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DENR suspends agreements for 3 mining firms over 

Masungi Georeserve encroachment 
Published May 26, 2022, 2:56 PM 
by Aaron Recuenco  

 

The Department of Environment and Natural Resources (DENR) suspended the mining 

production sharing agreements (MPSA) that were granted to three mining companies after they 

allegedly encroached into the Masungi Georeserve in Baras, Rizal. 

“I am suspending the operation of those three MPSAs, and remove the companies’ authority to 

operate in order to remove the public’s speculation and ease their worries,” said DENR Sec. 

Sampulna. 

“I am also calling all those support groups and environmentalists to be active in helping us by 

reporting such illegal activities for us to take action immediately,” he added. 

The affected mining firms were Rapid City Realty and Development Corp., Quimson Limestone, 

Inc., and Quarry Rock Group, Inc., 

Sampulna said he also ordered DENR-Mines and Geosciences Bureau (MGB) Director 

Wilfredo G. Moncano to conduct investigations of other alleged illegal quarrying activities within 

the Upper Marikina River Basin Protected Landscape (UMRBPL). 

In 2017, former DENR Secretary Gina Lopez and Masungi Georeserve Foundation Inc. (MGFI) 

signed a memorandum of agreement covering the 2,798 hectares of land situated inside the 

UMRBPL. 

The UMRBPL, in accordance with the passage of the Expanded National Integrated Protected 

Area Systems Act or ENIPAS Act, was declared as a protected area in 2018. 

In a statement, the Masungi Georeserve urged the DENR to cancel the MPSAs, saying the 

suspension does not guarantee a full stop of operation. 

“In different instances, when there is flooding and public clamor, quarrying is suspended but 

quickly goes back to operation when the noise subsides. We echo the continued call of experts, 

communities, and leaders to once and for all cancel the quarrying agreements in Masungi and 

the watershed, which will show a full and long-term commitment to their conservation,” it said 

in a statement sent to the Manila Bulletin. 

“Non-operation or even a suspension is not a guarantee that quarry operations will not 

commence in the future. It still gives them runway to eventually operate, despite the many 

prohibitions to the same. These quarrying agreements were issued inside protected and 

conserved areas where quarrying is clearly prohibited by law,” he added. 

Masungi Georeserve also said that the quarry companies have also committed gross violations 

constituting breach in their contracts. 

“We humbly and continuously call on the Palace and the DENR to intervene, cancel the MPSAs 

once and for all, and place the safety and welfare of an overwhelming majority over the 

business interests of a few,” the statement read. 

 

Source: https://mb.com.ph/2022/05/26/denr-suspends-agreements-for-3-mining-firms-over-

masungi-georeserve-encroachment/  
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DENR suspends permits of three quarrying 
companies in Rizal 
Rio N. Araja May 26, 2022, 10:30 pm 

The Department of Environment and Natural Resources (DENR) ordered on Wednesday the 

suspension of the quarrying permits of three large-scale companies allegedly encroaching on 

the Masungi Georeserve in Rizal. 

In a virtual presser, DENR acting Secretary Jim Sampulna identified the suspended companies 

as Rapid City Realty and Development Corp., Quimson Limestone, Inc., and Quarry Rock 

Group, Inc. 

Despite encroachment allegations, Sampulna clarified however that these companies have 

been non-operational since 2004. 

“Due to the numerous arising issues published in the newspapers, people who are allegedly 

complaining, so they decided to voluntarily cease operations,” he said. 

Separate notices indicated that the three firms’ Mineral Production Sharing Agreements 

(MPSA) were “void from the beginning” and “do not have prior rights,” among others. 

“I am suspending the operation of those three MPSAs, and removing the companies’ authority 

to operate to remove the public’s speculation,” he added. 

An MPSA is a type of mineral agreement where the state grants the contractor the right to mine 

over an area, granted that there will be government shares in the contractor’s production. 

Meanwhile, the DENR said they will investigate another alleged illegal quarrying in the Upper 

Marikina river basin protected landscape. 

“We will be ordering an investigation if there are any ongoing illegal quarrying operations, 

despite the suspensions,” Mines and Geosciences Bureau director Wilfredo Moncano said. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Source: https://manilastandard.net/news/314231457/denr-suspends-permits-of-three-quarrying-

companies-in-rizal.html  
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DENR suspends quarry permits in Upper 
Marikina watershed, says sites idle anyway 
Gaea Katreena Cabico - Philstar.com May 25, 2022 | 7:27pm 

 
This February 7, 2021 photo shows the forest around Masungi Georeserve in Baras, Rizal. 

Philstar.com/EC Toledo IV 

 

MANILA, Philippines — The Department of Environment and Natural Resources suspended 

Wednesday mineral sharing production agreements (MPSAs) within the Upper Marikina 

watershed that were granted to three firms. 

Acting environment chief Jim Sampulna signed orders suspending MPSAs granted to Rapid 

City Realty and Development Corporation, Quimson Limestone, Inc., and Quarry Rock Group, 

Inc after Masungi Georeserve Foundation alleged the said agreements "do not have prior 

rights" and were "void from the beginning."  

An MPSA gives contractors the right to mine within a contract area. 

"In regard and pending the review on the said allegations, any activity within the MPSA contract 

area is hereby suspended," the orders read. 

In a briefing, Sampulna said the three companies issued with MPSAs in the Upper Marikina 

River Basin Protected Landscape in Rizal province have not been operational since 2004. 

According to a release from the department in April, one MPSA will expire in 2023, and the 

other two will expire in 2024. 

"We want to avert further speculations. Ito kasing mga tao pinapalabas pirmi na may operation 

sa area. Para wala ng speculation, alisin natin ‘yung authority nila to operate para wala nang 

isipin ‘yung mga tao," Sampulna said. 

(We want to avert further speculations. People are making it appear that there are operations 

in the area. To put an end to speculations, let’s remove their authority to operate.) 

Cancelation, not suspension 

Groups have been asking authorities to immediately cancel, not merely suspend, quarrying 

agreements within the 26,126-hectare protected area. 

"This is because of both breaches in their contracts that are grounds for cancelation and their 

location inside a critical watershed and protected area where quarrying is prohibited by 

law," said Ann Dumaliang, managing trustee of Masungi Georeserve Foundation. 

 

Source: https://www.pna.gov.ph/articles/1175253  

 

https://www.philstar.com/authors/1805246/gaea-katreena-cabico
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According to Section 18 of Republic Act 11038 or the Extended National Integrated Protected 

Areas System Act of 2018, undertaking mineral exploration or extraction is prohibited within the 

protected area. 

