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Marine area protectiondeal i k
A marine protected area is a section of the ocean where a government has placed limits on h-----+------------

Clarence Martin de Guzman and Municipal things that live in it f e many dangers.
Mayor of Caba Donna Crispino entered in Threats to the ocean . elude overfishi ,

SANFERNANDOCITY,La Union - The to the agreement to establish the MPAN. litter, water pcllution d global climate
Department of Environment and Natural The formation of the MPAN is in change.
Resources in Region 1has entered into an accordance with DENR's Department In La Union, the M are establ hed
agreement with the provincial government Administrative Order 201~26or the Coastal as an upshot of effi ctive partne ship
of La Union to secure a second Marine Marine Ecosystems Management Program. between LGU~,with int rlinked marine and
Protected Area Network in the province. "The establishment of MPANs is a coastal resources nee d to b protected.

DENR-l said that the deal is for the component of one of the national priority The MoA signed y the PLGU, San
establishment of the Caba,Aringay,Bauang programs of the DENRunder the CMEMP, Fernando Ci~\ Bau , Caba and ay
and San Fernando City municipalities or more popularly known as the "Agos ng is a solid manifestati n of their . led
CArBaSan as a second MPAN. Buhay" with an aim to comprehensively intentions to protect and conserve the

DENR-lregional executive director Atty. manage, address and effectively reduce coastal ecosystems.
Crizaldy M. Barcelo, Bureau of Fisheries the drivers and threats of degradation The CArBaEan ME
and Aquatic Resources, Regional Field of the coastal and marine ecosystems, in the link for the Agoo amortis Protected
Office1regional director RosarioSegundina order to achieve and promote sustainability Landscape which inelu es the coastal areas
P. Gaerlan, PLGUexecutive assistant Justo of ecosystems services, food security and ofAgoo,Sto. 1~()mas Rosario, La Union.
Orros III with the local government units climate change resiliency," Barcelo said. The CArBaEan MP. will be the second
of San Fernando City represented by City A marine protected area is a section of MPANin the provinc after e firs ever
Administrator Ramon Laudencia, Aringay the ocean where a government has placed MPANin Region 1 w ch is the B aSan
Municipal Mayor Benjamin Sibuma, limits on human activity. MPA'shave been MPANconstituting t marine protected
Municipal Mayor of Bauang Bulogio established because the ocean and the areas of Balaoan, Bac otan and San Juan.

~~~-~~--~--- '--'~ ~~ -~~

BY JONAS REYES



~

STRATEGIC

COMMllNICATION
ANil~=a=~INITIATIVES

, SI RVIer.

CD
PAGF.

[?]" [~
UPPER ('AGE 1D STORY

LOWER-
TITLE: PAGE

2 TIMBOG SA EXOTIC BIRDS
NATIMBO ang dala-

wang indibidwalmakarnang
magbenta ang mga ito ng
exotic na mga ibon sa
magkahiwalaynaoperasyon r

sa bayan ng Dinalupihan,
Bataan kamakalawa

Sa ulat na nakalap mula
kay Police Lt. Mariel
Cuizon, OIC ng Maritime
Police Station (MARP-
STA)-Olongapo City,naba-
tid na unang nadakip alas-
8:28ngumagangSabadoang
isang 23-anyos na lalaking
taga-Dalao, Dinalupihan,
Bataan na nagbenta ng
tatlongpirasong IndianRing-
Necked Dove sa presyong
P800.

Nasundan pa ang ope-
rasyon ng pag-aresto alas-
11:36ng tangbalisa35-anyos
na babae na residente ng
Lincoln HeightsSan Pablo,
Dinalupihan, na nagtinda
naman ng walong piraso ng
finches sa halagang P2,200.

Napag-alaman na naki-
pagtransaksyon ang mga
nabuling suspek sa pama-

magitan ng cellphone na
maibenta ang naturang mga
ibon sa mga pulis na nag-
panggap na mga buyer.

.Nabatidnaangnaturang
magkahiwalaynaoperasyon
ayinilunsad saharnpngisang
convenient store sajunction
ngBgy. Layacngpinagsanib
na puwersa ng Olongapo
City MARPSTA kasarna
ang Bataan MARPSTA,
Dinalupihan 'Municipal
Police Station at kinatawan
mula sa Department of
Environment and Natural
Resources (DENR-CEN-
RO)Bataan.

Sasampaban ng kasong
Violation of Chapter N See
27 ofRA 9147 0 Wildlife
Resources Conservation and
Protection Act in relation to
R.A 10175 (Cyber Crime)
ang mga suspek.

