06 October 2022, Thursday

_CLIPPINGS

| SThATEGIC COMMUNICATION AND INITIATIVES SERVICE




) STRATEGIC TR T = —
e UPPER PA BANNER EDITORIAL CARTOON
ﬁ o f SR | stony
e .  MANILASBUL i
R
ey  SERVICE THE NATION’S LEADING NEWSPAPER - 0 6~ 2 2
m— 0
TITLE : PAGE | DATE

DENR JMULTISTAKEHOLDER FORUM

‘ r .. By | ;
o Nap) li(j")’l"[-‘,\@;t())(;%:llEL\-’D., M/\NI \
i e s 2 oy

¥

oy

)3 b ';,

g/

< . - o o _
ENVIRONMENT FORUM — President Ferdinand Marcos Jr. (third from left) looks on as Department of Labor and Employment (DOLE) Sucretary Bievenido . Laguesma (fourth fro
left) and Department of Environment and Natural Resources (DENR) Secretary Maria Antonia Yulo Loyzaga (second from left) hold up a Memorandum of Agreement signed durin
the DENR multi-sectoral stakeholders forum at the Diamond Hotel in Manila on Wednesday, Oct. 5, 2022, Also at the event are (from luft) Speakér Martin Romualdez, Presidenti
Management Staff Secretary Ma. Zenaida Angping, and Senator Cynthia Villar, (Noel B. Pabalate) |
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Big firms join govt talks on
sustainable resource roadmap

+

o b2

PRESIDENT Ferdinand Marcos Jr. delivers a speech at the 2022 Department of Environment and Natural Resources Multistakeholder Farum on Wednesday, Octoher 5, 2022, at the Grand Ballroom,
Diamond Hotel, Ml@lumm "

e By Samuer P-MEDENILLA ¥ @sam_medenilla.

HE country’s top corporations

and other stakeholders joined -

in the start of the government
consultations for the crafting of its new
roadmaps to ensure the sustainable use
of the country’s water and other natural

resources.

On Wednesday, President Fer-
dinand “Bongbong” R. Marcos,
Jr. witnessed the launch of the
multistakeholder dialogue orga-
nized by the Department of En-
vironment and Natural Resources
(DENR) at the Diamond Hotel in
Manila.

Marcos urged the participants
of the three-day event to provide
inputs in the government’s envi-
ronment-related initiatives.

“Alongwith the outcomes of this

forum, I expect thatwewillbe able
toaccelerate the DENR’s missionof
mobilizing our capacities and re-
sources to preserve, conserve, and
manage our environment,” Marcos
said.

“I also expect this forum to lay
down astrategicdirection tomaxi-
mize the use of the country's natu-
ralwealth and to promoteinclusive
and sustainable economicgrowth”
he added.

He stressed the important role
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of .the private sector to success- _r-
fully steer government policies to

a “greener direction.”

Among those present at the «
event were San Miguel Corpora-
tion  President and Chief Execu-
tive Officer (CEO) Ramon S. Ang,
China Banking Corporation chair-
man Hans T. Sy, Gokongwei Group
chairman Lance Y. Gokongweiand
First Gen Corporation chairman
and CEO Federico R. Lopez.

Inherspeechat the event, En-
vironment SecretaryMa. Antonia
Yulo-Loyzaga said the forum will
help them finalize their National
Natural Resources Geospatial
Database. :

The outcomes of the event are
also expected to help in the com-
pletion of the pending initiatives

of DENR including the roadmap’

for water security; the scaling up
and networking of capabilities for
environmentalobservations, moni-
toring and analytics; integrated
development of mangrove forests
andmﬁﬁue ‘pmfetted' s; and’

‘the climate mg\henband\ sustamf
able tourism plan.

“With your suppnrt andflmder

- ournew leadership, the DENRlooks

forward to charting the course to-
wardsachieving climate and disas-
terresilientinclusive green andblue
recovery for our nation, Loyzaga
said.

She said DENR mll also be co-
operating with other government

agencies like the Department of

Labor and Employment (DOLE) to
help them achieve their goals. ~
During the forum, Loyzage
signed a new Memorandum of
Agreement (MOA) with Labor and
Employment Secretary Bienveni-

do E. Laguesma, which will allow-
DENR to tap DOLE's Tulong Pan-

ghanapbuhay sa ating Disadvan'!
taged/Displaced Workers (TUPAD!

" program for its National ForeS'l*

Protection Program. vt
“This agreement will acr.elerate
thecreation of greenjobsin the for -

est sector where they are needed

the most,” Loyzaga said.. < o1+
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PBBM: (Ilmate challge offtop
of government’s national ag jenda
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Road to green economy long
water roadmap readied

PRESIDENT Marcos Jr. yesterday
reaffirmed his administration’s
commitment to building the coun-
try’s resiliency and i cli-
mate change adaptation and called
; ffx.:; more robust collaboration

all sectors in Pmmgdae
environment while pushing for the
country’s development.

we do.” oo
‘Marcos said thr. cffecmnm
of a caunt:fyﬁs ' 2

ronment a essing climate
cﬁmgezmll not Le inmmclmely

ble,mmesusmnablgmallthat .

‘The President, at the opening
of the 2022 ent of En-
vironment and N Resources

(DENR) Multi-Stakeholders Fo-
rum in Manila yesterday, said the

road towards building a green
economy will be long and tough,
and everyone must stay strong,

accept that it is a fight that must
be waged by all, and, more impor-
tantly “a battle that must be won.”

'The-?:esid-mtias's' e

l:%h;lm:lcs on peeple
lessened, if even prevented.

