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Next admin to face challenges on effects of
climate change, calamities — DENR exec

By RICHA NORIEGA, GMA News

A Department of Environment and Natural Resources official on Friday said the next
administration will face challenges on the effects of climate change and calamities, proposing
to continue programs of the current administration and strictly implement environmental laws.

DENR Undersecretary Jonas Leones called to continue the Task Force Build Back Better, a
task force that will streamline and expedite post-disaster efforts.

“Marami tayong ginagawa sa DENR ngayon, ang challenge natin yung epekto ng climate
change, marami tayong mga nae-expect na bagyo mga calamity, landslides,” he said at the
Laging Handa briefing.

(We were doing a lot in the DENR, the challenge for the current administration is the effects of
climate change and we expected many typhoons, calamities, and landslides will occur.)

“Kaya sa panahon ngayon ng ating Pangulong [Rodrigo] Duterte mayroon tayong Task Force
Build Back Better so tayo yung pagkatapos ng mga sakuna calamity yung mga ahensya, full
government approach nagtutulong tulong para marestore yung mga lugar na nasalanta ng
bagyo so ito yung dapat natin maipropose sa susunod na administrasyon na dapat ituloy,” he
furthered.

(President Duterte created Task Force Build Back Better so that after calamities, the
government agencies will have full approach and help together to restore affected areas of the
typhoon. This should be continued by the next administration.)

Last November 2020, Duterte signed Executive Order No. 120 creating the Task Force Build
Back Better to ensure post-disaster rehabilitation and recovery efforts of typhoon-hit areas.

He also urged the next administration to strictly implement environmental laws to alleviate the
problems in proper waste disposal in some local government units.

“Aming ahensya kasi mandated to protect the environment and conserve the natural resources
so Ito dapat yung pagtuunan namin ng pansin maisabi natin na iimplement strictly yung mga
batas kagaya ng Clean Water Act at Solid Waste Management Act,” he said.

(Our agency is mandated to protect the environment and conserve natural resources, so it
should strictly enforce laws including the Clean Water Act and Solid Waste Management Act.)

“So ito yung ang problema ng ating mga lalo na yung mga local na pamahalaan lalo na yung
basura so ito dapat yung matutukan at bigyan ng pansin,” he added.

(The problem of our local government units is the proper waste disposal, it should be resolved
and monitored.)

Congress, sitting as the National Board of Canvassers (NBOC), proclaimed Ferdinand
“Bongbong” Marcos Jr. as the winner of the presidential race in Eleksyon 2022.

The NBOC also proclaimed Marcos’ running mate and the President’s daughter Davao City
Mayor Sara Duterte as the new vice president. — RSJ GMA News
Source: https://www.gmanetwork.com/news/topstories/nation/833064/next-admin-to-face-

challenges-on-effects-of-climate-change-calamities-denr-
exec/story/?fbclid=IwAR3cxS1PewsusZrSDI9UOOI9SAEIKGC8FNWoADbjgejuOSZyUzLrUwg
3J2Mc
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Mga epekto ng climate change, kalamidad
kahaharapin ng sunod na admin — DENR exec

May 27,2022 @ 4:12 PM 17 hours ago

MANILA, Philippines- Sinabi ng opisyal ng Department of Environment and Natural Resources
nitong Biyernes na kahaharapin umano ng susunod na administrasyon ang hamon ng mga
epekto ng climate change at mga kalamidad, at inirekomenda na ipagpatuloy ang mga
programa ng kasalukuyang administrasyon at mahigpit na ipatupad ang environmental laws.

Nanawagan si DENR Undersecretary Jonas Leones na ituloy ang Task Force Build Back
Better, ang task force na magpapabilis sa post-disaster efforts.

“Marami tayong ginagawa sa DENR ngayon, ang challenge natin yung epekto ng climate
change, marami tayong mga nae-expect na bagyo mga calamity, landslides,” aniya sa Laging
Handa briefing.

“Kaya sa panahon ngayon ng ating Pangulong [Rodrigo] Duterte mayroon tayong Task Force
Build Back Better so tayo yung pagkatapos ng mga sakuna calamity yung mga ahensya, full
government approach nagtutulong tulong para marestore yung mga lugar na nasalanta ng
bagyo so ito yung dapat natin maipropose sa susunod na administrasyon na dapat ituloy,”
patuloy pa ni Leones.

Nilagdaan ni Duterte noong Nobyembre 2022 ang Executive Order No. 120 na bubuo sa Task
Force Build Back Better upang masiguro ang post-disaster rehabilitation at recovery efforts sa
mga lugar na sinalanta ng bagyo.

“Aming ahensya kasi mandated to protect the environment and conserve the natural resources
So Ito dapat yung pagtuunan namin ng pansin maisabi natin na iimplement strictly yung mga
batas kagaya ng Clean Water Act at Solid Waste Management Act,” aniya.

“So ito yung ang problema ng ating mga lalo na yung mga local na pamahalaan lalo na yung
basura so ito dapat yung matutukan at bigyan ng pansin,” dagdag pa ng opisyal ng
DENR. RNT/SA

Source; https://www.remate.ph/mga-epekto-ng-climate-change-kalamidad-kahaharapin-ng-
sunod-na-admin-denr-exec/
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DENR admits lapses in keeping track of Coron
reclamation

By: Christia Marie Ramos - Reporter / @CMRamosINQ
INQUIRER.net / 09:13 PM May 27, 2022

NEW LAND The reclaimed land in the municipality of Coron in Palawan has extended to three villages,
burying in soil once unspoiled coastal areas and threatening the marine biodiversity of this tourist-
drawing island town. —Photo courtesy of Sagip Coron Palawan

MANILA, Philippines — The Department of Environment and Natural Resources (DENR)
admitted lapses in the monitoring of a Coron reclamation project that had been “rushed” amid
the pandemic.

DENR Undersecretary Jonas Leones also raised the possibility of filing charges if there had
been violations to environmental laws in the implementation of the project that should be
brought to court.

“Nakikita nga rin namin iyan na mayroong kaunting lapse doon dahil dapat nakikita ng ating
CENRO (Community Environment and Natural Resource Officer) or PENRO (Provincial
Environment and Natural Resource Officer) in the region iyong progress noon kanilang gawain
doon,” Leones said in a Laging Handa briefing on Friday.

(We also saw that there is a bit of a lapse on the part of our CENRO or PENRO in the region
on the progress of the project.)

“Although talagang it's hard to admit — medyo nagkulang tayo sa pagtingin doon kasi pinabilis
eh. Parang ang nangyari kasi during the pandemic...doon sila nagmadali kung saan talagang
busy tayo sa pag-address ng COVID-19...Noong makita natin, noong nalaman natin, talagang
malaki na pala iyong nare-reclaim nila diyan sa Coron,” he added.

(Although it's hard to admit—we lacked in monitoring the project because it was rushed. What
seemed to have happened is that during the pandemic...the project was rushed when we were
busy addressing COVID-19...When we saw it, the reclamation had already covered a massive
area.)

However, he pointed out that the proponents of the project should have “faithfully” complied
with environmental regulations once it received an environmental compliance certificate (ECC)
from the agency.

Earlier, the DENR cancelled the ECC for the reclamation project in Coron, Palawan over a
failure to comply with the required compliance monitoring report, among others.

“Dapat nagsu-submit sila ng report, mga updates...Nagkaroon ng lapses on the part of the
proponent,” Leones said.


https://newsinfo.inquirer.net/byline/christia-marie-ramos
https://www.twitter.com/@CMRamosINQ
https://newsinfo.inquirer.net/source/inquirer-net
https://newsinfo.inquirer.net/?p=1603492#ixzz7UXHAjgZY
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(They should have been submitting reports, updates...There are lapses on the part of the
proponent.)

According to Leones, the reclamation of the area had been “slow” in the beginning but the
DENR was “shocked” when it learned that the project had been “rushed” during the pandemic.
“Ang total kasi ng reclamation doon ay dapat 48 hectares...Can you imagine, 40 hectares na,
base sa report, ang kanilang na-reclaim. So, iyon ang nangyari diyan,” he added.

(The reclamation was supposed to be 48 hectares...Can you imagine, they've already
reclaimed 40 hectares, based on the report we received. That's what happened there.)

“Because bigla silang nagmadali at marami ang nasira, hindi natin na-monitor, kung kaya nakita
natin na malaking paglabag ito sa ating relokasyon kaya kinansel nila iyong mga permits na
na-issue ng ating department sa kanila,” he also said.

(Because the project was rushed and a lot of damage has been done, we were not able to
monitor, we saw violations, that's why the local officers cancelled the permits the department
has issued to the proponents.)

Leones said that the DENR is currently assessing the damage in the coastal area involved in
the reclamation project.

He said charges will be filed if the DENR finds violations of provisions under the National
Integrated Protected Areas System (NIPAS) law and the Philippine Clean Water Act.

“Titingnan natin kung may malaking pananagutan sila, kung mayroon silang violations sa
provision ng mga batas na ito. At tinitiyak namin na hindi lang administrative sanctions ang
ibibigay namin sa kanila, kundi pati kriminal kung makita namin na dapat silang kasuhan sa
korte,” the DENR official said.

(We will determine whether they are liable, if there are violations of the provisions under these
laws. And we will make sure that not only administrative sanctions will be imposed, but also

criminal cases if we see that they should be brought to the courts.)
JPV

Source: https://newsinfo.inquirer.net/1603492/denr-admits-lapses-in-keeping-track-of-coron-
reclamation
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DENR admits faults over Coron project

May 27, 2022, 11:00 pm

An official of the Department of Environment and Natural Resources (DENR) admitted on
Friday that there were lapses in monitoring the reclamation project in Coron, Palawan.

At the Laging Handa briefing, DENR Undersecretary Jonas Leones said officials of the
Provincial Environment and Natural Resources Office (PENRO) and the Community
Environment and Natural Resources Office (CENRO) should have been more diligent in
monitoring the progress in the project area.

The DENR earlier revoked the environmental compliance certificate (ECC) of the 48-hectare
reclamation project in Coron due to a lack of permits.

“We also saw that there were lapses on the part of the CENRO or PENRO in monitoring
the progress of their project there. For us, once we issue the ECC, the proponent should comply
with it,” Leones said.

“Although it is hard to admit, we failed to fully monitor the project. What seems to have
happened, during the pandemic, that's when they rushed work on the project, while we were
busy addressing COVID-19. That's when they rushed things, while we couldn’t keep an eye on
the project. When next we checked, they had reclaimed a large area in Coron,” he added.

Leones said the DENR issued the ECC for the project in 2007 and 2009.

“Based on our investigation, when they started the reclamation, it seemed okay, things were
going slowly... But when the investigation team went there, we were all surprised because the
reclamation work had rushed ahead,” he said.

“Ang total reclamation kasi doon dapat 40 hectares. Nagulat kami. During the pandemic tingin
namin sinamantala nila na magreclaim nang magreclaim. Forty hectares na base sa report ang
kanilang nareclaim,” he added.

Source: https://manilastandard.net/news/314231755/denr-admits-faults-over-coron-project.html
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Coron reclamation project at unfavorable odds:
DENR

By Stephanie Sevillano May 27, 2022, 6:37 pm
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UNFAVORABLE ODDS. Environment and Natural Resources Undersecretary Jonas Leones says during the Laging Handa public
briefing on Friday (May 27, 2022) that proponents of the Coron reclamation project would face unfavorable odds should they
secure an environmental compliance certificate after the violations made in the project. Leones said it has been more than five
years since the proponent sent them a report. (Screengrab)

MANILA — Granting renewal or approval for the reapplication of an environmental compliance
certificate (ECC) is now highly unlikely for Coron’s reclamation project, a Department of
Environment and Natural Resources (DENR) official said Friday.

In the Laging Handa public briefing, DENR Undersecretary Jonas Leones said Palawan’s
provincial government may have to pass through the eye of a needle, should they vie for ECC
after its cancellation.

“Because of what they have done, they will definitely have a hard time to renew or apply for
ECC. However, the payment of penalties is their obligation, but the reapplication and for them
to expect DENR to issue yet another permit, | think they would have to go (through) a needle
hole because of the violations made in this project,” Leones said in Filipino.

All reclamation activities in Coron have been suspended, after reports of significant violations
allegedly committed by the proponent.

These violations include failure to submit reports for more than five years, lack of updates
despite significant progress on the 48-hectare area, and worse, the alleged destruction of
marine ecosystems.

“When they started the reclamation, it was okay. It's somehow slow, but our investigating team
noticed when we went there, we were all surprised that the reclamation seemed fast-tracked,”
he said in Filipino.

Leones explained that before a full-blast reclamation, proponents strictly need to secure area
clearance, a clearance issued by the DENR that should be submitted to the Philippine
Reclamation Authority.

The DENR, meanwhile, admitted there was a lapse on their regional end, considering the
pandemic concerns.
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“It's hard to admit, we somehow lacked on looking into that. It seems like, what happened during
the pandemic, that's the time they speed up their (reclamation) when we were so busy
addressing the Covid-19 (coronavirus disease 2019), there they are deliberately pushing
through,” he said in Filipino.

The DENR pledged to continue to seek accountability and hold those liable for the violations.

The department also urged the public to take part in going after violators, especially to conserve
the protected areas in the country.

“Nowadays, even text messages, we are acting on it. If there are complaints... we are no longer

that strict with formalities on the complaints. If we learn there’s emails, texts, rest assured we
will act on it,” Leones said. (PNA)

Source: https://www.pna.gov.ph/articles/1175325
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'Sinamantala’: DENR eyes charges over ‘rushed'
Coron reclamation project

Job Manahan, ABS-CBN News

Posted at May 27 2022 05:49 PM | Updated as of May 27 2022 06:56 PM

DENR admits being 'lax' in Coron reclamation

MANILA — The Department of the Environment and Natural Resources (DENR) on Friday said
a reclamation project in Coron, Palawan was "rushed" amid the COVID-19 pandemic, adding
it is willing to press charges if the project destroyed the environment.

Environment Undersecretary Jonas Leones said they were "shocked" that the Coron Bay
Development Project has already covered 40 of the entire 48 hectares. He admitted the
environment agency has faults for failing to monitor it.

The DENR has since canceled the environmental compliance certificate (ECC) of the
reclamation project. The reclamation activities have also been suspended, Leones earlier said.

"Sinamantala nila na mag-reclaim nang mag-reclaim at kumuha ng filling materials diyan," said
Leones in a televised briefing.

"Nakikita nga rin namin yan na may kaunting lax yun on the part kasi dapat nakikita ng [City 0
Provincial Environment and Natural Resources] yung progress ng kanilang gawain doon pero
ang sa amin naman kasi once we issued the ECC, dapat faithfully kino-comply ng proponent
yun," he added.

"Ngayon... kaya nga lang although it is hard to admit, nagkulang tayo sa pagtingin doon."

The first ECC was issued to the provincial government of Palawan, which is the proponent of
CBDP, in 2007 for a 3-hectare coastal reclamation in Coron.

The provincial government was granted another ECC in 2009 for an additional reclamation of
48 hectares in the renowned tourist destination.

But based on DENR's investigation, the project lacked necessary permits such as an area
clearance, the environment official earlier told TeleRadyo. It also did not operate for 5 years
after the ECCs were released.

POSSIBLE CHARGES

DENR's assessment on the environmental damage in the area is currently underway, according
to Leones.

He added that the department will not hesitate to file charges against the provincial government
and individuals involved in the project. A local official earlier said there was no proper turnover
of documents for the reclamation project, since this started from the previous provincial
administration.

"Ina-assess namin ang damage diyan sa coastal area, sa ecosystems ng sa ilalim ng tubig
diyan at tinitiyak namin na under the Clean Water Act, tingnan natin kung may pananagutan
sila, kung mayroon silang violations sa provisions ng mga batas na ito," Leones said.

