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NEDA prepares issuance:
_of Publu: Service Act IR& ‘

By LQUELLA DESIDERIO

The National Economic and Develﬂpmen;t Auttmrl.ty
(NEDA) is looking to issue the implementing rules
regulations of the amended Public Service Act (P5
within the month.

“We are still trying to release s before the end.
of this month because we committed that,” NEDA Secretary
Arsenio Balisacan said.

NEDA, however, is looking at a graduated issuance of
the rules as there are many agencies involved that needk:
fugn ﬂ'\:—: IRR

- that coordination with many other a
might take us long. So we are looking at that pmmh!l
of graduated issuance depﬂndmg on how quickly we -:a?
reconcile concerns of other agencies,” he said.

in coordination with NEDA, the following agmﬂegw@

romulgate the IRR of the law: Civil Aero

ijvﬂﬁmuﬁmiuﬂmnt}'af the Philippines, Dep:
mmt ﬂ;f Energy, Department of Environment and Nnt\uai
Resources, Deparlment of Information and Communica-
tions Technology, Department of Transportation, Ener
Regulatu Comunission, Land Transportation Tranchisir

tory Board, Land Transportation Office,

Wa!:er Utilities Administration, Maritime Industry Au-
thority, Metropolitan Waterworks and Sewerage System,
National Telecommunications Commission, National Tﬁﬁtﬂr
Resources Board, Phili N aﬂorw.l Railways, Philippine
Ports Authority, and Toll Res Board. [

Republic Act 11659, which amended the PSA, was signed

former p Rodrigo Duterte last March 21,

Under amended PSA. full foreign ownership will
be allowed in telecommunications, domestic shipping, .
railways, subways, airlines, airports, expressways and
tollways.

Prior to the val of the law, foreign ownership in
the sectors was himited to 40 p&men |

Balisacan said earlier the implementation of the amend-
ed PSA, along with mmﬂc]liemhmﬂonreforms paﬂﬂed.
during the previous administration such as the amend
ments to the Fm'uﬂgn Investments Act (FIA) and Retml
Trade Liberalization (RTL) Act, would enable the EDu.l'Itl? -
t0 get more investments.

Under the amended FIA, famgnﬁ::macanmvestwg
100 percent in a domestic enterprise, unless participation
is prohibited or limited by existing laws.

The amended RTL, meanwhile, reduced the minimum
paid-up capital for foreign investors in the retail sector to
P25 million from the previous $2.5 million. :

“These reforms would attract high-value and innova-
tion-driven investments which, in turn, could gEl'IEI'EE

“more and quahl:_-,r employment,” Balisacan said,
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Effective forest protectibr;r

AM never impressed by pho-

tos of news reports about the
confiscation of illegal logs or
flitches that have been poached
from our forests. The damage
has been done Those atrested
in these instances are mere
drivers delweqmg goods from
one place 1o another. Where are
those who hired them and who
are ultimately behind this illicit
business of cutting trees from
our public forests? Who are the
masterminds and who are the
consumers! These are the essen-
tial elements that must be dealt
with. Catching mere driversisa
charade that has no impact on
the prevention of future poach-
ing. Usually, such arrests seem
to just stop there. Nothing is ac-
complished, no other trees are
saved, hardly anyone except the
unfortunate clueless drivers are
charged, This is not authentic
protection of our foresis at all,

Moteover, what happens to
the valuable wood? Sometimes
it mysteriously disappears, or it
is given to a government agency
to use because it is a government
agency. So, we have hardwood
school desks, hardwood patches

in need-of-repair government

buildings, all a wasteful us:
of the wood which, at the veryr
least, shauld be auctioned off to

EEt SDme Teturm far the povern-
ment agency in ch:arge or funds

for the National Treasury.
It is really time to be more al-

AMBIENT
- VOICES

MA. ISABEL
ONGPIN

fective in the protection of our
forest reserves and the punish-
ment of those who steal them.
One of the obvious steps is to
have a strong and large bat-
talion of trained forest rangers
who can stand up to poachers.
In numbers there is strength. A
lone ranger or two will not be ef-
fective because they will not have
the clout to enforce the law. They
have to be many, well-trained,
well-equipped and able to call
reinforcements, whetherthe PNP
(Philippine National Police) or
other rangers, when necessary. As
of now, they are left defenseless
against criminal elements for
which many have lost their lives,
What happened in the Ma-
sungi Georeserve in Rizal was
that the protectars were over-
whelmed though not intimi-
dated by armed men. They ha
1o call for reinforcements which

the Department of the Interior
and Local Government was able

to provide. This came only with
the media publicity shurwmg
what was happening. Other-
wise, the armed men wonld
have had their way because they

| were mare in number than the
“defenders. In most other forests,

there is no media monitoring
the situation and so poachers
literally get away with murder,
The DENR (Department of
Environment and Natural Re-
sources) has to have a proper
budget adequate enough for for-
esl protection, It should have a
seriously provident outlay for the
required number of lorest rangers
5038 to be effective in prevent-
ing tree poaching. Mere is where
ecONOMIZINgG on expenses can
cause more costly depredation.
We have too many cases of
forest rangers killed in the line
of duty. The Philippines, unfor-
tunately, is one of the top five
countries where environmental
protectors and envirenmental-
ists are literally done away with.
This is intolerable and cries to
high heaven for redress. It is not
just a matter of justice for those
killed which is vital, but also
for defense of the environment
which at this point is critical.
Government should also re-
cTuit private environmental
groups to assist it in their work to
protect ourenvironmental assets.
Public-private partnership could
be a boon 1o this effort. It is time
10 be creative and imaginative on
how to defend the enyironment.
Moreover, there should be a
nationwide education program
about the value and TECEssity
of keeping our trees intact, This
effort shoatld not be confined to
forested areas but everywhere.
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In urban areas, people alsor oot
down trees because of ignorance
prthe mistaken notion thatitis
better than sweeping up their
shed leaves. Ethnic minorities
usually|know that rees are im-
portant to-their environment,
bat sometimes they ate in-
veigled by ouisiders to cut trees
because of livelihood searcity:
Here is where assistance in:giv-
ing livelihood projects or means
to earn a living should come in
from government soUTCes OF pri-
vate entities in partnership with
the government, |t should be a
jgovernment task with a budget
0 help Indigenous People have
i healthy livelihood so that
the forests they live neafior
im are not cut down. They can
hecﬂme;fmest rangers propeily
srpported and led. Or, private
parties should be encouraged to
hire them to give them a source
of income, If there is focus on
the subject, there will surely be
solutions to the problems.

And finally, should there be
cases of forest poaching, the
riasterminds and ultimate ben-
eficiaries of this environmental
crime must be brought ta the
bar of justice with adeguate
evidence from meticulous law
enforcement so as to be con-
victed and receive the punish-
ment due them

Destruction of environmental
visets isa high crime that must
2 stopped and punished,
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Las Piﬁas—Pai'aﬂaque Wetland Park

lbert Einstein ance sald “Do
not grow old, no matter how
long you live, Never cease to
like curdous children
before the great mystery into which
we were born.”

As a person who grew up near
the southern part of Manila Bay, I
have always been curious about the
development surrounding the bay
area. When we were young, we used
to visit the beaches in Zapote and
Las Pifias for a family picnic, espe-
cially during Pista ni San Juan when
everybody trooped to the beach to
enjoy the clear water of Manila Bay.
When [ was studying in Manila, 1 saw
i‘he;authpart of the bay from Para-
fiaque to Bacoor being reclaimed for
the construction of the Manila Cavite
Coastal Road. I also saw the opening
of the Coastal Road in 1985 and its
full conversion to a tollway in 1995.