Tlsw President said he expects
the three-day forum to provide
the government and private part-
ners a chance to actively collabo-
rate in translating an integrated

2028 41 apasessen,

" So: ROAD > Page A2

| the growith i 1
Mesmvhile, Loyzd"a cited
the need for :n
craft ﬁiem;rfﬁf the

apex bedy to

req wh.‘lch.of the uses
should be prioritized and typi-

mdy that’s both energy and agri
SO, dog:;esm: sup

with the Dcpattment of Labor

mMetto .
The DEN'k iaesterday s:.gned '

Hon, momtonﬂ‘;

ﬁ' among -:r:hers. '
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~ Marcos to
prioritize climate
change adaptahon

BY MICHELLE GUILLANG
@tribunephl_mish

Buildmg the comtta‘y’s resiliency and
improving climate change adaptation are
on top of his administration’s agenda,
President Ferdinand "Bonghong" Marcos
Jr. assured on Wednesday. ;

"As your President, I assure you
that our environment and our country's
reslhenc,y and adaptation to the new
normals of climate change are on top
of the national agenda," Marcos said.

He made the assurance durmg the
opening of the 2022 Department of
Environment and Natural Resources
Multi-Stakeholders Forum in Manila,
where he also called for a more
robust collaboration to protect the
environment.

"We ensure that the initiatives we
will take will ‘enable us to become
smarter, more responsible; more
sustainable in all that we do,” he said.

For the President, the road ahead
will be long and tough, and everyone
must stay strong and accept that it's
a fight that must be waged by all, and,

- more importantly — a battle that- must
be won. .. |

"In this eolective fight, we are not
soldiers; we are stewards. There will be
no weapons to use; only behaviors and
practices to improve upon," he said.

He noted that victory will not
come by defeating a visible enemy
but will come at certain moments
when averting a global crisis becomes
imminent.

Marcos said triamph is|at hand

when there is clean air to , safe
water to drink, and 121ds and pceans to
harness for the ben='it of all Filipinos

and for all humanity.

The President is opti
the three-day forur to bring about
substantial outcomes that will focus
on enriching not c¢rly the pountry's
natural resources bu; a.lso its national
wealth.

He hopes the gathering will become

~an opportunity for the government

and private partaers.to |actively
collaborate in translaing an i

sustain the growth o the se

"So let us join our effo
certain we will pass ¢n to our children
a country and a wold that|are in a
much better state than they came
upon," he said.

"We are only custodians of this
beautiful planet tha: we live on. Let
us take that responsibility seriously for
many generations thet will still follow,”
he added. ‘

He also expressed elation over the
participation of the "big movers and
shakers" from the private r, NGOs,

"academe, and diffarent dountries

around the world who have already
offered assistance n the Country's
battle against the effects of changing
climate.

The President s cousin House
Speaker Martin Romualdez, Labor
Secretary Bienvenido Laguesma,
Senator Cynthia Vilar, and members
of the diplomatic ccrps were also in
attendance.
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PHOTOGRAPH BY YUMMIE DINGDING FOR THE DAILY TRIBUNE @triburiephl. y emi
PRESIDENT Ferdinand Marcos Jr. attends the 2022 DENR Multistakeholders Forun on
Wednesday in Diamond Hotel, Manila. Also in attendance is Speaker Martin Romualdez. 33th
officials presented plaques to awardees. IS
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Climate change mitigation,

adaptation top PBBM
admin’s agenda

PRESIDENT Ferdinand "Bongbong" Marcos Jr.on Wednesday
guaranteed that the Philippines' resiliency and adaptation to
the "new'normals" of climate change are on top of his admin-

istration's national agenda.

Marcos gave the assurance in a speech delivered during the
2022 multi-stakeholder forum organized by the Department of
Environment and Natural Resources (DENR) at the Diamond

Hotel in Manila.

"As your President, [ assure you that our environmentand
our country’s resiliency and adaflatinu to the new normals

of climate change are on top o

the national agenda. We

ensure that the initiatives we will take will enable us to
become smarter, more responstble, more sustainable in all
thatwedo,” he said during the openmg of the DENR's thn -

day forum.

"The road ahead will be lonﬁland itwill be touﬂl but we must

_ staystrongand accept thatitw

beabattle that weall must wage,

and even more importantly, it's a baﬂ:le that we must win," he

added.

Marcos lauded the DENR for oxgpmzmg a fpmm that gathers
different stakeholders who are expected to forge cullabg:ahun
with the agency and other state d ents to craft and imple-
ment p ms towards ¢limate, disaster readmme and sustain-

able development.

He said he s confident that the forum will .serve rlatfor

for the parucnpanls to identify each sector’s "

challenges, bolster cooperation, as well as to ga r mfonnal‘mn
on priorities for possible inclusion in the DENR'’s po ai;g’ agenda

the multi-year Roadmap for Programs, Activities
”I Imow it'sonly thebeginning ofa challenging but mostim
task of protecting the only Earthand home that we know,”

rtant
reos.,

said."In this collective fight, we are not soldiers; we are stewards.
There will be no weawm to usq, only behaviors and practices to

improyeu
pon. snatural wealth, resaurces

Marcos the rtance of utilizing and develop-

ing the cotntry's na wealth and resources.

He expressed opthusm that the forum would yield “fruitful

discussions that will harmonize the DENR's policy agenda.

This, as he acknowledged the need todiscuss measuresto protect,
copserveand manage theenvironment, given the country’s vulner-

and
ability to the effects of climate change. PNA

DATE
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* This time, on top of that,
"~ this bond market outing faces

aggressively increased inter-
est rates. The US Federal Re-

serve alone has, since March,

MUWES i raised their key rate by a total
4 - of 3 percentage points.

Philippine officials declined
FIRST FOREIGN o
est bond offerings, but provid-
. ed the initial price guidance.
BORROWING i
Ll \ . T

The Marcos administration

is debuting in the foreign

debt market throﬁ@ fer-
mgs of at least $500 mﬁmﬁ,l -~
in five-, 10.5- and 25- yekr us
dollar bonds.

The offerings consist of
senior unsecured, fixed rate
bonds registered with the
Umred States Securities and

change Commission.
| Respecﬂvely. the bonds

will mature in October 2027,

April 2033 and October 2047.

