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Ensuring water sufficiency

Te water supply situation in
he National Capitol Region
and its surrounding high-
growth areas like Rizal prov-

ince borders on the funny as it is ironic.
During the wet season, torrential

rains triggered by typhoons and the
monsoon, we worry that our darns
might overflow and cause destruc-
tive floods. During the dry season, we
monitor with anguished feelings the
reports about critical water levels in
these darns.

We cannot be indifferent. After all,
the situation in these darns determine
whether or not the people of Metro
Manila and the surrounding high-
growth areas would be able to take a
bath, brush their teeth and boil water
for their coffee:

More than 95 percent of the water
supply of these areas corne from the
Angat System which include Angat
Darn, Ipo Darn and Umiray Darn. Close
to 20 million people living in house-
holds in the National Capital Region,
parts of Rizal and Cavite share that
water supply with thousands of indus-
tries and commercial establishments.
At present, low water pressure and
frequent service interruption signal
that the days of our dependence on the
supply corning from the Angat System
are numbered.

Water supply sufficiency and se-
curity has been the national govern-
ment's headache. To be fair, during
the past several administrations, the
national government has done its
best to corne up with solutions. One
such solution was tapping private
sector concessionaires to manage and
improve the water distribution system
and to look for sources of bulk water
supply.

Portions of Rizal, Cavite and Metro
Manila are now benefitting from this
particular solution.

In Rizal, for example, private
concessionaire Manila Water is imple-
menting two projects that taps the wa-
ters of Laguna de Bay, treats the water
and distributes it to households in the
province's various municipalities.

This is one solution and addresses

the need of only one part of the high-
growth area. The government has to
look for more solutions. Often, the
potential solutions require the buy-in
of the people and communities who
will be affected directly by their imple-
mentation. And, often, the buy-in is
hard to corne by.

One such solution which the na-
tional government has attempted to
pursue is the New Centennial Water
Supply Project.

The project aims to build new bulk
water supply sources to meet the needs
of Metro Manila's households, busi-
nesses and industries. .

The project calls for the construe-
tion of a new darn which is to be built
on a portion of the Sierra Madre Moun-
tain range Teresa, Rizal at the bound-
ary of Rizal and Quezon provinces.

The project has been approved by
the National Economic Development
Authority (NEDA) years ago. Con-

o struction of the darn in Teresa was
supposed to have been started in 2020
and scheduled to be finished in 2025. It
is expected to bring some 600 million
liters of water daily Metro Manila and
reduce the dependence of this area on
the dwindling supply from the Angat
System.

The project has been stalled for
various reasons. One is the possible
impact on the environment and com-
munities. The construction of the darn
will involve the submerging of several
barangays. Most of them are part of
the ancestral domain of indigenous
Filipinos whose forebears inhabited
Rizal province long before settlers from
the lowlands carne.

It appears the concerned national
government agencies have gotten the
nod of some of the affected indig-
enous communities - but not all of
them. Based on feedback, there are
many communities other than the
indigenous ones which the concerned
agencies may have overlooked. These
communities - including some local
government units in Rizal province
- are affected by the construction of
Kaliwa Dam. They feel they have not
been consulted nor fully apprised of

the impact of
the project on
their lives cnd
livelihood.

This is
why the recent
move by the
Department of
Environment
and Natural Resources (DENR) to
suspend the t :onstruction of e Kat. 'a
Darn was lauded by many.

We learned of the action taken.
by new DENR Secretary Ma. Antonia
Yulo-Loyzaga over the week .nd. Me-
dia reported Secretary Yulo Loyzaga
as saying th it the agencies involved
in the projec .have not fully omplied
with the con itions set in the viron-
mental Compliance Certific e (ECC).
Because the conditions are u net, the
ECChas bee n put on hold.

Secretary Yulo-Loyzag s move
takes place at a time wh envi-
ronmental co ncerns are hig on the
consciousne ; of the public. 5 men-
tioned in Olll previous colu In, this
was signifies ntly influence by the
resurgence of the public's a areness
of the impor ant role that n- nmtain
ranges like I) ir Sierra Madr play in
protecting us from the wrath )f seri-
ousweather d sturbances ent ing the
Philippine Ian d mass from th east.

The Kaliws Darn saga te· hes all
of us about t ie value of sta eholder
relationship management nd the
importance of authentic dialo e with
them. They have interests to rotect,
primarily the-ir families and their
future. The g/Ivernment has a stake
to protect, too: its ability to ilfill its
mandate to fulfill the need. of the
larger community.

It is not e:ll;y to balance su:h col-
liding interests, But that is w ' there
is government in the first pIa e. That
is a balancing act that government
alone can do.

THE VIEW
FRO RIZAL
DR. JUN VNARES

For Jeedbad; please email to an-
tipolocitygov@)!fmail.com or se ~ it to
Block 6 Lot 10 ~itCl.Barbara 1 cor. 3radley
St.,Mission Hills Subd., Brgy. San Roque,
Antipolo City, Rt:al.
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SPEED UP THE ESTABLISHMENT OF THE
DEPARTMENT OF WATER RESOURCES

~~

EDITORIAL

Twin Doal
IT's like shooting two birds with one stone.

Pardon the now politically incorrect idiom.
But the move of the Department of Labor and Employment

would simultaneously accomplish a social mission and achieve
an environmental goal. .

The DoLE has announced that it would be deploying work-
ers under its emergency employment program as forest rangers.

Labor and Employment Sec.Bienvenido Laguesma said the
beneficiaries of Tulong Panghanapbuhay sa ating Disadvan-
taged I Displaced Workers program would be tapped as pro-
tectors of the environment.

'WPAD beneficiaries shall be mobilized in patrolling the
forest, seedling production, establishing plantations, and as-
sisting in forest protection activities," Laguesama said.

He added that the project also supports the expanded na-
tional greening program of the Department ofEnvironment and
Natural Resources.

''We want to help in the mitigation of the worst impacts of
climate change in the country. Those who will be hired will
augment the current number of forest rangers, who will conduct
patrolling, seedling production, plantation establishment, and
protection activities," he pointed out.

Both departments' recently signed amemorandum ofagree-
ment for the implementation of the program.

TheBureau ofWorkers with SpecialConcerns and DoLEregion-
all fieldofficesare tasked tohire workers tobe deployed in areas to
be identified by the ForestManagement Bureau of the DENR

The DoLEwould provide funds to cover the prevailing daily
minimum wage in the regions aswell as the administrative cost
for personal protective equipment and group personal accident
insurance of workers who would be hired.

On the other hand, the Technical Education and Skills
Development Authority or its accredited training institutions .
will be conducting appropriate skills training for the worker-
beneficiaries.

