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D~NRawards 6221a
ti es in Cagayan al e

BY LEANDER C. DOMINGO

BAYOMBONGf Nueva Vizcaya: More
than 600 land titles were awarded to
beneficiaries under the Handog Titulo

program of the Department of Environment
and Natural Resources (DENR).

DENR Region 2 Executive Di-
rector Gwendolyn Bambalan said
this was the result of the" Mala-
wakang HandogTitulo Program"
in the Cagayan Valley region that
was launched in June this year.

Bambalan explained that the
Handog Titulo program of the
DENR aims to expedite the pro-
cessing and issuance of public
land patents to qualified indi-
viduals.

"It seeks to achieve security
of tenure for poverty alleviation
and economic development,"
she added.

According to the DENR 622
patents were distributed to ben-
eficiaries from Cagayan, Isabela,
Quirino and Nueva Vizcaya
during the recent second leg of
the program.

Bambalan noted that for the
island province of Batanes, the
awarding of land titles will be
held this October.

She said DENR in partnership
with the Registry of Deeds (RoD)

-05- 22
DATE

and the local government units
(LGUs) in the region is commit-
ted to provide land tenure secu-
rity to rightful land occupants.

OWe commit to strengthen
the DENR-LGU partnership by
providing se ured property rights
for every landowner," Bambalan
said.

She said the program has been
successful due to the strong col-
laboration with the RoD to expe-
dite the awai ding of unregistered
patents to beneficiaries with the
support of •..GUs concerned in
the region. .....-.:
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Gov't urged to protect
the Sierr adre

states, everything is connected to
everything else," it said.

Nagsama-Lamon Bay (Nagka-
kaisang Samahan ng mga Mang-
ingisda sa Lamon Bay) convenor
[hun Pascua is pushing for the
passage of proposed legislative
measures such as the Watershed
Protection Bill.

"It's vital that Congress process
the Watershed (Protection) Bill
again to continue protecting Sierra
Madre," he said.
Save Sierra Madre Network

Alliance Inc. executive director
Conrad Vargas also called for the
legislation of measures that will-
protect watershed areas including
in the mountain ranges, and the
halting of the construction of the
Kaliwa Dam. >-

He also supports the creation
of a Sierra Madre Council, like the
Palawan Council for Sustainable
Development, which was created
under Republic Act 7611 or the

Strategic Environmental Plan (SEP)
for Palawa n Act to ensure that the
province s fragile environment is
protected, conserved, utilized, and
managed effectively,
"This l.as long been pushed

through a series of consultation and
dialog with the Department of En-
vironmer:t and Natural Resources
(DENR)in Regions 1, 2, 3 and 4-A,"
he said.
Federation of Central, Luzon

Farmers' Cooperative (FCLFC)chair-
man Simecn Sioson said the Sierra
Madre raiII~ehas served as a wind
and rain breaker for farmers du . g
typhoons.
Sierra Madre is the longest

mountain range in the Phi lip-
pines. Spanning over 540 kilome-
ters and runs from the province
of Cagay: 1 down to the province
of Quezon, forming a north-south
direction on the easter portion
of Luzon.
The Sierra Madre Mountain

By DANESSA RIVERA

Agriculture and environment
stakeholders are urging the govern-
ment to enact laws that will protect
Sierra Madre and other mountain
ranges given its massive contri-
bution to food security especially
during typhoons.

Food security, advocacy group
Tugon Kabuhayan said the govern-
ment should also institutionalize
support for the protection of the
environment to ensure the country's
food security.

"While we are grateful that the
government has allotted P709 mil-
lion worth of assistance to Karding-
affected fishers and farmers, the
same level of support should also
be given to-our environment, from
ridge to reef,
This is not just to ensure protec-

tion and conservation, but food
security as well for the generations
to come. As the first law of ecology

Range has minimized the damage
due to Super Typhoon Karding not
only to crops and livestock, but
also brood stock in Central Luzon,
Bureau of Fisheries and Aquatic
Resources (BFAR)Region 3 director
Wilfredo Cruz said.
Brood stock are mature fish

used in aquaculture for breeding
purposes.
"About 17 million brood stock

would've been lost if not for Sierra
Madre. Luzon is number one in
aquaculture production, and Cen-
tral Luzon or Region 3 produces 16
percent by value," Cruz said.
Tugon Kabuhayan convenor

Norberto Chingcuanco said Sierra
Madre's impact on Karding shows
that nature is vital to ensuring a
sustainable livelihood.
"We need nature for our live-

lihood. Aquaculture depends
on clean water to survive and
thrive. It is in our best interest
to preserve the environment so

we can keep on producing fish,"
he said.
Former BFARnational directc r

and Tugon Kabuhayan conve cr
Asis Perez said the six regions a::-
fected by Karding-Cordillera At-
tonomous Region, Ilocos Region,
Cagayan Valley, Central Luzon,
Calabarzon, and BicolRegion-are
connected through the three mour-
tain ranges.
"The impact of Karding to every-

one in the agricultural community
might have been worse had it ct
been for Sierra Madre. The moun-
tains both protect us from danger
and ensure that we are able to pro-
duce food," he said.
Latest data from the Department

of Agriculture showed losses in
the sector reached P3.12 billion,
devastating 170,762 hectares of
farmlands, affecting 108,594farm-
ers and fisherfolk, and destroying
158,117metric tons in volume of
production.



~~

STRATEGIC

COMMUNICATION
AND~=i=~INITIATIVES

, SERVICE

Tribune
WITHOUT FEAR '1 WITHOUTFAVOR

~
PAGE

PAGE

0./0
~ PAGElo STORY

LOWER

000
BANNER EDITORIAL CARtoON
STORY

DATE

TITlE: -----:---::-:-===================~_===_=__::::_ _
Law on Sierra Madre
conservation, pushed

Weneed nature for our livelihood. Aquaculture
depends on clean water to survive and thrive. It is
in our best interest to preserve the environment so
we can keep on producing fish

BY MARIA ROMERO
@tribu:nephl_mbr

the mountain range to protect
the country from weather
disturbances.

