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NEWSPAPER TITLE SPECIFIC ISSUES 
Top stories   
Phil. Daily Inquirer, p.1  
 
by Delfin T. Mallari Jr and 
Dempsey Reyes 
 

Green group 
welcomes 
dam project 
suspension 

● Kalikasan People’s Network for the 
Environment (Kalikasan) praised 
the decision of the DENR to 
suspend the construction of the 
Kaliwa Dam project in the Sierra 
Madre mountain range. 
 

● Undersecretary Ernesto Adobo 
said that the ECC for the project 
had been put on hold by the 
department because it had not yet 
complied with zoning 
requirements. 
 

● Environment Secretary Ma. 
Antonia Yulo-Loyzaga clarified that 
an ECC had been issued but 
pointed out that it came with a 
“condition”—the free and prior 
informed consent (FPIC) from the 
indigenous peoples (IPs) to be 
affected by the project. 
 

● The construction of the dam was 
awarded to the Chinese company, 
China Energy, under an official 
development assistance 
agreement between Manila and 
Beijing. 
 

● Several groups opposing the 
project fear that the construction of 
the dam will endanger more than 
100,000 lives.  

The Manila Times, p. A7  
 
by Ire Joe V. C. Laurente 
 

Complaints 
filed vs 
energy 
projects 

● Protect the Verde Island Passage 
(Protect VIP) and the Center for 
Energy, Ecology and Development 
(CEED) filed a complaint against 
the issuance of an ECC for the 
project of the AG&P-Linseed to 
build a liquefied natural gas (LNG) 
import terminal facility in Batangas 
City and the San Miguel Corp.-



Excellent Energy Resources Inc. 
(SMC-EERI) that is constructing a 
1.75 gigawatts (GW) LNG power 
plant in the same vicinity. 
 

● The group said the projects pose a 
threat to the biodiversity of the VIP 
and the livelihood of the people 
who depend on it. 
 

● The complaint cited three 
violations of the project: 

○ companies' continued 
construction despite failure 
to secure coconut tree-
cutting permits from the 
Philippine Coconut Authority 
(PCA);  

○ failure to secure tree-cutting 
permits from DENR; and  

○ failure to secure a land 
conversion order from the 
Department of Agrarian 
Reform (DAR), which would 
warrant the cancellation of 
the environmental 
compliance certificate for 
the projects.  
 

● Accdg to Protect VIP, DAR issued 
a cease-and-desist order against 
SMC-EERI and AG&P-Linseed on 
Aug. 8, 2022 for the companies' 
violation. 

Business Mirror, p. A6  
 
by Nikko Balbedina 
 

Bishop to 
gov’t: Act 
more on IP’s 
ancestral 
land claims 

● Bishop Valentine Dimoc, chairman 
of the Catholic Bishops’ 
Conference of the Philippines’ 
Episcopal Commission on 
Indigenous Peoples (CBCP-ECIP), 
called on the government to pay 
more attention to legitimate 
ancestral land claims by 
Indigenous peoples (IPs) saying 
“Many indigenous groups still do 
not have their CADT [certificate of 
ancestral domain title] and are still 
struggling.” 

Business Mirror, p. A7  
 
by Jonathan Mayuga 

Increased 
collaboration, 
awareness 

● Executive Director Theresa 
Mundita S. Lim of the Asean 
Centre for Biodiversity (ACB) cites 



 crucial to 
tackling 
biodiversity, 
climate 
concerns 

direct and indirect benefits humans 
obtain from nature like the 
provisioning services brought by 
forests and trees - aid in healing 
damaged ecosystems, provide 
livable conditions, reduce the 
effects of noise, control floods and 
droughts, reduce climate change, 
and control infectious diseases. 

 
● However Lim pointed out that 

ecological services provided by 
forests are threatened by 
deforestation, pollution, and 
biodiversity loss. 

 
● She also said that climate change 

is likely to result in biodiversity 
loss, forest degradation and 
reduction, and migration and 
extinction of species. Adding that 
endangered plants and animals 
are the most common components 
in almost all Asean Heritage Parks 
(AHPs) that are sensitive to climate 
change. 

Business Mirror, p. A5  
 
by Samuel Medenilla 
 

Marcos Jr. 
pushes for 
more 
incentives for 
Balik 
Scientists 

● Marcos said scientists will be 
playing a crucial role to cope with 
the international “primordial 
problem” which is climate change. 
He hopes that science could 
provide the answers for climate 
change mitigation and adaptation. 

The Manila Times, p. 1 
 
by Bella Cariaso 

Only 2% of 
PH coral 
reefs remain 
healthy - 
watchdog 

● Haribon Foundation Chief 
Operating Officer Anna Varona 
said that only 2 percent of the 
country's coral reef remains 
healthy, adding that there are 5 
trillion plastics in the world's 
surface water. 
 

● Varona also said that the presence 
of so many plastic particles in the 
marine environment indicates that 
plastics have already entered our 
food chain, noting that "When you 
are a lover of seafood, most likely 
you have 70,000 particles of 
microplastics... in your system, 
every year on an average."  



 
● Varona lauded the passage of 

Republic Act 11898 or "Extended 
Producer Responsibility (EPR) Act 
of 2022" making firms responsible 
for plastic packaging. 

 
● DENR said that the country 

generates at least 2.7 million 
metric tons of plastic wastes, 
adding that 20 percent of plastic 
wastes end up in the oceans. 
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