Earlier, Senate Majority Leader Joel Villanueva vowed to
help the DENR seek additional budget for the preservation of
the Sierra Madre mountain range.

Likein previous instances, the 540-kilometer mountain range
that spans Cagayan and Quezon provinces was believed to
have saved several parts of Luzon from the wrath of Super-
typhoon Karding on September 25.

Villanueva was shocked to hear that the budget ofDENR for
Sierra Madre preservation amounts to just P9.9 million.

"Let me put into record that I was disheartened. P9.9 mil-
lion?" he said after hearing DENR Undersecretary Analiza
Rebuelta- Tehread the budget allocated for the Northern Sierra
MadreNatural Park during the budget hearing.
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bong" Marcos Jr.renewed his push support for the initiative. management, policymaking and In the ame meeting late Mon-
to establish a Department ofWa- In his first State of the Na- planning," he added. day afte oon, Marcos and the
ter Resources, one of the priority tion Address last July, Marcos "Ihe President also underscored provincia offici s also discussed
measures in his administration's pledged to address the "pre- the importance of having acces- dafting s veral p ogram: hat will
legislative agenda. carious fresh water supply situa- sible drinking water during erner- a Idress gricu ral d llenges

The Chief Executive said the tion, particularly in urban areas. gencies and natural disasters. He in the p ovinc ind th whole
agency will set policies and imple- He vowed to "rehabilitate and sought more purifyin systems in Cagayan alley.
ment structural reforms on water improve water supply systems disaster prone areas. These nclud buildi g new
management that will address from the 1950s." Access to safe drinking water in d ams and rehabilitation 0 existing
various issues including the critical "This seeks to create the De- times of calamities, he stressed, is o les, an enhan erner of post-
supply of fresh water. partrnent of Water Resources needed as water-borne diseases p .oductio and in gation acilities

He made the pitch during a and adopts the Integrated Water such as cholera and diphtheria as well as renewable energy.
meeting with local officials in Isa- Resource Management as the stra- threaten the health and safety of KRISTINA ARALIT
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THE "precarious" freshwater supply situatiosr in
the Philippines has thrust outfront the neecl to
speed up the establishment of the proposed De-
partment of Water Resources (DWR)

In fact, the first legislative agenda of the adririn-
istration of President Marcos, which he presented
to the two-chamber Congress last July, Included
the creation of the new department.

As envisioned by those pushing for the est ab-
lishment of the new body.the DWRis mandatee to
efficiently manage the country's re aining water
resources for drfnking iand irrigation needs.

During last week's Legislative-Executive Advi-
sory Council (LEDAC)meeting at Malacaiiang,. the
Chief Executive from Docos Norte was reported, to
have stressed anew the importance of water.

"Water is too important. Our freshwater SUI)'()ly
is generally going down and irrigation is not as
widespread as it should be," President Marcos '~,as
quoted as saying during the meeting.

Of course, we share the view of President ~Iar-
cos that the country needs a team of expert di-
recting the 20 different government state agencles
under one roof.

Bongbong, the only son and namesake of the ll~lte
President Ferdinand Edralin Marcos of Iloeos
Norte, said this would ensure the efficient man-
agement 'of our water resources.

Several bills seeking the establishment of the
Department of Water Resources are pending con-
sideration in the 24-member Senate and the House
of Representatives.

We are confident that the six-year preaidency of
Mr. Marcos is in a position to address the water
n ed of the burgeoning popul tion, ineludi g I
farmers who depend on irrigation.

Tiyak 'yonl
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A SOLON on MonClay
stressed that a ·science-
based" ~roac:h could be
the Mkey- to unlocking
new technologies in us-
ing the country's natural
resoun:es for energy - in-
cluding nuclear energy.

Senator Robinhood
"Robin" C. Padilla further
said that science can ad-
dress the problem of ~
costs of power as well as Its
pOtential shortage.

"Thesenator added that
the Department of Science
and Technology (DOST)
holds the key to discover-
ing and harnessing our nat-
ural resources so the Phil-
ippines can solve its debt
and energy problems.
, "Just think about it -

oil, gas, gold, copper, nick-
el, bromate - all these min-
erals are found here. The
information that all our
metallic mineral reserves
amounting to $1.4 trillion
means a lot," Padilla
.stressed.

Also, Padilla lamented
that despite having .rich
natural resources - the
Philippines will still have
to borrow some P2.207tril-
lion next year.

Padilla said ~ country
is counting on the DOSTto
contribute to solving these
problems by finding ways
to harness the country's
natural resources for the
benefit of all Filipinos.

Similarly, he said' a sci-
ence-based method of 10-

cally processing minerals pines - a otential major
mignt mean big revenues, source of ill come.
in turn helping address the Philipp' e Nuclear Re-
country's debt woes. search fI1 titute (PNRI)

"Kaya kami nakikiusap Director °'110 Arcilla add-
at ako kumakatok sa p,in- ed they conttnue to con-
tuan ng DOST, dahil nasa" duct research on nuclear
inyo ang pag-asa, kung power I?l~ ts to address
magkakaroon. talaga tayo the P~lE1 of energy.
ng P!'gs.asaJiksiksa agham Arcilla ,I lded ~ can
at taJagang gagamitin na- r n the taan Nuclear
tin lahAt ng resources ng Power (BNPP) safe-
bansa, - Padilla said. Iy, al ou~ . the poli tical

~ thehearing,Enri- decision on whether to al-
co Parmgit, executivedirec- low the BNPP to run lies
tor of the Phil.i.wineCouncil with the D:partment of
for Industry.IEnergy, and Energy (DOE).
Emerging Technology Re- "Gusto (0 malaman
search and Development n'yo na nat ikalaki ng re-
(DOST-PCIEERD), noted sponsibilid£, ninyo (Iwant
there are projects to find you to knov that you have
ways to lociillrprocess cop- a big respel1'sibility)," Pa-
per and nicke in the Philip- dilla tpld till! DOST.



~~ STRATEGIC

~~ ~~MUNlCATION~5;§~INITIATIVES
, SERVICE

~Ialaya ~Business Insight ,~,
PAGE

rzr
UPPERo
LOWER

TITLE:

MANICANIis just a speck
of an islandwhen one is
'at 35,000 feet traveling

from Manila to Butuan, a flight
path that takes a PALaircraft over
Tacloban City before eventually
reaching Mindanao airspace via
Surigao del Norte. Nearby Ho-
monhon is more visible- imagine
looking down and seeing Magel-
lan's fleet approaching? - and, of
course, Dinagat looms even more
larger down below.
What is common about these

three islands at the eastern' edge
of the Philippines is that they're
allmineralrich - with nickel,to be
exact - and responsible extraction
of this resource can mean bounti-
fullives for communities that host
the operations.
The above can be said of

both Dinagat and Homonhon,
It doesn't apply to Manicani, the
smallest of the three. For many
reasons, the residents of Mani-
cani island have, for decades,
been denied the enjoyment of the
benefits that responsible mining
can bring. That's why it remains
a troubled "paradise."

