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No consent from IPs, zoning
not yet done DENR
By MARIO B. CASAYURAN disclosed this on Wednesday, Oct. 2, during

a public hearing on the proposed Hl~3-billion
bud.get of DENR for 2023 before a Serrate panel,
chaired by Senator Cynthia A. Villar.

The issuance of the ECC on the project was
put on hold because zoning in the protected
areas has not yet been done, Adobo said after
Senator Rafty Tulfo expressed opposition
to the project. ~ 7

The Department of Environment and
Natural Resources (DENR) has put on
hold the issuance of an Environment
Compliance Certificate (ECC) for the

construction of the controversial Kaliwa Dam
project in Quezon province. .

DENR undersecretary Ernesto Adobo Jr.

KaliwaDam project on hold
The DENR official also said the

Indigenous Peoples (IPs) have not
given their Free and Prior Informed
Consent (FPIC) - a requirement under
the Indigenous Peoples' Rights Act
of 1997, which recognizes the IPs'
rights to their ancestral lands. FPIC is
also a prerequisite for the issuance of
. a Special Use Agreement in Protected
Areas from the DENR.

Tulfo said several sectors oppose
the project because of its environmen-
tal impact and ill-effects on the lives
and livelihood of IPs living in the area.

New Centennial Water Source-
Kaliwa Dam Project is aimed at
meeting the increasing water de-
mand by constructing a dam for
the Metropolitan Waterworks and
Sewerage System (MWSS) service

area's domestic water supply. It is
located in l ezen-province lth pro-
jected tunn el traversing to Teresa,
Rizal.

Tulfo sa' d "it's music to my ears"
that the p reject would not p ISh.
through as he believes that the Si ra
Madre mo mtains should be protect-
ed, along Vi th the lives and 'velihood
of IPs in t e area.
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DEPARTMENT of Environment and
Natural Resources (DENR) Secretary
Ma. Antonia Yulo-Loyzaga has bared
plans before Congress to work with local
government units (LGUs), the Depart-
ment of the Interior and Local Govern-
ment (DILG), and other concerned agen-
cies on the full implementation of the
"People's Small-Scale Mining Act" to
better regulate this activity and flush out
illegal miners.

Thus according to Carnarines Sur Rep.
Luis Raymund Villafuerte, Commission
on Appointments majority leader, as he

said Yulo-Loyzaga assured members
during a recent committee meeting of
this 25-member bicameral panel prior to
its confirmation of her appointment.

Asked by Villafuerte about her stance
on small-scale mining, Yulo-Loyzaga
said she supports this enterprise as a
means to lift certain populations out of
their socioeconomic conditions, "(but)

.we do feel at least at the DENR at the
moment, that we need to strengthen our
capacity to observe, to monitor, to evalu-
ate the environmental impacts of these
activities at the localleve!."

I

Villafuer te at the same time suggested
to the Environment secretary to look into
current m ring tee nologies that already
allow min e:s to pr ess gold without us-
ing mercury, a poll nt that dversely af-
fects humans and e osystems.

"There are alrea so many technolo-
gies, mercury-free p ocessing of gold. So,
I suggest tlu the de ent can research
on this and he updat ,beca e every day
there are new teehn logies c. d proc ses
that are being implemented; e s<id "As
you mentioned, (the se of m cury) IS re-
ally dangerous," Ma eelV.C z
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THE Deparbnent of Environment and
Natural Resources is looking at the
mining sector as one of the sources of
the country's economic recovery as per
the directive of President Marcos.

During a budget hearing of the
SenateCommitteeonFinanceonTu~
day, Environment and Natural Sec.
Toni Loyzaga said DENR is working'
with the Department of Finance and
other government agencies to identi-
fy different financial dimensions of
mining activities in the country.

'We're also looking at building up
the capacity of DENR to perform its
duty on assessing the applications,
observing and monitoring the mining

activi ties, and analyzing the impact on
communities and ecosystems," Loyz-
aga told the committee.

