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Coca-Cola Philippines: Driving progr~~~ssowar s
packaging circularity in the PH
Manila, Philippines - On

October 14, 2022, Coca-
Cola Philippines shared the

4-year progress of its World Without
Waste goals-the company's global
sustainable packaging initiative
to support a circular e<onomy and
eliminate waste with the continual
use of packaging as a valuable
resource.

The comp.1ny'sprogress highlighted In the
announcement includes:
• 100%operation. ISt.1tusof the country's

first-o!-Its-kind rec)'ding f.cillty PETValue
Philippines where clear plastic bottles-re-
gardless of brand- are collected and given.
a new lifeat PETVaiutPhilippines. .
•Transhion select Coca-ColaOriginalTaste

and WilkinsPure p.1ckagingto t00% recycled
PETplastic (rPETJp.1ckaging(excluding caps
and labels); .
• The \1mp.1ctof partoershlps - driving col-

le«ive ~ction towam a drcular economy for
plastic, ,nd establishing over 800 collection
points lor ~sed PETplastic bottles nation-·
Wlde.
"AtCoca-Cola,we continue to be guided by

our purpose of refreshing the world and I!"k-
Ing a difference through loved brands that
are produced sustainably for.a bener-5hated
future," said Tony del Rosario, President of
Coca-ColaPhiipplnes and 'I1cePresident for
the East Franchise Operations of Coca<ola
ASEANand South Pacific.'Since we started
our WorldWithcutWaste joumey in 1018,Wt

have recognized the Importance of p.1rtner-
ship an<lcollecttve action. Togethtt, we are
making pood progress in accelerating the
transttlo~ to a circular economy for our p.1ck-
aging in te Philippine~with much more still
to do." I

Pioneering recycling fadlity
In PHnow 109% fullyop ••• tional

PETValuePhllipplnes-a worId-dass bot-
tle-to-bottle recY<lIngfacilityu~ng advanced
recyClinglechnologies-is now 100%opera-
tional in Goneral Irias, Cavite. PETValuehas
a projected c'p.1dly of proces~ng approxi-
mately 2B pieces of used dear PETplastic
bottles, and the recycled PETresin produced
willbe used for Coca-Coiabrands in recycled
PETplastic p.1ckaging-thus situating itself
as a significantcontributor to a circularecon-
omy in the country and creating more job op-
pOrtunities for Filipinos.
"Weare extremely Ploud of PETValuePhIl-

ippines and our partneBllip with Indorama
Venture~ whose global expertise in recyclng
and green technologies will prove to be an
.sset to the PhlOppines' collective goals for
sustainabillty; said Gareth McGeown. PrIS~
dent and ~EO01CCBpt.'Sultainabilily is at
the heart of who we are as a comp.ny, as
proven bymore than a century 01Coca-CoIa's

•
••

t!!dJ,.......
world
without

(from left) Saajay AI1uja,ExecutiYIPlI!sidtnt. Global PETBus nlss and Recydlng, Indorama Ventures: Gareth McGeown,President andm,(oa-
ColaBt'(mgtS PhDlpplnes. Inc.;StnatorCJIIIhIa Villar,Chairperson, Senate Committee on Enrironment and Natural ResourCES;Mi.Antoni IYul~ .
lopaga, DENRSeam" and; Jonah De LumlIl'Ptmla. Dire<to~Phllippiles FraiKlllse,(oca-(ola ASEAN& South Pacifictoclayctlebratld tRlng
partnersllipsmade by (oca'(oIa Philippilll5 in the company's joumeytowards anting aWorldWithout Waste.

e,lstenceln the Phmppines.And It Isthrough
Innovations like PETValueand strtngthened
sunalnable practices that we will be here for
another 100years, serving Filipinocommuni-
ties.'
Asthe wcrld'.largesl producer of recycl!d

resin used In plastic beverage bontes, PET-
ValuePhUlpplnesIs IndoramaVentures' latest
and most advanced recycledPETfiKillly,JoIn-
Ing a familyof recyclingpiantsacross Europe.
the Americas,and Asi•. SlnJay Ahuja, execu-
tive President of Combined PET,Indorama
Venlures, encouraged the public, 'When you
enjoy a Coke In a PETbottle and ensure lt Is
collected and sent to PETValuefor recycling,
you play .n active p.1rtIn the sustainable fu.
ture of the PhHipplnes.Through the PETV.lue
f"IIlly, every bottle willhave a new life~

Departmenl of Natural Resources (DENR)
Seam" Ma. Anlonla Yul~lopaga
ernphuiztd the siglmeanee of businesses
investing in building resilient cOlllf1lunities
and consermg natural resou((e~ noting
that environmental investments with sodal
inpa<t II't tru~ importantto DENR.