Troubled paradise
unless the voices of the

(J1qjontJ of the island': own
residents are heeded, fhl!)' will
be condemned to live in such
a troubled paradise for ma'fY
more decades - mqybe even
for the rest of their lives. }

JOSE BAYANI BAYLON

MAROON BLOODED

Actually, Manicani is a
1,000-hectare island paradise if
all you want is to get away from
the hustle and bustle of mod-
ern life. Because that's. basically
all that it can provide. It is not
blessed with any good beaches.
Its waters have been overfished.
And due to the nature of the
mineral rich soil of the island, not
too many crops grow and grow
well on the island. Hospitable is

not how I would describe it.
What's worse (for me at least)

is that Manicani is a 30-minute
pump boat ride away from Gui-
uan town, of which it i part
of. Guiuan is about three hours
away from Tacloban, the nearest
major urban city.And this to me
means that if I were an island
resident who needed immediate
medical attention, the chances of
me surviving the life-threatening

o
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emergency a e, well, close to nil.
The sad p t is that the story of

responsible ining un Marucani
island is a st ry of the pnnciple
of subsidiar ty standing on its
head Subsi iarity is all about
respecting I al dre ms, wishes
and aspiratio s, and for years for
about 80% 0 Manic--ii residents
who lee no uture I fishing or
agriculture, respons ble mining
is their way gut of merty. But
they've alwa s been stifled by
the noisier inon, aide by
the bishop in farawa Borongan
who qpposes eir livelihood but
provides no quivalent substi-
tute, f xcept prayers, and funded
by a.. .-minidg advocates f-orn
across the sea who c 0 not have
to live throug the ab ectpc" .rty
that is the stuff of da -to-da; life
on d. island:'
It is paradi e in a way, but a

trouble-donemanytimesover. .nd
unless the voices of he majority
of the island's own r idents are
heedec,they . be condemnec to
livein ilucha tr ubled paradise for
manymore de ades - a)be e'en
for the rest of eir li s.
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Pulse Asia P;~ident Dr. Ron-
ald Holmes said that to a certain
extent, "the administration has
indeed done much in the last 100
day. and there are certain iiuli-
cators of what Marcos Jr. refers
to as a functional government."
He cited the many meetings in
key areas already convened by
the President during his first
three months. They were also
able to submit the 2023 budget
in good time for Congres,ional
deliberation.

There is • crucial challenge,
though - this administration
should strengthen, rather than
erode, our democratic institu-
tions snd virtues. The issues of
disinformation and protection
of basic freedoms must be ad-
dressed.

Calixto "Toli" Chikiamco,
President of
the Foundation
for Economic
Freedom,
was more
nuanced
in his
obser-
vations.
On the plus side, he said Mar-
cos Jr. had been able to correct'
the mistakes of his immediate
predecessor in terms of public-
private partnerships and achieve
a more balanced foreign stance
with China and the Us. unlike the
policies of Duterte (pro-China)
and the late Benigno Aquino III
(pro-US).

Mr. Chikiamco said'he wanted
to see a clear economic legisl.-
tive agenda addressing the food
shortage and fostering long-
term, sustainable growth. "Fis-
cal consolidation and incre as ing
taxes are not enough: he said.
His advice was to operationalize
the Public Service Act, establish
a roadmap to boost mining. and
have a dear plan to address the
health crisis - emphasizing that
COVlD-19 is not yet over - more
decisively.

Zy-Za Nadine Suzara, Execu-
tive Director of the Institute for
Leadership, Empowerment, and

While we take the President's
early pronouncements as
encouraging, we also want
to convey that we will be
cautious and demanding.
We want accountability at
the core of governance and
in the implementation of
public policies, . ' r

--'

Democ-
racy (iLEAD),

commented on the
apparent priorities of the

Marcos administration as can be
seen from its budget - priori.
ties that do not seem to include
economic recovery and the con-
tinued fight against COVID-19.
Military spending and infra-
structure seem to be important
to this administration, she said,
and there Is less emph~si$ on
people-centered programs.

"Let's see if there might
be some changes in the
next years and if there will
be improvements in how
these budgets are spent for pro-
grams that will benefit ordinary
Filipinos," she said.

Finally, Coco Alcuaz, ex-
ecutive director of the Makati
Business Club, said the business
sector welcomes Marcos' words
On partnerships, participation,
and making the Philippines an
investment destination.

-rhl, is a very good signal that
there will be a chan~ in hQW the
government deals with the pri-
vate sector as compared with the

previous administration," he said,
saying that the private sector re-
aUy, truly wants to work with the
government

No doubt, all of us will be
closely watching how the Marcos
Jr. administration would perform
in the next six years. And while
we take the President's early pro-
nouncements as encouraging, we
also want to convey that we will
be cautious and demanding. We

want accountabUIty It the core of
governance and in the implemen-
tation of public policies.
. It will not be too much for the
people to demand accountabil-
ity for what has been articulated
and promised, for what has yet
to be done, and for succeeding
policy choices and decisions. We
have given this administration a
strong mandate, and we pay our
government officials with our
hard-earned money, so the Fili-
pino people have every right to
exact accountability from those
who claim to have the public's
best interests in mind..

APhUiPPine president's six-
year term is composed of
2.190 days. Still. we assign

great importance to the first 100
days. even though it is a fraction
of the total number, because of
several reasons: The initial pe-
riod give. us an initial impression
of what the entire presidency
might be like, and a preview of
the thinp it deems important
It gives us a taste of a particular
president's brand of leadership.
and an idea of what to expect for
the remainder of his term. We
get a sense of whether we should
brace ourselves for a difficult ride,
or rest assured that our country-
even if beset by many problems-
is under sound stewardship.

This was what we discussed
last Friday during the virtual
town hall discussion organized by
the Stratbase ADR Institute. En-
titled "Continuity and Change?
An Assessment of the President's
First 100 Days In Office; the
event gathered a select panel of
policy and governance experts.
We talked about what we might
glean from the first actions and
decisions made by President Fer-
dinand Marcos, Jr., - • majority
president elected by 31 million
Filipino, last May.

Marcos Jr. now faces the
daunting task of addressing the
lingering issues brought upon by
the COVlD-19 pandemic, a. well
as by other external risks that
threaten the country's growth.
These Issues range from social in-
equality, poverty, unemployment
inflation, corruption, the digital
gap. to traditional security risks.

