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DENR Central Office Scores 100% in DOE’s
Energy Efficiency Audit Results

by Village Connectabout 19 hours ago

The Department of Environment and Natural Resources Central Office (DENR CO) has posted
a 100 percent rating—the highest score and performance grade—on the Department of
Energy’s (DOE) audit results for the mandatory implementation of its Energy Efficiency
Conservation Program for national government agencies on April 22, 2022.

According to DENR Acting Secretary Jim O. Sampulna, this achievement proves that the
agency “continues to walk the talk in keeping up with the mandate of the department to mobilize
our citizenry in protecting, conserving, and managing the environment and natural resources
for the present and future generations.”

“Electricity consumption is one of the means by which the people can save electricity and
reduce carbon footprint. It is, therefore, essential to show that the DENR has achieved this
milestone to inspire Filipinos in doing the same,” Sampulna said.

The Energy Efficiency Conservation Program of the DOE is in line with a “collective strategy,
which includes energy conservation to ensure sufficient supply of petroleum products amid the
uncertainty brought about by the Russian-Ukraine conflict.”

Based on the Energy Efficiency and Conservation (EEC) checklist, the DENR CO has met all
the criteria, namely institutionalization of EEC, fuel-saving measures, and electricity-saving
measures, in the DOE’s random spot checks.

Administrative Service Director Rolando Castro said that the Central Office’s energy efficient
measures can be traced to its International Organization for Standardization or I1SO re-
certification last March 2, 2022 for 1ISO 14001:2015 or Environment Management System or
EMS.

“Activities that contributed to achieving these criteria include turning off lights and computers
during lunch breaks or when employees are not using them, switching off air conditioning units
from 4 p.m. onwards, among others. These are already being practiced by the DENR
employees prior to the DOE’s instruction,” Castro said.


https://www.villageconnect.com.ph/author/villageconnect
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The DENR Central Office has been awarded with 1SO 14001:2015 for meeting the
requirements of office-based activities and services related to the agency’s mandate.

The Administrative Service also continues to enjoin the DENR employees in conserving the
electricity through lectures and learning interventions conducted by the Human Resource
Development Service and Strategic Communication and Initiatives Service.

Source; https://www.villageconnect.com.ph/denr-central-office-scores-100-in-does-enerqy-
efficiency-audit-results/9390
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DENR posts 100% score in energy audit

Rhodina Villanueva - The Philippine Star May 25, 2022 | 12:00am
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walk the talk in keeping up with the mandate of the department to mobilize our citizenry in protecting,
conserving, and managing the environment and natural resources for the present and future generations.”

MANILA, Philippines — The Department of Environment and Natural Resources (DENR) has
posted a 100 percent rating, the highest score and performance grade, on the Department of
Energy (DOE)'s audit results for the mandatory implementation of its “energy efficiency
conservation program” for national government agencies.

According to DENR acting Secretary Jim Sampulna, this achievement proves that the agency
“continues to walk the talk in keeping up with the mandate of the department to mobilize our
citizenry in protecting, conserving, and managing the environment and natural resources for
the present and future generations.”

“Electricity consumption is one of the means by which the people can save electricity and
reduce carbon footprint. It is, therefore, essential to show that the DENR has achieved this
milestone to inspire Filipinos in doing the same,” Sampulna said.

He said the DOE program is in line with a “collective strategy, which includes energy
conservation to ensure sufficient supply of petroleum products amid the uncertainty brought
about by the Russian-Ukraine conflict.”

Based on the Energy Efficiency and Conservation checklist, the DENR, particularly its central
office, met all the criteria, namely institutionalization of EEC, fuel-saving measures and
electricity-saving measures in the DOE’s random spot checks.

DENR administrative service director Rolando Castro said the central office’s energy
conservation measures can be traced to its International Organization for Standardization or
ISO re-certification on March 2 for ISO 14001:2015 or Environment Management System.

“Activities that contributed to achieving these criteria include turning off lights and computers
during lunch breaks or when employees are not using them, switching off air conditioning units
from 4 p.m. onwards, among others. These were already being practiced by the DENR
employees prior to the DOE’s instruction,” Castro said.

Source: https://www.philstar.com/nation/2022/05/25/2183436/denr-posts-100-score-energy-
audit
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DENR declares 5 new protected landscapes

May 24, 2022

b

By Myris Lee

The Department of Environmental and Natural Resources (DENR) declared five additional
protected areas under the National Integrated Protected Areas System (NIPAS), bringing the
total protected areas in the country at 112.

The five new areas considered as protected landscapes are Mt. Arayat in Pampanga, Mt. Pulag
located on the triple border of the provinces of Benguet, Ifugao, and Nueva Vizcaya; Naga-
Kabasalan in Zamboanga Sibugay, the Historical Tirad Pass in llocos Sur, and Banao in
Kalinga.

“We welcome these recent developments in additional protected areas from our legislators.
May this be the impetus of further environmental protection in more biologically important and
related conservation areas,” DENR Acting Secretary Jim Sampulna said.

DENR-Biodiversity Management Bureau Director Natividad Bernardino urged the people near
the protected landscapes to help the DENR in their mission to preserve the areas.

“Our laws would be futile if people near these areas would violate them, so we urge those who
live near these areas to help the DENR in its mission to conserve these sites for the benefit of
their children and grandchildren,” Bernardino said

Meanwhile, the designations were signed into law by President Rodrigo Roa Duterte on April
8, 2022 under Republic Act Nos. 11684, 11685, 11686, 11687 and 11688.

The law aims to protect the areas that are identified as portions of land and water that should
be managed to enhance biological diversity and protected against destructive human
exploitation. — gb

Source: https://ptvnews.ph/denr-declares-5-new-protected-landscapes/
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DENR to conduct study to check if marble toys
pose health hazard

The Department of Environment and Natural Resources said it will conduct a study to determine
if marble toys pose a health hazard.

This was the reply of DENR Acting Secretary Jim Sampulna when asked for his comment
regarding BAN Toxics' allegation that marble toys have toxic effects.

BAN Toxics said it examined some marble toys, known in Filipino as holen, and found them to
have traces of cadmium.

The group said "cadmium exerts toxic effects on the kidneys, as well as the skeletal and
respiratory systems, and is classified as a human carcinogen" according to the World Health
Organization.

"We need to inform and caution the public, especially mothers and children, of the dangers
which come from small but terrible marble toys that are sold in the market. They are choking
hazards and exposure to these toys may also cause cancer,” said BAN Toxics campaigner
Thony Dizon.

The group also said the marble toys they examined did not have the required labeling
information as required by Republic Act No. 10620 or the Toy and Game Safety Labeling Act
of 2013. —KG, GMA News

Source: https://www.gmanetwork.com/news/topstories/nation/832675/denr-to-conduct-study-
to-check-if-marble-toys-pose-health-
hazard/story/?fbclid=IwAR1DuZwisgbhoYflB4 kBy5C6mENCcReJuZfbhZbYLgmd71D4nU

30-dKWp0
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POSIBLENG PANGANIB NA DULOT NG HOLEN,
INIIMBESTIGAHAN NA NG DENR

by Judith Estrada-Larino May 24, 2022

Nagkasa na ng pag aaral ang DENR para malaman kung may panganib sa kalusugan ang
marble toys o holen.

Kasunod na rin ito ng pahayag ng ban toxics na nakakalasan ang holen dahil sa taglay nitong
cadmium base na rin sa kanilang sariling pag aaral.

Ayon kay Ban Toxics Campaigner Thony Dizon, dapat mabatid ng publiko ang peligrong dulot
ng mga holen na nabibili lang sa mga palengke at maaaring magdulot ng cancer kapag
nagkaruon ng exposure rito.

Una nang inihayag ng ban toxics na ang mga holen na sinuri nila ay walang required labeling
information na kinakailangan batay na rin sa Republic Act 10620 o Toy and Game Safety
Labeling Act of 2013.

Source: https://www.dwiz882am.com/index.php/posibleng-panganib-na-dulot-ng-holen-
iniimbestigahan-na-ng-denr/



https://www.dwiz882am.com/index.php/author/juday/
https://www.dwiz882am.com/index.php/posibleng-panganib-na-dulot-ng-holen-iniimbestigahan-na-ng-denr/
https://www.dwiz882am.com/index.php/posibleng-panganib-na-dulot-ng-holen-iniimbestigahan-na-ng-denr/

) STRATEGIC May 25, 2022 [] Headtine
ﬁ% COMMUNICATION & SunStar = Eid:mfia'
“ olumn
" SERVICE PHILIPPINES 10f2 [ opinion

i

Page D Feature Article

KR1ZZY S. DAUGDAUG
May 24, 2022

THE Department of Natural Resources (DENR)-Davao and Provincial Environment and Natural
Resources Office (Penro) halted an illegal trade of juvenile birds in Panabo City, Davao del
Norte.

