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Next admin to face challenges on effects of 
climate change, calamities — DENR exec 
By RICHA NORIEGA, GMA News 
Published May 27, 2022 3:02pm 
A Department of Environment and Natural Resources official on Friday said the next 

administration will face challenges on the effects of climate change and calamities, proposing 

to continue programs of the current administration and strictly implement environmental laws. 

DENR Undersecretary Jonas Leones called to continue the Task Force Build Back Better, a 

task force that will streamline and expedite post-disaster efforts. 

“Marami tayong ginagawa sa DENR ngayon, ang challenge natin yung epekto ng climate 

change, marami tayong mga nae-expect na bagyo mga calamity, landslides,” he said at the 

Laging Handa briefing. 

(We were doing a lot in the DENR, the challenge for the current administration is the effects of 

climate change and we expected many typhoons, calamities, and landslides will occur.) 

“Kaya sa panahon ngayon ng ating Pangulong [Rodrigo] Duterte mayroon tayong Task Force 

Build Back Better so tayo yung pagkatapos ng mga sakuna calamity yung mga ahensya, full 

government approach nagtutulong tulong para marestore yung mga lugar na nasalanta ng 

bagyo so ito yung dapat natin maipropose sa susunod na administrasyon na dapat ituloy,” he 

furthered. 

(President Duterte created Task Force Build Back Better so that after calamities, the 

government agencies will have full approach and help together to restore affected areas of the 

typhoon. This should be continued by the next administration.) 

Last November 2020, Duterte signed Executive Order No. 120 creating the Task Force Build 

Back Better to ensure post-disaster rehabilitation and recovery efforts of typhoon-hit areas. 

He also urged the next administration to strictly implement environmental laws to alleviate the 

problems in proper waste disposal in some local government units. 

“Aming ahensya kasi mandated to protect the environment and conserve the natural resources 

so Ito dapat yung pagtuunan namin ng pansin maisabi natin na iimplement strictly yung mga 

batas kagaya ng Clean Water Act at Solid Waste Management Act,” he said. 

(Our agency is mandated to protect the environment and conserve natural resources, so it 

should strictly enforce laws including the Clean Water Act and Solid Waste Management Act.) 

“So ito yung ang problema ng ating mga lalo na yung mga local na pamahalaan lalo na yung 

basura so ito dapat yung matutukan at bigyan ng pansin,” he added. 

(The problem of our local government units is  the proper waste disposal, it should be resolved 

and monitored.) 

Congress, sitting as the National Board of Canvassers (NBOC), proclaimed Ferdinand 
“Bongbong” Marcos Jr. as the winner of the presidential race in Eleksyon 2022. 

The NBOC also proclaimed Marcos’ running mate and the President’s daughter Davao City 
Mayor Sara Duterte as the new vice president. — RSJ GMA News 

Source: https://www.gmanetwork.com/news/topstories/nation/833064/next-admin-to-face-

challenges-on-effects-of-climate-change-calamities-denr-

exec/story/?fbclid=IwAR3cxS1PewsusZrSDl9U0Oi9SAEikGc8FNWoAbjgejuOSZyUzLrUwg

3J2Mc  

 

https://www.gmanetwork.com/news/topstories/nation/832829/bongbong-marcos-proclaimed-president-sara-duterte-vice-president/story/
https://www.gmanetwork.com/news/topstories/nation/832829/bongbong-marcos-proclaimed-president-sara-duterte-vice-president/story/
https://www.gmanetwork.com/news/topstories/nation/833064/next-admin-to-face-challenges-on-effects-of-climate-change-calamities-denr-exec/story/?fbclid=IwAR3cxS1PewsusZrSDl9U0Oi9SAEikGc8FNWoAbjgejuOSZyUzLrUwg3J2Mc
https://www.gmanetwork.com/news/topstories/nation/833064/next-admin-to-face-challenges-on-effects-of-climate-change-calamities-denr-exec/story/?fbclid=IwAR3cxS1PewsusZrSDl9U0Oi9SAEikGc8FNWoAbjgejuOSZyUzLrUwg3J2Mc
https://www.gmanetwork.com/news/topstories/nation/833064/next-admin-to-face-challenges-on-effects-of-climate-change-calamities-denr-exec/story/?fbclid=IwAR3cxS1PewsusZrSDl9U0Oi9SAEikGc8FNWoAbjgejuOSZyUzLrUwg3J2Mc
https://www.gmanetwork.com/news/topstories/nation/833064/next-admin-to-face-challenges-on-effects-of-climate-change-calamities-denr-exec/story/?fbclid=IwAR3cxS1PewsusZrSDl9U0Oi9SAEikGc8FNWoAbjgejuOSZyUzLrUwg3J2Mc
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Mga epekto ng climate change, kalamidad 

kahaharapin ng sunod na admin – DENR exec 

 
May 27, 2022 @ 4:12 PM  17 hours ago 

MANILA, Philippines- Sinabi ng opisyal ng Department of Environment and Natural Resources 

nitong Biyernes na kahaharapin umano ng susunod na administrasyon ang hamon ng mga 

epekto ng climate change at mga kalamidad, at inirekomenda na ipagpatuloy ang mga 

programa ng kasalukuyang administrasyon at mahigpit na ipatupad ang environmental laws. 

Nanawagan si DENR Undersecretary Jonas Leones na ituloy ang Task Force Build Back 

Better, ang task force na magpapabilis sa post-disaster efforts. 

“Marami tayong ginagawa sa DENR ngayon, ang challenge natin yung epekto ng climate 

change, marami tayong mga nae-expect na bagyo mga calamity, landslides,” aniya sa Laging 

Handa briefing. 

“Kaya sa panahon ngayon ng ating Pangulong [Rodrigo] Duterte mayroon tayong Task Force 

Build Back Better so tayo yung pagkatapos ng mga sakuna calamity yung mga ahensya, full 

government approach nagtutulong tulong para marestore yung mga lugar na nasalanta ng 

bagyo so ito yung dapat natin maipropose sa susunod na administrasyon na dapat ituloy,” 

patuloy pa ni Leones. 

Nilagdaan ni Duterte noong Nobyembre 2022 ang Executive Order No. 120 na bubuo sa Task 

Force Build Back Better upang masiguro ang post-disaster rehabilitation at recovery efforts sa 

mga lugar na sinalanta ng bagyo. 

“Aming ahensya kasi mandated to protect the environment and conserve the natural resources 

so Ito dapat yung pagtuunan namin ng pansin maisabi natin na iimplement strictly yung mga 

batas kagaya ng Clean Water Act at Solid Waste Management Act,” aniya. 

“So ito yung ang problema ng ating mga lalo na yung mga local na pamahalaan lalo na yung 

basura so ito dapat yung matutukan at bigyan ng pansin,” dagdag pa ng opisyal ng 

DENR. RNT/SA 

 

 

Source: https://www.remate.ph/mga-epekto-ng-climate-change-kalamidad-kahaharapin-ng-

sunod-na-admin-denr-exec/  

 

https://www.remate.ph/mga-epekto-ng-climate-change-kalamidad-kahaharapin-ng-sunod-na-admin-denr-exec/
https://www.remate.ph/mga-epekto-ng-climate-change-kalamidad-kahaharapin-ng-sunod-na-admin-denr-exec/


May 28, 2022 

Date 

 1 of 2 

Page 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

STRATEGIC  

COMMUNICATION &   

INITIATIVES  

SERVICE 

Headline 

Editorial 

Column 

Opinion 

Feature Article 

DENR admits lapses in keeping track of Coron 
reclamation 
By: Christia Marie Ramos - Reporter / @CMRamosINQ 
INQUIRER.net / 09:13 PM May 27, 2022 

 
NEW LAND The reclaimed land in the municipality of Coron in Palawan has extended to three villages, 

burying in soil once unspoiled coastal areas and threatening the marine biodiversity of this tourist-
drawing island town. —Photo courtesy of Sagip Coron Palawan 

MANILA, Philippines — The Department of Environment and Natural Resources (DENR) 

admitted lapses in the monitoring of a Coron reclamation project that had been “rushed” amid 

the pandemic. 

DENR Undersecretary Jonas Leones  also raised the possibility of filing charges if there had 

been violations to environmental laws in the implementation of the project that should be 

brought to court. 

“Nakikita nga rin namin iyan na mayroong kaunting lapse doon dahil dapat nakikita ng ating 

CENRO (Community Environment and Natural Resource Officer) or PENRO (Provincial 

Environment and Natural Resource Officer) in the region iyong progress noon kanilang gawain 

doon,” Leones said in a Laging Handa briefing on Friday. 

(We also saw that there is a bit of a lapse on the part of our CENRO or PENRO in the region 

on the progress of the project.) 

“Although talagang it’s hard to admit – medyo nagkulang tayo sa pagtingin doon kasi pinabilis 

eh. Parang ang nangyari kasi during the pandemic…doon sila nagmadali kung saan talagang 

busy tayo sa pag-address ng COVID-19…Noong makita natin, noong nalaman natin, talagang 

malaki na pala iyong nare-reclaim nila diyan sa Coron,” he added. 

(Although it’s hard to admit—we lacked in monitoring the project because it was rushed. What 

seemed to have happened is that during the pandemic…the project was rushed when we were 

busy addressing COVID-19…When we saw it, the reclamation had already covered a massive 

area.) 

However, he pointed out that the proponents of the project should have “faithfully” complied 

with environmental regulations once it received an environmental compliance certificate (ECC) 

from the agency. 

Earlier, the DENR cancelled the ECC for the reclamation project in Coron, Palawan over a 

failure to comply with the required compliance monitoring report, among others. 

“Dapat nagsu-submit sila ng report, mga updates…Nagkaroon ng lapses on the part of the 

proponent,” Leones said. 