She said the primary concerns of
mining companies and investors are
the constant changes in policies and
the need to develop local processing
of raw mining products.

•.Most of what we export now is
raw ore. So, we need an) investment
in the value-added processing para
(so) we can actually realize the full
value of what we are able to export,"
she said.

"The mining industry holdsthegreat-
est potential to be a key driver in out
economic recovery and long-term

growth, especially now that world
metal prices are hig h," Finance Sec.
Benjamin Diokno said in a previous
statement, but cautioned the govern-
ment expects the iining industry to
adhere to responsibl ~and sustainabl
mining practices.

The country has: been pitching in-
vest;ments in green metals such as
nickel, cobalt, and cl)pper, to Ameri-
can investors as parrofthe Department
of Trade and Industry's "Make It Hap-
pen in the Philippines 'investmentcam-
paign.

Sen. Robinhooi Padilla said it's
about time to reviet v the Philippine
Mining Act of 19%
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Gett-I ng rid Ideally biodegradable waste, are m de into fertilizers,
and reCY~lables are put to new use or ol~ to junk shops.

f I-The accumulation of garbage, however, s simply too m~cho past IC wast es to handle that most, like shampq or coffee sachets, an Just
thrown into landfill sites. .

A number of environment :~ oups are se~king to scale
up recycling or upscali~g prognm~,. bu,t agam these ave
not effectively resulted m any significant dent efforts to
reduce plastic wastes.

Large-scale reCYcl~g. .
Other governments rely hea ~Iy o~ m charucal recycling,

targeting easy-to-recycle plas 1,:S hke ET or {OP ex-
amples of the former being sing:~e-use w t.er bottles and the
latter being containers. Mechar 1cal recy hng ~( es not alter
the plastics' chemical structure, 2nd the ~esultinv. pellets are
reused in the manufacture of new plastic prod cts.

While mechanical recycling i:: widel used many de-
veloping economies, it still is no: able td cope ith the vol-
ume of new PET and HOPE plastic was es, Ne proce ses,
notably chemical, are being stuc ied, al ough till in their
early stages of adoption. , . .

Chemical recycling - pyrolys rs , gasifi tion, 1 dro- ack-
ing, and depolymerization - alt e.; the ch~~ca :lmpe tion
of plastic waste, but offer more 0ppo~ties t? produc new
plastic products and even oil products like die '1, naph a,
and wax.

The process of chemical recy c,ing is g~de as co zru-
ent to the principles of circular econom Ide .gues, ",:ho
believe that the modem world cannot do way 'lth pl . tics,
and as such must instead be able to harness it in a sustair-able
way without doing too much damage to the enviror ent
and human lives.

Today, most new plastics be .ng manufa . d come di-
rectly from crude oil or gas, and only about SiX percent come
from recycled plastics. The efficiency ~f pterruca~ re~ mg
to repurpose different kinds f plastic waste IS Vie ved
with much enthusiasm, and investment offers abound for
start-ups. .

Such moves, of course, are staunchly criticized by envi-
ronmental activists who believe that chemica cli g is
at its most basic still incineration and worse, 11onl dd
to the world's production of fo srl fuels product .

It's still early days for most f the dhemic recych~g
technologies, although regulating agen es are onboard ~n
vetting the processes, especially those t at COl d res t in
greenhouse gas emissions and d emical efflue

With the urgency that plastic pollution r re ents to
many 'countries and the world at: arge, however the 0 rall
benefits of finally finding some way to collect p stic w stes
that have accumulated through the decades an those om
the future, regulators may just E;CI a tad:tSy on them.

Facebook a ld Twitt r
We are actively using two sod al ne rking websi r< to

reach out more often and even interact with an engage our
readers, friends and colleagues' 1he various arc. s of in rest
that I tackle in my column. Please like us on wwu lcebook oml
ReyGamboa and follow us on WW1 ••••.~tter.~m~ >yCam . a.