The Sierra Madre and At a press conference on
its 500-kilometer vast range Monday,Central Luzon Bureau
stretching along the eastern of Fisheries and Aquatic
portion of Luzon served as Resources regional director
blanket protection from the Wilfredo Cruz pointed out that
recent wrath of super typhoon the Sierra Madre mountain
"Karding,"which devastated the range also saved 17 million
rice-producing regions. brood stock in the typhoon-hit

If it wasn't for the trees and areas.
slope of the mountain range, "About 17millionbroodstock
damage and losses from the would've been lost if not for the
typhoon could have been worse. Sierra Madre. Luzon is number

T h us, a g r i cui t u r e one in aquaculture production,
stakeholders are asking and Central Luzon, or Region 3
government authorities to produces 16 percent by value.
pass a legislation that would By volume, it's also big," Cruz
help conserve Sierra Madre told reporters.
- stressing the significalWe-of - Broodstock is mature

fish used in aquaculture for
breeding purposes.

"Karding" swept through
Luzon after intensifying from
a severe tropical storm to a
super typhoon within hours.
Withmaximum sustained winds
of 195kilometers per hour and
gustiness of 240km/h, it is one
of the strongest typhoons to
have formed and made landfall
this year.

Sustainable livelihood
Norberto Chingcuanco, vice

president for corporate planning
of Feedmix Specialist Inc. also
noted that Sierra Madre's
impact on "Karding" shows
that nature is vital to ensuring
a sustainable livelihood.

"We need nature for our
livelihood.Aquaculture depends
on clean water to survive and
thrive. It is in our best interest
to preserve the environment so
we can keep on producing fish,"
Chingcuanco said.

Lastvreek,' ReJreSentative
FidelNogralespushed for House
Hill 1972mandating the Sierra
Madre Development Authority
1;1) take overthe conservationand
management of the mountain
range.
Nogralessaidthe SMDAwould

conduct a comprehensivesurvey
0' the Sierra Madre region's
p.iysical and natural resources
lU id draft a comprehensive plan
to conserve and utilize them to
promote its social and economic
development.

Northern Sierra Madre
Natural Par is the largest
pr )tected area ofthe Philippines,
covering the northern range of
the Sierra Madre Mountains of
eastern Luzon.
The park is in the eastern

p art of the province ofIsabela .
in CagayanValleyconsisting of
a nal area of 359,486hectares,
broken down to 287,861hectares
orland area and 71,652hectares
of coastline water area.
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P1.7-M illegal lumber s ,;!izk
The seized lumber has an approximate volume of 20,748 board feet with a.r estimated
market worth of Pl,659,840

BY NONOY LA.GSON

ZAMBOANGACITY - Authorities recovered about
21,000 board feet of highly-valued sawn lumber worth
of P1.7 million left abandoned by illegal loggers in the
inner forested areas of.Barangay Nabalawag, Barira in
Maguindanao.

NavalTaskGroup-CentralcommarderCoLEricMaeaambac
said that soldiers and personnel from the Bangsamoro
Autonomous Region in Muslim Mindanao-Ministry of
Environment Natural Resources and Energy seized the
newlysawnlumber in SitioBulubudtua.

The seized lumber has an approximate volumeof20,748
board feet and aside from the sawn lumbers, they also
seized two units of chainsaws and one unit of heavyduty
bandsaws.

According to the BARMM-MElNRE,there we e no
reports ofany apprehension made d Iringthe illegallogging
operations.

Macaambac said the lumber consisted of several highly
valued forest trees, cut in different sizes and dimensions.

Marine troops from the Marir e Battalion ding
Team-5 under the 1st Marine Brigade together with
policemen of Barira Municipal Police Station and
personnel ofBARMM-Ministryof Public Order and Safety
carried out the operations, which was in response to
information that there is a rampan t cutting offorest trees
in Sitio Bulubudtua.

Authorities inunediately formerl a team to co let a
law enforcement operation in the, i1lage.The conf :ated
lumbers and loggingequipment W;Il; temporarily kept at
the compound of MBLT-5in Barira, ~-~---'----
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Ce6u town recla
hits a other S I
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Application to reclaim 235 hectares in Consolacion's coastal village sent b ck
to local gov't; groups opposing project say it's victory fOlr env.ronment

By Ador Vincent Mayo'
@inquirervisayas

CEBU CITY-The 235.8-hect-
are reclamation project in Con-
solacion town, Cebu, has hit
another snag.

The Environmental Man-
agement Bureau (EMB) of the
Department of Environment
and Natural Resources (DENR)
returned the municipality gov-
ernment's application for an
environmental compliance cer-
tificate (ECC),one of the require-
ments before a dump-and-fill
project could move forward.

The failure of the town to
submit additional requirements
within the prescribed period
was the main reason cited by
the DENR for returning the ap-
plication on Sept. L

The Inquirer tried to reach
Consolacion Mayor Teresa Ale-
gado, but she did not respond
to phone calls or text messages
on Tuesday. Dr. Nerito Mar-
tinez, a project consultant for
Consolacion, declined to issue
a statement when contacted by
the Inquirer through phone.

Alegado and her predeces-
sor, son [oannes, have been
pushing to reclaim 235.8 ha of
seawater, including the fore-
shore area, which the local gov-
ernment planned to transform
into an economic and tourism
hub called "Seafront City."

The project was in part-
nership with a private consor-
tium, La Consolacion Seafront
Development Corp., which was
incorporated in October 2019
with a capital investment of
PlO million, based on records
of the Securities and Exchange
Commission.

Environmentalist groups,
including Oceana Philippines,
opposed the project, citing its
"irreversible" impact on the en-
vironment as it would not only
mean destroying marine re-
sources but also leveling moun-

I

ltisheries and Aq iatic Resources
(BFAR) central office hich di-
r ected e regional director to
v rithdraw its controversial letter
of no objection (Lono)."

Notice
In March 2022, the BFAR in

Central Visayas recalled its de-
cision to issue a Lono to Con-
solacion, which would have
attested that no marine eco-
!) stem would be affected by its
proposed project.

But fishermen from Con-
solacion and those from the
eighboring cities of Mandaue

and Lapu-Lapu protested, say-
illg they had been fishing in the
wa ters off Barangay Tavud, the
proposed reclamatton site.