(JeffTumbado)
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sa h~'''''
water co •cessi

tion, Mayr.ilad an Manil Watr r asked
the SC ill 2019 t reverse Its d ision,
saying it was "im ossible' to f sblish
a complete centr . ed s 'age stem
within five years.

On Fri :lay, Mila Water sa ill a
statement that it is 'reinfo cmg i com-
mitment to the P lippine Clear ,vater
Act as the ~nnpany perat more 'aste-
water trea lent pl ts to ensure do-
mestic wastewater om househol does
not contribute to th poll 110 0 vers
and other W rter bod es."

Manila ~ater sai it nope 41
treatment . cilities, . crea 19 th om-
pany's wastewater atme capac 'Y by
925%, fro 1the prev ous 4 millio 'ters
per day (MlD) to 410 MLD at pre nt.

It added t rat it is set to build ad-
ditional single sewa e treatment ants
(STP), and targets t have a t tal 53
wastewater '''acilitie with 1,156 .LD
treatment cavacity t will co er 1 %
of its concess ion are

HE Supreme Court has reduced the fines imposed
on water concessionaires from the previous Pl. 8
billion to P406 million, it said as it affirmed a

recent decisio .
Maynilad Water Services Inc., Ma-

nila Water, and Metropolitan Water-
works and Sewerage System (MWSS)
were fined a combined P1.8 trillion
three years ago for their non-compli-
ance with the Clean Water Act.

The SC in 2019 fined Maynilad and
MWSS P921 ,464,1 84, and fined Ma-
nila Water and MWSS the same amount
separately.

With the decision, published by the
High Court last Thursday but made
available only over the weekend, they
now owe a combined P406 million, or
P202,256,726.22 each.

The water concessionaires were
"found liable for violation of Sec. 8 of
the Philippine Clean Water Act," the

High Court said.
Section 8 required the cormection

of existing sewage lines in all subdi-
visions, condominiums, commercial
centers, and other establishments, in-
cluding households, to an available
sewerage system.

In 2009, the Department of Environ-
ment and Natural Resources (DENR)
slapped a P29.4-million fine on MWSS,
Maynilad, and Manila Water for their
alleged failure to install and maintain
wastewater treatment facilities withirl
five years after the Clean Water Act was
enacted in 2004.

The Court of Appeals upheld the
DENR's decision in 2013.

In separate motions for reconsidera-

I
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Netizens lash
atDENR Penro
over remarks
on hiring post

By JONATHAN L. MAYUGA

" @jonlmayuga

REACTING to negative com-
ments on the job posting by
the Depar-tment of Environ-

mentand Natural Resources (DENR)
Provincial Environment and Natural
Resource Office (Penro) in Marin-
duque has earned the ire of netizens.

The Penro Marinduque posted it
is hiring 1 Accounting Clerk for the
Duration of November 2, 2022 to
December 22, and a Forest Protec-
tion Officer with a salary of P8,SOO
for a month's work. The latter drew
some negative comments.

These comments were given this
post by the Penro Marinduque: "Para
po sa lahat ng nagbibigay ng negative
comments, hindi po kami humihingi ng
opinion ninyo. Maging responsable po
tayo sa ating mga sinasabi" [For all
those who give negative comments,
we are not asking for your opinion.
Let's be responsible for what we say.]

'..
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SOIL CARGO. A vessel filled with soil docks at Manila Bay on Sunday. Various
environmental groups and fisherfolks are opposing the 25 reclamation projects
in Manila Bay that have already been registered and approved by the Philippine
Reclamation Authority (PRA)which will affect 10 million families. Danny Pata

. "
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SUNDAY AT
DOLOMITE

BEACH-
Families visit

the Manila
Bay Dolomite

Beach
on Roxas

Boulevard
in Malate,
Manila on

Sunday, Oct.
23,2022.

(Manny
Llanes)
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TWO children enjoy playing in the sand at Dolomite beach on Roxas Boulevard, Manila Sunday.



~~ STRATEGIC W 0 0 0 0 0
COMMUNICATION t?( PAGE 1 BANNER EDITORIAL CARTOON
AND STORY STORY

INITIATIVES PAGE LOWER

SERVICE -24- 22-
TIlLE: PAGE DATE

PATOK na pasyalan ng publiko ang Manila Bay laIo1palubog na ang araw na sasabayan ng
pagpapa-picture sa QoIomite Beach na talagang stress reliever sa ganda ng tanawin.

- ., . . ., . .•... .. .• . . CRISMON HERAMIS

, -



ficient supply c ' ains while f
tJte city's popu1 .on.

Grow QC, WI ich Was al
of the 2022 C40 Cities-Bloo
Philanthropies a ards finalis
established 337 an gardens
model farms tha reated a liv
for 4,119 urban f ers, 258 di~
workers and 298 enders and j
drivers.