The offering is tagged at a

“benchmark size” for a dollar

bond, meaning at least $500

million. i

Proceeds from all thre-e,r
bonds are intended for “gen-
eral budget financing.” Ad-
ditionally, funds from the:
25-year bonds are also meant
to finance or refinance as-
sets based on the national
government's sustainable fi-
nance framework.

The last one is the Phil-
lppme s maiden sovereign

“green bond,” issued follow-

ing the launch of the Phil-
ippine Sustainable Finance
Roadmap. This laid out an ac-
‘Hon plan to mobilize financ-

. Ing for climate action initia-
tives, facilitate investments
in climate-resilient public

" infrastructure, and develop
projects that promote sus-
tainable development in the '
country.

This latest lineup repeats .
that of the bond market sor-
tie last March, from which
the government raised a total
of $2.25 billion—$500 million
from five years, $750 million
from 10.5 years, and $1 billion
from the green bond.

The government forayed
nito the overseas commercial
2ond market barely a month
iafter the Russian invasion of
!Jkraine wrought uncertain-

~ ties on the global economy.
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Marcos:| Private help needed to ‘green’ economy

PRESIDENT Ferdinand R. Marcos, Jr. called
on the pﬁvaté sector to help in the “greening”

of the economy, calling the building of resil-

iency to c]imate change a top administration
priority.

- Government agencies, mﬂmmeq

non-government organizations, and the aca-
demic community must work together “to
steer our practices and systems towards a
greener direction,” Mr. Marcos said at a forum
organized by the Department of Environment
and Natural Resources (DENR).

“I have always believed that there is no

_ share enges,boelstercooperauon ang
gs&hersnformthandpnoﬁnesforpomible '

~inclusion in the DENR’s policy agenda and

to be included in the multi-year roadma» for
programs, activities and projects,” he added.
Participants at the DENR-hosted event are
expected to provide their mput on c}nnau and
disaster resilience policy. 110
“We ensure that the init!nﬁmwe-will take
will enable us to become smarter, more re-
sponsible, more sustainable in all that we do,”
Mr. Marcos said. ]
ﬂ!e United Nations General Assembly
th, Mr. Marcos urged that deve cped
s provide financing to poorer cournitries
ress the "hlstor@l lp.]umy’ ofc!xmabe

Atienza
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Sierra Madre: Our
protective shield

7\ NE of the most visible consequences of glbal walihing i an
‘ increase in the intensity and frequency of extreme weather

N/ events. The'Phil;Ej;ine_s recently suffered the wrath of Su-
pertyphoon Karding, by far the strongest storm that hit the country
this year. The super typhoon killed a dozen people, affected 245,063
famili mdmmﬂ;lt P3 billion worth of crops. .

In a recent BUSINESSMIRROR article—Allowing nature to help us—Dr.
Theresa Mundita S. Lim, the Executive Director at the Asean Centre for Fio-
diversity, said climate change may have something to do with the extreme
weather conditions we are experiencing now, but we cannot wait for anot 1er
disaster to remind us how much benefit we can derive from nature. For -he
Philippines, she said the most cost-effective solution mayjust beright in front
of us—the rich biological diversity that our region has been blessed with to
help us weather the storm. :
~ "“The Sierra Madre mountain acts as a resilience backbone that weak:ns
the impact of disturbances from the East. The range, which covers the Que-
zon province all the way up to Cagayan, is strategically located as a breake: of
strong winds originating from the Pacific. Together with the diverse ecosys-
tems found.inside it, the range absorbs large amounts of rainfall, thanks to
the diversity of ecosystems found in the area,” she said.

Lim said these ecosystems are just some of the nature-based soluticns
that shield us from devastating hazards. Thus, our response should al-
ways integrate the protection of remaining natural ecosystems and the
restoration of degraded ones. Not only are they useful as natural bar-
riers in times of disaster, but they can also be sources of food and first
aid when assistance is not immediately available because accessibility
has been affected.

The chairman of the House Committee on Natural Resources showed he
has the same mindset when he filed House Resolution 430 seeking a congras-
sionalprobeinto thereported degradation of the Sierra Madre mountain rar ge
and to look for ways to protect it. Cavite Rep. Elpidio Barzaga Jr. said there is
a need to conduct an investigation, in aid of legislation, on the alleged deg-
radation of Sierra Madre mountains “and how we shall protect our ‘Mothier
Mountain Range’ to prevent the occurrence of floods in various places in the
Philippines.” (Read, “House resolution seeks probe into ‘degradation’ of
Sierra Madre,” in the BUSINESSMIRROR, September 29, 2022).

The resolution cited Article 2, Section 16 of the Constitution, which pro-
vides that the state shall “protect and advance the right of the people to a
balanced and healthful ecology in accord with the rhythm and harmony of

”
_nature. T .
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. The Sierra Madre mountains, called the “backbone of Luzon,” is thelongest
mountain range in the Philippines that has a total land area of 2.8 milli
 hectares, which spans from Cagayan province in the north to Quezon prov-
ince in the south. It surrounds the 10 provinces of Cagayan, Isabela, Nueva
Vizcaya, Quirino, Aurora, Nueva Ecija, Bulacan, Rizal, Laguna and Quezon.
The resolution said the “Mother Mountain Range plays an important role
by acting as a natural shield against typhoons and floods coming from the
Pacific Ocean. Its watershed supports the water system of Central Luzon, Ca-
gayan Valley and Metro Manila.” : e %
~ Unfortunately, one of the reasons for the more destructive effects of re-
cent typhoons is the denudation of the Sierra Madre. Illegal logging has led
to soil erosion and increased flooding in the low-lying areas near the moun-

tain range. Persistent deforestation, mining, and improper land use also led
to the Sierra Madre’s weakened capability to buffer mainland Luzon from
inco_ming { i Gy : ] + . | . i § 4 ,
Catastrophiceventslikethedestructionwroughtby Supertyphoon Karding

are imminent reminders for everyone to look at the big picture: That there'sa
need for a “whole of nation” approach to protect the Sierra Madre mountains
from further degradation. A fully regenerated Mother MountainRange has .
the powet to protect us from natural calamity. Let's not destroy our natural
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THE Bongsanglay Natural Park (BNP)
in Masbate is now open to the public for
day tours and overnight stays, according
to Ana Bartolay, BNP Protected Area su-
perintendent.