In my opening remarks, I
conveyed my impression that at
the very least, based on the Presi-
dent's words and decisions in the
past few weeks, we have reason to
be hopeful that he has set • good
direction for ilIe country in terms
of goals and priorities. Mr. Marco.
has very dearly outlined his leg-
islative agenda. He has appointed
some competent people in crucial
posts. Judging from appearances,
this administration would be run,
not on a whim like the previous
administration WIS, but with
much more rationality and delib-
eration in the next six years.

ThAt gives us a measure 01 re-
lief - at least, for now.

.....".

VlClOI! AIIlRE$ "011IlO'
C.HAltfT is Iht IRSidIIt

ofthfSlratnastAIlOlSlitutl

.. ,
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AGGRAVATED BY WEAK METAL PRICES

LOWER PRODUCTION PULLS
DOWN ATLAS MINING INCOME

By Jordeene B. Lagare
@jordeenelagare

Listed mining firm Atlas
Consolidated Mining and
Development Corp. report-
ed a rz-percent decline in its
end-September net income to
P3.07 billion from P3.48 billion
in the same period a year prior
due to lower production and
mixed metal prices.

In a disclosure, Atlas Min-
ing said gross revenue 'for the
comparative period dropped
by 9 percent to P13.31 billion
from P14.6S billion.

Copper metal production
by its wholly-owned subsid-
iary, Carmen Copper Corp.,
plunged by 14 percent to 54.82
million pounds due to the low-
er tonnage milled.

"The reduction in copper
metal production was mainly
due to inclement weather ex-
perienced during the first four
months of the year and this
quarter," the company said,

Milling tonnage for the July
to September period alone de-

creased by 11percent to 12.60mil-
lion tons, Copper grades tumbled
by 3 percent to 0.238 percent.

Gold production went
down by 13 percent to 16,923
ounces, also because of low-
er gold grades which stood at
5·36 grams per dry metric ton.

Copper metal content of
concentrate shipped fell by 12
percent to 56.90 million pounds
and gold content dipped by 11
percent to 16,377ounces.

Metal prices were mixed,
with the price of copper down
by 2 percent to $4.15 per pound
but that of gold inched up by 1

percent to $1,827 per ounce.
Meanwhile, earnings be-

fore interest, tax, depreciation
and amortization were lower
at P4.37 billion from P8 billion.

"Operating cost was ad-
versely affected by higher
energy and fuel prices, and
higher waste charged to oper-
ations," it added.

Cash generated from oper-
ations improved, enabling the
additional loan payment of
$74.6 million of loans. INQ

.s ,

r
"
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NWRB: MAGHUGAS NG OMIYBAGO AT MATAPOS KUNUUN
diantlea at typhoid, na nakuku-
ha sa maruming pagkain, tu-
big at kapaligiran.

Sa ating bansa, tinatayang
may 10,000 ang namamatay
kada taon sanhi ng pagtatae
na karamihan ay mga batao
Kaya naman, lubhang mahal-
aga ang paglilinis ng mga ka-
may bago magsimula at mata-
pos magluto, bago at rnata-
pos kumain, at matapos gu-
mawa ng iba't ibang akti-
bidades.

Naging mahalaga ang pa-
pel na ginampanan ng paghu-
hugas ng mga kamay sa pag-
laban natin kontra coronavi-
rus disease 2019.

Ang simpleng paggamit ng

ISA ang Pilipinas sa mga
bansang aktibong nakiisa
sa paggunita sa "Global
Handwashing Day" nitong
nagdaang Sabado, October
15. Sinimulan ang taunang
aktibidades noong taong
2008 kasabay ng deklarasy-
on ng United Nations Gen-
eral Assembly sa taong
iyon bilang "International
Year of Sanitation."

Layunin ng paggunita na
maitaas ang antas ng kaala-
man ng publiko lalong-Ialo na
sa mga bata at kabataan hing-
gil sa wastong paghuhugas ng
kamay na siyang unang de-
pensa upang malabanan ang
ilang karamdaman gaya ng

malinis na tubig at sabon ay
nakapapatay na ng mikroby-
ong maaaring maging sanhi
ng pagdumi ngwalang tigil.

Kaya naman, sa ating mga
tahanan, opisinaat tanggapan,
dapat na maging kaugalian na
natin ang paghuhugas ng mga
kamay. Ano ba naman ang
ilang minuto gayung para ita
sa kaligtasan ng kalusugan
mo at ng iyong pamilya.

Rekomendasyon ng DOH
o ng Department of Health ang
paggamit ng sabon at masus-
ing paglilinis ng kamay sa loob
ng dalawampung segundo.

Nakipagtulungan rin ang
DOH sa DEPED 0 Department
of Education at sa UNICEF 0
United Nations Intemational
Children's Fund para maipa-
sok sa kurikula ng edukasy-
on ang sanitasyon na kinabib-
ilanganngpaghuhugasngmga
kamay.

Paulit-ulit ang panawagan
ni Dr. Sevillo D. David
Jr.,Executive Director ng Na-
tionarWater Resources Board,
kinakailangang magtipid sa
paggamit ng tubig

- Laging suriin ang mga
linya kung may tagas at agad
itong ayusin;

- Gamiti 1 ang pinaghu-
gasang tubig bilang panlinis ng
palikuran (I bakuran;

- GumaOiit ng timba at tabo
sa paliligo;

- Huwa! hayaang naka-
bukas ang 9 ipo habang nag-
lalaba, nag hilamos 0 nagsi-
sipilyo;

- Gumarr it ng palanggana
sa paghugii! ng mga gulay at
prutas;

- Gum nit ng timba at
basahan sa paglilinis ng kot-
se.

May iba iyan na patuloy
ang paq-aak aya ng tubig, da-
pat pahalaqs han kung anung
meron tayo 19ayon tulad na
lang ng tub 9 na alam natin na
kailangan n in sa pang-araw-
araw na pa 'lj langailangan.

Kung "'I ais ninyo ma-
laman a 9 TAMANG 1M-
PORMASY:lN, TAMANG
SERBISY:l ni AGARANG
SERBIS ') LADY, i-
search s I YOUTUBE
CHANNE~, "HILDA
ONG" at \ia Facebook
Fanpage I V RADIO -
DA ONG", Huw~ali-
mutan i-c~i k ang salitang
"SUBSCFi'IIE", "LIKE" at
"SHARE".
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Sa kabila ng mga
pag-ulan, mababa pa
rin ang antas ng tubig sa
Angat Dam sa Bulacan
kaya't nanganganib na
kulangin ang suplay ng
tubig sa Metro Mantia sa
susunod na taon.