Through .the initiative, idl
were also converted, into pr<
green and urba farms that
carbon emissions, as Wellas sower
the next generati n of urban fllmers
who previously earned minii al or

.zero income.
"This is one oJ the. best exa nples

on how we can ,ghtclimate'!afige
with opportuniti,es that bene both
the people and the environ lnent.
We're showing at good, gr~! \ jobs
exist outside of aditional 'mate
sectors and can t off a do to ef-
fect that boosts e ployment';p,. >tects
the health of re idents and 'ghts
climate change at the same e/'
Belmonte said.

C40 Cities exe
Watts commen ed Belmo
spearheading t program,
has provided re idents wi
livelihood oppor .ties.

"Mayor Belm nte has sho
the jop she has created: co
ing idle lands . to urban fa
Quezon City, b ging heal
to the table for amilies wu 1. the
COVID lockdo had affecte sup-
plies. From 1,400Jobs there (in trban

,farms),MaY0l'Be onte told ri ~that
there are now'15, o jobs, sol ess'it
is the kind of inflation thatwlke,"
Watts said d . g the ope . . ' ple-
nary of the summit.
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Quezon City Mayor Joy Belmonte
has joined.}vor1d.~ayo;t's in calling
fora common effort to create 50 mil-
lion good, green jobs by the end of
the decade, during the C40 World
Mayors Summit in Buenos Aires,
Argentina....,.,......

Good, green jobs provide oppor-
tunities for residents and at the same
time address the concurrent climate
and inequality crisis, as well as rising
poverty toward a global green, just
and. resUient reco,?~ry b¥~030 ....)

"Quezon City's Visionbf a livable,
green and sustainable city is centered
on building an economy that ensures
equitable access to environmental
goods now and in the future. We be-
lieve that qreating jobs ~t SU!:I~ a
healthy enVironment proetdes equal
benefits to nature and people, especial-
ly the marginalized," Belmonte said.

"Thus, programs on sustainable
food consumption, clean en~tg¥;
ecological transport and circiular
economy, among others, are actively
pursued, while climate financing to
support more green investments and
jobs are explored," she added.

At a press coIJferen~1 Belmonte
announced that thealy's f09<1security
program, Grow QC, has provided re-
lief to help residents recover from the
effects of the COVID~19pandemic and
build resilience through nutrition and
employment schewes. •

Launched during the, pandemic,
Grow QC is a collective and multi-
sectoral food security initiative that
addresses food inefficiency that
mostly affects vulnerable and indi-
gent families.

It aims to increase the consump-
tion of healthy, plant-based food,
thus, cutting emissions from inef-

C vows-mer
green jobs by
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Tllink global, l;l9t local to tra!Jsform
--. --

pli[anet

With urbanization here to stay, our fu-
ture lies in our cities. The Philippines'
urban population is projected to dou-
ble by 2050, while Southeast Asia's ur-

banization rate is at an all-time high.
While cities lie at the forefront of climate

change, accounting for over 70 percent of
global carbon emissions, they can also cata-
lyze change as hubs for innovation, offering
solutions for a sustainable future.

As we reflect on World Cities Day this Oct.
31, not only must we continue to recognize
the role cities play in realizing global sustain-
able development, but must also seriously
reflect on this year's theme, "Act Local to Go
Global." The theme stresses that any trans-
formative global agenda must first be local-
ized within our current urban fabric through
knowledge, solutions, and partnerships.

A local lens on climate issues. First, we need
to apply a local lens to environmental issues and
what it means for global climate action. Climate
change is affecting countries everywhere. The
interdependence of water and energy is intensi-
fying, impacting both energy and water security.
However, how these issues manifest from city
to city varies, and require a crucial understand-
ing of local conditions and concerns.

The Philippines faces acute climate risks,
such as floods and storms, but several cities
such as Manila and Cebu have simultaneous-
ly suffered from water shortages in recent
years, exacerbated by a growing urban popu-
lation and dry spells linked to El Nino.

It is vital that we do not lose sight of the
local context while tackling the global issue of
climate change. Only by taking a ground-up
approach on understanding climate change
can we ensure that no one is left behind.

A global toolbox with local solutions. Lo-
cal sustainable solutions that cities have been
developing and adapting to mitigate their cli-
mate future can contribute to a broader global
toolbox. A priine example is China's sponge

COMMENTARY
POUl DUE JENSEN

IT IS VITAL THAT WE DO
NOT LOSE SIGHT OF THE
LOCAL CONTEXT WHILE
TACKLING THE GLOBAL

ISSUE OF CLIMATE CHANG
cities. which use nature-based solutions to ad-
dress issues that corne with grey infrastructure
in light of worsening urban floods. While the
concept was adapted from predecessors around
the world. China's approach has been touted as a
"revolutionary rethink" in urban planning.