 

Read more: https://newsinfo.inquirer.net/?p=1603492#ixzz7UXHAjgZY 

Follow us: @inquirerdotnet on Twitter | inquirerdotnet on Facebook 

 

https://newsinfo.inquirer.net/byline/christia-marie-ramos
https://www.twitter.com/@CMRamosINQ
https://newsinfo.inquirer.net/source/inquirer-net
https://newsinfo.inquirer.net/?p=1603492#ixzz7UXHAjgZY
https://ec.tynt.com/b/rw?id=bSAw-mF-0r4Q-4acwqm_6r&u=inquirerdotnet
https://ec.tynt.com/b/rf?id=bSAw-mF-0r4Q-4acwqm_6r&u=inquirerdotnet
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(They should have been submitting reports, updates…There are lapses on the part of the 
proponent.) 
 
According to Leones, the reclamation of the area had been “slow” in the beginning but the 
DENR was “shocked” when it learned that the project had been “rushed” during the pandemic. 
“Ang total kasi ng reclamation doon ay dapat 48 hectares…Can you imagine, 40 hectares na, 
base sa report, ang kanilang na-reclaim. So, iyon ang nangyari diyan,” he added. 
 
(The reclamation was supposed to be 48 hectares…Can you imagine, they’ve already 
reclaimed 40 hectares, based on the report we received. That’s what happened there.) 
 
“Because bigla silang nagmadali at marami ang nasira, hindi natin na-monitor, kung kaya nakita 
natin na malaking paglabag ito sa ating relokasyon kaya kinansel nila iyong mga permits na 
na-issue ng ating department sa kanila,” he also said. 
 
(Because the project was rushed and a lot of damage has been done, we were not able to 
monitor, we saw violations, that’s why the local officers cancelled the permits the department 
has issued to the proponents.) 
 
Leones said that the DENR is currently assessing the damage in the coastal area involved in 
the reclamation project. 
 
He said charges will be filed if the DENR finds violations of provisions under the National 
Integrated Protected Areas System (NIPAS) law and the Philippine Clean Water Act. 
 
“Titingnan natin kung may malaking pananagutan sila, kung mayroon silang violations sa 
provision ng mga batas na ito. At tinitiyak namin na hindi lang administrative sanctions ang 
ibibigay namin sa kanila, kundi pati kriminal kung makita namin na dapat silang kasuhan sa 
korte,” the DENR official said. 
 
(We will determine whether they are liable, if there are violations of the provisions under these 
laws. And we will make sure that not only administrative sanctions will be imposed, but also 
criminal cases if we see that they should be brought to the courts.) 
JPV 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Source: https://newsinfo.inquirer.net/1603492/denr-admits-lapses-in-keeping-track-of-coron-

reclamation  

 

https://newsinfo.inquirer.net/1603492/denr-admits-lapses-in-keeping-track-of-coron-reclamation
https://newsinfo.inquirer.net/1603492/denr-admits-lapses-in-keeping-track-of-coron-reclamation
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DENR admits faults over Coron project 
byManila Standard  May 27, 2022, 11:00 pm 

An official of the Department of Environment and Natural Resources (DENR) admitted on 

Friday that there were lapses in monitoring the reclamation project in Coron, Palawan. 

At the Laging Handa briefing, DENR Undersecretary Jonas Leones said officials of the 

Provincial Environment and Natural Resources Office (PENRO) and the Community 

Environment and Natural Resources Office (CENRO) should have been more diligent in 

monitoring the progress in the project area. 

The DENR earlier revoked the environmental compliance certificate (ECC) of the 48-hectare 

reclamation project in Coron due to a lack of permits. 

“We also saw that there were lapses on the part of the CENRO or PENRO in monitoring 

the progress of their project there. For us, once we issue the ECC, the proponent should comply 

with it,” Leones said. 

“Although it is hard to admit, we failed to fully monitor the project. What seems to have 

happened, during the pandemic, that’s when they rushed work on the project, while we were 

busy addressing COVID-19. That’s when they rushed things, while we couldn’t keep an eye on 

the project. When next we checked, they had reclaimed a large area in Coron,” he added. 

Leones said the DENR issued the ECC for the project in 2007 and 2009. 

“Based on our investigation, when they started the reclamation, it seemed okay, things were 

going slowly… But when the investigation team went there, we were all surprised because the 

reclamation work had rushed ahead,” he said. 

“Ang total reclamation kasi doon dapat 40 hectares. Nagulat kami. During the pandemic tingin 

namin sinamantala nila na magreclaim nang magreclaim. Forty hectares na base sa report ang 

kanilang nareclaim,” he added. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Source: https://manilastandard.net/news/314231755/denr-admits-faults-over-coron-project.html  

 

https://manilastandard.net/author/mst
https://manilastandard.net/news/314231755/denr-admits-faults-over-coron-project.html
https://manilastandard.net/news/314231755/denr-admits-faults-over-coron-project.html
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Coron reclamation project at unfavorable odds: 
DENR 
By Stephanie Sevillano May 27, 2022, 6:37 pm 

 
UNFAVORABLE ODDS. Environment and Natural Resources Undersecretary Jonas Leones says during the Laging Handa public 

briefing on Friday (May 27, 2022) that proponents of the Coron reclamation project would face unfavorable odds should they 

secure an environmental compliance certificate after the violations made in the project. Leones said it has been more than five 

years since the proponent sent them a report. (Screengrab)  

MANILA – Granting renewal or approval for the reapplication of an environmental compliance 
certificate (ECC) is now highly unlikely for Coron’s reclamation project, a Department of 
Environment and Natural Resources (DENR) official said Friday. 

In the Laging Handa public briefing, DENR Undersecretary Jonas Leones said Palawan’s 
provincial government may have to pass through the eye of a needle, should they vie for ECC 
after its cancellation. 

“Because of what they have done, they will definitely have a hard time to renew or apply for 
ECC. However, the payment of penalties is their obligation, but the reapplication and for them 
to expect DENR to issue yet another permit, I think they would have to go (through) a needle 
hole because of the violations made in this project,” Leones said in Filipino. 

All reclamation activities in Coron have been suspended, after reports of significant violations 
allegedly committed by the proponent. 

These violations include failure to submit reports for more than five years, lack of updates 
despite significant progress on the 48-hectare area, and worse, the alleged destruction of 
marine ecosystems. 

“When they started the reclamation, it was okay. It’s somehow slow, but our investigating team 
noticed when we went there, we were all surprised that the reclamation seemed fast-tracked,” 
he said in Filipino. 

Leones explained that before a full-blast reclamation, proponents strictly need to secure area 
clearance, a clearance issued by the DENR that should be submitted to the Philippine 
Reclamation Authority. 

The DENR, meanwhile, admitted there was a lapse on their regional end, considering the 
pandemic concerns. 

“It’s hard to admit, we somehow lacked on looking into that. It seems like, what happened during 
the pandemic, that’s the time they speed up their (reclamation) when we were so busy 
addressing the Covid-19 (coronavirus disease 2019), there they are deliberately pushing 
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“It’s hard to admit, we somehow lacked on looking into that. It seems like, what happened during 
the pandemic, that’s the time they speed up their (reclamation) when we were so busy 
addressing the Covid-19 (coronavirus disease 2019), there they are deliberately pushing 
through,” he said in Filipino. 

The DENR pledged to continue to seek accountability and hold those liable for the violations. 

The department also urged the public to take part in going after violators, especially to conserve 
the protected areas in the country. 

“Nowadays, even text messages, we are acting on it. If there are complaints... we are no longer 
that strict with formalities on the complaints. If we learn there’s emails, texts, rest assured we 
will act on it,” Leones said. (PNA)  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Source: https://www.pna.gov.ph/articles/1175325  
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'Sinamantala': DENR eyes charges over 'rushed' 
Coron reclamation project 
Job Manahan, ABS-CBN News 

Posted at May 27 2022 05:49 PM | Updated as of May 27 2022 06:56 PM 

DENR admits being 'lax' in Coron reclamation 

MANILA — The Department of the Environment and Natural Resources (DENR) on Friday said 
a reclamation project in Coron, Palawan was "rushed" amid the COVID-19 pandemic, adding 
it is willing to press charges if the project destroyed the environment. 

Environment Undersecretary Jonas Leones said they were "shocked" that the Coron Bay 
Development Project has already covered 40 of the entire 48 hectares. He admitted the 
environment agency has faults for failing to monitor it.  

The DENR has since canceled the environmental compliance certificate (ECC) of the 
reclamation project. The reclamation activities have also been suspended, Leones earlier said. 

"Sinamantala nila na mag-reclaim nang mag-reclaim at kumuha ng filling materials diyan," said 
Leones in a televised briefing. 

"Nakikita nga rin namin yan na may kaunting lax yun on the part kasi dapat nakikita ng [City o 
Provincial Environment and Natural Resources] yung progress ng kanilang gawain doon pero 
ang sa amin naman kasi once we issued the ECC, dapat faithfully kino-comply ng proponent 
yun," he added.  

"Ngayon... kaya nga lang although it is hard to admit, nagkulang tayo sa pagtingin doon."  

The first ECC was issued to the provincial government of Palawan, which is the proponent of 
CBDP, in 2007 for a 3-hectare coastal reclamation in Coron.  

The provincial government was granted another ECC in 2009 for an additional reclamation of 
48 hectares in the renowned tourist destination. 

But based on DENR's investigation, the project lacked necessary permits such as an area 
clearance, the environment official earlier told TeleRadyo. It also did not operate for 5 years 
after the ECCs were released. 

POSSIBLE CHARGES  

DENR's assessment on the environmental damage in the area is currently underway, according 
to Leones.  

He added that the department will not hesitate to file charges against the provincial government 
and individuals involved in the project. A local official earlier said there was no proper turnover 
of documents for the reclamation project, since this started from the previous provincial 
administration.  