When the Coastal Road was opened
in 1985, two mysterious islands ap-
peared off the coast of Las Pifias and
Parafiaque. According to stories, the
excess reclarnation soil and the tons
of garbage from Manila Bay as well as
‘thosa coming from its tributaries cre—

ated the artificial islands. They ware

originally barren, and in fact attracted
informal settlers who freely lived in

the islands, thus the name Freedom
Tsland, but eventually, vegetation
Erew and mangroves were planted to
prevent the islands from erosion. The
islands also attracted wildlife, mostly
birds, both indigenous and migratory,

that would lead to the islands being a
declared protected habitat. Informal
settlers were later on asked to leave,

INTERTWINED

and the is-
lands are now
under the are
of the Dejpart-
ment of En-
Vironment
and Natgral
Rezolirces

On Apuil 22, 2007, the two in-
terconneted islands were [ormally
declared s a Critical Habitat by
the Philipyine gﬂ-‘l’El‘I‘ll'ﬂt“'lt through
Presidential Pmc]amatiﬂﬁ No. 1432,
It became uff:ﬂa]l}’r.al.]fd Las Pifias~
Parafiaque Habitat and Ecotonrism
Area or LEACHEA LPPCHEA covered
175 hectares compdsed of Long Island
in Las Pifas and| Freedom Island
in Parafiec ue. It 'lras included asa
Ramsar w=and of international im-
portance on March 15, 2013

Ramsar Zonvention on Wetlands of
Interndtionl 1 Espacially as
Waterfowl Habitat is an internarional
treaty for the conservation and sus-
tainable usz¢ of The Philip-
pines has & ght sites on the Ramsar
list, includ 1ig Tubbataha, Olango and
Apusan Marsh, and only LPPCHEA g
located in the bustling capital Manlla,
LPPCHEA = now called Las Pifias-
Parafiague Wetland Park (LPPWE)
after the Ratnsar indlusion.

| SENIOR
| BYAHERO

‘ JOSEPH BALUTIZTA
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“Not many people using Cavitex daily
know that there's an ecotorism area
right beside the tollway. I often see the
mangrove [orest and the migratory birds
from the distance whenever I drive along
Cavitex and have often wondered what"s
inside the mangrove forest.

An opportunity to visit LPFWT came
recently with the birdwatching activity
organized by the Wild Bird Club of the
Philippines. In celebration of the World
Migratory Bird Day, the club came up
with an activity to identify migratory
birds as well as endemic birds in the
park. I signed up immediately.

The entrance to LPPWP is located
right before the toll gate going south.

From the entrance, there's a narrow road |

leading to the visitor center where the
Wetland Center Complex is located. The
complex houses the LPPWP office, open
space auditorium and museum. Located
near the complex is the Bambusetum, a
collection of Philippine bamboovarieties
to Buhong Dilaw to Kawayang Tinik In
the middle of Bambusetum is a sculpture
called “Intertwined" highlighting the
inseparable link between man and nature.
Wewere met by the mmembers of Wild
Bird Club who explained to us that from
October to February, migratory birds like
Little Egret, Black-Crowned Night Heron
and Commeon Moorhen coming from
Siberia, China and Japan come to the
parkto escape the cold weather. We were
also given binoculars and sheet of paper
containing the Hst of birds which we can
see during the birdwatching activity.
From the center complex, we took

the trail leading to Freedom Iskmd, the
center of birdwatching activily in the
park. Along the way, we saw the many
varieties of endemic trees planted along
the trail. They include agoho, aagaw,
nilad (where the name of Mania came
from) and kamuning, which 1 saw for
the first time. I also notived that 110 non-
native trees like mahogany and gemiling
are planted on the park

We spent more than two hoi's look-
ing for birds. We saw Black-winged
stlits, Common Sandpipers, Goey-tailed
Tattlers, Whiskered Terns, Black-crown
Night Herons and hundreds of Little
Egrets, and many more. They were ev-
erywhere, on trees, on ponds, on the
mangrove forest and on rocks. The
guides also taught us not only tr, ook for
birds, but to listen to themn. We earned
that each bird species makes its own
unigue sound,

The birdwatching activity which we
joined transported us to a place in the
metropolis which we never knew xisted.
Walking on the board walk in the middle
of the mangrove forest with litt e egrets
flying around, it's hard to believ2 that I
was only a few meters from a tnisy ex-
pressway. | then realized that the reason
why the mysterious islands were reated |
out of garbage and refuse from r2 lama-
tion was to provide habitat for weary
birds and escape for tired urban souls.

(The quthor is a sendor who recently
retired, His taste for adventure has not kept
him from travelling, usually via not-so- |
usual routes.)
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Debt-for-nature swap a way
to fight climate‘injustice’

T has long been an inconvenient truth — the world's poor na-
I tions are the most vulnerable to climate change. But that is not
their only lament; they are also wallowing in debt. ;

Economically strapped countries are caught in what has been
deseribed as a “Sisyphean trap” — they borrow money to protect
themselves from the effects of global warming, only to suffer huge
losses as storms become more intense and sea levels continue to rise.

5o they borrow again to rebuild and become resilient after the
disasters, and the cyde continues. :

Atthe end of theirannual meetings in Washington lastweelk, the World
Bank and the International Monetary Fund (IMF) dissected ways to ad-
dress dimate and development needs. Ameng other things, a fund was
proposed that will provide grant payments to developing countries that

But the finance ministers

of 20 countries that are most The World Bank 5’-'"1' 5
mm?gd hycgmzte change  that 58 percent of
are offering a far better op- 5 '
tion — a debt-for-nature the ].mrfdﬁ pﬂOFESt
swap, in which part of a na- countries are at
tion's debt is wiped out and : i
PRl risk or are in “debt
Eaﬂhﬁ;ﬁuﬁm iuim bor  distress.” A debt
o rrowed f
ime." e MohamadNasheed,  Felief advocacy
the former presidentofthe Mal-  group says the share
dives, an island nation in danger
WAttt Of government
within this century if the tise it reyenues that go
sea levels is not chedked. i . i
Stressing the gravity of the into paying fpre:gn
situation, Nasheed said these  dfebts nearly tripled
debtor countries are threaten- - :
10 bt e pan s es to 17.4 percent
until climate change issues  between 2011 and
are properly addressed. 2020. hy &

Nasheed wants developing i‘
countries and low-lying island Wi
nations to be compensated for losses and damage brought about by di-
mate change. And rightly so. The United States, China and other wealthy
hmmamnppmadmmm:ﬁnﬂ,ﬁmiw be legally
boumd to settle disaster daims by poorer nations, Ly

That i where the injustice lies. The biggest polluters blatanty refiise
tn accept responsibility for their misdeeds. =

The hesitancy is evidentin the statement of John Kerry, the United States

- special envay for dimate change: *In all honesty; the most importang__

thing that we can do is stop, mitigate enough that we prevent loss and
damage. The next most imponant thing we can do is help people adapt
to.the damage that's already there And we have a limited, you know,

vifre.not — you tell me the govemment in the world that has trillions

of dollars, ‘ciuse thar's what it costs.”

17.4 percent between 2011 and 2020, | \

The World Banksays that 58 percent of the world's poorest countries are
atmiskorarein “debt distress.” And they nust spend from $ 290 billion to
$580 hillion annually by 2030to © im climate-induced calamities,

Nasheed said that if such debrs were aut by 30 percent and the savings

| invested in climate mitigation prjects, “it would have a huze impact”

There are signs that the IMF is wasming up 10 the idea of a
debt swap. Kristalina Georgieva, the IMF head, had pledged to
work with the World Bank to *advance that option” at the UN
climate summit in Epypt in November.

In a pre-summit meeting earlie r this month in Kinshaa, the Demio-
aratic Republic of Congo, the Phili spines was choser (o o fcilitate and
lead the discussion on the global : genda for dimate (iance

Robert E.A. Borje, the Philippines’ Climate Change Commis-
ston vice chairman and executive director, focused the discussion
on the commitments of devel pment nations 1o st2p 11p climate
finance delivery to at-risk coun tries,

Borje also stressed the need 1o le *innovative, creative and flexible”
in tapping public and private souces for finandial aid in achieving low-

| carbon and dimate-resilient development.