Located in the island of Ticao in Mas-
bate. the Park has mangrove forests,
which were declared a protected area un-
der the category of Natural Park in 2000
and was subsequently legislated by Con-
gress 18 years later. -

' is composed of coastal and
marine ecosystems, where 244 hectares
host the mangroves and beach forests, while
the remaining 275 hectares are a seascape

Masbate oens 500-hectare natur

MASBATE’S NATURAL PARK. Masbate formally opens to the oublicils

pristine marine ecosystem and honie to cor-
al reefs. The park nurtures one of the coun-
try’s remaining centuries-old 34 miangrove
forests,havingﬁledisﬁnctionofheingﬂ:se
only primary growth mangrove forest inthe

The Philippines is blessed wih abun-
dant forests dotting the archi-
pelago, most of which are declare ¢ protect-
ed areas — like Bongsanglay. “Jv.angrove

forests, aside from enhancing ta2 beauty -

of the place, assures continued supply of
food and livelihood opportunitic: to local
communities — and, yes, clean i, Barto-
lay said.

500-hectare Bongsanglay Natural Park on Ticao Island, half of which is domina‘ed by
mangroves where visitors can leisurely take a stroll on footbridges.
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From Page 1
opped the list of the 10
“Top Islands in Asia” in the same
award by Condé Nast Traveler with
.ascoreof95.13.

The list also included Palawan,
R

it e e bl e
itwas thri y the country’s win
mg'le Condé Na 5Tra\reler%ar&s.

ﬁavﬂpéﬁt m this new era of

-pandemic, our focus is to,

@ philstarcom ([ philstarsubscribe.com @ () @ @ PhilippineSTAR
NOL XXXVII NO. 70 - THURSDAY, OCTOBER 6, 2022 - 3 SECTIONS, 26 PAGES P25 MM
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* continue buildi
. travel to the country
- Improvement in ease of access, priori-

Phl wins Cc'| dé Nast ™
tourism awards

B7 GHIO ONG
the "Top Countries in the World"”
at the Condé Nast Traveler 2022
Readers’ Choice Awards with a
. top countries for tourism by a score of 86.66. Portugal topped
Western travel publication. the list with 91.22.

The country placed 3(th in  Themagazine ranked a total of
& 48 countries "matching what we
were hearing anecdotally (and
seeing on Instagram) about where
travelers have been choosing to

go,” it wrote on its website,
Turn to Page 2 .

NE :
" The Philippines, along with

some of its famous tourist
was hailed as one of the world's

ding confidence towarc
by ensuring
tizing tourist safety and convenience
and encouraging sustainable tourisra
practices,” Tourism Secretary Chris-
tina Garcia Frasco said in a statement
- yesterday. ‘
She also assured local and foreign
tourists that their health and well-
being will remain the government/s:
top priority as it relaxed its policy-or.
rs ang.

- the use o face mask ou

“recalibrated” its health and safefs |
protocols against COVID-19, = '
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US awards 4 Palawan marine prote*cted areas

The United States government, through  awards to four of Palawan’s best
the US Agency for International Develop-  protected areas (MPA).
ment (USAID r.;g' has recognized and g:anted At the second annual P llawan

summit held in Puerto Pmmasa City on

Sept. 20, the Siete Pecados Marine Park wa

named best-managed MPA while the San ..
.. Jose MPA gmmhed best i

The Bali Bulalagc 3
were reco it cgmmum
~ aged and best loc alljrmanaged an{'
__respectively. ]

The Calamianes MPA network, an inter-
local govetrnment | unit alliance of, Busuan-

‘ga, Coron, Culion and' received
:_a._spmg%w R PMPai‘a;n, g
o S ili mgs uty mis

| director Re F _haig a?:d Palszll?vnan

Gov. Victormo ‘Socrates presented
the Palawan MPAs Empowered through.
Awards and Recognition to Enrich Marine
. Life or PEARL awards to the four USAID-
. supported MPAs located in Coron, Cala-
_mian Islands. ,
The US government through the US
I Embassy sqzd MPA& help protect the Philip-
}J]Il rted and unregu-
ted fishing t'hat eendanger the livelihood
and well-bemg of coastal communities.
“Since 2018, USAID Fish Right has sup-
. ported local governments and communi-
ties in the Calamian. axdnpelago to address
«biodiversity threats, improve marine ,
ecosystem governance, advance sustain-
able fisheries management and increase, -
fish biomass,” Eubanks said. .
. =Michael Pumngbay

MPA
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TRUE to its reputation, Boracay again 10 islands in Asia among the magazmes “We are extremely grateful for these “As we usher|in this new era of travel
emerged as the top island in Asia in the readers. international awards for the Philippines posi-pandemic, our focus is to continue
2022 Readers’ Chaice Awards of thetravel ~ Moreover, the Philippines ranked 30th  based on the opinion and experience of  build ng confidence toward travel o the
magazine Condé Nast Traveler. among Condé Nast Traveler readers’' top  travelers from all over the world,” Tourism coun:ry by ensuring improvement in

Palawan ranked eighth amcng thetop 48 countries. Secretary Christina Garcia-Frasco said. | »AwardsA2

T,

.m WAR - . . . : : i il
. B L — - one with all our tourism stake-
mcay holders, from the local govern-

ment units, private sector partners, |
ease of access, pnonﬁzmg tour-.  and our fellowmen in celebrating '
ist safely and convenience, and these victories for the Philippines
encouraging sustainable tourism  from Condé Nast Traveler, ” she
practices,” she added. said.  REINA C. TOLENTINO
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Boracay, Palawan named top tourist

Premiere travel magazine
Condé Nast Traveler has
hailed the country’s top tourist
destination, Boracay Island,
the Top Island in Asia, in the
magazine’s 36th edition of
Traveler Readers’ Choice Awards.

