

 fice in providing secured property

rights to every landowner in the
municipality.

“This can be done as long as
there is strong collaboration be-
tween the DENR and the LGU will
even expedite the processing and
issuance of patents to qualified
beneficiaries,” she added.

LEANDER C. DOMINGO
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BITAOG TREE FOR FIRST LADY — Property giant Megaworld, represented by Alliance Global Group CEO Kevin Andrew Tan (right), plants
a Bitaog tree in honor of First Lady Louise Araneta-Marcos (second from left) at the 34-hectare The Upper iz st township in Bacolod
City on Sunday, Oct. 23, 2022. The native tree is revered for its strength, beauty, and fragrant flowers and usually acts asa natural
barrier on coastal areas because of its ability to withstand typhoons and other calamities. Joining the tree-planting ceremony is
the youngest presidential son William Vincent Araneta Marcos (left).
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WASHINGTON—Plastic
recycling rates are declining
even as production shoots up,
according to a Greenpeace
USA report out on Monday
that blasted industry claims
of creating an efficient, circu-
lar economy as “fiction.”

_ Titled “Circular Claims
Fall Flat Again,” the study
found that of 51 million tons
of plastic waste generated by
US households in 2021, only
2.4 million tons (5 percent)
were recycled. R

After peaking in 2014 at 10
percent, the trend has been
decreasing, especially since
China stopped accepting the
West'’s plastic waste in 2018,

Production of nonrecy-
cled plastic meanwhile is rap-
idly rising

“Industry groups and
big corporations have been
pushing for recycling as a
solution,” Greenpeace USA
campaigner Lisa Ramsden

told Agence France-Presse

(AFP).
“By doing that, they have

 shirked all responsibility” for

ensuring that recycling ac-
tually works, she added. She
named Coca-Cola, PepsiCo,
Unilever and Nestle as prime
offenders. '

According to Greenpeace
USA’s survey, only two types
of plastic are widely accept-
ed at the nation’s 375 materi-
al recovery facilities,

The first is polyethylene
terephthalate, which is com-
monly used in water and soda
bottles; and the second is high
density polyethylene, seen in
milk jugs, shampoo bottles and
cleaning product containers.

But being recyclable in
theory doesn’t mean prod-
ucts are being recycled in

| practice, —arp
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" Plastic recycling remains
a ‘myth’ — Greenpeace study

By ISSAM AHMED

ashington, United

States (AFP) — Plas-

tic recycling rates are

declining even as pro-
duction shoots up, according to a
Greenpeace USA report out Mon-
day that blasted industry claims
of creating an efficient, circular
economy as “fiction.”

Titled “Circular Claims Fall Flat
Again,” the study found that of 51
million tons of plastic waste gen-
erated by US households in 2021,
only 2.4 million tons were recycled,
or around five percent.

After peaking in 2014 at 10 per-
cent, the trend has been decreas-
ing, especially since China stopped
accepting the West's plastic waste
in 2018.

Virgin production - of non-
recycled plastic, that is — mean-
while is rapidly rising as the
petrochemical industry expands,
lowering costs.

“Industry groups and big cor-
porations have been pushing for
recycling as a solution,” Green-
peace USA campaigner Lisa Rams-
den told AFP.

“By doing that, they have
shirked all responsibility” for
ensuring that recycling actually
works, she added.

According to Greenpeace USA’s
survey, only two types of plastic
are widely accepted at the nation’s
375 material recovery facilities.

The first is polyethylene tere-
phthalate (PET), which is com-
monly used in water and soda
bottles; and the second is high
density polyethylene (HDPE), seen
in milk jugs, shampoo bottles and
cleaning product containers.

These are numbered “1” and
“2" according to a standardized
system in which there are seven
plastic types.

But being recyclable in theory
doesn’t mean products are being
recycled in practice.

The report found that PET and
HDPE products had actual repro-
cessing rates of 20.9 percent and
10.3 percent, respectively — both
down slightly from Greenpeace
USA's last survey in 2020.

Plastic types “3” through “7”

- including children's toys, plastic
bags, produce wrappings, yogurt
and mf;ggrine tubs, coffee cups
and to-go food containers — were
reprocessed at rates of less than
five percent.