We need to get more involved in formulating limate policy
directions. Qur survival as a country depends on it
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- Revisiting the Samal Bridge

Wea, Dabawenyos,

1] salivate in Cebu City,
What Metro Manila, and
militates other places having
against the  their bridges and
way DPWH  yide highways.
wanted to The much
carry out hyllyhooed Samal
the project I8 Bridge cannot even
that there is  gaie off from its
a solution to  pianning stage.
the potential  planning projects
W involve three Ps
: — politicians, planners,
undertaking  and people. In the
and get case of Samal Bridge,
surprisingly  only politicians and
ignores this. planners had been

talking sinoe day one.
" The intransigence of the
Department of Public Works and
Highways in taking into consideration
vital issues of concerns raised by

stakeholders derailed the project.
If DPWH and its Chinese
contractors insist on setting up
the massive bridge infrastructures
pn the sites they wanted o land
in Samal island that action would
totally destroy the rich coral reefs

which are part of the remaining two

percent viable corals in the country.
The environmental impact is simply

ignored by politicians, DPWH and

DENR.
The Rodriguez family who owns

the first resort on the island — the

Paradise Resort — had, since time
immemorial, guarded the coral reefs
and other marine life in the area
from dynamite fishermen and coral
eollectors. The resort is fronting the
reef, If you see a variety of fishes as
you wade by the beach you can be
sure these came from the coral reefs
and diverse marine resources in the
area which are veritable spawning
grounds of fishes, octopuses, and
squids to name a few.

The Rodriguez family is not alone
in expressing their concerns ahout
the environmental impact of the
bridge as stoically planned by DPWH.
Ta save the coral reefs the Rodriguez

~and the Lucas family had offered a
part of the valuable properties they
owned not far from where the DPWH
and the Department of Environment
and Natural Resources wisemen had
approved without thinking.

Don'l get me wrong i [ ralse a
red flag on this project undertaking.

1 am all for this bridge and in my

small way had been batting for it as
this will redound to the economic
benefits of the Island Garden City

SOUTHERN OPTICS
JUN LEDESMA

of Samal.

What militates against the way
DPWH wanted to earry out the
project is that there is a solution
to the potential stalemate in the
undertaking and yel surprisingly
ignores this.

Years back,
Japan submitted a
preliminary feasibility
study for the
construction of the
Davac-Samal Bridge,
That study focused
not. only on the bridge
per se but on the.
mﬁuwmmnllmpad.
on the Davao Guif
marine resources,
It, therefore,
proposed several
alternatives which
comprehend what
is environmentally
acceptable and HRodriguez
least eosily as it is and Lucas
the shortest distance Jumilies?
from Davao City and
Samal. Among these is a site in
Barangay Caliclic which is adjacent
to the property being donated by
the Rodriguez and Lucas family. It
merely requires a slight alignment
from where DPWH wanted to
anchor the hridge on the Samal
side,

The tenacmusnesa of DPWH invites
suspicion. Why would they insist on
procuring expensive real estate
properties instead of accepting the

66

The
tenaciousness
of DPWH
intites
suspicion.
Why would
they insist
Ofl Procuring
expensive
real estate
properties
instead of
accepiing the
donations
Srom

- donations from Rodriguez and Lucas

families? And why are yon putiing
words into the mouth of President
Ferdinand K. Marces Jr. saving
he will attend the groundbreaking
and the inaugural ceremonies of
the bridge? Is it a strategy to stifle
objections?

. On the other hand, what is the
interest of DENR ;:rfﬁt:iaéls in their
aequiescence over these shady
and surreptitious negotiations?

Then-president Rodrige Duterte
canceled the environmental
compliance certificates of a
reclamation project in Coron,
Palawan because of serious
violations, "Why have they
conventenily stomewalled Duterte's
action? Thzir silence is deafening,

DPWH and DENE in Davao
Region had been in the news for
some time: now, DPWH and its
contractors were identified as
the culprits behind the constant

| S
SRATOM

water supply disruption in Davao |
City. Their dredging equipment |

hit the Davao City Water District
transmisslon pipes, not in a lew
times. It was only when Mayor
Baste Duterte warned them of the
consequences that they became
cautipus with what they do.
DENR, on the olher hand, lel go
of illegal log ging operations (hal had
been flagrantly operating in Davap
del Norte aid Davao de Oro.
DPWH iz also famous for
constructiingg wave-like highwayvs
and DENR for its insensitivity
to the environment and natural

resources, And we wonder why |

the Cabinet Secretaries of these
two depariments have a very
high tolerance for fhe inepiness
and Inuotility of their regional
officials,
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Govturgedanew. .
to ban waste imports
E]?'ﬂl society groups advocating muntremppedﬁnmma'nalmng l

for a zero-waste and toxic-free
‘Philippines pressed the Marcos ad-
ministration to ban waste imports
jand ratify the Basel Convention

Ban Amendmeént that will protect

the country from the detrimental

impacts of exploitative plabal waste N

trade.
i During the General Assembly

of the EcoWaste Coalition, the |

groups passed a resolution urging
President Ferdinand “Bonghong”
Marros Jr. 1o ratify the Basel Con-
venlion Ban Amendment, an
international law prohibiting
hazardous waste exports from de-
veloped to developing countries.
To plug loopholesin current regu-
of recyclable materials containing
hazardous substances, the groups
further asked the President to declare
a national ban on all waste imponts,
*These twin policy measures
— ratifying the Basel Comvenlion
Ban Amendment and declaring a
comprehensive ban on wasle -
poris — are essential o provide our
country with a strong legal protec-
tion-against dumping and ensure
that the right of every Filipino w
a clean, healthy and sustainahle
environment isupheld,” said Aileen
Lucero, national coordinator at
EcoWaste Coalition.
Marian Ledesma, zero wasle
- at Greenpeace' Philip-
pines, emphasized that the Marcos
administration must make the
ratification of the Basel Convention
Ban Amendment a priority, asitis a
cracial step in protecting Filipinos
right 1o a healthy environment.
*Beyond safeguarding the Philip-
pines from hazardous waste and all
trade, it safeguards our nation from
e;ﬂmnuonhywmlﬂnﬁ states who

{in }I

the costs of their waste generation
to lower-income countries and be
made accountable for their o-wn
wasm sheaald. |

fmm thn: Fme Cnalmon, and

the Asia Environmental Enforce-

ment Award from the Wold Cus-

toms Organization and the United

Mations Environment Program.
*Our bitter experience with the

contaminated and illegal waste

imports from South Korea, Hong

Kong, Australia and Canada, which

arestill [reshin our people’s minds,

tells us that strong policies are '

nesded 1o end the entry of hazard-

s wasteand other wastes Lilo our

“territory. To protect the national

interest from the adverse effects of !

foreign waste dumping, let’s ratify

‘the Basel Convention Ban Amend-

ment and stop waste imports now, "
said Simon.

Aside from ratifying the Basel
Convention Ban Amendment and
imposing a national ban on waste

" imports, the EcoWaste Coalition

and its member groups are dlso
urping the authorities to stop plastic
pollution at source, ban single-use
plastics, list non-environmentally '
acceptable products and packaging '
for phase out, and dedlare govemn-
meril's cCommitrmenit to a 2ero waste
and non-torde dreular economy.,
. EIREENE JAIREE GOMEZ

e
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Ratification of Basel Convention Ban
Amendment on foreign waste pressed

By JowaTHAN L. MayUGa
W iiionlpryegs

C IVIL-50CIETY

organizations pushing for

Aseto waste and a toxics:

free Fhilippmes are appealing

te the Marcos administration to

adapt key measures to protect

the country frem the detrimental

irnpacts of the global waste trade,
At the recently concluded

General Assembly of the EcoWasts

Coalition, a resclution was passed

urging President Ferdinand B.