Sinabi ni National
Water Resources Board
(NWRB) executive di-
rector Sevilla David
Jr., nasa 189.4 metro
ang antas ng tUbig sa
Angat sa ngayon at
dapat umakyat ita sa

212 metro hanggang sa
katapusan ng taon.

Ita aniya ay para
matiyak ang suplay
ng tUbig sa Metro Ma-
nila, gayundin para sa
irigasyon sa mga tani-
man sa Bulacan at Pam-

NI ANGIE ORA CRl/Z
panga, ha, ~gang a
panahon nq tag-init ~a
susunod na taon.

"Yung ga ulan na
nareranasan 'latin aLi
ng pagba9fo'noo 9

nakaraan ay hindi pa
halos nakarating sa mga
water shed kung naka-
locate ang mga dams
para naman umangat
nang maayos ang lebel
ng mga ita,''' paliwanag
ng opisyal.

Binanggit din ni
David, na mababa pa

rin ang antas ng tUbig
sa Pantabangan Dam
sa Nueva Ecija at San
Roque Dam sa Pangasi-
nan.

Nitong nagdaang
araw kahit na may
bagyo na dumaan sa
Northern Luzon at may
mga pag-ulan ay hindi

naman nakasapat ar1g
ulan sa may watershed
ng Angat dam para
makatulong na tumaas
ang tUbig sa naturang
dam.

~ng 90 percent ng
tublg sa Metro Manila
ay nagmumula saAngat
dam.
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Sup1iIIYsa MM nanganganib na kulangin
Angat Dam patuloy ang pagbaba ng tubig

Sa kabilangmgapag- itosa212metrohanggang shedkungnaka-Iocateang
ulan, mababapa rin ang sa katapusanng taon. mga dams para naman
antas ng tUbig sa Angat Itoaniyaay paramati- umangat nang maayos
Dam sa Bulacan kaya't yak ang suplay ng tubig ang lebelng mga ito,"pa-
nanganganibna kulangin saMetroManila,gayundin liwanagngopisyal.
ang suplay ng tUbig sa para sa irigasyonsa mga Binanggitdin ni David
MetroManilasa susunod taniman sa Bulacan at Jr. na mababarin ang
nil taon. Pampanga,hanggangsa antas ng tubig sa Panta-

Sinabi ni National panahon ng tag-init sa bangan Dam sa Nueva
Water Resources Board susunodna taon, Ecija at San RoqueDam
(NWRB) executivedirec- "Yung mga ulan na sa Pangasinan.
tor SevilloDavidJr., nasa nararanasan natin dulot , Ang 90 percentng tu-
189.4metroangantasng ng pagbagyo noong na- big sa Metro Manila ay
tubig sa Angat Dam sa karaan ay hindi pa halos nagmumulasaAngatdam.
ngayonat dapat umakyat nakaratingsa mga water (Angie dela Cruz). .... .•
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Prioritize agriculture, group' sa s
BY JED MACAPAGAL

FOOD security and livelihood ad-
vocacy group Tugon Kabuhayan
said government can do more in
prioritizing the agricultUresector.

"We would always need our
food producers. We fear that if
our government does not heed
the call (for help), there'll be more
farmers who will stop tilling the
land and fishermen who will stop
going out to sea," said Asis Perez,
Tugon Kabuhayan convenor, in a
statement yesterday.

Perez said food producers re-
main impoverished. Farmers and

fishermen are the top two poorest
sectors in the country with 31.6
percent and 26.2 percent poverty
incidencepercentages,respectively.

Tugon Kabuhayan said some
consumers also "unfairly" .blame
rice and vegetable farmers for ris-
ing food prices. It said traders are
the ones who mostly benefit from
higher prices.

Dr. Ronald Edilberto Ona, dean
of the College of Sciences at the
Palawan State University, said the
Philippines still has a long way to
go in achieving its food security
goals.

Ona said the government must

or agricul-
ent to en-

sure farmers, fisherfo and other
agriculturalworkers wh comprise
40 percent of the labor force "are
not left behind"

Citing latest data fro
ippine Statistics Auth rity, Ona
said hIe agricu_ture, fo estry, and
fishery sector contribu es only an
averageof 20 l,,:rcent to the Philip-
pine-gross domestic pr duct with
an 8.4 percent :ontrib .on in the
second quarter of 202 .

"This is unfo rtunate nsidering

.PRIORITIZE
that the agriculture sector is the
lifeblood of the Philippine econo-
my as it employs about 40 percent
of Filipino workers," Ona said.

Ona also warned about the
estimates compiled by the Food
and Agriculture Organization
that by 2050, the world will need
to produce 60 percent more food
to feed a population of 9.3 billion
as there is a big shortfall between
the amount of food the world
produces today and the amount
needed to feed everyone in 2050.

Ona added that in terms of
food security, The Economist's
2021 Global Food Security Index
ranked the Philippines 64th out of
1P countries in terms of its four

dimensions of food security.
Fishing group Parnbansanz

Lakas ng KilusangMamamalakay1
ng Pilipinas (pamalakaya)saidlace
of government subsidies amid ris-
ing oil prices will continue to pu.l
down the fisheries sector.

RonnelAram~~alakaYl
national spokesperson, 8aia'iish-
erfolk may be forced to abandon
their livelihood or cut their fishing
activitiesas they are now unable to
recover the ever-risingproduction
cost, 80 percent of which goes to
fuel expenses.

Arambulo reiterated the groupu
demandforaP15,OOOproductionsub-
sidythatwillcoverthe fuelexpense!;
of afisherfolkforatleasttwomontl-~2
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Bgy. Kapitan kulong sa
pagbebenta ng anchestral domain

PATONG-PATONG na kaso ang isinampa laban sa isang baran-
gay kapitan sa iligal na pagbebenta ng anchestral domain sa Davao
del Sur. .

Ayon kay Ely Leano, spokesperson ng National Bureaujof
Investigation XI, naisampa sa Digos City Prosecutor's Office ang
kasong Estafa through falsification of Public documents, illegal

.possession of firearms, illegal possession of explosives, at apg
paglabag sa Indigenous Peoples Rights Act (Republic Ac~ No.
8371 of 1997) laban kay Brgy, Kapatagan, Digos, Davao del Sur
Chairman Juanito "Wantoy" Morales. . .

Sa ulat, nadakip sa entrapment operation si Morales sa loob
mismo ng Barangay Hall nang maaktuhan na pumirma ng doku-
mento sa alleged iligal na pagbebenta ng lupa sa anchestral doma'iii.

