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Ensuring water sufficiency

he water supply situation in
he National Capitol Region

and its surrounding high- .

growth areas like Rizal prov-
ince borders on the funny as it is ironic.

During the wet season, torrential
rains triggered by typhoons and the
monsoon, we worry that our dams
might overflow and cause destruc-
tive floods. During the dry season, we
monitor with anguished feelings the
reports about critical water levels in
these dams.

We cannot be indifferent. After all
the situation in these dams determine
whether or not the people of Metro
Manila and the surrounding high-
growth areas would be able to take a
bath, brush their teeth and boil water
for thei: coffee:

More than 95 percent of the water
supply of these areas come from the
Angat System which include Angat
Dam, Ipo Dam and Umiray Dam. Close
to 20 million people living in house-
holds in the National Capital Region,
parts of Rizal and Cavite share that
water supply with thousands of indus-
tries and commercial establishments.
At present, low water pressure and
frequent service interruption signal
that the days of our dependence on the
supply coming from the Angat System
are numbered.

Water supply sufficiency and se-
curity has been the national govern-
ment’s headache. To be fair, during

-the past several administrations, the
national government has done its
best to come up with solutions. One
such solution was tapping private
sector concessionaires to manage and
improve the water distribution system
and to look for sources of bulk water
supply.

Portions of Rizal, Cavite and Metro
particular solution.

In Rizal, for example, private
concessionaire Manila Water is imple-
menting two projects that taps the wa-
ters of Laguna de Bay, treats the water
and distributes it to households in the
province’s various municipalities.

This is one solution and addresses

the need of only one part of the high-
growth area. The government has to

look for more solutions. Often, the

potential solutions require the buy-in
of the people and communities who
will be affected directly by their u'nple—
mentation. And, often, the buy-in is
hard to come by.

One such solution which the na-
tional government has attempted to
pursue is the New Centennial Water
Supply Project.

The project aims to build new bulk

water supply sources to meet the needs
of Metro Manila’s households, busi-
nesses and industries. .

The project calls for the construc-
tion of a new dam which is to be built
on a portion of the Sierra Madre Moun-
tain range Teresa, Rizal at the bound-
ary of Rizal and Quezon provinces.

The project has been approved by
the National Economic Development
Authority (NEDA) years ago. Con-

“struction of the dam in Teresa was

supposed to have been started in 2020
and scheduled to be finished in 2025. It
is expected to bring some 600 million
liters of water daily Metro Manila and
reduce the dependence of this area on
the dwindling supply from the Angat
System.

The project has been stalled for
various reasons. One is the possible
impact on the environment and com-
munities, The construction of the dam
will involve the submerging of several
barangays. Most of them are part of
the ancestral domain of indigenous
Filipinos whose forebears inhabited
Rizal province long before settlers from
the lowlands came. '

It appears the concerned national
government agencies have gotten the
nod of some of the affected indig-
enous communities — but not all of
them. Based on feedback, there are
many communities other than the
indigenous ones which the concerned
agencies may have overlooked. These
communities — including some local
government units in Rizal province
— are affected by the construction of
Kaliwa Dam. They feel they have not
been consulted nor fully apprised of

i

sy

the impact of
the project on
their lives znd

This is
why the recent
move by the
Department of
Environment
and Natural Resources (DENR) to
suspend the construction of the Kaliwa
Dam was lauded by many.

We learned of the action taken .
by new DENR Secretary Ma. Antonia
Yulo-Loyzaga over the weekend. Me-
dia reported Secretary Yulo-Loyzaga
as saying that the agencies involved
in the proje:i: have not fully complied
with the conditions set in the Environ -
mental Comypliance Certificate (ECC).
Because the conditions are unmet, the
ECC has been put on hold.

Secretary Yulo-Loyzaga's move
takes place at a time when envi-
ronmental c¢¢ncerns are high on the
consciousnes; of the public. As men-
tioned in ow' previous column, this
was significantly influenced by the
resurgence of the public’s awareness
of the imporiant role that mountain
ranges like oiir Sierra Madre play in
protecting us from the wrath of seri-
ous weather d sturbances entering the
Philippine land mass from the east.

The Kaliwa Dam saga teaches all
of us about the value of stakeholder
relationship management and the
importance of authentic dialogue with
them. They hiwve interests to protect,
primarily their families and their
future. The government has a stake
to protect, too: its ability to fulfill its
mandate to fulfill the needs of the
larger commumity.

It is not easy to balance such col-
liding interesty. But that is why there
is government in the first place. That
is a balancing act that government
alone can do.

THE VIEW
FROM RIZAL

' DR. JUN YNARES

For feedbacl:, please email it to an-
tipolocitygov@umail.com or send it to
Block 6 Lot 10 {ita. Barbara 1 cor. Bradley
St., Mission Hills Subd., Brgy. San Roque,
Antipolo City, Rizal.
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I'I"slikeshoatmgtwoblrdsthhme s e.
‘Pardon the now politically incorrect idi
- But the move of the Department of Lab and Employment
W(mld simultaneously accomplish asoaal sionand achieve
' an environmental goal. ,
The DoLE has announced that it would b deploymg work-

ersunderitsemergency employment program as forestrangers.

. Laborand EmploymentSec. BueIWdetj Laguesma said the

: beneficiaries of Tulon g Panghanapbuhaysa ating Disadvan-
‘taged / Displaced Workers program would be tapped as pro—

tectors of theenvironment. .

"TUPAD beneficiaries shall be mablhzed in patrolling the
forwt, seedling production, estabhshmg plantations, and as-
in forest protection activities,” Laguesama said. wt

He added that the project also supports the expanded na-

hiona] gprqgramofﬂleDepartmentof Environmentand
Natm‘al Resourc b

.. "We want fo help in the mitigation of the worst impacts of

--ckmatedlangemﬁlecounhy Those who will be hired will

i angment&wam&numberofforestrangem whowﬂlmnduct

i‘i'heBl.ureeum ofkezs“ﬁth CopeggsandDo[Emgm-
éU@Md&maﬁﬁ&ﬁ%thmmmm&s@ .
. be by the Forest Management Bureau of | _