. Margos Jr, to ratify the Basel

Convention Ban Amendment,

an intertiational law prohibiting

hazardeus waste exports from

developed to developing countries.

Teo dare, 1UL parties have
ralilied the said amendment,
which entered into foree on
December 5, 2019

I a news release, they further
asied the President to declare a
national ban on all waste impart

to plug loopholes in current.
regulalions that parmit importing
recyclabile materials containing
hasardous substances.

"These twin policy measures—
ratifyving tha Basel Convention
Ban Amendment and declaring
a cormprehensive bat on waste
imports—are essential to provide
our crmtry with a strong lagal
protection against damping and
ensure that the right of every
Filiping to a clean, healthy
and sustainable anyironment
is upheld.” said Aileen Lucero,
MNational Coordinator of
EcoWaste Coalition.

“It's our turn to shut our

doore to illegal and ‘legal’ waste

imports and zend an unequivaosal

- message to waste brokers and

traffickers thal we are dumping
srounds no more.!

“The Marcos administration
tust make the ratification of the
Bazel Conpention Ban Amendment
a prioriky, asitis a crucial step

in protectmg 7 Tipinas' right to
a healthy envir ment. Beyond
safeguarding “le Philippines

' from hazardo 15 waste and all the

associated rislo: ceeated by wazte
trade, it safeg srds our nation
from eaploitation by wealthicr
stated who mes t be stopped from
externalizing t 2e costs of their
waste ceneration to lower fncome
counilries and ke made accountable
tor thieir ciwm waste.” said Marian
Ledesma, Zerao Waste Campaigner,
Greenpeace Fhillippines.

Aside from ratifying the Hasel
Convention Bann Amandment
and imposing 3 national ban on
waste inports, the BEcolWaste
Coalition and its member sroups
are alsourging the authorities to

" stop plastic pal ntion at source,

ban single-uss plastics, list non-
erviromnmentall racceptable
products and v rkaging for phase-
out, and declare government’s
COTRIMITMEnt Lo a Zero waste an
nom-toxic circill ay ecopory.
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PBBM commends
LGU role in mitigating
dimate-change impacts

in Leyte speech

By SaMueL P MERENILLA
W @ modanilla

cos Jr. on Thursday recognized

the big role of local government

units (LGU) in the country's efforts to

combat the effects of climatechange.

In his speech during the 75th Or-
moc City Diamond Charter Day cel-

ebration in Leyte, Marcos discussed

how a localized climate action plan

helped the national government inits

PREEIDF.N T Ferdinand B. Mar-

fur coming out with its Local Climate
Change Action Plan 2016-2025.

“It is commendable that you have
given emphasis to initiatives that ad-
dress thevulnerability tonaturalhaz-
ardsand climate change," said Marcos
addressing thelecalofficialsof Ormoc.

The plan also inchades the use of
renewahle energy in Ormac, which
is expected to reduce global carbon
emnissions in the city.

“| look forward to these advance---

mentsﬂmtwﬂlj'ie]ai‘tulmmmﬂsbcnfﬁ

EFRITEIL LT

SAEAL e

effortstomitigate theeffects ofglubal
warming at the grassroots level
" He has repeatedly raised his (on-
eern on ¢limate change since the
country is among nations, which are
vulnerable to the rising sealevels and
extreme weather incidents it caies,
Under the Climate Chang-e Lctof
2009, LGUs are recognizedas “front-
lineagenciesin the formulation, 2.an-
ning and implementation of climate
action plansin theirrespectiveareas”
Marcos landed the Ormoe LGU

cial ko the enyironment, OUr eco7 20y,
and our people,” the President sa d.

Aside from its climate change-
related initiatives, Marcos alio ac-
knowledged Ormoc LGU's fincial
Protection Program for Adolescent
Mothers and their Children 33d a
successful novel coronavirus d sease
(Covid-19) vaccination.

The President said he hopes Or-
moc ity will also sustain ity pro-
-grams, which seeks to help accress
food security.

T it U, o SR
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R&adyr. for a quantum leap: Philippinesis
open for business

l}r t:arl E Ballhl

pandemic disrupted its path to its envisioned progress. The

F ] YHE Phlhppmes was on its way to econamic progress until the

consolation of this

With the easing of the economic
restrictions, there s oplimism that

the economy will be able to rebound -

immediately. Magsive investments
in infrasteaceure are obzervable, The
adoption of sound fiscaland monetary
policies and several business-friendly
reforms have attained for the country
consecutive positive investment grade
credit ratings. There is a pezféiv&bl::
improvement it the country’s profile

in theloral andinternational business -

communities. This laid the ground-
work to attract more forelgn direct
investments and the expansion of the
Jdumnestic enterprises,

_The Fhilippine Chamber of Com-

e and Industry (PCCI), !p;dng*—'

the voice of business in the Philip-
pines, declared that the Philippines
iz ready and open for business. This

optimism [illed the air of the 48th:
Philippine Business Conference and.

Expo (PBC & E) held on October 18
and 20 at the Manila Hotel. The busi-
nezzpeoplefrom all overthe counry,
as well as puests from all over the
world, flocked to engage in discus-
sions curated to benefit business it
Parf:iéularandthc countryingeneral.
The Exposition chaired by Mila Lac-
son'was abighit communicating the
readiness of Philippine husinesses,
especially the MSMEs.

The new administration, throngh
the presidentandvice president then-
selves, aswellaskeyCabinet members,
took turnsin presenting tothe private
and business sectors the governance
agenda acrnss various areaz of the
Filipine lives.

The PCCIL through its President
George Barcelon, handed to, Presi-

dent Ferdinand Marcos Jr a 10-point
resolution, hlfﬂr:h acc.m-d;ng o Mr

experience is that it affected even
the most developed countries and
d the further strengthening of the strong and resilient economic
mmentals The role of the private sector cannot be understated, ©
both in good times and in bad

t the adversity may have trig-

b
IS

-
nga_rdu[.a:aun Chairofl the Commi -
tee tasked to craftit, is probably the
mugtqnﬁ@rchcnﬁwc focusing onthe
icdaevelopme: |
Cﬂmym;mnswemm ]'!aﬁnnwldn
ti:gr thie Area V‘mé Presidents ¢f
and other business associz-
nggm &wmﬂnm' red tas

President that “[f you cnmplqﬁgnl"

all of

these, it will lead to a quantury
leap thatsolves all themaj g

of the countrp”

Thefh‘stmmluhumﬁﬂnFuud S.Qtu- |

rity. It urges the national government
to achieve food security bys

1) amendingthe Agrarian Refarn
Law to increase land rﬁeﬁl‘im h.'l:ri'
from 5to 24 hectares, .

7) implementing: it '

tionprogramfor rELzan:
-nfﬁgranmﬂsfurmﬂ-ﬁ‘tﬂrhi‘?.ﬂrﬁ
3) Lumrq::'h.ﬂgﬂnﬁ.lﬁi:atas Lanx

Ownership Award (C] Qﬁ.ﬂim L
titles. H
Thesecondresolutionison Healtly
Thiz reanlution nrges the nationa
government to reform the PhilHealth
into a science-based and transparet
healthcare system and to encoutrage
Public-Private Partnerships (PEP) in
tha impiementaﬁﬂn of the Universal
Healthrare Law.