Allan Poquita, the BFAR re-
gicnal director, later recalled
the Lono, explain ng that the
regional office had no authori-
ty to issue the document.

Environmental lawyer Liza
0:; crio considered the actions
of :he BFAR and EMB-DENR
as "mini victories" in the fight
against the reclamation project
in :::onsolac~on.

"This really puts all local
go r~~rnments and proponents
of dump-and-fill ojects on
notice that they m st comply
with all environmental safe-
guards in o~r laws as there are
now strict accounta ility mea-
sure» in place," she id.

e: sorio, legal an polic di-
rector of Oceana I ilipp es,
said Ihe pronouncem nt or or-
mer President Rodrigo Duterte
to step processing applications
for re clamation projects in e
cour try must be follo ed by ·he
exec Jive agencies ~ssr d.

1't e Department f the ln-
terio r and Local Government
has also ordered all local gov-
ernments to seriously upl old
their critical role in p .otec ng
the ellvironmept and complying
with the safeguards provided by
exisdl !~"laws and regulations. fNQ----- .•

PROTECTING FISHING GROUND Fishermen in Consolacion,
Cebu, and their supporters hold a fluvial parade in October
2021 to oppose a reclamation project backed by the local
government, which they say will destroy their fishing grounds.
-CONTRIBUTED PHOTO

rains where rocks and soil would
be taken as filling materials.

In a Sept. 20 letter to Glo-
ria Estenzo Ramos, vice pres-
ident of Oceana Philippines,
EMB Central Visayas director
William Cufiado said the draft
environmental impact sate-
ment (EIS) for the project was
returned to the municipality.

Incomplete"
Cuiiado cited Department

Administrative Order No. 2003-
30, where the EMB would have
to return the application if the
proponent failed to submit ad-
ditional information within the
required period.

The proponent has 18months
to reapply with the additional in-
formation without having to pay
processing and other fees. Other-
wise, the matter would be treat-
ed as a new application.

The EMB said proponents
of the Consolacion reclama-
tion project had incomplete
response to the additional in-
formation requested by the
Environmental Impact Assess-
ment Review Committee during
the first meeting as well as is-
sues raised by shipyard owners,
Oceana and other groups op-
posing the project,

The local government also
did not present full documen-

ration of the public hearing,
including the attendance of
stakeholders and the general
public; information shared and
how it was disseminated to var-
ious groups; summary of issues
raised that were beyond the
mandate of the EMB; and tran-
scription and video documen-
tation of the proceedings of the
public hearing, among others.

Ramos, who represents
Oceana, the largest international
advocacy organization focused
on ocean conservation, wel-
comed the decision of EMB.

"Consolacion, led by its
mayor, should prioritize com-
plying with its mandate of en-
vironmental protection under
the Constitution, Local Gov-
ernment Code, Fisheries Code,
and other related laws and reg-
ulations, and ensure that the
strict legal/procedural require-

"ments are met through envi-
ronmental impact assessment
and inclusion of stakeholders,
including fisherfolk and coastal
communities from the initiato-
ry stage and onwards," she told
the Inquirer.

"This is a victory resulting
from the strong collaboration
among stakeholders from var-
ious sectors and communities,
including those from govern-
ment, such as the Bureau of
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-- Idamay inaprub ni Digong - PamalakaYCI

1 0 RECLAMATION PROJECT ILIGI lK
Nababahala ang grupo ng tion project, hindi bababa sa 30 pasan ang pagpa iasa ng house

mangingisdang Pambansang ang nasa Manila Bay, 19 sa Ne- bill na nagbabawal sa lahat ng
Lakas ng Kilusang Mamamal- gros Occidental, 15 sa Panay, reclamation projects sa Manila
akaya ng Pilipinas (Pamalakaya) 19 sa Cebu at Bohol, at 25 sa Bay.
sa mahigit 180 proposed recla- Eastern Visayas, ayon sa Phil- Sinabi ng Pam alakaya na ang
mation project sa bansa, kabi- ippine Reclamation Authority pagtutol nito sa raga proyekto
lang ang Manila Solar City na (PRA). ay nakabatay sa science-based,
suportado ni dating pangulong Gayunpaman, hindi lahat ng dahil maaari nitong sirain ang
Rodrigo Duterte. mga proyekto ay nagpapatuloy, kapaligiran at wasakin pangu-

Ayon sa Pamalakaya, ang dahil ang ilan ay naaprubahan, nahing kabuhayan ng maliit na
reclamation project ng pamaha- habang ang iba ay nakabinbin pangingisda.
laan na kinabibilangan ng Ma- paL" "It has been long proven by
nila Solar City Project, Manila ,/Dahil dito, nananawagan many scientists, experts, and
Waterfront City Reclamation ang Pamalakaya kay Pangu- fisherfolk that .eclarnation is
Project, Navotas City Coastal long Ferdinand Marcos Jr., at sa catastrophic tc marine and
Bay Reclamation and Develop- bagong Department of Natural aquatic ecosyste ms, On top of
ment Project at Pasay 360-hect- Resources (DENR) Secretary its environmental impacts, rec-
are Reclamation Project, ay Tony Yulo-Loyzaga na buwagin lamation entails massive dis-
maaari umanong maging banta ang PRA, na umano'y walang placement of fi:·herfolk and a
sa marine biodiversity ng bansa silbing ahensya na nagpapadali consequent threat to local fish
at sa kabuhayan ng mga mangi- sa malawakang pagkawasak ng supply," dagdag pa ng tagapag-
ngisda. kapaligiran. salita ng Pamal axaya. (D()lIy

Sa 187 panukalang reclama- Iginit din.,Eg grupo na pas- Cabreza/Carl,~ ntiago)
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Recycling is more imperative today
as trash also pollutes oceans. Plastic
recyclers are at the ilrefront of the gtobal
movementto eliminatenonbiodegradable

Turn to page AJj

PAGE

Trash trove
Frompage f

waste by converting it into useful
products. .}

A group of Dutch students
collected and used plastics
littering the sea, recycled plastic
bottles, and household garbage
to create an electric sports car,
according to Reuters.