Should you wish to share any fnstghts urrit ne at Link
Edge,25th Floor,139Corporate Center,Va eroSt , Salcedo
Village, 1227 Makati City. Or e-mail m at rey~gambo?~
yahoo.com. For a compilation (if previ us articles, V1Stt
www.BizlinksPhilippine~ _

The Philippines, regarded as one of the top plastic pollut-
ing countries in the world to date, needs to carefully evaluate
its evolving laws and regulations dealing with plastic use
and recycling.

Currently, the Department of Environment and Natural
Resources (OENR) is in the process of drafting the imple-
menting rules and regulations that would give wings to the
Extended Producer Responsibility (EPR) Act that had lapsed
into law last July.

The EPR is regarded as a crucial amendment to the
21-year-old Ecological Solid Waste
Management Act, paving the
way for the DENR to formulate a
national framework for all types
of waste with the end view of
requiring businesses' compliance
to approved EPR programs by
February next year.

The EPR Act comes with tax
incentives and allowed deduction
of expenses on approved EPR pro-
grams from gross income for the
obliged large companies, as well
as substantial punitive measures

as penalty for violations.
The goal for large companies would be to recover up to

80 percent of their plastic packaging waste by 2028, although
the ultimate real value of the law would be in a substantial
reduction of the country's plastic wastes, one that has con-
tributed to our notoriety as being the third biggest contribu-
tor to plastic pollution in oceans.

It would be especially interesting to see if the EPR Act,
which specifically focuses on large companies with total
assets of over P100 million, would make a significant dent
on single-use plastics production, importation, and disposal.

Already, some environmental activists are clamoring for
a stiffer law that would ban outright single-use plastics that
have been increasingly seen as harmful not only to the envi-
ronment, but also on humans through leached microplastics
and plastic-related chemicals.

Dealing with waste plastic
The failure of past laws dealing with plastic pollution

is rapidly creating severe consequences for the world, and
other efforts on plastic disposal are being explored to get rid
of debris that has accumulated through past decades, as well
as dealing with current and future plastic wastes.

For a long time, most plastic wastes have either been
dumped or burned. With the doubling of global plastic waste
from 2000 to 2019 to an estimated 353 million tons, however,
burying and incinerating plastics is no longer capable of
dealing with the aggravating pollution problem.

New ways of dealing with plastic wastes are evolving,
but many of them still have not been able to deal with the
avalanche created by the world's continued preference for
plastic use now in just about every aspect of modem life.

At the consumer level, innovative campaigns are continu-
ing for people to practice recycling measures to minimize
plastic use. Studies have shown, though, that such advoca-
cies are not making much headway given the amounts of
single-use plastics manufactured every year.

In the Philippines, local governments deal with their
localities' waste disposal to the best of their abilities guided
by the 2000 solid waste management law. Some have fully
functioning materials recovery facilities that segregate bio-
degradable waste, recyclable materials, and residual wastes;
others have onl token versions.

BIZLINKS

REYGAMBOA

D D D D
PAGE 1 BANNER EDITORIAL CARTOONSTORYSTORY
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'lCTtaon ong nilinis'
lIog, daan amiD ·yan - Cynthia

LABIS na nanggalaiti si Sena-
dora Cynthia Villar sa isang
opisyal ng Department of
Environment and Natural
Resources (DENR) kaugnay
ng planong reclamation pro-
ject sa Cavite na magreresulta
aniya sa posibleng matinding
pagbaha sa kanilang lugar sa
Las Pifias City.

Nainis siVillar nang sabi-
hin ni Environmental Ma-
nagement Bureau (EMB)
director William Cufiado
sa pagdinig ng panukalang
2023 budget ng DENR na
pinagkaloob na nila ang
environmental compliance
certificate ang 21 reclama-
tion projects sa Manila Bay.