"Ordinary citizens and conservationists cannot take comfort that the quarries can renew their 

contracts and still harbor interest in this area. There needs to be full, long-term commitment to 

conservation for this sensitive landscape and that can only be shown through categorical 

cancellation of existing mining tenements," she added. 

The integrity of the watershed has been degraded by decades of illegal logging, quarrying and 

mining activities, and construction of establishments such as resorts. 

Last month, Malacañang called on the DENR to probe the alleged illegal quarrying and mining 

activities, and the reported construction of resort facilities in the Upper Marikina watershed and 

the Masungi landscape. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Source: https://www.philstar.com/headlines/climate-and-

environment/2022/05/25/2183662/denr-suspends-quarry-permits-upper-marikina-watershed-

says-sites-idle-anyway  

 
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DENR suspends MPSAs of 3 ‘non-operational’ 
mining firms 
By Stephanie Sevillano May 26, 2022, 5:15 pm 

 
INACTIVE QUARRYING. The Department of Environment and Natural Resources suspends the Mineral Production 

Sharing Agreement (MPSA) of three non-operational companies for allegedly encroaching on the Masungi 

Georeserve in Rizal, in a virtual presser on Wednesday (May 25, 2022). The DENR said the operations of the 

companies have been halted since 2004. (Photo Courtesy: Masungi Georeserve) 

MANILA – The Department of Environment and Natural Resources (DENR) formally ordered 
on Wednesday the suspension of the Mineral Production Sharing Agreement (MPSA) of three 
large-scale companies allegedly encroaching on the Masungi Georeserve in Rizal. 

In a virtual presser, DENR acting Secretary Jim Sampulna said they have secured three 
separate contract suspensions to Rapid City Realty and Development Corp., Quimson 
Limestone, Inc., and Quarry Rock Group, Inc. 

Despite encroachment allegations, Sampulna clarified that these companies have been non-
operational since 2004. 

“Due to the numerous arising issues published in the newspapers, people who are allegedly 
complaining, so they decided to voluntarily cease operations,” he said in Filipino. 

Separate notices indicate allegations against their MPSAs to be “void from the beginning” and 
“do not have prior rights,” among others. 

“I am suspending the operation of those three MPSAs, and removing the companies’ authority 
to operate to remove the public’s speculation,” he added. 

An MPSA is a type of mineral agreement where the state grants the contractor the right to mine 
over an area, granted that there will be government shares in the contractor's production. 

Meanwhile, the DENR said they will investigate another alleged illegal quarrying in the Upper 
Marikina river basin protected landscape. 

“We will be ordering an investigation if there are any ongoing illegal quarrying operations, 
despite the suspensions,” Mines and Geosciences Bureau (MGB) Director Wilfredo G. 
Moncano said. (PNA) 

Source: https://www.pna.gov.ph/articles/1175253  
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Three Rizal quarry firms lose mining permits 
BYJONATHAN L. MAYUGA MAY 26, 2022 

The Department of Environment and Natural Resources (DENR) has suspended the Mineral 

Production Sharing Agreements (MPSAs) granted to three large-scale mining companies that 

encroached into the Masungi Georeserve in Baras, Rizal. 

DENR Acting Secretary Jim O. Sampulna on Wednesday said he has signed the separate 

orders suspending the MPSAs of Rapid City Realty and Development Corp., Quimson 

Limestone Inc., and Quarry Rock Group Inc. These companies have not been operating since 

2004. 

“I am suspending the operation of those three MPSAs, and removing the companies’ authority 

to operate in order to remove the public’s speculation and ease their worries,” Sampulna 

announced in an online news conference Wednesday. 

At the same time, he urged environmental support groups and advocates to be proactive and 

report illegal activities to the DENR for immediate and appropriate action. 

In a news statement, DENR-Mines and Geosciences Bureau (MGB) Director Wilfredo G. 

Moncano said the MGB-Calabarzon would conduct an investigation into other alleged illegal 

quarrying activities within the Upper Marikina River Basin Protected Landscape (UMRBPL). 

“We will be ordering an investigation if there are any ongoing illegal quarrying operations 

despite the suspensions,” Moncano said. 

In 2017, former DENR Secretary Gina Lopez and Masungi Georeserve Foundation Inc. signed 

a memorandum of agreement covering the 2,798 hectares of land situated inside the UMRBPL. 

The UMRBPL, in accordance with the passage of the Expanded National Integrated Protected 

Area Systems Act or ENIPAS Act, was declared as a protected area in 2018. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Source: https://businessmirror.com.ph/2022/05/26/three-rizal-quarry-firmslose-mining-permits/  
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Source: https://www.facebook.com/abscbnNEWS/videos/423982355905835  
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DENR chief highlights CBO resiliency in 
conservation, livelihood programs 
BYJONATHAN L. MAYUGA MAY 26, 2022 

Department of Environment and Natural Resources (DENR) Acting Secretary Jim O. Sampulna 

on Thursday highlighted the importance of building the resilience of community-based 

organizations (CBO) in undertaking conservation and livelihood interventions. 

This is as the Philippines launched the Seventh Operational Phase of the United Nations 

Development Programme-Global Environment Facility (UNDP-GEF) Small Grants Programme 

(SGP-7) recently. 

SGP-7 empowers CBOs, including women, indigenous peoples, and youth through community-

led projects that aim to achieve global environmental benefits while improving livelihood and 

reducing poverty. 

It is being implemented by the UNDP-Philippines through the Foundation for Philippine 

Environment and with support from the GEF and DENR’s Biodiversity Management Bureau. 

Since 1992, SGP has implemented 26,429 projects in 136 countries. In the Philippines, over 

$11 million in grants have been distributed in over a span of 25 years. 

With the launch of the SGP-7 on April 8, 2022, Sampulna said that a more holistic landscape 

strategy would be implemented for the project sites in Aurora province, Catubig Watershed in 

Northern Samar, Calamianes Group of Islands in Palawan, and Siargao Protected Landscape 

and Seascape in Surigao del Norte. 

“It is urgent that we strengthen the resilience of our CBOs as they are the frontliners in 

undertaking conservation and livelihood interventions. In this period of climate change and 

biodiversity degradation impacts on communities and ecosystems, a more integrated effort of 

weaving together interventions is essential,” Sampulna said. 

SGP-7 targets to support community organizations in enhancing the socio-ecological resilience 

of the four target landscapes through community initiatives to produce global environmental 

and sustainable development benefits. The seventh operational phase also targets to effect 

change towards strengthening governance systems even for disaster response, recovery and 

resilience building. 