Employment takes the third area
of concern of the business sector: The
resalution urges the national govern -
ment to wiork together with the private
sector to reenergize the economy by
supporting new investmants to

1) generate employment,

2} provide azsistance topandemir
surviving MSMEs,

3) amend all restrictive and puni-
tive labor laws and

4 enact laws that will il’u:r%ye
P!Gidllcnﬂty ! _

e TSN B
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By Krixia Subingsubing the Philippines. 44.5 percent felt “very or ex- iety van drive people ro adopt
@hrixiasING Generally, climate anxiety tremely terrified.” pro-environmental  behavior,

Climate anxiety is gripping
nearly half of the' world’s
. youth, who, while motivated
tn take actlon and help save
the planet, are hindered de-
pending on where they live,
according o a recent global
study that looked into how
climate change is hurting peo-
ple’s mental health.

The study, “Climate anx-
iety, well-being and pro-en-
vironmental action™ recently
published in the Journal of
Environmental Psychology,
sought to take the broadest
look at cliniate anxiety among
Over 10,000 university sou-
dents n 32 countries Including

is understood as the psycho-
logical distress—fear, shame,
guilt, weorry, hopelessness
and despair—caused by the
environment and climate cri-
518 oh people,

Extremely worried

Owerall, they found that
almost half of the young peo-
ple surveyed felt “very" or
“extremely” worried about cli-
mate change. Nearly a quarter
felt "Lerrified,” and even more
felt either "very” or "extreme-
ly" anxious,

In the Philippines, the
number is higher: 63 percent
of the 1,118 respondents felt
“extremely worried,” while

They found that climate
anxiety is directly related to
the amount of attention peo-

ple pay to climate news: not'

just the sheer volume of me-
dia exposure, but “the content
gf the information and the
amount of attention people
pay to it .7

. Information abour climate
change impacts also appears
wore strongly Hoked to climate
anxiery than information about
climate change solutions.

Unable to do anything

More slgnificantly, the
study found that the ability to
do something about it depends
on where they live. While anx-

this i i largely confined Lo West-
ern, democratic and relatvely
afflve nt countries.

Ir ‘contrast, people in the
Globud South or authoritarian
courities could be unable ‘to

engnge in climate action due to
finarsial or [lu:nlil:i-:r | barriers;

having insufficient I edge,
ar siniply lacking apparminiries
irrespective of hﬂw they feel

about climate chang:

Per example, only a dismal
51 percent of the Filipino re-
sponcients have attended cli-
mate protests or pagaged in
climate activism even though
the viuntry.is one of the most
vulneratile' To climate im-
pacts, ™o
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PERSPECTIVE
Are climate summits a waste of time?
B'I’FEI.I* DODDS AND CHRISSPENCE  hold. these summits could be beuer negotiators and a smaller number of  exceptforall the others. The same applies
1 spent on sometking elsed other stakeholders — met in person.  to multilateralism and dlimate change. I

HEW YORE: Mext month, the latest  Even when agreement is reached, say  This, they say, would render it more s flawed, frustrating and at times agoniz-

annual United Nations climate ex-
travaganza, COPI7, will take place
in Sharm el-Sheikn, Bgypt. Last year
it was in Glasgow. Nextyear it will be
held in [jilum roll please} ... Dubai!

These hig climate 2vems have been
around a long time Since 1995, there
has been a climat: COP [short for
‘Conference of the I'arties”) every year
excepd 2020, when it was postponed due
io the Covid pandem iz, Chver the years,
the COP rgadshow has traveled far and
wide. From Berlin to ‘huenos Aires, Kyo-
to 10 Caneudn, and Bal | 1o Marakesh, the
COPs have criss-crosed the globe with
the aim of fmessing new agreements to
see off the $pecter of | mate change.

These anfical sunrnnlis generate a lot
of interest, [The most recent event in
Glasgow atiracted ten: of thousands
of participants. Warld leaders and
celebrities pfien jet n and join the
throng while the glob:l media reports
every move jn the corridors of power
and concernpd citizens protest outside.
And yet the COPs are caly the tip of
the proverbial iceberg when it comes
ta LIN-sponsored climate meetings.

If you add the several preparatory
meetings in 1]1& lead-up to the COPs,
plus a host of workshops and other
events by virious expert technical
groups, you're easily |3aking at sev-
eral dozen gatherings rvery vear

Each event!is suppored to help us
mive the neqd'.e on ¢l ‘mate change
keeping our warming world within the
1.5 Celsiug Iilimhnld teyond which
we face potentially catzsirophic con
SPCJUPNCES. IhltL:.'hat. exzorly, do all of
these many meetings accemplish? Are
they feallg,rwmri all thistine and effort?

The cllmatf bandvragon

'There are plentyiof arguments against bet-
ting the climate circus continue iis end-
bees circuit, For ajstan, sciene tellsus that
in spite of all the many mestings held,
we're siill on 3 dangerous pith, Groups
like Carban Actibn Tracker estimate that
we're currently dn track for' somewliere
between 1.8-2.74C, with the lower num-
ber representing their mo:t optimistic
— and Jeast likely — scemario. This is

clearly well above where we nieed to be.

Another common complzint iz that
UN climate COPs are mas:v just 1alk-
ing shope; in Greta Thunberg's words,
too much “blah) Blah, blah® and not
endugh action. For all th: millions,
even billions, of words uttered at
these events, they can ofien end in
acrimomy with little of wwhstance
agreed. Surely, the money used 1o

the critics, there is 1o guarantes povern-
menis and ocher stakeholders will keep
their pledges. History is litered with bro-
ken promises and diplomatic treaties that
aren't worth the paper they're written on.
These argurnents are all credible
and we don't disagree with any of
them. But here's the thing. For all
their weaknesses and flaws, these
summits actually matter a lot.

Like a rolling stone...

First, the United Mations climate process
has definitzly moved the needle when it
comes o our response to climate change,
When the UN climate treaty was first
signed in 1992, it triggered 2 wave of
national laws, policies and regulations
that have rippled out across every coun-
try on earth. This process has started to
shift almest every aspect of our modeen
economic system away from 200 years
of reliznce on fossil fuels,

Take aur global energy systems, for
instance. From being a nicke market in
the 19805 that could not compete on
cost with coal, oil and gas-generated
ebectricity, [n 2020 solar power became
the cheapest source of electricity in
history. The technology behind both
golar and wind have moved cnin leaps

and bounds since the 1990s, thanks

in large pan to the flow-on eiffects of
international lawmaking,

The much-maligned Kyoto Protocol
of 1997, now largely superseded by
the 2015 Paris Agreement, brought the
privatesector firmly into the equation,
launching ¢acbon markets and spur-
ring private sector investment that has
begun 1o reshape ourglobal economy
away from its reliance on fossil fuels.

From electric vehicles 1o power gen-
eration to building design, the number
of changes catalyzed Ly our international
wink on dimatz change are 100 many to
list. Probably the best metric for judging
the LN dimate surmmits, however, is their
impact on Jong-term global warming,

In récent years, projections for the
expected long-term warming have fallen
from 2s much as 4-6°C before the

Paris Agreement was inked, to around -

1.B-2.7*C now, assuming we implement
pledgesmade at UN summits. And while
arnyhing #howe 1.5*C i sl very, very bad
and the need for more activn renvains ur-
gent, it's mol as unimaginably cetastrophic
as these higher numbers would be.
That's net tosay the UN climate pro-
cess can’t be improved. Some people
wiould like 1o see them shrink back to
their size in the early days, when just
2 couple of thousand people — key

manageable, reduce the carbon foot-
print, and make it less of 2 *circus.”
[There are arguments on both sides
here. While on the one hand it is true
that arguably only a few hundred
diplomaws could handle the haggling
over Uhe official UN documents under
negotiation, it is worth noting the im-
pact those other participants can have
Far a start, many new pledges and
promises are emenging on the sidelines
of the officizl negotiations; “coalitions
of the willing " wishing to make progress
in specific sectors like, sxy, green imvesi-
ment, electric vehicles, reducing methane
emissions or halting deforestation.