"Ina-assess namin ang damage diyan sa coastal area, sa ecosystems ng sa ilalim ng tubig 
diyan at tinitiyak namin na under the Clean Water Act, tingnan natin kung may pananagutan 
sila, kung mayroon silang violations sa provisions ng mga batas na ito," Leones said.  

"Tinitiyak namin na hindi lang administrative sanction ang ibibigay namin sa kanila pati criminal 
kung dapat silang kasuhan sa korte," he added. 

It will be difficult to give another ECC to the provincial government if it applies to continue the 
reclamation, Leones said.  

 

 

https://news.abs-cbn.com/news/05/25/22/denr-cancels-ecc-of-coron-reclamation-project
https://news.abs-cbn.com/news/05/25/22/denr-cancels-ecc-of-coron-reclamation-project
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reclamation, Leones said.  

For the environment official, they must see accountability first.  

"Kung mag-apply sila ng ECC diyan, kailangan makita muna natin yung kanilang liability... 
dapat panagutan nila 'yan. Pangalawa, baka mahirapan na tayo kasi baka may violation sila 
na ginawa," he said.  

A group of environment advocates has urged President Rodrigo Duterte to sign an executive 
order for the rehabilitation of Coron Bay. 

A biophysical study conducted by marine biologist, Dr. Filipina Sotto, showed 27 percent of 
corals in impacted area are now dead while others are slowly dying from sedimentation.  

Mangroves are also in danger of dying after being cut off from access to regular water supply, 
the study revealed. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Source: https://news.abs-cbn.com/news/05/27/22/denr-eyes-filing-of-raps-over-rushed-coron-

reclamation  
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Source: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=S0CrOchW5rA  
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Source: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=SDgM55PfDgI  
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Ecotourism is picking up in Philippine national 

parks 
May 26, 2022 | 12:05 am 

 

 

“CLIENTS are the lifeblood of a mountain.” 

This was said by Lito Z. Babaison, a Department of Environment and Natural Resources 

(DENR) forester based in Camiguin, in a press release. Luckily, after two particularly bad 

tourism years because of the ongoing coronavirus disease 2019 (COVID-19) pandemic, things 

are finally looking up. 

The United Nations Development Program (UNDP), together with the DENR and the 

Department of Tourism (DoT), collaborated on the Year of the Protected Areas (YoPA). 

Launched on May 23, the awareness-raising campaign aims to bring visitors back to the 

country’s national parks. 

The Philippines has 246 protected areas totaling three million hectares — the latest being Mr. 

Arayat in Pampanga and Tirad Pass in Ilocos Sur. 

With the challenges brought about by the pandemic, government resources are thinly stretched, 

according to DENR Biodiversity Management Bureau director Natividad Y. Bernardino. 

“All the protected areas need funding… so part of the upkeep funds must come from the public 

via ecotourism,” she said in a press statement. 

Guides and porters at the Camiguin volcano Mt. Hibok-Hibok earn P1,500 and P800 per day, 

respectively. The forester, Mr. Babaison, said that since opening in December 2021, guides 

and porters in the island-province have been able to resume their livelihood. 

Other national parks in the Philippines are starting to see an influx of visitors too. 
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Other national parks in the Philippines are starting to see an influx of visitors too. 

Apo Reef in Occidental Mindoro, for one, welcomed 212 visitors since it reopened in April, 
generating revenues of about P250,000. Between March 2020 to March 2022, it only had 35 
visitors. 

Mt. Pulag in Luzon, for another, has been welcoming over 2,700 visitors since January, 
resulting in about P500,000 in revenues. In 2021, it recorded a thousand visitors. 

Because COVID-19 is still a reality, so is the use of face masks. 

“Face masks should be worn especially at the jump-off point and when passing through 
communities,” said UN consultant Gregg H. Yan, in an e-mail. “Local guides constantly but 
gently inculcate the need to follow safety measures, even in the bush. Better safe than sorry, 
after all.” 

They are also empowered to advise visitors against knowingly or unknowingly breaking the law. 

“We have plantitas [plant enthusiasts] who love to pluck orchids and other plants illegally,” said 
Ronald G. Rabile, who comes from three generations of mountain guides in Camiguin. “Like 
the guardian in the lake, we protect this mountain too.” 

The Philippines is a consumer, source, and transit point for the illegal wildlife trade, per the 
Asian Development Bank. Possession of wild plants and animals can warrant a fine of 
P300,000. and a four-year jail term. 

“Let’s keep wildlife where they belong: safe in our forests, rivers, lakes, and coasts,” Mr. Yan 
added. 

The DoT launched the second phase of its sustainable tourism campaign on May 18. Activities 
under the “Keep the Fun Going” campaign include encouraging travelers to hike or bike more 
often; promoting volunteerism in community restoration efforts like planting; and motivating 
tourists to book eco-friendly accommodations. 

Healthcare practitioners in countries such as the US and Canada have been prescribing “nature 
therapy” to patients. Also called ecotherapy, exposure to nature has been known to counter 
depression, improve blood pressure, and boost immune function. — Patricia Mirasol 

 

 

 

 

 

Source: https://www.bworldonline.com/arts-and-leisure/2022/05/26/450743/ecotourism-is-

picking-up-in-philippine-national-

parks/?fbclid=IwAR0RIrJBN2DljfgkowYDptKNZuEX6AiDhEJceElKuU3pDn5qvG2MS2Qml

eE  
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YEAR OF THE PROTECTED AREAS, INILUNSAD NG 

DENR, DILG AT DOT 

 
May 27, 2022 @ 7:11 PM  14 hours ago 

LUMAGDA sa isang Joint Declaration ang mga kalihim ng Department of Environment and 
Natural Resources, Department of the Interior and Local Government, at  Department of 
Tourism para suportahan ang selebrasyon ng YoPA o ang “Year of the Protected Areas”. 
  
Isinagawa ang paglagda nitong May 24, 2022 nina DENR acting secretary Jim Sampulna, DILG 
secretary Eduardo Año at DOT secretary Bernadette Romulo-Puyat kaugnay sa 90th 
anniversary ng pagkakaroon ng national park sa bansa. 
  
Isinasaad sa deklarasyon na pangungunahan ng Biodiversity Management Bureau ng DENR 
at Biodiversity Finance Initiative ng United Nations Development Program ang kampanya na 
may pagtulong buhat sa DILG at DOT. 
  
Magtutulong-tulong ang mga ahensya para sa promosyon at proteksyon ng protected areas sa 
ilalim ng National Integrated Protected Areas System sa Pambansa at lokal na bahagi. 
  
Ang YoPA ay bahagi ng mas malawakang selebrasyon ng International Day of Biological 
Diversity 2022. 
  
Ayon sa CBD, ang Pilipinas ay sa 18 mega-diverse countries sa buong mundo kung saan 2/3 
ng Earth’s biodiversity, 70% ng mga halaman, at 80% ng mga hayop ay makikita sa ating 
arkepelago. 
  
Ikalima ang ating bansa sa pinakamaraming plant species at at mayroon tayong 5% ng mga 
bulaklak. At mayroong 53,00 species ang tanging sa Pilipinas lamang matatagpuan o endemic. 
  
Pero ang nakalulungkot, may 700 species ay nasa “extinction level” na o malapit ng mawala, 
93% ng ating original forest cover ang nasira na matapos ang digmaan, at 53% ng ating coral 
reefs ang “in poor condition”. 
  
Sa kasalukuyan ay mayroong 246 protected areas sa ilalim ng NIPAS Act kung saan 112 ang 
ipinasa ng Kongreso, 13 ang idineklara ng Pangulo ng bansa, at 121 ang initial component ng 
system.   
  
Ang Mount Arayat ang siyang first national park sa bansa na itinatag noong June 27, 1933 
alinsunod sa Republic Act No. 3915 o ang pagtatalaga ng mga national parks noong 1932. 

  

Sa temang “Protected Areas for a Protected Future”, maliban sa konserbasyon, 

hangad din na ma-engganyo ang mga Pilipino na bisitahin ang mga national 

parks. 
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Sa temang “Protected Areas for a Protected Future”, maliban sa konserbasyon, hangad din na 
ma-engganyo ang mga Pilipino na bisitahin ang mga national parks. 
  
Kaugnay sa pagdiriwang ngayong taon, may anim na tampok na national parks, ang 
ü  Bongsanlay Natural Park sa Masbate; 
ü  Apo Reef Natural Park sa Occidental Mindoro; 
ü  Samar Island Natural Park sa mga lalawigan ng Samar, Eastern Samar at Northern Samar; 
ü  Balinsasayao Twin Lakes Natural Park sa Negros Oriental; 
ü  Mt. Hamiguitan Range Wildlife Sanctuary sa Davao Oriental; at ang 
ü  Mts. Timpoong Hibok-Hibok Natural Monument sa Camiguin 
  
Bahagi rin ng pagdiriwang ang paglalabas ng isang Presidential Proclamation na nagdedeklara 
sa taong 2022 bilang “National Year of the Protected Area”, at paggunita sa bawat buwan 
ng Hunyo bilang “Month of the Protected Areas”. 
  
Hinihintay na lamang ang paglagda dito ni Pangulong Rodrigo Roa Duterte. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Source: https://www.remate.ph/year-of-the-protected-areas-inilunsad-ng-denr-dilg-at-dot/  
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BICAM REPORT SA WASTE PLASTIC 
MANAGEMENT NIRATIPIKAHAN NG SENADO 
May 26, 2022 jp admin 

 
NIRATIPIKAHAN ng Senado noong Lunes ang bicameral conference committee report sa 
magkakasalungat na probisyon ng bills na nagtatakda sa mekanismo ng extended producers’ 
responsibility (EPR) sa waste plastic packaging. 

Sa Senate plenary session,  isinulong ni Sen. Cynthia A. Villar, chairperson ng Committee on 
Environment, Natural Resources, and Climate Change, ang ratification ng report sa Senate Bill 
No. 2425 at House Bill No. 10696. 

