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NAMRIA pushes Pl.38-B 
budget for '23 in Congress 

BY ]ON ATHAN L. MAYUGA 

'I @jonlmayuga 

THE National Mapping and 
Resource InformationAuthor
ity (NAMRIA), an attached 

agency of the Department of En
vironment and Natural Resources 
(DENR) is seeking the approval of a 
Pl.38-billion budget for 2023. 

NAMRIA's proposed budget is 
equivalentto5percentofthe DENR's 
total proposed budget of P23 billion. 

NAMRIA, the central mapping 
agency of the government, aims to 
update the topographic-based maps, 
which are the basis of various maps 
produced by various government 
agencies, including the Mines and 
Geosciences Bureau (MGB), which 
produces the geohazard maps. 

During the DENR's budget hear
ingconducted by the Senate Subcom
mittee on Environment and Natural 
Resources led by Senator Cynthia Vil
lar on Tuesday, Senate Pro Tempore 
Loren Legarda questioned the need 
for a P312-million budget for map
ping activities. 

Mandated to provide the public 
with map-making services and to 
act as the central mapping agency, 
depository and distribution facil
ity of natural resources data in the 
form of maps, charts, texts, and 
statistics, NAM RIA is targeting next 
year the production and updating of 
1,500 large-scale 1:10,000 digital 
line maps for Quezon, La Union, 
Ilocos Sur, Bataan, Albay, Antique, 
Capiz, Southern Cebu and Agusan 
del Norte and 45 medium-scale 
1:50,000 topographic maps for Min
doro and Negros . 

From 2021 to 2022, the DENR 
established the National Natural 
Resource Geospatial Database. 

The move aims to strengthen 
information technology support, 
development oflntegrated Informa
tion Systems, Geospatial Database 
Development for Natural Resources, 
and Operationalization of Climate 
Change Information and Manage
ment Systems. 

During her interpolation, Legarda 
noted that 15 years ago, Congress 
allocated funds for the production 
of geohazard maps and every year 
thereafter, also for the production 
of more maps. 

"These maps were supposed to be 
given to local government units so 
that they can be assisted in disaster 
risk reduction effort," Legarda said. 

Legarda then asked the DENR as 
to the status of the maps, noting that 
every year, Congress allocates funds 
for the purpose. 

"Have you given all 1,600 plus 
cities and municipalities and 42,000 
barangaysthemaps? Whatarethese 
maps? What are the vulnerabilities? 
Why are the mappings never com
pleted?" she asked. 

Undersecretary Peter N. Tiangco, 
NAMRIAadministrator, in response 
said the agency produces different 
types of maps at different scales. 

HesaidLegardamighthave beenre
ferringto the topographic maps, which 
he insisted "needs to be upgraded." 

"In other countries, this is updat
ed every 3 years or every 5 years. Top
ographic maps are used as base maps 
for a lot of schematic applications like 
the MGB," Tiangco explained. 

The MGB is mandated to produce 
geohazard maps to identify highly
at-risk areas or areas that are prone 
to geological hazards like floods, 
earthquakes and landslides. 

According to Tiangco, topograph
ic-based maps include data sources 
for elevation data. 

"This elevation data needs very 
high-resolution satellite imageries 
in order to have the elevation data 
overlaid on the same. MGB uses the 
topographic-based maps to overlay 
their schematic layer to produce the 
geohazard maps," Tiangco said. He 
added that such is costly but the 
DENR uses the cheapest possible 
technology available. 

Tiangco said NAMRIA had al
ready completed the topographic
based maps with a scale ofl:10,000 
and were in fact used to produce 
geohazard maps that were even
tually' distributed to all 1,600 cit
ies and municipalities, including 
42,000 barangays. 

The topographic maps, Tiangco 
said, are sold at a cost of P120 per 
sheet but the schematic applications 
are given out for free. 

Legarda said on top of giving 
out the geohazard maps, the DENR 
should initiate a project to capaci
tate local government units (LGU) 
so that they would understand the 
maps and know how to use them, 
such as declaring an area off-limits 
to housing or building construction. 

Legarda mentioned that several 
years back, lives were lost because of 
flash floods and landslides. 

She said lives could have been 
saved if the locality knew of the 
hazards. 

DENR Secretary Maria Antonia 
Yulo-Loyzaga said there are efforts 
to integrate the data and analysis to 
produce the geologicalrisks with that 
of the Department of Science and 
Technology (DOST), using a mobile 
application called HazardHunter. 

"In terms of contribution of the 
DENR, its flood, and landslide from 
MGB," she noted. 

No-build zones 
VILLAR and Legarda said in addition 
to making maps, the DENR should 
help LGUs identify "no build zones" 
and wants all stakeholders, including 
the Department of the Interior and 
Local Government (DILG), LGUs, 
and even the Department of Educa
tion (DepEd) to know more about the 
application of the geohazardmaps to 
prevent tragic deaths. 

In response, Yulo-Loyzaga said 
such action is a governance question. 

"What is important is a conver
gence between the DILG, LGUs, and 
DENR and agencies that provide 
scientific information. In terms of 
compliance, we need coordination 
and very strong collaboration with 
DILG in order for different LG Us to 
comply at the ground level, including 
DepEd," she said. 
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.,,-----DENR urged: 1 
RevokeECCs 

for reclamation 
projects 

A fisherfolk group has rEti-terated 
its appeal to the Department of En
vironment and Na'tural Resources 
(DENR) to revoke the 21 ·environ
mental compliance certificates (ECCs) 
issued for reclamation projects in 
Manila Bay. 

"We understand that these ~n
vironmental permits were issued 
before DENR Secretary (Antonia) 
Yulo-Loyzaga assumed office. But 
if she allows these ECCs to proceed, 
then it will make her accountable to 
the affected fisherfolk and the marine 
environment that her agency is man
dated to protect," Fernando Hicap, 
chairman of the Pambansang Lakas 
ng Kilusang Mamamalakaya_ng Pili
pinas, said in a statement. 

The issuance of the 21 ECCs for 
the Manila Bay reclamation projects 
was disclosed last Tuesday during the 
Senate hearing on the P23 million pro
posed budget of the DENR for 2023. 

During the hearing, Sen. Cynthia 
Villar, who chairs the Senate com
mittee on environment and natural 
resources, lambasted the DENR over 
reclamation projects in Cavite, which 
she said could cause severe flooding, 
especially in areas within four rivers 
set to be affected by the projects. 
· Villar said the communities to be 
affected include the Zapote River in 
Las Pin.as. - Elizabeth Marcelo 
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DENR urged to 
revoke 21 ECCs 
for Manila Bay 
reclamation 
projects 
By JEL E. SANTOS 

A
group of progressive fish
erfolk has urged the De
partment of Environment 
and Natural Resources 

(DENR) to revoke the 21 environ
mental compliance certificates 
(ECCs) it issued for reclamation 
projects in the Manila Bay. 

In a statement, the Pamban
sang Lakas ng Kilusang Mama
malakaya ng Pilipinas (Pamalaka
ya) urged Environment Secretary 
Ma. Antonia "Toni" Yulo-Loyzaga 
to "immediately and uncondition
ally revoke" the ECCs. 

The group said the ECCs have 
been issued under term of Loyza
ga's predecessors. 

"But if she allows these per
mits to proceed amid the le
gitimate environmental concerns 
raised by stakeholders, then it 
will make her accountable to the 
affected fisherfolk and the marine 
environme'nt that her agency is 
mandated to protect," Pamalakaya 
Chairman Fernando Hicap said. 

The issuance of the 21 ECCs for 
reclamation projects in Manila Bay 
was disclosed by DENR officials 
during its budget briefing at the 

Senate on Tuesday, Oct. 11 
Senator Cynthia Villar, chair

person of the Senate Committee 
on Environment and Natural Re
sources, lambasted the DENR dur
ing the budget briefing over the 
ECCs for the reclamation projects 
in Cavite that could cause severe 
flooding in Las Pifias City and 
other coastal areas. 

Reacting to Villar's tirade, the 
Pamalakaya said the DENR "had 
it coming, as it keeps on turning 
a blind eye" on concerns previ
ously raised by fishers, coastal 
residents, environmentalists, and 
scientists on the socio-economic 
and environmental costs of rec
lamation 

"We demand the DENR to re
voke all the ECCs issued to every 
reclamation project in Manila Bay 
and across the Philippine waters, 
as it has been long proven by 
no less than the fisherfolk and 
marine experts that this profit-

'. 'driven activity is a disaster to 
the environment and the people. 
Instead, the DENR should pur
sue a genuine rehabilitation ,of 
Manila Bay that will restore its 
marine biodiversity and fishery 
resources." 

DATE 
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DENR pursues sustainable 
'green, blue' economy 
TheDepartmentofEnviroru:nentandNaturalResourcesspentthefirst'lOO 
days under the Marcos administration pursuing sustainable management 
and development of the environment while creating \'green" jobs and 
ensuring investments and revenue for the government. 

Inanacco.mplishmentreportdatedSeptember29, theDENRsaiditha~ 
been pursuing a 'blue" and "green" economy, referi.ng respectiv~ly.on the 
fisheries and marine sectors, and agricutlureial)d fores~y ors, inW---
which strategies to address climate mitigation and adapt n are incbr-
porated. 

It said it has prepared four resiliency roadmaps and 1¢estment 
Portfolios for Risk Resilience for the climate-vulnerable .erovinces of 
Eastern Samar, Northern Samar, and Siquijor, as well as clii:nate-vulner-
able city of Metro Iloilo. , 

By December 2022, 12 mQ~ resilience roadmaps are expected to be 
completedfornineclimatevulnerable~aridthreemajo,rurbanareas. 

l . ' 
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Prevention best approach to climate change 
By CORY 

MARTINEZ 

THE best approach to cli
mate change is upreven
tion more than response." 

This was stressed by De
partment of Environment 
and Natural Resources 
(DENR) Secretary Maria 
Antonia Yulo Loyzaga dur
ing the recent deliberations 
of the House of Represen
tatives on the DENR's pro
posed P23.04-billion oud
get for 2023. 

Loyzaga claimed that 
the ideal combination to 
address the impact of cli
mate change comes from 
highhw,ting "green nature
based solutions with grey 
infrastructure solutions. 

She also said that ex
treme weather events will 
cause different impacts on 

the various services of the 
country's landscape and 
forests. 

"What the DENR is do
ing now is actually valuing 
and inventorying the ser
vices that the forest covers. 
For example, forests pro
vide ecosystem services in 
terms of preventing soil ero
sion that could lead to the 
siltation of our rivers and 
waterways. As such, for
ests eventually prevent 
flooding," Loyzaga said. 

She further noted that if 
there is adequate ground 
and forest cover, floods can 
be prevented. 

With the help of the De
eartment of Agriculture 
(DA) and the Department 
of the Interior and Local 
Government (DILG), Loyz
aga also pointed out that 
there are plans to converge 
the different resources that 

are available in each na
tional government agency 
to address the impacts of 
climate change both on the 
national and local level. 

Meanwhile, Analiza Re
b'uelta-Teh, DENR Under
secretary for Finance, In
formation Systems and 
Climate Change, said that 
the "budget of the DENR is 
largely intended to support 
the climate actions of the 
government." 

"Out of the PlS billion 
that we have for operations, 
around P7 billion is intend
ed to support climate ac
tion mairily on sustainably 
managing natural resourc
es, clean and healthy envi
ronment, and a sustained 
natural resiliency pro
gram," Teh said. 

The DENR is also plan
ning to wori< with the De
pa rtmen t of Education 

(DepEd) to incorporate cli
mate and disaster risk re
duction education into the 
basic education school cur
riculum. 

Loyzaga added that the 
agency needs to build a 
strategic communication 
and education program for 
all the different stakehold
ers, including the youth. 