"Tinitiyak namin na hindi lang administrative sanction ang ibibigay namin sa kanila pati criminal
kung dapat silang kasuhan sa korte," he added.

It will be difficult to give another ECC to the provincial government if it applies to continue the

Y D [ |
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reclamation, Leones said.
For the environment official, they must see accountability first.

"Kung mag-apply sila ng ECC diyan, kailangan makita muna natin yung kanilang liability...
dapat panagutan nila 'yan. Pangalawa, baka mahirapan na tayo kasi baka may violation sila
na ginawa," he said.

A group of environment advocates has urged President Rodrigo Duterte to sign an executive
order for the rehabilitation of Coron Bay.

A biophysical study conducted by marine biologist, Dr. Filipina Sotto, showed 27 percent of
corals in impacted area are now dead while others are slowly dying from sedimentation.

Mangroves are also in danger of dying after being cut off from access to regular water supply,
the study revealed.

Source: https://news.abs-cbn.com/news/05/27/22/denr-eyes-filing-of-raps-over-rushed-coron-
reclamation
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DENR, INAMIN NA NAGKAROON NG KAPABAYAAN
SA CORON BAY DEVELOPMENY PROJECY

ADIACENT
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DENR, inamin na nagkaroon ng kapabayaan sa Coron Bay Development Project | 24 Oras
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24 Oras is GMA Network's fagship newscast, anchored by Mike Enriquez, Mel Tiangco and Vicky
Morzles. It airs on GMA-7 Mondays 10 Fridays at 6:30 PM {PHL Time) and on weekends at 5:00 PM.
For more videos from 24 Cras, visit hitp://www.gmanetwork com/24cras.
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Source: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=S0CrOchW5rA
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DENR cancels ECC of Coron reclamation project
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DENR cancels ECC of Coron reclamation project
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Ecotourism is picking up in Philippine national
parks

May 26, 2022 | 12:05 am

“CLIENTS are the lifeblood of a mountain.”

This was said by Lito Z. Babaison, a Department of Environment and Natural Resources
(DENR) forester based in Camiguin, in a press release. Luckily, after two particularly bad
tourism years because of the ongoing coronavirus disease 2019 (COVID-19) pandemic, things
are finally looking up.

The United Nations Development Program (UNDP), together with the DENR and the
Department of Tourism (DoT), collaborated on the Year of the Protected Areas (YoPA).
Launched on May 23, the awareness-raising campaign aims to bring visitors back to the
country’s national parks.

The Philippines has 246 protected areas totaling three million hectares — the latest being Mr.
Arayat in Pampanga and Tirad Pass in llocos Sur.

With the challenges brought about by the pandemic, government resources are thinly stretched,
according to DENR Biodiversity Management Bureau director Natividad Y. Bernardino.

“All the protected areas need funding... so part of the upkeep funds must come from the public
via ecotourism,” she said in a press statement.

Guides and porters at the Camiguin volcano Mt. Hibok-Hibok earn P1,500 and P800 per day,
respectively. The forester, Mr. Babaison, said that since opening in December 2021, guides
and porters in the island-province have been able to resume their livelihood.
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Other national parks in the Philippines are starting to see an influx of visitors too.

Apo Reef in Occidental Mindoro, for one, welcomed 212 visitors since it reopened in April,
generating revenues of about P250,000. Between March 2020 to March 2022, it only had 35
visitors.

Mt. Pulag in Luzon, for another, has been welcoming over 2,700 visitors since January,
resulting in about P500,000 in revenues. In 2021, it recorded a thousand visitors.

Because COVID-19 is still a reality, so is the use of face masks.

“Face masks should be worn especially at the jump-off point and when passing through
communities,” said UN consultant Gregg H. Yan, in an e-mail. “Local guides constantly but
gently inculcate the need to follow safety measures, even in the bush. Better safe than sorry,
after all.”

They are also empowered to advise visitors against knowingly or unknowingly breaking the law.

“We have plantitas [plant enthusiasts] who love to pluck orchids and other plants illegally,” said
Ronald G. Rabile, who comes from three generations of mountain guides in Camiguin. “Like
the guardian in the lake, we protect this mountain too.”

The Philippines is a consumer, source, and transit point for the illegal wildlife trade, per the
Asian Development Bank. Possession of wild plants and animals can warrant a fine of
P300,000. and a four-year jail term.

“Let’s keep wildlife where they belong: safe in our forests, rivers, lakes, and coasts,” Mr. Yan
added.

The DoT launched the second phase of its sustainable tourism campaign on May 18. Activities
under the “Keep the Fun Going” campaign include encouraging travelers to hike or bike more
often; promoting volunteerism in community restoration efforts like planting; and motivating
tourists to book eco-friendly accommodations.

Healthcare practitioners in countries such as the US and Canada have been prescribing “nature
therapy” to patients. Also called ecotherapy, exposure to nature has been known to counter
depression, improve blood pressure, and boost immune function. — Patricia Mirasol

Source: https://www.bworldonline.com/arts-and-leisure/2022/05/26/450743/ecotourism-is-
picking-up-in-philippine-national-

parks/?fbclid=IwARORIrJBN2DIjfgkowY DptKNZUEX6AiIDhEJceEIKuU3pDn5gvG2MS20ml
eE
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YEAR OF THE PROTECTED AREAS, INILUNSAD NG
DENR, DILG AT DOT
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May 27,2022 @ 7:11 PM 14 hours ago

LUMAGDA sa isang Joint Declaration ang mga kalihim ng Department of Environment and
Natural Resources, Department of the Interior and Local Government, at Department of
Tourism para suportahan ang selebrasyon ng YoPA o ang “Year of the Protected Areas”.

Isinagawa ang paglagda nitong May 24, 2022 nina DENR acting secretary Jim Sampulna, DILG
secretary Eduardo Afio at DOT secretary Bernadette Romulo-Puyat kaugnay sa 90th
anniversary ng pagkakaroon ng national park sa bansa.

Isinasaad sa deklarasyon na pangungunahan ng Biodiversity Management Bureau ng DENR
at Biodiversity Finance Initiative ng United Nations Development Program ang kampanya na
may pagtulong buhat sa DILG at DOT.

Magtutulong-tulong ang mga ahensya para sa promosyon at proteksyon ng protected areas sa
ilalim ng National Integrated Protected Areas System sa Pambansa at lokal na bahagi.

Ang YoPA ay bahagi ng mas malawakang selebrasyon ng International Day of Biological
Diversity 2022.

Ayon sa CBD, ang Pilipinas ay sa 18 mega-diverse countries sa buong mundo kung saan 2/3
ng Earth’s biodiversity, 70% ng mga halaman, at 80% ng mga hayop ay makikita sa ating
arkepelago.

Ikalima ang ating bansa sa pinakamaraming plant species at at mayroon tayong 5% ng mga
bulaklak. At mayroong 53,00 species ang tanging sa Pilipinas lamang matatagpuan o endemic.

Pero ang nakalulungkot, may 700 species ay nasa “extinction level’ na o malapit ng mawala,
93% ng ating original forest cover ang nasira na matapos ang digmaan, at 53% ng ating coral
reefs ang “in poor condition”.

Sa kasalukuyan ay mayroong 246 protected areas sa ilalim ng NIPAS Act kung saan 112 ang
ipinasa ng Kongreso, 13 ang idineklara ng Pangulo ng bansa, at 121 ang initial component ng
system.

Ang Mount Arayat ang siyang first national park sa bansa na itinatag noong June 27, 1933
alinsunod sa Republic Act No. 3915 o ang pagtatalaga ng mga national parks noong 1932.
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Sa temang “Protected Areas for a Protected Future”, maliban sa konserbasyon, hangad din na
ma-engganyo ang mga Pilipino na bisitahin ang mga national parks.

Kaugnay sa pagdiriwang ngayong taon, may anim na tampok na national parks, ang

U Bongsanlay Natural Park sa Masbate;

Apo Reef Natural Park sa Occidental Mindoro;

Samar Island Natural Park sa mga lalawigan ng Samar, Eastern Samar at Northern Samar;
Balinsasayao Twin Lakes Natural Park sa Negros Oriental,

Mt. Hamiguitan Range Wildlife Sanctuary sa Davao Oriental; at ang

Mts. Timpoong Hibok-Hibok Natural Monument sa Camiguin

et et ent B et B e B a4

Bahagi rin ng pagdiriwang ang paglalabas ng isang Presidential Proclamation na nagdedeklara
sa taong 2022 bilang “National Year of the Protected Area”, at paggunita sa bawat buwan
ng Hunyo bilang “Month of the Protected Areas”.

Hinihintay na lamang ang paglagda dito ni Pangulong Rodrigo Roa Duterte.

Source; https://www.remate.ph/year-of-the-protected-areas-inilunsad-ng-denr-dilg-at-dot/
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BICAM REPORT SA WASTE PLASTIC
MANAGEMENT NIRATIPIKAHAN NG SENADO

May 26. 2022 jp admin

magkakasalungat na probisyon ng bills na nagtatakda sa mekanismo ng extended producers’
responsibility (EPR) sa waste plastic packaging.

Sa Senate plenary session, isinulong ni Sen. Cynthia A. Villar, chairperson ng Committee on
Environment, Natural Resources, and Climate Change, ang ratification ng report sa Senate Bill
No. 2425 at House Bill No. 10696.

Sinabi ni Villar na sa ilalim ng bill, gagawing institusyunado ang EPR bilang practical policy
approach sa mas epektibong waste management.

“The proposed legislation focuses on waste reduction, recovery and recycling and the
development of environment-friendly products that advocates the internationally-accepted
principle on sustainable consumption and production, circular economy and producers’ full
responsibility throughout the life cycle of their products,” ani Villar sa kanyang sponsorship
speech.

Ipinahayag ni Villar na itinatakda ng EPR na magtatag ang malalaking enterprises o obliged
enterprises ng phase-in programs sa plastic packaging ng kanilang mga produkto para sa
mas epektibong pangangasiwa ng plastic packaging waste at mabawasan ang production,
importation, supply o paggamit ng plastic packaging.

“The obliged enterprises may voluntarily organize themselves to form or authorize a producer
responsibility organization for the purpose of establishing a viable platform to implement their
EPR program,” ani Villar.

Sa ilalim ng reconciled version ng dalawang bills, may target dates sa recovery ng plastic
product footprint mula sa nakaraang taon mula sa effectivity nito gaya ng sumusunod:

» 20 percent sa December 31, 2023;

* 40 percent sa December 31, 2024;

* 50 percent sa December 31, 2025;

* 60 percent sa December 31, 2026;

* 70 percent sa December 31, 2027;

» 80 percent sa December 31, 2028; at sa susunod na kada taon.

Dahil dito, kinakailangan ding magsumite ng obliged enterprises sa Department of
Environment and Natural Resources ng report ng kanilang compliance kabilang ang nararapat
na documentation. (ESTONG REYES)

Source: https://saksingayon.com/news-break/bicam-report-sa-waste-plastic-management-
niratipikahan-ng-senado/?fbclid=IwAR3eJ1zjOhrKxw-kmX-

pWLVaOqr3R9D5NaFR7VH751QJ 7qIB45RskTtDv8
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Antas ng tubig sa Angat Dam posibleng tumaas pa

Micka Bautista May 26, 2022 Local, News

Inihayag ng National Water Resources Board (NWRB) na posibleng tumaas ang antas ng tubig
sa Angat Dam sa lalawigan ng Bulacan na nagsusuplay ng tubig sa buong Metro Manila.

Dahil ito sa patuloy na nararanasang La Nifia phenomenon o ang patuloy na pagbuhos ng
malalakas na ulan sa Metro Manila at ibang lugar sa bansa.

Ayon kay NWRB Executive Director Sevillo David, mas mataas pa sa normal water level ang
inaasahan ngayong taon batay na rin sa abiso ng PAGASA.

Ayon kay David, kailangang naka-alerto ang lahat ng mga nangangasiwa ng dam at lokal na
pamahalaan upang maging ligtas ang mga residenteng maaapektuhan ng pagbaha sanhi ng
patuloy na pagbuhos ng ulan. (Micka Bautista)

Source: https://hatawtabloid.com/2022/05/26/antas-ng-tubig-sa-angat-dam-posibleng-tumaas-
pa/?fbclid=IwAR130Q1KfhAS7VutqVA6G1liZRMrMoNgozBMG0OnZ16a6gwenZRD8HO-
YhHIi4
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Responsible mining

HIDDEN AGENDA - Mary Ann LL. Reyes - The Philippine Star May 28, 2022 | 12:00am

Last December, the Department of Environment and Natural Resources (DENR) lifted the four-
year ban on the open-pit method of mining for copper, gold, silver and complex ores in the
country.

According to the DENR, open-pit mining is a globally accepted method of mining and the most
feasible option for mining near-surface or shallow ore deposits.

Department officials explained that the lifting of the ban is meant to revitalize the mining industry
and usher in significant economic benefits to the country by providing raw materials for the
construction and development of other industries and by increasing employment opportunities
in rural areas.

The total ban was ordered by former DENR Secretary Gina Lopez in 2017, citing the destructive
nature and potential for disaster of open-pit mining, aside from the fact that the method is a
financial liability, poses risks to host communities, and kills the economic potential of the
community.

According to Lopez, most mining disasters in the country were due to the tailings spills
associated with open-pit mining

Department Order 2017-10 noted that open-pit mines cause adverse impacts to the
environment, particularly due to the generation of acidic and/or heavy metal-laden water,
erosion of mine waste dumps and/or vulnerability of tailings dams to geological hazards.

It was meant to prevent a repeat of major mine tailings spills that contaminated waterways in
Marinduque in 1996 and in Benguet in 2012.

The Marcopper mining disaster in 1996 has been described as one of the worst mining and
environmental disasters in Philippine history.

House Speaker Lord Allan Jay Velasco said the government should continue to demand
accountability from Marcopper for its irresponsible mining practices that have caused
irreparable damage to the environment and to the people of Marinduque.

But Marcopper’s negligence as well as the unsustainable and dangerous practices of a few
irresponsible miners should not penalize the whole industry and millions of people who depend
on it.

Environment Secretary Roy Cimatu, in overturning the 2017 ban on open-pit mining last Dec.
23, believes that there are methods and technologies that could held avoid or mitigate the
negative impacts of open-pit mining.

Cimatu’s directive came eight months after President Duterte lifted a moratorium on new mining
agreements which was imposed in 2012 by then President Benigno Aquino Il as part of efforts
to reform the mining sector.

One of the first major mining project to benefit from the lifting of the open-pit mining ban would
be Saggitarius Mines’ Tampakan Copper-Gold project in South Cotabato.

This was after the Sangguniang Panlalawigan of South Cotabato amended the province’s
Environmental Code which effectively lifted a ban on open-pit mining and which paved the way
for the resumption of the $5.9-billion mining project.
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The Chamber of Mines of the Philippines (COMP) believes that open-pit mines can be operated
safely according to globally accepted standards and can be rehabilitated properly in a manner
that provides alternative and productive land use after the life of the mine.

According to COMP, headed by its chairman Michael Toledo, better opportunities lie ahead in
South Cotabato and other areas from big-ticket mining projects.

He said that together with Silangan and Kingking ($2-billion project of St. Augustine Gold and
Copper Ltd in Compostela Valley) which are two other copper-gold projects in Mindanao,
Tampakan would be a powerful vehicle to achieve a vibrant, multi-faceted local and regional
economy that provides sustainable employment, business opportunities, and other social
development programs that will improve and enhance the quality of life of those living in these
projects’ host and neighboring communities.