“Catastrophic incidents like the onslaught of typhoon ‘Odette’ highlight the urgent need to 

continue our efforts on disaster risk reduction and resilience building,” UNDP Philippines 

Resident Representative Dr. Selva Ramachandran said. “These devastating events exacerbate 

the already limiting and unpredictable situation brought by the Covid-19 pandemic. The 

promising changes being offered by SGP-7 are expected to effect change towards 

strengthening governance systems even for disaster response, recover, and building resilient 

communities,” Ramachandran pointed out. 

The strategies that will be used for implementing the program will include expanding the 

coverage of protection mechanisms over actual Key Biodiversity Areas and critical habitats; 

maximizing the Expanded National Integrated Protected Area Systems or E-NIPAS law; and 

increasing the support for indigenous peoples’ socio-cultural values about biodiversity through 

support for local community managed areas. 

Likewise, Building CBOs-People’s Organizations-government partnerships; increasing 

stakeholder participation; biodiversity-friendly and climate-resilient livelihoods and enterprises; 

and capacity building of communities and local government units are also included as strategies 

for implementation. 

 
The program is expected to benefit NGOs, the academe, indigenous peoples, community groups, local 

governments, other sector agencies, and private sectors. 

 

https://businessmirror.com.ph/author/jonathanmayuga/
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The program is expected to benefit NGOs, the academe, indigenous peoples, community 

groups, local governments, other sector agencies, and private sectors. 
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DENR rescues red-backed sea eagle 

 
RESCUED. The Department of Environment and Natural Resources provincial office in Zambales came to the rescue of a 

Brahminy kite or red-backed sea eagle through its local wildlife team recently. (DENR) 

I A N  O C A M P O  F L O R A   

May 26, 2022 

THE Department of Environment and Natural Resources (DENR) provincial office in Zambales 

came to the rescue of a Brahminy kite or red-backed sea eagle (Haliastur indus) through its 

local wildlife team recently. 

 

Glen Bringas found the wounded bird near Bucao River and called Bangan Barangay Captain 

Celso Dagsaan, who coordinated with environment authorities for proper handling and 

immediate rescue of the wildlife. 

The bird is now under the custody of the Botolan Wildlife Rescue Center in Barangay San Juan, 

Botolan, Zambales, where it is being treated and provided with medication before releasing it 

back to the wild. 

 

The DENR encourages the public to turn over captured or rescued wild animals for proper 

handling and care. 

 

Republic Act 9147 or the Wildlife Resources Conservation and Protection Act prohibits the 

possession, transport and collection of wildlife species and its derivatives without necessary 

permits from the DENR. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Source: https://www.sunstar.com.ph/article/1930155/pampanga/local-news/denr-rescues-red-

backed-sea-eagle  
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Source: https://www.facebook.com/masungigeoreserve/posts/3379245189028355  
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Senate ratifies report harmonizing bills on 

management of waste plastic packaging 
Published May 26, 2022, 2:44 PM 
by Mario Casayuran 

The Senate on Thursday (May 26) ratified the bicameral conference committee report on the 

disagreeing provisions of bills institutionalizing the mechanism of extended producers’ 

responsibility (EPR) on waste plastic packaging. 

During the Senate plenary session today, Senator Cynthia A. Villar, chairperson of the Senate 

committee on environment, natural resources, and climate change, pushed for the ratification 

of the report on Senate Bill 2425 and House Bill 10696. 

Villar said the bill would institutionalize EPR as a practical policy approach to efficient waste 

management. 

“The proposed legislation focuses on waste reduction, recovery and recycling and the 

development of environment-friendly products that advocates the internationally-accepted 

principle on sustainable consumption and production, circular economy and producers’ full 

responsibility throughout the life cycle of their products,” Villar said in her sponsorship speech. 

She said EPR mandates large enterprises, also referred to as obliged enterprises, to establish 

or phase-in programs for the plastic packaging of their products in order to efficiently manage 

plastic packaging waste and reduce the production, importation, supply or use of plastic 

packaging. 

“The obliged enterprises may voluntarily organize themselves to form or authorize a producer 

responsibility organization for the purpose of establishing a viable platform to implement their 

EPR program,” Villar said. 

Under the reconciled version of the two bills, target dates were set for the recovery of plastic 

product footprint generated during the immediately preceding year upon the effectivity of the 

act as follows: 

• 20 percent by December 31, 2023; 

• 40 percent by December 31, 2024; 

• 50 percent by December 31, 2025; 

• 60 percent by December 31, 2026; 

• 70 percent by December 31, 2027; 

• 80 percent by December 31, 2028; and every year thereafter. 

For this purpose, obliged enterprises are also mandated to submit the report of their compliance 

including appropriate documentation to the Department of Environment and Natural Resources 

(DENR). 

 

 

 

Source: https://mb.com.ph/2022/05/26/senate-ratifies-report-harmonizing-bills-on-

management-of-waste-plastic-packaging/  
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Senate ratifies report harmonizing bills on 
the management of waste plastic packaging 
BYBMPLUS MAY 26, 2022 

 
Sen. Cynthia Villar 

The Senate on Monday ratified the bicameral conference committee report on the disagreeing 

provisions of bills institutionalizing the mechanism of extended producers’ responsibility (EPR) 

on waste plastic packaging. 

Sen. Cynthia A. Villar, chairperson of the Committee on Environment, Natural Resources, and 

Climate Change, during the Senate plenary session, pushed for the ratification of the report on 

Senate Bill No. 2425 and House Bill No. 10696. 

Villar said the bill will institutionalize EPR as a practical policy approach to efficient waste 

management.  

“The proposed legislation focuses on waste reduction, recovery and recycling and the 

development of environment-friendly products that advocates the internationally-accepted 

principle on sustainable consumption and production, circular economy and producers’ full 

responsibility throughout the life cycle of their products,” Villar said in her sponsorship speech. 

She said EPR mandates large enterprises also referred to as obliged enterprises, to establish 

or phase-in programs for the plastic packaging of their products in order to efficiently manage 

plastic packaging waste and reduce the production, importation, supply or use of plastic 

packaging. 

“The obliged enterprises may voluntarily organize themselves to form or authorize a producer 

responsibility organization for the purpose of establishing a viable platform to implement their 

EPR program,” Villar said. 

Under the reconciled version of the two bills, target dates were set for the recovery of plastic 

product footprint generated during the immediately preceding year upon the effectivity of the 

act as follows: 

• 20 percent by December 31, 2023; 

• 40 percent by December 31, 2024; 

• 50 percent by December 31, 2025; 

• 60 percent by December 31, 2026; 

 

Source: https://www.sunstar.com.ph/article/1930155/pampanga/local-news/denr-rescues-red-

backed-sea-eagle  
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• 70 percent by December 31, 2027; 

• 80 percent by December 31, 2028; and every year thereafter. 