SuppOrtIng rKYClingand collection:
EmpooMring MSMEJ.nd thl solid Wlste

managem.nt se<tor
Coca<Ola Phlllpplne1 uses every oppor-

lunily to bring positive change to Individuals
and'small businesses such IS sarkari stores.
waste collectors, andjlJ1kshop~ with the be-
liefthat much more can be achltved through
partnershlps-whether with the private sec-
tor, government lJ1it~or dvil society.
The company has partnered with TESDA

to aeate TESDA-Certifiedskllb training pro-
~ams that wOI h"p develop the compe"
terdes of workers In the waste sectOl.The
National Solid VlMte Management Train-
Ing Program for a World Without Waste
(NSWMTP-WWW)Iscurrently being pdoted In

-----

the munlclp.1lgovemment of Angono, R1zal,
which has committed the fullp.1rticip.1tionof
all tts 10 barangays.
The company'. program whh Plastic Bank

has enabled the colle«ion and recycling of
almost 117M PETplastic bottles in C.vlte.
Informal wa.te collectors were also given
access to training. tools, and equipment for
efficient waste collection and a source of
livelihood and were connected 10 Materials
Recovery Facilitiesand junk shops that buy
their collections to ensure the sustainability
of the program.

Asof September 2012, The }:om~~1'f has
established over 600 collection iX,lnIS for
used PETbottles nationwide.These Cl\",ction
points help promote the segregation ar d col-
lection of used PETbottles for recycling
With programs likeTapon to lpon - Basta

Klare,Panalo';and lindahan exira Mile Balik
PETBottle. Coca-(ola continues to !Inwits
network and targetsta activate a total of 2,200
collection hubl nationwide. MSMEsfur ction
as traditional trade outlets where CorrIT unily
members can drop oil used, clear PEr F lastle
bomes and get incentivesInreturn. TI,e I also
earn additional incomefrom selling c(ll\xted
PETplastic bottles directly to waste ITal age-
ment companies and recyclers.

Promoting .usulnabJe
packaging .olutions

Sustainable pad<aging remains a cr JClal
objective for Coca<ola. The eomp.1O) an-
nounced the addition of key brands ceca-
Cola OriginalTaste and WukinsPure tc, 1JO%
recycled PET plastic packaging (exclu jing
caps and labels) by 202l, eXp.1ndingliS Ine-
up of products in recycled plastic p.1d:~ling
in the Philippines. In1019, the compallYwas
the first to launch 100%recycled PET )1, .tic
for itsViva!bottles and shifted its Sprite 11I)ni
10100%recycledPETpfastic.Meanwhill!,: 0%
of Itsproducts In the Philippinesare stit i. re-
turnable glass bcmes,

Coca·Colaalso continues to redesi~r ilS
PET plastic p.1ckaging by light ~I hiIng
products to reduce the eyerall impact 0 Its
carbon footprint In the Philippines.

Collaboratlng.nd cooperatlng
to crutl. clreul.r teon.my
a<Ola's elforts towards a circular
y have demonstrated that positive
can be made through the power of
shlp-whelher ~'s connecting NGOs
private sector with communities or

wering them through v~riousresOllrces
uslness oppcrtunltiet
Comp.1ny, together with Coca-Col.

Feun alion Phllippmts, The Coca-(oIa Foun-
datio InAtlanta, private sector p.1rtners,and
lB p er NGOs.has Implemented programs
thai ave collected over 119.000 kios 01
wast and empower!d over 6BCwaste pick-
ers n onwIde.

"8 nging together communities and unit-
Ing t toward. a common purlU~ Isa cru-
cial st In our .ustalnabillty joume)'; Cecile
A1ca ra. PresIdent of Coca<ola founda-
tion n;ppln.~ Inc.. .hared "Aligned with
the mpanys comm~ment to providing a
better hared future for people, commun~
ties. a the' planer. we ens~ that we sup-
porta ·rcuiareconomy.Wel!opethatwecan
insplr more people to corne together to help
drive talned progress.nd ImpiCl"

C -(oIa looks forward to partnering.
with ore IiklHT\lnd!d organizations and
comm nitles to make its vision of a World
Witho Waste a reality-supporting and In-
tegrati g a circular economy in p.1ckaglng,
where bs are aNted and livelihoods are
sup ed.

Tolearn more about Coca-Cola
Ph ipplnes' WorldWithoutWaste road-

map, visit cccHoIa_com.ph.
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'S FOREST PROTECTION CAMPAIGN .:=@_In_q~N_a_tio_n_al _

PHILIPPINE EAGLESIGHTED
IN DAVAO DE ORO'S MT. CANDALAGA

DAVAO CITY-Environment
officials here have confirmed
the sighting of the Philippine
Eagle (Pithecophaga' jeffreyi) in
the wild of Maragusan town in
Davao de Oro province, an event
that will likely boost their push
for the inclusion of Mt. Candala-
ga mountain range in the list of
protected areas in the region.

According to a statement
released by the Department of
Environment and Natural Re-
sources (DENR), Regional Di-
rector Bagani Fidel Evasco him-
self saw the Philippine Eagle at
10:55 a.m. on Oct. 12perched on
a tree in the forest canopy of
Mt. Candalaga range.