Toledo noted that when these projects go full swing, they can increase yearly national
government revenues by P12 billion a year, local government revenues by P1.5 billion, exports
by almost $2 billion, and social expenditures by P800 million per year, but added that COMP
welcomes any regulatory changes that would allow the revitalization of mining in the country.

The Philippines’s mining potential is still largely untapped. According to the Mines and
Geosciences Bureau, more than a third of the country’s total land area of 30 million hectares
has been identified as having high mineral potential, but only less than five percent of its mineral
reserves has been extracted so far.

To ensure the safe conduct of open-pit mining, the DENR in its new order lifting the ban requires
project proponents to ensure that their method would not pose any hazard to public health and
safety that might result from ground failure or physical deterioration and that it would not release
any hazardous chemicals into the environment but adopting proven and acceptable techniques
to control it through internationally accepted containment, collection and treatment methods.

As in any new law or set of rules or regulations, implementation is the key. Mining companies
should never be allowed to just extract nature’s resources and then leave the land permanently
scarred without any thought of the consequences that their activities have caused on the
surroundings and the people around it.

When | visited the Mt. Isa Mines in Australia before, the mining company many years before
the life of the mine ends is already in consultation with the community as to what to do with the
huge hole created on the ground by the open-pit mining process.

Transparency and accountability are of course key to making sure that the mining disasters of
the past will never happen again. Both the government and the leaders of our mining industry
should work hand in hand to create a regulatory environment that will help achieve more
sustainable mining practices by learning from the best practices adopted by other countries.

For comments, e-mail at mareyes@philstarmedia.com.

Source: https://www.philstar.com/business/2022/05/28/2184174/responsible-mining
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Cheaper medicines

ENTINEL - Ramon T. Tulfo - The Philippine Star May 28, 2022 | 12:00am

President-elect Bongbong Marcos’ plan for the Philippines to partner with India in making
generic drugs will considerably bring down the cost of medicines.

“India is one of the largest manufacturers of generic drugs. We could go into partnership so we
could have production here in the Philippines,” said Marcos after meeting with Indian
Ambassador Shambhu Kumaran.

The cost of essential drugs is so prohibitive that the poor can'’t afford to buy them.

A giant drugstore chain reportedly makes a profit of 1,000 percent for medicines such as those
for diabetes, hypertension, fever and infection.

As an example, if a branded medicine for hypertension sold by a drugstore chain was P100,
the cost of the same medicine of the same brand from India would only cost P10.

If the government set up a pharmacy in every town or city dispensing generic medicines from
India, big drug stores would be forced to bring down the prices of their medicines.

The poor would greatly benefit from the low cost of medicine as this sector is prey to all kinds
of sickness.

* * *

The next climate change meetings will be held in Stockholm, Sweden from June 2 to 3, which
President Rodrigo “Digong” Duterte plans to attend before he steps down.

The President has said he regretted not giving much attention to climate change during his six-
year term.

Climate change is caused by the degradation of the environment due to massive deforestation,
pollution of water, ground and air resources, and other similar issues.

Air pollution is caused by carbon emissions from factories and motor vehicles.

Had Digong listened to this columnist early in his administration, there would have been less
air pollution caused by motor vehicles now.

Most of the country’s trucks, buses, jeepneys, cars, ships and boats are culprits in polluting our
air.

If you're in an airplane above our capital city, you’ll see Metro Manila’s skyline enveloped in
haze, which is mostly caused by emissions from motor vehicles.

| had suggested to the then newly-elected President Digong in 2016 that his government give
attention to air pollution that causes lung ailments among the population.

Digong said he would take my advice, but apparently forgot about it.

| care for clean air as | suffer from lung ailments — such as coughing, runny nose and sore
throat — when the haze over Metro Manila becomes thick.

Wanting to contribute to a state of cleaner air quality, | accepted years ago the offer from
Omstar Corp., based in Los Angeles, California, to distribute DX-1 fuel and oil additives for
motor vehicles.

Most of the country’s motor vehicles have old, defective engines which emit thick, black smoke
from their exhaust.
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Omstar DX-1 reduces motor vehicle emissions by as much as 90 percent.

Thick, black smoke from motor vehicles is caused by defective engines, which is “cured” by
DX-1 by acting as a “metal soap” for cylinder lubrication.

By cleaning the engine of impurities such as sludge, DX-1 promotes a longer working engine
life and saves on gasoline and diesel consumption by 10 to 20 percent.

The Department of Environment and Natural Resources (DENR) under the late secretary Gina
Lopez was to have used DX-1 on all motor vehicles of the department after intensive tests.

The plan to use the product on DENR vehicles didn’t push through after Lopez’s appointment
was not approved by the bicameral Commission on Appointments.

Based on successful tests by the DENR, | approached the Land Transportation Office (LTO) to
convince owners of motor vehicles who were renewing their registrations to try Omstar DX-1
for cleaner air.

Corruption — people asking for bribes — stopped me from pursuing my deal with some
government and private agencies to use DX-1, which is considered “liquid gold” in the US,
some countries in Europe and Mexico.

This may sound like sourgraping, but I've withnessed corruption up close and personal in the
government, and even in some private offices, because of DX-1.

Even if | wanted to close deals for DX-1, | couldn’t engage in bribery, as that would be violating
Omstar Corporation’s policy. Giving bribes is anathema and illegal to any US company.

A decade ago, | nearly closed a deal with Iran to supply that country with Omstar DX-1.

An Iranian official with the rank of minister surreptitiously came to Manila to talk with me and
my principals from California.

Iran, | learned from the minister, is one of the most polluted countries in the world.

The deal didn’t push through because of Iran’s problematic relations with the US, the source of
Omstar DX-1.

To contribute to cleaner air, my company has made DX-1 available in 30 ml. bottles at P148
each. Each bottle is good for 40 liters of gasoline or diesel.

Only one liter of DX-1 is needed for 1,280 liters of gasoline or diesel. Its former brand name
was D-1280X because of the ratio.

* * *

The war between Russia and Ukraine has exponentially raised the prices of gasoline, diesel
and other fuel products.

“Those who are using cars, you complain every day that fuel prices are getting higher by the
hour. The reason for the higher prices is we do not have our own. We are importing the source
of energy,” said President Digong.

May | humbly offer Omstar DX-1 to motor vehicle owners, including motorcyclists and tricycle
drivers?

My 8-cylinder Toyota Land Cruiser, which is diesel-fueled, runs like it's gasoline-fed. | save 20
percent on fuel costs using DX-1.

My friends whom I've convinced to use DX-1 on their cars speak highly of the product.
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My company delivers DX-1 through delivery outlets like Lalamove and Grab in Metro Manila,
and LBC, JRS, J&T in the provinces.

You may call 0915-926-3088, 0976-001-4413 or 0917-801-3843 for inquiries.

Source: https://www.philstar.com/opinion/2022/05/28/2184334/cheaper-medicines
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Fruit-bearing trees eyed as possible timber
alternatives

By Ma. Cristina Arayata May 27 2022 8:13 pm

_“h

TO GIVE WOOD AND FRUITS Quezon Clty Task Force Street Lighting personnel prunes a mango tree at the corner of Sanches
and Miller Street in Barangay Bungad, San Francisco del Monte, Quezon City in this file photo. Some fruit-bearing trees are being
studied as possible alternative to timber, the Department of Science and Technology said on Friday (May 27, 2022). (PNA file
photo by Ben Briones)

MANILA — The Department of Science and Technology (DOST) is looking at fruit-bearing trees
as possible alternatives to commercial timber due to the "insignificant movement of the wood
during drying," Secretary Fortunato de la Pefia said on Friday.

"Old, fruit-bearing trees that abound in rural areas may help address the local wood industries’
huge demand for raw materials. Many of these trees get uprooted whenever there are strong
typhoons," de la Pefa said in a taped report aired in the afternoon.

The DOST's Forest Products Research and Development Institute (FPRDI) studied the
physical and mechanical properties of such trees as nangka, santol, durian, and marang.

Underutilized antipolo and batino trees were also studied.
"All the fruit-bearing species in the study showed low to medium volumetric shrinkage,
indicating insignificant movement of the wood during drying. This is an important property when

processing wood into high-end products that need high dimensional stability," he said.

The FPRDI suggested that wood from nangka, santol, and antipolo trees be used as
construction materials that require moderately low strength.

The three species have the same physical and mechanical properties, de la Pefa added.

Researchers likewise found that the batino could be a source of timber for medium to heavy
construction due to its moderately high strength and medium volumetric shrinkage.

For light construction, he said durian and marang could be used as alternatives.
Senile nangka, santol, and durian trees, on the other hand, can be cut into timber.

Old trees that are unable to produce a substantial number of fruits are considered senile.
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De la Pefia noted that since trees can be used for specific purposes based on their properties,
they have the potential to be used for new wood applications.

"This is why knowing their physical and mechanical properties is crucial in determining their
use as possible commercial timber substitutes,” he said. (PNA)

Source: https://www.pna.gov.ph/articles/1175328
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BFAR helps rehabilitate Marilao river thru
mangrove planting

By Zorayda Tecson May 27, 2022, 8:44 pm

|

MANGROVE PLANTING. Fisherfolk plant mangrov propagules in Nagbalon village, Marilao town in Bulacan on Friday (May 27,

2022). This is part of the government's effort to help improve the quality of water in the Marilao river and the same time, prevent
flooding and serve as a breeding ground for fish. (Photo courtesy of BFAR-3)

CITY OF SAN FERNANDO, Pampanga — About 8,000 mangrove shoots will be planted in
Barangay Nagbalon in Marilao, Bulacan as part of long-term measures to improve the quality
of water in the town's major river.

Wilfredo Cruz, director of the Bureau of Fisheries and Aquatic Resources (BFAR) 3 (Central
Luzon), said Friday that 60 fisherfolk were taught how to properly plant mangroves around the
Nagbalon creek, a minor water channel of the Marilao river, which in total will cover a hectare
of rehabilitated mangrove area.

“Mangroves can prevent storm surge, serve as the breeding ground for fish, and at the same
time, protect the dike,” Cruz said in a video interview.

Arlene Morales-Mendoza, officer-in-charge of BFAR’s Fisheries Resource Management
Section, said mangroves could also improve the quality of water and help avert flooding.

“Makakatulong po ito sa tubig para maging malinis. Alam naman po natin ang kulay ng ating
ilog. So, sa takdang panahon, kapag lumaki na ang bakawan, ito ay makakatulong para mag-
recycle ng tubig. Makakatulong sa palaisdaan and at the same time, sa kapaligiran (It can help
make the water clean. We know the color of our river. In due time, once the mangroves have
grown, they can help recycle the water. They can help the fishpond and at the same time, the
environment),” Morales-Mendoza said.

Marilao Mayor Ricardo Silvestre thanked the BFAR, citing the importance of mangroves in
preventing soil erosion and flooding in the coastal areas.

“Napakahalaga ng bakawan dahil una, ito ay pamamahayan ng mga isda. Kaya napaka-
imporante ng bakawan dabhil ito rin ay magiging lilim ng mga isda (Mangroves are very
important, first, because they serve as a breeding area of fish. These mangroves are also
important because they serve as shade for fish),” Silvestre said.

According to BFAR-3's Coastal Resource Management Unit, mangroves are expected to be
fully grown in five to 10 years.

About one million mangrove propagules have been planted in some areas of Central Luzon in
the past five years. (PNA)

Source: https://www.pna.gov.ph/articles/1175327
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Masungi Georeserve’s Billie Dumaliang among
Forbes 30 Under 30 in Asia 2022

Masungi Georeserve Foundation’s advocacy officer and trustee Billie Dumaliang has been
included in the prestigious “Forbes 30 Under 30” in Asia in 2022.

Dumaliang was named under the social impact category for “systemically and sustainably
transforming education, business and beyond.”

Forbes’ seventh annual “30 Under 30 Asia” list features 300 young entrepreneurs, leaders and
trailblazers across the Asia-Pacific region, all under the age of 30, who are inspiring change
and driving innovation in their respective fields amid the challenges brought about by the Covid-
19 pandemic.

It said the 2022 list featured a diverse set of honorees selected from over 4,000 nominations.
“This select group of relentless individuals are disrupting industries and tackling major global
issues,” said Forbes.

“The criteria for honorees making the list include their demonstration of leadership, how they
embody the entrepreneurial spirit that is synonymous with Forbes, and their potential of
success in their industry. Other factors like innovation, disruption—and size and growth of their
ventures in some categories—play a role in making the final decision,” it added.

In a statement, Dumaliang said she dedicated the recognition to their “entire team and rangers
who are holding the line at Masungi.”

“It shows that our work and innovative approaches continue to be recognized and supported
by the international community,” she said.

Masungi Georeserve Foundation conserves a limestone forest heavily threatened by quarrying,
illegal structures, and corruption. In 2017, it embarked on a mission to restore 2,700 hectares
of degraded watershed areas surrounding Masungi through a landmark agreement with the
Department of Environment and Natural Resources.

Bilie and her sister Ann Dumaliang were also recognized as awardees of Vanity Fair's
Changing Your Mind Awards in 2021.

In 2018, the team at Masungi Georeserve Foundation received a Special Commendation for
Innovation in Conservation Financing and Resourcing at the UN Convention on Biological
Diversity held in Sharm el Sheikh, Egypt. According to a report by the UN Development
Programme, the gap for biodiversity financing in the Philippines is at a staggering 80%. — RC,
GMA News

Source: https://www.gmanetwork.com/news/lifestyle/content/833071/masungi-georeserve-s-

billie-dumaliang-among-forbes-30-under-30-in-asia-2022/story/?fbclid=IwAR3043UGoKF2L -
Kclk27FJTalSafZFTYp-P-LTHi7zi-MGGQxQ3EQJJ1flw
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AN official of the Department of Agriculture (DA) Davao Region allayed fears that the Avian
Influenza (Al) or bird flu might affect the survivability of the Philippine Eagle.

Dr. Karl Pineda, representing the livestock division of the field unit operation of DA-Davao, said
the Avian Influenza might contaminate poultry products like chicken and ducks but it does not
affect the haven of the Philippine Eagle.

He said most of the time, the bird flu virus thrives on the plain areas while the Philippine Eagles’
haven IS in the forest.

“The eagles are far from the areas where the [bird flu] virus thrives on poultries in the plain,”
Pineda said.

He said the tracks of migratory birds which are the carriers of the bird flu virus are far from the
places where the eagles fly.

Pineda said the bird flu virus contaminates through the droppings of migratory birds.

He recalled that the Regional Disaster Risk Reduction and Management Council in Davao
Region issued a resolution activating the Regional Task Force on the Zoonotic Diseases for all
agency members and local government units to implement measures and support the task
force by all means and to include security and border control among others in order to prevent
the entry of the Al in the region.

Pineda revealed that the DA-Davao received a report from the Bureau of Animal Industry last
April 1, 2022 of the laboratory test result from the grazing ducks owned by a farmer in
Magsaysay, Davao del Sur which reflected positive for Avian Influenza.

“The nature of rearing of the Al-affected flock owned by the affected farm is primarily grazing
transitory ducks, so he traveled the flock from Koronadal City, South Cotabato to Magsaysay,
Davao del Sur during the harvest season from the last week of February 2022. He is a resident
of Purok Kinalawi 1, President Quirino, Sultan Kudarat,” he said.

Pineda said that on April 2, 2022, a composite team of DA-Davao, Bureau of Animal Industry,
Veterinary Quarantine Services-Davao and the Provincial Veterinarian of Davao del Sr visited
Barangay San Isidro, in Magsaysay, Davao del Sur to meet the Municipal Agricultural Officer
and the barangay officials of San Isidro.