Samantala, maliban kay Morales, nadakip din ang sampu pang
may kinalaman sa nasabing transaksyon.
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IN CEBU CITY, 'RANGERS' TAPPED TO KEEP RIVERS CI.EAN
CEBU CITY-A team of "river
rangers" will soon be deployed
by the local government to en-
sure that the city's waterways
will be free of trash.

Raquel Arce, head of Cebu
City's Prevention, Restoration,
Order, Beautification and En-
hancement (Probe) team, said
the city was planning to tap
the services of barangay emer-
gency responders for this task,
which is part of a rivliJ cleanup

project led by former Environ-
ment Secretary Roy Cimatu.

"These responders will be
trained as river rangers who
may issue citation tickets to vi-
olators. They will be assigned to
monitor the condition of rivers
and watch for people who are
making these dirty," Arce said.

Mayor Michael Rama re-
cently launched "Task Force
Disiplina" where Probe and oth-
er city offic¢s make sure that

residents do not litter, spi , or
smoke in public places.

Arce said monitorin of
people throwing t rash in the
city's rivers will be part 0 the
task force's respons ibility.

Cebu City has at least 800

emergency responders fro its
80 barangays, or about 1 for
each village. They are pri ar-
ily tasked to assist resid nts
during times of calamities and
disasters. -DALE ISRAEL INQ
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ACK in SePt~mber, ,Swed-
sh activist C ta Thunberg

saic . "Fhe.e can e no clijnate
jus Ice u .der Marcos .. we
sta'r1d in so'idarityjwith the mar-
tial law v.ctims seeking j rstice
and the human rights defenders
pursuing the demf,' cratic .Ights
of people and c1i ate justice."
Greta referred to resident Fer-
dinand M .rcos lr as a "fascist
leader." This video message was
played at the 50t~ anniverjary
of the decl aration 9f martir.l law
at tl ~Un': ersity of the Philip-
pines. Whi this statementwas
on brand \I h climate activists'
plea for p tectioh of human
righ it c utes the message
and strategies of addressing
clim e cha -ge.
Cr. .a apj; ared 0 video with

anot. rer EUf!.pean c imate activ-
ist n med i .lde Ni sson and a
Filip no, 'Mitzi Ta . Together
they said things lik " "the light
for c.imate justic is a fight
for democracy." W ile I don't
disagree with that, I find it (on-

- _. ~
voluted. First, in ny environ-
ment. l manageme t matrix, the
fight for cl.rnate j stice begins
with he recognitio that grdups
are a fected by cli ate change
differently regar less 011 the
form of governm nt. Second,
the Philippines is democracy,
recognized as a sov reign nation
by the UN and all other coun-
tries, and praised or havi ng a
peaceful and legi irnate «lee-
tions by no less tha the EU last
May. Third, fascis is a harsh
alleg .tion which t ese yeung
activists are throwi g at Marcos
with no proof or r ference He
has only been pre ident for a
little over 100 days.
Even the UN is Ofihe position

that there is a grea inequality
in how the impact of climate
change are felt in di ferent parts
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'5'own definition of climate Justice
'-~--~

of the world - between rich
and poor, men and women,
older and younger generations.
The poor are always the first
to suffer. In the case of the
Philippines, we, collectively,
are among the most adversely
affected by climate change
regardless of age, gender, or
socioeconomic status.
President Marcos, at a recent

United Nations General Assembly
speech, highlighted climate change
as the first of four global challenges
threatening humanity calling the
effects uneven, reflecting an his-
torical injustice. "Those who are
least responsible suffer the most.
The Philippines, for example, is a
net carbon sink, we absorb more
carbon dioxide than we emit.
And yet, we are the'fourth most
vulnerable country to the effects of
climate change. This injustice must
be corrected, and those who need
to do more must act now."
In general, the victims of

climate change also have very'
little responsibility for caus-
ing the emissions responsible.
for climate change in the first
place. Wealthy, industrialized
nations have been producing
high emissions per capita since
the mid-lBOOs. The pollution
caused by greenhouse gas emis-
sions is a global concern that
brought countries together for a
common cause, hence the Paris
Climate Agreement, of which
the Philippines is a signatory.'
President Duterte emphasized

the need for rich countries to pay
up. He said this i'n an April 2022
televised message in "Talk to the
People;': "The rich countries that
are not affected by the destruction
caused by pollution should pay us
for the damage. They should find a
way to equalize the damage. "
While we, as a country, cry

foul and seek the real justice we
so urgently need from wealthy
industrialized nations, there
are a lot of things we can do to
mitigate the effects of climate
change domestically. Defores-
tation is a constant problem

.1

\

, \

*mainly caused by our own
people. The threats of landgrab-
bing, illegal quarrying, and
killing trees in Masungi are
still ongoing. These are human
activities that can be stop~ed
by a change in behavior and
implementation of current la~s.
As the most high-profile li-

mate activist, Greta Thunber 's
messages get magnified the world
over. She has the opportunity to
move and influence climate poli-
cies and action. Her statements
on this Marcos administration's
position on climate change may
be well intentioned but are ill-
informed and false. The Philip-
pines legitimately does not ha~le
a fascist government.
Climate justice is not granted

by one government. It requires ~ ,
complicated global shift that will .
affect economies, politics and
security in an already conflicted
world. Europe's dependence
on Russian gas is a cautionary
tale. Canada has the ability to
pr~vide Europe wit!I natural ~
but Trudeau will not in the name
of the Liberal's commitment
to renewable energy. These are
complicated trade-offs,
Though Greta's home country,

Sweden, has among the lowest
greenhouse gas emissions per
capita among European nations,
one Swede still uses more carbon
than one Filipino. According to
the World Bank, the Philippines'
carbon dioxide emissions per
capita is 1.33 metric tons. Swe-
den produces 3.54 MT per capita.
Greta Thunberg is no longer

a child. She must take respon-
sibility for heractions 'and her
words. The obtaining climate
justice is not something that
will be granted by a president

. whether liberal, conservative,
fascist, or dictatorial. Top pol-
luting countries must cut their
emissions, choose renewable
energy, fund climate action pro-,
grams in developing countries,
and most of all, pay for the
damage of the storms of the past
and those that are yet to come .
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~ thousand
days for Marcos

For the country's businessmen, the first 100 days for a new
administration is too short. .

Thus, George Barcelon, president of the influential
Philippine Chamber of Commerce and Industry (PCG) is
choosing to look at President Marcos' first 1,000 days or the
first three years of his administration before gauging him
as president.