The main agenda of the 
DENR under the helm of 
Loyzaga is to work together 
with other national govern
ment agencies to implement 
climate adaptation and 
mitigation, which is also in 
line with the climate agenda 
of President Ferdinand 
"Bongbon~" Marcos Jr. 

Likewise, the priority 
thrusts and directions of 
the DENR include adopt
ing a .climate risk lens in 
national planning and pol
icy-making. 
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1Diokno: Developing countries 
need help funding climate efforts 
DEVELOPING countries are 
heavily dependent on outside fi
nancing to execute their climate
change mitigation plans, Finance 
Secretary Benjamin E. Diokno 
said at the annual meetings of 
the International Monetary Fund 
(IMF) and World Bank in Wash-

, ington, DC. 
"We strongly support the call 

for the World Bank, the IMF, and 
all other multilateral institutions 
to continue providing technical 
and financial assistance that will 
cater t o emerging and developing 
countries qn a much greater scale. 
This will provide us with better 
opportunities to access funding 
that is tailored to fit each coun
try's needs," Mr. Diokno said on 
Tuesday. 

Mr. Diokno was addressing 
the 108th Meeting of Ministers 
and Governors of the Intergov
ernmental Group of 24 on Inter
national Monetary Affairs and 
Development (G-24), according 
to a statement carrying his re
marks issued by the Department 
of Finance (DoF). 

The World Bank Group h as 
said that it is ready to increase its 
support for the Philippines in the 
areas of agriculture, education, 
tourism, water and energy. 

Approved commitments for 
, this year amount to $1.5781 bi!-
~,-~--

lion. As of March, the World 
Bank was the Philippines ' 
third-largest source of official 
development assistance, with 
loans and grants accounting for 
23.38% of the total. 

"At present, the World Bank 
Group has a Global Crises Re
sponse Package to help coun
tries navigate multiple crises, 
including food and energy secu
rity, learning losses due to school 
closures during the pandemic, 
climate change mitigation and 
adaptation, and other long-term 
development challenges," the 
DoF said. 

Last year, the World Bank, 
also known as the International 
Bank for Reconstruction and 
Development, provided $1.376 
billion in budget support loans 
to the Philippines, accounting 
for 12% of that year's external 
financing. 

During an intervention be
fore the constituency members 
of World Bank Executive Direc
tor Erivaldo Gomes, Mr. Diokno 
outlined several of the Philippine 
government's policy interven
tions against rising inflation. 

"To cushion the effects of infla
tion, the Philippine government 
continues to extend targeted 
support to the most vulnerable 
sectors, including public trans-

port workers, farmers, fisherfolk, 
and indigent senior citizens," Mr. 
Diokno said. "We are also invest
ing in improvements to local food 
production, ensuring the timely 
importation of goods, improving 
distribution efficiency, ensuring 
adequate power supply, and care
fully monitoring policy consider
ations on wage and transport fare 
hike petitions." 

"We expect inflation to remain 
elevated as long as world prices of 
oil remain high," he added. "Nev
ertheless, with our combination 
of fiscal and monetary policies, 
we are optimistic that the average 
inflation rate will be within our 
target of 4.5% to 5.5% for 2022." 

On the monetary side, the 
Bangko Sentral ng Pilipinas 
has so far raised borrowing costs 
by 225 basis points since May. 

Concerning climate change, 
Mr. Diokno said that the integrat
ed green, resilient, and inclusive 
development (GRID) strategies 
baked into its post-pandemic re
covery plans. 

Mr. Diokno affirmed Philip
pine commitments under the 
Paris Agreement, specifically the 
adoption of its first nationally 
determined contribution (NDC) 
of reducing its greenhouse gas 
emissions by 75% by 2030, among 
others. 

"As in other countries, these 
NDC actions are heavily reliant 
on external financing. We see 
the key role of the World Bank 
Group - the largest multilateral 
provider of climate finance - in 
mob ili zing more international 
public and private finance to ac
_ celera te GRID programs," Mr. 
Diokno said. 

Last month, Mr. Diokno said 
tliat he was not concerned about 
the tight prevailing fiscal condi
tions as he sought to finance the 
government's climate change 
initiatives. In the P5.268-trillion 
proposed budget for 2023, the 
climate change adaptation bud
get has increased to P453.l billion 
from P289.7 billion this year. 

At the end of the second quar
ter, the Philippines' debt-to-gross 
domestic product ratio was 62.1 %, 
above the prescribed 60% thresh
old multilateral lenders recom
mend for developing economies. 
Its rise from 39.6% at the end of 
2019 reflects the debt taken on to 
finance pandemic containment 
measures. 

Mr. Diokno has said that the 
government intends to keep 
foreign borrowing at 25% of the 
total, falling eventually to 20%, 
in order to minimize foreign ex
change risk. - Diego Gabriel C. 
Robles 
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PH calls for stronger support 
from _multilateral institutions 
BY ANGELA CELIS 

FINANCE chief and World Bank 
governor for the Philippines Ben
jamin Diokno has called on mul
tilateral institutions for stronger 
commitment and financing sup
port to emerging and developing 
countries amid concerns on rising 
inflation, climate change and other 
global challenges, according to a 
statement sent by the Department 
of Finance (DOF) yesterday. 

"During this turbulent time, 
stronger commitment from our 
multilateral partners will help 
us overcome the adverse socio
economic impacts of these crises 
and build resilience from future 
shocks," Diokno said earlier this 
week in his intervention during the 
108th Meeting of Ministers and 
Governors of the G-24. 

The G-24, or the Intergovern
mental Group of Twenty-four on 
International Monetary Affairs an 
Development, coordinates the po
sition of developing countries on 
monetary and development issues. 
Diokno represents the Philippines 
as the Second Vice-Chair of the _ 
G-24 Bureau. · 

Among the priority discussion 

areas were high inflation, debt 
distress, climate change and the 
growing need to expand liquidity 
support and development financ
mg. 

Diokno said the continued fi
nancing support to the Philippines 
of the International Monetary 
Fund (IMF) and the World Bank 
Group has helped bridge the gaps 
in the country's priority policies 
and initiatives and "enables us to 
pursue our socioeconomic agenda 
of achieving a more resilient, in
clusive and sustainable economy." 

Diokno also met with World 
Bank Group president David Mal
pass on October 11 at the World 
Bank Headquarters in Washington 
to discuss the Philippines' ongoing 
loan portfolio with the multilateral 
agency and seek support from the · 
Bank for the Marcos administra
tion's comprehensive eight-point 
socioeconomic agenda. 

The bilateral meeting was held 
on the sidelines of the 2022 An
nual Meetings of the IMF and 
World Bank Group. 

The finance chief called for the 
Bank's support for key program ar
eas in line with the Marcos admin
jstration's goal of creating more 

jobs, improving food security and 
strengthening climate resilience. 

Meanwhile, Diokno also bared 
policy measures that the Philip
pines is undertaking to address 
the impact of high inflation and 
climate-related risks. 

"To cushion the effects of infla
tion, the Philippine government 
continues to extend targeted sup
port to the most vulnerable sectors, 
including public transport workers, 
farmers, fisherfolk and indigent 
senior citizens," Diokno said in an 
intervention before the constituency 
members of World Bank executive 
director Erivaldo Gomes. 

Other measµres to address 
high inflation include investing 
in improvements to local food 
production, ensuring the timely 
importation of goods, improving 
distribution efficiency, ensuring ad
equate power supply and monitor
ing policy considerations on wage 
and transport fare hike petitions. 

Diokno also emphasµ;ed the role 
of external financing in climate 
action. 

"As climate change threatens the 
resilience of our communities, the 
government has integrated green, 
resilient and inclusive develop-

DIOKNO 

ment or GRID strategies in our 
post-pandemic recovery plans," 
Diokno said. 

The Philippines adopted its first 
Nationally-Determined Contri
bution (NDC) under the Paris 
Agreement, which aims to ad
dress climate change by reducing 
greenhouse gas emissions by 75 
percent by 2030; adapting to the 
impacts of climate change; and 
mainstreaming gender and social 
inclusion into climate action. 

"As in other countries, these 
NDC actions are heavily reliant on 
external financing," Diokno said. 
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Tarsier-near threatened 
DENR calls on Samar community 
to protect, not collect, tarsiers 

The Department of Environment 
and Natural Resources (DENR) has 
called for community participation 
to protect the Philippine tarsier af
ter the recent rescue of the animal 
in captivity in a remote village in 
Basey town, Samar province, 

Joseph Cabigayan, environmen
tal management specialist of the 

Community Environment 
and Natural Resources Of
fice (CENRO) based in Santa 
Rita town in Samar, 
says villagers 
should be aware 
that it is prohibited 
to catch the world's 
smallest primate listed 

On DENR Administrative Order 2019-09, 
the updated national list of threatened 

Philippine fauna and their categories, the 
Philippine tarsier is categorized as 'Other 

Threatened Species.' 

under "near threatened 
species,, by the Interna
tional Union for the Con
servation of Nature. 

"This is our focus now to raise 
awareness of people, especially 
in communities living near the 

Samar Island Natural Park 
(SINP), the natural habitat 

of some of our endangered 
species,,, he says. 

The CENRO Sta. Rita 
team rescued the tar
sier locally known as 
"mago" on Oct. 3, 

two days after it 
was caught by two 

residents while 
they were cutting 

grass on a farm 
in Basey. 

"A group of farm workers 
from Roxas village in Basey saw 
the captured tarsier in nearby 
Mongabong village, posted the 
photo on social media, and it 
went viral,,, says Cabigayan. 

The rescued tarsier was 
found healthy and released 
in a forested area in Guirang 
village in Basey within the 
SINP on Oct. 4. 

The area is one of the 
DENR's biodiversity moni
toring site. 

On DENR Administra
tive Order 2019-09, the up
dated national list of threat
ened Philippine fauna and 
their categories, the Philip
pine tarsier is categorized as 
"Other Threatened Species.,, 
"This means that the species 
is under threat from adverse 
factors, such as over-collection 
and is likely to be moved to the 
vulnerable category in the near 
future,,, explains Cabigayan. 

RELEASED A Philippine tarsier caught 
by residents of Roxas village in Basey 
town, Samar province in this Oct. t, 
2022 photo. The tarsi er was released 
back to the wild after three da s. 

Vulnerable species are con-\ 
sidered to be facing a high risk 
of ~xtinction in the wild. 

In upland farms in 
Basey and nearby towns , 
tarsiers are frequently 
sighted by villagers. 

Under R.A . 9147, the 
"Wildlife Resources Conser 
vation and Protection Act,,, 
it is unlawful for any person 
to willfully and knowingly 
exploit wildlife resources, ac
cording to Cabigayan. 

This includes killing and 
destroying wildlife spe
cies, injuring and mal
treating, collecting, hunt
ing, or possessing wildlife, 
and trading them. 

Depending on the category 
of wildlife they are putting 
in harm's way, those found 
guilty will face imprisonment 
of five days to as long as 12 
years and a fine of P200 to as 
high as Pl million. (PNA) 

--======--=-===========----- 1/ 
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Customers and investors 
drive sustainability 
efforts in PH - Kyndryl 
EXPECTATIONS by custom
ers and investors on environ
mental and social conscious
ness are the main driver for 
local business organizations' 
efforts to ~e socially and en
vironmentally responsible, a 
study by a US-listed service 
provider said. 

In its "ASEAN Digital 
Transformation Study 2022," 
Kyndryl said customers drive 
organizations to be responsible 
more than regulations do. It 
noted that this is especially true 
in countries such as the Philip
pines, Indonesia, and Thailand. 

"Organizations in the Philip
pines are responding most to 
customer expectations around 
environmental and social re
sponsibility from organizations 
- including their high prefer
ence for eco-friendly products," 
said Kyndryl, which designs, 
builds, manages, and modern
izes information systems. 