He said on April 3, 2022, depopulation of the affected flock of ducks commenced, wherein
3,008 heads of grazing docks were culled using carbon dioxide and were disposed accordingly
in the vicinity. (PR)

Source: https://www.sunstar.com.ph/article/1930305/davao/local-news/da-allays-fears-on-
avian-flu-infecting-ph-eagle
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May mga nag-aalaga ng parrot na daan-daang libong piso ang halaga ngunit hinahayaan
lang pakawalan at paliparin.

Dumaan ang mga ito sa matinding training para makabalik sa kanilang amo.

Para sa iba pang mga balita, magtungo lamang sa news.abs-cbn.com.

See Translation

O0% 127 2 Comments 8 Shares

Source: https://www.facebook.com/abscbnNEWS/videos/515871056694044
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Strawberry farms threaten Spanish wetlands

Agence France-Presse / 07:38 PM May 27,2022

Tourists visit the Donana Natural Park in Ayamonte, Huelva, on May 19, 2022. — The huge Donana National Park,
home to one of Europe’s largest wetlands, is threatened by intensive farming. Water supplies to the park have
declined dramatically due to climate change and the over-extraction of water by neighboring strawberry farms,
often through illegal wells, scientists say. Huelva, the drought-prone province where the park is located, produces
300,000 tonnes of strawberries a year, 90 percent of Spain’s output. (Photo by JORGE GUERRERO / AFP)

Donana National Park, Spain — Standing in the middle of a stretch of land surrounded by
dunes and pine forest, Juan Romero examines the cracked ground then stares at the dusty
horizon.

“It's dry... really dry,” the retired teacher said at the huge Donana National Park in southern
Spain, home to one of Europe’s largest wetlands, which is threatened by intensive farming.

“At this time of the year this should be covered with water and full of flamingos,” added Romero,
a member of Save Donana, a group that has been fighting for years to protect the park.

Water supplies to the park have declined dramatically due to climate change and the over-
extraction of water by neighboring strawberry farms, often through illegal wells, scientists say.

The situation could soon get worse as the regional government of Andalusia, where Donana is
located, has proposed expanding irrigation rights for strawberry farmers near the park.

It's a battle pitting environmentalists against politicians and farmers, and the proposal to widen
irrigation rights has drawn backlash from the EU, the UN and major European grocery store
chains.

The proposal would regularize nearly 1,900 hectares (4,700 acres) of berry farmland currently
irrigated by illegal wells, said Juanjo Carmona of the local branch of the World Wildlife Fund for
Nature (WWF).

“For Donana it would be a disaster,” he added.

The park, whose diverse ecosystem of lagoons, marshes, forests and dunes stretch across
100,000 hectares, is on the migratory route of millions of birds each year and is home for many
rare species such as the Iberian lynx.

“Donana is a paradise for migrating birds. But this ecosystem is threatened,” said Romero.
The driving force behind the plan to extend irrigation rights is the conservative Popular Party
(PP), which governs the southern region of Andalusia with the support of far-right party Vox.


https://newsinfo.inquirer.net/source/agence-france-presse
https://newsinfo.inquirer.net/?p=1603359#ixzz7UXHws2Hl
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The plan’s fate will be decided after a snap poll in Andalusia on June 19 but with both parties
riding high in the polls the controversial proposal looks set to go head.

‘Red gold’
Defenders of the proposal argue it will aid those who unfairly missed out during a previous
regularization of farms in the area put in place in 2014 under a Socialist government.

About 9,000 hectares of farms were regularized but another 2,000 hectares that started being
farmed after 2004 were deemed illegal.

“This plan was badly done. It should have used 2014 as the cut-off date,” said Rafael Segovia,
a lawmaker with Vox in Andalusia’s outgoing regional parliament.

The proposed amnesty “does not present any danger for Donana,” Segovia said, adding people
should take into account the “economic importance of the sector.”

Huelva, the drought-prone province where the park is located, produces 300,000 tonnes of
strawberries a year, 90 percent of Spain’s output.

Known locally as “red gold”, strawberry farming employs some 100,000 people and accounts
for nearly eight percent of Andalusia’s economic output.

UNESCO, the UN'’s cultural agency, has designated the park one of its World Heritage sites
and has called for illegal farms near Donana to be dismantled.

It has warned that the regional government’s plan would have an impact that would be “difficult
to reverse”.

The European Commission has also weighed in.

The plan’s fate will be decided after a snap poll in Andalusia on June 19 but with both parties
riding high in the polls the controversial proposal looks set to go head.

It has threatened to impose “hefty fines” if any steps were taken to extract more water from
Donana park after a European court ruling last year scolded Spain for not protecting its
ecosystem.

And around 20 European supermarket chains, including Lidl, Aldi and Sainsbury’s, sent the
regional government a letter urging it to abandon the plan.

‘Ruin us’

Consumers may get the impression that all strawberries in Huelva come from illegal farms, said
Manuel Delgado, the spokesman of an association that represents some 300 local farms.
“This situation will likely cause a major reputational problem,” he said.

The group, the association of farmers Puerta de Donana, argues the plan to extend irrigation
rights would “only serve the interests of a minority”.

“Water resources are limited,” said Delgado, who fears farms will be forced to drastically reduce
the amount of land they cultivate due to a lack of water.

“That would ruin us,” he said.
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Backers of the plan, including other larger farmers’ associations, reject these concerns.
“There is no water problem in Huelva, it's a lie,” said Segovia, the Vox lawmaker.

He said water could be diverted to the province’s farms from the Guadiana River on the border
with Portugal, a solution rejected as “not sustainable” by the WWF.

“When there is no rain, there is no rain everywhere,” said the WWF’s Carmona, adding Spain
should instead rethink its agricultural model.

Passions are running high. Romero said ecologists who oppose the plan have received death
threats.

“Without radical changes to curb the overexploitation of water resources, Donana will be a
desert,” he said.

Source: https://newsinfo.inquirer.net/1603359/strawberry-farms-threaten-spanish-wetlands
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Finance faces new nature-positive disclosure
requirements

May 27,2022 | 3:03 pm

PHILSTAR

DAVOS, Switzerland — Financial firms already struggling with climate-compliance due to
unclear measurement metrics will soon face new disclosure requirements for biodiversity, or
nature-related, investments.

“Nature is a financial risk for business,” Elizabeth Mrema, co-chair of the Taskforce on Nature-
related Financial Disclosures (TNFD), told the Reuters Global Markets Forum, adding that $10
trillion is accrued every year from nature.

The TNFD working group is putting together metrics to measure biodiversity targets in
consultation with industry and financial institutions. Its post-2020 Biodiversity Framework is
expected to be adopted later this year.

“It's about accountability. You cannot improve what you cannot measure. What gets measured
gets done. We need that robust measurement system,” said Daniel Stander, deputy chair of
the Resilient Cities Network.

The framework will ask financial institutions and corporate bodies to shift their financial flows
from nature-negative to nature-positive outcomes.

Another metric will ask the private sector to repurpose and redirect harmful subsidies, worth
over $500 billion a year.

“Biodiversity is getting higher on the agenda,” said David Knibbe, CEO of Dutch insurer NN
Group NV, which has 200 billion euros ($214 billion) in assets under management and is active
in sustainable finance.

“If we get biodiversity problems, let's say the ecosystem is being disturbed, that could lead to
food shortages and instability,” Mr. Knibbe said, adding that NN plans to engage with
companies so that the insurer can track their progress.

“The good news is quite a few of the biodiversity projects go hand-in-hand with the climate
projects,” Mr. Knibbe said. — Reuters

Source: https://www.bworldonline.com/world/2022/05/27/451248/finance-faces-new-nature-
positive-disclosure-

requirements/?fbclid=IwAR1p46GTOINSIEGwW2v7 Xw1fW34TxmUAD5SQVypmx_sXDGizX
fJ3qiB5bWY
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Singapore lab cracks down on wildlife
traffickers with forensic tech

A wildlife forensics laboratory launched in Singapore last year is
making breakthroughs in tracking down criminal syndicates
trafficking in wildlife.

A 4

Since the official opening of the Centre for Wildlife Forensics in August 2021, 14 people have been arrested using evidence
gathered by the lab. These arrests, all in China, stemmed from pangolin and ivory seizures in 2019. Image: flowcomm, CC BY-SA
3.0, via_Flickr.

By Claire Turrell, Mongabay.com 6 minute readMay 27, 2022

“Initially we were all excited because we had intercepted a record-breaking ivory shipment,”
says veterinarian Charlene Fernandez of Singapore’s new Centre for Wildlife Forensics. “But
when we started carrying the tusks one by one into this room to process, everyone suddenly
became very quiet. A lot of the researchers started leaving the room as they couldn’t take the
sight of the elephant graveyard in front of them.”

After a decade of working in veterinary pathology, it was the first time that the Cornell alumna
had seen anything so upsetting.

In July 2019, authorities in Singapore had seized 8.8 metric tons of ivory en route to Vietnam
aboard a shipment from the Democratic Republic of Congo. Now, following the opening of the
centre in August 2021, it was the job of Fernandez’s team to analyze it.

What they didn’t realise at that time was that their work would become part of a breakthrough
study, which used the same mode of forensic science adopted to arrest the Golden State Killer.
The US serial killer and rapist, who was arrested in 2018 and sentenced in 2020, was caught
by using technology to trace family trees. But instead of serial killers, the Singapore wildlife
centre’s DNA findings would be used to catch poachers.

There is an undisputed clear link between the trafficking of wildlife and the risk of future zoonotic
diseases and pathogens emerging. Now is the time to address this.
Scott Roberton, executive director for counter wildlife trafficking, Wildlife Conservation Society

One-third of the world’s shipping containers pass through the port of Singapore, so the city-
state’s anti-poaching efforts are key in the fight against wildlife trafficking.

After taking samples for research, the Singapore government destroyed the 8.8-metric-ton ivory
haul on a live broadcast to show the poachers they meant business. But they knew that they
needed to do more.


https://www.flickr.com/photos/flowcomm/
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“Apart from seizing, crushing and destroying, we need to contribute to the international
community somehow,” says Anna Wong, director of wildlife trade at the government-run
National Parks Board (NParks), who helped spearhead the record seizure. “So that is why the
Centre for Wildlife Forensics was established to collect this vital data, which could be
disseminated to the source and destination countries so they can do their part as well.”

The centre aims to become the first laboratory of its kind in Asia that's approved by CITES, the
global convention on the wildlife trade.

Forensics used against wildlife traffickers

Located in the northern farming region of Singapore, the state-of-the-art lab is the antithesis of
its leafy surrounds. Researchers are clothed head to foot in PPE garb as they navigate what
looks like a ship’s galley with sliding glass doors marking the entrance to individual research
labs.

Here, they analyze the flora and fauna found in seized shipments. The team is supported by a
K9 unit, which patrols Singapore’s borders and has been trained to detect ivory and pangolin
scales in shipments, and a catalogue of wood species housed at the Singapore Botanic
Gardens. The timber specimens in this catalogue, known as a xylarium, can be compared
against seizures to help identify suspect wood and stop illegal logging.

Each plant or animal sample brought to the centre is processed the same way. First, scientists
treat it with liquid nitrogen to make it brittle, and then use a magnetic compactor to reduce the
sample to a powder. The powder then goes on a journey along the white-walled corridor of
laboratories. A roboticised machine, the QIA Symphony, extracts DNA from the powder — it
can do 90 samples in 80 minutes — and then the DNA is multiplied in the amplification room to
aid testing.

If the sample is ivory, researchers then check the DNA against a genetic reference map to
confirm the species of elephant, and where it originated.

At less than a year old, the centre is still making constant discoveries. Not only have the
researchers found they can extract DNA from samples weighing as little as 2 grams (less than
a tenth of an ounce), but they can also remove DNA from decrepit artefacts, such as a 40-year-
old whale shark.

While elephant ivory and pangolin seizures account for much of its workload, the centre has
also received rhino horns, shark fins and sea cucumbers.

The team has continued to seek out more specialised equipment to speed up the process. The
guicker they can get results, the faster they can stop traffickers, goes the thinking.

“Previously, when we had small seizures, we would have to send the samples away to get them
tested and verified so we could use the results in court,” Wong says. “It could take two to three
months to coordinate. Now we can turn it around within days.”

Since the official opening of the Centre for Wildlife Forensics in August 2021, 14 people have
been arrested using evidence gathered by the lab, Wong says. These arrests, all in China,
stemmed from pangolin and ivory seizures in 2019.

And many more suspected traffickers may soon follow, thanks to the lab’s partnership with US
conservation biologist Samuel Wasser. A professor at the University of Washington, whom The
New York Times called “the Sherlock Holmes of the wildlife trade,” Wasser has studied
elephants for more than 20 years.


https://news.mongabay.com/list/wildlife-trade/
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In his lab in Seattle, he carries out forensic analysis using DNA to determine the origins of
seized ivory. He created the elephant genetic reference map used by the Singapore lab, and
can take a tusk from anywhere in Africa and place it to within 290 kilometres (180 miles) of its
origin.

Finding criminal organisations like links in a chain

Wasser analyzed his first ivory seizure in Singapore in 2002. And it was here that he made one
of his biggest breakthroughs. When studying seized shipments in 2015, he realised that a lot
of the tusks didn’'t have a pair, so he and his team looked for them in other seizures made in
Hong Kong, Malaysia, the Philippines, Thailand and Vietnam. This allowed them to connect the
shipments.

It also helped highlight the emergence of a new smuggling hotspot in the Kavango-Zambezi
Transfrontier Conservation Area (KAZA TFCA), which covers the border region between the
Southern African countries of Angola, Botswana, Namibia, Zambia and Zimbabwe. The KAZA
TFCA is home to 230,000 of the remaining 415,000 elephants in Africa. But getting both tusks
could sometimes prove difficult, as Wasser would need each country to give him access to the
shipments. Moreover, analyzing each seizure can cost $50,000.

Then Wasser had another breakthrough.

In March 2022, Wasser published a study in Nature Human Behaviour, co-authored by Wong
and Fernandez, that showed they could use the same tool that was used to catch the Golden
State Killer to catch the criminal syndicates trafficking wildlife. The tool is called familial
searchers. To catch the Golden State Killer, US authorities took DNA from the crime scene and
compared against the criminal database to find a close relative. Similarly, Wasser compared
the DNA from seized ivory to link shipments.

“As females often stay in the family group for their entire life and males leave, but don’t go that
far, we were able to link dozens and dozens of shipments to the same trafficking network,”
Wasser says. “We were able to pull together the whole criminal organisation like links in a
chain.”

The results are now part of ongoing US Department of Homeland Security investigations.

“If the criminals use US currency, you can get to their bank accounts, seize their assets and
cut the legs out from underneath them,” Wasser says.

Wasser and the Singapore team are now furthering their research by creating a genetic
reference map for all eight pangolin species, since 25 per cent of all the large pangolin seizures
are shipped with large ivory seizures.

“We are now figuring out how the trafficker accumulates all this material from two species with
drastically different life histories. If we can do this, we get to uncover a lot of the strategies being
used to move their product,” Wasser says.

Scott Roberton, executive director for counter wildlife trafficking at the Wildlife Conservation
Society, calls the launch of the new forensic lab in Singapore significant.

“The inclusion of forensics in strengthening the prosecution of wildlife trafficking is vital,” he
says. “Professionalizing how those cases can move through the court and the judicial system
is really important.”

Roberton, who has worked in conservation in Southeast Asia for 22 years, says the Covid-19
pandemic, with its links to the wildlife trade, makes action on wildlife trafficking all the more
imperative.


https://www.nature.com/articles/s41562-021-01267-6
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“There has never been a more opportune moment for governments, society, academics and
media to focus in on wildlife trafficking,” he says. “There is an undisputed clear link between
the trafficking of wildlife and the risk of future zoonotic diseases and pathogens emerging. Now
is the time to address this.”

This story was published with permission from Mongabay.com.