Perhaps, Barcelon is mindful of the fact that it isn't easy
to get things done here in our nation of 110 million, what
with the cobwebs of bureaucratic red tape, corruption,

EYES WIDE an end.less list of problems, global
headwmds, etc.OPEN As for me, I think that indeed,
nothing big or significant happened
during Marcos' first 100 days except
perhaps some sudden departures of
key prayers in his administration.

But this isn't unusual for a
Philippine president.

Productive 100 days
IRIS GONZALES The idea of a really productive

100 days started when Franklin D.
Roosevelt or FDR took office in 1933

as the 32nd president of the United States.
He took swift action, so says our history books, to get his

country out of the Great Depression and calm the nation's
crippling financial panic. He moved Congress to pass critical
legislation, such as the Emergency Banking Act and several
other measures that translated to extraordinary productivity
for the man they called FDR.

It was he who set a first 100-day standard against which
all future US presidents - and every other leader across the
globe - would be measured.

Other US presidents would then be remembered for

notable things they did in their first 100 days. There's the Bay of
Pigs invasion in Cuba, which John F. Kennedy or JFK launched;
while Gerald Ford gave Richard Nixon a full ardon for his
involvement in the Watergate scandal that led to . resi ation.
Ronald Reagan was not to be outdone, announcing the release
of US diplomats being held hostage in Iran.
Barack Obama - who like FDR took office during a severe

financial crisis - was able to get CImgress to sign a $787million
stimulus package, the American Recovery and Reinvestment
Act, on his 29th day in office, according to history. com.

It's only fair to wish that Marcos had done more in .s first
100 days, especially given the enormity of urproblems, coming
from a debilitating two-year COVID-19 pandemic. He could
have already appointed a Health ~ecretary or made permanent
the OIC by now. He could have also finally appointed an
Agriculture Secretary to focus on tlie enormity of the food crisis.

There are many urgent things to address including
skyrocketing food and oil prices, and the still rampant
corruption in notoriously corrupt government agencies such as
the Land Transportation Office. I know this for a fact because I
recently visited the LTO.

But Marcos had a lot of housec'eaning to do and I hear that
he is treading carefully given the burden or the legacy of the
Marcos name. The world is watchi ng him closely and he is well
aware. He is afraid to make mistakes, say peopl in his circle.

Wishliilt
But Barcelon and his fellow bus inessmen are giving arcos

enough time to get the ball rolling, he told me recently when
we sat down for a chat.

At the 48th PCCI Philippine Business Conference &
Expo happening today and tom rrrow at the Manila Hotel,
businessmen will discuss with Marcos their wishlist on how to
improve the economy and the business climate in the country.

Barcelon said discussions would focus on the ase of doing
business in the country, connectivity, and availab ity of power.

This year's conference carries the theme, "The Philippines
is ready and open for business."

Barcelon said businessmen have been consistent in pushing

for the reopening of the economy because we need to get
back on track to sustain our growth momentum.

Ferdinand "Perry" Ferrer, chairman of the business
conf~rence, said ~e business community is also eager to hear
President Marcos programs to steer our country toward a
higher growth trajectory.

Business delegation from Sri Lanka
A.30-member ~)Usn:essdelegation representing Sri Lanka's

lea~Ing compames WIll~so be P"?'t of this year's Philippine
Bus~ess Conference, with the aim of strengthening trade
relations with the Philippines.

Sri Lankan. Ambassador to the Philippines Shobini
Gunasekera saId. mem~ers of their delega~on are looking
forward to meeting their counterparts to dISCUSSpotential
collaborations, joint ventures, and engagements that will
benefit both economies.

Issues
There are, indeed, many issues that Marcos needs to

address - from .food security, climate change, availability of
power, corruption, etc.

1told sir George that these are the same issues that we hear
over an~ over~and they ~ever seem to be addressed. He says
the key ISfor Implementing agencies to set accomplishment
targets so that we can really see actual improvements.

In all, Barcelon remains hopeful, he says, because President
Marcos has the willingness to listen to businessmen. .

For now, they are giving Marcos more time to get the ball
rolling.

But we h~v~ yet. to see what this really. means for the
Marcos administration. We have yet to hear a grand vision
- beyond unity - and concrete plans on how to move the
country forward.
!FK o~ce said that th~ work of aJ'resident will not be

~~hed In a hundred or In a thousan days or perhaps in a
hfeti~e, but first and foremost, it must begin.

Ins Gonzales' em~il address is eyesgonzales@gmail.com.
Foll<;Jwher on TWItter @eyesgonzales. Column archives at

EyesWldeOpen on FB.
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Naaalala n'yo ba ang awiting Pi1-
ipinasKongMahal?lsaitongmak-
abayang awitin.

Gustong-gusto kong awitin ito
noong nasa hayskul pa ako.

Kasama ko ang mga kapuwa
miyembro sa aming choir group,
sunod-sunod naming inaawit ito
kasunod ng isa pang kilalang awit
na makabayan tulad ng ang Bayan
Ko.

Subalit nanatiling popular ang
Bayan ko ni Freddie Aguilar lalo na
noongEdsa 1986 kung saan ito sum-
ikat hanggang ngayon. Tila nal-
imutan na ngayon ang Pilipinas
kong Mahal. .

Nguni ang titik nito ay tila nag-
babago depende sa pananaw ng
isang indibiwal sa kanyang lipunan
at bayan.

Sa mga nangyayaring global
warming 0 heating at climate
change, tila sunod-sunod ang mga
delubyo sa ating bansa. At isa sa
pangunahing pinsala sa maraming
lugar ng Pilipinas ay ang mabilis na
pagbaha kahit nga hindi naman
kalakasan ang bagyo tulad ng
katatapos ng bagyong Neneng.

Binaha nitong katatapos na
Bagyong Neneng ang Cagayan at
katabing lalawigan na Isabela.
Lagpas tao 'umano ang tubig-baha
ayon sa mga ulat.

Hindi lang naman itong bagy-
ong Neneng ang nagbigay sa ating
bayan ng matinding pagbaha. Sim-
ula pa noong Ondoy, Pepeng,

Pilipinas kong baha
BANGON KAUKASA

Yolandas, Odette, Ulysses, Kard-
ing, at marami pang ibang na nau-
na pa sa mga bagyong binanggit
ko. Hindi na magkakasya ang
buongpahina ng kofumna itokung
babanggitin ko pa ang mga bagy-
ong nauna pa sa Ondoy.

At sa mga bagyong 'yon ay
laging may malalalim na pagbaha,
malalawak na landslides, pagka-
sira ng mga tirahan, paaralan at
pampublikong gusali.

Isa sa laging matindi ang hina-
hagupit ng mga delubyong ito ay
ang mga taniman. Nasisira ang
malalaking ektarya ng lupang sa-
kahan dahil inilulubog ito ng mala-
laking pagbaha.