TheDoLE would provide funds te cover the prevajlm dally
~minimumwageintheregionsaswellas theadministrativecost
forpersonal

pmtectweequipmemandgmuppersonalacmdem i
msurance of workers who would be hiréd
On the other hand, the “Techm:al E@tuc;aton and Skills,
Developmen,tAuﬂmruy oritsaccredited training institutions -
will be conducting appmpﬂa&&hﬂsﬁammg forthe worker—
- beneficiaries. . 13t afgpi) [Enol %
Earlier, Senate Majori “Leader Joel Vﬂlanﬁeva Vowed B
 help the DENR seek additional b gel‘férﬂ\epfeservahonof
‘the Sierra Madre mounta o e & -'
Likein previousinstz 0-kilo ?:ﬁl‘mauntamrange
 that spans Cagayan and ¢ n pmvmc&s was believed to -
have saved several parts: ' 'iwmthewrath ofSufér—
typhoonKarding onSep 5005 6 03 Rl ok
Villanueva was shocked -thatthebudgetofD =1\ R k §
_‘Slerra Madre preservation s tojust P9.9 million. -«
b *J;Gt:hrste ptét gtteo t}\::cor- 5 -&ygs%;ndl;heagtemed. P9.9:
on?" he sai r hearing' DEN ersecretary Analiza
; : ' a,bedforﬂleNorthem&éﬁ""

"budget hearmg
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PRESIDENT Ferdinand “Bong-
bong” Marcos Jr. renewed his push
to establish a Department of Wa-
ter Resources, one of the priority
measures in his administration’s
legislative agenda.

The Chief Executive said the
agency will set policies and imple-
‘ment structural reforms on water
management that will address
various issues including the critical
y supply of fresh water.

He made the pitch during a
‘meetmg with local officials in Isa-

bela province, who expressed their
support for the initiative.
- In his first State of the Na-

tion Address last July, Marcos

pledged to address the “pre-
carious fresh water supply situa-
tion, particularly in urban areas.
He vowed to “rehabilitate and
improve water supply systems
from the 1950s."

“This seeks to create the D

partment of Water Resources
and adopts the Integrated Water
Resource Management as the stra-

M ﬁUsﬁéﬁ creation waater depar: m’ent

- tegic framework for nalional water :
management, po!,lcymakmg and ;

| planmng, he added.

the importance of havlng acces-

- sible dnnking water during emer-
gencies and natural disasters. He
 sought more purifying systems in

. disaster prone areas,
Access to safe drinking s water in

times of calammes, he stmsed is,

needed as water-borne dlseases
such as cholera and diphtheria

. threaten the health and safety of

“The President also underscored

aﬁ‘ected r suientx

tnoon, Marcos and the
officials also thcussed
eral programs Lhai will
.a:ldress grlcuhur | c]wllenges

i thg piovince and the whole
Cagayan Valley. !
These include buildi ng new

:hmsandrehahih ation o femmng
unes, an enhancement of post-
P ‘oduction and irrigation facilities
as well aslrenewable energy.
KRISTINA MARALIT

——
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THE ’“precanons" Teouabaton. supply situatior in

the Philippines has thrust outfront the neecl to

speed up the establishment of the proposed De- :

‘partment of Water Resources (DWR)
In fact, the first legislative agenda of the adnin-
istration of President Marcos, which he presented

to the two-chamber Congress last July_, ineluied

the creation of the new department.

As envisioned by those push:l for the estab- .

et Y e

tm needs. :
renm last mﬁaek’s I@ m'%?ﬂxgﬁlﬁve Advi-

Council (LEDAC) meeting at Malacafang, the -

ef Executive from Ilocos Norte was reported. to
have stressed anew the importance of water.
“Water is too .important. Our freshwater supply
is erall down and i ation is not as
“%remf as it uld be,” President Marcos vras
the meetmg.

course, we share the view of President Mar- :

eoathatﬂ:ecmmtryneedsateamofexperts di-

recting the 20 different government state agencies
* one roof. .

' Bo theonlysonmdnamesakeofthellute

Prest ent Ferdinand Edralin Marcos of Ilocos

_ :Noﬂ:e, égiqi this_uld ensure the efficient m:n-

“of our - resources.

Sevem; bills seeking the establishment of the

t of Water Resources are pending con-

ﬁgﬁ@n in tat?: Zd-q_mmber Senate and the House
ves.

We are conﬁdent that the six-year presidency of

'-'*hlr Marcos isin a pusition to address the water
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Robin: DOST holds key to un
. PW’s natural resources

A SOLON on Monday oil, gas, gold, c
e Sy e e

low the BMNI’P to run
ihthzm‘lg_

~ “Just think about it ~ ence-based method of lo-
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"ANICANT is just a speck:
of ‘an island when one is
t 35,000 feet traveling
from Manila to Butuan, a flight
path that takes 2 PAL aircraft over
Tacloban City before eventually
- reaching Mindanao airspace via
Surigao del Norte. Nearby Ho-
‘monhon is more visible — imagine
looking down and seeing Magel-
I, lan’s fleet approaching? — and, of
- course, Dinagat looms even more
larger down below: ;

What is common abont ﬂ‘tm
three islands at the eastern edge
of the Philippines is that they’re

~all mineral rich — with nickel, to be
exact —and responsible extraction
- of this resource can mean bounti-
ful lives for communities tbat:,host
the operations. -

The above can be said Gf

both Dinagat and Homonhon. |

Troubled paradise

| JOSE BAYANI BAYLON |

deid -‘.J -l

Act'uaily, Ma\ngc ani. F8¢

. 1,000-hectare island patadise if ﬁ.

all you want is to get away from
the hustle and bustle of mod-

A Jak 'I“ :
not hqw I would vdescnbe it.
/hat’s worse. (£or me at least)

that Manicani is a 30-minute. .
pump boat ride-away from Gui-

It doesn’t apply to Manicani, the . ern life. Because that’s basically . uan town, of which it is part
'smallest of the three. For many - all that it can provide. It is not . of Guiuan is about three hours

reasons, the residents of Mani-
cani island have, for decades;

bundmedtlmm;aymmafthe - And due to-the nature of Ki‘ﬁ
mineral rich soil of thctslagd.mot\

benefits that responsible mining’

blessed with any good beaches.
Its waters have beenovetﬁshed,

can bring. That’s why it remains | too many crops grow and grow

a troubled “paradise.”