A GREENPEACE USA study found that of 51 million tons of plaitic waste generated by US
households in 2021, only 2.4 million tons was recycled, around five percent. (AFP)

Despite often carrying the
recycling symbol on their labels,
products that use plastic types
“3”" through “7” fail to meet the
Federal Trade Commission clas-
sification of recyclable.

This is because recycling facili-
ties for these types aren't available
to a "substantial majority" of the
population, defined as 60 percent,
and because the collected products
are not being used in the manufac-
turing or assembly of new items.

According to the report, there
were five main reasons why plastic
recycling is a "failed concept."

Economically unfeasible

First, plastic waste is generated
in vast quantities and is extremely
difficult to collect — as becomes
clear during what the report called
ineffective "volunteer cleanup
stunts” funded by nonprofits such
as “Keep America Beautiful.”

Second, even if it were all col-
lected, mixed plastic waste cannot
be recycled together, and it would
be “functionally impossible to sort
the trillions of pieces of consumer
plastic waste produced each year,”
the report said.

Third, the recycling process
itself is environmentally harm-
ful, exposing workers to toxic
chemicals and itself generating
microplastics.

Fourth, r:cycled|plastic carries
toxicity risl through contamina-
tion with orher plastic types in
collection bins, preventing it from
becoming fnod—glade material

again.

Fifth and finally, the process
of recycling is proFibitively ex-
pensive.

“New plastic dirfctly competes
with recyclai plastic, and it's far
cheaper to produce|and of higher
quality,” sail the report.

Ramsder zalled on corporations
to support a (lobal Plastics Treaty,
which United Natipns members
agreed to create En February,
and move toward refill and reuse
strategies.

“This isn't actually a new con-
cept — it's how the milkman used
to be, it's how Coca-Cola used to
get its beverages to people. They
would drink their beverage, give
the glass botile back, and it would
be sanitized @ nd reused,” she said.

Some countries are leading the
way, includiag India, which re-
cently bannec 19 single-use plastic
items. Austriz has sef reuse targets
of 25 percent by 2025 and at least
30 percent by 2030|for beverage
packaging, while Portugal has also
set the 30 percent by 2030 goal.

Chile is moving to phase out
single-use cuilery and mandatin g

refillable bottl=s, Jx '

EDITORIAL CARTOON
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Hinatuan Nhnlng brlngs ar
jobs’to commu

E weavers in Sitio Cam-

. pandan in the island of Hi-

natuan have been contracted by
Hinatuan Mining Corp. (HMC),
a subsidiary of Nickel Asia Corp.

(NAC), to produce 5,000 seed-

ling pots made of “pandan dagat”

(pandanus tectorius), which they
call “jobo pots,” in a per-contract
arrangement worth P25,000.
HMC engages the weavers as
part 'of the mining company’s

environmental, social and gov-

ernance (ESG) initiatives.
Rigena Perale, a 58-year old
resident of Sitio Campandan,
© understands the value the contract
contributes to HMC's goal of get-
ting rid of plastics, which become

STRATEGHC
COMMUNICATION
AND

Tresed See 53

seedling pots and augment the
income of the people in the island.
HMC is seriously adhering to
the global clamor of employing
ESG criteria in evaluatmg. measur-
ing and reportmg about the com-
pany’s impact on the environment
and governance.
.. “With all the dellberatlons
about climate change and busi-
ness sustainability, it has become
critical that our business moves are
intertwined with ESG concerns,

and engaging the communities is
a necessary aspect” says engineer |

Francis Aranes, resident mine
manager.

Arafies explains that it is the
whole process of sustainability for

The Wanila Times £ &
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nities

which HMC is aiming,. Right now,

40-percent of its seedling pots are

“jobo pots.” The big goal is to have
at least 80 percent before the end
of 2023.

. Jomer Tiamson, HMC environ-

mient man !ger, says it entails cost’
beiause a Tﬂastic seedling bag is’
25 centavos apiece while a “jobo
po:,” which the mining company
biays from weavers, costs the NAC:
subsidiary P5
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E Department of the Interior
andLocal Government (DILG)

vowed to accelerate the de-

partment’seffortstostrengthenba- -

rangays preparednessinresponding
to disasters and other emergencies
to avert loss of life and assets as the
Philippines tops the World Disaster
Risk Index 2022.