Cities are also increasingly incorporating
digital technologies to further bolster climate
resilience, and achieve greater resource effi-
ciencies, including pilot smart city projects in
Cebu, Davao, and Metro Manila.

Digitalization can help cities navigate the
trade-offs between more substantial sustain-
ability efforts and their perceived barriers,
including reimagining water systems. For ex-
ample, by working with solution providers to
connect pumping solutions in a city's water
processes via a cloud platform, or leveraging ad-
vanced analytics and algorithms to predict leaks,
some cities are alreadyattaining significant en- '.
ergy optimization in their water and wastewa-
ter network. Building solution providers are
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also increasingly lookirig at smart technology to
achieve systems that can operate in optimized
conditions, and use water and energy efficiently.

While many of these solutions were de-
veloped with the local urban environment
in mind, rapid urbanization means cities are
finding greater similarities in their experi-
ences of climate change. Key learnings from
such case studies can provide powerful in-
sights, regionally and even globally.

Building inclusive partnerships. Lastly,
continuous knowledge-building calls for inclu-
sive collaboration, locally and globally. Global
partners can leverage their network and reach
to link up the necessary stakeholders, resourc-
es, and expertise to bring an initiative to life,
while local collaborators can provide not only
insights from the local landscape, but also rec-
ommendations for the best way forward.

For instance, the C40 Cities Climate Lead-
ership Group partnered with Grundfos and the
Grundfos Foundation on the Water Safe Cities
project, where the first phase of the research
quantified the dire impact of climate-driven
drought and flooding on the world's largest,
cities and its residents, including Quezon City.

These insights have subsequently helped
launch the project's second phase to work on a
water accelerator, for cities to pledge action to '
safeguard their water supply. The project pro-
vides a starting point for wider collaboration
between cities, national governments, and the
private sector, all of whom have an incentive
to protect cities from water risks.

Many cities around the world are already
formulating and implementing innovative pol-
icies and programs designed to achieve sus-
tainable development. The sharing and harmo-
nization of these actions will help us determine .
the best of what each city has to offer, and al-
low us to extrapolate these to drive the global
push for a more sustainable world and future.

Poul Due Jensen is CEO of Grundfos.
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Admits people struggle coping wifh i ati n,
----\---

vows aid to poor sectors
BY'Julito G. Rada, Vince Lopez and Macon Ramos-Araneta

RESIDENT Ferdinand Marcos Jr. on Sunday
admitted life "is getting hard" for Filipinos a id
rising inflation, as he committed his administra :ion

to giving continuous assistance to vulnerable sectors who
are most hurt by surging con~umer prices. ~~~_

The Chief Executive made this com-
mitment as he led the distribution of gov-
ernment cash assistance to various sec-
tors in Talisay City, egros Occidental.

Mr. Marcos also led the celebration of
the 43rd MassKara Festival in the prov-
ince's capital, Bacolod City, even as he
acknowledged how many Filipinos con-
tinue to struggle to make ends meet with
the costs of basic goods and necessities

rising further due to recent oil price hikes.
"We know that life is getting hard

today. Prices for basic commodities are
increasing, gasoline, crude, all our basic
necessities are increasing. That's why
even in our own small way, at least we
can help," he said in Filipino.

"As long as the people need help, the
government will do everything to some-
how help them," he added.

The President, ho also heal
Department of Agri ulture (DA),
ated his pro mise to prioritize effi
increase food produ tion 10
prices of f od produ ts (s relat
ry on A2-I:ditors)

He specitlcally ci d P
ting the c untry's s gar su
how the industry h bee
for several years.

ems oeset-
ly, ting

negl ed"
Next ge

..
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Mr. Marcos also expressed hope that
the time would come when Filipinos
would no longer need assistance from the
government.

In Talisay, he handed over the Assis-
tance to Individuals in Crisis Situation
(AlCS) ranging from P5,000 to r-io.ooo
to 100 recipients.

The AICS is a program of the Depart-
ment of Social Welfare and Development
that provides immediate relief assistance
to individuals and families affected by ca-
lamities and other emergencies or crises.

He also turned over mock checks to six
fanner organizations amounting to P88
million under the DA's Philippine Rural
Development Project.

The DA distributed palay seeds to 100
fanners, a com mill, and three incubators.

On Saturday, Socioeconomic Plarming
Secretary Arsenio Balisacan said the govern-
ment is fast-tracking the distribution of cash
aid to the poor and vulnerable sectors and
increasing the food supply in the country "to
give Filipinos a comfortable lite."