Source: https://www.eco-business.com/news/singapore-lab-cracks-down-on-wildlife-
traffickers-with-forensic-tech/



https://news.mongabay.com/2022/05/in-singapore-a-forensics-lab-wields-csi-like-tech-against-wildlife-traffickers/
https://www.eco-business.com/news/singapore-lab-cracks-down-on-wildlife-traffickers-with-forensic-tech/
https://www.eco-business.com/news/singapore-lab-cracks-down-on-wildlife-traffickers-with-forensic-tech/
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Palawan local | gov’t won’t yleld

on halted Coron [eclamatlon
project

But DENR says local execs can face sanctions for environmental Jaw violations

By Ramar Miranda
and Nestor Corrales
@l aam nquirar

FUCRTS PRINCCSACTY—=The
grovieciel goveramear of Uals
wzn is not tasing the shtod:wn
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ar £a2 igland tows nFn,nrn- c'r-
ting dowo cven as e Dogiel
mans af Tnvironman: ard Nar-
vral Wesodcrs (D=NE) said it
vroud have to “pass dhrough an
vy of 3 needle” o reverse the
canzrliation of its tryvirenmen
al compilanae 2errifcare (TOCL
Lawval Clhnstier. {3y Lo
ca, zrovineal informadon officer,
said dw prosingial govrooosas
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Jativy nder fue Jwe project e
way aready haleed evan befors
the LENFE revaiees the OO and
Pr.oc to D Sscance of D gase
anc. cdesist crder by the Philippine
Reliewarias Anthacry
“Lhe pravincia. governmant
of Zzlawan has suspendzd all
raclamation activitias ac Coron
Bay since Fezrwary 2c21 Rest
assuced taa: this stacus gue wil

be maircaires undi 3l the rec-
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suild cu Wedieslay,

Transition
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nagarive erwiranments! Imnace.

Ve pooge, statted i 207
by Jormer Gov, foel Rewes wiac
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Sow faea Avaray cansrued with
L preical” Contan saidl.

Lapses

Berwaen 201z anc 2013, the
propect was tudted due o Vack of
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e P livies in Sonee ol proser.
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Leones sad the DENR was
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oo tuw,
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would be fale Fasie f dwy v
latxd provision of the Nuticoal
Tregiaiad Foorecred Arend 3gs-
et law 2nd T2 C.€an Water Act
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have been coealy annitvied (L
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Ivard L0 i Sul o2 teally 2ored

huasy sirrecsing the
silailion " Lenuss aoded.
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he said, adding thal e Lewn
Ceviy e DENR wlio foapeoced
*aa giTe wers surprised tasc che
caclacoation oo pec: was rushed

“WNe were shockod. During
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Zatmand recleln.” he furder said,

D My 12 Jue Ascd Silin,
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canceled the EOX fer the sieka
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DENR stops quarrying,

in Masungi Georeserve

THE Department of Environ.
ment and Natural Resouices
DENR) formally ordered on
Wednesday the suspension of
‘he mineral production shar-
ing agreeiment (MPSA) ol three
large-scale companies allegedly
gm.roa'.hiug on the Masungi
Georeserve in Rizal.
. In a virwal presser. Acting En
yironment Secretary [im Sampul-
na said they have sccured three
Sf‘pﬂl'aﬂ’ rontract suspmimm in
Rapid Cily delt\ and Develop:

1@5& Corp.. Quimson Liniestope
nc. and Quarry ock Group Inc.
| Despite encroachment allega
uuns Sampulm clarified that
ﬂmse companies have been nun
9perationad since 2004,

| “Due to the numerous arising
issues published in the newspa-
pers. pecple who are allegedly
camplaining, so they devided to
voluntacily vease operations,” he
$aid in Filipina.
; Separate notices indicate al-

legations against their MPSAs
o be “void fron the beginning”
and “do not have prier rights,”
among others,

I am suspending the opera-
tivn of those three MF5As and
removing the campanies’ au-
thurily to operate to remove the

" public's speculation,” he added.

An MP84 is a type of mineral

agreament where the state grants |

the contracior the right Lo mine
over an area, provided mpt there
will be gm'em ment shal e i Uie
CONLIALLOL'S prod

‘Meanwhile, the DE
they will investigate another
alleped illegal Guarrying in the
Upper Marikina river basin pro-
tected landscape.

“We will be ordering an in-
vestigation if thete are any vu-
poing illegal quarrying opera-
tions despite the suspensions,”
DENR-Mines and Crosciences
Bureau Director Wilfredo Mon-
cano said. PNA

R 'safff '



N SIWATEIC |7] =] 5 G
§ COVMMUNICATION n.» PAGET  BANNEL  EUIORAL  CAKIGON
AND sty gon
R I |y| A TV uSIIless l'l.or M‘ u

R Srn
P

SERVICR wimnaseryrmre e AR lririal ik SOONTS e 05 ~-2 g o~ ? 2

Wie: PAGE //l - DAIL

D I F -

By JonaTHAN [ MAYUGA

A ————— et e e

HE government, through the

Mines and Geosciences Bureau

(MGR) of the Department of
Environment and Natural Resources
(DENR), is allocating a huge amount
of resources to rehabilitate so-called
legacy mines, ot mines that were
abandoned and left idle by mining
companies, prior to the enactment of
Republic Act 7942, or the Philippine

Mmmg Act of 1995.

o

These lpgary mined lefl be-
hiné ugly ccars oa the environ-
meat. Taeir existence, accorling
to anti-mining and enviconmentzl
growps, is comipeling reasons why
mining in the Fhilippines ekonld
no longer he allewerl.

Lepgacy - mings can be classi-
fied inta tiwe: Abmndoned mines er
mines with no valid and existing
mining tenement, and none ur in-
coraplete rehahilitaiion was doag;
ame the factive mines or mines
with a pending application for ra-
newal and with valid ancd existing
mining lepement, but temporarily
stoppad operarom o under cace
and mamdhance due to opera
tional constraints (veluntary stop-
page) and suspension Grivolinlary
stoppage) ufupr'r-ﬂ Tir.

According to the DENR MGE,
there aree 11 adandoned mines
and six inarsive aines, which are
alse cilled poveroment mining
accate, subject o privatization ti
raise grech-needed revenucs by
the ~‘Ihun.g Privatization Office

{MEPQ) of the Department of Fi-
nance (DOF), ]

Using the open-pit mining
method; described by big mining
plavers in the Philippines as the
catest and most =0icient way o
extract mineral ores underneath
the varlh's surface, has lett forests
scraped and mountaings fattened,
critice have stredsed.

bventnally, to extract minerals
underneazh the curface, it leaves
bekind 2 giganticbew! that event-
ally berarme mananade lales if loft
idle by mining operators.at the end
of the mineslile.

Cantinuiny effort

M an interview with the Business-
Mirray, DENR-MG3 Director Wil-
tredo Morcano said the vehabiliza-
tion of these abandoned mimes ixa
continuing cffort and, so far, oneof

the abandoned mines has already'

heen rehabilitared,

Moncane said these aban-
doned mines were toleratad under
the ahl law, bul under the new law,
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such woll not happeaapain,

‘Ihe olid law, he explained, dous
nof yequire fiiting companiec to
allocate funds for the final mine
rebabilitacion program, unlike the
cuzrent mining law.

The Philippinc Mining Al of
1885 requires the implementation
of pregressive rehashili-abon of
mind-mt areac. 1t zlso reguiney A
company to come up with a final
mive rehabilitition program, for
which it must 21lot funds, before it
begins mining operations.

There are 11 ot these legacy
mines in various parts of the
country, which the povernment
is now duty-bound to rebabilitate
because they were abandoned by
mining companies thal nperated
under an old mining law that
did nul require them to allocate
funds for the purpose.

Data from the Mine Rehabili-
tation Section of the Mine Safoty,
Eaviromment and Social Develop-
ment Division ot‘the DENR MGB
revealed that since 2008, tha gov
vrnment has so far spent close to
P17 million for the implemernia-
tion of its Mine Rebahilitation Pro

gram (MRP).

Brom 2008 ro 2017, forinstance,
a tolal of PR3 million was spent o
rehabilicate (hiws Bagacay Mines in
Hirabangan, Sanar. The rehabilits-
fiom mvolves the reforestation or
revepelation using assisted natural
regeneration, he establishrent of
a phytoremediation sile, and the
constrution of a diversion channel/
pipeline to reduce: [he amount of suy-
tace water Auwing i the mined-our

arcas, to reduce the gencration of

acid mite drainage or rusoff pro-
diced when watcer usmies in contact
with exposed rocks containing sul-
fur-bearing minerals that react with
water and air o form sulfuric zcid
and dissolved ircm.

Acidic run-off dissolves heavy
melzls, incinding copper, lead and

races
ory

namnt llllﬂﬂ'l!l Cm
05 -28-22

mercury, which pellute ground and

surface water, sucl an rivers and |

coastal marine waters. :
Anather engeing rehabilita-
tion in Puerto Princesa aims <o
undo the environmental damage
from the OQuicksilver Mines Inc.
in the area, and has so far cost che
governient close ta Po0 milliun.
The rehabilitzlion, which
stazted in 2015, 15 now on ity ser-

- ¢nd phase amd the works done so

far irclude the consbruction of
the peripheral feuce, conitaring
of waler guality, tiscue analysis uf
berrestrizl and aquatic bicta, and
health impact asssssment for the
Fhasc 1.

Another rehabilitation  ini-
tiative invalves the control and
management of mercnry contami-
nation ia Santa Lourdes, Puerto
Princesa;  phytostabilizazion of
mercury-conlsminated arcas us-
ing forest tree specics with heavy
metal  arevmulation  potendial;
phytoremediation  of mercury-
contaminated water, polentials of
pull bugs as zoe-scahilization tech-
nology tov mercury and soil ampe
linrztors in the pit J2ks arsa; and
organic filter media for mescury
adzorption of pit lake ol the mines.

Finding the solution

SQUGHT for commenl. Rocky Di-
maculangan, vice presidenl for
communication of the Chamber of
Mines of the Fhilippines (COMP),
saic. the solution offered by privare
mining companies Lo address the
so walled legacy mines is for the
government 1n allow the compa-
nies to conduct mining operations
and extract semaining rinerzals i
thoese sveas,

Ile said umder the new law,
mining companies will then bé
compelledd  ro rehabilitate  the
srines,

“Aside from gencrating much-
needed revenues, mining wormpa-

B S s - ]
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aigs, undeethe Miniog Act, will then
rchabilitaze the mines,"” he said.

Apparently, Moncano ssid this
ig what the goveznment is deing in
the case of the six inactive minec
of government mining ascets that
we';e abandoned hy m‘fnirné Ol
panies. These mmes, he said, still
have buge nhoeral  reserves—
I cnough for mining companies to
profit from.

“What Rocly [Dimacslangan]
is talking about are the imactive
manes. Ja fact, the DOD is now in
the pracess of bidding ot one ol
the mines to generate revenues,”
explained Moncano.

One such government min
mg asser is the mming project in
Negros Orienlzl, which was aban-
dened by Basay Mining Corp. in
1583 for lacl of funds.

Tt =11 has 105 millicn tons of
copper ore aud could generate at

IST OF ‘LEGACY

‘Government targets rehabilitation of 11 abandoned mine sites
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| Jeast P1 billion, but sore legal jo-

sues remnadn unvesolved, hindering
ils privatization.

With the governtsent now al-
lowing open-pit mining methods,
the DERR-MOGR has rommilled
Ly steictly monitor mining opera-
tions, particularly the Tampakan
copper-gold project in Soutk Co-
tabato, as part of environmental
prolechine smd rehalilitation ubli
[pations once it YE5WINES operations.

DENR Acting Secretary Jim Q.
Sampulna made the commitment
follewing the amendment of the
Envircnment Code of South Co-
tabato, which [ifted the open-pit
mining ban i the province.

This develuprment evenl nally
allows Sapittarius Mines Inc., pro-
ponent of the lampakan copper-
gold. praject, to proceed with the
duveloprment of the area, and pro-
ceed wath a commercial operation.
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Responsible mining

[ast December, the Department of Environment and
Natural Resources (DENR) Hifled the four year ban on
the open-pit method of mining, for copper, gold, silver
and complex ams in the country,

According to the DENR, open-pit wining is 2 glob
ally accepted method of mining and the most feasible
option tor micing, near-surface or shallow ore deposits,

Department cfficials explained that the lifting of
the ban is meant to revitalize the mining industry and
usher in significont economic benells Lo the country

hy providing raw materials for the
H |DD EN r«nn‘-”&chrﬂl and d(j".".‘-l()pmeut uf
AGENDA

other industries aud by increas
ing erplay ment opporiunities in
rural areas.

The total ban was ardered by
termer DENR Secretary Cina Lo-
pez in 2017, citing the destruactive
nature and potential for disaster
of open-pit mining, aside from the
tacl that the method 15 a finanwvial
liability, poses risks Lo hosl com
muantlies, and kills the economic
potential of the community

According to Lopes, most min-
ing disasters in the couniry were due I the lailings
spills associated with apen-pil mining,

Department Creder 2007 10 noted that open-pilinines
cause sdverse impacts to the enviromment, particularly
due to the peneration ol acidic and for heavy metal-
Ladden waler, erosion of mine waste dumps ard /for
vulnerability of tailings dams to seological hazards.

It was meanl lo prevent a repeat of major mine tail-
ings zpills that contanuinated waterways in Marindique
in 1996 and in Penguet in 20172,

The Marcopper mining disaster in 1995 has been de-
svribed as one of the worst mining and environmental
disasters in Philippine history.

House Speaker | ord Allan Jay Velasco said the gov-
ernment should continue ta demand accountability
from Marcopper for ils irresponsible mining practices
that have caused irreparable damage to the enviromunent
and to the prople of Marinduque.

Bul Marcopper’s negligence as well as the unsustain-
able and danpgerous practices of a few irresponsible
miners should not penalize the whole indusiry and
millions of people whe depend onil.

Enviconment Secretary Roy Cimaty, in overtorning

e

the 2017 ban on open-pit mining last Dec. 23, believes

MARY ANN
LL. REYES

A A e A B

that there are methods and technologies that could |

held avoid or mitigate the negative impacts of open-
pil mining. ids

Cimata’s directive came eight months after President
Duterte lifted & moralorivm on new mining agreements
which was-imposged in 2012 by then President Benigno
Aquino 11l as part of efforts tu reform the mining sector.

One of the first major mining project to benefit from
the lifting of the open-pit mining ban would be Saggi-
tarins Mines' Tampakan Copper-Gold project in Sout
Catabata. ;

This was after the Sangguniany Panlalawigan of
soulh Cotabato amended the provinee’s Enviranmental
Code which eftectively lifted @ ban cn open-pit mining
and which paved the way lor the resumption of the
$5.9-billion mining project.

[

The Chamber of Mines of the l’hilipl_.\iues (COMT)
belicves that open-pil mines can be aperated safely
according to globally accepted slandards and can be
rehabililated properly ina manner that provides alter-
native and productive land ise afer the life of the mine.

According to COMUD, headed by its chairman Michael
loledo, better opportunibes ke ahead 1 South Cotabalo
and ather areas bom big-ticket mining proiccts,

[e =aid that together with Silangan and Kingking
{§2-billion project of St Augustine Gold and Capper Lid
inCompostela Valley) which are two other copper-goid
projects in Mindanao, Tampakoan would be a powerfal
vehicle lo achieve a vibrant, iulti-faceled local and re-
gional economy that pravides sustainable employment,
business opportunitics, and other social develupment
programes that will imorave and enhance the quality of
life of those living i these projects” host and neighbor
inyg communitics, '

Toledo noled that when these projects go full swing,
they can increase vearly national government revenues
by P17 hitlion @ year, local government revenues by 1.5
llion, exporls hy almest $2 billion, and social expen-
ditures by PEOD million per year, hut added that COMP
welcomes any repulatory changes that would allow the
revitalization of mining in the country

Fhe I'lnilipl.»inc.‘:'.‘; minirg potcntiél is still larpely
untapped. According, 1o the Mines and Geosciences
Bureang, more than a thitd of the country’s tatal land
area of 30 million hectares has been identified as having
hivh mineral putential, bul only less than five percent
of ils mineral reserves has been extracted so (ar.