Besides Boracay, Palawan
was also cited by Condé
Nast, ranking 8th, while the
Philippines was also awarded
one of the Top Countries for
tourism in the world ranking
30th. _

“We are extremely grateful

for these international awards
for the Philippines based on
the opinion and experience
of travelers from all over
the world. As we usher in
this new era of travel post-
pandemic, our focus is to
continue building confidence
towards travel to the country
by ensuring improvement in
ease of access, prioritizing
tourist safety and convenience,
and encouraging sustainable
tourism practices,” Tourism

‘Secretary Christina Garcia

Frasco said, reacting to the
recent citation.

Frasco added that recognitions
such as that of Condé Nast,
affirm the DoT"s efforts to herald
not only the country’s natural
wonders but also its readiness
to become the preferred tourist
destination in Asia.

“The Department is
one with all our tourism
stakeholders, from the local
government units, private
sector partners, and our
fellowmen in celebrating these

tinations
victories for the Philippines
from Condé Nast Traveler.
“We are confident that
the a¢claim for our flagship
destinations will help
more international
for our country. With
President Ferdinand Marcos,

tourism opportunities
ide, the development
omotion of our other
ing destinations-will
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Boracay bags top island in Asia
award; Palawan ranked 8th

By JUN MARCOS TADIOS

The island of Boracay was awarded
as Asia's top island in the recent Conde
Naste Traveler (CNT) Readers’ Choice
Award, the Department of Tourism
(DOT) announced on Wednesday, Oct. 5.

Tourism Secretary Christina Garcia
Frasco said this was a pivotal back-to-
back win in the 2022 CNT award.

Aside from Boracay, the DOT said
Palawan claimed the eighth spot.

Meanwhile, the Philippines is ranked
30th as the top tourist destinations.

“We are extremely grateful for these
international awards for the Philippines
based on the opinion and experience
of travelers from all over the world.
As we usher in this new era of travel
post-pandemic, our focus is to continue
building confidence towards travel to
the country by ensuring improvement
in ease of access, prioritizing tourist
safety and convenience, and encour-
aging sustainable tourism practices,”
said Frasco.

She added that the recognition given
to Philippine tourism is a manifestation
that the nation indeed is opening doors
to a wider spectacle,

“Recognitions such as these af-

firm our efforts to herald not only our
country’s natural wonders but alio our
readiness to become the premier tourist
destination in Asia. The Department is
one with all our tourism stakeholilers,
from the local government units, pri-
vate sector partners, and our fellowmen
in celebrating these victories for the
Philippines from Condé Nast Traveler,”
Frasco said,

“We are confident that the acz aim
for our flagship destinations will 1elp
garner more international interesi for
our country. With President Ferdinand
Marcos, Jr.'s thrust to expand and
equalize tourism opportunities nalion-
wide, the development and promn:ion
of our other emerging destinations will
follow soon,” she added.

Palawan, which garnered an ££.99
rating, is an equally heralded island
destination in the CNT Asia list along
with Indonesia, Thailand, Malaysia,
Vietnam, Sri Lanka, and Japan,

The CNT Readers’ Choice Awards
also recognized top resorts in Asia
awards, including the Shangri- La
Boracay Resort (fifth); El Nido Resort
in Pangulasian Island (eighth), énd
Shangri-La's Mactan Resort and Sy« in
Cebu at 20th spot.
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Clalm for damages not allowed
- inWrit of Kallkasan

¥ 4

Dear PAO, '-'-"” 0

I am a condominium unit
-owner. Last month, wedf%- 7l
- covered that a petroleum
_pipeline that runs at the
‘The incident forced us to

abanden our units, and to

lease units in the neighbor-

.ing area to temporarily billet ourselves, whﬂe

repair and restoration were undertaken. To

prevent the incident from happening in the
future, we (residents) filed a petition in court
. for the issuance of a Writ of Kalikasan. May

.we include in said petition our claims for
, damages?

: Mark

'Dear Mark,
Wirit of Kalikasan is a remedy available to a natu-
ral or judicial persons, entity auﬂlonzed by law,

'people’s organization, n organi-

“zations, or any public interest groups accredited -

‘by or registered with any government agency, on
“behalf of persons whose constitutional right to
“a balanced and healthful ecology is violated, or
! threatened with violation by an unlawful act or
<omission of a public official or employee, or
. private individual or entity, involving environ-

mental damage of such magnitude as to preju-

dice the life, health or property of inhabitants in
.two or more cities or provinces. (Rule 7, Section
+ 1, Rules of Procedure for Environmental Cases,
(AM 09-6-8-5C).
. Its main aim is to direct those responsible to
. cease and desist from committing acts or neglect-
.ing the performance of a duty in violation of
.environmental laws resulting in environmental
“destruction or damage; to protect, preserve,

rehabilitate or restore the environment; and to

_monitor strict compliance with the decision and
“orders of the court, among others. (Sec. 15, Rule
"7, Id.) However, Section 15 (e), Rule 7 of the
_same Rule specifically provides that:
"Section 15. Judgment - Within sixty (60)
“days from the time the petition is submitted
for decision, the court shall render judgment
gmmng or denying the privilege of the writ of
" kalikasan.
“The reliefs that may be granted under the writ
are the following: x x x
" “(e) Such other reliefs which relate to the right
ofthe people to a balanced and healthful ecology
orto the protection, preservation, rehabilitation

or restoration of the environ-
ment, except the award of dam-
ages to individual petitioners.”