Responding to the call of Presi-

‘dent Ferdinand Marcos Jr., Inte-

rior and Local Government Secre-
tary Benjamin “Benhur” Abalos Jr.

Abalos said the DILG, as the Vice

Chairman for Disaster Prepared-
ness of the National Disaster Risk
Reduction and Management Coun-
cil (NDRRMC), seeks toequipbaran-
gayswith the necessary knowledge,
skills, and capacities tomanageand
reduce disaster risks to become di-
saster prepared and resilient Fili-
pino communities.

“The President has mstructed
me to assure each and every one
of you that this administration is
committed to ensuring that the
smallest yet one of the most impor-
tant units of government are fully
capacitated and responsive to the
needs of the people, especially in
theirdisasterresponse capabilities,”
the DILG chief said during the 2nd
Barangay Resilience Exchange 2022
(BRX2022) Digital Conference.

Organizedbythe CebuanaLhuillier
Foundation Inc. (CLED), the BRX2022

. banners the theme “Ang Handang Ba-

rangay, Mahusay!” that highlightsthe
significance of collaboration between
the government, private and multi-

_ sectoral organizations, and the com-

munityinsurvivingnatural disasters,
calamities and emergencies.

He said under the Marcos admin-
istration, one of the prioritieswas to
increase the preparedness of the ba-
rangayswhenitcomestoresponding
to disasters and other emergencies

“Isapoiyansaatingmgaprayoridad
—angmapataasangkahandaanngmga
barangay pagdating sa pagresponde sa
mgapanahonngsakunaatibapangmga
emergency [Thatis one of ourpriori-
ties—to increase the preparedness
of the barangays when it comes to
responding to times of disaster and
other emergencies],” he pointed out.

* Barangays' primary duties in di-
saster resilience include the estab-
lishment and operationalization of
the Barangay Risk Reduction Man-
agement Committees (BRRMC), the
development of barangay disaster
risk reduction and management
plans, and the allocation of funds
for disaster response and recovery.

To increase local government

~ BusinessMirror %] 2
DILG vows to further strengthen
barangay disaster preparedness

unit (LGU) capacity, Abalos said
the department will persist in the
implementation of Operation LISTO,
its flagship disaster preparedness

-advocacy program cascaded to the

barangay level through the Listo si
Kapl, achecklist of pro-activeactions
taken as preparatory and necessary
measures based on the manual of
higher LGUs and the disaster pre-
paredness minimum standards.

Healso said the DILG is conduct-
ing several assessment activities
to gauge the performance of local
government units, including the ba-
rangays, in Disaster Rigk Reduceion
and Management-Climate Ch:
Adaptation (DRRM-CCA) in :lﬁi
to ensure that gaps are addressed
and good practices are replicated.

“For the barangays, there is an
ongoing development to assess the
functionality of BDRRMCs and the
initial stage of the implementation
of the Sealof Good Local Governance
forbarangays whichlooksinto disas-
ter risk reduction and management
as one of its core areas,” he said.

The DILG Secretary also said
the Department’s National Baran-
gay Operations Office (NBOO) and
other bureaus and offices contirnue
to work hand-in-hand to enable
access to finance and ensure that
barangays, even being the small-
est LGU, are given a big share of the
department’s projects, programs
and activities (PPAs) for the local
government sector.

“Inatasan na rin natin ang Bureau
of Fire Protection (BFP) upang tu-
mulong sa training ng mga barangay
officials upangmapataas angkanilang
kapasidad [We havealsoassigned the
Bureau of Fire Protection to assist
in training barangay officials to in-
crease their capacity],” he added..

* The World Risk Index is an annual
report that calculates disaster risk
for 193 countries covering vulner-
ability from earthquakes, hurricanes/
typhoons, floods (both coastal and
riverine), drought, sea-level rise, tsu-
namis, and conflict. It dates back to
2011 and is published by the Biindnis
EntwicklungHilftandtheInstitutefor
International Lawof Peaceand Armed
Conflict at Ruhr University Bochum.