To ensure the safe cordact uf open-pit mining, the
PENR in its new order lifting the ban requires |_)‘|;uim:t
proponents to ensure thal their method would net pase
any lacard o public hcalth and safety that mipht re-
sult from pround failawe or phiysical deterioration and
that it would not release any hazardous chiemicals into
the environment but adopting proven and acceptable
techniques to contrel it throegh internationally accepted
containment, collecton and Ireatmenl methods

As in any new law or set of ma'es or regulations,
implementation is the key. Mining companies should
never be allowed to just extracl nabane’s resources and
then leave the land permanently scarred withoul any
thought of the consequiences that their activities have
caused on the serroundings and the people around it

When T visited the Mt Isa Mines in Ausiralia befon,
the mining company many years before the life of the
mine ends 15 already in consullation with the commu-
nity 25 to whal 1o do with the buge hole created on the
ground by the epen pit mining p

ov ang accountability
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ory environment that will help
miniayg praciicss by learming

from the best practic oy other cocuntries.
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Pangasinan RE plam:g;
starts operations in ‘23

AHUH'!? Power Com. will begin

lhe_commuudl uperition of its

second salat pawer project in
Pangasinan in Juue 2023,

| In a statement on Iriday, the

said, through PV Sinag Power

C., i special purpose vehicle

f its unit Aboitiz Renewable

ne, {ARI) — the 133 meganalls

MW)-peak Lacag and Laoag 2

Snlar Project i Barangay laoag,

Aguilar, Panpasinan — will have a
capacity to produce 261 gigawatts-
hour of clean enerpy annually.
This is equivalent o the power
consumpuon of around 100,000
households in a vear.
AboitizPower said the bulk
of the penecation fom the solar
- puwer plant will be contracted
a retail company for 20 years.
| P¥ Sinag Power recently award
ed the engineering, procuecment
and construction contracts to
Sumec Complete Lquipment and
Engineering Co. I1d. for the Lanag
unit and Hansei Cowp. for he
lanag 2 unif.
. “Here at ARI, we are excited for
this incredible journey ahead with

onr second salar project in Panga-
sinun. Itmarks another significant
milestone of our increasing renew-

able enenmw portfolio in Support of

the country’s energy transition to
mnreenmmnmmhllysmtamable
sources,” ARI Executive Director
David §mith said.

Last Pebruary, AboitisPuwer
started the construction of the
94-MW sular power project in
Cayanga, Bugallon, Pangasinan,
which is targeted to be deliverad
by the fouith quacter of this year.

fts serond power venmure is 14
kilumeters away from the Cayan-
ga-Bugallon project.

“rhis project is proof thal
AboitizPower is well underway
in terms of our renewable en-
ergy grawth ambitions, We loak

_forward to its complerion se

we can continue to serve our
country's growing necds with
Zero-emissions renewable energy,
and contribute to achieving a
sustainable energy transition,”
said AboitizPower President and
Chief ixecutive Officer Emmanuel
Rnhm PNA

e | ¥
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Cheaper medicines

mezicdent-eléct Bonghong Mar-
vos’ plan for the Philippines
to partner with India in mak-
ing eneric drugs will considerably
bring down the cost of medicines.

“India is one of the largest
manufacturers of generic drugs.
We could go into partnership so
we could have production here in
the Philippines,” said Marcos after
meeting with Tndian Ambassador Shambhu Kumaran.

The cost of essential drugs is so prohibitive that the
poor can’t afford to buy them.

Agiant dmf%smre chain roportedly makes a profit of
1,000 percent for medicines such as those for diabetes,
hypertension, fever and infection.

“As an cxample, it a branded medicine for hyperten-
sion sold by a drugstore chain was P10(, the cost of the
same medicine of the same brand from India would
only cost P,

If the government set up a pharmacy in every town
ur city dispensing generic medicines from India, big
drug stores would be forced to bring duwn the prices
of their medicines,

The poor would greatly benefit from the low cost of
medicine as this scctor is prey to all kinds of sickness.

FF T A W e

The next climate change meetings will be held in
Stovkholm, Sweden from June 2 to 3, which President
Radrigo "Digong” Duterte plans to attend before he
steps down. )

e President has said he regretted not giving much
attention to climate change during his six-ycar term.

Climate chiange is caused by the degradation of the
environment due to massive deforestation, pollutivn of
waler, pround and air resoures, and other similar issues.

Air pallution is caused by carbon emissions from
facturies and motor vehicles,

Had Digong listened to this tolumnist early in his

inistratian, there would have been less air pollution
caused by motor vehicles now.

Most of the country’s trucks, buses, jeepneys, cars,
ships and boats are culprils in polluting our air.

If you're in an airplane above our capital city, you'll
ste Melrm Manila's skyline enveloped in have, which is
mastly caused by emissions from motor vehicles,

1 had suggested to the thon newly-elucted President
Digong in 2016 that his government give attention
to air pollution that causes lung ailments amaong the
population.
~ Digongsaid he would take my advice, butapparently
torgol aboutit..

Icare for clean air as T suffer from lung ailments —such
as coughing, runiny nose and sore throat—when the haze
over Metra Manila becomes thick.

; Wanting to contribule in a state of cleaner air quality;

accepted years ago the offer from Omstar Corp, based.
in I.G.'-? Angeles, L%hfomin, tor distribute D)(-lrl:I fuel and
oil edditives for motor vehicles,

Muost of the enuntry’s motor vehicles have old, defec-
tive engines which emit thick, black smoke from their
exhaust. :

Omstar 2X-1 reduces motaor vehicle emissions by as
much as 9 pervent.

=

- The war between Russia and Ukraine has

Thick, black smoke feom motor vehicles is caused by
defective engines, which is “cured” by DX-1 by acting
as a “melal soap™ for cylinder lubrication.

By cleaning the engine of impunties such as sludge,
DX-1 promutes a lunger working engine lifc and saves
on gasoline and diesel consumption by 10 ta 20 percent.

The Department of Environment and Natural Re-

sources (DENR) under the late secretary Gina Lopez

vas to have used DX-1 on all mator vehicles of the
department after intensive lests.
plan to use the prod uct on DENR vehicles didn’t
push through after Lopez’s appointment was not ap--
proved by the bicameral Conunissivn on Appoinfments.

Based on sucresstul tests by the DENR, 1 approached
the Land Transportation Office (LTO) to convince nwners
of matur vehicles who were rencwing their repistrations
to fry Omstar DX-1 for cleaner air.

Carruption — people asking for bribes —stopped me
from pursuing my deal with some government and pri-
vate agencies to use DX-1, which is cansidered “liquid
gold” 1n the US, some countries in Europe and Mexico,

This may sound like sourpraping, but I've witnessed
corruplion up ¢ ke and personal in the government, and
even in some private offices, because of DX-1.

Even if I wanted to close deals for DX-1, | enuldn’t
engage in bribery, as that would be violating Omstar
Corporation’s, policy. Giving bribes is anathema and
illegral to any US company.

Adecade ago, Inearly closed a deal with Iran to sup-
ply that country with Omstar DX-1.

An [ranian official with the rank of minister surrepti-
tiously came to Manila to talk with me and my principals
from Califnenia.

Iran, | learned from the minister, is one of the mast
polluted countries in the world.

The deal didn't push through because ot iran’s prob-
lematic relations with the US, the source of Omstar DX-1.

To contribute to cleaner air, my company has made
DX-1available in 30 ml bottles at P148 cach. Each bottle
is goud for 40 liters of gasoline or diesel.

‘Only ane Titer of DX-1 is necded for 71,2801 Jiters of
gavuline or diesel Its former brand name was D-1280%
hecause of the ratio. :

) onen-
tially raised the prices of grasoline, diesel and other fuel
products.

“Those wheo are using cars, you complain cvery day
that fuel prices are getting higher by the hour. The reason
fur the higher prices is we da not have our own. We are
importing the source of eneryy,” said President Digong.

May 1 humbly ofter Omstar DX-1 to motor ve}u'éfc
awners, including matoreyclists and tricycle drivers?

My 8<ylinder Tuyuta Land Cruiser, which is diesel-
fueled, runs like it's gasoline-fed. I save 20 percent on
fucl costs using DX-1. -

My friends whom I've convinced to use DX-1 on their
cars speak highly of the product.

My company delivers DX-1 through delivery outlets
like Lalamove and Grab in Melrm Manila, and LBC, JRS,
J&T in the provinces,

You may call 0915-926-3085, 0976-001-4413 or 0917-
801-3843 for inquiries.
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By DANESSA RIVERA

Abcitiz Power Corp. has
tapped Chirese firm SUMEC
Compleie Equipment and
Erginecring Ci. Lrd, and laczl
firm Henwel Corp. to build jts
second selar orolect in Pane
GEsinan. E
- AboitwrTower, hiroush
special purpose vehicle PV
Sinag Power Inw of subsid-
jary, Abnitiz Reneweblies
Inc. (ARD siencd chgineer-
Mg, procurement znd con-
struction (EPC; agreements
with Sumes Enginesring anc.
Hansel. )

[he sgmeenents caver the
direei currens and alternas-
ing current of the 159-rega-
watk peak (MWp) Lava;r snd
lanag I solar power projact
n dereiwsy Taoag, Ammiar,

Sur-er, wlich =oecizlizes
m EPC contractivg for 2oth
inlerztional and domistic
13 Loe core inember
CGnonp Corp.. sub-

imated te the Cantral Cov-
crament chirectly suscrvised
enterprisz Ching Vetonal
Macainery Industry Corp
(STNOMACEL.,

Or the ether hand, Fanse:
i» u Philippine-bagsd EPC as
well 25 of ion and (ain-
nee (O&W ) company and

2]

a
contraczar for elecirie power
ransTiIssIon, cistribvtion
ard suzstalion utilizes so-
wiczs thal suspor the zloba!
-nitiatives towards renesy-
able energv.

ART executive direciur
Devid Smith szid in s state-
ment that the vompany is

& suestainabie enerpry bransi
sar," Rubic added,

e company has 721 My
of renewablé ener;y arojects
under priority deva opinent,
which ae expected o com
mercially operate by 2024

excited for this incredible
journey ahead with the
woond solar protect in Pan-
fasinan

“It marks another siga:fi-
canl mileshone of our incrcas-
ing renewablie crergy pertfo-
lioinsupporiof the comby's
energy transizion lo mors
ervironmentzlly sustzinzhla
sources,” Smith sed.

The prajec: 15 the second
sala= venture of Aboitiz-
Power in Pangusnan, fol-
cowing the Cayanga Solar
power plant in the town ol
Buyrallen that {5 targeted o
rrart commertizl peraticns
by june next vear,

Thisisaleo the company’s
third eclar facility; includi
he 59 MWp ];'ldl |
laz City, Negros

Muajimty of the Lacag so-
s prant'e outbul is 2lresdy
contracted for 20 yezrs to a
icading ratail company i e
Philippines.

Once completed. the pro-
eIl is expected to generale
approximatelv 261 giguwatt-
hours (CWh} of ciean energy
anrually, gquivalent to the
vearly power consumplion
of aronad 100,000 zveraps
Filipino nouseholds.

Aroitizlower president
and CEQ Fmmanue! Ru-
bio sald *hat the project is
sronf that renew able énengry
arewth zmbition of the oos
peny is well underway

“We. look ferward o ity
completion so we ran can-
lince b serve our counlry’s
growing nectds with zero-
emigssione recewable cnergy,
end conbribute 1o achieving

L 20 -,'5

Aboili<Power kas set 3
10-year growsh strateqy tha:
ams o confrhute to a nlore
reiiable, cost-clficienr, and
sustairabic power ayatem for
the countrey.

|
> J
AARKER

0% -28-%%

AboitizPower taps partuers for solar farm in Pangasinan
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Nickel Asia targefs i(—)i%‘

—ilighe_r ore éales volume by 2025

By CATHERINE TALAVERA

T

Nivkel Asia Corp. aims to  grow its
nickel ore sales valome by 10 percent by
2025 as two mines arc settobegin produc-
Hon in the coming years.

“Over the next four years, we expecl
to grow our nickel vre sales volume
by deploying two new nickel mines,”
Nickel Asia VP for Public and Social
Affairs group Jose Bayani Baylon said
during the Philippine Stock Exchange

~ Gtrengthoning Access and Reach Taves-

tors Day forum.

- Among these new mines to be de-

loyed are the Dinapigue mine Isa-
Eel.a angd the mine in Manjcani island in
Guiuan, Hastern Samar.

The Dinapigue mine is sct to be

launched this vear, while the Manicani
minc is set to be deployed by 2024.

“These will compensate for the de-

pletion of our Hinatuan mine by 2023,"
Baylon said, referring to the project in

Hinatuan island m Surigao del Norte.
With the addition of the two mines,
Nickel Asia is targeting nickel ore sales
volume fo reach 19.775 million wet metric
tons (WM'L) by 2025, a 10 percent inczease
from the 17,935 million WMT sales vol-
umein 2021,
 Nickel Asta reported a 10 percent de-
cl;pe in nickel vres sales vol ul::w to 2.39
million WMT in the first quarter despite a
17 percent hike in revenues from the sale
of nickel to P3.32 billion.

3 ( oY 4’&5‘) D% i SRR
RESUMPTION OF MEINEING OPERATIONS: Residents of Manicani Island in
Eastern Samar aftand a brleﬂng_l?u?mmatlvoc of the Soclal Securlty System, Phil-
ippine Health Insurance Corp. and Philippine Statistica Authority in praparatian for job
requirements as Hinatuan Mining Corp., a subsidiary of listed firm Nickel Asia Corp.,
resumes operations of ita Manicanl Nickel Projact. ;

R LT
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| ILO urges measures

- to mitigate
impact of coal

phaseout on jobs -

The Philippines will need to implement meastires tu
mifigate the impacl of its shift away from coal on jobs, |
according to the International Labor Organization (11.0),

Inits report “Ajust energy Iransition in Southeast Asia
- The impacts of coal phase-oul onjobs,” the ILO said
countrics like the Philippines, Indonesia and Vietnam,
need to ensure anv phasevut of coal is matched by steps
lo address the effecl an emplovment.

The ILO identified the three countries as amang the
five economies with the highest levels of enal ronaump-
tHon in Southeast Asia. y -

“Indonesia and Vietnam are important coal produccrs
whale the Philippines relies heavily on coal imports,”
1LCY said.

Lt also said all three are vulnerable to dlimate change.

“In order to mitigate the negative sacio-econvmic ef~
lects of coal phase-out, il is essential that the governments
implement just transilion policies for affected popula--
tions,” said Cristina Martinez, ILO Senior Specialisl on
Environment and Decent Work. gL ;

She said it is important to maintain employment in .
regions whete coal produdtion is concentrated. h

“Howwever, this can be a large barricr against a transi-
tion away from coal, unless it is addrossed specifically
through targeted national suppurt for rogions atfected.
Polivies that arc adapted al the regional and local levels
- with theaim to create just transilian hotspots’ am af vital

importanee for a human-centred transition away from

coal“shesaid. N I e P

The report said the Philippines was the first ‘ountry
in the region (o announce a maratoriwm on new coal
puwer plants.