Tinutulan ni Villar ang
proyekro dahil masasarahan
urnano ang daloy ng tubig sa
apat na river sa Las Pifias at
Cavite at kalaunay magrere-
sulta. ito ng matinding pag-
baha sa kanilang 11.lIlg'OO.

'!o\ko sinabi ko sa inyo,

huwag niyong pakikialaman
'yong aming daan doon. We
have four rivers going out
of that bay. Where will the
river go - the water of the
river go? Sinasabi ko na pa-
lagi sa inyo 'yan, ayaw kayo
turnigil. Hindi ako purnayag
diyan," himutok ni Villar;

Ayon pa sa senador; ka-
hit sina dating Pangulong
Benigno 'Noynoy' Aquino ill
at Rodrigo Duterte ay hindi
purnayag sa nasabing mga
reclamation project na ipi-
nagpipilitan ng DENR

Dagdag niya, kakau-
sapin din umano si Pangu-
long Ferdinand 'Bongbong'
Marcos Jt tungkol sa nasa-
bing reclamation projects.

Pinagdidiinan ni Villar;
rniyembro ng Aquilar-Villar
clan na iIang dekada nang
nagpapatakbo sa Las Pifias,
na lialOs 10 taon ang ginugol
niya para ma1inis ang ang Las
Pifias-Zapote Rive!:

"It took me 10 years to
clean my riv r so there will
be no fl' . g, tapos sa-
sarhan n'yo iyong daan ng
rivet ko?" ani Villar;

"I clean 30 kilometers
of river; ba'· hindi sasarna
loob ko?" Clagdag pa ng
galit na senadora,

Tiniyak naman ni En-
vironment Secretary Ma.
Antonia Yulo-Loyzaga na sa
kasalukuyang administras-
yon, rerebyuhin nila ang
polisiya tungkol sa mga rec-
lamation projects.

"Under this present ad-
ministration, we would be
looking very carefully at
the reclarnatiO!,\i!CY as a
whole and we there,is
a need for some very strong
science," sabi ni Loyzaga.
(Dindo Matii1ing),
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PH is'tops in world
risk report - Legarda
By MARIO B. CASAVURAN

The Philippines ranks highest
in terms of disaster risk among 193
countries covering 99 percent of the
world's population, Senate President
Pro Tempore Loren Legarda said on
Wednesday, Oct. 12.

"A country Iike the Philippines,
which does not only belong to the
top 10 vulnerable countries to the
impacts ofclimate change, but is now
also found to be the number one di-
saster risk country worldwide, poses
a major concern for us. This must
serve as an urgent call to act now,"
Legarda said upon learning of the
new WorldRisklndex Report 2022.

Legarda said countries in the top
10 of the WorldRiskIndex list include
India, Indonesia, Colombia, Mexico,
Myanmar, Mozambique, China,
Bangladesh, and Pakistan.

The report assessed countries
based on risk, exposure, vulnerabil-
ity, susceptibility, coping capacities,
and adaptive capacities.

Asa nation ofmany small islands,

situated along the typhoon belt,
the Philippines is one of the conn-
tries vulnerable to extreme weather
events.

Tens of thousands of lives were
lost during the last decade wh lch
saw the occurrence of seven of the
deadliest and costliest typhoo s in
Philippine history. Data from the
National Disaster Risk Reduction
and Management Council (NDRRNC)
revealed that damage to crops and
structures reached P240 billion.

"We care deeply about the lives
of our people and the well- being of
our nation. We have been perennial
witnesses to the vulnerability of our
communities to disasters and t ae
prevalence of risks throughout nae
country, not only from the imp ct
of hazards but also from human-
induced disasters," Legarda said.

For a vulnerable country Illte
the Philippines, the aftermath of
disasters turbo-charged by climate
change in recent years has giv n
a glimpse of a future in .a rapi y
warming world.