For this purpose, obliged enterprises are also mandated to submit the report of their compliance 

including appropriate documentation to the Department of Environment and Natural Resources. 
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House ratifies bill making firms responsible for 
plastic waste 
By Filane Mikee Cervantes May 26, 2022, 7:28 pm 

 
MANILA – The House of Representatives on Thursday ratified a bicameral conference 
committee report on a bill seeking to institutionalize the practice of extended producers’ 
responsibility (EPR) in waste management. 

During the plenary session, the chamber approved the final version that reconciles the 
disagreeing provisions of House Bill 10696 and Senate Bill 2425, which would amend Republic 
Act 9003 or the Ecological Solid Waste Management Act of 2000. 

EPR refers to the environmental policy, initiatives, and practices, in which companies and 
corporations are obliged to have the responsibility for proper and effective recovery, treatment, 
recycling and disposal of their products after they have been sold and used by consumers 
aimed at improving ecological management. 

The bill seeks to institutionalize the EPR mechanism as a practical approach to efficient waste 
management, waste reduction, recovery and recycling; and the development of 
environmentally-friendly products and circular economy programs. 

Deputy Speaker Camille Villar said the proposal would hold companies responsible for 
recycling, which would be a crucial step to address the growing problem of plastic pollution in 
the country. 

Villar said there is an urgent need to pass the packaging responsibility or product stewardship 
bill as consumers generate more single-use packaging and plastics from online purchases amid 
the coronavirus pandemic. 

“The pandemic has likewise resulted in a surge in plastic use consequently complicating and 
aggravating this problem. There is a need for a collective effort and duty to decisively and 
effectively pass a measure that would address this present situation,” Villar said. 

She noted that plastic waste makes up a significant share of the overall generated waste in the 
Philippines, adding that the Philippines is the third biggest polluter next to China and Indonesia 
and produces some 2.7 million metric tons of plastic waste each year. 

“Worse, plastic waste is likely to aggravate pollution and worsen flooding in communities,” Villar 
added. 

The measure, she said, aims to improve the responsibility of producers in the design, collection, 
reuse, recycling, and disposal of their products and packaging. 

She said tax perks also await firms that put in place EPR mechanisms. 
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The measure, she said, aims to improve the responsibility of producers in the design, collection, 
reuse, recycling, and disposal of their products and packaging. 

She said tax perks also await firms that put in place EPR mechanisms. 

“I have faith that this important bill is comprehensive enough to address plastic and solid waste 
management in the country. May I then sincerely seek the support of the members of the 
Committee and the stakeholders present for the passage of this proposed measure,” Villar 
said. (PNA) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Source: https://www.pna.gov.ph/articles/1175255  
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Environmental group: Mining ops to affect Mati 

City’s Tourism 

 
R A L P H  L A W R E N C E  G .  L L E M I T ,  I O N A  F I N L A Y  C .  M E N D O Z A  

May 26, 2022 

CONTRARY to the recent statement of the local government unit (LGU) of Mati City, Interfacing 

Development Interventions for Sustainability (Idis) Environmental Research Specialist Lemuel 

Manalo said in a press conference on Wednesday, May 25, that the mining operation in 

Macambol would still have a detrimental effect in Davao Oriental’s tourism industry, particularly 

to Mt. Hamiguitan, a Unesco heritage site. 

 

According to the Mati LGU, the mining operations of Austral-Asia link Mining Corporation and 

Hallmark Mining Corporation in Barangay Macambol is located outside Unesco heritage site 

Mt. Hamiguitan Range Wildlife Sanctuary and four kilometers from the protected site of Pujada 

Bay Seascape and Landscape. 

On Thursday, May 26, Idis released a statement online saying the joint open-pit nickel mining 

operation poses environmental impacts and threat to its nearby area and community. 

 

"Ang Mt. Hamiguitan is just at the higher elevation of this open pit mining. Ang potential impact 

ani is wildlife disturbances," Manalo said, adding that the mining is directly adjacent in the strict 

protection zone of the mountain. 

 

In an ambush interview, he said that the heavy siltation that resulted in the discoloration of 

Mapagba River and the coastal areas in Banaybanay, Davao Oriental on January 14 this year 

should have already served as an eye opener for the Mati government to rethink its decision of 

allowing the operation of mining in the city. 

"Specially that Mati has three protected areas, they are very blessed with this landscape and 

rich biodiversity. They should not venture into mining," Manalo said. 

 

“The environmental impacts of Open-Pit Mining affect water quality, air, hydro-geology, 

biodiversity, resources, and communities in a wider and regional scope and could not be 

contained compactly as pollution will always exceed spatial boundaries and delineations,” Idis 

said. 

 

IDIS cited that the mining operation may affect the terrestrial and aquatic wildlife of Mt. 

Hamiguitan including the iconic Philippine Eagle inhabiting its forests and may further damage 

the land formation of the surrounding watershed. 

 

The protected marine area of Pujada Bay is also in danger of the mine tailings containing 

sediments and other metals that may reach. 
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The protected marine area of Pujada Bay is also in danger of the mine tailings containing 

sediments and other metals that may reach. 

 

At the same time, the mine tailings of the nickel operation may reach the protected marine area 

of Pujada Bay which is declared to have an excellent reef condition. IDIS says this may threaten 

the marine environment of Pujada Bay since mine tailings, caused by sediment mineralogy, is 

a high risk for coral bleaching and decrease the aquatic population and resources. 

Mati City said in a statement earlier that environmental protection policies are already 

established to address the possible impact of the mining operation. 

 

Ben Tesiorna of the Mati City Information Office said a multi-partite monitoring team composed 

of different elements from the Mati LGU will strictly monitor and enforce compliance to several 

environmental safeguards that include collector sumps, siltation ponds, geo-textile, and water 

sampling. 

 

Meanwhile, Idis urges the Department of Environment and Natural Resources (DENR) - Davao 

to dismiss the Mining Production Sharing Agreement issued to Austral-Asia Link and Hallmark 

Mining Corporations in 2004. 

 

At the same time, the Protected Area Management Boards of Mt. Hamiguitan and Pujada Bay, 

along with DENR-Davao, is called on to fully implement the closure of the mining operation. 

As of the latest, the Austral-Asia Link and Hallmark Mining Corporations is still awaiting 

approval from DENR-Davao to re-open and resume its operations. 