The study shows that 40% 
of the Philippine organiza
tions that participated have 
their sustai nabil_ity efforts 
driven by consumer and inves
tor expectations. 

This makes the Philip
pines the top among the five 
countries covered by the study 
to have consumer and inves
tor expectations as the main 
driver. It was then followed by 
Indonesia with 31% and Thai
land with 30%. 

Meanwhile, Singapore's sus
tainability efforts were mainly 
driven by compliance, while 
Malaysia was the most success
ful in accessing sustainability
related funding. 

The study al so found that 
environmental, social a nd 
governance awareness is grow
ing within the Association 
of Southeast Asian Nations 
(ASEAN), with some industries 
leading the way. 

Kyndryl said that "organiza
tions are still lacking a holistic 
strategy and are grappling with 

how to integrate their data to set 
science-based targets, all while 
navigating external challenges 
such as stricter regulations." 

Kyndryl said that although 
organizations from the five 
countries are aware of their en
vironmental and social respon
sibilities, challenges such as op
erational costs, data availability 
and lack of dedicated resources 
hinder them from achieving 
their sustainability goals. 

According to the study, over 
eight out of 10 organizations in 
the Philippines aim to become 
sustainable. However, only 
22% of them have built a stra
tegic sustainability roadmap. 

"I strongly believe that the 
success of sustainability lies in 
how well an organization can 
integrate its people, processes 
and technology to achieve a 
common goal," Kyndryl Philip
pines Managing Director Wil
son Go said. 

"To achieve this goal, we 
need to put people at the cen
ter and embed sustainability 
principles at all levels of the or
ganization culture," he added. 

The study had 500 C-suite 
leaders as participants, 100 
of whom came from the Phil
ippines. It is a collaborative 
study of the information tech
nology infrastructure services 
provider Kyndryl and the tech
nology research and advisory 
firm Ecosystm. 

"While sustainability is an 
integral part of many businesses 
in ASEAN, there is a lot more 
that needs to be done to build 
sustainability competencies 
and fully understand what data 
organizations have access to and 
identify the data gaps to support 
corporate sustainability goals," 
Ecosystm Chief Executive Offi
cer Ullrich Loeffier said. 

Kyndryl said its more than 
90,000 employees serve over 
4,000 customers in more than 
100 countries around the world. 
- Justine Irish D. Tabile 
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The healing power off ores ts 

M
t. Pandadagsaan, Davao de Oro-After 
two days of trekking up steep, narrow 
trails-serendipitously spotting a raf
flesia along the way-the moss offered 

us a green carpet welcome en route to the 
summit where our team of mountaineers, 
Department of Environment and Natural Re
sources field officers, local government staff, 
and local guides is now encamped. Literal
ly meaning "the gathering place" due to its 
abundance of wildlife, this mountain is nick
named "White Peak" by mountaineers, owing 
to its light-colored rocky summit that stands 
2,670 meters above sea level. 

Mt Candalaga rises prominently to the south, 
and farther to the southwest, Mt Apo's summit 
peeks above the clouds, flanked by Mt Talomo. 
Seeing all these mountains, which I have also 
climbed in the past, adds to the joy of being here. 

People always ask me what I get out of these 
climbs. And I have always struggled to give a 
full answer, only saying that since I was a kid, 
I've always yearned for the mountains, and that 
they have taught me so much about the world, 
the country, other people, and my own self. 

I have a more recent realization, though: 
that all these years, the mountains have been 
sustaining my physical and mental health. 
For reasons I cannot fully articulate, being 
outdoors-especially in the deep forests
gives me a sense of life that reinvigorates me 
and inspires me to keep going. 

We can dismiss this claim as a fanciful 
anecdote, but it is actually supported by re
search-from experimental psychology to 
evolutionary biology-finding that being 
with nature reduces stress, lowers blood pres
sure, improves sleep, fosters physical activi
ty, boosts the immune system, and enhances 
creativity, among other benefits. Studies con
ducted during the pandemic (e.g., Labib, et al., 
2022) have further confirmed these findings. 

Remarkably, the scholarship suggests 
that even just a short time with nature-20 
minutes per week-can improve health out-

SECOND OPINION 
GIDEON LASCO 

comes, and that even some kind of green
ery-like walking on tree-lined streets-has 
some salutary effects. All of these findings 
have spurred interest in nature immersion, 
particularly shinrin-yoku or "forest bathing," 
which has gained global adherents since be
ing introduced in Japan in the 1980s. 

Despite the healing power of the forests, 
fewer and fewer people are in contact with 
nature today, in what the conservationist 
Robert Pyle once called "extinction of expe
rience." Our lifestyles, our cities, and, often
times, our· policies have made it difficult for 
us to be with green spaces-and all too often, 
access to nature is a matter of privilege. 

Amid the lingering effects of the pandemic, 
and in response to an ever-growing mental health 
crisis, how can we militate against this trend and 
tap into the healing power of the forests? 

First and foremost, we need to protect 
them in the first place-or else, there will 
be nowhere to go. Our forests remain under 
threat on different fronts, and their defend
ers-activists, forest guards, and indigenous 
communities-are just as endangered. The 
fact that Chad Booe was killed in the very sitio 
in Brgy. Andap, New Bataan, where we started 
our hike, speaks of how people's struggles and 
the forests' predicaments are inseparable. 

Second, we need to bring forests to the 

people. The stressfulness of cities like Metro 
Manila is partly rooted in the fact that they 
don't have enough trees; conversely, some of 
the world's "happiest cities" -like Helsinki 
and Wellington-are characterized by green
ery. We need more urban parks (e.g., Manila's 
Arroceros), green spaces (e.g., Iloilo's Espla
nade), and trails (e.g., Baguio's Yellow Trail), 
and we need to make these accessible to the 
public even amid (and especially during) a 
pandemic when people can't travel far. 

Third, we need to bring people to the for
ests. If the ability to be with nature is a matter 
cif equity and inclusivity, then we should make 
our forests more accessible and affordable to 
people regardless of age, gender, ability, or 
income. Let there be free and family-friendly 
green spaces in every city and town! 

All of the above will require multisectoral 
collaboration, with the Department of Health 
and the medical community prescribing access 
to nature as both prevention and treatment; 
the Department of Education enabling children 
to have outdoor experiences; the Department 
of Science and Technology supporting local 
researches to validate scientific findings else
where. The tourism officer of New Bataan, Mar
lon Esperanza, is with us in the summit, and our 
conversations remind me that local government 
units, too, can take leadership in this aspiration. 

At a personal level, of course, we can liter
ally bring people-our family and friends
to the forests, and help them plan and pre
pare for their trips. 

-Ultimately, however, achieving intercon
nectedness with the environment involves re
thinking our very notion of development, from 
nature as "resource" to nature as "home": a rev
olutionary process that may well be facilitated 
by the forests themselves. As the novelist Glenn 
Diaz recently wrote, "the absorption, incuba
tion, and enactment of anticapitalist thought is 
the tropical forest's most vital agency." 

glasco@inquirer.com.ph 
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V EcoWaste warns 
vs battery-powered 

Halloween costumes, toys 
By Et.lZABETH MARCELO 

1 

Trick-or-treaters are forewarned that 
Halloween costumes and toys powered 
with button cell batteries may lead to 
accidental choking and chemical burns 
that may even result in death. 

Toxicity watchdog EcoWaste Coali
tion issued the warning after purchas
ing several Halloween themed head
bands with unsecured battery covers; 
posing the risk of ingestion of button 
batteries especially by children. 

Sold for as cheap as P20 per piece,. the 
unlabeled headbands decorated with 
plastic devil horns, p~pkins and skulls, 
are widely available in the market and are 
often worn by kids in Halloween parades 
and parties, the group said. 

"These headbands with blinking or 
non-flashing lights contain tiny button 
cell batteries measuring 10 millimeters 
in compartments that are not screwed 
shut. Kids may open the case out of 
curiosity, get hold of the batteries and 
play with them," EcoWaste national 
coordinator Aileen Lucero said. 

"A child may accidentally swallow 
the tiny battery or insert it in her or his 
ear and nose while playing, causing 
choking, chemical burns to the throat 
or stomach or death," she said. 

Lucero cited the case of a three-year
old Skye Ong, a Filipino boy, who unin-

tentionally pushed a button battery into 
his nostrils in June 2021, and the tragic 
case of three-year-old Australian girl, 
Brittney Conway, who died in July 2020 
after ingesting a button battery. 

Aside from headbands, other Hal
loween costumes, toys and accessories 
sold in the market may contain button 
batteries, the EcoWaste warned. 

The E~oWaste stressed a previous 
warning by the American Academy of 
Pediatrics, which stated that "when it 
comes into contact with body fluids, 
the battery generates a current that 
produces small amounts of sodium 
hydroxide, which is lye." 

"If the battery gets stuck somewhere 
in the body, the lye burns a hole at that 
spot. Infection usually follows. The 
result can be serious injury and illness, 
long-term disability, or even death," the 
American Academy of Pediatrics said. 

To prevent chemical burns, choking 
and death due to button battery inges
tion, the EcoWaste reminded the public 
to never buy toys if the button battery 
compartments can be broken or opened 
easily. 

EcoWaste said that the adults must 
also ensure that button batteries in chil
dren's products and household items 
are duly secured with a screw and that 
button batteries, old or new, are kept out 
of children's sight and reach. 

DATE 
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A
s his 100th day in office on 
Oct. 8 approached, Presi
dent Ferdinand Marcos, 

Jr. said in a speech on Oct. 5 that 
he has put in place a "functional 
government." 

He bragged that he has se
cured trade, investments and 
other agreements with Indonesia 
and Singapore in the course of 
his state visits to both countries, 
and that at the United Nations 
General Assembly where he 
spoke on Sept. 20 (Sept. 21st in the 
Philippines), he had shown that 
"the Philippines is standing on its 
feet'' and that his administration 
is in the process of realizing Fili
pino "dreams and aspirations." 

Mr. Marcos also claimed that 
he has managed to recruit "the 
best and the brightest" officials to 
his administration, particularly 
for the economic and develop
ment cluster of the Cabinet. 

"We are grateful for their tal
ent," he said, and "to have them in 
place gives us a distinct advantage 
as we try to transform our econo
my for (sic) the next two years." 

Implicit in these statements 
is Mr. Marcos' supposed com
mitment to the making of a bet
ter Philippines. But he made the 
"functional government" boast 
in the wake of three key resig
nations - those of his Chief of 
Staff, his Press Secretary, and 
his chosen Chair of the Commis
sion on Audit (CoA) - and his 
appointment of two Commis-

~ sioners, one of them as Chair, 

PAGEJL DATE 

VANTAGE POINT 
LUIS V. TEODORO 

to the Commission on Human 
Rights (CHR). 

One could say that neithe_r the 
resignations nor the latter ap
pointments are indicative of any 
serious missteps and due only to 
Mr. Marcos' still feeling his way 
through the bureaucratic maze. 
But it could. also be argued that 
he was also as hasty in his earlier 
choices, such as his designation of 
Vice-President Sara Duterte, who 
has no background as an educa
tor, as head of the Department of 
Education (DepEd). 

His CHR appointments could 
be in the same category ofreckless
ness - or politics. Neither of those 
appointees has any background 
in human rights work, hence the 
possibility of their eventually re
signing - or being forced to do so. 
On the other hand, in contrast to 
the speed with which he named 
the three resigned officials is his 
failure to name a Secretary of the 
Department of Health (DoH), 
even as he remains his own Secre
tary of Agriculture. Mr. Marcos is 
making haste - slowly. 

Like the national budget, ap
pointments to key government 
posts are suggestive of the poli
cies an administration intends to 
pursue as well as of its priorities. 
Whether the second Marcos re
gime will introduce new policies 

to replace those of the Duterte 
regime, or at least modify them 
enough to mitigate their failures 
and stop the abuses they encour
aged, is necessarily of interest to, 
among others, those Filipinos 
who took to heart Mr. Marcos' 
campaign promises to unify the 
country and hasten its recovery 
from the incompetence that ex
acerbated the impact of the COV
ID-19 pandemic on the citizenry. 