Sinabi ni Villar na sa ilalim ng bill, gagawing institusyunado ang EPR bilang practical policy 
approach sa mas epektibong waste management. 

“The proposed legislation focuses on waste reduction, recovery and recycling and the 
development of environment-friendly products that advocates the internationally-accepted 
principle on sustainable consumption and production, circular economy and producers’ full 
responsibility throughout the life cycle of their products,” ani Villar sa kanyang sponsorship 
speech. 

Ipinahayag ni Villar na itinatakda  ng EPR  na magtatag ang malalaking  enterprises o obliged 
enterprises ng phase-in programs sa  plastic packaging ng kanilang mga produkto para  sa 
mas epektibong pangangasiwa  ng plastic packaging waste at mabawasan ang  production, 
importation, supply o paggamit ng plastic packaging. 

“The obliged enterprises may voluntarily organize themselves to form or authorize a producer 
responsibility organization for the purpose of establishing a viable platform to implement their 
EPR program,” ani Villar. 

Sa ilalim ng  reconciled version ng dalawang bills, may target dates sa recovery ng plastic 
product footprint mula sa nakaraang taon mula sa effectivity  nito gaya ng sumusunod: 
• 20 percent sa  December 31, 2023; 
• 40 percent sa December 31, 2024; 
• 50 percent sa December 31, 2025; 
• 60 percent sa December 31, 2026; 
• 70 percent sa December 31, 2027; 
• 80 percent sa December 31, 2028; at sa susunod na kada taon. 

Dahil dito, kinakailangan ding magsumite ng obliged enterprises sa  Department of 
Environment and Natural Resources ng report ng kanilang  compliance kabilang ang nararapat 
na documentation. (ESTONG REYES) 

Source: https://saksingayon.com/news-break/bicam-report-sa-waste-plastic-management-

niratipikahan-ng-senado/?fbclid=IwAR3eJ1zjOhrKxw-kmX-

pWLVaOqr3R9D5NaFR7VH75lQJ_7qIB45RskTtDv8  
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Antas ng tubig sa Angat Dam posibleng tumaas pa 
Micka Bautista May 26, 2022 Local, News 

Inihayag ng National Water Resources Board (NWRB) na posibleng tumaas ang antas ng tubig 

sa Angat Dam sa lalawigan ng Bulacan na nagsusuplay ng tubig sa buong Metro Manila. 

Dahil ito sa patuloy na nararanasang La Niña phenomenon o ang patuloy na pagbuhos ng 

malalakas na ulan sa Metro Manila at ibang lugar sa bansa. 

Ayon kay NWRB Executive Director Sevillo David, mas mataas pa sa normal water level ang 

inaasahan ngayong taon batay na rin sa abiso ng PAGASA. 

Ayon kay David, kailangang naka-alerto ang lahat ng mga nangangasiwa ng dam at  lokal na 

pamahalaan upang maging ligtas ang mga residenteng maaapektuhan ng pagbaha sanhi ng 

patuloy na pagbuhos ng ulan. (Micka Bautista) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Source: https://hatawtabloid.com/2022/05/26/antas-ng-tubig-sa-angat-dam-posibleng-tumaas-

pa/?fbclid=IwAR13Q1KfhAS7VutqVA6G1iZRMrMoNgozBMG0nZ16q6qwenZRD8H0-

YhHIi4  
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Responsible mining 
HIDDEN AGENDA - Mary Ann LL. Reyes - The Philippine Star May 28, 2022 | 12:00am 

Last December, the Department of Environment and Natural Resources (DENR) lifted the four-

year ban on the open-pit method of mining for copper, gold, silver and complex ores in the 

country. 

According to the DENR, open-pit mining is a globally accepted method of mining and the most 

feasible option for mining near-surface or shallow ore deposits. 

Department officials explained that the lifting of the ban is meant to revitalize the mining industry 

and usher in significant economic benefits to the country by providing raw materials for the 

construction and development of other industries and by increasing employment opportunities 

in rural areas. 

The total ban was ordered by former DENR Secretary Gina Lopez in 2017, citing the destructive 

nature and potential for disaster of open-pit mining, aside from the fact that the method is a 

financial liability, poses risks to host communities, and kills the economic potential of the 

community. 

According to Lopez, most mining disasters in the country were due to the tailings spills 

associated with open-pit mining 

Department Order 2017-10 noted that open-pit mines cause adverse impacts to the 

environment, particularly due to the generation of acidic and/or heavy metal-laden water, 

erosion of mine waste dumps and/or vulnerability of tailings dams to geological hazards. 

It was meant to prevent a repeat of major mine tailings spills that contaminated waterways in 

Marinduque in 1996 and in Benguet in 2012. 

The Marcopper mining disaster in 1996 has been described as one of the worst mining and 

environmental disasters in Philippine history. 

House Speaker Lord Allan Jay Velasco said the government should continue to demand 

accountability from Marcopper for its irresponsible mining practices that have caused 

irreparable damage to the environment and to the people of Marinduque. 

But Marcopper’s negligence as well as the unsustainable and dangerous practices of a few 

irresponsible miners should not penalize the whole industry and millions of people who depend 

on it. 

Environment Secretary Roy Cimatu, in overturning the 2017 ban on open-pit mining last Dec. 

23, believes that there are methods and technologies that could held avoid or mitigate the 

negative impacts of open-pit mining. 

Cimatu’s directive came eight months after President Duterte lifted a moratorium on new mining 

agreements which was imposed in 2012 by then President Benigno Aquino III as part of efforts 

to reform the mining sector. 

One of the first major mining project to benefit from the lifting of the open-pit mining ban would 

be Saggitarius Mines’ Tampakan Copper-Gold project in South Cotabato. 

This was after the Sangguniang Panlalawigan of South Cotabato amended the province’s 

Environmental Code which effectively lifted a ban on open-pit mining and which paved the way 

for the resumption of the $5.9-billion mining project. 

 

The Chamber of Mines of the Philippines (COMP) believes that open-pit mines can be operated 

safely according to globally accepted standards and can be rehabilitated properly in a manner 

that provides alternative and productive land use after the life of the mine. 

✓ 
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The Chamber of Mines of the Philippines (COMP) believes that open-pit mines can be operated 

safely according to globally accepted standards and can be rehabilitated properly in a manner 

that provides alternative and productive land use after the life of the mine. 

According to COMP, headed by its chairman Michael Toledo, better opportunities lie ahead in 

South Cotabato and other areas from big-ticket mining projects. 

He said that together with Silangan and Kingking ($2-billion project of St. Augustine Gold and 

Copper Ltd in Compostela Valley) which are two other copper-gold projects in Mindanao, 

Tampakan would be a powerful vehicle to achieve a vibrant, multi-faceted local and regional 

economy that provides sustainable employment, business opportunities, and other social 

development programs that will improve and enhance the quality of life of those living in these 

projects’ host and neighboring communities. 

Toledo noted that when these projects go full swing, they can increase yearly national 

government revenues by P12 billion a year, local government revenues by P1.5 billion, exports 

by almost $2 billion, and social expenditures by P800 million per year, but added that COMP 

welcomes any regulatory changes that would allow the revitalization of mining in the country. 

The Philippines’s mining potential is still largely untapped. According to the Mines and 

Geosciences Bureau, more than a third of the country’s total land area of 30 million hectares 

has been identified as having high mineral potential, but only less than five percent of its mineral 

reserves has been extracted so far. 

To ensure the safe conduct of open-pit mining, the DENR in its new order lifting the ban requires 

project proponents to ensure that their method would not pose any hazard to public health and 

safety that might result from ground failure or physical deterioration and that it would not release 

any hazardous chemicals into the environment but adopting proven and acceptable techniques 

to control it through internationally accepted containment, collection and treatment methods. 

As in any new law or set of rules or regulations, implementation is the key. Mining companies 

should never be allowed to just extract nature’s resources and then leave the land permanently 

scarred without any thought of the consequences that their activities have caused on the 

surroundings and the people around it. 

When I visited the Mt. Isa Mines in Australia before, the mining company many years before 

the life of the mine ends is already in consultation with the community as to what to do with the 

huge hole created on the ground by the open-pit mining process. 

Transparency and accountability are of course key to making sure that the mining disasters of 

the past will never happen again. Both the government and the leaders of our mining industry 

should work hand in hand to create a regulatory environment that will help achieve more 

sustainable mining practices by learning from the best practices adopted by other countries. 

  

For comments, e-mail at mareyes@philstarmedia.com. 
 

 

 

 

Source: https://www.philstar.com/business/2022/05/28/2184174/responsible-mining  
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Cheaper medicines 
ENTINEL - Ramon T. Tulfo - The Philippine Star May 28, 2022 | 12:00am 

President-elect Bongbong Marcos’ plan for the Philippines to partner with India in making 

generic drugs will considerably bring down the cost of medicines. 

“India is one of the largest manufacturers of generic drugs. We could go into partnership so we 

could have production here in the Philippines,” said Marcos after meeting with Indian 

Ambassador Shambhu Kumaran. 

The cost of essential drugs is so prohibitive that the poor can’t afford to buy them. 

A giant drugstore chain reportedly makes a profit of 1,000 percent for medicines such as those 

for diabetes, hypertension, fever and infection. 

As an example, if a branded medicine for hypertension sold by a drugstore chain was P100, 

the cost of the same medicine of the same brand from India would only cost P10. 

If the government set up a pharmacy in every town or city dispensing generic medicines from 

India, big drug stores would be forced to bring down the prices of their medicines. 

The poor would greatly benefit from the low cost of medicine as this sector is prey to all kinds 

of sickness. 

*      *      * 

The next climate change meetings will be held in Stockholm, Sweden from June 2 to 3, which 

President Rodrigo “Digong” Duterte plans to attend before he steps down. 

The President has said he regretted not giving much attention to climate change during his six-

year term. 