Lisa van Etten, team leader of .
the 22 students from Technical
University of Eindhoven in The
Netherlands, said they used flax:
anq recycled PETbottles to make
the car's chassis, and unsorted
household waste for its interior.

Hard plastics from televisions,
toys, and kitchen appliances were
used for the car's body, while
coconut and horse hair made
up the seat cushions, Reuters
reported.

The car they named Luca can
run at a maximum speed of 90
kilometers per hour and range
of 220 kilometers when fully
charged, Reuters added.

At the ongoing Singapore
DesignWeek,a variety ofupcycled
products are exhibited,JI'OVingtMt
household waste has unllmited
potential as usable material.

Amongthe recycled products is
a tube lamp made from washing
machine duct. Singaporean artist
and designer David Lee created
the floor, table, and ceiling lamps
by inserting LED strips into the
flexible hoses before bending
them into unique shapes, CNN
reported.

The exhibition also features
deck umbrellas made from palm
tree bark, chairs produced from
plastic trash, and rugs made from
leftover dog hairs disposed by pet
grooming shops.

Another exhibitor, Indonesian
designer and teacher Adhi
Nugr aha, came up with a
desk speaker through a waste
reprocessingmethod she invented.~ ---- --

\

DATE

The -speak4r made from
cow dung involved washing the
manure with. water to remove
its foul smell and then mixing it
with serap plastic and wood glue

diJ
I ,

accor 1,~to CNN. The mixture is
then pl ced in a mold and dried in
low hea t until it pardens.

Aside from the co T dung
speaker, Nugraha recycled the
manure ihto lamps and stools.

WJG @trlbunephCwjg

I
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'Addressing uncertainties:
Facing the world at
breaking point'

By DR. SELVA RAMACHANDRAN

WEare living in uncertain times.
Extreme weather patterns are becoming usual oc-

currences around the world. The onslaught of recen1
typhoons like Odette and Karding that swept parts of the Phil-
ippines clearly demonstrate the worsening climate crisis, greatlv
affecting those at the fringes of society. They provide a preview
of what inaction on climate change can lead to: escalating need 5
for disaster response and recovery; increasing fiscal stress as the
government is compelled to provide humanitarian aid to disas-
ter-stricken areas; and widening gap across income groups as
low-income groups are more-often-than-not more vulnerable tp
climate-related disasters. ._________________________ 1._

Unfortunately, these extreme
events may become more frequent
and even more damaging with the
changing climate.

Headlines may scream for ur-
gent action, but implementing
change is tough. Filipinos, just like
the rest of the world, may appear
to be trapped in a whirlpool of real
problems and possible solutions,
fueled by the uncertain world we
live in. It is unsettling lives every-
where, and perhaps more so for the
Philippines--an archipelago that's
situated along both the Pacific Ty-
phoon Belt and the so-called ring
of fire.

Global development has stalled.
Until 2020, the global human de-
velopment index--a measure of
a nation's health, education, and
average income-had risen every
year since 1991 when UNDPbegan
calculating it. It fell in 2020. And
it fell again in 2021. And it fell al-
most everywhere: 90 percent of
countries saw a decline in one or
other year, 'WilJli1g~61ICfiveyears.
of progress. The Philippines is no
exception. In2021, the country slid
back to "medium" HDI category,
after years of maintaining a spot
amongst the "high" HDI group.

--- -------------

Developmenttoday, with its nsw
dimensions of uncertainty, is 11~e
focus of UNDP'sHuman Develoj)-
ment Report 2022. The report
examines the ways in which
crises are piling up to unsettle!
life, and interacting with our
changing planet, increasing pi
larization and societal transfolr-
mation. These are all moving ,ii:
unprecedented speed and sca I.!
and interacting with each other
in ways we cannot ignore. We
are navigating uncharted wat:ers
around the world.
there is clamor for climate [ustjce,
with efforts to curb emission Je-
ing contingent on climate fina 11ce,
technologies, and capacity deve I 'P"
ment, which developed count: ies
are expected to provide in accor-
dance with the Paris Agreement,

The future looks challeng ing,
but this can bereversed: Our :5I1C-

cess will depend on our abilit to
take decisive action, and to pri-
oritize policies that invest, insure,
and innovate.

-~-----------~--------------
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Development today, with its
new dimensions of uncertainty, is
the focus of UNDP's Human De-
velopment Report 2022. The re-
port examines the ways in which
crises are-piling up to unsettle life,
and interacting with our changing
planet, increasing polarization and
societal transformation. These are
all moving at unprecedented speed
and scale and interacting with each
otherin ways we cannot ignore. We
are navigating uncharted waters
around the world.

An obvious example is human-
ity's impact on planetary processes,
from rising temperature to dwin-
dling wildlife. For the first time
in history, manufactured materi-
als, such as concrete and asphalt,
outweigh the Earth's biomass.
Microplastics are everywhere: in
country-sized garbage patches in
the ocean, in protected forests and
distant mountaintops, in people's
lungs and blood. This is threaten-
ing humanity's very survival.

Aside from the planetary crisis,
we are faced with a quickly eroding
social fabric. Our societies are di-
vided all over the world. Globally,
trust in one another is at its low-
est recorded level, coming in at just
30 percent in the latest HDR 2022.
This erosion oft rust pushed people
to extreme positions, with those
feeling very insecure twice as likely
to support extremist views, which
makes it even harder for a society
to t~ke collective action. Locally,

We are not starting from z ~'0.

There is already progress to che er
from the dramatic increase in re-
newable energy capacity. With! e-
rious investment this could rap-
idly accelerate and ensure a IIIere
sustainable source of energy. As
investment ramps up, people also
need to feel safe. Alongside in-
surance for companies and coun-
tries, social protection should be
the bedrock of our societies, with
universal basic income and cash
transfers helping insulate people
from increasing shocks.

However, it is innovation t hat
will be. at the epicenter of us c n-
quering the unknowable challeru es
ahead. Artificial intelligence i!ial-
ready helping in modelling dim ~te
change impacts and in predicting
disasters. And we are only 'Just
scratching the surface.