 

The DENR-Davao has not yet released a statement on the matter. 

 

Davao-based environmental group Interfacing Development Interventions for Sustainability 

(IDIS) expressed concern over the re-opening of the open-pit mining in Barangay Macambol, 

Mati City. 

 

On Thursday, May 26, 2022, IDIS released a statement online saying the joint open-pit nickel 

mining operation of Austral-Asia Link Mining Corporation and Hallmark Mining Corporation in 

Barangay Macambol poses environmental impacts and threat to its nearby area and 

community. 

The local government unit of Mati said the mining operation is situated just outside of the 

UNESCO heritage site of Mt. Hamiguitan Range Wildlife Sanctuary and four kilometers from 

the protected site of Pujada Bay Seascape and Landscape, but IDIS said its close proximity to 

the protected areas is still alarming. 

 

“The environmental impacts of Open-Pit Mining affect water quality, air, hydro-geology, 

biodiversity, resources, and communities in a wider and regional scope and could not be 

contained compactly as pollution will always exceed spatial boundaries and delineations,” the 

statement read. 

 

IDIS cited that the mining operation may affect the terrestrial and aquatic wildlife of Mt. 

Hamiguitan including the iconic Philippine Eagle inhabiting its forests and may further damage 

the land formation of the surrounding watershed. 

 

 

The protected marine area of Pujada Bay is also in danger of the mine tailings containing 

sediments and other metals may reach 
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The protected marine area of Pujada Bay is also in danger of the mine tailings containing 

sediments and other metals may reach 

 

At the same time, the mine tailings of the nickel operation may reach the protected marine area 

of Pujada Bay which is declared to have an excellent reef condition. IDIS says this may threaten 

the marine environment of Pujada Bay since mine tailings, caused by sediment mineralogy, is 

a high risk for coral bleaching and decrease the aquatic population and resources. 

 

On the other hand, Mati LGU earlier stated that environmental protection policies are already 

established to address the possible impact of the mining operation. 

 

Ben Tesiorna of the Mati City Information Office said a multi-partite monitoring team composed 

of different elements from the Mati LGU will strictly monitor and enforce compliance to several 

environmental safeguards that include collector sumps, siltation ponds, geo-textile, and water 

sampling. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Source: https://www.sunstar.com.ph/article/1930185/davao/local-news/environmental-group-

mining-ops-to-affect-mati-citys-tourism  
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Didipio Mine adheres to the Paris accord 
By Leander C. Domingo May 26, 2022 

 

 

BAYOMBONG, Nueva Vizcaya: In support of the Paris Climate Agreement, Australian mining 

firm OceanaGold Corp. said it was able to transparently demonstrate its commitment to 

pursuing the highest standards of technical, environmental and social performance. 

In its 2021 Sustainability Report which highlights its environmental, social and governance 

performance for 2021, OceanaGold president and chief executive officer Gerard Bond said the 

year 2021 was a remarkable year, both operationally and in the continuous improvement of 

their sustainability, governance and performance. 

"Sustainability is fundamental to the way we do business at OceanaGold and through our 

annual Sustainability Report we are able to transparently demonstrate our commitment to 

pursuing the highest standards of technical, environmental and social performance," Bond said. 

Aside from its Didipio Mine in the upland town of Kasibu in this province, the multinational gold 

producer OceanaGold also maintains its Macraes and Waihi operations in New Zealand and 

Haile Gold Mine in the United States of America. 

"OceanaGold supports the Paris Climate Agreement. In 2020 we set the goal to achieve net-

zero greenhouse gas emissions by 2050 and during 2021 we developed energy management 

plans at each of our operations to identify emissions reduction opportunities and set operation-

based short-term targets," Bond said. 

OceanaGold noted that for 31 years, it has been contributing to excellence in its industry by 

delivering sustainable environmental and social outcomes for its communities, and strong 

returns for its shareholders, and that its global exploration, development, and operating 

experience has created an industry-leading pipeline of organic growth opportunities and a 

portfolio of established operating assets. 

In February this year, he said OceanaGold's Board of Directors approved an interim target to 

reduce carbon emissions per ounce of gold produced by 30 percent by 2030 based on 2019 

performance levels. 

"While we recognize there is a long way to go to achieve our net-zero goal, our interim 2030 

climate change target will help drive focus and innovation across the company, be consistent 

with stakeholders' expectations and set a challenging but achievable pathway," Bond said. 

Meanwhile, the company said it continued to maintain a strong focus on safety, achieving a 

total recordable injury frequency rate of 3.4 per million hours worked in 2021. 

"Improving our safety performance remains a key focus in 2022 and work has commenced on 

a safety maturity assessment that will contribute to the refresh of our global safety behaviors 

program in the year ahead," Bond said. 

In addition to operational performance, OceanaGold's Sustainability Report provided an 

overview of employment and economic and social investment in 2021. 

 

 

 

 

Bond said the company's activities provided employment for 2,319 employees and 1,028 

 

https://www.manilatimes.net/author/leander-c-domingo
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Bond said the company's activities provided employment for 2,319 employees and 1,028 

contractors, and that its total economic contribution distributed to local, national, and 

international suppliers was over $714 million and 88 percent (over $630 million) of its 

procurement was invested within the countries that host our operations. 

He said OceanaGold also invested over $1.5 million in social programs and local infrastructure 

in line with priorities identified by host communities and governments. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Source: https://www.manilatimes.net/2022/05/26/news/regions/didipio-mine-adheres-to-the-

paris-accord/1844969  
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IPs slam mine devt in Nueva Vizcaya 
By Dexter A. See May 27, 2022 

QUEZON, Nueva Vizcaya: Indigenous Peoples (IPs) here have raised concern over the 

alleged forcible entry of a mining company into their private property without their consent and 

consultations with the affected communities in alleged violation of existing laws, rules and 

regulations. 

A source, who requested anonymity for fear of reprisals and for security reasons, alleged that 

FCF Minerals Corp. started its development activities in Barangay Ronrono, particularly within 

Stages 3 and 5 of the mine site, when it excavated an area approximately 30 meters long and 

10 meters wide that caused significant damages to agricultural crops of the IPs and other 

reported damages to their private property in the area. 

The source said there was no formal agreement between the affected IPs and the company for 

the latter to enter their property. 

The source further alleged that company personnel and heavy equipment were reportedly 

escorted by members of the Provincial Mobile Force Company and the Philippine Army. 

The affected IPs and families reportedly submitted a complaint letter to FCF Minerals 

Development Corp. seeking reconsideration for the company to stop its mine development 

activities in the area until their complaints have been settled, but reportedly fell on deaf ears. 