The Philippine Eagle, one
of the largest and most power-
ful among forest raptors, has
already been listed as critically
endangered by the International
Union for Conservation of Na-
ture with an estimated number
of only 400 pairs left in the wild.

The raptor was seen at an
elevation of approximately 1,200
meters above sea level, accord-
ing to the DENR regional team,
which went to Mt. Candalaga
after the sighting was reported
earlier in the month by environ-
ment personnel from the prov-
ince and the town of Monkayo.

"The group witnessed the
majestic bird of prey hover-
ing in the forest canopy of Mt.
Candalaga range and was also
sighted perching on a forest
tree," the DENR statement said.

Flora,fauna
Evasco, who is eyeing to in-

clude the zsoo-m mountain in the
protected areas in the region, also
led the five-day reconnaissance
climb to the mountain on April
30 last year to inventory the flora
and fauna thriving in the area

---------_ Among the flora they found-- ---
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was t.ie end mic pitcher' p ant
Nepen thes n bularum and an
unkncwn Ne enthes under the
N. aluta grou which could be
new:o scienc ,according to the
DENR team. hey also spotted
a mistletoe p nt under the ge-
nus Ai'1lyloth a first found on
Mt. Ha.miguit n. It has yet to be
publisned as new species in
Mindanao an the first record
of the genus i the Philippines.

Th ~ end ngered Rafflesia
mira, one of t e largest flowers
in the world, was first discov-
ered o n Mt. C ndalaga in 2005
although the flower was ot
sighted durin the climb.

Stilliistine
Fauna spec es that were doc-

umented inclu e three species of
beetles which were potentially
new to scienc , an endangered
Philipp ne W Pig, and frogs
that included f\nsonia muelleri.
Leptormruis ~imaculatus and
Limno nzctes JgnUS indicating
that the upper lopes of Mt. Can-
dalaga Iemaine pristine.

The DEN described the
trail to .Mt.Can alaga as "highly
technical and seep," hence, the
department encouraged the lo-
cal gove rnment of Maragusan to
closely monitor and regulate the
entry I)' visito s to the moun-
tain and ensure that porters and
guides were well equipped in
wildenu ess se~h and rescue.
The designated ampsites in the
area, however, e already well
established and have access to
potable' water s urces.

According t the DENR, pro-
tected aJeas are key part in the
national and 10 al responses to
climate changa nd other envi-
ronmenu: challenges. But be
fore it could be cluded in the
National Integr ted Protected
Areas Sylitem, t e DENf? said
Mt. Candaraga ha to be identi-
fied first as a targe for Protected
Area Suitatility As essment.lNQ
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MAJOR biodiversity loss-
es in the past few years
are "by-products" of the

world's economic growth, accord-
ing to an expert from the Asian
Development Bank (ADB).

In an Asian Development Blog,
Francesco Ricciardi, a Senior En-
vironment Specialist, Sustainable
Development and Climate Change
Department at the Manila-based
multilateral development bank, said
moving awayfrom using GDPas the
main yardstick for economic growth
could help reverse this trend.

Ricciardi said the increased
polluting emissions in water, air
and soil, land-use change, climate
change and the spread of invasive
species are considered the major
drivers of biodiversity loss.

"Economic growth is needed to
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Narrow focus on GDP fueling;
biodiversity losses

overcome poverty and achieve pros-
perity targets. That same growtb is
responsible for potentially irrepa-
rable damage to biodiversity and
to the 'ecosystem services' [such as
pollination for crops, or pest control
forexample] it provides to humanity.
These are indispensable ingredients
for economicgrowth," Ricciardisaid.

"There is no complete solution
to this dilemma. The right pathway
may be rethinking our global socio-
economic model, and this will take
time; effort, and sacrifice,"he added.

The ADBexpert said if business
as usual happens and no interven-
tions are made, the global economy
may continue to grow but only up
to a "tipping point" which will force
biodiversity to collapse. If the planet
dies, he stressed, there will be no
economy to speak of.
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"As 'Ne are itnessing almost
daily, the climat and b odiversity
crises ar ~inext icably 1nked and
affect al of us, e pecially the most
vulnerable. The is no t me left to
debate whether saving 0 planet is
too exp ~nsive, or to ke. promot-
ing socio economic mod sthat are
clearlynctworki~g," Ricc ardi said.

Some urqent steps
RICCIAR)I said here a a fev ur-
gent steps in therightdir- tion. This
includes 11ethinking how « alth and
economic growth are measured.

He said econ mists ana media
professioi ials should pror-iote other
indices of wealth, includ gnat u al
and socia .capital to not mly focus
on GDP .~cowth.

Some of these are t e Green
GDP,the :;:umanpevelopmentln-

dex (HD I), the Index of Sustainable
Economic Welfare (ISEW) and the
Genuine Progress Indicator (GPI).