Humanity',s only certainty is
that our future is uncertain. LO
thrive together, we must throw out
the old rulebook and recognize tile
world has changed. We trialed a
newplaybookduringthepandem c,
from cash transfers reaching OVI~;'a
billion people to saving 20 million
lives through vaccination in 201~1
alone. This shows what is possible
when we put our minds to it. It is
time to usher in a new era. Tore-
kindle hope and re-write the futut e.
To decide that this is not our end,
but the. start of a new beginnir.g,

Dr.Selva Ramadumdran is the UNDP Philippil 'es
Resident Representative

... .~ .
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intie5World at breaking point: Facing u
t iM f tsSMii.".,.iIIJ

Weare lIvinu in uncertain times.
Bxtreme weather patterns are

becoming uluill occurrencel Ilround
tho world. The onslaught ot rtlcent

Supertyphoonll like IIOd t " nc1 11K rc11ng"
th t IIwept p rtll ot the PhlUpplntlll eltllrly
demonstrate the worsening climate crisis,
gready atfectinu those at the fringes of so-
ciety. They provide a prevl '!{ of what inac-
tion on climate change can lead to: escalating
needs for disaster response and recovery;
increasing fiscal stress as the government is
compelled to provide humanitarian aid to
disaster-stricken areas; and widening gap
across income groups as low-income groups
are more-often-than-not more vulnerable to
climate-related disasters.

Headlines may scream for urgent action,
but implementing change is tough. Filipinos,
Just like the rest of the world, may appear to
be trapped in a whirlpool of real problems

nd possible solutions, fueled by the uncer-
tain world we live in. It is unsettling lives
everywhere.

Global development has stalled. Until
2020, the global human development index
(HDI)-a measure of a nation's health, edu-
cation, and average income-had risen ev-
ery year since 1991 when the United Nations
Development Programme (UNDP) began cal-
culating it. It fell in 2020. And it fell again in
2021. And it fell almost ev rywhere: 90 per-
cent of countries saw a decline in one year
Or more, wipin out five years of progress.
The Philippines is no exception. In 2021, the
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those feellnu very insecure twice as likely tl
support e, ttremlst vlewlI, which milkeillt eve I
hllrder tOI n 1I0clety to t k coil etlve Action,

The tet re lookl chill nlinl, but this C I
b r v rs~1 I, Our IUCC IIwlll d P fid on eu
blllty to tllk d etstv etten, nd to priori

tlz~ pollei ~rl that tnve t, In ure, nd Innev U
There is 1 eady progr s to cht!er from thl
dramatic Inereas in renewable energy ca
paclty. With serious Inv stment this couh
rapidly accelerate and ensure a more sustain
able source of energy. As investment ramp
up, people also need to feel safe. Alongsld:
insurance for compani s and countries, so
clal prote :tion should be the bedrock of ou
societies, with universal basic Income am
cash transfers helping In ulate p ople fron
increasln shocks,

Howe", r, it Is inno at that will be a
the eplcenrer of us conquering the unkncw
able chall mges ahead. 'Ie r only ju I
cratchlng the surface.

Humanity's only certainty i that our fu:
ture Isuncertain, To thrlv togeth r, We musl
throw out the old rule book nd recognize tht
world has changed. We tri led new play'
book duri I~the pandemic, from cash trans'
fers reach ng over a billion people to savln]
20 million ives through v ccinatl n in 202;
alone. Thii shows what is possible when WI
put our rnl rids to it. It is time to ush r in a nev
era, to rekindle hope and r writ the future,

country slld back to "medium" MOl category,
after years of maintaining a spot amongst the
"high" MOl group.

Development today, with its new dimen-
sions of uncertainty, is the focu of UNDP's
Human Development Report 2022. The r-eport
examines the ways in which crises are piling
up to unsettle life, and interacting with our
changing planet, Increasing polarization and
societal transformation. These are all moving
at unprecedented speed and scale and interact-
ing with each other in ways we cannot Ignore.

An obvious example is humanity'S impact
on planetary processes, from rising tempera-
ture to dwindling wildlife. For the fir t time
In history, manufactured materials, such as
concrete and asphalt, outweigh the Earth's
biomass. Mlcroplastics are everywhere:' in
country-sized garbage patches in the ocean,
in protected forests and distant mountain-
tops, in people's lungs and blood. This is
threatening humanity's very survival.

Aside from the planetary crisis, we are
faced with a quickly eroding social fabric.
Our societies are divided all over the world.
Globally, trust in one another Is at its lowest
recorded level, coming in at just 30 percent
in the latest HDR-2022. This erosion of trust., Dr. Selva Ramachandran' l~----,-"N-6)P-f'nI IPI

pushed people to extreme positions, with pines reslc:f(!i1fi"epre entative.
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OFFICIALS from various agencies test the new technology that will make vehicles compliant
with the country's Clean Air Act.
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High school helps reverse
eco-devastation

ti~ POPGOE'S
." THE WORLD
. JENNY'-,..'.l O~~UOSTE .

GOOD news foc the Philippine environment and
eeo-warriors everywhere!

A small public high school in Dagupan City was
named the third top finalist in the new US$250,000
(yes, that's in dollars)World's Best School Prize for
Environmental Action.

Bonuan Boquig National High School
(BBNHS) helped restore lost mangrove forests in
their area to reverse the environmental devastation
economically affecting their students who "mostly
live near fish ponds and coastal areas," the event
organizers said

The schooI's initiatives
Dagupan City has long been vulnerable to floods

because its land is only about one meter above sea
level

AfterTyphoon Pepeng in 20091eft two-thirds of
the city submergedin seawater, the city government
began dredging rivers to reverse the flood's impact,
but this caused the death of the mangroves in the
area.

The 1008 of the mangrove forests exposed rivers
to the "direct heat of the sun," damaging the eco-
system and resulting in the dying off of aquatic life,
including fish, crabs, and shellfish.

This chain of events proved devastating for the
area's economy, which relies heavily on fishing.
WIth the livelihoods of many families destroyed,
some of the students ofBBNHS had to stop study-
ing to worlcand help support their families, .