As director general of the National
Economic and Development Author-
ity (NEDA), Balisacan said poverty in-
cidence could have been higher had the
government failed to further reopen the
economy and distribute targeted subsidies
to low-income households, public utility
drivers, farmers, and fisherfolk.

This was indicated in a recent Social
Weather Stations survey that revealed
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about 49 percent of Filipino families see
themselves as poor.

Meanwhile, higher inflation will offset
any gains enjoyed by families of over-
seas Filipino workers, exporters, b siness
process outsourcingcompanies and for-
eign tourists from the stronger US dollar
against the Philippine peso.

In a recent report, Rizal Conunercial
Banking Corp. chief economist Michael
Ricafort said the peso has depreciated by
15.2 percent against the greenback since
the start of 2022, benefitting those who
earn in or owned US dollars.

But he said "any advantage may be
eroded by higher prices or inflation al-
ready at a new four-year high of <59 per-
cent in September 2022 and could poten-
tially reach 7 percent levels until around
October 2022," he said.

The US dollar corrected lower against
major global currencies on Oct. 21 amid
reports that some Federal Reserve officials
were concerned about over-tightening de-
spite earlier hawkish signals from Fed of-
ficials.

Ricafort said the peso exchange rate
remained relatively stable for the fourth
straight week already at below the 59.00
psychological markafter tile President sig-
naled that the government might have to
defend the peso in the coming months.

Mr. Marcos said the government could
use interest rates to mitigate the impact
of inflation, which is the administration's
main priority.

Inflation in September 2022 rose to a
four-year high of 6.9 percent from 6.:1per-
cent a month ago, driven mainly by fas .erin-

I
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creases in food and non-alcoholic beverages. most disadvantaged social groups in the
The September rate was significantly country.

higher than the 4.2 percent a year ago and Angara lamented that little headway
was the fastest since the 6.9 percent both has been made to improve the lives of the
in September and October 20'18 during the IPs although Republic Act 8731 or the
rice crisis. This brings the first ninemonths' Indigenous Peoples Rights Act (IPRA),
average to 5.1 percent. which was enacted more than 2:; years

The peso settled at a record low of 59 ago.
per US dollar four times this month alone, "We have over a hundred II' groups
on Oct. 3, lO, 13, and 17, 2022. in the Philippines comprising anywhere I

Finance Secretary Benjamin Diokno between 14 million and 17 million indig-
signaled possible continued intervention enous cultural communities (lCCs) Much
in the peso exchange rate market to pre- has been said to protect the rights anden-
vent it from breaching the P60-per-dollar sure the welfare of our IPs, but the reality
level by using about $10 billion of the is they continue to be among the most dis-
country's gross international reserves. advantaged groups," Angara said.
, "Earlier, BSP Governor Felipe Medalla According to the World Bank, while

said the economy was strong enough to IPs comprise only 6 percent of the global
withstand local policy rate hikes. population, they account for nearly :W per-

The Monetary Board, the policy-making cent of the world's extreme poor.
body of the BSP, raised the benchmark poIt' "What exacerbates the situation of our
cy interest rate by another 50 basis points to" IPs is the absence of reliable public cata on
4.25 percent on Sept. 22 to rein in inflation ICCs and more often than not, th.s leads
and to support the depreciating peso. to situations where they are neglected in

The move followed an earlier 75-basis the delivery of basic, social, technical, and
point hike by. the US Federal Reserve to even legal services," Angara said.
tame the persistently high inflation, in the To help remedy the situation, Angara
world's biggest economy.' . has filed Senate Bill 1167 or the Resource

Since the start of the year, the BSP has Centers for Indigenous Peoples A ct of
raised the policy interest rate by 2.25 per- 2022, which seeks to establish ICes/IPs I
cent to 4.25 percent, from the record low resource centers in strategic places, as de- i

of2 percent when the year started. termined by the National Commission on
The BSP maintained the 2 percent in- Indigenous Peoples (NCIP), taking into

terest rate in 2021 to support the econo- consideration their ethnological local ions.
my's recovery from the pandemic. These centers will be composed of

Also on Sun~y, Senator Juan-Bdgardo three major service areas, namely: the I
Angara said the government must do more Statistical Service Area; Human Devel- I

to uplift the lives of indigenous peoples opment Index Service Area; and the Do-
.' (IPs), who remain ~ong the poorest and mains Management Service Area.

I
I
I'
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Green Energy rules to be revi e
following low participation le e

THE Department of Energy (DoE) said it will
revise the rules of Green Energy Option Pro-

----------<11 gram (GEOP) to encourage more participants
to buy power from renewable energy sources.