Among the first indicators if 
there will be policy changes or 
not are thus who are appointed 
to which posts, what their quali
fications and backgrounds are, 
and what they intend to do once 
in office. 

The now resigned Press Secre
tary was the only one of Mr. Mar
cos' first appointees to outline 
her plans. Unfortunately, those 
plans were not indicative of any 
departure from the policies of 
the Duterte regime. Her declared 
intentions provoked suspicions 
that the past regime's policy of 
limiting access to the Office of 
the President to "friendly" media 
organizations and their reporters 
would continue. 

Those plans did not material
ize, but depending on who will 
replace her could still be imple
mented. If that happens, it would 
continue to adversely affect the 
capacity of the independent press 
to provide their audiences the 
information about what govern
ment and its officials are doing, 
to which the people have a right. 

D 
CARTOON 
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Both press freedom and the 
people's right to know are among 
the casualties of the killing of 
journalists, about which the Oct. 
3 shooting of Las Pifias, Metro 
Manila broadcaster Percy Lapid 
(Percival Mabasa) reminded 
the country. In a demonstration 
of the Marcos administration's 
seeming concern over the target
ing of journalists by those indi
viduals in power who resent their 
exposing their wrongdoing or just 
their reporting the truth, a num
ber of government officials have 
condemned it while Mr. Marcos 
himself has declared that his 
administration will protect the 
rights of journalists. 

Both seemed to depart from 
the indifference to, and even ap
proval of, the killing of journalists 
by the past regime, during the six 
years of which 23 more journal
ists were added to the then 152 
killed for their work since 1986, for 
a total of 175 when Mr. Marcos as
su~ed the Presidency on June 30. 
But the killing of Lapid is already 
the second under the Marcos Jr. 
regime, after a Negros Oriental 
broa_dc:aster was killed on Sept. 18. 
The current total since 1986 is 177, 
with less than 20 cases resolved. 

As seemingly positive as the 
current regime's response to 
the Lapid killing has been, it 
still has to be validated by more 
specific acts and policy declara
tions that could help stop the 
killings. To achieve that aim, the 
prosecution of the killers and 

the masterminds behind them 
is imperative. 

The"Cultureoflmpunity'' -the 
exemption from prosecution and 
punishment of wrong-doers - is 
what has encouraged the killing of 
journalists. The prosecution of the 
killers and the brains behind them 
should stop, or at least reduce the 
number of journalists' being killed 
annually in this country, which in
ternational press freedom watch 
groups have described as "the most 
dangerous" and "the most murder
ous" place in the world in which to 
practice journalism. 

Whether the Marcos adminis
tration's response will go beyond 
mere words is what the inde
pendent press, media advocacy 
groups, journalists' unions, and 
free expression defenders and 
advocates should be monitoring 
in the coming weeks and months 
of the Marcos watch. 

But as urgent as the need to up
hold and defend press freedom and 
the people's right to know is, there 
are other issues that should be of 
immediate concern to government. 

Among them is who (and 
when) Mr. Marcos will appoint 
to the DoH in the context of the 
multiplying public health issues 
that have added to Filipino woes 
over inflation, unemployment, 
and the COVID-19 contagion. 
Still under an officer-in-charge 
who cannot initiate new policies 
and who is mandated to continue 
the policies of the previous Secre
tary, the DoH -is the lead agency 

in the drive to contain the infec
tion, which, after all, was one of 
Mr. Marcos' promises during his 
campaign for the Presidency. 

But equally as UTgent is his 
halting the increase in the num
bers of the unemployed (now 2.68 
million); and the surge in the in
flation rate (6.3% in August) that 
in combination are making both 
ends meet in these isles more and 
more difficult if not impossible 
for the impoverished millions. 

As global warming intensifies, 
there is also the rising cost in 
lives, crops, and infrastructure 
of the powerful typhoons that 
every year strike the Philippines, 
from one of which, super typhoon 
Karding, 46,000 men, women, 
and children are still in makeshift 
evacuation centers. 

The problems that continue 
to haunt these isles as Mr. Mar
cos marked his 100th day in office 
should have convinced him by 
now that being President is a full
time responsibility incompatible 
with partying and jet-setting. The 
Philippines is in one of the most 
acute stages of the crisis that 
has long afflicted it. Leaving the 
country just to watch the Formula 
1 Grand Prix championships in 
Singapore at taxpayer expense did 
not help alleviate it. 11 '-. 

LU IS V. TEODORO is on 
Facebook and Twitter 
(@luisteodoro). 
www.lulsteocloro.com 
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THE recent super typhoon (Kard
ing/Noru) has again jogged the 

forgetful memories of Filipinos: 
1. A low-pressure area can 

develop into a super typhoon 
within a matter of hours; 

2. There is a recurring need to 
update weather monitoring systems 
and measurement techniques con
forming to international standards; 

3. Living beside waterways and 
water systems even in urban areas 
can and will be risky to life; 

4. People must heed the early 
warnings and monitoring updates. 
Delays in volunta1y evacuation will 
only result in unnecessary loss oflife; 

5. Tt is imperative that our 
mountain ranges and hills be full 
of greenery (trees, shrubs, plants 
etc:.) endemic to the region. Those 
which are not endemic will uproot 
easily and are useless in extreme 
weather conditions, becoming 
dangerous floating debris. Devoid 
of trees and stable roots to hold the 
soil together, denuded mountains 
will only bring landslides, mud
slides and rockslides to low-lying 
areas resulting in injuries, death 

Tlllldlia■ 1117 ,""""7( 
~ f f ~ w !~e fflamla !tmes •~· g 

DD DD 
PAGE 1 BANNER EDITORIAL CARTOON 

STORY STORY 

I _, ~-22 

DATE 

Disasters 
LIFE 

PLUCKS 

JOHN 
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and extensive damage to property; 
G. If you think throwing a small 

piece ofbubble gum wrapper on the 
streets will not cause any harm, then 
you are one of the causes of flooding 
and disasters; check out Manila Bay 
after every typhoon and try to con
vince yourself that you are not part 
of the garbage strewn everywhere; 

7. Residents who do not cooper
ate with government agencies only 
become bigger headaches to rescue 
operations and cause unnecessary 
distractions for those who are in 
dire need of help from the start; 

8. LGUs must stop encouraging 
and protecting squatters and infor
mal settlers from staying in their 
locales for votes. These people do 
not pay taxes and do not deserve the 
right to vote as responsible citizens. 
For lack of enough space, they are 
allowed to live beside the waterways, 

clogging artd polluting the same 
with their garbage and excreta; 

9. Part of disaster preparedness 
is maintaining the rescue equip
ment as "newly arrived" or mint 
condition always. Rubber boats 
that get chewed by rats and ver
min, those that have cockroaches, 
leaking rafts, submersible vehicles 
with flat tires, engine boats with 
sputtering engines, fire trucks with
out water or leaky hoses, hydrants 
with low pressure, no fuel and no 
drivers available, the list goes on; 

10. We need a more efficient 
system of distributing electricity 

was no toilet. A creek was running 
below the pathway. Go figure .. . 

With no electricity and on1y 
candles as the cheapest source of 
light, these shanties wh\cl:i, morf 
often than not, have common 
walls made of either cardboard 
or wood, are prone to a confla
gration that will certainly lead 
to many losses of life and prop
erty. Mind you, the dark tunnel 
stretches for quite a distance. 

Once you leave the same way 
you entered, your eyes hurt from 
the bright light ®f the sun. Susme ... 

Many have forgotten the effects 
of Typhoon "Ondoy": The tall 
bamboo trees got entangled with 
plastic garbage up to the top . 
Mud entered houses. The Mariki
na River overflowed, quickly put
ting many vehicles under water. 

Because people have a penchant 
for looking at the greener side of 
the pasture, they have failed to 
look deep inside of themselves 
and realize that they have become 
the problem. But still, they blame 
the government for this, when they 
themselves do not know how to 

and telecom signals all over. Cable 
spaghetti rolled up beside poles 
that seriously rival the leaning 
tower of Pisa are a sight to be
hold. Obviously, one felled tree is 
enough to cut the power lines and 
disable communication systems; 

11. We need our heroes alive for 
the next emergency. 

In 2010, I was able to visit many 
depressed areas in Quezon City. 
One of these locales had a small 
entrance to a very dark, long path, 
with pitiful shanties ori both sides 
of the pathways. Using a flashlight, I 
entered one house and noticed there 

live properly, hygienically. Throw
ing their garbage, napkins and 
fem. al~ in one place, they fail as 
tommunity 'members. 

Go up the leadership ladder and 
think very hard if you still want to 
be the leader of a nitpicking people 
with the.ir kind of attitude. 

Gone are the days when 
Asians were •looked upon as 
simple clean people. 

That's why education is a vital 
component in nation building. I have 
high hopes for Vice President and 
concurrent Secretary of Education 
Sara Duterte. She knows.what to do. 

Respect is hard to earn these 
days. Social media has made many 
individuals think they are quite 
righteous and a cut above the rest, 
unwilling to give in to reason and 
insisting they are always correct. We 
have ceased to be a humble people. 

Throw enforcement in the 
mix for good measure ·so we 
maintain discipline. 
. However, we are improving on 

disaster preparedness. With the uncer
tainty of the disaster and the attitude 
of the residents, cooperation is key. 
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Half of world lacks 
disaster waming system 

Disasters are deadlier in countries without 
advance warning system for extreme weather 

GENEVA, Switzerland 
(AFP) - Even as extreme 
weather and climate disasters 
are multiplying, half of 
countries lack the advanced 
early warning systems needed 
to save lives, the United 
Nations warned Thursday. 

In a fresh report, the UN 
agencies for weather and for 
disaster risk reduction found 
countries with poor early 
warning systems on average 
see eight times greater 
mortality from disasters 
than countries with strong 
measures. 

Proper early warning 
systems for floods, droughts, 
heatwaves, storms or other 
disasters allow for planning 
to minimize adverse impacts. 

"Extreme weather events 
will happen. But they do 
not need to become deadly 
disasters," UN chief Antonio 

t .. 

Guterres said. 
As the impacts of climate 

change are increasingly 
felt , the world is seeing 
more disasters that have 
"compounding and cascading 
impacts," Thursday's report 
said. 

Countries should 
therefore be equipped with 
multi-hazard early warning 
systems, but only half of the 
world's nations currently have 
such mechanisms in place, the 
report found. 

Poorer regions, of ten the 
most vulnerable to climate 
shocks and natural disasters, 
are the worst equipped with 
countries increasingly facing 
situations with multiple 
impacts. 

'Significant gaps' 
Fewer than half of the 

world's least developed 

• 
countries and only one-third 
of small island developing 
states have multi-hazard early 
warning systems, it said. 

Marni Mizutori, head of 
the UN Office for Disaster 
Risk Reduction, voiced alarm 
at the "significant gaps in 
protection." 

Countries with poor 
early warning systems on 
average see eight times 
greater mortality from 
disasters. 

"This is a situation that 
needs to urgently change to 
save lives, livelihoods and 
assets." 

As the threats rise, 
early warning systems have 
meanwhile contributed 
towards significantly reducing 
disaster-related mortality. 

The UN report showed the 
number of people affected by 
disasters had nearly doubled 
from an average of 1,147 per 
100,000 per year between 2005 

and 2014, to 2,066 from 2012 
to 2021. 

At the same time though, 
the number of people killed 
by or missing after disasters 
annually fell from 1.77 per 
100,000 people in the earlier 
period to 0.84 in the later one. 

Mizutori pointed to the 
recent catastrophic monsoon 
floods in Pakistan, which 
submerged one-third of the 
country, and left nearly 1,700 
people dead. 