Climate change is caused by the degradation of the environment due to massive deforestation, 

pollution of water, ground and air resources, and other similar issues. 

Air pollution is caused by carbon emissions from factories and motor vehicles. 

Had Digong listened to this columnist early in his administration, there would have been less 

air pollution caused by motor vehicles now. 

Most of the country’s trucks, buses, jeepneys, cars, ships and boats are culprits in polluting our 

air. 

If you’re in an airplane above our capital city, you’ll see Metro Manila’s skyline enveloped in 

haze, which is mostly caused by emissions from motor vehicles. 

I had suggested to the then newly-elected President Digong in 2016 that his government give 

attention to air pollution that causes lung ailments among the population. 

Digong said he would take my advice, but apparently forgot about it. 

I care for clean air as I suffer from lung ailments – such as coughing, runny nose and sore 

throat – when the haze over Metro Manila becomes thick. 

Wanting to contribute to a state of cleaner air quality, I accepted years ago the offer from 

Omstar Corp., based in Los Angeles, California, to distribute DX-1 fuel and oil additives for 

motor vehicles. 

Most of the country’s motor vehicles have old, defective engines which emit thick, black smoke 

from their exhaust. 

Omstar DX-1 reduces motor vehicle emissions by as much as 90 percent. 

Thick, black smoke from motor vehicles is caused by defective engines, which is 
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Omstar DX-1 reduces motor vehicle emissions by as much as 90 percent. 

Thick, black smoke from motor vehicles is caused by defective engines, which is “cured” by 

DX-1 by acting as a “metal soap” for cylinder lubrication. 

By cleaning the engine of impurities such as sludge, DX-1 promotes a longer working engine 

life and saves on gasoline and diesel consumption by 10 to 20 percent. 

The Department of Environment and Natural Resources (DENR) under the late secretary Gina 

Lopez was to have used DX-1 on all motor vehicles of the department after intensive tests. 

The plan to use the product on DENR vehicles didn’t push through after Lopez’s appointment 

was not approved by the bicameral Commission on Appointments. 

Based on successful tests by the DENR, I approached the Land Transportation Office (LTO) to 

convince owners of motor vehicles who were renewing their registrations to try Omstar DX-1 

for cleaner air. 

Corruption – people asking for bribes – stopped me from pursuing my deal with some 

government and private agencies to use DX-1, which is considered “liquid gold” in the US, 

some countries in Europe and Mexico. 

This may sound like sourgraping, but I’ve witnessed corruption up close and personal in the 

government, and even in some private offices, because of DX-1. 

Even if I wanted to close deals for DX-1, I couldn’t engage in bribery, as that would be violating 

Omstar Corporation’s policy. Giving bribes is anathema and illegal to any US company. 

A decade ago, I nearly closed a deal with Iran to supply that country with Omstar DX-1. 

An Iranian official with the rank of minister surreptitiously came to Manila to talk with me and 

my principals from California. 

Iran, I learned from the minister, is one of the most polluted countries in the world. 

The deal didn’t push through because of Iran’s problematic relations with the US, the source of 

Omstar DX-1. 

To contribute to cleaner air, my company has made DX-1 available in 30 ml. bottles at P148 

each. Each bottle is good for 40 liters of gasoline or diesel. 

Only one liter of DX-1 is needed for 1,280 liters of gasoline or diesel. Its former brand name 

was D-1280X because of the ratio. 

*      *      * 

The war between Russia and Ukraine has exponentially raised the prices of gasoline, diesel 

and other fuel products. 

“Those who are using cars, you complain every day that fuel prices are getting higher by the 

hour. The reason for the higher prices is we do not have our own. We are importing the source 

of energy,” said President Digong. 

May I humbly offer Omstar DX-1 to motor vehicle owners, including motorcyclists and tricycle 

drivers? 

My 8-cylinder Toyota Land Cruiser, which is diesel-fueled, runs like it’s gasoline-fed. I save 20 

percent on fuel costs using DX-1. 

My friends whom I’ve convinced to use DX-1 on their cars speak highly of the product. 

My company delivers DX-1 through delivery outlets like Lalamove and Grab in Metro 
Manila, and LBC, JRS, J&T in the provinces. 

✓ 



May 28, 2022 

Date 

 3 of 3 

Page 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

STRATEGIC  

COMMUNICATION &   

INITIATIVES  

SERVICE 

Headline 

Editorial 

Column 

Opinion 

Feature Article 

 

My company delivers DX-1 through delivery outlets like Lalamove and Grab in Metro Manila, 

and LBC, JRS, J&T in the provinces. 

You may call 0915-926-3088, 0976-001-4413 or 0917-801-3843 for inquiries. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Source: https://www.philstar.com/opinion/2022/05/28/2184334/cheaper-medicines  
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Fruit-bearing trees eyed as possible timber 
alternatives 
By Ma. Cristina Arayata May 27, 2022, 8:13 pm 

 
TO GIVE WOOD AND FRUITS. Quezon City Task Force Street Lighting personnel prunes a mango tree at the corner of Sanches 

and Miller Street in Barangay Bungad, San Francisco del Monte, Quezon City in this file photo. Some fruit-bearing trees are being 

studied as possible alternative to timber, the Department of Science and Technology said on Friday (May 27, 2022). (PNA file 
photo by Ben Briones)  

MANILA – The Department of Science and Technology (DOST) is looking at fruit-bearing trees 
as possible alternatives to commercial timber due to the "insignificant movement of the wood 
during drying," Secretary Fortunato de la Peña said on Friday. 

"Old, fruit-bearing trees that abound in rural areas may help address the local wood industries’ 
huge demand for raw materials. Many of these trees get uprooted whenever there are strong 
typhoons," de la Peña said in a taped report aired in the afternoon. 

The DOST's Forest Products Research and Development Institute (FPRDI) studied the 
physical and mechanical properties of such trees as nangka, santol, durian, and marang. 

Underutilized antipolo and batino trees were also studied. 

"All the fruit-bearing species in the study showed low to medium volumetric shrinkage, 
indicating insignificant movement of the wood during drying. This is an important property when 
processing wood into high-end products that need high dimensional stability," he said. 

The FPRDI suggested that wood from nangka, santol, and antipolo trees be used as 
construction materials that require moderately low strength. 

The three species have the same physical and mechanical properties, de la Peña added. 

Researchers likewise found that the batino could be a source of timber for medium to heavy 
construction due to its moderately high strength and medium volumetric shrinkage. 

For light construction, he said durian and marang could be used as alternatives. 

Senile nangka, santol, and durian trees, on the other hand, can be cut into timber. 

Old trees that are unable to produce a substantial number of fruits are considered senile. 

De la Peña noted that since trees can be used for specific purposes based on their properties, 
they have the potential to be used for new wood applications. 
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De la Peña noted that since trees can be used for specific purposes based on their properties, 
they have the potential to be used for new wood applications. 

"This is why knowing their physical and mechanical properties is crucial in determining their 
use as possible commercial timber substitutes," he said. (PNA) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Source: https://www.pna.gov.ph/articles/1175328  
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BFAR helps rehabilitate Marilao river thru 
mangrove planting 
By Zorayda Tecson May 27, 2022, 8:44 pm 

 
MANGROVE PLANTING. Fisherfolk plant mangrove propagules in Nagbalon village, Marilao town in Bulacan on Friday (May 27, 

2022). This is part of the government's effort to help improve the quality of water in the Marilao river and the same time, prevent 

flooding and serve as a breeding ground for fish. (Photo courtesy of BFAR-3) 

CITY OF SAN FERNANDO, Pampanga – About 8,000 mangrove shoots will be planted in 
Barangay Nagbalon in Marilao, Bulacan as part of long-term measures to improve the quality 
of water in the town's major river. 

Wilfredo Cruz, director of the Bureau of Fisheries and Aquatic Resources (BFAR) 3 (Central 
Luzon), said Friday that 60 fisherfolk were taught how to properly plant mangroves around the 
Nagbalon creek, a minor water channel of the Marilao river, which in total will cover a hectare 
of rehabilitated mangrove area. 

“Mangroves can prevent storm surge, serve as the breeding ground for fish, and at the same 
time, protect the dike,” Cruz said in a video interview. 

Arlene Morales-Mendoza, officer-in-charge of BFAR’s Fisheries Resource Management 
Section, said mangroves could also improve the quality of water and help avert flooding. 

“Makakatulong po ito sa tubig para maging malinis. Alam naman po natin ang kulay ng ating 
ilog. So, sa takdang panahon, kapag lumaki na ang bakawan, ito ay makakatulong para mag-
recycle ng tubig. Makakatulong sa palaisdaan and at the same time, sa kapaligiran (It can help 
make the water clean. We know the color of our river. In due time, once the mangroves have 
grown, they can help recycle the water. They can help the fishpond and at the same time, the 
environment),” Morales-Mendoza said. 

Marilao Mayor Ricardo Silvestre thanked the BFAR, citing the importance of mangroves in 
preventing soil erosion and flooding in the coastal areas. 

“Napakahalaga ng bakawan dahil una, ito ay pamamahayan ng mga isda. Kaya napaka-
imporante ng bakawan dahil ito rin ay magiging lilim ng mga isda (Mangroves are very 
important, first, because they serve as a breeding area of fish. These mangroves are also 
important because they serve as shade for fish),” Silvestre said. 

According to BFAR-3’s Coastal Resource Management Unit, mangroves are expected to be 
fully grown in five to 10 years. 

About one million mangrove propagules have been planted in some areas of Central Luzon in 
the past five years. (PNA) 

Source: https://www.pna.gov.ph/articles/1175327  

 

https://www.pna.gov.ph/articles/1175327


May 28, 2022 

Date 

 1 of 1 

Page 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

STRATEGIC  

COMMUNICATION &   

INITIATIVES  

SERVICE 

Headline 

Editorial 

Column 

Opinion 

Feature Article 

Masungi Georeserve’s Billie Dumaliang among 
Forbes 30 Under 30 in Asia 2022 
Published May 27, 2022 3:44pm 

 

Masungi Georeserve Foundation’s advocacy officer and trustee Billie Dumaliang has been 

included in the prestigious “Forbes 30 Under 30” in Asia in 2022. 