..~
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PI%!'taces greatest disaster risk
among 193 countries surveyed

Bochum, said the Philippines is facing the
.greatest disaster risk among the countries
it rated.

The Philippines has an index scan ~
46.82, followed by India (42.31.),
Indonesia (41.46) and Colombia (38.3 7).

Mexico, Myanmar, Mozambique,
China, Bangladesh, and Pakis!<In.ro 1t1
up the top 10 countries most at risk of
disasters. Next pag! ,

THE Philippines is the most disaster-
prone country among 193 In the w?~ld

" based on its exposure and vulnerability
~ to natural disasters, a study conducted by
. two German institutions said.

The World Risk Index, released' by
Btindnis Entwicklung Hilft (The Alliance
Development Works) and the Institute for
International Law of Peace and Armed
Conflict (!FHV) at Ruhr University

PH this is called prevention and mitigation,
••• the other is just before the hazard strikes,

From Al " which is preparedness, And ~. during
-the time when the hazard strikes; that's

The Universityof Stuttgart's Prof. Dr. called response, and then "aftefwards,it's
JOOt Birkmann, director of the Institute called reconstruction and rehabilitation,",
of Spatial and Regional Planning, and he said. i
Dr. Torsten Welle, developed the index,: "We should really shift from doing I
that evaliJates the exposure to natural more work on response to the long- I

. hazards faced by countqes and assesses 'term preparations planning," the expert
· the inherentVulnerabilityjri~'couDtries ";said, recommending that the c0un.!t¥'s

towards suffering from: im~h~ planning "should incorporate f c1~
',facmg these hazards.·~·: '':';'" 'i~' 'Lge-8fIju.ste4-.hazariIs:':

., :In, Ji!le with pr/ ious .results, this •... ''1'bQSe..~ ~~; hamill;' that would
years ~orldRisk Indexshows that global happcip'betauSe f'the ~hanging climate,
disaster risks are very, heterogeneously becauSe'of global warming, that' tileanS

~distributed~aOdstrongly,Iinked'~a$e!Cts,.~ the tYPllooDswill becomi~
, of poverty and inPnl'''Iit)'.Nev-,;rthe~. c~~: "*""n17Cf winds (';!~ng bitttt,;;;.

""!- , . .Ie!'. ~'J:-'J!' ":,,,v & . '~~'J\~ .~,
the: new" model :~ts 'show' clear" 'qOd<JS;Jriggeringm frequent iP.!diJ;nore:,

~<¥.erenc~ ffoirfP~~JfJn~:: th,,_ ~~~~ l~ds1ides, ~d~~gg~ ~
'l, ,report satd...\;;o'i>:v·'"'' ,,1 ." surges'~he said, , ~,(. "!t>!')<,
~, Dr. MaharLagmay~t;iiuYemi)£,ofare, i!I-~'fi ~vors:"of il'a~ disasters jn th!;.
·,ptJ~ppines ~esilienc~J~sti~t.eEx~ve", ~~"len<t to<~y that ~. that hil~e.

. - Director, said tlje co~at f1uge,.nU':. bl:enr.)iitting..the~untry "'ate worse .thiIn;
r disasters because it.,is'iIlj.th~tYPh .' ~. ". ·on~Jhat;.~ ,!hem,,-Lagroay
~ltofAsia ;~ "",'.' noted ..• .,? •... ~ '"",'~-'._.j

~o:.. _ ''When there's ~~. w~~'eVent ,"Wemust antici~lb~ f'iitilre e'V.'
like that, it carries along with it hazards. And to do that, we need science.Weneed

· These hazards are namely. the. strong to reflect in our hazard maps which are
winds, the floods that are triggered, the mainstreamed into the planning process
landslides that are triggered by extreme of the communities, the comprehensive
rainfall events carried by the typhoon, as landuse plans, the local climate change
well as storm surges. These hazards are adaptationplans, the climate, and disaster '
the ones that kill," Lagmayexplained. risk assessments,' he said. .