Ano ang epekto sa atin?
Ang mga magsasakang hindi pa

nakababangon sa mga nakaraang
delubyo ay baon na baon sa utang.
Ipinambili nila ng kanilang binhi ay
kailangang bayaran. Ngunit 'ika
nga'y saang kamay ng Diyos nila
kukunin ang pambayad kung na-
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wasak ng baha ahz kanila
man? r

Matagal nang ubog g atin
agrikultura. Kai angan n iton
ibangon ngayon d,n.

Magpapatuloy ,mg del ibyo s
bansa dahil sa pagtuloy a pag-
gamit ng fossil fu !l 0 ' g mga
langis na minimina sa il . ng da-
gat.

Nagdudulot ang mgaco
leum products at . )it pa, g mat-
inding polusyon He atmos ra na
siyaringbumutassa oayong gating
mundo 0 ozone layer kaya atuloy
na umiinit ang ating planeta.

Kasabay pa nito ly ang atuloy
na pagkakalbo ng aing ka batan
at pagkabasag ng mga ka undu-
kan. Mga kabundukan at p 0 na
kalasag natin sa malala as na
bagyo.

May panahon pa upang apig-
ilan ang patuloy ra pag-i it ng
mundooglobalheating. Ti anna
ang pagputol sa mga kagub tan at
pagbabasag sa mgil kabund an ..

Itigil na ang pagtatam ng
mga basura sa mga 1<abund an at
watershed. Ang garbage d ping
ang ikatlong sanhi ug pag-i it ng
kalawakan ng munc.o,

Kailangan nang i .igil an
baan at katawan sa salapi
mailigtasnatinangJnangK asan
sa matitinding pagbaha at m ami
pang delubyo upang tunay ating
mabibigkas ang Pilipinas ong
Mahalathindi l'ilipinas Kong aha.
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WE'VE known all along that we're among the coun-
tries most prone to disasters.

That's because we have typhoons, or hunicanes,
that regularly visit the =1Iy from this side of the
Pacific Ocean causing massive floods that displace
people and cause extensive damage to agriculture.

We have earthquakes that occur with varying inten-
sity from time to time due to movements in tectonic
plates deep in the ground that exact a high toll on lives
and property.

And we have volcanic eruptions in the major is-
lands that are part of the so-called Pacific 'ring of fire'
that send people scampering to safety from ashfall and
lava flows.

What we've been recently made aware of how-

I ever, is 1hIt we are now the world's most disaster-prone
country And that's not just because of the natural
causes that we mentioned, but also due to human fail-
ings.

That's the conclusion reached and published in the
World RiskReport 2022 by the Germany-based Bund-
nis Entwidklung Hilft and the Institute for International
Law of Peace andArrned Conflict at Ruhr University
Bochum.

Their World Risklndex that calculated the disaster
r risk for 193 countries showed that the Philippines has
the highest disaster risk, with an index score of 46.82,
fullowed by lndia with 4231, Indonesia with 41.46,
Colombia with 3837, and Mexico in fifIh place with
37.55.

Myanmar, Mozambique, China, Bangladesh, and
Pakistan were among the top 10 countries with the
highest disaster risk.

The World Risk Report is based on the idea that a
disaster OCCIES not ooly when severe natural hazards
hit a country but also when it becomes vulnerable to
their effects.

It seeks to raise awareness about the relevanoe of
social capacities in disaster preparedness among the
public and decision-makers in all sectors of society, to
provide guidance for practitioners in the prevention of
humanitarian crises, and to support decisions in the al-
location and prioritization of resources.

The World Risk Report aims to make governments

TITLE:

2
PACE

PH ismost disa ter-prone

The World RiskReport
tells us very clearly that
the Philippines needs a
Department of Disaster
Resilience no~ not at
sometime in the future,
to avertfurther loss of
lives,property and public
infrastructure, as well as
economic setbacks

ry
understand that the emergence and progression of di-
sasters are highly dependent on the social conditions of
the people, and anned with adequate information, they
can shift from reactive to prooctive action.

Our curreot ranking in the World Risk lndex repre-
sents a huge jump from ourpeevious records.

Our record in disaster response in the last few years
is not something to be proud of.

cy-

and

In 2018, we ranked third on the list of countries with
the highest disaster risk, with an index score of26.70.
In 2019, the country dropped to ninth after registering
an index value of20.69.

In 2020, as the COVID-19 pandemic spread like
wildfire, the Philippines was still among the top 10
countries with the highest disaster risk while remaining
in ninth place with the same index score.

Last year, the Philippines ranked eighth with an in-
dexscore of2139.

The report also found that the Philippines was
among the top 10 countries with the highest exposure
to disasters.

The country ranked fourth with 39.99 exposure,
trailing China, Japan, and Mexico.

It defines exposure as the extern to which popula-
tions in hazard-prone areas are exposed to and bur-
dened by the impacts of extreme natural events or the
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Holistic approach to
disaster mitigation pushed

Following a study citing weak early warning systems
the Philippines as the most experience eight times more
disaster-prone country in the disaster-related deaths than
world, Senator Christopher those with effective safeguards.
"Bong"Gorenewed his call for Taking into account how
a holistic approach to building natural disasters can gravely
a more disaster-resilientnation harm the nation's economy
as he worksto get his proposed and put 'people's lives in

. measures passed that will . danger, Go refiled Senate Bill
allowthe country to deal with 1181,otherwise known as the
calamities, both natural and Philippine Building Act of
manmade, more effectively. 2022,which aims to protect the

With a 46.82 index score, people's lives and mitigate the
the Philippineshad the highest impact of disasters by setting
disaster risk according to the standards and benchmarks that
WorldRisk Index.The index is all buildings and structures
part of the annual WorldRisk must meet with, particularly
Report 2022by Germany-based the recommended structural
BiindnisEntwicklungHilftand stability and integrity designed
the Institute for International to withstand disasters.
Law of Peace and Armed -----------
Conflict at Ruhr University
Bochum which calculates the
disaster risk for 193counties.

The Philippines' indexscore
is due to its vulnerability,
exposure, and high risk to
disasters and calamities, the
report noted.

The Philippines was
followed by India, Indonesia,
Colombia, and Mexico.China,
Bangladesh, Myanmar,
Mozambique and Pakistan
were also among the top
10 nations with the highest
.disaster risk.

Meanwhile, the United
Nations recently reported that
despite the rise in catastrophic
weather and natural disasters,
halfofthe countriesin the world
lacksophisticatedearlywarning
systems required to save lives.

According to a recent
assessment bythe UNagencies
for weather and disaster risk
reduction, countries with
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