Meanwhile, Abalos highlighted
the crucialrole the barangays played
in epitomizing the resilience of Fili-
pinos during the height of the Co-
vid-19 pandemic when they became
the first line of defense in the com-
munitiesagainstthevirusandhadto
serve theirconstituentsand address
the situation with their available re-
sources and manpower. GlenJacob Jose
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Me tro Pacific boosts Iwehhood opportunities of ﬁsherfelk
in elghi Muntlnlupa barangays by prowdmg ﬁshlng boats

ETRO Pacific Imrestments
MCorpoﬂtum - (MPIC),
the  country’s leading

frastru pivestments  firm,
m]_:iorted, the helihood of around

1‘0 members o the City Fisheries

.uatu: Resource Management Council

""" FARMC) by  providing ﬁshmg
be )ats or bancas tp e:l.gbt barangays in
‘luntmluba

In a | ceremcrial turnover last
October 1t MPIC ogether with Huawei
Philippines, Mayriilad Water Services
‘nc. (Maynilad), the Laguna Lake
Dey elopmént Authority (LLDA), and

> City Governnient of Muntinlupa,
en tmsted|ezght tancas to barangays
sucat, Buli, Alabang, Cupang, Bayanan,
Putatan, |(Poblacion, and Tunasan.
Viaynilad also turied over three solar
paddle wheels aerz tor water treatment
system thbt improves the quality of

water in rivers andl lakes, to the Cltys G

| ake Management C)ffice.

Beyon: uuhzm the boats to bolster
the ave]:hdods of tnese fisherfolk, they
will like be usikl to conduct clean-
%mremx Laguna Lake, aligned with
MPIC, Maynilad, :nd LLDA’s Laguna
de Bay are /yrareness advocacy

LAWA) of protectx 13 Laguna de Bay:

‘Fishing is one cf the oldest, most
basic, -and |most irportant forms of
ihood. We sec it as an integral
part of OLI company's mission to
.::" ft ﬁshgrfolk ommunities, who
1elp supply our cozimunities and our
o wntrym adequate food,” says MPIC
Chairman, President, and CEO Manuel

V.P mgi]jn

The mwnlﬁmaﬂve
UNDER bay Kzlikasan, one of
the Groupls six Ciabay Advocacies
for a Sustainable 2hilippines, LAWA
highlights
Lake plays [w'lth respect to the social
and economic development of the
region. It consolikites the group’s
efforts to |promote awareness and
-stablish vatious programs in line with
LLDA’s mandate to ‘transform Laguna
Lake into a vibrant: economic zone
showcasing ecotourism by addressing
the negative imp:ct of watershed
destruction,| land conversion and
pollution™ |

ave

Suppert#lg this dmacﬁvn entmls W

e critical role that Laguna

provldmg the needed support to “the

‘communities surrounding Laguna Lake,
~most of whom rely heavily on fishing as

their primary source of livelihood and
income. With their dependence on the lake

comes the uﬁavoﬁabie effects on the area’s
_fﬁnatural resources.

“MPIC’s donatlc;@ of bancas not only

~enables our community folk to sustain

their existing livelihoods, but also enforces

a sense of responsibility to care for the
Lake that they depend on daily,” says
Muntinlupa City Mayor. Rozzano Rufino

“Ruffy” Biazon. :
Given the importance of the lake to

Metro Manila’s ecosystem, MPIC, LLDA,
~ and its partners, recognized the need for
collaborative efforts between the public
~and private sectors for the sustainable

development of the Laguna Lake for the
benefit of present and future generations.
Ourunwavenn commitment tobuild

~ amoreresilient and sustainable future for -
" our people and our planet is the driving
says MPIC
Chief Finance, Risk, and Sustainability

force behind our efforts,”

Officer Chaye Cabal-Revilla. “We will

“be relentless in our pursuit to protect
*Laguna de Bayr to sustain ourpresent and

FROM LEFT Munhnlupa (|ty Lake Management Ofﬁce Depaftmen Manag
Captain Hon. Ronaldo Loresca, Muntinlupa City Mayor Hon. Rozzano Rufino “Ruffy” Biazon, LAWA and Gabay
Kalikasan Ambassador Dominic Roque, MPIC Chief Finance, Risk, and Sustainability Officer Chaye Cabal-Revilla,
- Huawei Philippines Senior PR Manager _and Program Lead Kame Buenafe, Laguna Lake Development Authority

. harge Jaime
Resources Management Council Chairman Lauro Protacio.

future generations.”