"There is a general global con-
sensus that focusing on GDPis not
adequate to bring the world out of
the climate and biodiversity crisis,
but this index is still mainstreamed
in press articles, political promises,
and non-specialist public percep-
tion," the expert said,

Ricciardi said there is also a need
to take into account the impact of
growth on biodiversity and intro-
duce taxation and subsidies for the
environment.

There is also a need, the ADB
expert said, increasing protected
areas and making nature-positive
investments as a means to improve
acountry orregion's natural capital. .

Cai U. Ordinario



STRATEGIC _iii.

~

0 0 0 0 0
COMMUNICATION ~~e)ianiia ~ime5 UPPER . PAGEl BANNER EDITORIAL CARTOON
AND ~2r STORY STORY

INITIATIVES PAGE LOWER

SERVICE -2~-22

TITLE: PAGE DATE

Quirino residents
receive land titles

(ABARROGUIS, Quirino: More than a
hundred land titles were awarded
to residents in Nagtipunan town
this month under the Handog
Titulo Program of the Department
of Environment and Natural Re-
sources (DENR).

The provincial environment and
natural resources (PENR) office
here said the distributed land titles
covered 119.98 hectares occupied
by landowners in Landingan, San
Ramos, San Pugo and Anak.

The landowners secured their
land titles through the assistance
of Nagtipunan Mayor Noel Lim
and the DENR Region 2 office led
by Executive Director Gwendolyn
Bambalan.

Lim has pledged to support the
programs of the DENR on im-
proved land administration and
management and securing land
titles for land occupants who have
been occupying their lands for a
longtime.

"With the assistance of DENR,
we look forward to having zero
unclaimed titles at the Registry of

Deeds in the province in the com-
ing days,• the mayor said.

Limalso assured his constituents
that he is going to shoulder the
registration fees of those who are
planning to apply for residential free
patents on the land they have been
occupying for a long time.

PENR officer Mariam Frances
Malana of Quirino province said
they will also continue to con-
duct information, education and
communication on acquiring
titles for agricultural, residential,
including government lots in the
province .
. Meanwhile, Malana thanked the

local government of Nagtipunan
for partnering with the PENR of-
fice in providing secured property
rights to every landowner in the
municipality.

"This can be done as long as
there is strong collaboration be-
tween the DENRand the LGUwill
even expedite the processing and
issuance of patents to qualified
beneficiaries, • she added.

LEANDER C. DOMINGO
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BITAOGTREEFORFIRSTLADY- Property giant Megaworld, represented by Alliance Global Group CEOKevin Andrew Tan (right), plants
a Bitaog tree in honor of First Lady Louise Araneta-Marcos (second from left) at the 34-hectare The Upper ust township in Bacolod
City on Su"nday,Oct..23, 2022. The native tree is revered for its strength, beauty, and fragrant flowers and ~mally acts as a natural
barrier 6n coastal areas because of its ability to withstand typhoons and other calamities. Joining the trae-plantln ceremony is
the youngest presidential son William Vincent Araneta Marcos (left).
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PHOTOGRAPH BY BOB DUNGO JR. FOF THE DAILY RIBUNE e ribu _bobBonding time Members of a family enjoy their time together watching boats and birds go by at the Manila Dolomite Beach n ar the US Embassyjust off Roxas Boulevard Monday mornin .
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GREENPEAIISTUDY
WASHINGTON-Plastic
recycling rates are declining
even as production shoots up,
according to a Greenpeace
USA report out on Monday
that blasted industry claims
of creating an efficient, circu-
lar economy as "fiction."

Titled "Circular Claims
Fall Flat Again," the study
found that of 51 million tons
of plastic waste generated by
US households in 2021, only
2-4 million tons (5 percent)
were recycled.

After peaking in 2014 at 10

percent, the trend has been
decreasing, especially since
China stopped accepting the
West's plastic waste in 2018.

Production of nonrecy-
cled plastic meanwhile is rap-
idly rising

"Industry groups and
big corporations have been
pushing for recycling as a
solution," Greenpeace USA
campaigner Lisa Ramsden
told Agence France-Presse
(AFP).

"By doing that, they have
shirked all responsibility" for
ensuring that recycling ac-
tually works, she added. She
named Coca-Cola, PepsiCo,
Unilever and Nestle as prime
offenders. I

According to Greenpeace
USA's survey, only two types
of plastic are widely accept-
ed at the nation's 375materi-
al recovery facilities.

The first is polyethylene
terephthalate, which is com-
monly used in water and soda
bottles; and the second is high
density polyethylene, seen in
milkjugs, shampoo bottles and
cleaning product containers.

But being' recyclable in
theory doesn't mean prod-
ucts are being recycled in
practice. -AFP
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Plastic recycling remains
a 'myth' Greenpeace study
By ISSAM AHMED

Washington, United
States (AFP) - Plas-
tic recycling rates are
declining even as pro-

duction shoots up, according to a
Greenpeace USA report out Mon-
day that blasted industry claims
of creating an efficient, circular
economy as "fiction."