Going forward, Lagmay said the Ii incorporated, the people in the
gove~ent sho~d focus more on community ~ill be able to.realize there
preventmg the III effects of natural is "such a ~ oj l;1azarddiat is bigger
disasters,notingthe fourpillars in disaster than'what they kn~ or.:.,,~ they ~e<f:
preventionand risk reduction. experienced,And,if we do filat';the):-carr'

"One is the long-term, preparations, anticipate," "" ..' ~.:.' " .' "'." •
,J!.... ~~- ...-
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PH among countries most prone to coastal flo

BY PAUL M. ICAMINA

THE Philippines is among the top
countries with the highest increase
in the number of people affected
by coastal flooding by 2030.
The list comes from Aqueduct

Floods, a data platform run by
World Resources Institute (WRI),
an environmental research organi-
zation.
According to data from the

Aqueduct tool, which analyzes
flood risks and solutions around
the world, flooding has already
caused more than $1 trillion in
losses globally since 1980. .
The situation is poised to wors-

en. Analysis from WRI's Aqueduct
Floods finds that the number of
people affected by floods will
double worldwide by 2030.
The number of people affected

by riverine floods will rise from

65 million in 2010 to 132 million
in,2030. The number impacted by
coastal flooding will increase from
7 million to 15 million.
It threatens economies as well.

The amount of urban property
damaged by riverine floods will
increase threefold - from $157
billion to $535 billion annually. Ur-
ban property damaged by coastal
storm surge and sea level rise will
increased tenfold - from $17 bil-
lion to $177 billion annually.
The list of countries that are

most at risk to coastal flooding
includes Bangladesh followed by
Viet Nam, India, Indonesia, China,
Nigeria, the Philippines, Egypt and
Malaysia.
"Flood risk is increasing dra-

matically due to heavier rains and
storms fueled by climate change,

See PH> PageA2
Climate change will affect 85,373 Filipi 0; living along the coast, a .cording to
Aqueduct Floods estimates.

socioeconomic factors such as
population growth and increased
development near coasts and riv-
ers, and land subsidence driven
by overdrawing groundwater,"
Aqueduct Floods reported. "In
places experiencing the worst
flood risk, allthree of these threats
are converging."
Climate change wilJ affect

85,373 Filipinos living along the
coast, according to Aqueduct
Floods estimates.Socialeconomic
factors will bring coastal floods to
136,862Filipinos. •
Subsidence - sinking in coastal

cities, largely caused by the over-

exploitation of groundwater-will
cause floods affecting 59,253 Fili-
pinos by 2030.
India, Bangladesh and Indo-

nesia have some of the largest
populations affected by riverine
and coastal floods each year. By
2030, these three countries will
account for 44 percent of the
world's population annually af-
fected by riverine floods, and 58
percent "of population affected
by.coastal f).oods·. . .
Growing Ipopulations and

booming urban development in
flood plains will increase both
riverine and coastal fl~d risk in

many countries. Even extremely
water-stressed nations like Saudi
Arabia will suffer.
The United States is projected

to see an additional $16 billion in
flood damages to urban property
annually by 2030, with $4 billion
causedby subsidence.This is more
subsidence-driven flood risk than
any other country.
According to Aqueduct Floods,

flood protection measures offer a
strong return on investment. For
example, the three countries with
the highest number of people
affected by riverine flooding -
India, Bangladesh and Indonesia

\

\

\

\

-----~----------- ----

- are all suitable candidates for
riverine dikes.
Every $1 spent on dike in-

frastructure in Bangladesh may
result in $123 in avoided damages
to urban property, when moving
from the existing three-year flood
protection system to a 10-year
flood protection system by 2050.
This investment would reduce
the likelihood of floods from 33
percent to 10 percent.
There are job creation ben-

efits. The costs for building flood
defenses are not just a one-off
capital investment; they require
maintenance which creates long-

term jobs that stay in the local
community.
Green infrastructure like man-

groves, reefs and sand dunes also
act as natural buffers to coastal
storms. Intact forests prevent
erosion and can reduce landslides.
Protecting and restoring this

natural infrastructure offers flood
protection and other benefits like
water filtration and reduced green-
house gas emissions.
Aqueduct Floods is an on-

line platform that measures
and maps global flood risk.
WRI co-developed the tool
with Deltares, the Institute for