- well on the island. Hospitable is -

away from Tacloban, the nearest .
.;.m}m: m-bs.qlgxty And this to me.
means that if I were an island

resident who needed immediate

- medical attention, the chances of -

‘me surviving the life-threatening

———

- about 80% o0

..acrods the se

emergency are, well, close to ail,
The sad part s that the story of
responsible mining on Manicani

. island is a story of the prmcxplc

of subsidiarjty standing on its

~head Subsidiarity is all about

respecting local dreams, wishes
and aspiratiofs, and for years for
-Manicani residents
who see no future in fishing or
agriculture; responsible mining.
is their way gut of poverty, But

- ~they’ve always been stifled by
.the noisier

ority, aided by
the bishop i in| faraway Borongan

who ¢ pposes livelihood but
proviles no equivalent substi-
tute, ¢xcept prayers, and funded
by anti-mining advocates from

who do not have
the abject poverty
of day-to-day life

yumr:q over. And

unless the voiges of the majority
. of: the island’s| own residents are,
heedec , they will be condemned to
live in such a troubled paradise for
many taore ~maybe even
for the rest Of eir lives.
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Philippine president’s six- [ ] ‘want accountability at the core of
year term is composed of A governance and in the implemen-
s se of what lies ahead ===

great importance to the first 100 p : ' It will not be too much for the
days, even though it is a fraction ) people to demand accountabil-
of the total number, because of Pulse Asia President Dr. Ron- THINKI NG previous administration,” he said, ity for what has been articulated
several reasons: The initial pe-  ald Holmes said that to a certain saying that the private sector re- and promised, for what has yet
riod gives us an initial impression  extent, “the administration has EE{?TTCDS ally, truly wants to work with the to be done, and for succeeding
of what the entire presidency indeed done muchin the last100 government. policy choices and decisions. We
might be like, and a preview of  days and there are certain indi- VICTOR ANDRES C. No doubt, all of us will be have given this administration a
the things it deems important.  cators of what Marcos Jr. refers MANHIT closely watching how the Marcos strong mandate, and we pay our
1t gives us a taste of a particul toasaf | government.” Jr. administration would perform government officials with our

sident’s brand of leadershij He cited the many meetings in in the next six years. And while hard-earned money, so the Fili-
ﬂ an idea of what to expect !:r key areas airead:;fycoma;? by While we take the President’s e take the Presidents early pro- pino people have a!wry right to
the remainder of his term. We  the President during his first  early pronouncements as nouncements as encouraging, we exact accountzbility from those
get a sense of whether we should  three months. They were also encouraging, we also want ' also want to convey that we will who claim to have the public’s
brace ourselves fora difficult ride,  able to submit the 2023 budget to that ill be be cautious and demanding We best interests in mind. m
orrest assured that ourcountry—  in good time for Congressional convey Wewi
evenif beset by many problems —  deliberation. cautious and demanding. S e
is under sound stewardship. There is a crucial challenge,  We want accountability at 24

This was what we discussed though — this administration ;
last Friday during the virtual  should strengthen, rather than the core of mmmm o i
town hall discussion organizedby  erode, our democratic institu- inthe Implemental'.m of . % \
the Stratbase ADR Institute. En-  tions and virtues. The issues of  pUblic policies. i -
titled “Continuity and Change? disinformation and protection et ¥ i i
An Assessment of the President’s  of basic freedoms must be ad- z 3 f phripeidiiond
First 100 Days in Office,” the dressed. = " ' A t; Striila;mm
event gathered a select panel of Calixto “Toti" Chikiamco, ry
policy and governance experts. President of o
We talked about what we might  the Foundation 3
glean from the first actionsand  for Economic
decisions made by President Fer- Freedom,
dinand Marcos, Jr,, — a majority wasmore Democ-
president elected by 31 million nuanced & racy (iLEAD),
Filipinos last May. in his commented on the

Marcos Jr. now faces the obser- apparent priorities of the
daunting task of addressing the vations. Marcos administration as cn be
lingering issues brought uponby ~ On the plus side, he said Mar-  seen from its budget — priori-
the COVID-19 pandemic, as well  cos Jr. had been able to correct”  ties that do not seem to include

as by other external risks that
threaten the country’s growth.
These issues range from social in-
equality, poverty, unemployment
inflation, corruption, the digital
gap, to traditional security risks.

In my opening remarks, I
conveyed my impression that at
the very least, based on the Presi-
dent’s words and decisions in the
past few weeks, we have reason to
be hopeful that he has set a good
direction for the country in terms
of goalsand priorities. Mr. Marcos
has very clearly outlined his leg-
islative agenda. He has appointed
some competent people in crucial
| posts. Judging from appearances,

this administration would be run,
not on a whim like the previous
administration was, but with
much more rationality and delib-
eration in the next six years.

That gives us a measure of re-
lief — at least, for now.

the mistakes of his immediate
predecessor in terms of public-
private partnerships and achieve
a more balanced foreign stance
with China and the US, unlike the
policies of Duterte (pro-China)
and the late Benigno Aquino I1T
(pro-US).

Mr. Chikiameo said he wanted
to see a clear economic legisla-
tive agenda addressing the food
shortage and fostering long-
term, sustainable growth. “Fis-
cal consolidation and increasing
taxes are not enough,” he said.
His advice was to operationalize
the Public Service Act, establish
a roadmap to boost mining and
have a clear plan to address the
health crisis — emphasizing that
COVID-19 is not yet over — more
decisively, ’ .

Zy-Za Nadine Suzara, Execu-
tive Director of the Institute for
Leadership, Empowerment, and

economic recovery and the con-
tinued fight against COVID-19.
Military spending and infra-
structure seem to be important
to this administration, she said,
and there is Jess emphasis on
people-centered programs.

“Let’s see if there might
be some changes in the
next years and if there will
be improvements in how
these budgets are spent for pro- |
grams that will benefit ordinary
Filipinos,” she said.

Finally, Coco Alcuaz, ex-
ecutive director of the Makati
Business Club, said the business
sector welcomes Marcos’ words
on partnerships, participation,
and making the Philippines an
investment destination. ,

“This is a very good signal that
there will be a change in how the
government deals with the pri-
vate sector as compared with the
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LOWER PRODUGTION PULLS
DOWN ATLAS MINING INCOME

By Jordeene B. Lagare creased by 11 percent to 12.60 mil-
@jordeenelagare lion tons. Copper grades tumbled
by 3 percent to 0.238 percent.

Listed mining firm Atlas
Consolidated Mining and
Development Corp. report-
ed a 12-percent decline in its
end-September net income to
P3.07 billion from P3.48 billion
in the same period a year prior
due to lower production and
mixed metal prices.

In a disclosure, Atlas Min-
ing said gross revenue for the
comparative period dropped
by 9 percent to P13.31 billion
from P14.65 billion.

Copper metal production
by its wholly-owned subsid-
iary, Carmen Copper Corp.,
plunged by 14 percent to 54.82
million pounds due to the low-
er tonnage milled.