Last best hope

These alliances of governments, private

companies and other stakeholders are
able 1o make advances in speacific sectors
where the official UN negotiations —
which require consensus among more
than 190 governments — cannet. The
groups invalved in such coalitions chooss
to network, negotiate, and announce their
plans during the COPs because of the
public interess in these everis,

Atterd just one of these COPs and
you wiil soon notice how many connec
tions are made, partnerships are formed,
and ideas generated, by pariicipants not
involved in the formal UN business
af treaty-msaking. The benefts of these
meetings and collaborations aze hard
to measupe, but certainky considerable.

UN negotiations can often feel gla-
clal. With the scientific community —
and the daily news of extreme weather
events around the world — remind-
ing us of the need for urgency, it can
feel like the discussions are poing far
too slowly. Obvicusly, there is much
more to be done in 2 short space of
time given that we are stll huriling
towards some pretty frightening out-
comes without more progress. Still,
the LIN process has made 2 difference
and started to move the needle, even
ifitis not yer happening fas enowgh.

And what are the alternatives? No
single country or private entity stands a
chance of dealing with this threat alone.
Meithef Amazon nor Google can conjure
up an oaline answer to this type of prob-

+ lem. The U3 ot China can't "go it alone”

and no coalition of povernments has
been able 1o defiver what's needed. 1t is
clear, therefore, that a muleilateral, global
process imvohving all governments and
stakehol ders presents our only chance of
containing such a global threat.
Winston Churchill ance described de-
mecracy as the worst form of govemment

ingly slow. But it i still without doubt
our last best hope of success.

Stepping up

So what needs to happen a1 COP27
in Egypti Many are describing it 23
the “implementation COP* where we
begia to tutn pledges and well-laid
plans inte zction. There will be pres-
sure for countries to come with bolder
measures to reduce their national
emissions and for wealthier natons to
bring more money 1o the table when
it comes 19 supporting the developing
world. In panicular, more support for

-adaptation, as well as financial help

dealing with the loss and damage 2i:
ready wrought by climate change, will
need to be addressed promptly.

We will also need 1o see inspired
leadership. In our new hook, Herpes
of Emvironmental Diplomacy, we argue
that dedicated and committed individ-
uals can make a significant difference at
these events, Examples from the recent
past, such as the dedication of a hand-
ful of scientists and diplomats whe
helped ereate the Montreal Protocol
and save the ozone |ayer, show that we
can all play cur part in wurning the dde.

More recenily, Christiana Figueres,
the former head of the UN dimate of.
fice and one of the anchitects of the Fans
Agreement, i an example of the type of
leadership theat will be requived at the nex
COP: Figueres is an advocate of *stubborm
optimism” and the need 10 blend urgengy
with acion. We agree. Persistenice, com-
bined with a belief that there is still ime o
rivake a dilference, should be our guiding
[ight during this critical time.

Currently, the UK as hosts of COP26
still hold the climate presidency, which
they will hand ever afficially 12 Egypt
at the start of COP27 in November.
Glaspow exceeded many insiders’ expec-
wtions, with Alok Sharma delivering a
poised performance in spite of the LIK's
recent domestic political turmoil, How
will the incoming Egyptian presidency
step up 1o the challenge? And how will
the new UN dimate chief, Simon Siell,
approach this major meeting?

As we look to COPIT and beyond,
we wonder who the heroes of tomor-
row might be? With time running out,
we need environmental champions
now more than ever, IPs

Fefix Dodds and Cheis Spence have par-
ticipated in UN environmental negoiia-
tions since the 1390s, They co-edited
Heroes of Environmental Diplomacy:
Profiles in Coursge (Routledge, 2022).
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Fifth alarm
for the planet

El‘i 1 took an environ-
mental reporting course
last year, one of the most

important takeaways that

I leamed was th#t a majority of the
world's population consider reading or
learning about the environment “bor-
ing” and not “sexy” enough. There was
even a criticism from T readers
and online followers that media or-
ganizations are too “preachy” when it
comes to issues about the planet and
that they focus too much on “dooms-
day” scenarﬁls,lnmung off readers,
. rather &'lanmnmtngthemtﬂbecame
advocates,

At the end of the course, we were
to make environmental re-
porting “softer” and more “palatable®
to the audience. Our mentors showed
us varipus ways on how to deliver the
message more effectively, showing us
how te subtly use certain words in order
to zero in the message. There were also
sessions on how to nse social media
platforms, videos, and infographics to
make our preces “sexier."”

After months of training, | whole-
heartedly agree that there are various
creative ways in order for the message
of environment protection, sustain-
ability, and conservation to attract the
eyeballs needed for it to become an
effective message. However, | do not
agree on one thing — and that is to
ternper the scare regarding the fragile
__&tate of our planet.

Call me an alarmist but I have seen
eniough data, read enough research,
and listened to a lot of scientists and
environmentalists revealing the true
state of our one and only home. If
there is nothing that will be done in
the coming years, no drastic change in
our lifestyles, or that massive reliance
o1 coal and oil contimues unabated,
then [ don’t have any words of comfort
to say. Considering what [ know (and
I'm not even a science guy), [ want to
beat my chest and
we mﬂﬂm any chanice for future
generations to survive on this planet.

Emotions aside, I reached out to
friends at the ﬂ-mape Reality Philip-
[.!I:HEE aml asked them if I'm “sane
in my urgent call for attenuunfu the
planet's plight, They responded with
an ;rﬁﬁiemmmne Madriaga and
PR el i i
youth cluster of the m‘gm And
when T read what they wrote, I could
feel not only their passion for the

planet, but also their earnest call —

something like 2 fifth alarm during a
fire — that an orgent action niust be
done by each and every one of us.
Allow me to share portions of what
Danielle and Keith have written, both
in their 20s, about their sentiment on
ﬂ'wplangt’ia present condition.
the news nowadays can
feel like an endless scroll of priel—
of health ¢ ies, calamities,
hrmanity«ﬁmﬁﬁulmm, corruption,
and all-around chaos. All thewhile, the
earth hurtles toward jts thresholds. This
year, we rnarked the earliest ever ‘Earth
Dwrshmtmir the day when huian-
ity's demand for resources exceeds
what the earth can regenerate in that
year, The clock is counting down for us,
but instead of racing toward a better
reality, humanity is racing toward its

shmxmutluud that

nn: %‘iia;i EDITORS DESK
been this way,  JOWANNESLCHUA

though? Every
decade feels like thfwmt, yet here we
still stand. Huwrans are supvivors and
when the hour seems most dire, we
somehow find a way te pull through

"\We are nov7in that dire hour. We
are set to surpess 1.5-degree Celsius of
waru:ﬂ:g — thé mrning point for many
of the natural sistems that sustain us
— in the next ta & decades, Wher there
is mr‘uwhelmh'q rnolse from the many
crises at home 1t is easy to ignore the
suundﬁfﬂlﬂ 4 leaking until we sud-
denl}i find maiwa choking on the
fire’s smoke,

“What If we listened? What if we
cut through the: joise, cared maove, and
came together {3 save our one home’
We have not cotne this far only to get
this far. There v 15t be a redemption arc
waiting for us but how do we achieve
it? How do we siecure a livable worlc
for all?

“To changi everything, we need
everyone. We nzed intergenerational
solidarity.”

* Danielle and Keith concluded their
piece by saying that even though [o-
day's generaticn is the least respon-
sible for this crizis, young peopla have
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‘We must be clear: our |

iime is running out and

we cannot afford to |
keep climate change ar
the end of our long list

of crises. We need fast—
tracked and scaled-up

together mﬁ!wlefhl&llyachmue aba-ir
ter reality for all.”