Dumaliang was named under the social impact category for “systemically and sustainably 

transforming education, business and beyond.” 

Forbes’ seventh annual “30 Under 30 Asia” list features 300 young entrepreneurs, leaders and 

trailblazers across the Asia-Pacific region, all under the age of 30, who are inspiring change 

and driving innovation in their respective fields amid the challenges brought about by the Covid-

19 pandemic. 

It said the 2022 list featured a diverse set of honorees selected from over 4,000 nominations. 

“This select group of relentless individuals are disrupting industries and tackling major global 

issues,” said Forbes. 

“The criteria for honorees making the list include their demonstration of leadership, how they 

embody the entrepreneurial spirit that is synonymous with Forbes, and their potential of 

success in their industry. Other factors like innovation, disruption—and size and growth of their 

ventures in some categories—play a role in making the final decision,” it added. 

In a statement, Dumaliang said she dedicated the recognition to their “entire team and rangers 

who are holding the line at Masungi.” 

“It shows that our work and innovative  approaches continue to be recognized and supported 

by the international community,” she said. 

Masungi Georeserve Foundation conserves a limestone forest heavily threatened by quarrying, 

illegal structures, and corruption. In 2017, it embarked on a mission to restore 2,700 hectares 

of degraded watershed areas surrounding Masungi through a landmark agreement with the 

Department of Environment and Natural Resources. 

Billie and her sister Ann Dumaliang were also recognized as awardees of Vanity Fair’s 

Changing Your Mind Awards in 2021. 

In 2018, the team at Masungi Georeserve Foundation received a Special Commendation for 
Innovation in Conservation Financing and Resourcing at the UN Convention on Biological 
Diversity held in Sharm el Sheikh, Egypt. According to a report by the UN Development 
Programme, the gap for biodiversity financing in the Philippines is at a staggering 80%. – RC, 
GMA News 

Source: https://www.gmanetwork.com/news/lifestyle/content/833071/masungi-georeserve-s-

billie-dumaliang-among-forbes-30-under-30-in-asia-2022/story/?fbclid=IwAR3O43UGoKF2L-

Kc1k27FJTalSafZFTYp-P-LTHi7zi-MGGQxQ3EOJJ1flw  

 

https://www.forbes.com/30-under-30/2022/asia/
https://www.forbes.com/30-under-30/2022/asia/social-impact
https://www.gmanetwork.com/news/lifestyle/travel/777857/filipina-sisters-among-vanity-fair-s-changing-your-mind-travel-awards-2021-winners/story/
https://www.gmanetwork.com/news/lifestyle/travel/676260/masungi-georeserve-wins-international-award/story/
https://www.gmanetwork.com/news/lifestyle/content/833071/masungi-georeserve-s-billie-dumaliang-among-forbes-30-under-30-in-asia-2022/story/?fbclid=IwAR3O43UGoKF2L-Kc1k27FJTalSafZFTYp-P-LTHi7zi-MGGQxQ3EOJJ1flw
https://www.gmanetwork.com/news/lifestyle/content/833071/masungi-georeserve-s-billie-dumaliang-among-forbes-30-under-30-in-asia-2022/story/?fbclid=IwAR3O43UGoKF2L-Kc1k27FJTalSafZFTYp-P-LTHi7zi-MGGQxQ3EOJJ1flw
https://www.gmanetwork.com/news/lifestyle/content/833071/masungi-georeserve-s-billie-dumaliang-among-forbes-30-under-30-in-asia-2022/story/?fbclid=IwAR3O43UGoKF2L-Kc1k27FJTalSafZFTYp-P-LTHi7zi-MGGQxQ3EOJJ1flw
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DA allays fears on Avian Flu infecting PH Eagle 

 
May 27, 2022 

AN official of the Department of Agriculture (DA) Davao Region allayed fears that the Avian 

Influenza (AI) or bird flu might affect the survivability of the Philippine Eagle. 

 

Dr. Karl Pineda, representing the livestock division of the field unit operation of DA-Davao, said 

the Avian Influenza might contaminate poultry products like chicken and ducks but it does not 

affect the haven of the Philippine Eagle. 

He said most of the time, the bird flu virus thrives on the plain areas while the Philippine Eagles’ 

haven is in the forest. 

 

“The eagles are far from the areas where the [bird flu] virus thrives on poultries in the plain,” 

Pineda said. 

 

He said the tracks of migratory birds which are the carriers of the bird flu virus are far from the 

places where the eagles fly. 

Pineda said the bird flu virus contaminates through the droppings of migratory birds. 
 
He recalled that the Regional Disaster Risk Reduction and Management Council in Davao 
Region issued a resolution activating the Regional Task Force on the Zoonotic Diseases for all 
agency members and local government units to implement measures and support the task 
force by all means and to include security and border control among others in order to prevent 
the entry of the AI in the region. 
 
Pineda revealed that the DA-Davao received a report from the Bureau of Animal Industry last 
April 1, 2022 of the laboratory test result from the grazing ducks owned by a farmer in 
Magsaysay, Davao del Sur which reflected positive for Avian Influenza. 
 
“The nature of rearing of the AI-affected flock owned by the affected farm is primarily grazing 
transitory ducks, so he traveled the flock from Koronadal City, South Cotabato to Magsaysay, 
Davao del Sur during the harvest season from the last week of February 2022. He is a resident 
of Purok Kinalawi 1, President Quirino, Sultan Kudarat,” he said. 
 
Pineda said that on April 2, 2022, a composite team of DA-Davao, Bureau of Animal Industry, 
Veterinary Quarantine Services-Davao and the Provincial Veterinarian of Davao del Sr visited 
Barangay San Isidro, in Magsaysay, Davao del Sur to meet the Municipal Agricultural Officer 
and the barangay officials of San Isidro. 
 
He said on April 3, 2022, depopulation of the affected flock of ducks commenced, wherein 
3,008 heads of grazing docks were culled using carbon dioxide and were disposed accordingly 
in the vicinity. (PR) 

Source: https://www.sunstar.com.ph/article/1930305/davao/local-news/da-allays-fears-on-

avian-flu-infecting-ph-eagle  

 

https://www.sunstar.com.ph/article/1930305/davao/local-news/da-allays-fears-on-avian-flu-infecting-ph-eagle
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Source: https://www.facebook.com/abscbnNEWS/videos/515871056694044  
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Strawberry farms threaten Spanish wetlands 
Agence France-Presse / 07:38 PM May 27, 2022 

 
Tourists visit the Donana Natural Park in Ayamonte, Huelva, on May 19, 2022. – The huge Donana National Park, 
home to one of Europe’s largest wetlands, is threatened by intensive farming. Water supplies to the park have 
declined dramatically due to climate change and the over-extraction of water by neighboring strawberry farms, 

often through illegal wells, scientists say. Huelva, the drought-prone province where the park is located, produces 
300,000 tonnes of strawberries a year, 90 percent of Spain’s output. (Photo by JORGE GUERRERO / AFP) 

Donana National Park, Spain — Standing in the middle of a stretch of land surrounded by 
dunes and pine forest, Juan Romero examines the cracked ground then stares at the dusty 
horizon. 
 
“It’s dry… really dry,” the retired teacher said at the huge Donana National Park in southern 
Spain, home to one of Europe’s largest wetlands, which is threatened by intensive farming. 
 
“At this time of the year this should be covered with water and full of flamingos,” added Romero, 
a member of Save Donana, a group that has been fighting for years to protect the park. 
 
Water supplies to the park have declined dramatically due to climate change and the over-
extraction of water by neighboring strawberry farms, often through illegal wells, scientists say. 
 
The situation could soon get worse as the regional government of Andalusia, where Donana is 
located, has proposed expanding irrigation rights for strawberry farmers near the park. 
 
It’s a battle pitting environmentalists against politicians and farmers, and the proposal to widen 
irrigation rights has drawn backlash from the EU, the UN and major European grocery store 
chains. 
 
The proposal would regularize nearly 1,900 hectares (4,700 acres) of berry farmland currently 
irrigated by illegal wells, said Juanjo Carmona of the local branch of the World Wildlife Fund for 
Nature (WWF). 
 
“For Donana it would be a disaster,” he added. 
 
The park, whose diverse ecosystem of lagoons, marshes, forests and dunes stretch across 
100,000 hectares, is on the migratory route of millions of birds each year and is home for many 
rare species such as the Iberian lynx. 
 
“Donana is a paradise for migrating birds. But this ecosystem is threatened,” said Romero. 
The driving force behind the plan to extend irrigation rights is the conservative Popular Party 
(PP), which governs the southern region of Andalusia with the support of far-right party Vox. 

 
 
Read more: https://newsinfo.inquirer.net/?p=1603359#ixzz7UXHws2Hl 
Follow us: @inquirerdotnet on Twitter | inquirerdotnet on Facebook 

 

https://newsinfo.inquirer.net/source/agence-france-presse
https://newsinfo.inquirer.net/?p=1603359#ixzz7UXHws2Hl
https://ec.tynt.com/b/rw?id=bSAw-mF-0r4Q-4acwqm_6r&u=inquirerdotnet
https://ec.tynt.com/b/rf?id=bSAw-mF-0r4Q-4acwqm_6r&u=inquirerdotnet
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The plan’s fate will be decided after a snap poll in Andalusia on June 19 but with both parties 
riding high in the polls the controversial proposal looks set to go head. 
 
‘Red gold’ 

Defenders of the proposal argue it will aid those who unfairly missed out during a previous 
regularization of farms in the area put in place in 2014 under a Socialist government. 
 