“The reduction in copper
metal production was mainly
due to inclement weather ex-
perienced during the first four
months of the year and this
quarter,” the company said.

Milling tonnage for the July
to September period alone de-

Gold production went
down by 13 percent to 16,923
ounces, also because of low-
er gold grades which stood at
5.36 grams per dry metric ton.

Copper metal content of
concentrate shipped fell by 12
percent to 56.90 million pounds
and gold content dipped by 11
percent to 16,377 ounces.

Metal prices were mixed,
with the price of copper down
by 2 percent to $4.15 per pound
but that of gold inched up by 1
percent to $1,827 per ounce.

Meanwhile, earnings be-
fore interest, tax, depreciation
and amortization were lower
at P4.37 billion from P8 billion.

“Operating cost was ad-
versely affected by higher
energy and fuel prices, and
higher waste charged to oper-
ations,” it added.

Cash generated from oper-

-ations improved, enabling the

additional loan payment of
$74.6 million of loans. ma
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malinis na tubig at sabon ay - Gamitin ang pinaghu-
nakapapatay na ng mikroby- tubig bilang paniinis ng

ISA ang Pilipinas sa mga
sa paggunita sa "Global

Handwashing Day” nitong
nagdaang Sabado, October
15. Sinimulan ang taunang

aktibidades noong taong

2008 kasabay ng deklarasy-
on ng United Nations Gen-
eral Assembly sa taong
iyon bilang “International
Year of Sanitation.”
Layunin ng paggunita na
maitaas ang antas ng kaala-
man ng publiko lalong-lalo na
samga bata atkabataan hing-
gil sawastong paghuhugas ng

kamay na siyang unang de-

pensa upang malabanan ang
ilang karamdaman gaya ng

mazwm nanalo.ﬂm—
ha sa maruming pagkain, tu-

gu-
pmo«:wa ng R:a’t ibang akti-

Naging mahalaga

aﬂﬂpa-

pdnagkmwrﬂnfumlw
ugas ng mga kamay sa pag-

Iaban natin kontra coronavi-

nxsfisease 2019,

Angsummmng g

ong maaaring maging sanhi
ng pagdumi ng walang igil.
Kaya naman, saating mga
tahanan, opisina at tanggapan,
dapat na maging kaugalian na
natinang paghuhugas ng mga
kamay. Ano ba naman ang

ilang minuto gayung paraito. -

sa kaligtasan ng kalusugan
mo at ng iyong pamilya.
Rekomendasyon

of Education at sa UNICEF o
United Nations Intemnational
Children’s Fund para maipa-
sok sa kurikula ng edukasy-
onang sanitasyon na kinabib-

flanganngpaghuhugasngmga -
kamay

Paulit-ulit ang panawagan
ni Dr. Sevillo D. David
Jr. Executive Director ng Na-
wwmnasmmsﬁwﬂ..

Imm maymmtanad
itong ayusin;

palikuran o hakuran;

- Gurmnilngth'nba tabo
sa l
Huway t;ayaang]nalm
bukasanggg:ohabang

lalaba, nach hilamos cnagst-

sspllyo
- Guman itng palanggana

sa paghugay: ngmgamal
pnm

Gumanit ng timba at

: basatmmpaﬂhmﬂgm
se.

klnakaﬂangm magtipid sa  IF
wﬂm ang mga
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susunod na taon.

DAHIL SA MABABANG WATER LEVEL SA ANGAT

Supply ng tubig sa Mm

Sa kabila ng mga
pag-ulan, mababa pa
rin ang antas ng tubig sa
Angat

Water

i ' Dam sa Bulacan
ya't nanganganib na

rahan

nakaraan ay hindi pa
halos ing sa mga
water shed kung naka-
locate ang mga dams
para naman uma
‘ng gﬁ M.‘ngganag
Ng opisyal.

Binanggit din ni
David, na mababa pa

Sinabi ni National

(NWRB) executive di-
rector Sevillo David
Jr., nasa 189.4 mety
Suplay ng.  ang antas ng tubig sa
M&d‘é@ Angat sa ngayon at

dapat umakyat ito sa

at nan.

rces
metfo-

Nitong nagdaang
araw kahit na may
/0 Na dumaan sa
Luzon at ma(x

mga pag-ulan ay hindi

212 metro h
katapusan ng taon.
lto aniya ay para
matiyak an
ng tubig sa Metro Ma-
nila, gayundin para sa
irigasyon sa mga tani-
man sa Bulacan at Pam-

S3  NIANGIE [)}:LA CRUZ

panga, hanjgang sa

panghon ng . 'n?t sa

susunod nation.
“Yung mga ulan

Nararanasai natin

ng pagbaciyo* noo

suplay

naman n

ulan sa may w.

ng Angat dam para
makatulong na tumaas
g;gn tubig sa naturang

Ang 90 percent

tubig sa Memla Mamapg
ay nagmumu saAngt
dam. i |
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Angat Dam p
Sa kabil

ulan, amabagangpamgﬁzef%

antas ng tubig sa Angat

alsuloy ang pagbaba ng tublg

itosa212metmhanggang shed kung naka-locate
sa katapusan ng taon mga dams para nar:;ﬁ
Ito para mati-

Dam sa Bulacan kaya't
nanganganib na kulangin
ang suplay ng tubig sa
Metro Manila sa susunod
na taon.

Sinabi ni National
Water Resources Board
(NWRB) executive direc-

David Jr., nasa
189.4 metro antas ng
tubig sa Angat Dam sa
ngayon at dapat umakyat

e —

aniya ay

yak ang suplay ng tubng

sa Metro Manila, gayundin
para sa mgasgon sa mga
taniman sa Bulacan at
Pampanga, hanggang sa
panahon ng tag-init sa
susunod na taon

“Yung mga 'ulan na
nararanasan natin dulcl
Ng pagbagyo noo
karaan ay hindi pa
ng sa mga water

S e L

umangat nang maayos
Ietg)el ng mga ito, "
Imanas ng opisyal.
Binanggit din ni Davs‘.'
Jr., na mababa rin ang
antas ng lubig sa Panta-
bangan Dam sa Nueva
E at San Roque Dam
angasinan.
Ang 90 percent

- " bi Metro M :Fm-
Ig sa Metro Manila ay
nagmumula sa.

saAngatdam.
(Aﬂgm dela sz}
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Prioritize agticulture, group says

BY JED MACAPAGAL

FOOD security and livelihood ad-
vocacy group ‘Tugon Kabuhayan
said government can do mote in
priotitizing the agriculture sector.