In a decision involving simi-
lar facts, the Suprem Court, in
the case of West Touter Condo-
minium Corp. v. Firit Philippine
Industrial Corp. (CE. 194239,
June 16, 2015), penned by
Associate Justice Presbitero Velasco Jr., had
the occasion to explain the aforesiid provi-
sions, thus:

“The Court will refrain from ruling on the
finding of the CA that the individua directors
and officers of FPIC and FPC are not liable due
to the explicit rule in the Rules of Procedure
for Environmental cases that in a petition
for a writ of kalikasan, the Couw't cannot
grant the award of damages to individual
petitioners under Rule 7, Sec. 15 (e) of the
Rules of Procedure for Environmental Cases.
As duly noted by the CA, the civil case and
criminal complaint filed by petitioniers against
respondents are the proper procezdings to
ventilate and determine the individ sal liabil-
ity of respondents, if any, on their exercise
of corporate powers and the man:gement of
FPIC relative to the dire envirorime al impact
of the dumping of petroleum proclicts stem-
ming from the leak in the WOPL in Barangay
Bangkal, Makati City.

“Hence, the Court will into rule on the alleged
liability on the part of the FPIC and ECC officials
which can, however, be properly resolved in the
civil and criminal cases now pending against
them.” (Emphasis supplied).

Based on the foregoing, it is clear that, in a
petition for the issuance of a Writ of I{alikasan,
you cannot include claims for damagz2s in your
prayer/s. Otherwise, the same will not e granted
by the court. However, you are not leit without

_resort. You may still file separate crirainal and

civil complaints arising from the same incident
to hold those persons liable to pay fcr damages,
if warranted.

We hope that we were able to answer your
queries. This advice is based solely cr. the facts
you have narrated and our appreciation of the
same. Our opinion may vary when other facts
are changed or elaborated.

Editor's note: Dear PAO is a daily column of the
Public Attorney’s Office. Questions for Chief Acosta

may be sent to dearpao@manilatimes. net
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LONDON—The share of nu-
clear power in global gross
electricity generation fell be-
low 10 percent last year to the
lowest in around four decades,
an industry report showed on
Wednesday.

Nuclear energy generated
2,653 terawatt hours of electric-
ity last year, accounting for 9.8
percent of global generation—
the lowest since the 1980s, the
annual World Nuclear Industry
Stai;ns Report showed.

- Proponents of nuclear say
as a low-carbon power source it
could be vital in helping coun-
tries meet climate targets, but
several plants around the world
are coming to the end of their

life expectancies and many new

ones have faced delays.
The most nuclear power in
the world is generated in the

United States, followed by China.
As of mid-2022, 411 reactors

were operating in 33 countries,

four less than a year earlier and

27 below a 2002 peak of 438.
“The slow pace of new proj-

ects coming on stream has

meant the average age of reac-
\tors is around 31 years old. (1

Qut of 53 reactors under con-

struction currently, at least half

of the projects are d Five
new units became operational
in the first half of this year, while

‘eight closed last year.

Losing to renewables

Global investment in new
nuclear construction projects
last year was around $24 billion,
accounting for 6.5 percent of to-
tal investment of $366 billion in

‘nonhydro renewables projects.

Nuclear power is also losing
ground to renewables in terms
of cost as reactors are increas-
ingly seen as less economiﬁal

and slower to build.

The levelized cost of ener-
gy—which compares the total
lifetime cost of building and
running a plant to lifetime out-

.put-——feﬂ to $36 per megawatt

hour (MWh) last year for solar
photovoltaic from $359/MWh
in 2009, while the cost for wind

fell to $38/MWh from $135/

MWnh, the report showed.
However, nuclear power
costs rose by 36 percent last
year to $167/MWh from $123/
MWhin2009. —reuTers
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Countries must push

innovation - FAO

TO ensure the sustaiﬁ-
ability of the global forest

'sector, countries will need

to push innovation and '
investments, as well as
policy coherence, the Food
and Agricultu_r’gg 2,
tion (FAO) of th %
Nations said. - . 131

In its latest lnduagrygd-
port, FAO said the Q\rlla,ll
consumption of primary
processed wood products
is expected to grow 37
percent by 2050 in a busi-
ness-as-usual scenario.

Jointly produced by FAO,
the International Tropical
Timber Organization and
the consultancy Unique
land use GmbH, the report
was launched during the
26th Session of the Coam-
mittee on Forestry, and -
is relevant to Sustainable.
Development Goals 12 and
15. It combines the results
of a long-term outlook for .
the forest sector to 2050), ,
with an assessment of
wood demand in a sustain-
able economic environ-
ment,

Based on the “Global
forest sector outlook 2050:
Assessing future demand
and sources of timber for a
sustainable economy,” the
consumption of primary
processed wood products
is expected to reach 3.1
billion cubic meters of
roundwood equl\ralents —
a measure of logs used in
the making of wood-baséd
products — by 2050.

FAO said the increase in
consumption will be at
least 8 percent higher in
a bioeconomy scenario
when two modern wood
products are considered
substituting nonrenew-
able materials. In a sce-
nario of a more acceler-
ated transition to the
bioeconomy with a stron-
ger participation of these
two products, the rise in
consumption of primary
wood products could reach
23 percent more than in the
business-as-usual scenario.

The report described:
wood as renewable, re-
cyclable, climate friendly
and ver==tile, which is

increasingly being used
to replace nonrenewable

.materials. It s a critical

material to the efforts to
address the global threats
to climate, biodiversity
and.environment caused
?’yy”tﬂa}xcesslve use of
npnrenewahla materials.

"Mass timber and engi-
neered wood products in
construction, man-macde
cellulose fiber for textile
production, and more
modern forms of wood for
energy are the most prom-
inent wood products for
large-scale substitution of
nonrenewable materials.

“The forest sector is
critical for resilient and
sustainable economies.
Ensuring the sustainability
of the forest sector will
réquirejrrn_ov_atl‘hn and in-
vestments, but also policy
coherence,” said Ewald
Rametstainer, deputy
director of FAO's Forestry
Djvision.

To keep up with the
‘growing demand, the
réport nofed the need
to intrease productivity
through sustainable forest
management in existing
forests, and encourag-
ing wood production as
part of land restoration
programs and projects.

If naturally regenerated
forest production remains
stable, the planting of at
least 33 million hectares of
néwforests will be need-
ed, it added.