Yes, we all have to act as one to ex-

 the fifth-alarm fire, because in

' the end, “there mmmm,mh_

nials, or Gen Frina vamr.‘.hmg Fm'th 5

}ahanrrﬁ L Chua I8 the edilor uj'{he
' Environmentt & Sustainability Section.
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SM Prime Holdingshold 2022 International Coastal Cleanup

together wrth SM Cares, SM By the Bay

SMHHEBA?MMMES'MEWHFGHTHETHHWHMHEIH :

COLLABORATION WITH DIFFERENT PRIVATE AND GOVERNMENT AGENCIES

SM Prime Holdings, together with
SM Cares and SM By the Bay once
again took part inthe annual Intema-
tional Coastal Cleanup (/CC), bring-
ing together thousands of volun-
teers into an event that underscored
the importance of protecting the
world's seas, oceans, and other

bodies of water, The event was held

last September 17 at the SM By the
Bay Central Park, SM Mall of Asia
Complex in|Pasay City.

A total of 2,438 volunteers joined
this year's ICC, composed of stu-
dents, professionals, and others from
different private and public organi-
zations. At the end of the activity, an
estimated 12,158 kgs oftrash, equiv-
alent to a total of 1,613 trash bags
filled, was successfully collected.

Among those who graced the event
were Climate Change Commission
Vice Chairperson Sec. Robert Borje,
Department of Environment and Nat-
ural Resources - National Capital
Region (DENR-NCR) Regional Execu
tive Director Jacqueline A. Caancan,
DENR-NCR Regional Executive Di-

rector for Technical Services Engr.
lgnacio R. Almira, DENR-NCR Re-.

gional Strategic Communication and
Initiatives Group Head Chris Villerin,
DENR-NCR Communication Devel
| opment Officer Il Ariz Abad, SM In-
vestments President and CEC and
2GO Group President and CEQ Fre-
deric DyBuncio, SM Prime Holdings
Inc. SVP Glenn Ang, SM Supermalls
SAVP for Operations Perkin So, SM
By the BAY Mall Manager Maria Char-
lene Claire K. Canoy-Narvasa and

PricgwaterhouseCoopars (wC) Phl

ippines’ Markets and Assurance Exec-
utive Director Allan Cao.

The ICC is a yearly global event that .

encourages individuals to be part of
the movement for cleaner seas and
oceans. Every year, thousands of Filip-
no volunteers from various sectors and
communities join the efforts to help
ensure. the cleanliness of the shore-
lines and waterways in the country.

“The International Coastal Clean Upis
part of the overall SM Green Move-
ment. As a proven responsible property
developer and community partner, SM
Prime's various Sustainability programs
across its malls, residences, hotels
andleisure properties promoteresource

conservation & environmental protec- |

tion for an improved quality of life in the
communities it serves,” said SM Su-
permalls SAVP for Operations Perkin
80

This year's event was made possible
by SM Offices, 2G0, PwC, Maynilad,
and Intemational Coastal Clean Up
Philippines. DENR-NCR, the Climate
Change Commission, and the Philip-
pine Coast Guard were also present to
provide their support. -

Aside from the annual ubsmranua of
ICC, other sustainability projects of SM
Cares include the Trash-To-Cash Recy-
cling Market where individuals can
drop off their recyclable waste in ex-
change for cash; the Plastic Waste and
Electronic Waste Collection Programs
which promotes responsible plastic
and electronic waste management af-

fBG0Ng our §eS, JUSL 10 nama 3 fau.

SMCares is tha corporate sccial responsibility arm r:-! SM
Prime Holdings, responsible for initiatives that promote
sustainability and the develcpment of the community. SM
Cares’ advocacies include programs on Women and
Breastfeeding Mothers, Persons with Disabilities, Senior
Citizens, and Children and Youth, a5 well as the Bike-
Friendly SM initiative, in addition to its Programs on
Environment.

Tolearn more about these, vis 't Wi 8maunermalls com/

SMEAras.
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MANTLA Water Co, Inc. said it will
build 12 additional sewage treat-
ment plants in|order to eomply
with its mandate and the Clean
Water Act '

Manils Water tly operates
41 trearment farilides eapable of
trearing up to 410 million lrers of
water per day LI,

In a statement yesterday, the
company said it targets to have
a toral of 53 wastewater facilities
with 1,156 MLD treaunent capac-
11:yw1'|.1=h will cover 100 perceat of

its concossion arca, tranals.nng to
a total of 715 kilometers of sewer
nerwoth to serve 7.0 million pnpu-
lation in the East Zone:

Manila Water did.aot mention
the amount it will spead for the ad-
diticinal Facilities but in a disclosure
ta the Philippine Stock Exchange
festerdar, it said it will spend P10
billicn for caPrI:aJ -r_xpnndmncsfncr
warer and wastewater pmqects in
the next five years.

“As Manila Water is commit-

ted o pmﬁ_dt: 24x7 clean and

potable warer to our customers,
we are also focused on protecting
the environment by making sure
thatwe properly dispose, treat

wastewarer and its by-products, as

these remain essential elements of

cour services” said Donna Peres,
‘head of westewater operations, in |
‘A statcmient '

The company smd ity w::.la.'p:wab:r

treatment plants cmploy vagious -
rechnologies. thar trear wastes

and pollution through a vatiety
of mechaaisms and prOCesses,

1 Water readles 12 more sewage Facﬂmes

.nduding the collection of sew-
ape and septage from houscholds
and establishments o . -omverance
as well a5 full rrearment and safe
disposal of by-products,
MamfaWntm it} 'u"kerva cus-
TEITETS 1N Malzar Tasig, Pareros,
Mgﬂkln-a Mﬂ_ﬂu_lli. I, Sm}uaﬂ.
'I'sg.ug,wme p<_. ol (e Ciiy
am,ﬂ ?di.n:la, ancl seveeal tomwens in
Rizal provinge that include’ lﬂ}'-mg
Tmaﬂﬂngonu, intipolo, Baris,
Binangonan, (ania, ban Mateo
@dw Mﬂh@w
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Shift to polymer banknotes
to result in P2.4 B savings

The Bangko Sentral n Pili inas
(BSP) will save as much as ion in
production costs in the mgomg shift to
polymer from paper-based banknotes.

During a recent bnefmg by the Sen-
ate Committee on Banks, Financial In-
stitutions and Currencies, BSF Deputy
Governor Mamerto Tangonan said that
estimates of potential savings from longer
bill lifespan stood at ’1.26
billion based on actual 2021 bank with-
drawals of new P1000 banknotes from
the central bank. :

“The longer lifespan of polymer
banknotes would translate into lower

replacement costs, hence higher produc-
« for natural fibers in the

tHon cost savings,"” Tangonan said.
Tangonan said polymer banknotes
lasts two and a half times to four limes
longer than paper-based banknotes.
Higher savin
would redound to hi for the
BSP, half of which accrues to the national
government in the form of dividends.
“Higher dividend remittance to na-
tional government can then be used to
fund government’s economic and social
ams,” the BSP offictal said. :

se include the flagship tuxy buy-

ing special proji ect of the Philippine -

Fiber Industry [ ment Authority
(PhilFIDA) that aims to produce higher
quahty abaca, as well as double farm and
income productivity.

Dthers include ﬁmdu'lgmrehmprba]

illion to F2.4

beds and classrooms, higher number of
household beneficiaries from 4Ps pro-
gram, mass housing units, among others,

The circulation test of the 100 million
pieces of P1,000 polymer banknotes is
ongoing alongside existing P1,000
paper banknotes.

TPolymer-based banknotes, Tangonan
explained, are more difficult to counter-
feit, more hygienic and sanitary, more
durable, environment-friendly; and maore
cost-effective. .

According to Tangonan, the country’s
abaca industry will continue to prosper
even with the shift to polymer banknotes
from paper bills amid demand
global market.