Early this month, the source disclosed that the company also allegedly entered the same 

contested area with heavy equipment and allegedly excavated another portion 20 meters long 

and 20 meters wide in a private property with the assistance of the police and military. 

At Sitio Tayab, the affected IPs and their families resorted to barricading their private property. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Source: https://www.manilatimes.net/2022/05/27/news/regions/ips-slam-mine-devt-in-nueva-

vizcaya/1845151  
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Green groups hail ruling vs Marcopper, call 
for new mining law 
Gaea Katreena Cabico - Philstar.com May 25, 2022 | 9:50am 

 
Dead fishes float along the river bank 01 April while residents inspect the Boac river polluted by a massive spill 

of copper mine waste from the Marcopper Mining Corporation in Marinduque island, the Philippines' largest 
copper mine about 160 kilometers south of Manila. 

AFP/Romeo Gacad 

 

MANILA, Philippines — Environmental groups welcomed a landmark court decision to award 

damages to survivors of the nation’s worst mining disaster after a two-decade long quest for 

justice. 

Judge Emmanuel Recalde of Branch 38 of the Marinduque Regional Trial Court granted 

P200,000 in temperate damages and P100,000 in moral damages to each of at least 30 

complainants in a case filed in 2001. An additional P1 million as exemplary damage was 

awarded to all plaintiffs. 

In December 1993, parts of Marcopper Mining Corporation’s Maguila-guila tailings dam 

collapsed, flooding the Mogpog River with toxic waste, and flooding properties and sources of 

livelihood. 

Three years after the Maguila-guila dam burst, a drainage tunnel in Marcopper’s Taipan pit 

burst, releasing 1.6 million cubic meters of toxic mine tailings that choked the Boac River, which 

was later declared unsafe. It also submerged rivers and killed aquatic life.  

“This is a victory for the plaintiffs who had waited two decades for justice as much as it is for 

the other plaintiffs who had unfortunately died in the course of this case,” said Elizabeth 

Manggol of the Marinduque Council for Environmental Concerns. 

Alyansa Tigil Mina said the court decision sends an encouraging signal to communities in the 

Philippines that are affected by the extraction of mineral resources. 

“It may have taken decades for the court to make a ruling, but we are nevertheless hopeful 

considering that justice is finally served to the victims of one of the worst mining disasters in 

the country,” it said. 

Warning 

Groups said the Marcopper disaster should serve as a warning as the government reverses 

mining policies to help bring more money into the country after the economic slowdown brought 

by the COVID-19 pandemic. 
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“The Marcopper disaster is a warning we should heed with the ongoing and planned large-

scale projects in the country. The existing Mining Act is problematic,” said lawyer E.M. 

Taqueban, executive director of the Legal Rights and Natural Resources Center. LRC served 

as the legal counsel of the plaintiffs. 

For Kalikasan People’s Network for the Environment, the complainants’ slow march to justice 

shows how the Mining Act of 1995 and related policies “have been lacking teeth and biased 

toward big businesses and their political sponsors.” 

Alyansa Tigil Mina also said the ruling underscores the importance of a new mining law that 

would put the environment and mining-affected communities above the interests of the mining 

industry. 

“At present, the mining laws in the country fall short in preventing destructive mining. A new 

law must be put in place to ensure mining disasters won't happen again,” it said. 

Alternative minerals management bills—which seek to place more safeguards for the 

environment, indigenous peoples, and host communities—have long been pending in 

Congress. 

The South Cotabato government recently lifted a ban on open-pit mining in the province despite 

opposition from environmentalists and local stakeholders. The development removed the final 

regulatory obstacle for the stalled Tampakan copper and gold project. 

In December 2021, the Duterte administration lifted the nationwide ban on open-pit mining in a 

bid to revitalize the industry. He also lifted a nine-year-old ban on new mining agreements in 

April of the same year. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Source: https://www.philstar.com/headlines/climate-and-

environment/2022/05/25/2183593/green-groups-hail-ruling-vs-marcopper-call-new-mining-law  
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Source: https://news.abs-cbn.com/video/news/05/26/22/ilang-grupo-umapela-itigil-na-ang-

open-pit-mining-sa-marinduque?fbclid=IwAR2qL6t-

MnwNUyhMM3s1_uvdimjU3zvTbPJTe7eB37_NY59RZZ1Zl-DroRg  
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Pena: 2021 State of the Global Climate 
R O X  P E N A  E S S U E May 26, 2022 

THE World Meteorological Organization (WMO) released last May 18, 2022, its State of the 

Global Climate report for 2021. The WMO is a specialized agency of the United Nations 

dedicated to international cooperation and coordination on the state and behavior of the Earth’s 

atmosphere, its interaction with the land and oceans, the weather and climate it produces, and 

the resulting distribution of water resources. 

 

According to the report, four key climate change indicators – greenhouse gas concentrations, 

sea level rise, ocean heat and ocean acidification – set new records in 2021. It confirmed that 

the past seven years have been the warmest seven years on record. The average global 

temperature in 2021 was about 1.11 (± 0.13) ° C above the 1850-1900 pre-industrial average. 

The most recent seven years, 2015 to 2021, are the seven warmest years on record. 

Here are the other highlights of the WMO Report: 

 

Greenhouse gas concentrations reached a new global high in 2020, when the concentration of 

carbon dioxide (CO2) reached 413.2 parts per million (ppm) globally, or 149 percent of the pre-

industrial level 

 

Ocean heat was record high. The upper 2000m depth of the ocean continued to warm in 2021 

and it is expected that it will continue to warm in the future – a change, which is irreversible on 

centennial to millennial time scales. 

Ocean acidification. The IPCC concluded that “there is very high confidence that open ocean 

surface pH is now the lowest it has been for at least 26,000 years and current rates of pH 

change are unprecedented since at least that time.” 

 

Global mean sea level reached a new record high in 2021 after increasing at an average 4.5 

mm per year over the period 2013 -2021. This is more than double the rate of between 1993 

and 2002 and is mainly due to the accelerated loss of ice mass from the ice sheets. 

 

Cryosphere: On average, the world’s reference glaciers have thinned by 33.5 meters (ice-

equivalent) since 1950, with 76 percent of this thinning since 1980. 

 

Exceptional heatwaves broke records across western North America and the Mediterranean. 

Death Valley, California reached 54.4 °C on 9 July, equalling a similar 2020 value as the highest 

recorded in the world since at least the 1930s, and Syracuse in Sicily reached 48.8 °C. The 

Canadian province of British Columbia, reached 49.6 °C on 29 June, contributing to more than 

500 reported heat-related deaths and devastating wildfires. 