As for investments to
maintain and expand
industrial roundwood
production, there is a need
for around $40 billion per
annum by 2050. Another
$25 billion per annum in-
vestment in modernization
and in establishing indus-
tries may also be required,
according to the global
forest sector outlook 2050.

Moreover, the report
said that up to 1 million
new jobs, many of them
in developing countries,
could be created by grow-
ing the market for wood as
a replacement for nonre-
newable materials.

EIREENE JAIREE GOMEZ
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Bditorial
DoJ rulmg on‘green energy
a potenttal boon for PH

E ruling released: car[xer this week by the b’eparumt

I of Justice (DoJ) that ‘green energy” ¢an be 100-percent
foreign-owned both surprised and cl:teemi renewable
energy (RE) advocates and economy-watchers, and we certainly

~ agree that it was a most welcome decision. The objective of the
Depamnent of Energy (DoE) and the rest of the government
should now be to quickly develop policies to take advantage
 of the potential investment boom the ruling should encourage,
To clarify, what the Do) was considering was whether or not there

is a constitutional obstacle to ownership of RE resources, orinother
words, whether the 60-40 ownership rule in Section 2, Article XII
of the Constitution applies as it does for other resources such as

minerals or oil and gas. The DoJ ruling, which was actually signed by

Justice Secretary Jesus Crispin
Remulla on September 29,
determined that it does not.

e |
_ The Philippines

It said, “the constitutional i
foreign ownership restriction repr ese_n_ts s
on the exploration, develop- tantalizing .
ment and utilization of natural ' "
resources only covers things L'_'?“'ket'fq “f'?erg?' %
that are susceptible tgl;gp&(: investment, first .
priation, thus exclu e
sun, themndandtheocean. . becausendearb{
Put another way, 1o oﬁe can hGS agr eat deal Of

actually “own sumhme,mnv

ing alr. .01 moving water in unmetc{emand fOf g ¢
ocean currents, so these dgm ~ energy, and second,
repmmlﬁmtere&oum e b
country in the same way “ﬁ . Q‘ECGUSE ﬂ' " 'd.ea”y..
eral o]_ruplemm depoal_ﬂw i situated to harness.

In wi 4 aa] 2 -

did pint out that yciop solar, wind and

is an exception, as it relieson _ 0CeAnN resources.
the country's water resources. “
Even though these may not be y "
mnemuablymedbyahyrkndﬂncﬁuhg; it still diverts the water
from other potential uses, and so remains covered under the 60-40 rule.
The DoJ also pointed out that the raling by itself does not changv
existing laws and regulations. Before more foreign investm
_renewables are allowed, the lmplemenung Rules. and Regulatic
(IRR) of the Renewable Energy Act of 2008 (Republic Act 95
must be amended to conform with the opinion, it said.

4

Ambitious goals

'[hatlsalrea&yunderway acmrdmlc Enernggma:yRaphael
Lotilla, as the DoE has set ambitious gcals of increasing the share
of RE in the prhppmes energy mix to 35 percent by 2030 and 50
 percent by 2040. 'Iheneoblacnveshayetummeabndaummg as the
annﬁryhasamlallymmedmtheqﬂwrd:recnonmmcﬂn)em from
a high of about 36 percent in 2006, R now makes up only about
21 percent of the energy mix. With the exception of hydropower —
which is not covered under the recent DoJ ruling — individual RE
projects are generally smaller in scale tin individual projecis using
conventional sources of energy such a: :0al or natural gas. Thus, in
nrder to amxmulale the RE capacity nec2ssary to achieve the targets,
: - to-att .;___%;uiﬁxﬁmym
tch however. As the head of the

( and*willbefurjomﬁﬂxé‘ta :mnegven .__‘ :

ing cli hanj r's point of view; the
firstbecause it clearly hasa
greatde emb mﬁsemnd.bemscumdea]ly
8 mhamtssaolm:mndﬂﬂmn sotirces. Itis very likely that
’Mareakmdyalagnmbubfmhm who are simply waiting for

~ the “green light," which mhem:inﬂonassogaasme needed
mwmssza relevan ! ‘egulations are completed.
DoJ's ruling gummmc percent foreign ownership
.pm t}t! Bﬁﬁ"sl? @m‘]@ promote. pml ventures and. |
in the RE sectos a&imﬂ. asthedecision allows
benefit of foreign
not the estr !ti f, but the potential for
maﬂdmmhﬁm if the Philippines is
- a gooc mmform,' nmrn*ﬂmwhﬁmslmuld not also
-ﬁdenhmtqmtandmnufam:ng.
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' BARANGAY captains and kagawads of Guiuan, Eastern Samar, direct 8
tht!]r questions about mlnmg to experts at the mine sites

thatwrllheipusexﬁmn to other PAMB
bers how mining will be done in*
'landwhtwe have witnessed
_*E‘MC M HMC gave us confidence to
ve owr ull support to HIVIC-MNE" says
wan {r!.aptahlbeol.acanqofb rangay 6,
si n fort h-?gtl:q:)

Ret ion environment
enhan:;ment also gathered multiple
quesdm|sa§1&theshewmspofii MC'smine

' fmm the 30 cuaaw bazangays of
i / Gmuaa, Eastern Sama::, mduding

G el % Most of them héve ‘not seen an
- active mine before and theu questxons
. focused on the impact of minir to the

naga ' its. environment. eco-tourism sites where cuests enjoyed
ations, and to Sungao del Nom. One partlcular feature of the mines tea from aeﬂasgmvdngat the mined-out
€ I-MCapemms,ﬁarabackmback.  that impressed them was the technology mpnmdedadeq\meanner A2

chensive mine tours, : of the series of water chambers that start The barangay leaders conveyed

'saﬁs&ct' itm, some admitting they on]y
ﬁﬂlymhmtaﬂdwhatresuumr},lo mining
afterhe mine tours, debunking every
___. ) ﬂiﬁyﬂ.. they have harbored” 3]1
thmeygﬂ \