About 9,000 hectares of farms were regularized but another 2,000 hectares that started being 
farmed after 2004 were deemed illegal. 
 
“This plan was badly done. It should have used 2014 as the cut-off date,” said Rafael Segovia, 
a lawmaker with Vox in Andalusia’s outgoing regional parliament. 
 
The proposed amnesty “does not present any danger for Donana,” Segovia said, adding people 
should take into account the “economic importance of the sector.” 
 
Huelva, the drought-prone province where the park is located, produces 300,000 tonnes of 
strawberries a year, 90 percent of Spain’s output. 
 
Known locally as “red gold”, strawberry farming employs some 100,000 people and accounts 
for nearly eight percent of Andalusia’s economic output. 
 
UNESCO, the UN’s cultural agency, has designated the park one of its World Heritage sites 
and has called for illegal farms near Donana to be dismantled. 
 
It has warned that the regional government’s plan would have an impact that would be “difficult 
to reverse”. 
 
The European Commission has also weighed in. 
 
The plan’s fate will be decided after a snap poll in Andalusia on June 19 but with both parties 
riding high in the polls the controversial proposal looks set to go head. 
 
It has threatened to impose “hefty fines” if any steps were taken to extract more water from 
Donana park after a European court ruling last year scolded Spain for not protecting its 
ecosystem. 
 
And around 20 European supermarket chains, including Lidl, Aldi and Sainsbury’s, sent the 
regional government a letter urging it to abandon the plan. 
 
‘Ruin us’ 
Consumers may get the impression that all strawberries in Huelva come from illegal farms, said 
Manuel Delgado, the spokesman of an association that represents some 300 local farms. 
“This situation will likely cause a major reputational problem,” he said. 
 
The group, the association of farmers Puerta de Donana, argues the plan to extend irrigation 
rights would “only serve the interests of a minority”. 
 
“Water resources are limited,” said Delgado, who fears farms will be forced to drastically reduce 
the amount of land they cultivate due to a lack of water. 
 
“That would ruin us,” he said. 
 
 
 
Backers of the plan, including other larger farmers’ associations, reject these concerns. 
“There is no water problem in Huelva, it’s a lie,” said Segovia, the Vox lawmaker. 
He said water could be diverted to the province’s farms from the Guadiana River on the border 
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Backers of the plan, including other larger farmers’ associations, reject these concerns. 
“There is no water problem in Huelva, it’s a lie,” said Segovia, the Vox lawmaker. 
 
He said water could be diverted to the province’s farms from the Guadiana River on the border 
with Portugal, a solution rejected as “not sustainable” by the WWF. 
 
“When there is no rain, there is no rain everywhere,” said the WWF’s Carmona, adding Spain 
should instead rethink its agricultural model. 
 
Passions are running high. Romero said ecologists who oppose the plan have received death 
threats. 
 
“Without radical changes to curb the overexploitation of water resources, Donana will be a 
desert,” he said. 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Source: https://newsinfo.inquirer.net/1603359/strawberry-farms-threaten-spanish-wetlands  
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Finance faces new nature-positive disclosure 
requirements 
May 27, 2022 | 3:03 pm 

 
PHILSTAR 

DAVOS, Switzerland — Financial firms already struggling with climate-compliance due to 
unclear measurement metrics will soon face new disclosure requirements for biodiversity, or 
nature-related, investments.  
 
“Nature is a financial risk for business,” Elizabeth Mrema, co-chair of the Taskforce on Nature-
related Financial Disclosures (TNFD), told the Reuters Global Markets Forum, adding that $10 
trillion is accrued every year from nature.  
 
The TNFD working group is putting together metrics to measure biodiversity targets in 
consultation with industry and financial institutions. Its post-2020 Biodiversity Framework is 
expected to be adopted later this year.  
 
“It’s about accountability. You cannot improve what you cannot measure. What gets measured 
gets done. We need that robust measurement system,” said Daniel Stander, deputy chair of 
the Resilient Cities Network.  
 
The framework will ask financial institutions and corporate bodies to shift their financial flows 
from nature-negative to nature-positive outcomes.  
 
Another metric will ask the private sector to repurpose and redirect harmful subsidies, worth 
over $500 billion a year.  
 
“Biodiversity is getting higher on the agenda,” said David Knibbe, CEO of Dutch insurer NN 
Group NV, which has 200 billion euros ($214 billion) in assets under management and is active 
in sustainable finance.  
 
“If we get biodiversity problems, let’s say the ecosystem is being disturbed, that could lead to 
food shortages and instability,” Mr. Knibbe said, adding that NN plans to engage with 
companies so that the insurer can track their progress.  
 
“The good news is quite a few of the biodiversity projects go hand-in-hand with the climate 
projects,” Mr. Knibbe said. — Reuters 

Source: https://www.bworldonline.com/world/2022/05/27/451248/finance-faces-new-nature-

positive-disclosure-

requirements/?fbclid=IwAR1p46GT0jNSJtEGw2v7_Xw1fW34TxmUAD5QVypmx_sXDGizX

fJ3qiB5bWY  

 

https://www.bworldonline.com/world/2022/05/27/451248/finance-faces-new-nature-positive-disclosure-requirements/?fbclid=IwAR1p46GT0jNSJtEGw2v7_Xw1fW34TxmUAD5QVypmx_sXDGizXfJ3qiB5bWY
https://www.bworldonline.com/world/2022/05/27/451248/finance-faces-new-nature-positive-disclosure-requirements/?fbclid=IwAR1p46GT0jNSJtEGw2v7_Xw1fW34TxmUAD5QVypmx_sXDGizXfJ3qiB5bWY
https://www.bworldonline.com/world/2022/05/27/451248/finance-faces-new-nature-positive-disclosure-requirements/?fbclid=IwAR1p46GT0jNSJtEGw2v7_Xw1fW34TxmUAD5QVypmx_sXDGizXfJ3qiB5bWY
https://www.bworldonline.com/world/2022/05/27/451248/finance-faces-new-nature-positive-disclosure-requirements/?fbclid=IwAR1p46GT0jNSJtEGw2v7_Xw1fW34TxmUAD5QVypmx_sXDGizXfJ3qiB5bWY
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Singapore lab cracks down on wildlife 
traffickers with forensic tech 
A wildlife forensics laboratory launched in Singapore last year is 

making breakthroughs in tracking down criminal syndicates 

trafficking in wildlife. 

 
Since the official opening of the Centre for Wildlife Forensics in August 2021, 14 people have been arrested using evidence 

gathered by the lab. These arrests, all in China, stemmed from pangolin and ivory seizures in 2019. Image: flowcomm, CC BY-SA 

3.0, via Flickr. 

By Claire Turrell, Mongabay.com 6 minute readMay 27, 2022 

“Initially we were all excited because we had intercepted a record-breaking ivory shipment,” 

says veterinarian Charlene Fernandez of Singapore’s new Centre for Wildlife Forensics. “But 

when we started carrying the tusks one by one into this room to process, everyone suddenly 

became very quiet. A lot of the researchers started leaving the room as they couldn’t take the 

sight of the elephant graveyard in front of them.” 

After a decade of working in veterinary pathology, it was the first time that the Cornell alumna 

had seen anything so upsetting. 

In July 2019, authorities in Singapore had seized 8.8 metric tons of ivory en route to Vietnam 

aboard a shipment from the Democratic Republic of Congo. Now, following the opening of the 

centre in August 2021, it was the job of Fernandez’s team to analyze it. 

What they didn’t realise at that time was that their work would become part of a breakthrough 

study, which used the same mode of forensic science adopted to arrest the Golden State Killer. 

The US serial killer and rapist, who was arrested in 2018 and sentenced in 2020, was caught 

by using technology to trace family trees. But instead of serial killers, the Singapore wildlife 

centre’s DNA findings would be used to catch poachers. 

There is an undisputed clear link between the trafficking of wildlife and the risk of future zoonotic 
diseases and pathogens emerging. Now is the time to address this. 
Scott Roberton, executive director for counter wildlife trafficking, Wildlife Conservation Society 
 

One-third of the world’s shipping containers pass through the port of Singapore, so the city-

state’s anti-poaching efforts are key in the fight against wildlife trafficking. 

After taking samples for research, the Singapore government destroyed the 8.8-metric-ton ivory 

haul on a live broadcast to show the poachers they meant business. But they knew that they 

needed to do more. 

 

 

Source: https://www.bworldonline.com/world/2022/05/27/451248/finance-faces-new-nature-

 

https://www.flickr.com/photos/flowcomm/
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/3.0
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/3.0
https://www.flickr.com/photos/flowcomm/51837575293/sizes/l/
https://news.mongabay.com/2022/05/in-singapore-a-forensics-lab-wields-csi-like-tech-against-wildlife-traffickers/
https://www.bworldonline.com/world/2022/05/27/451248/finance-faces-new-nature-positive-disclosure-requirements/?fbclid=IwAR1p46GT0jNSJtEGw2v7_Xw1fW34TxmUAD5QVypmx_sXDGizXfJ3qiB5bWY
https://www.bworldonline.com/world/2022/05/27/451248/finance-faces-new-nature-positive-disclosure-requirements/?fbclid=IwAR1p46GT0jNSJtEGw2v7_Xw1fW34TxmUAD5QVypmx_sXDGizXfJ3qiB5bWY
https://www.bworldonline.com/world/2022/05/27/451248/finance-faces-new-nature-positive-disclosure-requirements/?fbclid=IwAR1p46GT0jNSJtEGw2v7_Xw1fW34TxmUAD5QVypmx_sXDGizXfJ3qiB5bWY
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“Apart from seizing, crushing and destroying, we need to contribute to the international 
community somehow,” says Anna Wong, director of wildlife trade at the government-run 
National Parks Board (NParks), who helped spearhead the record seizure. “So that is why the 
Centre for Wildlife Forensics was established to collect this vital data, which could be 
disseminated to the source and destination countries so they can do their part as well.” 