"On this matter, we are planning to re-
lease a draft policy subject for focus group
discussion by the first quarter of next
year," Jordan M. Ballaran, senior science
research specialist of the DoE's Renew-
able Energy Management Bureau, said in a
virtual briefing last week facilitated by the
Clean Energy Investment Accelerator.

The GEOP is authorized by the Renew-
able Energy Act of 2008, open to end-users
with monthly average peak demand of 100
kilowatts or more over the past 12 months.

Mr. Ballaran said that to date, uptake
has been weaker than expected, with 158

end-users currentliz enroll und
"There are sor e provis ons u

Energy Regulator Commi sion r
are not harmonized with e Do
Mr. Ballaran said.

According to the DoE, etail elec ric-
ity suppliers only teed a p rmit from the
DoE to enroll to th !progra ,but e ERC
req 'res end-user; to secur perrr s from
both agencies.

Mr. Ballaran said :hat the ep twill
discuss harmonizing the rule with t ERe.

"We can always resort t ame nents
to rules or supplemental olicie m the
future. We will solicit com ents im the
public and industry stakeh lders by con-
ducting public co urultatio s," he said. -
Ashley Erika O. Jo se

GEOP.
er the

les that
rules,"

, -
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Mindset shifts for a sustainable -
~nd equitable future

(or a Sustainable and Equitable Future."
\ Attended by almost 600 directors, manag-
~ersand employees across the Ayala group, the
Virtual summit was also attended by observers
from the Securities and Exchange Commission
and the Institute of Corporate Director.

The participants heard from Speakers Gail
Whiteman, executive director, Climate Base-
camp; Rajeev Peshawaria, CEO, Stewardship
Asia Center; Lois Guthrie, senior technical
advisor, IFRS Foundation; and Mayor Alfredo
Coro II, mayor, Municipality of Del Carmen,

iargao Group of Islands.
The participants also drew additional

insights from Ayala Chairman Jaime Augusto
Zobel de Ayala, (who gave the opening re-
marks), Ayala President and CEO Cezar P.
Consing, Solomon N. Hermosura, corporate
secretary, chief legal officer, and compliance
<officer; Alberto M. de Larrazabal, CFO, chief

risk officer and chief
sustainability officer;
Francisco Romero Mi-
lan, Strategic adviser
for Human Resources;
Chua Sock Koong, Ayala director; Riza Ma -
taring, Ayala and ALl director and Iai e
Urquijo, BPI and ACEXdirector, who mode
ated the Q&Asessions.

Key takeaways from the half -day summi :
"Our sustainability journey J"E quires

transformation of culture, of systems, an
processes, and demands courageous imagi
nation and active participation f x.m all f
us. I hope that we can all do work togeth
in ensuring that these important minds
shifts take place and lead to a sustalr iable an
equitable future - for our sake and for th
sake of future generations." - Jaime August
Zobel de Ayala

"We are a zoo-year old compar y, we'r
the oldest business house in the Philippine .
We have the advantage of having at. owner
ship group that's very enlightened with a ve ,

very long term view." - Cezar P. Consing
"There are testaments that Ayala's mindset has

shifted and is continually shifting for a sustainable and
equitable future (...) But we are never contented. We
will not stop making sure we have the right mindset
and we are doing our part in ushering the new era of
corporate social responsibility." - Solomon M. Her-
mosura

"This laid out the many ongoing challenges that we
all face as we craft our ESGagenda moving forward. (...)
As a backdrop, recent years have exposed the inherent
shortcomings in the global economic progress that we
all have experienced in the last decade. The inequitable
distribution of economic gains that has led to so much
social dissatisfaction, the disregard of our environment
in our relentless pursuit of economic gain, the fragile
geopolitical foundations that have underpinned global
economic prosperity, to name a few." - Alberto M. De
La.rrazabal

"Internally in Ayala, we are having exactly the same
discussion. Now that we have a very clear strategy on
how to tackle "E" (environment) and how to move
forward, how do we make sure that we don't forget
the "S" (social) and that we continue working on the
"G" (governance)? - Francisco Romero Milan

On whether there is an argument for company
boards to address initiatives at reducing vulnerability
in society , instead of focusing on simply reducing
carbon emissions. "I think that's a great strategic
question There might even be a third strategy that is
somewhere in between the two. Clearly, everybody has

to reduce emissions (...) At the same time,
have a resilient system that you operate i
of saying, "Where can we build r esilienc into the
societies in which we operate" is em impo ant one."