According to DENR-Davao, it confiscated the three kingfishers from a minor online seller who
discovered the said wildlife on a rotten tree.

DENR said they received a report and immediately reached out to the minor to check the birds
and to investigate the supposed illegal trade.

“Nakita siya actually sa FB, kay nag-trend siya, and then gi-report siya mismo sa aming
Regional Executive Director and then after that bumaba ‘yong mga taga DENR personnel,”
said Jayvee Agas, DENR Davao Regional Public Affairs Office chief.

DENR said the transportation and trading of wildlife without the necessary permit and proper
documentation is prohibited under Republic Act 9147, known as the Wildlife Resources
Conservation and Protection Act of 2001.

“Yong claim niya hindi niya na maalagaan yong bird, kasi juvenile pa sya (kingfishers) so in
good faith naman na ibenta niya, hindi lang siguro siya aware na wildlife ‘yong nakita niya na
ibon (He claimed that he can no longer keep the kingfishers and in good faith they planned to
sell it),” Agas said.

The minor said they initially planned to rescue the wildlife but due to being incapable of raising
it, they decided to sell it online for P1,200 for the three kingfishers.

Agas said the kingfisher is classified as “least concerned.”
“Ibig sabihin marami pa yong population niya, but since it is a wildlife, still protected ng law
natin which is Republic Act 9147 (It means that it has a large number of the population but still

protected by the RA 9147),” Agas said.

The violators of any illegal wildlife activity may receive the following penalties and fines:


https://www.sunstar.com.ph/author/996/krizzy-s-daugdaug
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* Imprisonment of two years and one day to four years and/or a fine of P5,000 to P300,000, if
inflicted or undertaken against species listed as critical;

* Imprisonment of one year and one day to two years and/or a fine of P2,000 to P200,000 if
inflicted or undertaken against endangered species;

If inflicted or undertaken against vulnerable species, an imprisonment of six months and one
day to one year and/or a fine of P1,000 to P100,000.
For threatened species, imprisonment of one month and one day to six months and/or a fine of
P500 to P50,000.

Other wildlife species will receive imprisonment of10 days to one month and/or a fine of P200

to P20,000.

The wildlife species have been turned over to the DENR. No cases were filed against the minor
seller with his mother but were educated about the law prohibiting illegal activities

Source: https://www.sunstar.com.ph/article/1929897/davao/local-news/denr-davao-stops-
illegal-trade-of-kingfisher



https://www.sunstar.com.ph/article/1929897/davao/local-news/denr-davao-stops-illegal-trade-of-kingfisher
https://www.sunstar.com.ph/article/1929897/davao/local-news/denr-davao-stops-illegal-trade-of-kingfisher

N STRATEGIC May 25, 2022 [] Headtine
ﬁ% COMMUNICATION & SunStar = Eid:mﬂa'
* olumn

S SERVICE PHILIPPINES 10f1 [ opinion

-

Page D Feature Article

A photo ot tae Philippire Long-Tailed Macacue or Macaca tazzicularis

4 photo of The Bignt | luted Clam or Ind&cra squamosa by Mr. Rodel 5.
chuz of Cenro TagJm Clty ohilippinensis by Mr. Edward Ocon.
May 24, 2022

TAGUM City set the Philippine record for most number of wildlife observations during its first
time to participate in the 2022 City Nature Challenge (CNC2022); clocking in 50, 590 wildlife
observations from April 29 to May 8, 2022.

Their record in the CNC2022 also enabled them to earn the third spot in Asia, and 36th in the
world for nature observations.

Among the noteworthy observations in Tagum City is the photo-documentation of Tridacna
squamosa or locally known as Fluted Giant Clam by Mr. Rodel S. Chua from PENRO Tagum
City. The species is classified as near-threatened, with local protection and conservation
initiatives strongly encouraged.

Other Philippine endemic species that were observed in Tagum were the Philippine Serpent
Eagle (Spilornis holospilus), Philippine Long-Tailed Macaque (Macaca fascicularis
philippinensis); Philippine Bulbul (Hypsipetes philippinus) and other bird species such as
Barred Rail (Hypotaenidia torquata), Black Winged Stilt (Himantopus himantopus), and Pink
Necked Green Pigeon (Treron vernans).

This year, the nature-logging endeavor had 445 cities from 47 countries logging in their local
flora and fauna, contributing to a staggering 1, 694, 877 wildlife observations out of 67, 220
total registered nature observers.

Working alongside the Tagum local government unit headed by Mayor Allan Rellon were the
HIJO Resources Corporation, and the University of Mindanao Institute for Biodiversity and
Environment.

The CNC is an annual global event aimed at engaging local citizens and communities to gather
wildlife observations within the vicinity of their city. Each participating city across the world is
ranked based on three categories, namely: number of observations, number of species
identified, and number of participants or observers.

The event is co-organized by the Community Science teams of the California Academy of
Sciences and Natural History Museum of Los Angeles County.

Next year’s City Nature Challenge will be on April 28 - May 1, 2023. Congratulations to Tagum
City and the Philippines as a whole! (PR)b>

Source: https://www.sunstar.com.ph/article/1929891/davao/lifestyle/most-
biodiverseobservations-in-ph
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PRRD mulls attending climate change forum
before term ends

By Azer Parrocha May 24, 2022, 2:16 pm

N T

CLIMATE CHANGE FORUM. President Rodrigo Roa Duterte talks to the people after holding a meeting with key
government officials at the Malacafian Palace on Monday night (May 23, 2022). Duterte said he would want to attend
climate-related meetings and conventions before the end of his term to confront rich nations that disregarded their
commitments to addressing climate change. (Presidential photo by Valerie Escalera)

-

MANILA — President Rodrigo Roa Duterte on Monday night said he would want to attend
climate-related meetings and conventions before the end of his term to confront rich nations
that disregarded their commitments to addressing climate change.

In a prerecorded meeting with Cabinet members, Duterte said he wanted to remind these
countries of their commitment to reducing greenhouse gas emissions.

“Ako na ang pupunta doon. Ah, hindi, talaga. Ano ba talaga ang gusto ninyo? Kasi ako, itapon
ko 'yung lahat ng basura sa dagat. Hindi na ako mag-landfill. Bakit? Eh kung ganoon kayo,
tapos lip service lang nga (I will go there. | will ask ‘What do you want?’ For me, | would just
throw waste in the sea without using a landfill. Why? Because you are like that and it’s all lip
service). You do not really honor commitments insofar as the changing of the climate — itong
sa planet na ito (in this planet),” he said.

Climate Change Commission Secretary Robert Borje, who was also present in the meeting,
said there will be upcoming conventions in Sweden and Germany.

Duterte, however, expressed concern that the countries were too close to Russia and Ukraine,
which have an ongoing war.

“Malapit man doon sa giyera baka hindi na tayo makabalik (It's too close to the war, we might
not be able to come back)," he added.

Borje, in response, vowed to “raise not just a clarion call” but to give all stakeholders and
should-be partners a “realization that this cannot happen any further.”

Meanwhile, Duterte lamented poor countries like the Philippines were always the most
vulnerable to the effects of climate change, despite being a minor contributor to greenhouse
gas emissions.

He said countries that do not comply with climate-related agreements must be sanctioned.
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“That Climate Change Commission is moribund actually a body unless there is a sanction or
a commitment that’s an ironclad — maybe motivated by their desire to improve the situation dito
sa mundong ito (in this world), then we can see all — maybe improvement overall in the — in
terms of weather, in terms of pollution, lahat na (everything),” he said.

In April, Duterte said wealthy nations should compensate developing countries like the
Philippines for the damage caused by climate change.

Duterte said climate change will remain a problem “for the next generations to come” unless it
is addressed. (PNA)

Source: https://www.pna.gov.ph/articles/1175155
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Duterte offers to personally attend climate
conventions

Published May 24, 2022, 10:24 AM by Joseph Pedrajas

President Duterte has offered to personally attend climate-related meetings and conventions
before his term ends to confront countries that continue to disregard their commitment to
addressing climate change.

During his Cabinet meeting aired late Monday night, Duterte asked Climate Change
Commission Secretary Robert Borje if there are any events that are yet to happen before the
end of June.