Titled "Circular Claims Fall Flat
Again," the study found that of 51
million tons of plastic waste gen-
erated by US households in 2021,
only 2.4 million tons were recycled,
or around five percent.

After peaking in 2014 at 10 per-
cent, the trend has been decreas-
ing, especially since China stopped
accepting the West's plastic waste
in 2018.

Virgin production - of non-
recycled plastic, that is - mean-
while is rapidly rising as the
petrochemical industry expands,
lowering costs.

"Industry groups and big cor-
porations have been pushing for
recycling as a solution," Green-
peace USAcampaigner Lisa Rams-
den told AFP.

UBy doing that, they have
shirked all responsibility" for
ensuring that recycling actually
works, she added.

According to Greenpeace USA's
survey, only two types of plastic
are widely accepted at the nation's
375 material recovery facilities.

The first is polyethylene tere-
phthalate (PET), which is com-
monly used in water and soda
bottles; and the second is high
density polyethylene (HDPE), seen
in milk jugs, shampoo bottles and
cleaning product containers.

These are numbered "r" and
"2" according to a standardized
system in which there are seven
plastic types.

But being recyclable in theory
doesn't mean products are being
recycled in practice.

The report found that PET and
HDPE products had actual repro-
cessing rates of 20.9 percent and
10.3 percent, respectively - both
down slightly from Greenpeace
USA's last survey in 2020.

Plastic types u3" through u7"
- including children's toys, plastic
bags, produce wrappings, yogurt
and margarine tubs, coffee cups
and to-go food containers - were
reprocessed at rates of less than
five percent.

A GREENPEACE USA study found that of 51 million tons of plastle wast genera ed by US
households in 2021, only 2.4 million tons was recycled, around five per ent. (AFP)

Fourth, recycled plastic carries
toxicity risks throu h cont mina-
tion with other pl stic t pes in
collection bins, pre enting it from
becoming food-g ade material
again.

Fifth and finall , the process
of recycling is pro ibitively ex-
pensive.

"New plastic dir ctly competes
with recycled plast c, and it's far
cheaper to produce and of higher
quality," said the r port.

Ramsden called 0 corporations
to support a Global lastics Treaty,
which United Nati ns m mbers
agreed to create n February,

Economically unfeasible and move to' Nard r fill and reuse
First, plastic waste is generated strategies.

in vast quantities and is extremely "This isn't actua ly a ne con-
difficult to collect - as becomes cept - it's how the ilkman used
clear during what the report called to be, it's how Coc -Cola used to
ineffective "volunteer cleanup get its bever ages t people. They
stunts" funded by nonprofits such would drink their everage, give
as "Keep America Beautiful." the glass bottle bac , and i would

Second, even if it were all col- be sanitized and reu ed," she said.
lected, mixed plastic waste cannot Some countries a e lead ng the
be recycled together, and it would way, Including Ind a, WhICh re-
be "functionally impossible to sort cently bannec 19 sin le-use plastic
the trillions of pieces of consumer items. Austria. has se reuse argets
plastic waste produced each year," of 25 percent by 20 5 and at least
the report said. 30 percent bV 2030 for beverage

Third, the recycling process packaging, while Portugal has also
itself is environmentally harm- set the 30 percent b 2030 oal.
ful, exposing workers to toxic Chile is loving 0 pha e out
chemicals and itself generating single-use ct. :lery a d ma ating i
r.nicroplastics. _refillable bottlss.

~~-I

Despite often carrying the
recycling symbol on their labels,
products that use plastic types
u3" through u7" fail to meet the
Federal Trade Commission clas-
sification of recyclable.

This is because recycling facili-
ties for these types aren't available
to a "substantial majority" of the
population, defined as 60 percent,
and because the collected products
are not being used in the manufac-
turing or assembly of new items.

According to the report, there
were five main reasons why plastic
recycling is a "failed concept."
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THE weavers in Sitio Cam-
pandan in the island of Hi-

natuan have been contracted by
Hinatuan Mining Corp. (HMC),
a subsidiary of Nickel Asia Corp.
(NAC) , to produce 5,000 seed-
ling pots made of "pandan dagat"
(pandanus tectorius), which they
call "jobo pots, /I in a per-contract
arrangement worth P25,000.
HMC engages the weavers as
part of the mining company's
environmental, social and gov-
ernance (ESG) initiatives.

Rigena Perale, a 58-year old
resident" of Sitio Campandan,
understands the value the contract
contributes to HMC's goal of get-
ting rid of plastics, which become

••• [1[J
~~tlflanila ~imts .~,

seedling pots and augment the
income of the people in the island.

HMC is seriously adhering to
the global clamor of employing .
ESGcriteria in evaluating, measur-
ing and reporting about the com-
pany's impact on the environment
and governance. .

"With all the deliberations
about climate change and busi-
ness sustainability, it has become
critical that our business moves are
intertwined with ESG concerns,
and engaging the communities is
a necessary aspect" says engineer
Francis Arafies, resident mine
manager.