Gail Whiteman

"There are companies that actually crea e rewards
and compensation systems that rreasure behavior
against purpose and values - and pay an promote
based on that. No system of hu man per ormance
measurement is perfect, and yet, you have find the
least perfect of them all in which you can me sure e h
employee's behavior according to utated v ues and
contribution to purpose and find a way to link that.
There are many ways to do that." F:.: jeew P sha a

On the absence of specific industry m tries for
measuring performance. "This is a point that has
come up and I think it's something .hat we have to
develop. We'd be very interested in hearing f om Ayala
on how this has been approached by you nd what
you like to see in terms of guidance to con olidating
these." Lois Guthrie

On the most important lessons that we s uld ta e
from the experience of the Municipality o Del Car-
men, Siargao. "Behaviors. (Del Car nenon have to
constantly and consistently appreciate and eco . e
the impact of the programs that we are doin in their
lives, family and community. ThE! challen es keep
changing every day, and thus the leaders p of Del
carmen - that includes me and everybody els - would
also need to be adaptive in responding to th issues.'
Mayor Alfredo Coro II
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Record-high cash dividend moves
Semirara Mining and Power stocks
MARKETplayers rallied behind Semirara
Mining and Power Corp. (SMPC) after the
announcement of its highest -ever special
cash dividends, analysts said.

A total of Pl.1-billion worth of 24.61
million shares in SMPCwere traded from
Oct. 17to 21,data from the Philippine Stock
Exchange(PSE)showed, making it the
sixth most actively traded stock last week.

Its shares were up by 1.48%week
on week to P41.10apiece on Friday
compared with its closing on Oct. 14of .
P40.50 each. Since the beginning of the
year, the stock went up 81.9%.

Equity analysts pointed out that
SMPC'sstock was driven by the approved
issuance of special cash dividends, which
meant P3.50 per outstanding common
share. This was double the Pl.7Sspecial
cash dividends declared last year.

"With the additional special cash divi-
dend, the total dividend payout of SCCto
its shareholders for 2022 will be PS.OOper
share, the highest in its corporate history,"
SMPCsaid in a press release last week.
SCCis the company's stock symbol.

"The news of SMPCshareholders
receiving record-high dividends pushed
the stock higher this week. However,
the gains were short-lived as investors
began booking profits due to market
uncertainties caused by the US Federal
Reserve's recent hawkish comments:'
Timson Securities, Inc. Head of Online
Trading Marc Kebinson l. Lood said in a
Viber message.

"This is good for the company and
that as long as they continue to payout
high dividends on a regular basis, inves-
tors will hold the stock tor a long period,
and demand for the stock will rise among
those seeking a steady stream of passive
income," Mr. Lood added.

Recent minutes of the Sept. 20 to 21
meeting of the US Fed showed a hawk-
ish stance might be taken by policymak-
ers. The continuous rise of commodity

. prices could be tempered by increasing
interest rates.

Since March, the Fed ha raised rates
by 300 basis points (bps), with the latest
move being a third straight 7S-bp hike in
the September meeting.

Mercantile Securities Corp. Head Trad-
er Jeff Radley C.See said in a separate
interview that investors ran to the stock
anticipating "huge dividends" but does
not see the price moving a. higher.

"The stock might just move sideways.
There won't be any catalyst r the stock
moving forward," Mr.See sa'd in an e-mail.

Meanwhile, Mr. Lood foresees "bright"
prospects for the power a mining firm
in the medium term.

"Giv~n that the winter months are
approaching, we believe SCCwill make
good numbers because coal is in high

. demand during this season. In the long
term, I believe people will adually
transition to renewables as many nations
begin to reinforce and promote sustain-
ability; Mr. Lood said.

Traders are also "optimistic" for
SMPC'sthird-quarter earnings report, Mr.
Loodadded.

In the second quarter, S PCposted a
net income of P10.8billion, almost three
times the P4 billion from th year before.

"In 2022, we anticipate ~ net income
of P48.1billion; Mr. Lood said. He
expects the stock's support level at P38.4
and resistance at P43.7 for this week.

For Mr. See,support will be between
P40.3 and P38.5 while resistance levels
are between P42 and P44.3. - Ana
Olivia A. TIrona
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bemgtested'like neve
S3l:YS Secretary General Guterres
P. s the IUnited Nations marks its 77th

'

fOUnding anniversary today, it may be
well for its member-countries to review

• ~and assess how well they are fulfilling
the expectations of the UNCharter.

In his anniversary message, UN Secretary
General AntoI\io Guterres noted that "our or-
ganization is being tested like never before" yet
asserted that it ras "made for moments like this."
"Our world is i~ peril and paralyzed. We are grid-
locked in colossal global dysfunction. The United
Nations charter and the ideals it represents are
in jeopardy and we have a duty to act. We cannot
go on like this. I' .