Sometime after this, the school, with over 100
volunteers, planted thousands of mangrove propa-
gules for several years along the Longos riverbanks
to provide new habitats for fish. .

The mangrove forests they tend to are now close

to complete rehabilitation and stabilization.
The school also conducted an Internalional

Coastal Oeanup in 2014 to clean the six!'!!; of
Borman Beach.

The garbage collected was further sorted into
biodegradable and non-biodegradable materials.
Recyclable materials were turned into useful i:ems
such as garden pots and decorations. In anotbe -ini-
tiative, the school planted trees to rehabilitate a ocal
dump site.

As an archipelago,
the Philippines is
extremely vulnerable
toflood damage from
typhoons and extreme
weather events because
of its location

What is the prize?
There are five World's Best School Prizes -- for

Community Collaboration, Environmental ActillIl,
Innovation,Oven:omingAdversity, and SUPPOl'ting
Healthy Lives.

Founded by T4 Education, the prize is spo!lSI)led
bylargecorporatedonors~allovertheworld It
is meant to share the best practices of schools Iiat
conduct humanitarian and environmental initialves
that benefit their comrmmity,and celebrate their ~u-
dents and teachers.

BBNHS is the oply Philippine school among IlIe
10shortlisted finalists.

They and the other finalist schools will sl'a :e
their best practices at events during Wood Edi c}-
lion Week and through School Transformat.icn
Toolkits that provide thcir step-by-step instructi lIlS
on their strategies and implementatioo methods.

Public voting ended last October 3. The winners
will be announced on October 19,2022 at World
Education Week.

A US$250,000 overall prize will be shared
amoog the five winners, each to receive US$50,000.

If BBNHS wins, they will use the money to
"build a nursery that could house around 50,000
mangrove seedlings a year and push much-need-
-ed research to improve the teclmiques and tech-
nology on mangrove propagation and preserva-
tion."

Why are mangroves important?
I can't emphasize enough the importance of the

worlcBBNHS is doing.
According to the Wood Bank, "mangrove forests

can provide real benefits in risk reduction to people
and property" because they help prevent soil erosion,
reduce the risk offlooding and erosion, and "support
livelihoods and reduce social vulnerability by pro-
viding resources such as fish"

As an archipelago, the Philippines is extremely
vulnerable to flood damage from typhoons and ex-
treme weather events because of its location,

. 'Typhoon Haiyan [Oridoy] alooe caused moce
6,000 deaths and over US $2 billion in dam-

ages," wrote the WB.
"Between 2005 to 2015,56 percent of property

damage in the Philippines was due to typhoons ,'11 d
stonns, and another 29"10 due to floods.

These impacts tmderIiewhy decision-makers a e
looking foc effective and cost-effective approac xs
for flood risk reduction."

However, mangrove forests are being depleted ":11
alarming rates," With 19 percent of all.the "w d s
mangroves lost between 1980 [and] 2005. In he
Philippines, mangrove 1008 has occurred primal il f
due to conversion of land to other uses, inclw::tin,~
aquaculture and development,"

Bonuan Boquig NHS, its students, fuculty, par-
ents, and volunteers deserve kudos for the worlcth~ I

are doing to preserve our environment
With the effects of climate change creating men:

damage as time goes on, the school is a good eK:
ample to others to ''bloom where they are planted,'
They are an inspiration.

So let us look at what surrounds us wherever 'e
happen to be, identify the problems affecting publ.ic
safety and welfare, rindcome up with solutions th~
will provide tangible effects and benefits for u:
communities.
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4 Vietnamese fishermen nabbed for cyanide fishing
Four Vietnamese fishermen were apprehended by local authorities
near Pag-asa (Thitu) Island in the West Philippine Sea for illegal
fishing using sodium cyanide, the Philippine Coast Guard (PCG)
said. The incident took place last Sept 18but they remained under
government custody as of Monday for violating the Philippine
Fisheries Code of 1998.The PCG said it also intercepted their fish-
ing vessel locally known as "sampan," a small boat equipped with a
compressor. Meanwhile, eight fishermen aboard two fishing boats
were also rescued by the PCG's BRPMalapascua (MRRV-4403)
in Recto Bank and Iroquois Reef also in the West Philippine Sea
on Sunday. The BRPMalapascua continued its patrol in Ayungin
Shoal, Sabina Shoal and other parts of the West Philippine Sea after
the successful rescue, the PCGsaid. -FRANCES MANGOSING
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DoE's rational approach
to nuclear energy

I

INTERESTin nuclear energy as a possible solution to some
of the Philippines' perennial woes with electricity supplies
that are barely adequate, unreasonably expensive and en-

vironmentally unfriendly has increased in the past two years,
thanks to the attention given to the topic by former president
Rodrigo Duterte and current President Ferdinand Marcos
Jr. Sensing the moment, the most enthusiastic advocates of
nuclear energy have redoubled their efforts to convince the
government to refurbish and open the mothballed Bataan
Nuclear Power Plant (BNPP), making their pitch at a recent
forum on nuclear power.

Putting the BNPP into operation is an idea that is at best
problematic in terms of safety and social acceptability, and
is economically unwise. However, while we are firmly against
throwing good money after bad to resurrect that historical
relic, we believe nuclear power may very well have a role in
the Philippines' energy future, and that it is worthwhile for
the country to develop the capacity to properly utilize it.
Fortunately, the Department of Energy (DoE) has the same
perspective and is following a sensible, step-by-step approach
toward creating the conditions that will allow the country to
consider nuclear options.

Some key insights into the DoE's approach were provided
by Energy Planning and Policy Bureau Ole Michael Sinocruz,
who was a featured speaker at a conference on private sec-
tor financing for energy development held last week by the
Energy Secure Philippines project under the US Agency for
International Development (USAid).

Sinocruz's presentation was a brief overview of the Philip-
pine Energy Plan (PEP) for 2022-2040, which his office is
chiefly responsible for developing and monitoring. Much of
the discussion focused on renewable energy (RE) as a key
objective of the PEP is to increase the share of RE in the Phil-
ippines' energy mix to SO percent by.2040. However, nuclear
energy does figure prominently in the plan, much more so
than in the previous PEP covering 2017-2030, and the brief
portion of his talk Sinocruz devoted to it served to establish
some realistic expectations.