“We would always need our
food producers. We fear that if
our government does not heed
the call (for help), there’ll be more
farmers who will stop tilling the
land and ﬁqhermcn who will stop
going out to sea,? said Asis Perez,
Tugon Kabuhayan convenor, ina
statemnent yesterday.

 Perez said food producers re-
main mpove.nshed. Farmers and

fishermen are the top two poorest

sectors in the country with 31.6
percent and 26.2 percent poverty

incidence percentages, respectively.
Tugon Kabuhayan said some
consumers also “unfaitly”  blame

- rice and vegetable farmers for tis-

ing food prices. It said traders are
the ones who mostly benefit from
higher prices.

Dr. Ronald Edilberto Ona, dc:m
of the College of Sciences at the
Palawan State University , said the
Philippines still has long way to
g0 in achxev:ng its food security

Ouasa.!d the govemment must

revisit its stratizgic plan for agricul-
ture and rural c evelopment to en-
sute farmers, fisherfolk| and other
agricultural workers who comprise
40 percent of the laboriforce “are
not left behind ”
Cmng latest data from the Phil-
ippine Statistics Authority, Ona
said the agricaiture, fofestry, and
fishery sector contributes only an
average of 20 pircent tojthe Philip
pine:gross domestic product with
an 8.4 percent. contribution in the
second quarter of 2022
“This is unfortunate donsidering

... PRIORITIZE

tila_t the agriculture sector is the
lifeblood of the Philippine econo-
my as it employs about 40 percent
of Filipino workers,” Ona said.
Ona also warned about the
estimates compiled by the Food
and Agriculture Organization
that by 2050, the wotld will need
to produce 60 percent more food
to feed a population of 9.3 billion
as there is a big shortfall between
the amount of food the wotld
produces today and the amount
needed to feed everyone in 2050.
| Ona added that in terms of
faod security, The Economist’s
2021 Global Food Security Index
ranked the Philippines 64th out of

113 countries in terms of its four

dimensions of food security.

Fishing group Pambansanz
Lakas ng Kilusang Mamamalakaya
ng Pilipinas (Pamalakaya) said lacc
of government subsidies amid ris-
ing oil prices will continue to pizl
down the fisheries sector.

Ronnel 1 alakayi
national spokesperson , said fish-
etfolk may be forced to abandon
their livelihood or cut their fishin;
activities as they are now unable to
recover the ever-rising production
cost, 80 percent of which goes to
fuel expenses.

Arambulo reiterated the group’s
demand fora P15,000 production sub-

sidy that will cover the fuel expenszi;
of aﬁshexfo!kfomtleasttwomondl< A
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Bgy. Kapitan kulong sa

pagbebenta ng anchestral domain
PATONG-PATONG nakaso ang isinampa laban sa isang baran-

: ﬁ:{ kapitan sa iligal na pagbebenta ng anchesiral domain sa Davao
o : 5 :

Ayon kay Ely Leano, spokesperson ng National Bureau,of
Investigation XI, naisampa sa Digos City Prosecutor 's Office an,
kasong Estafa throngh fmiﬁcaﬂan of Public documents, illega

, possession of firearms, illegal possession of explosives, at ang
paglabag sa Indigenous Peoples Rights Act (Republic Act No.
8371 of 1997) laban kay Brgy,.l_(apatagan, Digos, Davao del'Sur
Chairman Juanito “Wantoy” Morales. % b

Sa ulat, nadakip sa entrapment operation si Morales siloob
mismo ng Bara.nsay Hall nang maaktuhan na P.uqﬁnna.ng doku-
mento saalleged iligal na pagbebenta ng:hia sa anchestral domain.

Samantala, maliban kay Morales, nadakip din ang sampu pang
may kinalaman sa nasabing transaksyon: = Wi




o STRATEGIC
COMMUNICATION
AND

el (O E S AL
PO
g

TITLE :

SERVICE

PHILIPPINE DAILY

BALANCED NEWS + FRARLESS VIEWS

INQUIRER

BANNER
STORY

6 UPFER FAGET EDTONAL  CARTOON
z STORY

PAGE LOWER

#0za°

DATE

PAGE

CEBU CITY—A team of “river
rangers” will soon be deployed
by the local government to en-
sure that the city’s waterways
will be free of trash. -
Raquel Arce, head of Cebu
City's Prevention, Restoration,
Order, Beautification and En-
hancement (Probe) team, said
the city was planning to tap
the services of barangay emer-
gency responders for this task,
which is part of a river cleanup

INCEBUCITY.‘RANGERS TAPPED TOKE

SKFORCET

project led by former Environ-
ment Secretary Roy Cimatu.
“These responders will be
trained as river rangers who
may issue citation tickets to vi-
olators. They will be assigned to
monitor the condition of rivers
and watch for people who are
making these dirty,” Arce said.
Mayor Michael Rama re-
cently launched “Task Force
Disiplina” where Probe and oth-
er city officés make sure that

L

PAIVERS CLEA

residents do not litter, spit, or
smoke in public pleces. |
Arce said monitoring . of
people throwing trash in| the
city’s rivers will be part of the
task force’s respornisibility. |
Cebu City has at least 8co
emergency resporiclers from its
80 barangays, or about 10 for
each village. They are primar-
ily tasked to assist residents
during times of calamities and
disasters. —DALEISRAELING |
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GretaTh
o

| URBANISTA

| DAPHNE
SENA PAEZ

B ACK in Seple!mber, med

ish activist Greta Thunberg
said: “There.can tlveno cliinate
justice undet-Marcos .. we
stahd in solidarity with th| mar-
tial law victims séekmg ]Jmce
and lhe human Ti 2

Greta retcrred to President Fer-
dinand Marcos Jrias a “fiscist
leader.” This video/message was
played at the 50tH anniversary
of the declaration gf martiz | law
at the University of the Philip-
pines. While this statement was
on brand with climate activ/sts’
plea for protectinL of human
rights, it dilutes 1]13 message
and strategies of addressing
climate change,
Greta appeared onvideo with
another European climate activ-
ist named Alde Nilsson and a
Filipino, ‘Mitzi Tah. Together
they said things like, “the fight
for climate ]usticv is a fight
for democracy.” While I don't
dlsagi ee with that I ﬁnd itcon-

voluted. ﬂrst in ‘rny environ-
mental management matri, the

fight for climate |¢st1ce begins

with the rtcugnmo{l that groups
are affected by climate change
differently regardless of' the
form of government. Second,
the Philippines is a democracy,
_ recognized asa sovareign nétion
by the UN and all jother coun-
teies, and praised for having a
peaceful and legitimate clec-
tions by no less than the EU last
May. Third, fascism is a harsh
allegation which these young
activists are throwing at Marcos
with no proof or reference. He
has only been pregident for a
- little over 100 days.
Even the UN is of the position
that there is a great inequality
in how the impacts of climate
change are felt in di erent parts