As an organization born out of the crucible and
conflict followihg World War II, its resiliency and
adaptability is perennially under challenge. And
the ch allenges qow are much more formidable and
daunti ng than ever before with the raging war
in"Ukraine and burning conflicts in a dozen other
areas, threat oflglobal recession, climate change,
and hunger in niany parts of the world. Amid these
challeJl$es, the UNcould only be as strong as each
membet-nati0f's capacity to tackle problems,
surmount obstacles and move to higher ground.

Th,! Philipp~nes recently overcame a major
hurdle with thelforrnal ratification - by popular
vote in a plebiscite - of the organic law that
created the BaItgsamoro Autonomous Region of
Muslim Mindanao. That came after the short-
lived insurgency and siege of Marawi City that
-- - ---. -- -----,.,-----,;.

was decisively ended by the Armed Forces of the
Philippines. .

Tackling the perennial problem of poverty and
inequality has been another major national con-
cern. Raising millions of Filipinos from the depths
of poverty is a priority endeavor arising from the
country's commitment to the UN's Sustainable
Development Goals (SDG). The government has
institutionalized the Pantawid Pamilyang Pilipino
Program, popularly known as 4Ps', including the
systematic conveyance of regular cash allocations
to beneficiary families. Such efforts have been set
back partially, on account of the severe impact
of the Covid-19 pandemic on marginalized and
disadvantaged families.

Stemming the tide of global warming and
climate change is another key concern. And this
is where the UNis asserting its leadership. As an
archipelagic country and owing to its location, the
Philippines is highly vulnerable to these twin im-
pacts. Ironically, too, the country bears the brunt
of destructive typhoons and floods even while its
contribution to greenhouse gas emissions that
trigger global warming is minuscule.

In 1945, representatives of 50 countries met
in San Francisco at the United Nations Confer-
ence on International Organization to draw up
the United Nations Charter. The United Nations
officially came into existence on 24 October 1945,
when the Charter had been ratified by a majority
of signatories.

k·~·
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Somany te ~\.poraryemployees are
in governmeht, and relatively few
are given sechrity of tenure - that's
what SenatejlMajOrity Leader Joel
Villanueva is ~rging the Civil Service
Commission ,CSC)to address.

Sp~cifically, he wants the CSC
to adqress the high number of job
order (JO) and contract of service
(CaS) employees in government by
provi*,ing thqm security of tenure,
especi lly if they have civil service
eligibi ity.

lilt's about ~timethat we address
the issue of contractualization in
goverrlment," said Villanueva.

Data cited llY the senator showed
that while ther~ are 170,688unfilled
permanent positions in government,

642,077 employees are under JO or
cas status and represent 26.07percent
of the entire government workforce.

''We have been raising the issue of
unfilled positions in government dur-
ing budget hearings since we became
a senator in 2016;and the number of
JOs and cas workers in government
remains a problem," he said.

CSC records show that the top
government agencies with the big-
gest number of JO and cas employ-
ees are the Departments of Public
Works and Highways (DPWH) at
22,457; of Education (DepEd) at
12,465;of Health (DOH), 8,188;of So-
cial Welfare and Devel-
opment (DSWD),7,340,
and of Environment
and Natural Resources
(DENR), 5,487.

The same data also showed that
these agencies have the following
unfilled positions: DPWH with
3,180;DepEd with 47,034;DOH with
21,038;DSWD with 381, and DENR
with 2,430.

Villanueva acknowledged that
despite the big number of unfilled
positions in different government
agencies, most JO and cas employ-
ees are not qualified to apply for
them because they lack civil service
eligibility.

As such, he has filed Senate Bill
568, which will institutionalize the
Skills Certificate Equivalency Pro-

gram and grant civil service eligi-
bility- to graduates of technical and
vocational education and training
courses who are holders of a National
Certificate issued by the Technical
Education and Skills Development
Authority (TESDA).

The senator, an advocate for work-
ers' rights, also filed Senate Bill 131,
the proposed Civil ServiceSecurity of
Tenure Act, which will provide per-
manent appointment and automatic
civilserviceeligibilityfor allcasualand
contractual government employees
who have rendered at least five years
in service in the national government

and sixyears in localgovernment units
and have at least a satisfactory rating
for at least three years.

Villanueva, who formerly headed
the TESDA, also lauded the move of
the CSCto give "preferential rating"
for JOs and cas in the next civil
service examination which will put
into consideration their number of
years in service.

"This is a welcome development
on the part of the CSC to secure jobs
for JO and cas workers in the gov-
ernment. Let's end 'endo' (a casual
term for contractualization) in goy-
ernment once and for all," he said.