Environmental Studies at Vri- "
jeUniversiteit Amsterdam, PBL
Netherlands Environmenral "
Assessment Agency and Utrecht .
University,with funding from the ~
Dutch Ministry of Infrastructure
and Water Management and the
World Bank.
Aqueduct maps and data are

used directly by hundreds of
companies and are cited in many
publications. It helps govern-
mentsand civil society understand
and respond to water risks such
as water stress, variability from
season-to-season, pollution and ~
water access.

\

\

\
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Photo from the Faeilbook page of
the National Museum shows villtor.
looking at the meteorites featured In
an exhIbit on Tuesday.

National
Museum features

meteorites
that fell on PhI
The National Museum of the Phil-

ippines has shown to the public its
collectionofmeteorites as the country
commemorated Museums and Gal-
leries Month and World Space Week.

In a Facebook post on Tuesday,
the museum management said the.
special exhibition at the Godofredo
Alcasid Function Hall in the National
Museum of Natural History features
three of the six confirmed meteorites
that fell on the Philippines.

These are the Orconuma meteorite
that landed in Barangay Orconuma
in Bongabong, Oriental Mindoro in

- 2011, the Pantar meteorite that fell
in Lanao del Norte on June 16, 1938
and the Bondoc meteorite found in
Bondoc Peninsula, Quezon in 1956.

The museum thanked the donor,
Abraham Catiis, for entrusting the
museum with the Pantar and Bon-
doc meteorites during the turnover
on Sept. 22.

On July8,the museum received the
specimen of the Orconuma meteorite
from geologist Aubrey Whymark,
who facilitated the donation from
John Higgins and Jasper Spencer.

Three Filipino farmers - Fredo
Manzano, Edgar Francisco Sr. and
Enrico Camacho Jr. - witnessed the
fall of the 7.8-kilogram Orconuma
meteorite and took care of it after
it landed in their fields on March 7,
2011.

The Orconuma, Pantar and Bon-
doc meteorites are listed in theMe-
teoritical Society's Bulletin Database.

- ~arcJaysonCayabyab
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Bulusan Volcano placed
under Alert Level 1 l:~!Snl
THE Philippine Institute
of Volcanology and Seis-
mology (Phivolcs) yester-
day placed Bulusan Vol-
cano in Sorsogon under
Alert Levell due to "low-
level unrest,"

According to Phivolcs,
they recorded a total of
126weak and shallow 0-5
km-deep volcanic earth-
quakes since 5 a.m. on
Tuesday.

Most of these events
occurred in the northwest-
em sector and the summit
area of Bulusan and are
attributed to rock-fractur-
ing processes within the
edifice.

Several monitored pa-
rameters indicate in-
creased hydrothermal ac-
tivity and overall unrest,
Phivolcs said.

According to Phivolcs,
the ground deformation
data from continuous GPS

measurements and radial monitored hot spring (In
tilt indicate a short-term the southwestern sector.
inflation of the southern Residents at Sitio Tal-
flanks of Bulusan Volca- istison, Brgy. Mapa In
no since April 2022. Irosinand Bgy.San Roqie

"Moreover, a pro- in Bulusan reporte a
nounced and ongoing in- "sulfurous odor" on Oc t.
flationary trend that be- 10 to Tl.
gan in late September However, Phivol.cs
2022 was detected by pointed out that "only
most of the electronic tilt very weak to moderate
stations on the south- emission of steam-laden
western and southern plumes is transpiring at
slopes. This current in- the summit crater and
flation cycle signifies on- northwest vents."
going pressurization of "Phivolcs is now rais-
the shallow hydrother- ing the alert status frODI
mal system," it said. Alert Level 0 to Alert Lev-