"Despite this carnage, 
the death toll would have 
been much higher if not for 
early warning systems," she 
said. 

The UN wants all countries 
to put in place early warning 
systems within five years, and 
is due to present an action 
plan during November's 
COP27 climate summit in 
Egypt. 

"Those who have done the 
least to cause the climate 
crisis are paying the highest 
price," Guterres said. 
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Unify we 
need most 

It used to be that the Philippines was only "one of' the 
most disaster-prone countries in the world, as a report on " 
Relief Web described the country. Now the status has been It was 
"elevated" to "most disaster-prone," and that is according the Sierra 
to the results of a study released recently. Mountain 

Two Gennan institutions - Biindnis Entwicklung Hilft range that, 
and the Institute for International Law of Peace and Armed experts sag, 

lessened the Conflict at Ruhr University Bochum - in their World Risk degree of 
Index said "the Philippines is facing the greatest disaster damage the 
risk among 193 countries in the world based on its exposure 11th tropical 
and vulnerability to natural disasters." cyclone 

The Philippines lies in the typhoon belt of Asia, and to have 
each year, some 20 tropical cyclones pass through our entered the 
archipelago. In the past decade alone, these have left PhUippines 
massive floods and property destruction in their wake. wrought on 

The most recent one flattened vast agricultural lands in surrounding 
Luzon, almost ready for harvest most of them. cities. 

Following President Ferdinand Marcos Jr.'s optimistic 
pronouncements about transforming the Philippines' 
agricultural sector, the entry of super-typhoon "Karding" 
into the country's area of responsibility last September kept 
expectations low. 

It was the Sierra Mountain range that, experts say, 
j lessened the degree of damage the 11th tropical cyclone to 

DATE 
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I have entered the Philippines wrought on surrounding cities. 
Filipinos have gotten used to the increasing intensity 

of these super typhoons. Many are likely to heed local 
government calls to action, such as evacuation to safer 
places. 

Yet one thing that perhaps many fail to realize is that 
the yearly occurrences are not likely to ease - they are 
getting stronger, and government agencies tasked to manage 
disaster response and relief efforts must always prepare for 
the worst. 

As a "strong advocate of climate change 
and mitigation," Senator Loren Legarda " 
recently emphasized, "At no other time in In the 
the histocy of this countzy have we seen realm of 
the confluence of high-level reactions to government, 
the dual threats of climate change and it is not 
biodiversity collapse." enough to rely 

solely on a 
The senator is a key figure in the 'department 

Philippines' participation in global efforts of disaster 
to stem the degradation of the planet, resilience, , 
including the High Ambition Coalition and a proposal 
Global Ocean Alliance. renewed in 

"The HAC has set an aspiration of the Senate · 
protecting at least 30 percent of the following 
world's land and ocean, through increased Karding. 
public and private financing, to ensure 
long-term management and local governance, and clear 
implementation mechanisms to nature so we can recover 
ecosystems by the year 2030," she said 

Wrth the Philippines identified as the most vulnerable to 
disasters, it behooves the government to put in place not 
just disaster management but also resilience. 

"Pro-active" is the word used by Assistant Secretary 
Bernardo RafaelitQ Al~andro 1V of the National Disaster Risk 
Reduction and Manage:r:nent Council in a report of an online 
news site. Improving the countzy's disaster preparedness, 
he said, is a task shared by each one of us. 

In the realm of government, it is not enough to rely solely 
on a "department of disaster resilience," a proposal renewed 
in the Senate following "Karding." 

We need not just "first responders" to calamities, but 
also the different departments of government to collectively 
create a Philippine Development Plan that could save us 
in a future of at least 20 ever-intensifying cyclones a year. 

To quote Legarda once more: "For preseIVing the life-giving 
capacity of our archipelago, we need all hands on deck, a whole 
of government and a whole of society approach" 
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BY SAMUEL P. MEDENILLA 

'# @sam_medenilla 

ENSURING decent work amid 
the effects of climate change, the 
pandemic, and other calamities 

topped the agenda of labor groups in 
Southeast Asia during the forum held 
by the International Labor Organization 
(ILO) in Makati earlier this week. 

To realize the agenda, the con
cerned group urged the Association 
of SoutheastAsian Nations (ASEAN) 
to provide a voice to the labor sec
tor in its policy-making initiatives. 

The 30 representatives from 
trade unions and organization from 

came from Cambodia, Indonesia, 
Lao PDR, Malaysia , Myanmar, Phil
ippines, Singapore, Thailand, Timor 
Leste , and Vietnam. 

Safety net 
IN their conclusion, they stressed 
the important role of labor groups 
to push for the adoption of inclu
sive social protection measures in 
Southeast Asia to "mitigate the nega
tive impacts on workers and their 
families in the event of a pandemic, 
climate event, or other natural and 
man-made disasters ." 

Workers affected by such calami
ties, they said, should still be covered 
by international labor standards, 
including occupational safety and 
health standards (OSHS). 

They also discussed the need to 
organize workers with new forms of 
employment such as platform work, 
and the promotion of "green jobs" 
and "just transition" in addressing 

the two-day Trade Union Strategies 
for Resilience and Renewal post-Co
vid 19 (novel coronavirus disease) 
subregional conference of ILO is
sued a two-page joint conclussion 
containing the said initiatives. 

The representatives of the forum 

climate change. 
Also tackled in the document 

were the appeal for the restora
tion of democracy in Myanmar 
and for stakeholders to respect 
human and labor rights in the 
Philippines. 

Timely conclusion 
A CRUCIAL step towards ensur
ing these goals will be achieved, 
they said, is for the ASEAN 
to accredit and recognize the 
ASEAN Trade Union Council 
(ATUC) to become its "social 
dialogue partner" in develop
ing its labor policies. 

ILO Bureau for Workers' Ac
tivities (ACTRAV) Director Ma
ria Helena Andre welcomed the 
"timely" joint conclusion from 
the participants especially as 
countries are now engaged in 
pandemic recovery initiatives. 

"It is important that workers 

DATE 

organizations are also ready to 
contribute to that," Andre told 
reporters in an interview on 
Tuesday. 

The ILO official noted gov
ernments, employers, and 
workers should strive in creat
ing "development models and 
development packages that 
take into consideration work
ers interest and workers rights." 

ILO, she said, is ready to ex
tend more assistance to the la
bor sector to help create solidar
ity among their ranks through 
capacity building and organiz
ing dialogues and forums . 

"We remain committed to sup
porting the trade unions in the 
region in every step, to promote 
inclusive, equitable and sustain
able development to advance 
the Decent Work Agenda and 
safeguard the rights of all work
ers in the region," Andre said. 
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BSP pushes for sustainable finance1 

as compliance to Agri-Agra law 
By LEE C. CHIPONGIAN 

T
he Bangko Sentral ng Pilipi 
nas (BSP) is still working on 
including sustainable projects 
or "green" financing as part 

of banks' compliance lo the revised 
/\gri - Agra law. 

BSP Governor Felipe M. Medalla 
sa id the inclusion of funding green fi 
nance as Agri -1\gra compliance is part 
of measures to incentivize the financ
ing of sustainable projects. 

"We hope to get the necessary re 
visions in the Agri-Agra Law so that 
susta inable finance can form part of 
compliance with mandatory credit to 
the agri-agra sector," said Medalla. 

A new law was recently enacted 
which is consistent with the Agri 
Agra law. Republic Act No. 11901 or 
the "Agriculture, Fisheries and Rural 
Development Financing Enhancement 
Act of 2022" lapsed into a law last July. 

Medalla has vowed to efficiently 
and effectively impl ement RA No. 

11901 to help the agricultural sector re 
cover from the impact of the pandemic. 
Cons idered a new Agri - Agra law, it 
provides a comprehensive financing 
framework for the development of the 
invo lved sectors, and it also enhance 
access of rural communities and ag
ricultural and fisher ies households, 
including their micro, small, and me
dium enterprises (MSMEs), to financial 
services and programs. 

Basically, the new Agri - Agra law 
expanded agricu ltural credit and rural 
development financing to include agri 
tourism, digitalization of agricultural 
activit ies and processes, public rural 
infrastructure, programs that promote 
health and wellness of rural communi
ties, and activities that improve liveli
hood skills. 

The law also promotes financing 
toward environmental, social, and 
governance projects, including green 
projects that support sustainable and 
inclusive economic growth. However 
it does not include these sustainable 

projects as banks' alternative compli 
ance to the Agri - Agra law. 

Basically under the new law, the 
BSP said banks are no longer required 
to allot 10 percent of their lending 
portfolio for agrarian reform benefi 
ciaries and 15 percent for agricultural 
activities. The law now provides banks 
with more flexibility in allocating the 
combined 25 percent mandatory credit 
or quota to a ral\ge of borrowers in the 
agriculture , fi sheries, and agrarian 
reform sectors. 

Last month, the BSP issued pro 
posed rules and regulations ~hat will 
govern the mandatory agriculture, 
fisheries and rural development or 
AFRO financing under RA No. 11901. 

The draft circular said BSP expects 
banking institutions to design and of
fer financial products and services that 
"suit the specific requirements of their 
agricultural clients, taking into account 
their cash flows and the gestation and 
harvest period of the agricultural pro
duce/activity/project being financed." 

AFRO financing refers to loans and 
inves tments to increase agricultural 
sector productivity and competitive
ness, and fund rural areas' sustainable 
development. 

Prior to the new law, banks' loan
able funds for agriculture and agrarian 
reform credit continue to fall short of 
the mandatory allocation. 

Bank lending to the agricultural 
sector totalled P847.95 billion as of 
end- June this year, up by 7.4 percent 
compared to same period last year of 
P789.66 billion. 

The amount fe ll short of the man 
dated credit allotted as agricultural 
loans in the Agri - Agra law. Of the 
P847.95 billion , banks' direct com 
pliance totaled P436.07 billion wh ile 
alternative compliance under the law 
amounted to P411.89 bi ll ion durin g 
the period. Based on BSP data, banks 
should have loaned P822.34 billion as 
direct compliance and P1.23 trillion as 
alternative compliance to the previous 
Agri - Agra law. 

·~ ······ ··············: ::·::: :::::::: :: :::::::::: ............. . 
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UN eyes'complete transformation' o ,go .a ener.gy; · · 
GENEVA, Switzerland-Climate change 
risks undermining global energy security 
unless the use of renewables is dramftical-

. ly scalea up. the UN warned Tue'sday, sug-

w=:t:l:~:e;::~o: ~ffects 
'Not only is the energy sectot, p. major 

,~ ~ d\e car6on ~ns that drive 
~limate change, it u, also increasin3ly wl
nerable to the shifts that c()me with a beat
ing planet, the UN's World Meteorological 
Organization stressed. 

In its State of Climate Services annual 
report, the WMO warned that inereasingly 
intense extreme weather events, droughts, 
floods, and sea-level rise-all linked to cli
mate change-were already making energy 
supply less reliable. . 

It pointed, for instance, to a historic heat
wave that sparked massive power outage.s 
in Buenos Aires in January, while experts 

mentioned ~ - disrupted electricity 
production amid boatwaves and shrinking 
reservm m E~ and China. 

WM! 'S~ot"ffffy"\Geperal Petteri ffa ... 
at. w~ "in the future these 
ldn• e become mqre anp 
mbr~ fre#nt" ting out that much 
of the world•• ~y infrastructure is 
tqday in' ua, lnerable ' to climate 
changet 

In 2020, a massiv~ 87 percent of global 
electricity generated by thermal, nuclear, 
and hydroelectric power plants directly de
pended on having freshwater for cooling, 
the WMO said. 

'Changing before our eyes' 
' But a third of power plants running on 

fossil fuels are in areas of high water stress, 
as are 15 percent of existing nuclear power 
plants-a share expected to swell to 25 per-
cent in the next 20 years. · 

,. 