L mbergs own d@flnltlon of chma

1
|

of the world — between tich
and poor, men and women,
older and younger generations.
The poor are always the first
to suffer. In the case of 'fﬁe
Philippines, we, collectively,
are among the most adversely
_affected by climate chan
regardless of age, gender, er
socioeconomic status. :

resident Marcos, at a recent
United Nations General Assembly
speech, hlghhghtedcllmatemange
as the first of four global challenges
threatening humamty calling the
effects uneven, reflecting an his-
torical injustice. “Those who are
least responsible suffer the most.

1e Philippines, for example, is a

ot carbon sink, we absorb more
carbon dioxide than we emit.
And yet, we are the fourth most
vulnerable country to the effects of
climate change. This injustice must
be corrected, aéd those who need
to do more must act now.”

In general, the victims of

climate change also have very

little resgonsib ility for caus-

. ing the emissions responsible

for climate change in the first
place. Wealthy, industrialized
nations have been producing
high emissions per capita since
the mid-1800s. The pollution
caused by greenhouse gas emis-
sions is a global concern' that
brought countries together fora
common cause, hence the Paris
Climate Agreement, of which
the Philippines is a mgnato@.w
President Duterte emphasnmd
the need for rich countries to pay
up. He said this in an April 2022
televised message in “Talk to the
People”: “The rich countries that
are not affected by the destruction
caused by pollution should pay us
for the damage. They should finda
way to equalize the damage.”
While we, as a country, cry
foul and seek the real justice we
so urgently need from wealthy
ifidustrialized nations, there

are a lot of things we can do to.

mitigate the effects of climate
change domestically. Defores-
tation is a constant problem

_proﬂde Europe v w1th %ﬂ

bmg, 1llegal quarrying, and
killing trees in Masungi
still ongoing. These are human
activities that can be stop ed
by a change in behavior
implementation of current la
As the most high-profile .
mate activist, Greta Thunbe
messages get magnified the world
over. She has the Opporhmty 0
move and influence climate poli-
cies and action, Her statem
on this Marcos admuustrano ]
p@smon on climate change m%
be well intentioned but are ill-
mformed and false. The Philip-
pines legitimately does not
a fascist government.
Climate justice is not grante
by one government. It requires
complicated global shift that wi
affect economies, politics and
security in an already conflicted
world. Europe’s dependence
on Russian gas is a cautionary
té[g Canada has the ability to

tural gas
but Trudeau will not in the name
of the Liberal’s commitment
to renewable energy. These are
'b&ml)lftated trade-offs. ;
“Though Greta's home country,
Sweden, has among the lowest
greenhouse gas emissions per
capita among European nations,
one Swede still uses more carbon
than one Filipino. Accordin t
the World Bank, the Phﬂlppl%&s
carbon dioxide emissions per
_capita is 1.33 metric tons. Swe-
den produces 3.54 MT per capita.
Greta Thunberg is no longer
a child, She must take respon-
sibility for her actions and her
words. The obtaining climate
justice is not something that
will be granted by a presldqlt

- whether liberal, conservative,

fascist, or dictatorial. Top pol-
luting countries must cut their
emissions, choose renewable
energy, fund climate action pro-
grams in developing countries,
and most of all, pay for the
damage of the storms of the past
and t ose that are yet to come.

e justice
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~ . Athousand
- days for Marcos
For the country’s businessmen, the first 100 days for ane
administration is too short. - _
Thus, George Barcelon, president of the influential
Philippine Chamber of Commerce and Industry (PCCI) is
choosing to look at President Marcos’ first 1,000 days or the
first three years of his administration before gauging him
as president. .
erhaps, Barcelon is mindful of the fact that it isn’t easy
to get things done here in our nation of 110 million, what
with the cobwebs of bureaucratic red tape, corruption,

endless list of problems, global
EYES WIDE: Rl &% P eon et
OPEN

, Ot_%s for me, I think tha}t indeed,
nothing big or significant happened
duringgMagcos' ﬁg::tﬁlOO dayg)g:cept
Eerha}::s some sudden departures of

ey players in his administration.
But this isn’t unusual for a
Philippine president.
Productive 100 days
The idea of a really productive
100 days started when Franklin D.

e ‘Roosevelt or FDR took office in 1933

as the 32nd president of the United States.

He took swift action, so says our history books, to get his
country out of the Great Depression and calm the nation’s
crippling finangial panic.He moved Congress to pass critical
Lcii'?laﬁon, such as the Emergency B.

IRIS GONZALES

anking Act and several
r measures that translated to extraordinary productivity
for the man called FDR. G ;
It was he who set a first 100-day standard against which
all future US presidents — and every other leader across the
globe — would be measured.
Other US presidents would then be remembered for

" notablethirigs they did in their firit 100 days, There’s the Bay of
2 Ef invasion in Cuba, which John F. Kennedy or JFK launched;

hile Gerald Ford gave Richard Nixon|a full pardon for

" involvement in the Watergate scandal that led to his resignation.

Ronald Reagan was not to be ou‘dlone, announcing the release
of US diplomats being held hostage in Iran.. i

Barari Obama - who like FDE took office during a severe
financial crisis - was able to get Congress to sign a $787 million
stimulus package, the American Recovery and Reinvestment
Act, on his 29th day in office, according to hisfory.com.

It's only fair to wish that Marcos had done more in his first
100 days, especially given the enorimity of our problems, comin,
from a debilitating two-year CO'VID-19 pandemic. He coul
have already appoirited a Health Eecreta.rz or made permanent
the OIC by now. He could have also finally appointed an
Agriculture Secretary to focus on the enormity of the food crisis.

There are many urgent things to address, including
skyrocketing food and oil prices, and the still rampant
corruption in notoriously corrupt yovernment agencies such as
the Land Transportation Office. 1 Imow this for a fact because
recently visited the LTO. - |

But Marcos had a lot of housec'eaning to do and I hear that
he is treading carefully given the burden or the legacy of the
Marcos name. The wor_ldgils.watd'nj ng him closely and he is well
aware. He is afraid to make mistzkes, say people in his circle.