~The mine tour is part of---the in “canal curtains” surrounding the open
irements of the Protected Area mmethatwmd—upmmdesﬁﬂhgponds
agement Board (PAMB) of the plusthesﬂtboomsattheexactd:schatp
partment  of Environment = and  point before the run-offs enter the body
3 Resourcas mpreparationferthe “of water surrounding the island. Both

) - :-'_-___:CMCandHMCpro_ -l_ 1y :

le mmmg,

the protect:on of ma:cme' life and water

resources around the mine sites. ¥iaes Maﬂnut]ﬁw&smuﬂmmndmltﬁéﬁk
We speuﬁcally requested for t,lns
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Road to green economy long
water roadmap readied

PRESIDENT Marcos Jr. yesterday
reaffirmed his administration’s
commitment to building the coun-
try’s resiliency and i cli-
mate change adaptation and called
; ffx.:; more robust collaboration

all sectors in Pmmgdae
environment while pushing for the
country’s development.

we do.” oo
‘Marcos said thr. cffecmnm
of a caunt:fyﬁs ' 2

ronment a essing climate
cﬁmgezmll not Le inmmclmely

ble,mmesusmnablgmallthat .

‘The President, at the opening
of the 2022 ent of En-
vironment and N Resources

(DENR) Multi-Stakeholders Fo-
rum in Manila yesterday, said the

road towards building a green
economy will be long and tough,
and everyone must stay strong,

accept that it is a fight that must
be waged by all, and, more impor-
tantly “a battle that must be won.”

'The-?:esid-mtias's' e

l:%h;lm:lcs on peeple
lessened, if even prevented.

Tlsw President said he expects
the three-day forum to provide
the government and private part-
ners a chance to actively collabo-
rate in translating an integrated

2028 41 apasessen,

" So: ROAD > Page A2

| the growith i 1
Mesmvhile, Loyzd"a cited
the need for :n
craft ﬁiem;rfﬁf the

apex bedy to

req wh.‘lch.of the uses
should be prioritized and typi-

mdy that’s both energy and agri
SO, dog:;esm: sup

with the Dcpattment of Labor

mMetto .
The DEN'k iaesterday s:.gned '

Hon, momtonﬂ‘;

ﬁ' among -:r:hers. '

jed

|
CARTOON
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~ Marcos to
prioritize climate
change adaptahon

BY MICHELLE GUILLANG
@tribunephl_mish

Buildmg the comtta‘y’s resiliency and
improving climate change adaptation are
on top of his administration’s agenda,
President Ferdinand "Bonghong" Marcos
Jr. assured on Wednesday. ;

"As your President, I assure you
that our environment and our country's
reslhenc,y and adaptation to the new
normals of climate change are on top
of the national agenda," Marcos said.

He made the assurance durmg the
opening of the 2022 Department of
Environment and Natural Resources
Multi-Stakeholders Forum in Manila,
where he also called for a more
robust collaboration to protect the
environment.

"We ensure that the initiatives we
will take will ‘enable us to become
smarter, more responsible; more
sustainable in all that we do,” he said.

For the President, the road ahead
will be long and tough, and everyone
must stay strong and accept that it's
a fight that must be waged by all, and,

- more importantly — a battle that- must
be won. .. |

"In this eolective fight, we are not
soldiers; we are stewards. There will be
no weapons to use; only behaviors and
practices to improve upon," he said.

He noted that victory will not
come by defeating a visible enemy
but will come at certain moments
when averting a global crisis becomes
imminent.

Marcos said triamph is|at hand

when there is clean air to , safe
water to drink, and 121ds and pceans to
harness for the ben='it of all Filipinos

and for all humanity.

The President is opti
the three-day forur to bring about
substantial outcomes that will focus
on enriching not c¢rly the pountry's
natural resources bu; a.lso its national
wealth.

He hopes the gathering will become

~an opportunity for the government

and private partaers.to |actively
collaborate in translaing an i

sustain the growth o the se

"So let us join our effo
certain we will pass ¢n to our children
a country and a wold that|are in a
much better state than they came
upon," he said.

"We are only custodians of this
beautiful planet tha: we live on. Let
us take that responsibility seriously for
many generations thet will still follow,”
he added. ‘

He also expressed elation over the
participation of the "big movers and
shakers" from the private r, NGOs,

"academe, and diffarent dountries

around the world who have already
offered assistance n the Country's
battle against the effects of changing
climate.

The President s cousin House
Speaker Martin Romualdez, Labor
Secretary Bienvenido Laguesma,
Senator Cynthia Vilar, and members
of the diplomatic ccrps were also in
attendance.
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“natin noong 2020.

i nmmm m
-dagdagan ng tinatayang limang
kilogram ng solid wasﬁeweaﬁ-
ta, kada taon,

Kaya nga raw ang mga Ger-
man companies na 2G Energy
AG, BOMAG GmbH CUTMET-
“ALL plys Carbide Germany
GmbH, EUWELLE Environmental
Technology GmbH at Vecoplan
 AG, ay nagkaisa sa pagsasabi
' rrahng pagsasala ng mga basura
0 waste reduction, na garnitmg
" reformed waste retmﬁng at ppl-
mwncbm&lsymawa ta-
hagi para makatulong
hmg&sa’aﬁstamabbmﬁomy

Ikinatutuwa rin ito mismo ng
Executive Director ng German-
Philippines Chamber of Com-
merce and Industry na si Christo-
. ‘hﬂala pher Zimmer, dahil sa ginugol na

man companies para lamang

maaari pa nﬁangmagmg ka-par-
ner, kung paano magiging pera
pa ang mga basura.

Sa aking palagay magbibi-

gay pa ito ng malaking puwang

para tumibay ang 'bilateral busi-

ness relations' sa pagitan ng Pili-

pinas at ng Germany. :
Sa nakalap kong pahayag ni

Philippine Alliance for Recycling -

and Material Sustainability found-

ing president at commissioner na _
si Crispiano Lao, 4461Dtonelada i

.mag)umam\atmangk&n i
‘nilang mga kaalaman sa mga