Malacanang photo

“Ako na ang pupunta doon. Ah, hindi, talaga. [Itatanong ko] Ano ba talaga ang gusto ninyo? (I
will go there. | will ask: ‘What do you really want?)” Duterte said.

“Kasi ako, itapon ko ‘yung lahat ng basura sa dagat. Hindi na ako mag-landfill. Bakit? Eh kung
ganoon kayo, tapos lip service lang nga (For me, | would just throw our waste to the sea and
wouldn’t use a landfill. Why? Because of you. You are just paying a lip service). You do not
really honor commitments insofar as the changing of the climate,” he added.

But upon learning that the events will be held in Sweden and Germany, which are near Ukraine
and Russia that have an ongoing war, Duterte said: “Maybe, we will not be able to go back.”

Duterte then advised Borje in jest to just physically slap countries that do not comply with
agreements with the climate change report and bang the table and say: “Is there a chance for
us to agree?”

The President said he wants these countries to be sanctioned because it is the poor countries
that suffer.

“That Climate Change Commission is moribund actually a body unless there is a sanction or a
commitment that’'s an ironclad—maybe motivated by their desire to improve the situation dito
sa mundong ito (in this world),” he said.

“But again, itong equation na ito (this equation) is never changing,” he added.

Source: https://mb.com.ph/2022/05/24/duterte-offers-to-personally-attend-climate-conventions/
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CLIMATE CRISIS | Duterte blasts bigger nations
as Philippines seeks concrete actions on issue

May 24, 2022 , 02:27 PM
By Beatrice Puente

(May 24, 2022) — The Philippines needs to pursue concrete actions founded on information and
education to take the first step in truly addressing the climate crisis, the executive director of
the Climate Change Commission said on Monday, challenging other countries to also go
beyond mere lip service.

Robert Borje recognized that the general public has a limited understanding of the climate
crisis, so the government needs to do more to make environmental issues more known.

“We would have to be very honest,” said Borje during the late-night address of President
Rodrigo Duterte. “Kailangan alam ng lahat, hanggang sa barangay, kung ano ang climate
change at anong impact nito at bakit importanteng malaman ito dahil buhay at kabuhayan ang
nakasalalay.”

Borje added that the government should also use science and technology to ensure climate
change adaptation and mitigation. He pointed out that the involvement of the academe and
local government units (LGUs) would be crucial in the country’s response to the threats of the
climate crisis.

But he also stressed that the country cannot stand on its own in addressing the major
environmental concern, which he described as a form of “existential threat.” He emphasized
that more developed nations must do more to concretize their pledges to developing countries
like the Philippines.

“It's important to continue with the clarion call,” said Borje. “It's climate justice to those who are
least responsible for climate change, to those with the least resources, to those who are most
vulnerable and at risk. We need to do more.”

Duterte, who's finishing his term next month, lambasted foreign countries once again for their
allegedly limited efforts in responding to the climate crisis. While imposing sanctions may be
difficult, he said the more industrialized countries cannot expect smaller nations to comply with
their climate change commitments if they wouldn’t act as well.

“They (developed countries) should participate with all their commitment really to do their thing.
Kasi ang ginagawa—walang sanctions at all—ng mga mayayaman and industrialized countries
heavily, they just pay lip service, nothing more,” said Duterte.

Last year, the Philippines submitted its Nationally Determined Contribution as a signatory to
the 2015 Paris Agreement, aiming to reduce carbon emissions by 75% by 2030. But the country
would need the support of developed countries to achieve the goal since only 2.71% would be
funded by the government.

Borje considers this a “smart move” that would challenge foreign countries to help out.

“Hindi tayo nanghihingi ng dole out. Hindi tayo namamalimos. What we are asking for is a
responsible partnership,” said Borje.
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Duterte advised Borje to “raise hell” in the next meetings with foreign nations to point out how
the country suffers from the climate crisis.

“Kung malipat ko lang itong bagyo, ibigay ko ito sa Amerika pati sa Europe. But the problem is
wala tayong magawa kasi it's the poor guy that really suffers,” said Duterte.

(PM)

Source; https://news.tv5.com.ph/breaking/read/climate-crisis-duterte-blasts-bigger-nations-as-

philippines-seeks-concrete-actions-on-
issue?fbclid=IwAR1IghQBam24hhxvz7gccuAtLBgaR9EIvVVpKp3HIEIRAVN9J04i8c0cz6pY
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Duterte wants sanctions versus countries
not reducing carbon emissions

Helen Flores - The Philippine Star May 25, 2022 | 12:00am

President Rodrigo Duterte at a meeting with members of his pandemic task force on December 6, 2021.

MANILA, Philippines — President Duterte on Monday night said countries that do not honor
climate agreements must be sanctioned even as he expressed interest in attending the next
climate change meeting.

Duterte said poorer nations “really suffer much” from the devastating impact of climate change.

“You know, if you really want compliance about anything in this planet, you have to have
sanctions for violations or there are rules and you know, if you do not follow the rules, then the
consequences are there. But who gets the most suffering? It's us,” the President said during a
pre-recorded public address.

Duterte made the remark after Climate Change Commission Secretary Robert E.A. Borje
discussed how the most vulnerable countries, including the Philippines, continue to suffer from
climate-related weather events.

Borje said climate change also hinders economic growth. “Our economic growth is slowing
down due to climate change, due to the number of disasters that we have to manage. In the
past decade, we lost P506.1 billion due to climate change hazards and geological hazards.
That's about $10 billion. What else? Climate change threatens food security,” he said.

Duterte told Borje he would like to attend the next climate change meeting. “If | may ask, is
there any meeting between now until the end of my term? In between. Is there any meeting or
convention or something?” he asked Borje, to which the latter replied, “Yes, Mr. President.”

“I will personally go there,” Duterte said.
The President said he would ask industrialized nations to start reducing their carbon footprints.

Borje said the next climate meetings would be held at Stockholm+50 — a United Nations-led
environment meet in Stockholm, Sweden from June 2 to 3 — shortly before Duterte steps down
from office.

When asked to clarify Duterte’s plan to attend the climate conference, acting presidential
spokesman Martin Andanar said they would wait for an official announcement from the Office
of the President.

“At first, the President said that he was interested but after Secretary Borje reported, nothing
was discussed,” he said at a media briefing yesterday.

Source: https://www.philstar.com/headlines/2022/05/25/2183580/duterte-wants-sanctions-
Versus-countries-not-reducing-carbon-emissions
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LGUs urged to implement proactive climate
change adaptation measures

Gaea Katreena Cabico - Philstar.com May 24, 2022 | 11:33am

! e

Residents salvage belongings from their destroyed houses at Taiisay in Cebu province on December 17, 2021,
a day after Super Typhoon Rai hit.

MANILA, Philippines — Local government units and communities must take proactive
measures to help people cope with the impacts of climate change, an expert from the Climate
Change Commission said as the world races to ensure a liveable future for humanity.

Dr. Doracie Zoleta-Nantes, chair of the CCC’s National Panel of Technical Experts, said the
expert panel is tasked to come up with LGU-based climate change adaptation and disaster risk
reduction initiatives to reduce the vulnerabilities of local communities.

NPTE, composed of experts from across the archipelago, recommends best practices for
the enhancement of the adaptive capacity of vulnerable population to climate impacts.

The role of LGUs is to incorporate these strategies in their development programs, Zoleta-
Nantes stressed in a briefing Monday.

“We will find practical approaches and climate change adaptation strategies that can be
undertaken by local government units and community members themselves. This highlights
the fact that in the end, the people should be proactively undertaking climate change adaptation
and disaster risk reduction initiatives themselves,” the president of Southern Luzon State
University (SLSU) said.

“It is now the most opportune time for the communities to be involved in helping themselves,
preparing themselves,” she added.

Under the Climate Change Act of 2009, all local governments are tasked to formulate their local
climate change action plans (LCCAPSs). These action plans describe how LGUs plan to respond
to the impacts of climate change and mainstream them into local development plans such as
land use plans and investment programs.

There are currently 1,324 LCCAPs formulated by LGUSs, according to CCC.
Masantol flooding

CCC developed a case study about the prolonged inundation of Masantol town in Pampanga,
which aims to help the municipality address the problem.


https://www.philstar.com/authors/1805246/gaea-katreena-cabico
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“We had several site visits and concluded that the problems experienced by communities are
worsened by climate change,” Zoleta-Nantes said.