Phivolcs also observed ell, which means that the
that the volcanic carbon volcano is currently in c
dioxide concentrations state oflow-level unrest:
measured monthly in the agency said.
springs on the southeast- Local gover meni
ernsectorofBulusan Vol- units and the public were
cano have been increas- reminded that entry into
ing since July 2022, with the four-kilometer radius
increasing spring temper- permanent danger zone
ature since April 2022 in is strictly prohibited.~----------------~ ~~--------------
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NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING

On the ENVIRONMENTAL PERFORMANCE REPORT AND MANAGEMENT PLAN (EPRMP) of the
proposed Masbate Gold Pit Expansion Project - Phase 2 located in Barangays Amoroy, Bangon,
Capsay, Panique, Puro and Syndicate, Municipality of Aroroy, Province of Masbate.

Notice is hereby given to all parties who wish to give their opinion regarding the implementation
of the proposed Masbate Gold Pit Expansion Project - Phase 2 to attend Putllic Hearing that is
scheduled as follows:

Venue
Capsay Covered Court, Barangay Capsay,

Aroroy, Masbate

This Public Healing is being conducted in connection with the Filminera Resources Corporation
(FRC) application for Environmental Compliance Certificate (ECC). The Environmental Perfonnance
Report and Management Plan (EPRMP) of the aforementioned project is being reviewed by
the Environmental Management Bureau (EMB) of the Department of Environment and Natural
Resources (DENR).

The following is the project information: ,I
Prooonent Filminera Resources Corooration FRC
Pro' ect Name Masbate Gold P~ Expansion Proiect - Phase 2

Project Location Barangays Amoroy, Bangon, Capsay, Panique, Puro and Syndicate,
MuniciDal~ of Arorov, Province of Masbate
Blue Quartz P~: 16 Hectares
Old Lady P~: 20 Hectares

Components
Blue Quartz Waste Dump: 9 Hectares
Old Lady Waste Dump: 14 Hectares
Access Road to Old Lady: 3 Hectares
Relocation Site: 10 Hectares
The proposed Blue Quartz and Old Lady expansion project to be operated
by the company will continuously benefit the cornmun~ and the local

Rationale govemment from the programs being implemented through tile SDMP.
Further, generation of local taxes to be incurred by the proposed operation will
boost the local and national economv.

Project Capacity Plant Capacity: 9,000,000 MT/y
Mine Extraction Rate: 34 500 000 MY/v

Area Existing total project area covered: 2,548.4 Hectares
Prooosed total oroiect area: 2 795.4 Hectares (Additional block: 247 hectaf'9sJ

All interested parties who wish to attend or participate in this Public Hearing should preferably confirm
their attendance! participation and may give their opinion(s) in a eoncisq posjtion paper submitted
to the ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT ASSESSMENT AND MANAGEMENT DIVISION (EIAMD) of this
OffICe through email or eja@emb goy ph three (3) days before the Public Hearing schedule. Those
who will not be able to register or submit written positions may be given the opportun~ to share
their issues on the day of the hearing mil.

The project's EPRMP and Executive Summary for the Public are downloadable at our webs~e: 'II1tIt.
eja@emb goy ph (kindly access the Notice of Public Hearing/Consultation link found in our website)
while copies will be available in the following offices:

EMB Region V
Regional Center Site, Rawis, Legazpi C~
Municipal Planning and Development Office (MPDO)
Municipality of Aroroy, Province of Masbate

For more details, please contact the EIAM Division at this Office at telephone numbers (02)
85394378 local 116 and look for the project case handlers Engr. George Silvederio and Engr.

_Carlo Vlc M.da, EnP.

MT - Oct. 13 & 20, 2022
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