First, Sinocruz described the Philippines as still being in
the first phase of three with respect to the development of
nuclear energy; the three- phases, as described by the PEP,
are "consider," "prepare" and "construct." Helped by former
president Duterte's executive order directing the government
to assess what is needed to create the necessary framework for
nuclear energy, the DoE and other stakeholders are currently
working through 16 action areas identified by the Interna-
tional Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA).

Promising solution

The implication of this is that the DoE is committed to ensur-
ing the necessary technical, leg' I and regulatory groundwork
is in place before moving on to t le next phase, which would
be actually choosing what type of nuclear ener technology
should be deployed, and for what application. This is the part
that may come as bad news to backers of the BNPP: while
not ruling anything out or co ritting the P ilippines to a
definite course of action - bee use that could not possibly
be known yet anyway - Sinocn: z disclosed that the DoE was
taking a close look at small modi lar reactor (SMR) technology
in the 50- to 300-megawatt capacity range, as this seems to
be a promising solution for stabl ,cleaner ener for off-grid
areas, such as smaller individua I islands.

This is promising news in ou r opinion because from the
information that is available abou: the technolo . certainly
does appear that it offers a usef I combination of f asibility,
safety, reliability and financial s iundness, so long s the n-
derlying administrative and regul LOry necessities properly
addressed. And, of course, the h chnology will be .ome even
more refined as time passes.

Sinocruz's comments suggestec that a considera 'e am nt
of time may pass before the Phil ippines is ready or nuc ear
power. According to the PEP, the t meframe be w .n the nd
of "Phase 1" and the eventual st: rt-up of a nuclear facility is
about 10 years. So long as the Do Econtinues to use hat ti e
wisely to make step-by-step pro tress, the result will almost
certainly be beneficial for the co untry,

--------



~~

STRATEGIC

COMMUNICATION
AND~!5i;~INITIATIVES

, SERVICE

-~. c=J~~e)laniIa~ime5 ,~,
TITlE: PAGE

World is in life-or-death struggle for survival
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UN chief
UNITED NATIONS: UN Secretary-General Antonio
Guterres warned Monday that the world is in
"a life-or-death struggle" for survival as "climate
chaos gallops ahead" and accused the world's

20 wealthiest countries of failing to do enough
to stop the planet from overheating.

The UN chief said emissions of global-warm-
ing greenhouse gases are at an all-time high

and rising, and it's time for "a quantum level
compromise" between rich developed coun-
tries that emitted most of the heat-trapping

>-SurvivalA2

j

• SURVIVAL FROM A 1

World is in life-or-death
gases and emerging economies that "COP27 is the place for all
often feel its worst effects. . countries - led by the G20 - to

Guterres spoke as government show they are in this fight, and
representatives opened a meeting in it together," Guterres said.
in Congo's capital Kinshasa to pre- "And the best way to show it is by
pareforthe major UN-led climate showing up at COPl? in Sharm
conference in the Egyptian resort el-Sheikh."
of Sharm el-Sheikh in November. Rich countries, especially the
It's a time of immense climate United States, have emitted far
impacts around the world - more than their share of heat-
from floods that put one-third of trapping carbon dioxide from the
Pakistan under water and Europe's burning of coal, oil and natural
hottest summer in 500 years to gas, data shows. Poor nations like
hurricanes and typhoons that have Pakistan and Cuba have been hurt
hammered the Philippines, Cuba far more than their share of global
and the US state of Florida. carbon emissions.

In the last few weeks, Guterres Loss and damage has been
has amped up a push for climate's talked about for years, but richer
version of asking polluters pay nations have often balked at ne-
for what they've done, usually gotiating details about paying for
called "loss and damage, II and past climate disasters, like Paki-
he said Monday that people need stan's flooding this summer.
action now. The issue is fundamental for

"Failure to act on loss and dam- the world's developing countries
age will lead to more loss of trust and Guterres is reminding rich
and more climate damage. This is nations "that they cannot try and
a moral imperative that cannot brush it under the carpet... G20
be ignored. II nations have to take responsibil-

Guterres said the COP27 meet- ity for the great need their actions
ing in Egypt "must be the place for have caused," said Mohamed
action on loss and damage." Adow of Power ift Africa, which

In unusually critical language, tries to mobilize climate action
he said commitments by the so- in Africa.
called G20 group of the world's 20 Princeton University climate
leading economies "are coming far science and international affairs
00 little, and far too late. /I professor Michael Oppenheimer

Cuterres warned that current . said in an email that if high-
pledges and policies Mareshut- income and other big emitters like
ling the door on our chances to China want the UN convention on
limit global temperature nse to 2 climate change to remain useful,
egrees Celsius, let alone meet the "theywill need to grapple seriously
.5 degree goal. II with loss and damage. /I

·We are in a life-or-death strug- Otherwise. he said. negotia-
~e or our own safety today and lions "are headed for interrni-
lur survival tomorrow" ~r'> said =lli!ble gridlock." AP
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MANILA OCEAN PARK. Visitors look at various sea creatures at the Manila
Ocean Park Oceanarium in Manila City on Tuesday. (Inset) Francis Low, executive
vice president and chief operatinq officer of Manila Ocean Park)and Dr. Stephen
Roy C.Condino, founder and president of Wood, sign a partnership that aims to
promote the-reduction of plastic pollution. Wood Philippines makes handcrafted
sunglasses made from bamboo and wood. Norman Cruz and Joey O. Razon
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in Gen'Iri

Mayor luis 'Jon Jon' Ii' riw '
IV (2nd from rfgJIt) 1eaIi, the
rIbbon-cuttIrC c:eranon r and
InaIJipatIon of the &eI ••
treapnent facility toe !ther
with Cavlte AllledkOll ult
SeIvIces (CAKSC) CIfIIoJ ,~In
Golden Gate BusIr-. n
In Bgy. BuenavIsta, Mo lay,
Oct. 3, 2022-
tanks program to expl lite
the provision of seWtlra~e
and sanitation services ill
the province that can help
to reduce pollution load ng
in creeks and rivers that
empty out to Manila 6.1Y.