The NPTE chair said restoring mangrove forests in the area can protect communities from high
tides and storm surges, reduce saltwater intrusion, and provide habitats for fish. SLSU will
provide the mangrove seedlines and capacitate the community.

Source: https://www.philstar.com/headlines/climate-and-
environment/2022/05/24/2183360/lgus-urged-implement-proactive-climate-change-adaptation-
measures
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Sa pulong ni BBM sa foreign ambassadors
CLIMATE CHANGE, AGRIKULTURA
TINALAKAY

9 hours ago jake

TINALAKAY ni presumptive president Ferdinand “Bongbong” Marcos sa isinagawang closed-
door meetings kasama ang mga foreign ambassador ang usapin ng kooperasyon at ibang isyu
lalo na sa panahon ng pandemya.

Nakausap ni Marcos Jr., sa kanyang headquarters ang mga envoys mula India, Japan, South
Korea at Estados Unidos.

“Ang lagi ko lang pinapaalala sa kanila sinasabi ko palagay ko sa pandemyang ito ang recovery
ng lahat natin ay hindi kakayanin ng kahit na isang bansa kahit na gaano kayaman. Kailangan
the partnership will be the one that will bring us to keep the global economy as stable as
possible,” ayon kay Marcos Jr.

Sinabi ng susunod na Pangulo na siya at ang Japanese Ambassador to the Philippines na si
Kazuhiko Koshikawa ay nag-usap ukol sa posibilidad na infrastructure at transportation
projects, at maging ang employment opportunities, sa pagitan ng dalawang bansa.

“Japan would like to see an increase of employment of Filipinos in Japan,” ayon kay Marcos.

Kabilang naman sa paksa na pinag-usapan kasama si South Korean Ambassador Kim Inchul
ay ang posibleng pagbuhay sa “mothballed” Bataan Nuclear Power Plant.

“Pwede pa ba ituloy o kailangan na magtayo ng bago? Binuhay ulit namin ang diskusyon na
‘yon,” anito.

“We will now study their recommendation and their findings and we will see if it can still apply,
because as we have been talking about all through the campaign, isa sa pinakamalaking
problema is the supply of power. If we are going to industrialize post-pandemic...then the power
sector must be ready for that.”dagdag na pahayag ni Marcos Jr.

Samantala, sinabi naman ni Marcos Jr., na napag-usapan naman nila ni Indian Ambassador
Shambhu S. Kumaran ang ukol sa imprastraktura, idagdag na ang bansa ay maaaring matuto
mula sa Asian neighbor, lalo na pagdating sa teknolohiya at “how to bring the average age of
farmers down.”


https://saksingayon.com/bbm/sa-pulong-ni-bbm-sa-foreign-ambassadors-climate-change-agrikultura-tinalakay/
https://saksingayon.com/author/ronnjake/
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Sa miting kasama ang US Chargé d’Affaires Heather Variava, sinabi ni Marcos Jr. na isa sa
pangunahing paksa na kanilang napag-usapan ay ang tulong na maaaring mapagaan ang
epekto ng climate change.

Sinabi ni Marcos Jr. na maaaring tanggapin ng bansa ang anomang tulong mula sa US para
sa ekonomiya, sinabi pa nito na ito’y may kinalaman “trade, not aid.”

Nuclear power
pinakukonsidera

Sa kabilang dako, umaasa si Pangulong Rodrigo Roa Duterte na ie-explore ng susunod na
administrasyon ang nuclear energy bilang alternative energy source sa Pilipinas.

Sa kanyang Talk to the People, Lunes ng gabi, sinabi ni Pangulong Duterte na kailangang pag-
aralan ng susunod na administrasyon ang nuclear power dahil ang Pilipinas, naka-depende sa
imported crude oil, ay “vulnerable” sa epekto ng nagpapatuloy na giyera sa pagitan ng Russia
at Ukraine.

“I hope that the next administration would at least explore now the possibility of itong
nuclear...Tutal ang nag-umpisa nito noon si Marcos. Nagpagawa siya ng nuclear plant,” ayon
kay Pangulong Duterte.

Tinutukoy ni Pangulong Duterte ang kontrobersyal na Bataan Nuclear Power Plant (BNPP) sa
Morong, Bataan, isang proyekto ni dating Pangulong Ferdinand Marcos Sr. na hindi nagamit
dahil sa “safety and corruption issues.”

“You know oil is not infinite, may katapusan ‘yan . Someday it will dry up, it will be good for any
government to prepare the possibility of making the transition from oil, yung fossil fuel, to
nuclear,” dagdag na pahayag nito.

Gayunman, hindi naman lingid sa kaalaman ni Pangulong Duterte na ang pagbuhay sa BNPP
ay maaaring “spell trouble” gaya ng 1986 explosion at sunog sa Chernobyl nuclear power plant
sa Ukraine na naglabas o sumuka ng malaking dami ng radioactive material sa kapaligiran.

Matatandaang, nilagdaan ni Pangulong Duterte ang isang executive order na nag-aatas na
pag-aralan ang pagsasama ng nuclear power sa ginagamit na enerhiya sa bansa. (CHRISTIAN
DALE)

Source; https://saksingayon.com/bbm/sa-pulong-ni-bbm-sa-foreign-ambassadors-climate-
change-agrikultura-tinalakay/
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Freeze quarry activities in Masungi, IPs tell
government

BYRODERICK ABAD
MAY 24, 2022

A GROUP of indigenous people (IP) joined the renewed calls to stop the Mineral Production
Sharing Agreement (MPSAs) within the Upper Marikina River Basin Protected Landscape
(UMRBPL) and the Masungi Geopark Project (MGP).

In a petition dated May 19, 2022, some 100 leaders and members of the Dumagat-Remontado
tribe of Antipolo asked President Duterte, Department of Environment and Natural Resources
Officer in Charge Secretary Jim Sampulna, and Rizal Governor Rebecca Yfiares to save the
Susong Dalaga mountain from quarrying.

They said that the mountain is sacred to their community and forms part of their heritage given
its inclusion to their ancestral domain.

“We are worried to know that our beloved mountain is contained in two quarries with MPSA
under the name of Rapid City and Quarry Rock,” they added.

“In case like that, Susong Dalaga will be gone because the rocks will be mined and the
mountain will be flattened. The rivers and water provided by Susong Dalaga will dry up,” they
added.

Per the areas covered by the two MPSAs, the quarries would level down around 1,000 hectares
of mountains within the protected area including the Susong Dalaga shrine considered sacred
by the tribe. A deep scar—400 meters high, 1,200 meters wide, and 5,000 meters long—on the
mountains immediately fronting Marcos Highway would also be created.

The IP group, likewise, expressed concern about the floods and landslides that would cause
destruction to their homes and farms, and even create an impact on those living in downstream
areas.

It was noted that the floods and landslides that affected San Mateo, Rodriguez, Marikina,
Cainta, Pasig and other towns and cities during typhoons “Ondoy,” “Rolly,” and “Ulysses”
originated from these mountains.


https://businessmirror.com.ph/author/roderickabad/
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With these in mind, the group urged government officials and quarry companies to withdraw
their plans to quarry Susong Dalaga.

They also asked that resorts and other destructive activities be similarly averted and removed
from the MGP and the protected areas.

Image credits: Billie Dumaliang

Source: https://businessmirror.com.ph/2022/05/24/freeze-quarry-activities-in-masungi-ips-tell-
government/
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Mati City gov’t defends mining in Unesco-listed Mt.
Hamiguitan range

Keith Bacongco

DAVAO CITY — The City Government of Mati has defended the nickel mining operations at
the foot of Mount Hamiguitan Wildlife Sanctuary Range, saying it is outside the declared
protected area.

In a statement released to the media, the City Information Office of Mati emphasized that while
the mining company has yet to resume full operations, its mining tenement only covers the
foothills of the mountain range, which is a United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural
Organization (UNESCO) heritage site.

The local government issued the statement after local residents expressed concerns over the
circulating photos on social media of the mining site in Barangay Macambol in Mati City
showing an open-mining area near the coastline of Pujada Bay.

=

A tourist takes a dip at the white sand beach of Pujada Island in Mati City, Davao Oriental. (KEITH BACONGCO / FILE
PHOTO/MANILA BULLETIN)

It added that the Mati City Environment and Natural Resources Office (CIENRO) has assured
that the mining area is also four kilometers away from the boundary of the Pujada Bay
Seascape, which is also a declared protected area.

The Hallmark Mining Corporation and Austral-Asia Link Mining Corporation are both holders of
25-year Mineral Production Sharing Agreement (MPSA) issued in 2004 and 2005 respectively.