;· }l f> n·;:,; 

Eleven percent of h 
also located' in'higbl ·'•' 
while moro tb!lP a quarter o t 

plap.ts· ~ jp :rivet basin,• 
water,;scarcity,,~ ,~O·said. 

:: '"l'ime is n.ot',~ ovi,-~~ amt. . 
is cbang~g beftq .~ ey~.:,11 

"'Yt n~ a copiplete ~ 
the global energy system." 

Taalas pointed oufthat the 
is itself a part of the problem's' 
source of around three quarte 
greenhouse.gas emissions that 
the climate. w 

"Switching'to clean f9J'DlS a 
eration .. : and improving, 
isvitalt he sai,d. \, H .j{ ·+ 

'But h~ ~uq~fuat .. : 
emissiQnS by 2050wi.luld o 
we double the ' '' ""'' •· 
tricitywi~ 
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UN urges 'complete 
transformation' of 
global energy system 
G

ENEVA, Switzerland (AFP) 
- Climate change risks un -
dermining global energy 
security unless the use of 

renewables is dramatically scaled up, 
the UN warned Tuesday, suggesting 
the Ukraine conflict's ripple effects 
could speed up the green transition. 

Not only is the energy sector a ma
jor source of the carbon emissions that 
drive climate change, it is also increas
ingly vulnerable to the shifts that come 
with a heating planet, the UN' s World 
Meteorological Organization stressed. 

In its State of Climate Services 
annual report, the WMO warned that 
increasingly intense extreme weather 
events, droughts, floods and sea-level 
rise - all linked to climate change -
were already making energy supply 
less reliable. 

It pointed, for instance, to a his
toric heatwave that sparked massive 
power outages in Buenos Aires in Janu -
ary, while experts mentioned recently 
disrupted electricity production amid 
heatwaves and shrinking reservoirs in 
Europe and China. 

WMO Secretary-General Petteri 
Taalas warned that "in the future these 
kinds of events will become more and 
more frequent", pointing out that 
much of the world's energy infra -
structure is today in areas vulnerable 
to climate change. 

In 2020, a massive 87 percent of 
global electricity generated by ther
mal, nuclear and hydroelectric power 
plants directly depended on having 
freshwater for cooling, the WMO said. 

But a third of power plants run -
ning on fossil fuels are in areas of 

high-water stress, as are 15 percent 
of existing nuclear power plants - a 
share expected to swell to 25 percent 
in the next 20 years. 

Eleven percent of hydroelectric 
dams are also located in highlywater
stressed areas, while more than a 
quarter of hydropower plants are in 
river basins struggling with water 
scarcity, the WMO said. 

"Time is not on our side and ·our 
climate is changing before our eyes," 
Taalas said. 

"We need a complete transforma
tion of the global energy system." 

Taalas pointed out that the energy 
sector is itself a part of the problem 
since it is the source of around three 
quarters of global greenhouse gas 
emissions that are changing the cli
mate. 

"Switching to clean forms of ener
gy generation .. . arid improving energy 
efficiency is vital," he said. 

But he cautioned that reaching net
zero emissions by 2050 would only be 
possible "if we double the supply of 
low-emissions electricity within the 
next eight years" . 

The report, which WMO drafts with 
input from more than two dozen or
ganisations, said shifting to renewable 
energy would help alleviate growing 
global water stress, pointing out that 
the amount of water used by solar and 
wind is much lower than for traditional 
power plants. 

The energy security crisis caused 
by the war in Ukraine and disrupted 
access to Russian gas has sparked fears 
that countries will fall back on dirty 
fuel sources like coal. 

Taalas acknowledged this could 
be the case in the short term, but 
said the war was demonstrating 
the dangers of dependence on 
unreliable energy sources, and 
would surely speed up the green 
transition. 

"From a climate perspective, 
the war in Ukraine may be seen as 
a blessing," he said. 

WMO warned that the current 
pledges by countries to cut carbon 
emissions '' fall well short" of what 
is needed to meet the objectives set 
by the 2015 Paris Agreement on 
climate change. 

The report said global invest
ments in renewable energy "need 
to triple by 2050 to put the world 
on a net-zero trajectory" . 

It called in particular for more 
clean energy investments in Africa. 

The continent, which is already 
facing massive droughts and other 
severe effects from climate change, 
has seen only two percent of clean 
energy investment in the past two 
decades. 

And yet with 60 percent of the 
best solar resources on the planet, 
it has the potential to become a 
major player in solar energy pro
duction, the report said. 

However, significant invest
ments are required. 

"Bringing access to modern 
energy for all Africans calls for an 
investment of $25 billion annu
ally," the report said. 

That is the equivalent of around 
one percent of global energy in
vestment today. 
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Creation of renewable \ 
energy body proposed 

BY EDJEN OLIQUINO 
@tribunephl_eao 

Veteran lawmaker Rufus 
Rodriguez on Thursday 
proposed the establishment 
of the Philippine Renewable 
Energy Corp., which will focus 
on renewable energy that 
would lower the country's 
reliance on imported fossil 
fuels and minimize the effects 
of climate c~ange. 

Rodriguez pointed out that 
to sustain economic growth 
and improve the country's 
well-being, Congress must 
pass legislation to help ensure 
a stable, affordable, and 
reliable electricity supply. 

He said it is also crucial 
that the government play a 
more active role in ensuring 
an adequate electricity supply 
through renewable energy 
sources. Turn ta page A2 _,,,.. 

y. V 

Creation of 
renewable energy 

body proposed 
From page 1 

"There is also an urgent need to undertake electrification 
projects through the development of renewable energy sources 
in underserved, unserved, and missionary areas," said the 
lawmaker of Cagayan de Oro City. · 

Section 2 of Rodriguez's House Bill 4205 states that "It 
is hereby declared the policy of the State to accelerate the 
exploration and development of renewable energy resources to 
achieve energy self-reliance through the adoption of sustainable 
energy development strategies to reduce the country's 
dependence on fossil fuels." 

Electricity shortage next year 
The Mindanaoan solon even emphasized the importance of 

creating new RE projects, noting Energy Secretary Raphael 
Lotilla's recent warning of a tight electricity supply in the first 
half of 2023. 

Rodriguez explained that accelerating existing projects and 
finding new sources will eventually boost supply. 

RE resources under the proposed measures include biomass, 
solar, wind, geothermal, ocean energy, and hydropower. 

It will, however, abolish the Philippine National Oil 
Corp.-Renewables Corp. and transfer to the proposed PREC its 
power, functions, projects, investments, finances, property and 
other assets, and personnel. 

The proposed new entitywould also take over the Agus-Pulangui 
Hydroelectric Power Plant complex and its facilities, which are 
currently managed and operated by the National Power Corp. 

The bill provides that the complex, co'nsisting of seven power 
plants and located along the Agus and Pulangui rivers in Lanao 
and Bukidnon, shall be exempt from privatization. -

The plants generate about 1,000 megawatts of electricity, 
which shall be retained to generate a buffer supply for Mindanao, 
according to Rodriguez. 
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WILDLIFE POPULATIONS 
PLU GE 69o/o SINCE 1970 
WlLD populations of monitored animal spe
cies have plummeted nearly 70 percent in the 
last 50 years, according to a landmark assess
ment released Thursday that highlights "devas
tating" losses to nature due to human activity. 

Featuring data from 32,000 populations 
of more than 5,000 species of mammals, 
birds, amphibians, reptiles and fish , the WWF 
Living Planet Index shows accelerating falls 
across the globe. ►PlungeA8 

■ PLUNGE FROM A 1 

WL I E 0 U A 10 
In biodiversity-rich regions such as 

Latin America and the Caribbean, the 
figure for animal population loss is as 
high as 94 percent. 

Globally, the report found that 
monitored animal populations had 
fallen 69 percent since 1970. 

Marco Lambertini, director general 
of WWF International, said his orga

. nization was '1extremely worried" by 
the new data. 

"[It shows! a devastating fall in 
wildlife populations, in particular in 
tropical regions that are home to some 
of the most biodiverse landscapes in 
the world," he said. 

Mark Wright, director of science 
-at WWF, said the figures were "truly 
frightening," particularly for Latin 
America. 

"Latin America is renowned for 
its biodiversity of course, it's really 
important for lots of other things as 
well," he said. 

"It's super important for regulating 
the climate. We estimate currently 
there's something like 150 to 200 bil

' lion tons of carbon wrapped up in the 

forests of the Amazon." 
That is equivalent to 550 to 740 

billion tons of CO2, or 10 to 15 times 
more than annual greenhouse gas 
emissions at current rates. 

The index found that freshwater 
species had declined more than those 
found in any other habltat, with an 
83-percent population fall since 1970. 

The report found that the main 
drivers of wildlife loss are habitat 
degradation due to development and 
farming, exploitation, the introduction 
of invasive species, pollution, climate 
change and disease. 

Lambertini said the world needed 
to rethink its harmful and wasteful 
agricultural practices before the global 
food chain collapsed. 

"Food systems today are responsible 
for over 80 percent of deforestation on 
land, and if you look at the ocean and 
freshwater they are also driving a col
lapse of fishery stocks and populations 
in those habitats," he said. 

With world leaders due to convene 
in Montreal for the COP15 biodiversity 
summit in December, the report au-

PLUN E 
thors called for an international, bind
ing commitment to protect nature, 
similar to the 2015 Paris Agreement 
on climate change. 

'Need ·to act now' 

The Living Planet Report argues that 
increasing conservation and restora
tion efforts, producing and consuming 
food more sustainably, and rapidly 
and deeply decarbonizing all sectors 
can alleviate the twin crises of climate 
change and biodiversity loss. 

It also calls for governments to prop
erly factor into policymaking the value 
of services rendered by nature, such as 
food, medicine and water supply. 

"We need to stress the fact that na
ture loss is not just a moral issue of our 
duty to protect the rest of the world. It 
is actually an issue of material value, an 
issue of security for humanity as well, " 
said Lambertini. 

Some areas experienced more popu
lation loss than others - Europe, for 
example, saw a wildlife population 
decline of 18 percent. AFP 
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~eatwaves will make regions uninhabitable 
within decades - UN, Red Cro·ss 

7 
By ROBIN MILLARD 

G
ENEVA, Switzerland (AFP) 
- Heatwaves will become 
so extreme in certain regions 
of the world within decades 

that human life there will be unsus
tainable, the United Nations and the 
Red Cross said Monday. 

Heatwaves are predicted to "ex
ceed human physiological and social 
limits,, in the Sahel, the Hom of Africa 
and south and southwest Asia, with 
extreme events triggering "large
scale suffering and loss of life,,, the 
organizations said. 

Heatwave catastrophes this year 
in countries like Somalia and Pakistan 
foreshadow a future with deadlier, 
more frequent, and more intense 
heat-related humanitarian emergen
cies, they warned in a joint report. 

The UN's Office for the Coordina
tion of Humanitarian Affairs (OCHA) 
and the International Federation of 
Red Cross and Red Crescent Societies 
{IFRC) released the report in advance 
of next month's COP27 climate change 
summit in Egypt. 

"We don't want to dramatize it, 
but clearly the data shows that it does 
lead toward a very bleak future,,, said 
IFRC secretary-general Jagan Chap
again. 

They said aggressive steps needed 
to be taken immediately to avert 
potentially recurrent heat disasters, 
listing steps that could mitigate the 
worst effects of extreme heat. 

Limits of survival 
"There are clear limits beyond 

which people exposed to extreme he~t 

and humidity cannot survive," the 
report said. 

"There are also likely to be levels of 
extreme heat beyond which societies 
may find it practically impossible to 
deliver effective adaptation for all.,, 

"On current trajectories, heat
waves could meet and exceed these 
physiological and social limits in the 
coming decades, including in regions 

urban areas will jump by 700 percent 
by 2050, particularly in west Africa 
and southeast Asia. 