Wishlist =~ .

But Barcelon and his fellow businessmen are giving Marcos
enough time to get the ball rollin;3, he told me recently when
we sat down for a chat. .

At the 48th PCCI Philippine Business Conference &
Expo happening today and tomorrow at the Manila Hotel,
busi_nessm'enmul;liﬁ discuss with Marcos their wishlist on how to
improve the economy and the business climate in the country.

arcelon said discussions would focus on the ease of doing
business in the country, connectivity, and availability of power.

This year’s conference carries the theme, “The Philippines
is ready and open for business.”

Barcelon said businessmen havi2 been consistent in pushing -

S "for.t.he
back on track to s

higher growth trajectory.
Business c_lge

benefit both economies.
power, corruption, etc.

targets so that we can re

rolling.

country forward.

Ey@WideOpSn on FB.

ning of the economy because we neéd to' get
in our growth momentum. . o~

Ferdinand “Perry” Ferrer, chairman of the business

President Marcos’ programs

conference, said the business community is also eager to hear
to steer our country toward a

ation from Sri Lanka
A30-member business gglega:tion representing
leading companies will also be part of this year’s Philippine
Business Conference, with the aim of strengthening trade
relations with the Philippines. :
Sri Lankan Ambassador to the Philippines Shobini
Gunasekera said members of their delegation are looking
. forward to meeting their counterparts to discuss potential
collaborations, joint ventures, and engagements that will

Sri Lanka’s

Issues . d
There are, indeed, many issues that Marcos needs to
address — from food security, climate change, availability of

I told sir George that these are the same issues that we hear
over and over, and they never seem to be addressed. He says
the key is for implement‘;rﬁg agencies to set accomplishment

eally see actual improvements.

In all, Barcelon remains hopeful,
Marcos has the willingness to listen to businessmen.

For now, they are giving Marcos more time to get the ball

he says, because President

But we have yet to see what this really means for the
Marcos administration. We have yet to hear a grand vision
— beyond unity — and concrete plans on how to move the

JEK once said that the work of a president will not be
finished in a hundred orin a thbu‘samf
lifetime, but first and foremost, it must begin.

days or perhaps in a

Iris Gonzales’ email address is eyesgonzales@ ail.com.
Follow her on Twitter @eyesgonzales. Columnfm archives at

T
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Gustong
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Kggama ko ang cﬁ kapmva
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ir group,

miy ro sa ammg
T maaw:lt 1to

Ko.i%e

Baymkoml*'reddle

Edsa 1986 kungsaan itosum-
ikat hanggang ngayon. Tila nal- .
imutan na ngayon ang Pilipinas

k%mhal
guni hhk mto ay hla nag-

ba g |
isan mdlbtwalsa kam lipiman
at bayan.

Sa mga nangyayaring 510bal
warming o heating at climate
, tila sunod-sunod ang mga
delybyo sa atmg bansa. At isa sa
Fu n inasa mabilisna
e it ngglr a}ﬁﬁdl naman
asan ang bagyo tulad ng
katatapos ng bagyong Neneng.
aha nitong katatapos na
Bagyong Neneng ang Cagayan at
katq’bmg lalawigan na Isabela.
Lagpas tao ’ urnanoang tubig-baha
ayon sa mga ‘ulat.
Hindi lang naman ltong bagy

bayan fg
ula pa noong Ondo Pepeng,

Subalit nmtllmg Poj uIar ang .

al:ona,

1g pinsala sa maraming -

PACE

Yolandas, Odette, Ulysses, Kard-
mg,atmaranugang{bm nahau-
na pasa cm%ca it
‘'ko. Hindi na magkakasya ang

_ buongpahinangko itokung
babanggitin ko'pa ang mga bagy- -
ong nauna pa sa Ondoy.

At sa mga ba ong ‘yon ay

nga’y saang kamay ng Diyos nila
kukunin ang pambayad kung na-

. lewnproducbsatﬂnpa, a

PII"I‘FH I".F\( El | ANNER
STORY STORY
f|'\f F H'PWFR

fa gﬁ'l‘ nang 1u
agrikultura. Kai'angan np itong
iban on ngayon d n.
apatuloy .ing del

amJ.t n;l}-lﬁl)sﬁ Eﬁﬁhﬂoy ¥

inding- polusyon s atm hel
siyaringbumutassa oa: .
mundo 0 ozone layer kaya pe
na umiinit ang ating planeta.

Kasabay pa nito 1y ang
na pa ong aingk
at pagkalmsa

gakabun dlan at ptino na

. kalasag natin sa mala.l akas na

pagbaha, bagyo. - .
nﬁw&i na Ia:ndshdes pagka- May panahion pa upgng mapig-
sira ng mga tuahan, paaralan at ilan ang patuloy ra pag-init ng
pampublikong mundoo global heating. Tig{lanna

Isa sa laging matindi ang hina-  ang pagputol sa myz kagubatan at
_hagupit ng mga delubyong ito ay pagbabasag sa mga kabundjukan..
ang mga taniman. Nasisira ang Itigil na ang pagtatambak ng

e a ng lupang sa- Mmga basura sa mga kabunduka nat
kahan dahil inilt l;.bogltongmala watershed. Ang "bage 1 g
Iakmg pagbaha.. i:f ikatlong 1ig pag-init ng
Ano ang epekto sa atin? awakan ng murc'o. _
magsasakang hindi pa an nang iigil ang kasi-
on sa mga nakaraang baan at katawan sa sa?; '
delubyo ay na baon sa utang. mailigtas natinang Inang Kalikasa
; meambﬂmﬂangka,mlmghmhxa sa mahtmdmg pagbcha at my
kailangang bayaran. Ngunit ‘ika . pang deluby

ARTOON
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WE'VE known all along that we're among the coun-
mmmmdm

That’s becanse we have ‘ar
ﬂureguhrly visit 1he country from this side of the
Pacific Ocean ‘massive floods that displace
people and cause extensive damage to agrictlture.

We have earthquakes thet occur with varying inten-
sity from time to time due to movements in tectonic
pmsdmpmﬂlegmmdﬂmtmmctah:ghmﬂmhvm

and property.

And we have volcanic eruptions in the major is-
lands that are part of the so-called Pacific ‘ring of fire’
that send people scampering to safety from ashfall and
lava flows.