The mining operations was put on hold in 2017 when President Rodrigo Duterte imposed
nationwide ban on open-pit mining.

However, then DENR secretary Secretary Roy Cimatu overturned a prohibition on open-pit
mining in a hope to help stimulate the economy to recover from the adverse impact of the
pandemic.

The mining companies have yet to resume operations as they are preparing necessary
documents, the statement clarified.

The City Government of Mati further said that ‘a multi-partite monitoring team (MMT) was also
created to monitor the strict enforcement and compliance to the several environmental
safeguards put in place to ensure the protection of the environment.’


https://mb.com.ph/author/keith-bacongco
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“The MMT is headed by the DENR-MGB director with the City of Mati LGU as a member. The
LGU is represented by the Mati CIENRO and the Mati City Health Office in the said MMT. The
MMT is also composed of DENR XI, DENR CENRO, Provincial ENRO, IP Davao Oriental, tribal
chieftain of Barangay Macambol, punong barangay of Macambol, community and government
relations manager of the mining companies, as well as the resident mine manager, “ it added.

For years, environment activists have been campaigning against the mining operations in
Mount Hamiguitan as they will not only threaten the biodiversity of the mountain range but also
of the nearby Pujada Bay.

The Pujada Bay Landscape and Seascape was declared as a protected area under the
National Integrated Protected Areas System (NIPAS) through Presidential Proclamation No.
431 in 1994.

Mount Hamiguitan mountain range is a declared protected area as provided under Republic
Act No. 9303 or the Hamiguitan Range Wildlife Sanctuary Act of 2004, which declared the
mountain range and its vicinities as protected area under the category of wildlife sanctuary and
its peripheral areas as buffer zone.

The act also emphasized that it was declared a protected area for its highly unique and
important biological and physical attributes.

Groups opposed to the mining operations fear that mining operations could adversely affect
the Pujada Bay since the tributaries of Mount Hamiguitan drain to the bay.

In 2014, Mount Hamiguitan Wildlife Sanctuary was included in in the UNESCO World Heritage
List.

The mountain range, which features the unique pygmy forests, straddles across the towns of
Governor Generoso, San Isidro and City of Mati.

According to the UNESCO website, the combination of terrestrial and aquatic ecosystems
within the boundaries of the property and the large number of species inhabiting each makes
the Mount Hamiguitan Range Wildlife Sanctuary home to a total of 1,380 species with 341
Philippine endemics.

The mountain range is also a known home of the critically endangered species such as
Philippine Eagle and the Philippine Cockatoo.

Mount Hamiguitan is one of the most popular tourist destinations in Davao Oriental.

Source: https://mb.com.ph/2022/05/24/mati-city-govt-defends-mining-in-unesco-listed-mt-
hamiquitan-range/
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DENR di binantayan ang pagkasira ng mga
bundok ng Coron: grupo

ABS-CBN News

Posted at May 24 2022 10:59 PM

MAYNILA—Walang naging pagbabantay ang Department of Environment and Natural
Resources (DENR) sa ginawang reclamation sa Coron, Palawan, ayon sa isang grupo.

Ayon kay Julito Sarge Sarmiento, legal counsel ng Sagip Coron, lumapit ang kanilang grupo
kay Pangulong Rodrigo Duterte kaugnay sa walang pakundangan na pagsira sa Coron, at
sinabi umano ni Duterte na ilegal at criminal offense ang isinagawang pagtatambak.

Ayon naman kay Bob Magallanes, isang volunteer ng Sagip Coron, wala silang ideya sa
nangyaring reclamation o paggiba sa mga bundok sa paligid ng Coron kaya nakakagulat na
lang ang pagkasira ng mga ito.

Maraming maaapektuhan sa ginawang quarrying, hindi lang ang mga may-ari ng mga negosyo
sa tabing dagat, kung 'di ang ang mga maliliit at mahihirap na manggagawa ng Coron, ani
Marion Raagas, ang convenor ng Sagip Coron.

Saad ni Dr. Filipina Sotto, isang marine biologist, kakaunti na ang mga isdang lumalangoy sa
paligid ng impacted areas at may mga coral reef na ring natambakan dahil sa reclamation.—
SRO, TeleRadyo, Mayo 24, 2022

Source: https://news.abs-cbn.com/video/news/05/24/22/denr-di-binantayan-ang-pagkasira-ng-
maga-bundok-ng-coron-grupo?fbclid=lwAR2cv6lADbpB3pC-
XKIZ RdB58meQoSjsEmUFhoEW30O0TPE2uBZOWmM|x8k
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NVizcaya mine reports 16M hours' of safe work

By Leander C. Domingo May 25, 2022

QUEZON, Nueva Vizcaya: A London-based mining company here said the safety of its
employees remains its top priority with over 16 million hours worked without any reported
untoward incident in their operation at FCF Minerals Corp. in Runruno village.

David Cather, Metals Exploration Plc.'s independent non-executive chairman, said the
company also continues to make progress and deliver record numbers in annual gold recovery,
sale proceeds, and gold for the year ending Dec. 31, 2021.

"Safety, as always, remains the utmost priority of the company, and our record to date is an
achievement that everyone at the company is very proud of. As at the date of this report, we
have recorded over 16 million hours worked without a reportable injury,” Cather said.

He said this is an outstanding accomplishment and something that they are not only delighted
with but will continue to focus on.

"The safety of our staff is not just limited to mining operations. Our team and the communities
they live in are at the heart of our company, and ensuring their well-being is vital for the
continued operations of the business," Cather said.

With this, he said a key focus of their safety and health operations has been the staff and
contractors. At present, over 93 percent of all staff and contractors have received at least two
vaccination doses.

FCF Minerals Corp. operates the Runruno Gold-Molybdenum Project, which is 100-percent
owned by the British Metals Exploration. Based on a feasibility study, an average of 96,700
ounces of gold can be extracted yearly over 10 years.

The mine has been operating since 2016 and is currently the fourth-largest gold mine
operations company in the Philippines.

Source: https://www.manilatimes.net/2022/05/25/news/regions/nvizcaya-mine-reports-16m-
hours-of-safe-work/1844862
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Court rules against Marcopper

May 25, 2022 | 12:05 am

BusinessWorld
CORPORATE NEWS " %

A LOCAL court in Marinduque ruled in favor of at least 30 plaintiffs against Marcopper Mining
Corp. for a mine spill incident in 1993.

In December 1993, parts of the structure of Marcopper’s Maguila-guila tailings dam broke,
flooding the Mogpog River with toxic waste.

In a decision dated May 16, the regional trial court granted P200,000 in temperate damages
and P100,000 in moral damages to each of at least 30 plaintiffs. An additional P1 million as
exemplary damages was awarded to all the plaintiffs.

Marcopper is also known for the 1996 Mt. Taipan pit mining incident, where the drainage
tunnels of the company’s open-pit mines broke and caused toxic mine tailings to spill into Boac
River.

The Chamber of Mines of the Philippines said that it welcomed the ruling on the Marcopper
mine spill case.

“We are relieved that the court has finally rendered a decision in favor of the plaintiffs in the
Marcopper mine spill incident. Marcopper operated under the old mining law,” the chamber said
in a statement.

“The incident is a constant reminder to miners all over the world that the safety of all
stakeholders in host mining communities is paramount. It underscores extreme consequences
to people and the environment from catastrophic tailings facility failures are unacceptable,” it
added.

The group said that since the incident, new mandatory environmental laws have been put in
place to ensure just and timely compensation for damages and for progressive and sustainable
rehabilitation for any adverse effect a mining operation or activity may cause.

It also said that mining operators must use specified measures to prevent the catastrophic
failure of tailings facilities and to implement best practices in planning, design, construction,
operation, maintenance, monitoring, closure, and post-closure activities. — Luisa Maria
Jacinta C. Jocson

Source: https://www.bworldonline.com/corporate/2022/05/25/450612/court-rules-against-
marcopper/
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PCG joins maritime drills in Indonesia, calls for
protection of marine env’t

Published May 24, 2022, 12:30 PM
by Martin Sadongdong

The Philippine Coast Guard (PCG) urged all countries to unite in protecting marine environment
as it participated in the opening ceremony of the Regional Marine Pollution Exercise
(MARPOLEX) 2022 in Makassar, Indonesia on Tuesday, May 24.