"Projected future death rates from 
extreme heat are staggeringly high 
- comparable in magnitude by the 
end of the century to all cancers or all 
infectious diseases - and staggeringly 
unequal,,, the report said. 

Agricultural workers, children, the 
elderly and preg
nant and breast
feeding women are 
at higher risk of ill
ness and death, the 
report claimed. 

, . ~u 
- .., J: . - .~ ... 

"As the climate 
crisis goes un
checked, extreme 
weather events, 
such as heatwaves 
and floods, are hit
ting the most vul
nerable people the 
hardest,,, said UN 
humanitarian chief 
Martin Griffiths. 

PHOTO TAKEN on May 11, 2022 shows Shivaram, a villager walking 
through the cracked bottom of a dried-out pond on a hot summer 
day at Bandai village in Pali district. (AFP) · 

such as the Sahel and south and 
southwest Asia.,, 

It warned that the impact of this 
would be "large-scale suffering and 
loss of life, population movements 
and further entrenched inequality." 

The report said extreme heat was a 
"silent killer,,, claiming thousands of 
lives each year as the deadliest weath
er- related hazard - and the dangers 
were set to grow at an "alarming rate" 
due to climate change. 

According to a study cited by the 
report, the number of poor people 
living in extreme heat conditions in 

"The humani
tarian system is not equipped to 
handle crisis of this scale on our own.,, 

Previously unimaginable 
Chapagain urged countries at 

COP27 to invest in climate adaptation 
and mitigation in the regions most 
at risk. 

OCHA and the IFRC suggested five 
main steps to help combat the im
pact of extreme heatwaves, including 
providing early information to help 
people and authorities react in time, 
and finding new ways of financing 
local - level action. 
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'CANCEL 
ILLEGITIMATE 

DEBTS: 
Debt justice 

campaigners hold a 
rally in front of the 
Philippine Senate 

in Pasay City on 
October 13. The 
protest calls for 

the cancellation of 
unsustainable and 
illegitimate debts 

as the International 
Monetary Fund 

and the World 
Bank hold their 

annual meetings 
from October 14 to 
October 16. Jimmy 
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No to debt. Anti-debt protesters call for immediate debt cancellation and freeing up of funds for people's rights and survival , in a rally in front of the Senate building in 
Pasay City. Simultaneous rallies were held in India , Indonesia, Nepal, Pakistan and other countries worldwide as part of the Global Week of Action for Justice and Debt 
Cancellation. ' PHOTO BY RHOY COBILLA 
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DENR chiefrulovows closer c )ordination
, ' .

in enforcement ofsmall-scale mining law
By loves MARIE N. DELA CRUZ

'I @jOl~emarie

THE Department of Environ-
. ment and Natural Resources

(DENR) has assured Congress
it will work closely with local govern-
ment units (LGUs), the Department
ofthelnteriorandLocalGovernment
(DILG) and other concerned agen-
cies for the full implementation of
the "People's Small-Scale Mining
Act" to better regulate the activity
and flush out illegal miners.

Camarines Sur Rep. and Com-
mission on Appointments majority
floor leader LRay Villafuerte said
DENR Secretary Ma. Antonia Yulo-
Loyzaga gave this assurance to the
Commission on Appointments (CA)
during a recent committee meeting
of the 25-member bicameral panel
prior to. its confirmation of her ap-
pointment as secretary.

Yulo-Loyzaga said she supports
this enterprise as a means to lift cer-
tainpopulationsoutoftheirsocioeco-
nomic conditions, "[but] we do feel at
le~tatthe DENRatthemoment, that
we need to strengthen our capacity

, to observe, to monitor, to evaluate
the environmental impacts of these
activities at the local level."

Villafuerte,atthesametime,sug-
gested to the DENR secretary to look
into current mining technologies
that already allow miners to process
gold without usingmercury, a pollut-

ant that adversely affects humans
and ecosystems.

"There are already so many tech-
nologies, mercury-free processingof
gold. So, 1suggest that the depart-
ment can research on this and be
updated, becauseevery day there are
new technologies and processes that
are being implemented:' he said. "As
you mentioned, [the use of mercury]
is really dangerous."

Villafuerte, a former CamSur
goyernor, noted that although the
Small-Scale Mioinglawwas enacted
in 1991, not so many such activities
have been legalized thus far, hence
the proliferation of illegal small-
scale miners.

When Yulo- Loyzaga revealed
that the DENR has recognized SO
Minahang Bayan projects since the
law took effect in 1991, Villafuerte
said, "That's what we want to know,
because 31 years since the law was
enacted, it's very sad to hear that
there are actually only 50 [Minahang
Bayan projects]. And I'm sure you
knowthatthereisprobablyhundreds
of illegal small-scale mining waiting
to be accredited. And as Secretary,
it's a law and, as you mentioned, you
support it as long as it's within the
mandate of the law.'

The former governor asked Yulo-
Loyzaga how she intends to imple-
ment this Republic Act or RA 7076,
given that "there has beena prolifera-
tion of illegal small-scale miners" be-

cause previous administrations had
failed tp promote legitimate small-

.scale mining. .
He said one other thing that the

DENR could look into is to stream-
line the process of business regis- .
tration under the law in order to

, encourage small-scale miners to go
legit instead of continue engagingin
illegal mining.

To create more jobs and ensure
a more equitable sharing of natu-
ral resources, RA 7076 was signed
into law to develop, protect and ra-
tionalize viable small-scale mining
in mineralized areas, or those with
naturallyoccurringmineraldeposits
ofgold, silver, chromite, kaolin silica,
marble, gravel and clay.

RA 7076 lets the government
forge joint venture or mineral pro-
duction sharing agreements with
small-scaleminersforminingsmall
plots or mineral lands, mainly rely-
ingonmanuallaborandusingsimple
tools and methods in lieu of explo-
sives or heavy equipment.

To be able to secure mining con-
tracts, these small-scale miners have
tofirstvoluntarilyformcooperatives
duly licensed by the DENR, and their
cooperatives must then be registered
with the Securities and Exchange
Commission (SEC).

Yulo-Loyzaga told Villafuerte
she has had 'initial conversations
already on how we might be. able. to
coordinate more closely with the

DILG, in particular, in onle rforus to
beabletomaintainsome.ntegrityin
theecosystemsdespitethe iecessity
ofthis activity being mad e available
to communities who actu: Iy need
the incomes at the barangiy and at
the community level," .

Moreover, she said t~! DENR
• wouldliketoworkdoselywithLGUs

and the Department of SOtial Wel-
fare and Development (m WO)' in
addressingtlenderandlleve.opment
(GAD) issues related to small-scale
miningas there are women w owork
in the mines.

The DENR would similarly like
to address the issue of cHI:! labor
as there are also children working
in mine sites, she said.

"".There are a number of child
laborers as well as, of COW·SI!. also,
women who are working in this
field. This is a social issue, < nd we
hope to be able to work ~Ii:h the
GAD offices at each of the l,(,Us; in
order to help support this pa rticu-
lar-addressing this particu lar is-
sue," she said. "Atthispoint.i he is-
sue of child labor is a part.cularly
complex one. And so, we hope to
work with the local governn: ents,
DSWD, as well as the department
on trying to resolve this issu !."

Yulo-Loyzaga said, "Amonn the
first things we will be doing- -and
as I've already informed the te<m at
the DENR-we will be conduct :ng a
full process review of this apPI oval •
process, not just po for the snall-
scale mining, but for other activ ities
of the DENR as well." ,

"This will actually allow us to
determine where .the gapsur: in
terms of translating policy into
actual implementation at the local
level," she said.

"It is very crucial for us to keep
in close coordination with the ;)J LG
because as you [Villafuerte] mm-
tioned, there are possibly hundreds:'
if not more, illegal small-scale min-
ingactivities, which we will need Ihe

cooperation of the LGU, in order for
us to actually identify, and monitor
and make that part of the formaliza-
tion process under this law," Yulo-
Loyzaga said.

She added, "I would also like to
state that the DENR also needs the
cooperation at the local government
level in terms of monitoring the way
the small-scale mining actiyities
are being conducted, because at the
end of the day, as you probably will
know, the DENRisalways blamedfor
a particular disaster because of the
lack of the monitoring. And so, we
hope we can work with you, as well
as with the different LGU chief ex-
ecutives, in order for us to continue
to expedite and provide the means
of livelihood in a safe and as resilient
way as possible."

Villafuerte and-three other Cam-
Sur lawmakers are backing the swift
congressional approval of a consoli-
dated bill meant to guarantee the
national government (NG) a fairer
share ofrevenues from mining, while
providing better protection to the
environment as well as to local com-
munities hosting big miners.

He, along with CamSur Reps.
Miguel Luis Villafuerte and Tsuyo-
shiAnthony Horibata, andBicol Saro
Rep. Nicolas Enciso VIII earlierintro-
duced House Bill (HB) 2014, which
was one of several similar measures
incorporated into the consolidated
bill that the House committee on
ways and means chaired by Albay
Rep. Jose Ma. Salceda approved last
month for plenary approval

Thepanelhadapprovedaconsoli-
dated bill in supportof the proposal
of the Department of Finance (DOF)
for a new, single fiscal regime for all
current and future mines, regardless
of location, and that raised the tax
rate for big-time miners from the
current 38 percent to 51 percent, in
a bid to raise P37.5 billion in mining
taxes in this proposal's first full year
of j' plementation.
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Villanueva seeks additional budget for
Sierra Madre mountain range preserva io

SENATE Majority Leader Joel
Villanueva on Tuesday vowed
to help the Department of En-

vironment and Natural Resources
(DENR) seek additional budget for
the preservation of the Sierra Madre
mountain range.

Like in previous instances, the
540-kilometermountain range that
spans Cagayan and Quezon provinc-

es was believed to have saved several
parts of Luzon from the wrath ofTy-
phoon "Karding" on September 25.

Villanueva was shocked to hear
that the budget of DENR for Sierra
Madre preservation amounts to just
P9.9 million.

"Letme put into record na nanlata
aka [that I was disheartened]. P9.9
million?" he said after hearing DENR

Undersecretary Analiza Rebuelta-
Teh read the bU(:I~:etallocated for the
Northern Sierra Madre Natural Park
during the budg -t hearing.

The budget allocation is intended
for the marcaticn., updating of man-
agementplan, m nitoringoffloraand
fauna, and hirin ~of protected area
superintendent and park rangers.

Villanueva noted the significance

ofpreserving the Sierra Madre moun-
tain range for slowing down flood-
ing and reducing typhoon-related
calamities.

The lawmaker said the mountain
range shields Metro Manila and the
provinces of Cagayan, Bulacan, Isa-
bela, Nueva, Vizcaya, Nueva Ecija,
Quirino, Aurora, .Quezon, Rizal, and
Laguna.

Villanueva, a native of Bulacan,
noted that Sierra Madre also stabi-
lizes waterflow, preventtyphoon-re-
lated calamities and provides a path
for slowing down and often taking
the impact of the typhoon.

"The rugged mountain slopes can
mitigate strong winds. The forest also
absorbed the heavy rains," he said.

Villanueva assured DENRofficials

the Senate is "here to help" and will
find out how much the agency needs,

Acccrding to the data of the
Nation 11 Mapping and Resource
Information Authority, the Sierra
Madre covers 1,417,472.81 hect-'
ares 0 f land area.