The centre aims to become the first laboratory of its kind in Asia that’s approved by CITES, the 
global convention on the wildlife trade. 

Forensics used against wildlife traffickers 

Located in the northern farming region of Singapore, the state-of-the-art lab is the antithesis of 
its leafy surrounds. Researchers are clothed head to foot in PPE garb as they navigate what 
looks like a ship’s galley with sliding glass doors marking the entrance to individual research 
labs. 

Here, they analyze the flora and fauna found in seized shipments. The team is supported by a 
K9 unit, which patrols Singapore’s borders and has been trained to detect ivory and pangolin 
scales in shipments, and a catalogue of wood species housed at the Singapore Botanic 
Gardens. The timber specimens in this catalogue, known as a xylarium, can be compared 
against seizures to help identify suspect wood and stop illegal logging. 

Each plant or animal sample brought to the centre is processed the same way. First, scientists 
treat it with liquid nitrogen to make it brittle, and then use a magnetic compactor to reduce the 
sample to a powder. The powder then goes on a journey along the white-walled corridor of 
laboratories. A roboticised machine, the QIA Symphony, extracts DNA from the powder — it 
can do 90 samples in 80 minutes — and then the DNA is multiplied in the amplification room to 
aid testing. 

If the sample is ivory, researchers then check the DNA against a genetic reference map to 
confirm the species of elephant, and where it originated. 

At less than a year old, the centre is still making constant discoveries. Not only have the 
researchers found they can extract DNA from samples weighing as little as 2 grams (less than 
a tenth of an ounce), but they can also remove DNA from decrepit artefacts, such as a 40-year-
old whale shark. 

While elephant ivory and pangolin seizures account for much of its workload, the centre has 
also received rhino horns, shark fins and sea cucumbers. 

The team has continued to seek out more specialised equipment to speed up the process. The 
quicker they can get results, the faster they can stop traffickers, goes the thinking. 

“Previously, when we had small seizures, we would have to send the samples away to get them 
tested and verified so we could use the results in court,” Wong says. “It could take two to three 
months to coordinate. Now we can turn it around within days.” 

Since the official opening of the Centre for Wildlife Forensics in August 2021, 14 people have 
been arrested using evidence gathered by the lab, Wong says. These arrests, all in China, 
stemmed from pangolin and ivory seizures in 2019. 

And many more suspected traffickers may soon follow, thanks to the lab’s partnership with US 
conservation biologist Samuel Wasser. A professor at the University of Washington, whom The 
New York Times called “the Sherlock Holmes of the wildlife trade,” Wasser has studied 
elephants for more than 20 years. 

 

In his lab in Seattle, he carries out forensic analysis using DNA to determine the origins of 
seized ivory. He created the elephant genetic reference map used by the Singapore lab, and 

can take a tusk from anywhere in Africa and place it to within 290 kilometres (180 miles) of 

 

https://news.mongabay.com/list/wildlife-trade/


May 28, 2022 

Date 

 3 of 4 

Page 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

STRATEGIC  

COMMUNICATION &   

INITIATIVES  

SERVICE 

Headline 

Editorial 

Column 

Opinion 

Feature Article 

In his lab in Seattle, he carries out forensic analysis using DNA to determine the origins of 
seized ivory. He created the elephant genetic reference map used by the Singapore lab, and 
can take a tusk from anywhere in Africa and place it to within 290 kilometres (180 miles) of its 
origin. 

Finding criminal organisations like links in a chain 

Wasser analyzed his first ivory seizure in Singapore in 2002. And it was here that he made one 
of his biggest breakthroughs. When studying seized shipments in 2015, he realised that a lot 
of the tusks didn’t have a pair, so he and his team looked for them in other seizures made in 
Hong Kong, Malaysia, the Philippines, Thailand and Vietnam. This allowed them to connect the 
shipments. 

It also helped highlight the emergence of a new smuggling hotspot in the Kavango-Zambezi 
Transfrontier Conservation Area (KAZA TFCA), which covers the border region between the 
Southern African countries of Angola, Botswana, Namibia, Zambia and Zimbabwe. The KAZA 
TFCA is home to 230,000 of the remaining 415,000 elephants in Africa. But getting both tusks 
could sometimes prove difficult, as Wasser would need each country to give him access to the 
shipments. Moreover, analyzing each seizure can cost $50,000. 

Then Wasser had another breakthrough. 

In March 2022, Wasser published a study in Nature Human Behaviour, co-authored by Wong 
and Fernandez, that showed they could use the same tool that was used to catch the Golden 
State Killer to catch the criminal syndicates trafficking wildlife. The tool is called familial 
searchers. To catch the Golden State Killer, US authorities took DNA from the crime scene and 
compared against the criminal database to find a close relative. Similarly, Wasser compared 
the DNA from seized ivory to link shipments. 

“As females often stay in the family group for their entire life and males leave, but don’t go that 
far, we were able to link dozens and dozens of shipments to the same trafficking network,” 
Wasser says. “We were able to pull together the whole criminal organisation like links in a 
chain.” 

The results are now part of ongoing US Department of Homeland Security investigations. 

“If the criminals use US currency, you can get to their bank accounts, seize their assets and 
cut the legs out from underneath them,” Wasser says. 

Wasser and the Singapore team are now furthering their research by creating a genetic 
reference map for all eight pangolin species, since 25 per cent of all the large pangolin seizures 
are shipped with large ivory seizures. 

“We are now figuring out how the trafficker accumulates all this material from two species with 
drastically different life histories. If we can do this, we get to uncover a lot of the strategies being 
used to move their product,” Wasser says. 

Scott Roberton, executive director for counter wildlife trafficking at the Wildlife Conservation 
Society, calls the launch of the new forensic lab in Singapore significant. 

“The inclusion of forensics in strengthening the prosecution of wildlife trafficking is vital,” he 
says. “Professionalizing how those cases can move through the court and the judicial system 
is really important.” 

Roberton, who has worked in conservation in Southeast Asia for 22 years, says the Covid-19 
pandemic, with its links to the wildlife trade, makes action on wildlife trafficking all the more 
imperative. 

“There has never been a more opportune moment for governments, society, academics and 
media to focus in on wildlife trafficking,” he says. “There is an undisputed clear link 
between the trafficking of wildlife and the risk of future zoonotic diseases and pathogens 

 

https://www.nature.com/articles/s41562-021-01267-6
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“There has never been a more opportune moment for governments, society, academics and 
media to focus in on wildlife trafficking,” he says. “There is an undisputed clear link between 
the trafficking of wildlife and the risk of future zoonotic diseases and pathogens emerging. Now 
is the time to address this.” 

This story was published with permission from Mongabay.com. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Source: https://www.eco-business.com/news/singapore-lab-cracks-down-on-wildlife-

traffickers-with-forensic-tech/  

 

https://news.mongabay.com/2022/05/in-singapore-a-forensics-lab-wields-csi-like-tech-against-wildlife-traffickers/
https://www.eco-business.com/news/singapore-lab-cracks-down-on-wildlife-traffickers-with-forensic-tech/
https://www.eco-business.com/news/singapore-lab-cracks-down-on-wildlife-traffickers-with-forensic-tech/
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NCR Alert Level 1 hanggang Hunyo 15 
Malou Escudero - Pang-masa May 28, 2022 | 12:00am 

\ 
Commuters queue for the free ride at the MRT-3 North Avenue Station in Quezon City on Monday morning, 

March 28, 2022. 
The STAR / Miguel de Guzman 

 

MANILA, Philippines — Simula Hunyo 1 hanggang 15, 2022 sa gitna ng COVID-19 pandemic 

ay mananatili pa rin sa Alert Level 1 ang National Capital Region (NCR) batay sa ilalim ng Inter-

Agency Task Force (IATF) Resolution 168-A. 

Maliban sa NCR ang mga lugar na nasa Alert Level 1 ay ang mga sumusunod: CAR: Abra, 

Apayao, Kalinga, Mountain Province, Baguio City; Region 1: Ilocos Norte, Ilocos Sur, La Union, 

Pangasinan, Dagupan City; Region 2: Batanes, Cagayan, Isabela, Nueva Vizcaya, Quirino, 

City of Santiago; Region 3: Aurora, Bataan, Bulacan, Nueva Ecija, Pampanga, Tarlac, 

Zambales, Angeles City, Olongapo City; Region4-A: Batangas, Cavite, Laguna, Rizal. Lucena 

City; Region 4-B: Marinduque, Oriental Mindoro, Romblon, Puerto Prinsesa City; Region 5: 

Albay, Catanduanes, Naga City; Region 6: Aklan, Capiz, Guimaras, Iloilo, Bacolod City, Iloilo 

City; Region 7: Siquijor, Cebu City, Lapu-Lapu City, Mandaue City; Region 8: Biliran, Eastern 

Samar, Southern Leyte, Ormoc City, Tacloban City; Region 9: Zamboanga City; Region 10: 

Bukidnon, Camiguin, Misamis Occidental, Misamis Oriental, Cagayan de Oro City, Iligan City; 

Region 11: Davao City, Davao Oriental, CARAGA: Surigao del Sur, Butuan City. 

Pinapayagan sa ilalim ng Alert Level 1 ang intrazonal at interzonal travel maging anuman ang 

edad at comorbidities, at ang lahat ng establisimyento, tao o aktibidad na mag-o-operate, 

magtatrabaho ng full on-site capacity ay ‘subject’ sa minimum public health standards. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Source: https://www.philstar.com/pang-masa/police-metro/2022/05/28/2184240/ncr-alert-level-

1-hanggang-hunyo-15  
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Please click this link: 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=9oeWkvNRs20  
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Please click this link: 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Vn_TMN9o_oY 
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Please click this link: 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=VgPLwhl7hjM 
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