Vice Adm. Rolando Lizor Punzalan, Philippine Coast Guard depuy commandant for administration, leads the Philippine
delegates in the opening ceremony of the Regional Marine Pollution Exercise (MARPOLEX) 2022 on May 24, 2022. (Photo
courtesy of Philippine Coast Guard)

The maritime exercise seeks to enhance Indonesia, Philippines, and Japan’s cooperation and
capability in firefighting, rescue, and oil spill recovery operations through planning, command
and control, and the conduct of integrated operations.

BRP Teresa Magbanua (MRRV-9701), the PCG’s largest vessel, sailed to Indonesia to
participate in the maritime drills. It was her maiden mission since being commissioned into
service last May 6. Joining her are BRP Gabriela Silang (OPV-8301), BRP Malapascua
(MRRV-4403), and BRP Cape Engafio (MRRV-4411).

The participating vessels will also test and evaluate the effectiveness of Indonesia’s Sulawesi
Sea Oil Spill Response Network Plan and the current procedures of the Oil Spill Recovery and
Response Capability of Indonesia and the Philippines.

Vice Adm. Rolando Lizor Punzalan, PCG deputy commandant for administration, underscored
the importance of the exercises as he said everyone is prone to oil spill incidents as ships
traverse oceans to support the global economy.

“Oil spill incidents will continue as long as the oceans remain our means of transporting oil
efficiently. For this unavoidable nature of oil spill incidents, we gather here in the Regional
MARPOLEX 2022 and think of the best ways to eliminate the harmful effects of these incidents,”
Punzalan said.

“We should not only develop responses to untoward incidents but, more importantly, prevent
oil spills from happening through enforcing and implementing laws that protect our marine
environment from pollution,” he added.

The MARPOLEX 2022 is held in the vicinity waters off South Sulawesi which is strategically
located in Indonesia’s Archipelagic Sea Lanes II.


https://mb.com.ph/author/martin-sadongdong
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The location plays a critical role in connecting international and domestic shipping and records
high intensity of shipping operations, oil and gas activities, and other maritime operations in the
Makassar waters, said Budi Karya Sumadi, Republic of Indonesia’s Minister of Transportation.

“This certainly increases the risk of accidents resulting to oil spills that pollute and damage the
marine environment. Thus, the preparedness of personnel and equipment is needed to
overcome shipping disasters as assistance for the Makassar Strait area,” Sumadi said.

During the ceremony, the PCG and the Directorate General for Sea Transportation (DGST) of
the Republic of Indonesia forged a fraternal agreement to advocate multilateral cooperation to
address major spillage in the Asian region.

Punzalan also recognized the Japan Coast Guard’'s (JCG) role in ensuring the operational
readiness of the Philippines and Indonesia for oil spill incidents, making the MARPOLEX “an
opportunity to share new knowledge and techniques in the field of marine environmental
protection.”

“This joint maritime exercise between the Philippines, Indonesia, and Japan symbolizes our
powerful spirit of cooperation in times of emergency and disasters,” he concluded.

Source: https://mb.com.ph/2022/05/24/pcg-joins-maritime-drills-in-indonesia-calls-for-
protection-of-marine-envt/
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Duterte urges next admin to explore nuclear
energy

Helen Flores - The Philippine Star May 25, 2022 | 12:00am

PSSR

PORSIRE RO
(T PAY

This December 19, 2011 photo from Wikimedia Commons shows Bataan Nuclear Power Plant.

MANILA, Philippines — President Duterte has urged the incoming Marcos administration to
explore the use of nuclear power as an alternative energy source in the country.

During his prerecorded Talk to the People aired on Monday night, Duterte cited the country’s
continued use of coal that has devastating environmental consequences.

He also expressed dismay over rising oil prices as a result of the ongoing war between Russia
and Ukraine.

“I hope that the next administration would at least explore now the possibility of nuclear... After
all, it was Marcos who started it,” Duterte said, referring to the late dictator Ferdinand Marcos
Sr., the father of presumptive president Ferdinand Marcos Jr.

“Oil is not infinite. Someday it will dry up. It will be good for any government to prepare the
possibility of making the transition from oil, fossil fuel to nuclear,” he said.

Duterte said the Russia-Ukraine conflict has influenced the stability of global fuel prices, and it
already had an impact on ordinary Filipinos and the economy.

“Those who are using cars you complain everyday that it's (fuel prices) getting higher by the
hour. The reason for the rising gasoline prices is we do not have our own. We are importing
the source of energy,” he said.

Marcos Jr. earlier disclosed he had a discussion with the South Korean ambassador about an
assessment on the possible revival of the Bataan Nuclear Power Plant (BNPP).

In February, Duterte signed Executive Order 164 to assess the possibility of including nuclear
power in the country’s energy mix.

EO 164 recognized nuclear power as “a reliable, cost-competitive, and environment-friendly
source of energy” based on the experience of highly developed countries.


https://www.philstar.com/authors/1804761/helen-flores
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The BNPP was built under the administration of Marcos Sr. to address the energy crisis during
his tenure.

The $2.2-billion plant was mothballed in 1986 after experts declared it “unsafe and inoperable,”
saying it was built near a major earthquake fault. Marcos Sr. was also accused of accepting a
kickback of $80 million from BNPP builder Westinghouse.

Source: https://www.philstar.com/headlines/2022/05/25/2183581/duterte-urges-next-admin-
explore-nuclear-enerqy
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Gov’t launches thorough study on perennial

PAMPANGA. CCC Chair-designate and Finance ';Secretary Carlos G. Dominguez, CCC Vice Chairperson Secretary
Robert E.A. Borje and other officials are welcomed by outgoing Mayor Danilo Guintu and incoming Representative Anna
York Bondoc during their recent visit in Barangay Sapang Kawayan for the climate change adaptation study. (Contributed

Photo)

PRINCESS CLEA ARCELLAZ
May 24, 2022

THE coastal town of Masantol, located at the southernmost part of Pampanga is known as the
catch basin of floodwater during rainy season.

Unlike the earlier years when flood is only experienced during rainy season, most of barangays
in Masantol town are now experiencing up to two feet of flood even during dry season when
the level of tide is high.

This is among the reason why the Climate Change Commission (CCC) jumpstarted the climate
adaptation study in the town, stressing the importance of a science-based approach and strong
community engagement in order to help better understand and effectively address climate
change-related and flooding concerns of the town.

The said study was patrticularly launched in Barangay Sapang Kawayan here, which is the
nearest island barangay to the mouth of Manila Bay where waters of Pampanga River exits.

CCC Cchair-designate and Finance Secretary Carlos G. Dominguez, CCC Vice Chairperson
Secretary Robert E.A. Borje, outgoing Mayor Danilo Guintu and incoming Representative Anna
York Bondoc, along with other experts, made a recent visit in Barangay Sapang Kawayan to
personally check on the situation and come up with a comprehensive, multidimensional and
science-based approach to climate change adaptation in Masantol.

To boost its climate change awareness program, the agency launched a series of video that
features  the various effects of climate change in the community.

The three-part video entitled “Masantol: Ang Kwento Laban sa Nagbabagong Klima” which
aims to communicate the impact of climate change on vulnerable communities in the
Philippines — specifically the town of Masantol, Pampanga — to bring awareness and new
perspectives to the climate change discourse as well as motivate the Filipino people to spring
into action.


https://www.sunstar.com.ph/author/218/princess-clea-arcellaz
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The first part specifically focuses on the causes and effects of flooding problem in Masantol,
while second part presents the interventions that have been done and last part focuses on the
recommendations of the CCC and National Panel of Technical Experts (NPTE).

It also seeks to highlight the need for local adaptation planning aligned with the National Climate
Change Action Plan. This connotes the commitment of the CCC to assist local government
units in their pursuit of science and evidence-based, low emission and sustainable local
development planning.

During the visit in Barangay Sapang Kawayan, Masantol Mayor Danilo Guintu recognized the
importance of an effective partnership between Masantol and CCC in order to come up with
sustainable solutions to the town’s perennial flooding problem. Mayor Guintu stated that the
Local Government Unit will fully support CCC'’s study.

Incoming fourth district Representative Anna York Bondoc, who attended the video launch,
expressed gratitude to CCC and DOF for kick-starting a study that puts focus on the situation
of the people of Masantol town and the community.

“Itong trabaho niyo po na ito at iyong gagawin niyo pa will definitely bring international attention,
local attention and the much needed attention to the problem dito sa bayan namin. This is
actually a problem of the whole of Central Luzon dahil sabi ko nga, para kaming embudo na
kapag bumuhos ang tubig mula sa taas, hindi rin agad makakalabas kung barado sa ibaba,”
she explained.