Tangonan said that the cm:uiatmntm
of 500 million pieces of F1,000 polymer
banknotes are estimated to affect just 0.2
to 0.4 of abaca farming jobs or
210 to 481 jobs, and 0.1 to 0.2 percent of
abaca export revenues of from PES to
F17 million,

“The estimates were based on the
assumption that abaca suppliers have
no alternative markets that is, it is a do-
nutlungscennnm However, the BSPﬁ‘Ll;K

recognizes the vast potential angn

The BSP official explained abaca
farmers do not directly supply abaca
to the central bank for production of

cotton-abaca paper bills, but-frlq;tply to

processors and exporters who s<1l abaca
pulp to minufa rs of specialty pa-
per abroad. ' ;

“The ghare of the estimated abaca
content of the Philippine banknotes to

total vehair e of abaca fiber production in
2020 is just aro two. Meanwhile, the
share of alxaca of our banknotes
to abaca exJort ings is less than two

centatis peak. That is, w hen the BSP
d multi-year procurement,” he said.

Senate Minority Leader Aquiline Pi-
mentel 1T is looking into the plan of the
BST to shift to polymer from paper-based
banknotes,

For her 'sart, Sen. Pia (_aw:tx no said
pul}rmfr-l:asned bills are non-bio wdegrad-
able as opp osed to paper banknotes that
use natural materials,

“When 1ve look at the =-11-:L'1|nab111tjr
picture, wi: alwayshave to take different
factors intd con . It may, in fact, use
less water. may have a smaller carbon
footprint, but'it wall not bindesrade, B
will stll be: there and it is - prm1u::tw¢
created arcl will stay there forever, as

opposed to abaca and cotion,” Cayetano
said during the in 13:
Cayetano, wh airs the Senate

Committeo on inable Development
Goals, Inrgwvation and Futures Think-
ing, also questioned the BSI's claim that
polymer bills use less water and can be

recycled into chairs and tables,
- Lﬂ-WI‘E!'ILL Lgnanﬂi
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dahil isa ito 58 agarang pa- linus bang ng
nyangailangan ng mga ma- pagkl aronng
mamayan. ra 2@ ref asilitasgyon a1 mo-

5A gjtna ng sunod-su-nod
na pagtama ng mga mala-
lakas na bagyo sa bansa,
miling nanawsgan si Pre-
sident Ferdinand “BBM"
Marcos, Jr. sa kasalulu-
yang Kongreso para sa
pagpapasa ng batas na lu-
millkha sa DWR o Dapart-
ment of Water Resources.

Matatardaan na sa kan-
yang kauna-unahang SOMA
o State of the Mation Address,
k33 56 mga naging ororily
hepistative agenda ni PEEM

ang ﬁta} rESOUTCES M-

Pangake ni PEBM, bikég-
yang salusyon ng kanyang
sdminisirasyon ang lumala-
lang problema sa kakula-
ngan ng supkay ng fresh wa-
ter 55 bansa na kailangang:
failangan s ores ng mga
kalamidad ﬂrmna I

Kagyatne ulos niya ang
karagdagang purifying sta-

tians nia kalangang keagad

na mailagay sa mga lLgar
nia limatamaan rg kalamidad

Fung may kakelangar
s malinig at maliram na -
big karagdagang problama
ang dulot riterdahil magrare-
Sulta ito 53 mga sakitne ka-
tulad ng chalera, diphthess,
at digrrmea na lubihang naka:
gazama s mga apekiadong
residente.

Habang wala pa ang
DR, s i PEEM na ipa-
tupad mung arg IWHRM o ang

Integrated Water Resounces

Menagamant o ang binwang
nathonalstratenic [ramework
fara £2 water managament,
policy making and planning
na ginawsa ng MWHE o Na-
tional Water Resources
Board ta pangunguna ni
Executive Director, Dr.
Sewillo G, David Jr., na may
konaultasyon sa lba't inang
stakeholders bago tumarma
ang coronayvinas dissase
2018 nardemic,

demisasion ng wated sup-
ply sysierys ga bapsa-na
karamilan ay nasa pstado

pang lagng 1956%.

Dianil na rin 43 NEgpape-
tuloy na rviibabang aptas ng
tubigg £ Ar gat Dam ga kabr

la vy mga sungd-sunod na
moa bagy 1, kinakailangan
na ang p3jhahanap|ng ka-
ragdagaric mpag}:iksmn
no fresh v der pare 5& Grés-
tar Manila Arega na linatz-
yang nasa gl 15
milllicm arig - popu :
Sanek araang 18ih Gon-
grass gy yaaprebahan ng
House Gymmities op Gov-
emment Fle organization aing
House Gorymitkas o Public
Warks sl Highways-ang
consalide bid Houss Bill Mo,
4944 pern abigong matala-
kay s& plunaryo. Habang
hind naman um

Ba kisalukuyar| i
hiwalay £n3 mandatg ng 50
QOVErTMENT agencies N2
may kingliman 3 Lsapic
g Waler Tanagems 1 kabi-
lang arg NW i
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Regasiic.of the Phifippines
o Efivirohimant and Mebral Rasources
WATER RESOURCES BOARD
B Fioae WLk Bldg, mqumﬂw
THE COEUMNS LEGATR VILLAGE
CONDOMINIIMN CORPORNTION,
Cose No. PE-3420

Appiliaant.

MOTICE OF HEARING

Thes i @0 appicaton for Cerficats of Public Convenlencs to aperte and mairtatn
A waterwarks Sysiam Wil The Colrmas | egeepl Wians Condaminshen, Barangay Sen
Liarenzo, Ml TRy, Medrs Maniia, wilh Tho follwiniy proposed rates

FROPOSED TARIFF
Feslderdial and inatihifions :

| Pipo e [0-Emtiming | Gi0mt L Vi | o1 a0 STanes [ S it |
__'_-I:_F.'?Eﬁ_ﬂ"_' LT T O S e T

Thisg appmaiﬁnnwiﬂhelwﬂllrhaw Ly thes Boscd on T Novemier 2022 The heatag
vl start al 8.00 o clock in the morning at the NWRBWUD Coaferenss Rosm, Bh
Floan, Wi Buliding, E0S6, Quezan City, atwhich time spplicant hall present it evdence

At lzasi fiftesn (15) days prier to the schedblod mearing. applicant shall puldizh
Mndbr-emmanﬂmpmq'nemmhmmnhmm by
persoe defiery o rgisienad s A =0y of i (1) appication ond is allclenonz, and
{1l biviss iz, fo Al ﬂmhacrpaﬂln':-paaﬂg, ¥ page 2 hefmil

Pamesawmadmmmqgnd'nanmm mus: file Eeir witten opposstion
supported by doeimentany #videace on o befors the Above schodua dam of haanng,
AENIENING & cogy Of the same b the applicant 1

Failure en the part af any person afected fo fig 56 cpposition on ame and o ageear
i ihe hesting wis be consiiusd as 5 waiuer of thelr rght o ba heard The Board wil
Procued 1 hear and dacide the poplication Tesed on the evidenge submilied

Liewiiae, milura Dy he Selicant to sppes al tha Teaning shall anount io lack af
irleresl o0 8 pirt and te ssiand apnleaton shall be diemissed acoardingly.

Withiass tha Honorable Exstutive Diteaior of e Mabonal Wales Resources Board
s 15t day of Septembar 2025

By Autharity of #re Board:
ot g
S i 4
AEThR sy

D SEVILLO 0. DAVID, JR., CESQ il
Exaiive Dwacior

t Alfesipd Mg

Tha Becrétary

SEnggUn e 1aniungssd
Iiakat City, Metn bsiia

The Baranpay Chalrman :
Fatezway San Lorenzo;
Miakad] Ciky, Matro Manba

Thie Homexwnars Assn Srsident

The Calumns Legasi Viage Sondampsm
Barangerye Son Laksrum, Makan Gty Metro Maria
The AdminiaIriter .

Metrapoen Vialersorks & Seonrage System
WSS Compound, Kanpunan Road

Haaliara, Cuszan City

(PO-0et. 21 2020