 

Flooding induced economic losses of US$17.7 billion in Henan province of China, and Western 

Europe experienced some of its most severe flooding on record in mid-July associated with 

economic losses in Germany exceeding US$20 billion. There was heavy loss of life. 

Drought affected many parts of the world, including the Horn of Africa, Canada, the western 

United States, Iran, Afghanistan, Pakistan and Turkey. In sub-tropical South America, drought 

caused big agricultural losses and disrupted energy production and river transport. 

 

Hurricane Ida was the most significant of the North Atlantic season, making landfall in Louisiana 

on 29 August, with economic losses in the United States estimated at US$75 billion. 

 

The ozone hole over the Antarctic was unusually large and deep, reaching its maximum area 

of 24.8 million km2 (the size of Africa) as a result of a strong and stable polar vortex and colder 

than average conditions in the lower stratosphere. 

 

https://www.sunstar.com.ph/author/277/rox-pena
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The ozone hole over the Antarctic was unusually large and deep, reaching its maximum area 

of 24.8 million km2 (the size of Africa) as a result of a strong and stable polar vortex and colder 

than average conditions in the lower stratosphere. 

 

Food security: The compounded effects of conflict, extreme weather events and economic 

shocks, further exacerbated by the COVID-19 pandemic, undermined decades of progress 

towards improving food security globally. 

Displacement: Hydrometeorological hazards continued to contribute to internal displacement. 

The countries with the highest numbers of displacements recorded as of October 2021 were 

China (more than 1.4 million), the Philippines (more than 386 000) and Viet Nam (more than 

664 000). 

 

Ecosystems: including terrestrial, freshwater, coastal and marine ecosystems – and the 

services they provide, are affected by the changing climate and some are more vulnerable than 

others. Some ecosystems are degrading at an unprecedented rate. 

 

With all these hard facts, I hope our world leaders would make true of their commitments to 

address climate change. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Source: https://www.sunstar.com.ph/article/1930150/pampanga/opinion/pena-2021-state-of-

the-global-climate  
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Wildlife, forest crime analytic toolkit 
launched in Philippines 
Philstar.com May 25, 2022 | 2:53pm 

 
Photo from Palawan Council for Sustainable Development shows pangolin, which is the world's most heavily 

trafficked mammal. 
Palawan Council for Sustainable Development 

 

MANILA, Philippines — The United Nations Office of Drugs and Crime (UNODC) has started 

an initiative that will analyze the country’s criminal justice mechanisms and preventive 

responses for addressing wildlife flora and fauna trafficking. 

The environment team of the UNODC, with support from the US Embassy's  Office of 

International Narcotics and Law Enforcement Affairs (INL), formally launched this week the 

International Consortium on Combating Wildlife and Forest Crime Analytic Toolkit in the 

country. 

The toolkit, which has been deployed in 12 nations, also helps develop short-, medium-, and 

long-term recommendations for impactful action and responses to combat wildlife and forest 

crime. 

"Wildlife trafficking is a serious crime that is already negatively affecting the world, especially 

Southeast Asia. By illegally taking wildlife from their natural ecosystems and bringing them to 

cities for commercial purposes, we are exposing our society to risks that might be 

uncontrollable," acting environment chief Jim Sampulna said. 

The Philippines is an important source, transit, and destination point for illegal wildlife trade. 

According to the Asian Development Bank, at least P50 billion is lost annually due to the illicit 

trade when ecological services and economic values are factored in. 

Among the most traded species in the country are the Palawan pangolin, Palawan hill mynah, 

and Tokay gecko. 

Environment advocates and officials believe that Republic Act 9147 or the Wildlife Resources 

Conservation and Protection Act is ripe for strengthening as it no longer deters perpetrators 

from engaging in illegal wildlife trade. 

The project is part of INL's three-year, P40-million project to combat wildlife and forest crime in 

Southeast Asia. — Gaea Katreena Cabico 

Source: https://www.philstar.com/headlines/climate-and-

environment/2022/05/25/2183632/wildlife-forest-crime-analytic-toolkit-launched-philippines  

 

https://www.philstar.com/headlines/climate-and-environment/2022/05/25/2183632/wildlife-forest-crime-analytic-toolkit-launched-philippines
https://www.philstar.com/headlines/climate-and-environment/2022/05/25/2183632/wildlife-forest-crime-analytic-toolkit-launched-philippines
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Mimaropa cops plant almost 300,000 trees 
Published May 26, 2022, 4:02 PM 
by Aaron Recuenco  

 

From crime busters to environment warriors. 

Policemen assigned in Police Regional Office 4B planted more than 280,000 seedlings of fruit 

and non-fruit bearing trees as part of its effort to address environment degradation in the region. 

Police Brig. Gen. Sidney Hernia, director of the PRO4B, said the tree-planting was started in 

January this year in the provinces of Oriental and Occidental Mindoro, Marinduque, Romblon 

and Palawan (Mimaropa). 

“Planting trees is the PNP’s own little way of helping mitigate the effects of climate change to 

our environment and through this activity, we share the responsibility in protecting and 

preserving it,” said Hernia. 

For his part, Police Col. Roel Lami-ing, chief of the Regional Community Affairs and 

Development Division (RCADD, said they coordinated with various stakeholders in the region 

for the planting of 282,747 trees, so far. 

“All police units in the five provinces and one city in Mimaropa region took part in the 

simultaneous tree planting in selected sites within their areas of responsibility. 

“Tree planting is part of their commitment to addressing environmental degradation and 

providing sustainable environment to communities in partnership with local government units 

(LGUs) and concerned agencies,” he added. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Source: https://mb.com.ph/2022/05/26/mimaropa-cops-plant-almost-300000-trees/  
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Allianz PNB Life renews partnership with World 

Wide Fund for Nature 
May 27, 2022 

 
Present at the MoA signing (from left) WWF-PH OIC for Resource Generation and Partnerships Cloda Marie Urquico, Allianz 

PNB Life CEO and President Alexander Grenz, WWF-PH Executive Director Katherine Custodio, and Allianz PNB Life Chief 

Marketing Officer Gino Riola CONTRIBUTED PHOTO 

ALLIANZ PNB Life reaffirmed its commitment to sustainability and securing Filipinos' futures 

by renewing its partnership with the Kabang Kalikasan ng Pilipinas Foundation Inc. (KKPFI), 

also known as the World Wide Fund for Nature Philippines (WWF-PH). The two organizations 

signed a memorandum of agreement (MoA) this month. 