Arafies explains that it is the
whole process of sustainability for
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which HMC is aiming. Right now,
40-percent of its seedling pots are
"jobo pots." The big goal is to have
at least 80 percent before the end
of2023.

Iomer Tiamson, HMC environ-

ITlE nt man ger, says it entails cost
because a lastic seedling bag is
25 centavo apiece while a "jobo
po ;" whic the mining company
bi {sfrom eavers, costs the NAC
subsidiary 5.

-~---------'-------- -------
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DlLGVOWS to further strengthen
barang~ydisaster preparedness
THEDepartmentofthe Interior

and LocalGovernment (DILG)
vowed to accelerate the de-

partment's efforts to strengthen ba-
rangays' preparedness in responding
to disasters and other emergencies
to avert loss of life and assets as the
Philippines tops the World Disaster
Risk Index 2022.

Responding to the call of Presi-
dent Ferdinand Marcos Jr., Inte-
rior and Local Government Secre-
tary Benjamin "Benhur" Abalos Jr.
Abalos said the DILG, as the Vice
Chairman for Disaster Prepared-
ness of the National Disaster Risk
Reduction and Management Coun-
cil (NDRRMC),seeks to equip baran-
gays with the necessary knowledge,
skills, and capacities to manage and
reduce.disaster risks to become di-
saster prepared and resilient Fili-
pino communities.

"The President has instructed
me to assure each and everyone
of you that this administration is
committed to ensuring that the
smallest yet one of the most impor-
tant units of government are fully
capacitated and responsive to the
needs of the people, especially in
their disaster response capabilities,'
the DILG chief said during the 2nd
Barangay Resilience Exchange 2022
(BRX2022) Digital Conference.

Organizedbythe CebuanaLhuillier
Foundation Ine. (CLFI),the BRX2022
banners the theme "AngHandang Ba-
rangay,Mahusayl" that highlights the
significance of collaboration between
the government, private and multi-
sectoral organizations, and the com-
munityin surviving natural disasters,
calamities and emergencies.

He said under the Marcos admin-
istration, one of the priorities was to
increase the preparedness of the ba-
rangays when it comes to responding
to disasters and other emergencies

"Isapo iyan saatingmga prayoridad
-angmapataasangkahandaanngmga
barangay pagdating sa pagresponde sa
mgapanahon ngsakunaatibapangmga
emergency [That is one of our priori-
ties-to increase the preparedness
of the barangays when it comes to
responding to times of disaster and
other emergencies] ,"he pointed out.

Barangays' primary duties in di-
saster resilience include the estab-
lishment and operationalization of
the Barangay Risk Reduction Man-
agement Committees (BRRMC),the
development of barangay disaster
risk reduction and management
plans, and the allocation of funds
for disaster response and recovery.

To increase local government
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unit (LGU) capacity, Abalos said
the department will persist in the
implementation ofOperation LISTO,
its flagship disaster preparedness
advocacy-program cascaded -to the
barangay level through the Listo si
Kapl,achecklist ofpro-active actions
taken as preparatory and necessary
measures based on the manual of
higher LGUs and the disaster pre-
paredness minimum standards.

He also said the DILGis conduct-
ing several assessment activities
to gauge the performance of local
government units, including the ba-
rangays, in Disaster Risk Reduction
and Management-Climate Change
Adaptation (DRRM-<;:CA)in order
to ensure that gaps are addressed
and good practices are replicated.

"For the barangays, there is an
ongoing development to assess the
functionality of BDRRMCsand the
initial stage of the implementation
ofthe SealofGood LocalGovernance
forbarangays which looks into disas-
ter risk reduction and management
as one of its core areas," he said.

The DILG Secretary also said
the Department's National Baran-
gay Operations Office (NBOO) and
other bureaus and offices continue
to work hand-in-hand to enable
access to finance and ensure that
barangays, even being the small-
est LGU,are given a big share of the
department's projects, programs
and activities (PPAs) for the local
government sector ..

"Inatasan na rin natin ang Bureau
of Fire Protection (BFP)"upang tu-
mulong sa training ng mga barangay
officials upangmapataas angkanilang
kapasidad [Wehave also assigned the
Bureau of Fire Protection to assist
in training barangay officials to in-
crease their capacity]," he added.

The WorldRisk Index is an annual
report that calculates disaster risk
for 193 countries covering vulner-
ability from earthquakes, hurricanes/
typhoons, floods (both coastal and
riverine), drought, sea-level rise, tsu-
namis, and conflict. It dates back to
2011 and is published by the Bundnis
EntwicklungHilftand the Institute for
International LawofPeaceand Armed
Conflict at Ruhr University Bochum.