‘What we've been recently made aware of, how-
ever, is that we are now the world's most disaster-prone
country. And that’s not just because of the natural
m&ﬂm htnhodnmhmfail-

’I}m’sﬂnmhmxwhedudpﬂﬁwdmﬁ)e

IawomealﬂAmﬁCmﬂnaRuhUmm
Bochum. :

Their World Risk Index that calculated the disaster

rdcﬁ:rl%mdnwdﬂ:tﬁnﬁu]mpmeshas
the highest disaster risk, with an index score 0f46.82,
followed by India with 4231, Indonesia with 41.46,
Colombia with 3837, miwmﬁmpmm
3755.
Mymmm%mm
Pakistan were mlgﬂng;lﬂwm&n
highest disaster risk.
m%ﬂmmnwmﬁawmm

disaster occurs not only when e natural hazards
hit a couniry but also when it be s vulnerable to
their effects.

It seeks to raise awareness about the relevance of
social capacities in disaster preparedness among the
public and decision-makers in all sectors of society, to

provide guidance for practitioners in-the prevention of
hmmmaﬂnamtdammsmﬂwal-- \

location and pi ufrescum

PHis most disaster-prone country

understand that the emergence and progression of di-
sasters are highly dependent on the social conditions of
the people, and armed with adequate imformation, they
can shift from reactive to proactive action.
&rmrm&nagmﬂr%ﬂliﬂchdexme—
el 2 jurnp | previous records.
mmnmmmﬂxhﬁhvm
rsmiumdlmgnbemﬂof ¥

" The World Risk Report ||
tells us very clearly that

the Philippines needs a i
Department of Disaster = '
Resilience now, not at !

sometime in the future,
to avert further loss of
lives, property and public
infrastructure, as well as
economic setbacks -

In 2018, we ranked third on the list of countries with
the highest disaster risk, with an index score of 26.70.
In 2019, the country dropped to ninth after registering
an index value of 20.69.

n 2020, as the COVID-19 pandemic spread like

wildfire, the Philippines was still among the top 10
mmwmﬂzh@mcﬁmxﬂcwhﬂem:&ng
in ninth place with the same index score.

Last year, the Philippines ranked eighth with an in-
dex score of 21.39.

The report also found that the Philippines was
m&mlﬂmw&hhhﬂmw
1o disasters.

The country ranked fourth with 39.99
railing China, Japan, and Mexico. il

It defines exposure as the extent to which
tions in areas are exposed to and bur-
dened by the impacts of extreme natural events or the

negative conse J iences of climate change.
Hazardousr &5 include ﬁ\aqlx:wymdm:my

of earthquakes, 1sunamis, cpastal and river floods, cy-

clones, drough's and sea-le me‘n-;[xwlmedmm

The report also foo on vulnerability, which
is the tendenc:t of populations bbeaﬂ“euwdbyﬁ-
mnmlxleﬂtnsmﬂ]e tive impacts of climate
change.

T&Vuﬁmhhtyﬁw X plores ﬂ'ﬂu[mﬂl\ﬁﬂﬂ

of households and societics and how eas-

ity and to what ¢egree they can be destabilized, dam-
a@d,a‘e\mdﬁuu‘wiby IXtreme evenis,

}h‘,h ﬂlm inerability score was “Vay

The report makes an important point “Disaster
risks are not solely shaped by the occurrence, intensity,
and duration of ‘e xtreme natliral events, but that social

- factors, politicz| conditions mdmormcmmm

areeqm[tym;tnﬂieﬁ:r er disasters occur in
the context of et reme natun m

1] But there’s ho e in the hgrizon: Every society is ca-

. pable of taking direct or indirect precaitions, such as

' the establishment and mainténance of efective disaster
mw-a:umﬁm effects of natural hazards or

change.
And notall ity loom and gloom: The couniry’s cop-
i and adapti cq.u:lues Scores. were

~ing capabilities
57.81 (very high) and 55.48 (high), respectively.

Coping capcities are abilities and measures of
societies to count :r adverse imipacts of natumal cvents
or climate chany through direct actions and available

resources in the firm of forhal or informal organized
activities and mensures, as well as to reduce damage
in the immediat:: iftermath of mmarxlmluau:m-
covery.

Adaptive caparities, on the other hand, refer 1o long-
term processes an | strategiesto achieve changes in so-
cietal structures it d systems fo counteract, mitigate, or
purposefilly avei| fisture negative impacts.

Given all this, do we need to create a depariment
devoted exclusive y to disa mumfrcsllm’

That's been (hl‘.llaiby ers, policy imple-
nm:mddvil:whyﬁrhigﬁw can remem-
e 3

Butwhat the A orld Risk Report tells us vcry clearly
is that the Philip)ises needs : Depummofl')ﬁ.m
Resili-nce now, X ¢ at sometifne in the futre, o avert

- further loss of live 4, property ind public infrastrcture,
| as well as econoin ¢ setba
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. Holistic approach to
disaster mitigation pushed

‘Following a study citing
the Philippines as the most
disaster-prone country in the
world, Senator Christopher

* “Bong” Go renewed his eall for -
a holistic approach to building

a more disasterresilient nation
as he works to get his proposed

"measures passed that will
allow the country to deal with

calamities, both natural and
manmade, more effectively.
With a 46.82 index score,

thethppmmhadthefuslmt.

disaster risk according to the

World Risk Index. The index is

_were also among the top:

part of the annual World Risk

Report2022byGennml}based
BlnlixusErl}:mcldm;gHﬂftm!l

the Institute for International
Law of Peace and Armed

Conflict at Ruhr University
Bochum which calculates the
disaster risk for 193 counties,
‘IheP&liIipPMes index score
is due to its vulnerability,
exposure, and high risk to
disasters and calamities, the
report noted. .
"The Philippines was
fullomd by India, Indonesia,
and Mexico. China,
Bangladesh, Myanmar,
Mozambique and Pakistan

10 nations with the highest

(disaster risk,

Meapwhile; the United
Nations recently reported that

| desplteﬂwn,semeatastmpiﬁc

weather and natural disasters,
half of the countries in the world
lack sophisticated early warning

According to a recent

- assessment by the UN agencies

for weather and disaster risk
reduction, countries with

- danger, Go refiled Senate Bill

2022, which aims to protect the

weak early warning systems
experience eight times more
disaster-related deaths than
those with effective safeguards.

Taking into account how
natural disasters can gravely
harm the nation’s economy
and put people’s lives in

1181, otherwise known as the
Philippine Building Aet of

people’s lives and mitigate the
impact of disasters by setting

_ all buildings and structures

must meet with, particularly
the recommended structural
stability and integrity designed
to withstand disasters.
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