.: -.' Dennis A1:rina,

'ea~ite-septage treatment plant opens
GENERAL TRIAS CITY nearby provinces lessen ~
(GenTri), Cavite - Cavite their wastewater pollution. •yv
Alliedkonsult Services Alliedkonsult IS a prod- .
(CAKSC) now officially uct of a joint venture be-
opened the doors of its tween MacroAsia Corpo-
fUlly mechanized septage ration and Envirokonsult.
treatment plant at Gold- Also' present were the
en Gate Business Park in CAKSCboard of directors,
Barangay Buenavista Carlo Benito T. Pascual II,
Monday, October 3, 2022. Franclu Christopher T.

General Trias City May- Chua, Aaron P. Gedang,
or Luis "Jon Jon" Ferrer IV, CAKSCTreasurer Amador
ViceMayorJonasLabuguen, T. Sendin, SVP (senior vice
Lionel Dalope, CESO-Y of president) for legal and HR
DILG (Department of the Atty. Marivic T.Moya, and
Interior and Local Govem- Corporate Secretary Bel-
mentj-Cavite Provincial Di- gium S. Tandoc.
rector, President of CAKSC The fully mechanized
Anthony; Y. Gedang, and treatment facility can help
CAKSCChairman Eduardo Cavite, and its nearby prov-
.Luis T. Luy led the ribbon- inces lessen its wastewater
cutting ceremony and inau- pollution along Manila Bay
guration of the said septage and other bodies of water.
treatment facility, the "big- The said facility is de-
gest" in the country and can signed to treat wastewater
help Cavite province and collected from the septic
e ' ~« • l h 1 t r'f .I.., ~,

. -
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RR C: Karding-af
population tops 1M :

THE number of persons
affected by the onslaught
of Super Typhoon Kant-
ing, which barreled
through Luzon last week.
has climbed to 1,074,141,
the National Disaster
Risk Reduction and Man-
agement Council
(NDRRMC) said on Tues-
day.

This is equivalent to

299,519 families in 1,922
barangays in Iloeos Region.
Cagayan Valley, Central
Luzon.Calabarzon, Mirna-
ropa, Bicol, Cordillera Ad-
ministrative Region (CAR),
and the National Capital
Region.

TheNDRRMCsaidonly
780 families or 3,574 per-
sons are still in 23 evacua-
tioncenterswith theremain-

der either returning home
orseekingshelterwithfam-
ilies and 1riends.

The casualty count
stands at 12 dead and five

~~figures,eidltof
the deaths are verifiec:fwith
the remaining four still un-
dergoing validation along
with the five missing.

Around 67injuries were

Y PRIAM I
OMUCENO

alsore] rtedofwhichonly
twoan confumedasof .
time.

Dan ged houses
have cJimbed to 60,254 .
Region I 1, 2, 3, Calabar-
zon, and the CAR.

Around 52,513 are clas-
sifiedas artiallydamag
whi1e7"~.:larecatego •
as to y damaged.

p ~
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On the ENVIRONMENTAL PERFORMANCE REPORT AND MANAGEMENT PLAN (EPRMP)
of the proposed CEMENT GRINDING PLANT EXPANSION PROJECT of the ASIlAIi KING
CEM NT CORPORATION located In SARAN GAY MALBANG, MAAsIM, 8ARANGANI.

Ntillce I, hereby glVon to all parties Who Wish 10 give thalr opinion rogaTdlng tho tmplerneruatron
of the proposed CEMENT GRINIlINIl PLANT EXPANSiON PROJECT 10 attend tha Public
HeaHn(j on:

Time
!1:00AM

Re IS/tatlon ./alt. fit "OOa m

Tn. Public Hearing II being conducted In ebnneclton With the levlew of tn. EPRMP Of the
aforemenboned pro/ect by the EnvlronmentJlI Management Bllreau (EMB) Of Ihe De""rtm.nt of
r.nllironmenl and Neturll R.loure.a (DSNR).

The follOWing It the proJlCllnformttlon'

Pro BctNem. eament Grlndlno Plent E,08n110<l Prolact
Pr tet LoC.tlon Baran"tv Malbana. Mea"m Serennanl
Pre eel CIII.oltII 600000 MTPY
Pre Donlnl Abila" Kmo Cament Co/DOrelton

Alllntllt .ted partl.' who Wlih to attend or patllolpate In thellll Public Hearings .hould preferably
Cllhflfm Ihalt Atlandllhotipirtielpitlarlllnd may gllle Ihelt Op/M,"(') In a oaMIRa p081tibh paper
to the INVlftONM NTAL IMPACT ASlI! 8MINT AND MANAGEMENT DIVI ION
( IAMD) of Inll OffiCI thrOlAgh mall Of through .-mail at 'Id mb,aov.pb, I I 11.1 Ihr •• (3)
dlY' before IfI' PublIC HO.MhQ ached"". ThOle wile Will not be abl. to regl.ter or Ullmlt wnlten
po ~lOn may be gNtn the opportunity to Ii.re tllillr I au •• on Ii'll ~ay of the h.snng Itself

Th. pfgjeet'. EPflMF' entl ElteWliva Summsry for th8 PUblic Irli downloadable at our web.~e:
W\\iIIi.eid.lfnb.goV.pM (kIndly acces.lhe Nohce Of PuMa Hell1r1giCohsIJila/lon Imlr found In Our
.vebfltte) while copies Will be IIvaUbble Ih th~ fOllOWing <llIiees:

1. EMil~8i1lon III
tJENFt-Enlilnlnm@fltal Managemetll BUreau xII
Regional Gbvernment Cahler, Barahgay Carpenter Hill,
City Ilf Kbrohadlil, outli Cotabsto
Tel No (083) 228-1011, 8n-3312

2. M•• alm MUlllclpal Hall
Malslm, Saranl/ani Province

For mor. dateils, pla •• a conlact the EIAM DIVision al thl8 Oflica at telephone number (02)
8539- 4378 loc. 116 through the project casehandlers Engr Dexter Tabada and Ms Amber
Hagada MNSA.

(PDI- Sept. 28 & Oct. 5, 2022)

"