Meanwhile, Abalos highlighted
the crucial role the barangays played
in epitomizing the resilience of Fili-
pinos during the height of the Co-
vid-19 pandemic when they became
the first line of defense in the com-
munities against the virus and had to
serve their constituents and address
the situation with their available re-
sources and manpower. G/enJacobJose
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etre FI~cific~oostslivelihood opportunities-of fisherfol
elgh1iliMuntiniupa barangays by providing fishing boats

ETRO '~'acific Investments
Corpora/on (MPIC),
the I buntry's leading

u -astructure 'f:1vestments firm,
s ;)Porte~ the lroelihood of around
8(10 me bers 0:.1 the City Fisheries
A4uatic R source ~lanagement Council
(C ;ARM by Ir providing fishing
b -ts or bancas tp eight barangays in
r., ntinlu~a.

In a iceremClilOial turnover last
o :oberl ,MPIC'!~getherwithHuawei
PI lippine , Mayr]iad Water Services
In (Maynilad), the Laguna Lake
DE .elopment Authority (LLDA), and
th: City <:;ovemnIE:ntof Muntinlupa,
en rusted ° eight tr~ncas to barangays
Suat, Buli,Alabarig, Cupang, Bayanan,
Putatan, [Poblacion, and Tunasan.
Ma -nilad also turned over three solar
paddle wheels aercttor water treatment
sy:: .em thl imprbves the quality of
water in . ers an(! Jakes, to the City's
La!~pMan ement Office.

Beyon utilizing the boats to bolster
the livelihoods of these fisherfolk, they
.n likewise be us4idto conduct clean-

up lriVesst' Lagun], Lake, aligned with
MPC, Ma ilad, Jbld LLDA'sLaguna
de Bay elfare J~\Tareness advocacy
ell !VA) of protecting Laguna de Bay.

"Fishin~ is one (If the oldest, most
basic, and most i.r.portant forms of
live ihood. J,:!e seEI it ~s ~ i~tegral
par of 0t-t-' compfinys mISSIon to
uplift fish~rfolk;()mmunities, who
help supply our communities and our
cow -trywith adequate food,"says MPIC
Cha rman, president, and CEOManuel
V. Pangilinan.

The LAWA I~itiative
UN] ER ~bay Kalikasan, one of
the Group s six Gabay Advocacies
.for a Sustcpnable Philippines, LAWA
highlights tpe critical role that Laguna
Lalo plays with respect to the social
and economic deveilopment of the
region. It consolidates the group's
efforts to promot e awareness and
establish;:tvarious pn 'l~ams in line with
LLDA'sm ate to 'transform Laguna
Lake into vibrant economic zone
shov 'casing ecotour isrn by addressing
the negati'fe imp,\(t of watershed
dest uction, land conversion and
pollution." I

upporting this directive entails

providing the needed support to the
communities surrounding Laguna Lake,
most of whom rely heavily on fishing as
their primary source of livelihood and
income. With their dependence on the lake
comes the unavoidable effects on the area's
natural resources.

"MPIC's donation of bancas not only
enables our community folk to sustain
their existing livelihoods, but also enforces
a sense of responsibility to care for the
Lake that they depend on daily," says
Muntinlupa City Mayor Rozzano Rufino
"Ruffy"B'iazon,

Given the importance of the lake to
Metro Marilla's ecosystem, MPIC, LLDA,
and its partners, recognized the need for
collaborative efforts between the public
and private sectors for the sustainable
development of the Laguna Lake for the
benefit of present and future generations.

"Our unwavering commitment to build
a more resilient and sustainable future for
our people and our planet is the driving
force behind our efforts,'; says MPIC
Chief Finance, Risk, and Sustainability
Officer Chaye Cabal-Revilla. "We will
be relentless in our pursuit to protect
Laguna de Bay to sustain our present and

future generations."
Initial priority areas to be addresse

by the LAWA initiative include th
communication, education, and publi
awareness; promotion of wastewate
management systems to help address th
lake's algal bloom problem; organizatio
of clean-up drives for the tributaries"
livelihood support and development; an
the establishment of programs to hampe
the proliferation of water hyacinths) th
most damaging aquatic plant worldwide,
currently covering approximately 20
percent of Laguna de Bay.

The livelihood support program undei]
the LAWA initiative emphasizes MPIC'si
role as the largest catalyst for a Sustainabl~
Philippines, aimed to improve the lives in!
the country through providing essenti
services and mobilizing advocacies tha
uplift the quality of life of all Filipinos.

This is also aligned with MPIC's efforts
to contribute to the United Nationd
Sustainable Development Goals (SDG),1
particularly SDG 6 Clean Water andl
Sanitation, 8 Decent Work and Economi
Growth, 11 Sustainable Cities an
Communities, 13 Climate Action, 14 Life
BelowWater, and 15Lifeon Land.