Its dosed forest land covers
553,63' Ihectares and its open forest
land 537,065 hectares. PNA
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Pandemic disruptions, new climate risks
spur revisiting of 6-yr-old Green Jobs Act

By SAMUEL Po MEOENILLA Unfortunately, Republic Act .! tional efforts to addru. rising fta
107741 or the Grlten Jobs Act. I levelSand the inc~& inddmu
which wu supposed to help in I of dtm'Uctin extreme weather,I that initiatiw!, has ytt to be: fully 'I which Klentific experts .1ttributed

I Implemented six yea" after it W&!I. to dilmte cMnge.I sjgned by fermer Presidcpt Be:nig- I l-brcos alsohoped that "grHn-
no S. Aquino 1II. . i tog" ~ci6.c: pam of the economy

·1 In hiJ speech at .cbe 55th An- I likethemergytnduatrywillreduce
i nual Meeting of the BO&rdof Gov- I the number of unemployed work-
! emcrs of the Asian Development I ers, which remainM a.t 2.6 million
i Bank (ADS). President Ferdinand I .$of July 2022.

oi

l" R.MucosJr.ftiteraudthathfl.d- I The Intttnational u.bor Or-
ministration will aim for outing gaoiution (lLO) ~wd the so-

i a -green IUStainabie &.ad cliaute- ! called grHn «onomy is espected
r resili~nt·economy. I toae:neR~be:twunlSmillionand
f He .aid this will booIt i.ntttna. I 60 million jobs worldwide by 2030.'.~~,~".,~ _ .;,;t.

Green Jobs Act
RA 107741 alms to e.u.blish the
National Green Job I Human Re-
source Dneloptnl~. Plan CNGJ-
HRD) and provide incentives to
employer1whowil C"lgoIg«ingrHn
pruticH and indu ru ia.

. These incenti'le I include fis-
cal and nonfiJ(al, 11\):has a special
deduction from lal.able income.
equivalent to SOp!rI eat, for skills
training and research and develop-
ment expenses.. as w:)1 as tax- and
duty·free impomU an of capital
equipment.

Under the Imple nenting Rule.

''1\-7~
(

om! Re&ulatio••.•of RA lOn41 .••
issurd by the Department of Labor
om! Employment (DOLE) "' 2017.
the OimaU Chanae Commission
(CCC) wu tuk.d ee d.velop the
standarda that aowrnl'Mnt will
use to allHII the quaUfied appli-
cants for the incentive •.

But In an e·mail to the .
BusincuMfrror in Aug,.•.•t, CCC
Development Manaalment Of-
ficer Arnold C. Belver said. they
are stili finah&ins their -sreen
thresholds- mandated br the
said Jlli.l.atlon

CotnINI110OMa,

.THE imminent threat of

. climate change and the mass'
labor displacement caused

:bybusiness disruptions from the
:pandemic have reinvigorated the
government efforts to push for the
creation of more "green jobs."

~ ..
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'We are currently in the pro- ;,! Na7,fUating
cess of completing the data sets" 't)'
in the so-called 'green thresholds' ! 7
of industry activities, and fine- l'
tuning development and regula- @.
tory aspects of the draft guidelines
and standards for the assessment
and certification' of green goods
and services, and green technolo-
gies and practices for the purpose
of regulating the availment of in-
centives, and ensuring green jobs
content pursuant to the National
Green Jobs Human Resource De-
velopment Plan spearheaded by
the DOLE," Belver said.

Among the challenges C~C
faces in crafting the said standards :
were the overlapping provisions of ; lates the importance of facilitating
RA 107741 with RA 11534 or the . :"'! such transition through the con-
Corporate Recovery anA Tax Incen- sultation and capacity building oj
tives for Enterprises Act (CREATE), 1 'all tripartite stakeholders, indud-
particularly those involved in the !, ing the affected workers, before
processes and inno~ations related , the implementation of any ero-
to environmental protection sys- .: nomic restructuring to mitigate
tems and sustainability strategies: i the effects of climate change.

The quarantine restrictions, r : Through such transition, the
which took effect dunng the onset" 1 government will establish a frame-
of the pandemic, also caused delays :!;":"'" work to ensure the displaced work-
in the consultations held by eee ers will still enjoy basklabor rights
for RA 107741. through employment-centered

The thresholds should have macroeconomicpolides and envi-
been completed by the CCC120 days !:. ronmental regulations .'
after the effectiveness of the IRR, In his 2019 paper titled 'Is

As of October 3, 2022, the ecc ::::::.the Philippines Getting Green and
said the thresholds are still pending. Just? A Baseline Study on the Ap-

plication of Just Transition Frame- .
Just transition work in the Philippines,' labor
THE former dean of the University leader Wilson Fortaleza noted that
of the Philippines-School of Labor s~ch a framework is currently lack-
and Industrial Relations (UP-SO- ing in the local power and trims-
LAIR), Rene E. Ofreneo, lamented portation sector,
the long ~elay in the full imple- 'The lackof a just transition
mentation of RA 107741, saying it process in' the power setter was
would have encouraged more em- due to the fact that there was no .
ployers to create green jobs. phaseout plan for fossil fuels to

The legislation defined green I,. begin with, while the continu-
jobs as "decent and productive em- ing dispute between the govem-
ployment that contributes to pre- ment and the transport sector
serving or restoring the quality of on PUV [public utility vehicle]
the environment." modernization also points to a

'The vision and program of shoddy process as well as fear of
CCC (regarding RA 107741] will be economic dislocation among PUV
critical for the green transforma- 'drivers,' Fortaleza said.
tion of the economy," Ofreneo said. Both sectors, he said, are cur-

Aside from providing incen- rentIy the' top sources of carbon
tives to the private sector to adopt emissions in the country,
more sustainable measures, he He estimates around 4,500
said the law should also' facilitate workers employed in the power
the "just transition" of workers sector, and 3.2 million in the PUV
from traditional less efficient and i sectors, will be affected if the gov-

,carbon-emitting activities, which i , ernment decides to decommission
a.re.being phased out, to jobs \'lith i coal power plants and modernize
mor~ sustainable operations. 1 PUVs, respectively, as part of ef-

• "The -NGJ-HRD, which was fi- ! forts to achieve its carbon emis-
. nalised by DOLE in 2020, stipu- 'i sions reduction targets,'
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Implementation challenges
BESIDES inc~ntivizing· the C1e'

ation of green jobs and ensuri"~l;
the rights and welfare of affecl€(\
workers are protected, the NC:J·
HRD also contained capacity·
building provisions.

A study conducted by the ln-
stitute of Labor Studies (ILS), all
attached agency of DOLE, dis-
closed that a major challenge ~I
promoting green jobs is the lac (
of professionals and workers wit' I
skills and competencies, which ue
necessary for implementing "etlv -
ronmentally sustainable activitien,
products and services.' .

The said activities include mi:-
igation actions (activities, prodo.cl s
and services to reduce emissicns of
greenhouse gases); adaptation to
climate change and disaster ris k
management; protection of tl:.e
ecosystems and habitats and I'rl!-
vention of land degradation from
human activities; efficiency of 'Na-
ter and natural resources manllg'!-
ment; pollution prevention ar d
control; environmental compli-
ance; education and training; ar d
public awareness. .

The Bureau of Local Emplor-
ment (BLE)said these emerging d!-
mands from employers have let! :0
.the creation of "green occupation:;;
such as Solid Waste Manageme 1t
Equipment Operator, Recyclillg
Worker, Solar Technician and lh ban
Gardener, among others,

ILS noted that identifying t ie
skill demands from the private scc-
tor will be crucial so schools a:id
technical-vocational training ren-
ters could produce graduates 6) Iill
the new vacancies.

Other issues that hamper, !f-
forts of firms to implement green

, initiatives are existing regulate ry
. environment constraints fo~ bu si-
nesses; inefficient infrastruetue
services, internal conflicts and 11i-
mate change; and the lack of S1l5-
tainable actions for enterprises to
go green.

The NGJ-HRD has listed Ihe
measures to address such challeng-
es, which include environmen tal
education and skills developmc nt '
as well as the integration of grEen
strategies on the industry read
maps for the private sector and in
the Philippine Development PIan
for the public sector.

With the start' of the Manos
administration; ILS Executive ')i-
rector Charisma Lobrin-Satunba

CONTINUED ON E4
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said some of the provisions of the
plan may have to be updated to fit
the current priorities of the pres-
ent government leadership. .

She said this may include the
newly signed memorandum of
agreement between DOLEand the
Department 01 Environment and
Natural Resources (DENRl.where-
in ~ergency employment benefi·
cartes will be tapped to help in the
reforestation efforts.

"The HRD plan. while it was
already formulated in 2020. needs
to be: updated.· given the transition
[in the government]. It will then be
shared again with the [211 imple-
mentingagencies," Satumba said.

To further institutionalize the
NGJ-HRD.' its provisions will be
integrated in the new Labor and
Employment Plan of DOLE.which
is expected to be completed before
the end of the year, she said.

Commercial value
BUT even with tbe delay. in the
implementation of RA 107441,
the National Tripartite Wages and
Productivity Commission (NWPC)
said some companies are already
engaging in green initiatives, cog-
nizant of its inherent advantages
to their operations.

-Business-wise, there is (om-
~ value in going green or

Navigating

®j7

adopting grten praruc../processes
as consumers nowadays place a lot

. of premium in an establishment
providing green services and prod-
ucts; NWPCExecutiveDirector Ma-
ria Criselda R. Sy told the llosints,-
Mrrrorin an emailinterview.

Likewise. she noted that green
practices are also cost-efficient
since these involve using locally.
available resources as well as Con-
St'rvation of energy and materials.

"This is timely amid tho rising
price of electricity and fuel; Sy said_

The labor official nid NWPC
teaches . such practices through

• their 7 S of Good Hoasekeeping
modules (sort, systematize, sweep,
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standardize, s.afety, self-discipline,
and .u.tain). whieb teach employ-
ers how to ke-ep their operatloDS
dun, organiud. $ystematic and
safe-resulting In fewer Wi.toge
of raw materials, energy and water
in their opuations."n.. implementation of pro-
ductivity programs ultimately
aim. to improve the bottom line [of
the companle.). leading to expan-
sion and growth, thus more em-
ployment opportunities/' Sr.s~d.

Despite the positi •• feedback
from those whd evailed them-
•• l,es of their "greening" modules.
NWPC reported that only atDUnd
10,000 of the over 900,000 6rm.s
nationwide have implemented the
program!.

Of these. 3,004 firms applied
for NWPC', Green My Enterprise
(ME) ouxIu1e since 2012, while tbe
remaining 7.137 made use of their
7 S of Good Housekeeping module
.ince 2002.

Fortaleaa said once the Green
Job, Act takes full effect, it will
gr~at1y help in mainst:m.ming
such green activities aDd generate
new employment opportunities.

, , "Tens of thousand. of green
DOLE-DENRMOASIGtIlNG Pnslden'Fordi•• ,d M••' •• J'•• i••••"stheslg'ill9oftl •••• mor •• du.at.g' ••••••• betwu" •• Dopa_ and climate jobs can be mated
oILlbonndImplo, ••• t(D«llandth.o.,anM ••t,f!ft,i •••m'ntandN.turalR,,,ura.(D!IIR) •• th'lmp~mlll"tion ,'th,IIOU!'f',Io.g hng- depending on what sector, type 01==~~~::~~kt~!:r~e:~!~:!::::d(~~~~~~~LI:b~7::::~::!~~:i~~::::=::!:~~:=~o:s:::~technology, 1~ofinvestment.
Mirillnblnia Yulo--lopaga [seated 1e1t)51gnthe agrtfmtnt that tumpllftfS DOU and HHR coDaborltiOi and partl.rsbip in PAm'~ng gAInful and the kind of policies and pro-
empl.,ment opptrtunltlfs Ind In Inlurlng the tullJbility and Slftaiaability.t the coub'y's nltul'll rtSOlKes fir the welfart Id\:ht prtStnt Ind grams the govtmrntnt employs;
futuregtlentlons. HDUUSpNketFtnliltalldMlrth'Romualdll(ltIa~in9Itft)joiltlitbI!Presktentduri.gthtctrtmol!J.lllWlDtO~Il)IA((=L",OOll='''',-_-,-F_o_rt_ale_za_said_- _