The moratorium is seen to put pressure on coal minirip

in the coming vears. : 4

“In the Philippines, a direct effect of the closuze uf all

mincs will be a decrease in wages (326 million in 2017
I prices), andanindirect cffect will be a decrease of $33 mil-

3

%Emnﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁwwmﬂﬁf“
(a 5 .

VORI
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 suppliecs of coal mines,”
IR  =Louella Desiderio
| * o o W‘. A G
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!ncentlves avallable for bamboo

plantation developers

‘M,ISLERED bamboo plantation
develupmem ownets and [rocess-
ing enterprises can avail of incen-
tives under a policy and he allnwed
without restriction e exportation
of bamboao poles and resonrces
derived from the registered farms
and/ar plantativns.

In a webinar, Hdefonsa Duilloy,
chief of the Department of Envi-

ranment and Natural Resources
(DENR] Forest Resources Manage
ment Division, said DENR Admin-
istrative Order {DAO) 2021-26 un
tules and repulations governing
the establishment, harvesting,
and transport of bamboo provides
incentives to investars of bham-
boo plantatian development and
processing enterprises, and even

suppest activities,

Quilloy said that under Sec-
tivn 13 of DAQ 2021-26, which
became effective on Sepr. &,
2021, plantation owners shall
be exempted (rom payment of
government share for the use
of public lands for commercial
bamboo plantation for the fest
10 years, or when the planta-

ton awner slarts to harvest his
ar her plantation, whichever
comes first, =

“lAnd): of coucse, r\He\' are ex-
empted [rom paying forest charges
copsidering that bamboo is plant-

ed and they can expert Uie bam- :

buo withant restsiction,” he said,
Unilloy said the bamboo plan-
tation skould be registered for the

OWNers and processing enterprises
1o avail of these incentives,

Iie said bamboo poles rrans-
parted vutside of the municipal-
ity shall be required to have the
bambaoo tarm registered,

The registration is meant ta
svstematize and harmoenize all
incentives into the systein, inchid-
g approving authurity, he added

Quilioy said the registration
plocess has been harmonized or
streamlined under the DAO.

However, registration shall not
be required for backyard farmers
whe will harvest and utilize their
bamboo for persoudl use, as long
as these bamboo will be ransport-
ed only within iheir municipality,
he said. THETIMES
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MARILAC, Bulacan — Araund 60
Tncs’ fishertsli along with e Burean of
Fisheree snd Aguatic desowrecsOontral

Lugon (BFAR3) anmd the local governmen:
unit nere planred 8,000 mangrave shoots at
the Murdan Rivar

BFARS reglond divectur Willredo Croz
rowaled that this planting of 5000 maagroe
shoots s to mprove the waler gusldy o the
Mariso River, adting thar the mangrove
propagules were planted in Barangey
Nogbalon.

Naghalon Creek, 3 minor warar channal
of the said river, will have mang-ues wnes

thes sarchemmis and will cover a hecterc of
mangrosa rehablitsian] sres.

{imz ane Municipal Moyor Ricarde
Silvestze led the planting activity and
expressed gratiuds 1o one another for the
efforc in briaging exvironmentsl progress
for the benefis of both e lown's Tist arfalk
&nd locals,

Ha 3o assurad the local cnjel sxacutive
that fisheries support Tom the burean will
pernsaete m Mariiao / 'Wblde'ing thair br.rr
contribution of the wen in achieving ool
sy in Cemmral Turon,

Reconily planved mandioves are 2xpecied
2 be fully growen in abowt & 10 yesrs acoonding
1o BFARY s Coaslal Kesource Manggement

Marilao River gets 8K
mangrove shoots

(CRM) Unit axd are rpmdsl fo provide
multipie ervronmental end fisherics benelil

Among is that mangroves can minimize
dicaster etfects such as Looding whilw
prinading shelter and Hreeding grounds b
fish cunenoditis,

e harean’s CRM exolained thot instant
efikcts of taproved aic quakty In the arca
cen oe mmediaiely realizcd by merely
planiiing [be mangroves sinee the process
of pastosynihesis Wil produee more oxygen
waile absorblng varbon dingde witlun the
area :

Mangrove propagiies were ralrievsd
fron the mazgraw rich areas in Sasmusn,
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“Twister hits 2 Ecija town villages,
_lleslrnvs houses, electric posts

TALAVERA, Nucva Eci-
i3 = A lornado hit two
barangays in this tuwn
deskroying several hous-
¢s, damayin and
toppling electric posts
cansing a power uutage
in the anca.

Thee bwister stuck be-
fore 5 p.ay Wednesday,
ratching residents of
buangavsummmpbhan
and Mabubhay in this mu-
niipality off | puard as the
HTPAY WETE engulicd by a
spinning cone of
winds that moved bmrtly
acrims the gronnd, leav-
ing *raile of destruction.

Lhe \i’ of Team
Kaurlaran by outgn-
ing threc Lerimer ™ayor
now Vice Mayur-elect
Merivi Santos-Martinez
and her brother, Mayor-

elect and Liga ng Baran-
ga, 'nes:dI:nst \!r;%w “IR”
Santos Jr. immediately
rushed to provide alid o
their affecled constitu-

“Tnabutan natin
ang; dalawang Zay
na finamaan ng bubawi
Ia waldng kuryente.
Maraming nakabiiwal na
poslsenghwmeatmga
puno, gayundin nakita

naliny atg inge kebahay-
an ¢ilo na nilipad angr

kzm]a atbu-
tong” sr«??i

tinez, in her bau.bnuk
page night shortly after
the tormado struck.

She said at Jeast 18
nouses were destroved
duﬂng the lu)wlm

“Tinungn po nafin
'1“'8."“ !,a 'l zm-' m;’a
mamamavan n Baran-
Zay Laanmap ahan at
\‘hbuha\ a nuwmam ng

1y bahay mﬂ‘nf samala-
kac na buhasyd. Kasamasi
Mayer R, konsshal Nel
Raya at konsehal Ape
Reyend n)f";mj'paabot o
tayang Mlons == Hpam-
ll}'amapékhdo ‘thewvios
mayor clect added,
"Bukaapoa (TAESAsas
gawa bayong cl e =
etatmm al magpapabot
gt tuleng so
- pang naapekio-

‘“B’
Santos-Martinez

han,”

said.
“The swifl mspmsc u

TermKaunlaran o the:

ferhed baranpays eamed

enswho
{auded thele efforts in
bringing igstant rehef
such as food an ld(dhh aE-
sistance to the distressed
residents.
‘-oantos-Mmtlan‘s FB
gost generated more han

K reactions from. neti-
zens, including Donald

Naoo, who oonuncobed:
“Real fite wonder wom-
an e Talayera. God bless
Mavora Nerivi Santos
Maréinez for your imme-
diale fesponse s: atin
pcmg nga lfubabavan
nge st Darna sa bilis
f smilmg face with
miling €e3 emo 1)
Tulavera is rea]hv i
oo hands also to ows
next bhvor—chxl Narito
‘Santes Ir. and councilor
Ape Reves Nel Rayo,”
unuther m»hyen said,
n 'Mav'l‘& A familics
were affected by a torta-
~do that hit Sitic Caprio-
hunin By Santiago, Gen-
eral Tmas City, Cavite.
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tool vs climate crisis

BY EIREENE JAIREE GOMEZ

TOMVERSITY protection is a major tool
“&, against climate change, advocates said during

the first episode of

youthi-led climate webcast

Stories for Better Reality titled “Bindiversity and

Climate Change: Anong

Stocies fov a feer Beality b=
collahioraon beteeen the Climare
Change Ceanmision and The
Climare Reality Project Philiopines
itk Closier with suzpon from
the Deparineat ol Education,
Devartment of Pasiranment ard
Al Besonces, National Youth
Cummissior; and yowh graups
Fids for Kids and Wl

o

Konek?”
ay for Rinlozeal Diversity, the
L pusal peode cectersd an the
impanance of protectng, aid restor-
e bivdiversioy aniliisrole ndimae
chang= adaptacion and miigation,
“Ihe eore species we pratec, the
betwer vatuzal spaces we have, e
more climate-reailient we get,” zad
[nie Dichaves, e canpaigr lead
WA Fonitheast Acia Cealitier.
The Philiprines has 154 e

cent of its land and 42 pravenc
almarine warers inder proteced
arcas, Dichaves noted. She said
thar the country nzeds rcorz
land end walar Lrotewion iven
the oveswhelming scizatific and
exonomic dati il prolecing 10
percent globally would reduce the
extinclion sk af rearlv Yo of 10
thremened tereestial specics: sup-
peit 30 milinn jabe 2nd adding
650,000 mors; add 3500 bilkon 1o
ecateriismand susianable Edher-
iez and push forthe indlusion and
leadezsnip of Indipencus People
and loca! conmmnurities (PLLs).
Abipail Kitma, an ibaloy Izona
from Baguic Cly, lugldighiad the
need 10 Include 1PLCs in biodi
versity managziment plasneg and

pory-inaking, naring tha delr
teaditional keowlodwe 5 vizl in
protecting wildlifs ard resou s,

it wi s aise ourzenly the
chairman of the [nied Natous
Youllh Advisocy Buard, =ointed
omr that the indigenons pracius
aud celbave are refiectre of nanire,
provicing & templile of wswers
al sudutions to vacans climate
ard envirormental proldens,

Protecting hiodivessity also
belps in cisasier risk reducdon
andd management. ‘During
Tophoon Odewe’ the ores wish
fewes humar cozualtios o places
wily an mlact nasuml ecasystem
Onewith thicker Farests nl with
nich argiove svitems,” DI
chaves recalled

2 & y

L

LAST F RO NT' ERIN DAN iJER Bataraza in thesvuthem part of Pala
enviroamental protection laws based on this photo taken on May 17, 2022, showing trash items, spdh as plasticbottles, aluminum cans, food wrappers,
shupping bags and cigareite butts, abound near the Buliluyen Terriara Station at the Duliluyan port. The port is the jump uif point going to Balabac

Iskand Incated in the southernmost part of the conntry's last frontior Palawan, PN A PHO TG

0

wan needs ta |

mplement anti littering and

CA0UN
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I may as well start this new o S
humble columr on a subject thot X
exciles nal just myself but many
coffee lovers and enlhusiasts.

here is a shortage of coffec
locally and a high demand

tor it, causing prices to
skyrocketin a maller of months, |
Blame it on the war, or climate ==
change, or gas prices, or all of the above. Or maybe
more people have lime to brew coffee at home, caus-
ing higher demand for roast and ground coffee than
takinithc usual regular soluble kind.

Kither we have been doing a.good job for about 20
years now; ot sorneonc is hoarding coffee somewhere.
There is no coffee - green raw beans - to be found
from the usual farmer conperatives, associations and
consolidators. {

Coffee is harvested only once a year, which ex-
plains coffes “seasoms™ — buying seasons, harvest
seasans which come annually in most areas.

Twenty ycars ago, industry players gathered to
form the National Coffee Development Board which
evolved inta the Philippine Coffee Board Inc, (swww.
philcotfeeboard.com) to help promale coffer us an
industry and to create jobs, Who would have thought
this day would come that we are running out of local
supply?

Soon after, millennials joined the industry and
pumped itup into a specalty business — one requir-
ing more gkills for farmers in processing, more skills
for tasters and cuppers and eventually higher prices
at farmgale for the coffee farmer. We feel a little
guilty when a farmer sclls his “reserved fur home
. consumption” beans because he needs the money.
i Usually farmers keep their best lots, or some of
i their harvest, for their own use. This goes for other
- staples like rice, where heirloom rice 15 as precious
| astheirlocal coffee. But these days, farmers get the

higher prices for heirlvom rice and specialty coffes,

while they buy NFA rice and instant coffee mixes.

Sad but true.

The Department of Trade and Industry (DTT) also
got into the fray and conducted competitions which
we started as Kape Pilipino in 2017 and soon became
PCQC as it is called now. The coffee auctions fetch
&rices never before scen by coffee farmers. A prized

t can only be had if one paid almost 10 times to 15

times higher than regular coffee prives. Indecd, a

well-deserved prize for best farming and processing

practices. How we wish that could also happen lo

rice and cacao. . b

And as if that is nat incenlive enough, the Slow

- Foud Movement recently launched the Slow Food

Coffee Coalition (www.slowtood.com) where coffee

‘communities can sign up Lo undergo a Participatory

Guarantee System (PGS), a certification thai these

coffees are produced in a good, clean and fair fashion,

compliant with Slow Food standards. Higher prices
tor fair trade and organically-grown coffee, stamped

with thoSlow Food seat, {177 13
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Where’s the coffee?

— How wce wisSh'this opportunity niasked as a crisis
can happen tu rice and other staples, too. Bul first,
let’s look for the coffee and find aut what has been
going on: ' .

= Farmers can now talk to consumers directly.
Now, Mount Apo in Davao has become a tnurist
destination where coffee buyers meet the farmers
and transact directly, without having to go through |
middlemen. Is that not what we always wanted? It
is about finding the source of the food. A bit cumber-
some for beginners, this way of buying is happening
in many coffee lands wherc coffee roasters go up
the mountaintops to meet a farmer and establish a
relationship. :

s There is better coffee compared to many years
ago. The game has stepped up and though naysayers
will still sneer and say we don’t have the volume,
these farmers are selling small lobs (one to two 60-kilo
bags) to those who come up with the cash. But farm-
ers are now mindful of quality and atrive to come up
with coffer that suits the buyers” tastes and guality
rexjuiremnents, You get what you work for. If the farmer
pul in extra effort to produce better quality, he now
gets rewarded with better farmgate prices.

+ Majur roasters have stepped up buying locally,
too. Major food manufacturers have been sweeping
up farmers” harvests with their big buying funds, and
have increased their buying prices as well. All is well
for the Filipino coffee farmer R, o
~* Climate change has caused low vields. Many
reports say climate change has caused less flower-

ing and less fruits. Although coffec also has biennial
fruiting patterns (one year good, one year less so) like
the Liberica ar Baraka, climale change has pencrally
changed weather patterns, causing unpredictable
harvests.

* Logistics from mountain to town. Believe it or
nal, we still carry sacks of coffcee by hand and trans-
port by foot or burikey, if one has this beast of burden.
There are no roads, maybe just bike trails if at 2ll, ta
gol I the sourccs of eoffoe.

Sa it is high time we reward the Filipino coffee
farmers for staying the course and keeping his ar
her farm, and even expanding the areas. Just con-
tinuc to support Philippinc coffce - all the varicties
in the conntry: Robusta, Excelsa, Arabica or Liberica
(Barako} —and sec ils sustainable resurgence in your
lifetime.

This is a supply crisis that we probably put our-
selves in. But for as long as it makes the farmer con-
tinue to grow coffee, we are OK with making prices
settle where they should. Let's give the coffee farmer
a break. A real coffee ’?rea‘l: '

Chil Juan is president of the Plilippine Coffee Board

and the NextGen Orgumizution of Women Corporate Di-

rectors and cowpcilor for Southeast Asia of the Slow Food

Mawverment,

*
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W’E are dl a chmate CrOSS-
roads, ‘The world has al-
ready warmed by 1.2 degrees
Celsius above pre-industrial
levels. Beyond 1.5 degrees, as sci-
ence has said, we risk expérienc
ing bigger and more destructive
climate-indured disasters that
will disproportionately affert
the poor, vuluerable and the
marginalized, especially in the
developing world,

The Philippines will not be
spared. The increasing severity
of typhouns is & siark reminder
that climate change. which causes
extreme weather events, is a clear
and present threat. The country
has been subjected over and over
again o a cycle afdestruction anc
reconstmuction and the ime has
come for this ta stop. The lack
of community capacities (o be
piepar ed for worst-case scenarioy
must be ucgently addressed.