Present at the MoA signing were Allianz PNB Life's CEO and President Alexander Grenz and 

Chief Marketing Officer Gino Riola, alongside WWF-PH's Executive Director Katherine 

Custodio and OIC for Resource Generation and Partnerships Cloda Marie Urquico. 

KKPFI is a nonprofit organization under the WWF involved in the conservation and preservation 

of the environment in the Philippines. It aims to promote corporate social responsibility by 

forming strategic partnerships with corporations that share the same social awareness, such 

as Allianz PNB Life. 

Together, the two organizations will work toward uplifting the social and economic well-being 

of the Filipino people through KKPFI's Food Shed Farming Enterprise Project. The project's 

objective is to ensure food security and community resilience, as well as increase financial 

inclusion and capacity-building by developing community-managed food sheds. 

"Allianz PNB Life is passionately dedicated to building a more confident future for Filipinos, 

which is why we are grateful for the renewal of our partnership with KKPFI," said Grenz. "We 

have worked closely with them in the past through the Food Shed Farming Enterprise Project 

via our new offering, Allianz Protect, and we are excited to begin the establishment of two new 

foodsheds in Mindanao. It is a concrete display of both organizations' commitment to the 

empowerment of the Filipino people." 

Allianz Protect is a comprehensive and high-value insurance protection solution with a variety 

of coverages that also allows policyholders to contribute to the Food Shed Farming Enterprise 

Project. For every policy purchased, P500 will be donated to the campaign and an additional 

P500 donation will be incurred every year the policy is active. 

"Allianz Protect engages our customers and policyholders and allows them to take meaningful 

action towards helping secure food sources for beneficiaries," Grenz added. 

Source: https://www.manilatimes.net/2022/05/27/public-square/allianz-pnb-life-renews-

partnership-with-world-wide-fund-for-nature/1845111  
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EDITORYAL - Pag-aralan pagbuhay sa Bataan 

Nuclear Power Plant 
(Pilipino Star Ngayon) - May 27, 2022 - 12:00am 

 

Malaki ang posibilidad na buhayin ni president-elect Ferdinand Marcos Jr. ang Bataan Nuclear 

Power Plant (BNPP). Nang batiin siya sa pagkapanalo ng lider ng South Korea, napag-usapan 

ang tungkol sa BNPP at nag-alok umano ng tulong ang nasabing bansa para buhayin ito. 

Ipinatigil ng gobyerno ni President Corazon Aquino ang BNPP noong 1986 dahil sa maraming 

isyu at unang-una na ang kaligtasan ng mga residente sa paligid ng BNPP sa Morong, Bataan. 

Ang lugar umano ng BNPP ay nasa fault area at kapag lumindol, tiyak na magli-leak ang planta. 

Ikalawang isyu ay ang corruption. Nakatanggap umano ng kickback si dating President 

Ferdinand Marcos Sr. sa Westinghouse, ang kompanyang gumawa ng BNPP. Nang ginagawa 

na ang BNPP noong 1976, maraming tumututol at sunud-sunod ang pagra-rally. Malaking 

disaster umano ang lilikhain ng BNPP kapag nag-leak ang planta. Marami umanong 

mamamatay kaya hindi dapat ipagpatuloy ang BNPP. Layunin sa pagpapatayo ng BNPP ay 

ang magkaroon ng sapat na suplay ng kuryente. Mas mura umano ang kuryente mula sa 

nuclear energy. 

Si President Duterte ay pabor na buhayin ang BNPP. Darating daw ang panahon na mauubos 

ang langis samantalang ang nuclear energy ay forever na. Hinihiling niya sa bagong 

administrasyon na buhayin ang BNPP. Tingnan daw mabuti ang kahalagahan sa pagbuhay sa 

BNPP. Bagama’t delikado raw ito gaya ng magkaroon ng leak sa nuclear plant sa Chernobyl 

sa Ukraine ilang taon na ang nakararaan, makaaasa naman nang pangmatagalang source ng 

kuryente. 

Pag-aralang mabuti ng bagong administrasyon ang pagbuhay sa BNPP. Tingnan ang mga 

maaaring mangyari kapag nag-ooperate na. Ligtas ba talaga ito at hindi magkakaroon ng leak. 

Nararapat dumaan sa mahigpit na pagsusuri kung ipagpapatuloy ang BNPP. Hindi ito maliit na 

bagay kaya nararapat pag-isipang mabuti kung nararapat nga bang ipagpatuloy. Kunsultahin 

ang mga eksperto sa ibang bansa na gumagamit ng nuclear energy. Sila ang may kasanayan 

na sa paggamit ng nuclear energy kaya marami silang nalalaman ukol dito. 

 

Source: https://www.philstar.com/pilipino-star-ngayon/opinyon/2022/05/27/2184044/editoryal-

pag-aralan-pagbuhay-sa-bataan-nuclear-power-plant/amp/ /  
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PH hits 77% target population for Covid-19 vax 
program 
By Lade Jean Kabagani May 26, 2022, 1:09 pm 

 
(File photo by Joey O. Razon) 

MANILA – The Philippines has already fully vaccinated almost 77 percent of its target 
population against the coronavirus disease 2019 (Covid-19) pandemic as of Thursday. 

The latest data from the National Vaccination Operations Center (NVOC) showed that 
69,037,072 Filipinos, representing 76.70 percent of the country’s total population, have already 
received two primary series of coronavirus vaccines, with around 14 million administered with 
the first booster dose. 

Secretary Vince Dizon, presidential adviser on Covid-19 response, earlier cited the massive 
vaccination program has contributed to the decline of active cases, even during the events such 
as Lenten season, observance of Ramadan, and elections—that entailed crowding of people. 

“Despite all of this, we have been able to successfully keep our cases down. And a huge part 
of this is really the extent of our vaccination program,” Dizon said in a recently televised Talk to 
the People of President Rodrigo Duterte. 

The country has recorded 2,271 active cases from May 10 to 23 with a positive growth rate of 
15 percent. 

“Kagaya po ng sinabi kanina (As I’ve said earlier) despite the many election-related cases, we 
did not see a significant spike in the number of cases, and it is, I think, a testament to not only 
the government’s efforts at pushing the vaccines but also the willingness and cooperation of 
our countrymen and women,” Dizon said. 

Dizon said the government will prioritize further increasing the vaccination coverage in some 
provinces. 

“We are also already going to start aggressively pushing the boosters for 18 years old and 
above,” he added. (PNA) 

 

 

 

Source: https://www.pna.gov.ph/articles/1175239  
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