FROM LEFT, Muntinlupa City Lake Management Office Department Manager III Herminio dela Cruz, Buli Barangay
Captain Hon. Ronaldo Loresca, Muntinlupa City Mayor Hon. Rozzano Rufino "Ruffy" Biazon, LAWA and Gabay
Kalikasan Ambassador Dominic Roque, MPIC Chief Finance, Risk, and Sustainability Officer Chaye Cabal-Revilla,
Huawei Philippines Senior PR Manager and Program Lead Karrie Buenafe, Laguna Lake Development Authority
Community Development Division Officer-in-Charge Jaime Mora, Laguna de Bay Integrated Fisheries Aquatic
ResourcesManagement Council Chairman Lauro Protacio. .-
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part of the CSC to secure jobs for 10 and
COS workers in the government. Let's
end endo in government once and for
all," Villanueva said.

"We have been raising the issue of
unfilled positions in government during
budget hearings since we became a sena-
tor in 2016, and the number of JOs and
COS workers in government remains a
problem. It's about time that we address
the issue of contractualization in govern-
ment," Villanueva said.

He added that while there are 170,688
unfilled government positions, the gov-
ernment has 642,077 employees under
JO or COS, representing 26.07 percent of
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Villanueva urges CSCto end tendo
By Macon Ramos-Araneta
SENATE Majority Leader Joel Vil-
lanueva has called on the Civil Service
Commission (CSC) to address the high
number of Job Order (JO) and Contract of
Service (COS) employees in government.

He also exhorted the CSC to provide
the workers with security of tenure espe-
cially if they have civil service eligibility.

Villanueva also lauded the move of the
CSC to give "preferential rating" for JOs
and COS in the next civil service exami-
nation which will put into consideration
their number of years in service.

''This is a welcome development on the

,
all governmen workers.

According ) the data from he CSC,
the top government ~encie with the
highest number of JO and CO employ-
ees are the DeI: rtment of Public orks and
Highways (DE' VII) (221457), partment
of Education ~epEd) (12,46'" Depart-
ment of Health POR) (8,188) :partment
of SocialWe . and Developme t (DSWD)
(7,340) and utment~En' nment and
Natural Reso es (DE ) (5,4 7).

Data also BLOWS th t these agencies
have the fol wing unfilled positions:
DPWH (3,18) I, DepE~ (47,034), DOH
(21,038), DO;;,VD (3 1) and DE R
(2,430).
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Department of Environment and Natural Resources
ENVIRONMENTAL MANAGEMENT BUREAU-==~~D£HR COmpound. Yi$.)''''AWnu~ OlIN". Quaon Crty 1116

~ Tel.No.. ('2) 'Slt 43.,..
Wttbt.ttto· !/WW.!ml?,9!!Y ph Ema"; NCordtt~bp.ptl

NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING

On the ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT ASSESSMENT (EIA) REPORT of the proposed
800 MW Bellsama Pumped-Storage Project of ~elisama Hydropower Corporation
located in Barangays Mabato-Azufre and Dambo, Municipality of Pangil, Barangays
Dorado, Banilan and Kabulusan, Municipality of Pakil, Province of Laguna.
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Notice is hereby given to all parties who wish to give thei
implementation of the proposed 800 MW Belisama Pum
attend Public' Hearing that is scheduled as follows:

Date Time
9:30AM August I09 November 2022

lReoistration starts at 9:00AM) Place,

This Public Hearing is being conducted in connection with the
Corporation application for Environmental Compliance
Environmental Impact Study (EIS) of the aforementioned p
by the Environmental Management Bureau (EMB) of the Dep
and Natural Resources (DENR).

The following is the project information:

ProDonent Belisama Hvorooower Como ration
Proect Name 800 MW Belisama Pumoed-Storaoe Pro'
Project Location Barangays Mabata-Azufre and Darnbo, Mu

Province of Laguna Barangays Dorado, Ba
Municioalitv of Pakil Province of Laauna

Components Powerhouse complex: 20,000 m2

Power waterways: 2.26 km
Upper reservoir: 312,500 m2

Access roads: 4 km
Rationale The proposed hydropower facility as a ren

is seen to augment power supply and cont
in the country. In addition. the Project is co
directions of the Philippine Development PI
Develooment Plan.

Proiect CaDacltv 800MW

All interested parties who wish to attend or participate in thi
preferably confirm their attendance/ participation and may
concise position paper submitted to the ENVIRONMENTAL I
AND MANAGEMENT DIVISION (EIAMD) of this Office thro
\I2l1Jl.Il, three (3) days before the Public Hearing schedule.
able to register or submit written positions may be given t
their issues on the day of the hearing itself.

The project's EIS and Executive Summary for the Public a
website: www eja emb goy ph (kindly access the Notice of Pu
link found in our website) while copies will be available in t

EMB CALABARZON Pakil Munici
6th Floor 1515 DENR By the Bay Bldg., TBR2, Pakil,
Roxas Blvd. Ermita, Manila

PENRO Rlzal Pangil Municl
Don Hilario Cruz Ave., Brgy San Juan, Brgy. San Jos
Tay1ay Rizal

For more details, please contact the EIAM Division at t
numbers (02) 8539 4378 local 116 and look for the project c
G. Pollntan or at this email: joel polintan@emb gov ph

MT - Oct. 25 & Nov. 1. 2022
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