Initial priority areas to be addressed
by the LAWA initiative include the
communication, education, and public
awareness; promotion of wastewater

' management systems to help address the

lake’s algal bloom problem; organization
of clean-up drives for the tributaries;
livelihood support and development; and
the establishment of programs to hamper
the proliferation of water hyacinths, the

. most damaging aquatic plant worldwide,

currently - covering approximately - 20
percent of Laguna de Bay.

The livelihood support program under
the LAWA initiative emphasizes MPIC’s

role as the largest catalyst for a Sustainable

Philippines, aimed to improve the lives in
the country through providing essential

_services and mobilizing advocacies that

uplift the quality of life of all Filipinos.
This is also aligned with MPIC'’s efforts
to contribute to the United Nations

~ Sustainable Developmmt Goals (SDG),

particularly SDG 6 Clean Water and
Sanitation, 8 Decent Work and Economic
Growth, 11 Sustamable Cities and
Communities, 13 Climate Actnon 14 Life

Below Water, and 15 Llfe on Land

. il Herminio dela Cruz, Buli Barangay

de Bay ln&gmted Fishﬁries Aquatic
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On the ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT ASSESSMENT (EIA) REPORT of the proposed
800 MW Belisama Pumped-Storage Project of Belisama Hydropower Corporation
located in Barangays Mabato-Azufre and Dambo, Municipality of Pangil, Barangays
Dorado, Banilan and Kabulusan, Municipality of Pakil, Province of Laguna.

Notice is hereby given to all parties who wish to give their opinion regarding the
implementation of the proposed 800 MW Belisama Pumped-Storage Pro]eqt to
attend Public Hearing that is scheduled as follows:

Date i Time Venue

4 9:30 AM [
e August Inn Resort and Events
09 November 2022 o It 1
R ion starts at 9:00AM) Piace, Siniloan, Laguna

This Public Hearing is being conducted in connection with the Belisama Hydropower
Corporation application for Environmental Compliance Certificate (ECC). The
Environmental Impact Study (EIS) of the aforementioned project is being reviewed:
by the Environmental Management Bureau (EMB) of the Department of Environment
and Natural Resources (DENR)

The following is the project infnrmation:

. ] Ndpaity of Panﬂl. ‘T2
rovinoe of Laguna Barangays Dorado Banilan and Kabulusaa
lunicipality "-'- Provinge of Laguna -
- = : :

'!._

I 313 500 n12
| km i
J faclllty as a renewable energy resource
’ lssm bawpow supply and contribute to energy security
: in the country. In addition, the Project is consistent with the strategy
. |directions mmpme Development Plan and the Power
N Developme h

] o attend or parﬁmpate in this Publlc Hearing sh@uld
pr#arably confirm their aupndsnoef participation and may give their opinion(s %
concise position paper submitted to the ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT ASSESS T
AND MANAGEMENT DIVISION (EIAMD) of this Office through email or gia@emb.
gov.ph, three (3) days before the Public Hearing schedule. Those who will not be
able to register or submit written positions may be given the opporlunity to share
their issues on the day of the hearing itself. i
The project's EIS and Executive Summary for the Public are downloadable at our
website: www.eia.emb.gov.ph (kindly access the Notice of Public Hearing/Consuitation
link found in our webstte) while copies will be available In the following offices:

EMB CALABARZON Pskll_ Municipal Hall o
6th Floor 1515 DENR By the Bay Bldg TBR2, Pakil, Laguna v
Roxas Blvd. Ermita, Manila ; i

PENRO Rizal Pangil Municipal Hall '
Don Hilario Cruz Ave., Broy San Juen Brgy. San Jose, Pangil, Laguna |
Taytay Rizal - Tt

- For more details, please contacl the EIAM Division at this Office at taiaphouo{
numbers (02) 8539 4378 local 116 and look for the project case handler Engr. Joe
G. Polintan or at this email: oel_polintan@emb.gov.ph.
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