Most of the impacts of climate
change and disasters are pre-
ventable. Tlooding, for example,
has affordable primary preven-
tion mechanisis such as dams,
dikes and drainage systenis Poor
drainage and garhage disposal
problems aggravated the impacts

ALL ABOUT
CHOICES

— e e

LUDWIG 0.

FEDERIGAN

ul lyphoons. 3

Arcas around waterways have
become densely populated, af-
fecting watel llow and preventing
maintenance. In addition, tash
consisling mostly of plastic and
other solic waste contintially clog
waterwvaysand entrances to pump-
ing stations.

The social challenges Uat ag-
gravaie climate and disaster risks
include everpopulation aud urban
conpestion, where a considerable
number of people live in infor-
mal settlements that are paiticu-
larty vulnerable to flnoding. Many
communities live in inadequate
housing near watervays.

While heavy and excessive
rainfall is part of the new normal
due 10 cmate change, we nezd
not live with' the valuerabilities
that distupt our sacial and eco-
nomic activities. We need nat
have Nooded streets, heavy trat-
fic, stranded commuters, washed

-~

Floodlng is a risk and must be addressed

" away houses, collapsed hrldgcs.

displaced families and devastaled
farmiands for every intense rain
or Lyplwon,

We have two vital laws to foster
climate adaptation and mitigation
and disaster resilience. ‘These are
2epublic Act (RA) 9729, ar the
*Climate Change Act” and RA
M 21 or the "Philippine Disaster
Risk Reduction and Management
Act.” sll, integgation with local
development planning rewains a
challenge.

During heavy rainfall. water
levels in amall and medium-sized
river basins may rise rapidly and
often do rot leave enough tinie [or
local officials Lo issur alerts. Insuf-
[icient preparation [0z such recur-
ring eveuts, in addition to limited
roping strategies, pose major chal-
lenges Lo Jocal government units
(14311s8) and their communities.

Ous country, like many uther di-
mate-vulnerable ones. faces 1 huge
task of reducing climate change
and disaster risks, pasticulariy at
the communily level. Lacal chief
executives must take the lead in
putting in place flond mitigation
measties amid worsering extreme
weather events,
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Qur gavernment must under-
take a more people centered ap-
proach to decision-making by
elaborating policies that highlight
sustainable development, approv-
ing an inclusive budget that ben-
ehits more vulnerable people and

‘prometing nature-hased snlutions

to ensurethai all communstivs are
safe from floeding.

The government is chiallenyed
move forward in a balanced and
systematic fashion, sudd that we
do not only adapt but come out
even strorger and wore resilient,
to give what is right and just o out
people who have long deserved a
safer and betrer life,

Qur government must ptacuce
enhanced disaster risk reduction
and lacal preparedness more
than focusing nn respondiog
when a disasier has already oc-
corred. We must make ourselves
more proactive and meore effec-
tive in reducing risks.

Muny LGUs have already started
investing in Rood control infra-
structure such as river embank-
ments, pumping stations, Nood-
walls, dmmagcsvsluus. canals and
fuod retention arcas. However,
this must be done in tande:n with

non-structural ﬂood mmganon
MENSUTes,

Early warning systems must be
setup for every barangay (villape),
including the creation of a team of
flood voluntesrs to he mobilized
during such emergeiscy situations,
and integrate flond mitigation
tools in LGL land use plans,

Qur LGUs also encounter a
lack ef risk maps ta begin with
and the lack of apacity to un-

" dertale risk assessment, mare s0

to conduct a cost-henefit analysis
on preposed interventians and
investments that contributes to
theic vuluerability. Te address
this, LGUs must assess the val-
ume of tloodwaters, how often
flooding ocaurs, and how much
damage Lhiey have sutfered from
the past so that their Comprehen-
sive Land Uise ?lans and even Lo-
cal Climate Chaige Action Plans
&re TESPONSIVE.

We must take note that the
number of casualties caused by
recent typhoons could be due
to a lack of risk awareness and
proper acticn by residents s they

‘have not experienced (louds of

such magnitude in the past. thus,
informatian dissenination and
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mmmnmt} disastet preparedness
Is & crucial part of the effort, be-
cause an educaled populace will
be prepared and know what te do
in times of disaster,

The recent disasters remind us
to heed the waraings of nature
andsenoustywnmdersmcumple-
mentation of effective flood miti-
gation measures jn conumunities.
This should be a Jesson ta plan bet-
terand ta take more concrele steps
in responding to dimare change,

We must continue 1 recopmize
that the climae crisis remains. It
is inaumbent upon all of us to act
together now and reform the way

)

>
FIEORIAL CARFSON

we live and regard onr environ. -

ment so that we all survive and
thrive amid the changing climare.

The suthor s the executive diree-

tor of the Young Environmenial
Forum and a naniesident fellow
of the Siratbase ADR Tnstiture, He
completed his dimale diauge and
development course ar the Tiniver-

sitv of Last Anglia and an execiitive

program on sustaivability leader-

ship at Yale Umversity. You can

email him at ludwig lederigan@

gtuail.com. Tollow him on Twitter
@mgg}l-‘edqum
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 Bureau of Customs officlals launch an axhibit hall at the Ninoy Aquina Iniernational

Airport yesterday to highlight the BOC’s accomplishments in confiscating illagal
goggs, wildlife species am'!g ather contraband. o ’:gwmnb_n
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Teachers and ay worki o
sy barangay ers participate

in a dengue cleanup drive in Mandaue, Cebu

THE FREEMAN
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Pampanga River
(rash traps eved

TriBtine
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Last year, araund 23,000 tons of wastes have been
collecte -durm%a massive cleanup effort in major river
systems and tri

v T eEeeemmmewomm
BY JONAS REYkS

S4N ANTONIO, Nueva Lcija—"The Departiment of Emvironment -
and Natural Resources (DENR) and the Department of Public -

Works and Highwuys (DPWII) are rulling to put up trash traps at
the newly constructed bridge in Barangay Luyns here.

The inspection of the area was conductad through DWPH's
Nueva Ecija “nd Distvict Engineering Office and the DENR's

Community Fnvironment and Nalural Resourcos Oflice (CENRO), -

a8 both ugencles take part in the Manila Bay Rehabilitation and
Clean Up project. :

According to District E‘nginmr Elpidin Trinidad, the meefing

coincided with their visit fo the Luyos -Buliran Bridge — the

DENR's target wash trap location that will help prevent garbage -

and other floaling debris [owing from the upper Pampanga. River
to reach Manila Bay, .

“This initiative is part of the Manila Bay Rehabilitarion and Clean
L'p Project whose primany objective is to restore hay water qualify in
nocordance svith the Supreme Court's Wit of Continuimg Mandamns
directing 13 government ageneies including the DPWH to clean

up, rehabilitate anl presorve Manila Bay and make it suftable for -

swimming and vther recregtional activities," Trinidad said, ‘

Tast year, around 23,000 tons of wastes have been collected
during a massive cleanup effort in major river systems and
tributaries of Manila Ray in Central Luzon, The cleanup drive
started from Junuary 2021 and ended On August 2021,

A total of 125 trash traps were installed last year in Bulacan,
Bataan and Pampanga to prevent solid wastes [rom reaching the
coastlines of Manila Bay. :

utaries of Manila Bay in Central Luzon. - -
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Chinese drills
enseup

South China Se
anew

BY AGENCE FRANCE PRESSE,
JAVIER JOE ISMAEL AND FRANCO JOSE C. BARONA

HINA will hold naval exercises-in
the South China Sea on Saturday, its
maritime authority said, after a week
of recrimination from Western powers over its
military ambitions across the Pacific region.

The excrcises. o0 10 (ake place in
the sea less than 25 Kilomerers (15.5

miles] off the coast of south Chiua's |

Hainan provingee, come as the [nired
States leads wamings over China's
growing tiilitary and economic pres

" eiwee in an area spanning from the

South Chira Sea ta the Pacilic Ishands,

"Mililary exercises will be held and
entry is prohibited.” the Macitime
Satety administcation said in a state-

ment Thursday, warmning dhat an areaof

toughly 100 square kilometers would

be closed off to maritime traffic for
five hours,

China rontinely conducts sinsilar
drills in waters neas its shores, with
an exgrcise in another area of the sca
near Hainan schedoled [or nest week,
as well as multiple others along the
COUNIrF's eastern coastline.

But the lalgst exercises come as
Beijing faces a growing chorus of
walmnings from the United States and
Western allies over its naval ambitions,

= TenseA8
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Chinese drills tense up South China Sea

anew ‘

~ which critics say are a beachhead

for 2 wider atteinpt to change the
segicnal halance of power,
U5 Secretary of State Antony

‘Blinken on Thursday accused

Beijing of raising (ensiuns over
Laivan, which China claims as
part ol its territory,

Beijing bus engaged in increas-
ingly provacative rhetorsic and
activity lile lying PLA aircraft near

Taiwan on an almost daily hasis, *

Blinken said in a speech, (elemning

to the People's Liberation Army.

He also called for efforly to
commterbalance China's “Intent to
teshape the international arder,”

Blinken's comments fellowed
veibul spaming between Heijing,
and Washington aver President foe
Biden's promise tu defend 'laiwan
ifaltacked by China, made on the
president’s rrip ta Uie region earlier
this week

China has iu turn voved to
defend its national interests aver

Taiwan, warning Washingron not
to “underestimate”’ Beljing’s re-
solve and capabilities on the issue.

Meanwhile, gevenunents includ-
ing Australia and New Zealand have
suunded the alarm this week over
leaked documents (hat uppeared to
show a plan o build hroad security
coopertion enween Cliing and the
Pacific Iskangs.

But China has said its cuopera
tinn with Pacific Island countries

"does not target any country,”

and rejected ¢ aims that it is pres-
suring small slates inlo security

apreemnents.
China claims alost 4l ol the
South Chinz Sea, a claim disputed
by several nations, inchiding the

_ Philippines,
~As tensions heat up again in
the warerway, senators in Mauila
expressed support fora plan of
President-clect Ferdinand “Bouy-
hong” Marcos [ to extend the
Philippines’ 23 year-old Visiting




\‘a STRATEGIC Tesal A R

& E:’:I'“m\urxru'm m m 'l 'm' h( ﬁiﬁ :‘l‘g:v. ??::5‘ S

u: L,:Lr::l:ws bB an[ a [mes rAGE [G 1&- 22
i FAGE %,3 = DATE

Forees Agmcmcnt-(\'t‘ﬁ) with the -

Lhidted States.

Sen. Panfilo Lacson, chairman
of the Senate Committee on Na-
tivnal Defense and Security, suid
the US-Philippine alliance must he

suengthened since developmenls

in the West Philippine Sea. the part
of the South China Sea claimed
Ly e Philippines, are muoving at
z fast pace.

Maicas had tald US Chargé
d'Affaires | leather Variava during
a mesting on Mag 23 he is con-
sidering re-signing or extending
the VEA.

The pact, signed on May 27,
1949 by Thomas [lubbard, repre-
senting the 115, and then Foreign
Alfainy secretary Domingo Siazon
[, Jays down the guidelines for the
conduct of Americar woops temn-
porazily assigned to the country. It
also allows unrestricted movernent
ol US vessels and airerudt in the
Philippines.

The incursions by Chinese ves-
sels in Philippine waters have Jong
been one of the iritants in rela-
tions belween Beijing and Manila.

Marcos affirmed last Thursday
his administration wauld never
cede a millimeter of its tersitory

10 any counlry., :

In 2016, the United Nations
Athitration Court rejected the
“historical* claim of Chica over
most parts of the South China Sea,
including the WPS.

Luacson said the Philippines
should not only strengthen its

| ahianee with-the LIS bucalse with
| Awstralia, japan, Ganada and the

N

Luropean Union te ensure 2 stable

and pracelul Suutl Clilng Sea

Sen. Aquilino "Keko® Pimen-
tel 3rd, chairman of the Senate
Conunitiee ou Forelgn Relilivns,
underscored the need to review the
VIA with a view Lo niakiog it fais
to both sides.

In 2020, President Rndrigo
Duterte scrapped the VIA only 1o
change his mind after a meeting
wilh tien LIS Defense Secielaty
Lloyd Austin.

In a related development, Phil-
ippine Coasi Cuard (PCC) bol-
stered its intereperanility with
Indonesia’s Ditectorale ol Sea
Iransportation (DGST) andJapan
Coast Guard (JOG) throngh the
hulding of jointmarnitime drills in
the waters off Makassar, Indanesia,

During the Regional Marine
Pollution Lxercise 2042 held on

‘thumsday, the PCG, DG and

JCG conducted seareh and rescue,
firefighting, and ail spill response
Lraining W test exaiuate, and imn
prove their maritime capahilities.

‘The hiennial execise is pard of
the 1981 Sulawesi Sea Oil Spill Re-
sponse Network Plan Agreement.

AL the closing ceremony o
Friday, Malassar Mayor Petahana
Danny Pumanto thanked the
PCG and JCC for participating
in the exercise.

Popranto said the training will
be of great help in preventing cil
spill incidents, and that the DGST
Gt provide the secvices needed by
Makassat near Ue Sulawesi Archi

“pelagic Sea Lang. a key waterway

tor internarional shipping,
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NCR Alert Level 1 hanggang Hunyo 15

Malou Escudero - Pang-masa May 28, 2022 | 12:00am

-]. ‘. b Yt 1 -'

Commuters queue for the free ride at the MRT-3 North Avenue Station in Quezon City on Monday morning,
March 28, 2022.

MANILA, Philippines — Simula Hunyo 1 hanggang 15, 2022 sa gitna ng COVID-19 pandemic
ay mananatili pa rin sa Alert Level 1 ang National Capital Region (NCR) batay sa ilalim ng Inter-
Agency Task Force (IATF) Resolution 168-A.

Maliban sa NCR ang mga lugar na nasa Alert Level 1 ay ang mga sumusunod: CAR: Abra,
Apayao, Kalinga, Mountain Province, Baguio City; Region 1: llocos Norte, llocos Sur, La Union,
Pangasinan, Dagupan City; Region 2: Batanes, Cagayan, Isabela, Nueva Vizcaya, Quirino,
City of Santiago; Region 3: Aurora, Bataan, Bulacan, Nueva Ecija, Pampanga, Tarlac,
Zambales, Angeles City, Olongapo City; Region4-A: Batangas, Cavite, Laguna, Rizal. Lucena
City; Region 4-B: Marinduque, Oriental Mindoro, Romblon, Puerto Prinsesa City; Region 5:
Albay, Catanduanes, Naga City; Region 6: Aklan, Capiz, Guimaras, lloilo, Bacolod City, lloilo
City; Region 7: Siquijor, Cebu City, Lapu-Lapu City, Mandaue City; Region 8: Biliran, Eastern
Samar, Southern Leyte, Ormoc City, Tacloban City; Region 9: Zamboanga City; Region 10:
Bukidnon, Camiguin, Misamis Occidental, Misamis Oriental, Cagayan de Oro City, Illigan City;
Region 11: Davao City, Davao Oriental, CARAGA: Surigao del Sur, Butuan City.

Pinapayagan sa ilalim ng Alert Level 1 ang intrazonal at interzonal travel maging anuman ang
edad at comorbidities, at ang lahat ng establisimyento, tao o aktibidad na mag-o-operate,
magtatrabaho ng full on-site capacity ay ‘subject’ sa minimum public health standards.

Source: https://www.philstar.com/pang-masa/police-metro/2022/05/28/2184240/ncr-alert-level-
1-hanggang-hunyo-15



https://www.philstar.com/authors/1804758/malou-escudero
https://www.philstar.com/pang-masa/police-metro/2022/05/28/2184240/ncr-alert-level-1-hanggang-hunyo-15
https://www.philstar.com/pang-masa/police-metro/2022/05/28/2184240/ncr-alert-level-1-hanggang-hunyo-15
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