The climate adaptation study is expected to continue in the coming months until the NPTE
comes up with a recommendations that will solve the perennial flooding problem.

Source; https://www.sunstar.com.ph/article/1929926/pampanga/local-news/govt-launches-
thorough-study-on-perennial-flooding-in-masantol
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Climate action on CO2 emissions alone won't
prevent extreme warming

May 24, 2022 | 5:19 pm

JusinessWorld
WORLD NEWS

TO CONTROL climate change, the world must go beyond cutting carbon dioxide (COZ2)
emissions and curb lesser-known pollutants such as nitrous oxide playing a key role in warming
the planet, new research suggests.

Decades of global climate discussions have focused on CO2 emissions, which are most
abundant in the atmosphere. The common goal of reaching “net-zero” emissions refers most
often to CO2 emissions alone.

Over the last year, more than 100 countries have pledged a 30% cut by 2030 to emissions from
methane, another carbon-based greenhouse gas that is far more powerful at trapping heat than
CO2. Most of those countries have yet to say how they will meet that deadline.

Meanwhile, scant attention has been paid to other warming pollutants, including black carbon,
also called soot, which absorbs radiative heat, as well as hydrofluorocarbons found in
refrigerants, and nitrous oxides. But together with methane, these pollutants are responsible
for about half of the warming seen today, according to the study published on Monday in the
journal Proceedings of the National Academy of Sciences.

“When we’re worried about the near-term ... we need to look at the other non-CO2 climate
forcers,” said study co-author Durwood Zaelke, president of the Institute for Governance &
Sustainable Development in Washington DC.

This is especially important as countries pursue CO2 reductions through cutting back on their
use of fossil fuels, still considered the main contributor to global warming. Using fewer fossil
fuels will result in less air pollution, including airborne sulphates that actually counteract some
climate change by reflecting solar radiation away from Earth.

Scientists say these sulphates are masking about 0.5 degree Celsius of warming that would be
seen without them, meaning aggressive climate action could see temperatures temporarily
jump higher — unless the lesser pollutants are tackled as well.

A path of decarbonization alone would see the planet breach 2 degrees Celsius of warming
beyond pre-industrial temperatures by 2045, the study finds.
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Conversely, reining in all climate pollutants together could see the world begin to avoid some
warming as early as 2030 and halve the rate of warming between 2030 and 2050, the findings
suggest.

“This landmark paper should bring about a major rethink” of global targets, said Euan Nisbet,
a climate scientist at Royal Holloway, University of London, not involved in the study. “If we
don’t also bring down non-CO2 warming, we cook.” — Reuters

Source: https://www.bworldonline.com/world/2022/05/24/450484/climate-action-on-co2-
emissions-alone-wont-prevent-extreme-warming/
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Explainer: APAC at 1.5°C of global
warming

The 2°C global warming scenario is gloomy, buta 1.5°C increase isn't
much better. Life for billions of people in the region is still going to
get worse, according to the latest studies.

e

A beach hotel in popular surfinaestination Siargo Islandin Surigé;) eI No.rté, Philippines is totally devastated by
Typhoon Rai. Image: Albert Lozada/ Greenpeace
By Liang Lei May 24, 2022

From Islamabad to Port Moresby, from Beijing to Sydney — big changes are coming, and we're
not prepared.

Floods, fires and heavy winds are some of the dangers heading our way. Even if the global
community keeps to the 1.5 degrees Celsius limit to climate change.

Scientists have often cited 1.5°C as a better alternative to 2°C of global warming in efforts to
coax governments and businesses to act early against the threats of severe climate risks. But
the lower temperature limit is still set to bring significant hazards.

In this piece, Eco-Business takes a look at what crossing the 1.5°C threshold means for climate-
exposed Asia Pacific.

Crossing that temperature increase is inevitable. The Intergovernmental Panel for Climate
Change (IPCC) said in August that the threshold could be reached by 2040. This month, the
World Meteorological Organisation (WMO) provided statistical details.

In the next five years, there is a 48 per cent chance of at least one year breaching the 1.5°C
increase. There is also a 10 per cent chance that average temperatures over the next five years
will jJump to more than 1.5°C.

“Time is running out to meet the ambitious goal laid out in the Paris Agreement — to limit
warming to well below 2°C above pre-industrial levels,” said Professor Benjamin Horton,
director of the Earth Observatory of Singapore.

“Attitudes towards climate change have shifted in the past decade. Where once there was
ignorance, inattention and disbelief, there is now concern,” he added.

Floods and storms

For the nearly 750 million people living in South Asia’s largest river basins of the Ganges, Indus
and Brahmaputra, mid-year monsoon storms could get 10 per cent heavier when temperatures
increase by 1.5°C, worsening the risks of heavy flooding.

In China, Japan and the Korean Peninsula, the frequency of what's considered a once-in-20-
years rainfall event today may more than double at 1.5°C.



https://www.eco-business.com/about/profile/35288/
https://www.eco-business.com/news/5050-chance-global-warming-reaches-15c-by-2026/
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Sustained rainfall across five days, a common gauge of heavy rain, may also be 30 per cent
heavier in some parts of Indonesia and mainland Southeast Asia.

Although better disaster response has led to lower deaths over the years, flooding still exacts
a heavy financial toll on Asia — the region has been losing about US$28 million a year in the
past decade due to heavy damages and low insurance rates.

Globally, at the current 1°C of global warming, a one-in-10-year torrent is already 30 per cent
more likely to occur compared to pre-industrial times. At 1.5°C, the figure rises to 50 per cent,
according to the IPCC. The rising trend is most obvious in Asia and Africa.

Meanwhile, tropical typhoons in the Pacific Ocean are expected to occur less frequently but
with greater intensity. Such storms in the past decades have already been found to bring
stronger winds and reach further inland.

Typhoon Rai, the strongest storm to hit the Philippines last year, left 400 dead and more than
US$500,000 worth of damages to crops and houses.

Extreme heat and fires

India and Pakistan are currently reeling from a heatwave that brought daytime temperatures
close to 50°C. The death toll of around 90 deaths reported in early May is widely thought to be
underestimated.

Worse is to come at 1.5°C of global warming. Places already prone to heat waves may get up
to four more days per year of daytime temperatures high enough to limit outdoor work — at 32°C
on a wet-bulb thermometer — totaling over a week in regions around Bangladesh, eastern India
and parts of Pakistan.

There may also be one more day of potentially lethal heat — at over 35°C — adding up to over
two occurrences per year on average, especially over eastern Pakistan and western India.

These wet-bulb measurements, which indicate temperatures at maximum relative humidity,
could be several degrees lower than the actual air temperature people feel, especially if they
are directly under the sun.

Night time temperatures in the region could increase by around 10 per cent on average too,
giving people no respite from the daytime inferno.

Similar trends are expected over much of the Asia Pacific 1.5°C of global warming, with severe
heatwaves expected to occur at least once every five years in parts of Southeast Asia, and
once every 10 to 30 years in Northern Australia.

Cities get it worse, because concrete surfaces trap more heat. Kolkata, capital of West Bengal
in India and home to almost 15 million people, is already about 2.6°C hotter than nearby rural
areas. Sydney is about 0.2°C over its surroundings.

Heavy smoke covers the Tiong Bahru area in Singapore during the September 2015 haze. Image: Flickr/
Charles EYES PiX.



https://iopscience.iop.org/article/10.1088/1748-9326/aaff7e
https://iopscience.iop.org/article/10.1088/1748-9326/aaff7e
https://www.swissre.com/dam/jcr:326182d5-d433-46b1-af36-06f2aedd9d9a/swiss-re-institute-sigma-natcat-2022-en.pdf
https://www.ipcc.ch/report/ar6/wg1/downloads/report/IPCC_AR6_WGI_SPM.pdf
https://www.preventionweb.net/publication/effects-climate-change-15deg-temperature-rise-relevant-pacific-islands
https://www.frontiersin.org/articles/10.3389/feart.2021.769005/full?utm_source=fweb&utm_medium=nblog&utm_campaign=ba-sci-feart-changing-impacts-tropical-cyclones-east-and-southeast-Asian-inland-regions-in-the-past-and-globally-warmed-future-climate
https://www.eco-business.com/news/in-pictures-typhoon-rais-deadly-path-through-the-philippines/
https://www.cbsnews.com/amp/news/india-heat-wave-pakistan-climate-change-snapshot/
https://agupubs.onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1029/2020GL091191
https://link.springer.com/article/10.1007/s10113-018-1433-4
https://iopscience.iop.org/article/10.1088/1748-9326/aab827/pdf
https://www.ipcc.ch/report/ar6/wg1/downloads/factsheets/IPCC_AR6_WGI_Regional_Fact_Sheet_Urban_areas.pdf
https://www.flickr.com/photos/eyespix/21494797589/sizes/l/
https://www.flickr.com/photos/eyespix/21494797589/sizes/l/

~ STRATEGIC May 25, 2022 E Headline
§ COMMUNICATION & P . Editorial
st |NITIATIVES r J Eco-Business Date [ ] column
s SERVICE 30f4 |:| Opinion
i —
Page D Feature Article

Forest fires are expected to worsen at 1.5°C, especially during El Nino periods. The climate
event is a natural phenomenon that warms the eastern part of the Pacific Ocean and influences
global weather patterns — such as creating longer droughts in the Asia Pacific region.

An especially bad episode of forest blazes occurred in 2015. Close to 30 people died in
Indonesia, where most of the fires occurred, while schools across the region closed due to the
thick haze. One study estimated that the probability of having tinderbox conditions worse than
2015 in a 1.5°C warmer world was over 80 per cent.

Food security
This may be one of the bright spots at 1.5°C, though benefits are uneven. Crop vield could
increase in parts of temperate Asia and Southern Australia, but drop in tropical Asia.

South Asia could also be particularly vulnerable to instances of extreme low yields due to heat
stress.

India’s wheat production this year is already expected to be pummelled by a series of heavy
rains followed by intense heat. It has restricted exports, adding to the looming food crisis from
Russia’s invasion of Ukraine, another major food basket in the West.

As temperatures rise and rainfall patterns change, fertile regions could shift into land used for
other purposes, creating more problems for governments and land owners.

Sea-level rise

The oceans won't rise overnight, but the creep up is already noticeable for many coastal
communities in Asia. If global warming is kept to 1.5°C, sea levels may be 0.55m higher at the
end of the century.

Further warming could lead to oceans rising by about a metre. Currently, 157 million people in
tropical Asia live on coastal land less than 2 metres above sea level, and are vulnerable to
inundation and storm surges. Many of them live in dense settlements in Bangladesh, Thailand
and Vietnam.

Governments in the region have started taking steps to keep the waters at bay, such as
by restricting development in coastal areas of Indonesia and raising beachside roads in
Singapore.

Nature isn’t spared either

It is all but certain that Australia’s coral reefs will be decimated even at 1.5°C of global warming.
The Great Barrier Reef has been bleached by warm ocean waters in four of the past six years,
a rate not seen in recent human history.

Oxygen levels in the Pacific Ocean could fall about 10 per cent at 1.5°C, a dip small enough to
recover from.

Highly deoxygenated areas, termed “dead zones” because they cannot support marine life, are
already found in the Bay of Bengal and the Arabian Sea. While they may have initially formed
due to agricultural runoff, climate change and ocean heating is expected to make things worse.

For tropical forests in Asia, further warming could bring about higher tree mortality from drought
and fires. Huge rains could also wash nutrients away from the soil, impeding plant growth.

“The overall pace of adaptation and climate resilient development is patchy; they are not
considered by some governments but are taken seriously by others,” said Associate
Professor Winston Chow, a climate scientist at the Singapore Management University who
worked on the latest IPCC report on climate adaptation.
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“l think the evidence is clear. Pre-emptive adaptation would considerably lower some climate
risks substantially, and commensurate costs of such adaptation are generally worth the benefits
as we've assessed in the IPCC,” said Chow.

Source; https://www.eco-business.com/news/explainer-apac-at-15c-of-global-warming/
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IMF warns of threats to global recovery

Agence France-Presse May 25, 2022 | 12:00am

DAVOS - IMF leaders warned Monday that growing pressures undermining global integration,
including an increase in trade barriers, threaten economic growth worldwide.

In a message to officials gathering in Davos, Switzerland, IMF chief Kristalina Georgieva and
her deputy, Gita Gopinath said, “the costs of further disintegration would be enormous across
countries. And people at every income level would be hurt.”

The global economy faces a “confluence of calamities” with the fallout from the COVID-19
pandemic compounded by the war in Ukraine, but they warned that the trend towards restricting
exports or breaking up global supply chains would undo years of progress.

Globalization tripled the size of the worldwide economy and lifted 1.3 billion people out of
extreme poverty, but since the Russian invasion of Ukraine in late February, 30 countries have
imposed restrictions on trade in food, energy and other key goods, the IMF officials said.

They called on global leaders to resist those pressures and focus on improving cooperation
and reducing trade barriers while also combating climate change and the growing debt burden
in developing nations.

And rather than dismantling supply chains, or “reshoring” in favor of domestic producers,
companies should diversify their imports, which can cut in half the economic losses due to
supply disruptions.

“As policymakers and business leaders head to Davos, the global economy faces perhaps its
biggest test since the Second World War,” they wrote.

“We have a choice: Surrender to the forces of geoeconomic fragmentation that will make our
world poorer and more dangerous. Or reshape how we cooperate.”

After a two-year hiatus due to the pandemic, the World Economic Forum annual meeting will
be held in person in the Swiss resort city this week.

Source: https://www.philstar.com/business/2022/05/25/2183421/imf-warns-threats-global-
recovery
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chmate'agreements sought

to disregard their commitment to
addresy and take responsibility for
climate/change,

In g prerecorded meeting with

y 23, Duterte said hemtzd

to remind these countries of their
cemmitment to reduce greenhouse

na ang pupunta doon.
i\[ tatay ng ko] Anﬁ ba talaga ang

kung ganoon kayo, tapos lip service
lang nga (If it were me, I'd just throw
all our waste into the sea. Iwouldn't
use a landfill Why? Because of you,
You are just paying lip service to the
whole thing). You do not really honor
commitments insofausdléchanging
of the climate [is concerned).”
When Borje told him there would

- be upcoming conventions in Sweden
Duterte expressed .

and Germany,
concern that the countries were too
close to Russia and Ukraine. “Malapit
man doon sa giyera baka hindina tayo
makabalik (It's too close to the war,
we mlght nat be able to come back), "
he said.

A MEDRAIAS o e o?(lmllbc!hpommsﬂ o 9 Xbe :

e BUCR SO T ki oy L A R e
resident Duterte has offered  want?)'” Duterte said. “Kasi ako, ita=  that do not comply with Sgrecments
topersonally attend climate-  ponko ‘yunglahat ngbasura sadagat.  w. 2 the climate change report and
related meetingsandconven-  Hindi na ako mag- landfill. Bakit? Eh ;

“That Climate Change
Commission is morihund
actuafly [as] 2 booy
unless there is a sanciion
or a commitment 10al's
an ironclad...”

‘Is there a

bang the table and say: '
chance for us to agree?”

Borje vowed to “raise not justa
clarion call,” but to give all stake-

holders and should-be partners a _ walang mangyari dito... Kaya
.'!neal!imon s can ' nating gumanti rin, &m@%
any further.” magawd (Nothing will happen If we

Lamenting that poor countrieslike  wanted revenge, there is nothing we
the Philippines were always themost  can do).”

vulnerable to the effects of climate |
change, despite being a minor con- *
tributor to greenhouse gas emissions,
Duterte said countries that do not
comply with climate-related agree-
‘ments must be sanctioned.

“That Climate Change Commis-
sion is maribund actually (as] a body,
unless there is a sanction or a com-
mitment that’s an ironclad — maybe
motivated by their desire to improve
the situation dito sa mundong ito
(in this world), then we can see all
— maybe improvement overall in
the — in terms of weather, in terms
of pollution, lahat na (everytlung) 3
he said. “Unless there is sanction,

The problem with these countries,
Duterte said, is that “ they see the
damage” of the worsening climate
change, but all they do is to give mea-
gercash assistance “as an atonement
maybe for their failure to help planet
Earth.”

“We don’t need that,” the Presi-
dent sald.

In April, Duterte said wealthy na-
tions should compensate developing.

‘countries like the Philippines for the

damage caused by climate change.
Climate change, according to him,
will remain a problem "fot the next
generations to come,” unllm it is
addressed. (With a raport from PNA}

N

.
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i PHL needs to push B

agricultural R&D

ICE-EATING nations like the Philippines are ex-

pected to increase their consumption of the staple

in light of the spike in wheat prices. In a recently

released report, thc United States ment
of Agriculture {USDA) projected that demand forricein
the Philippines would continue to rise amid the ongoing
conflict in Fastern Eumpc-. Because of this, the country is
expected to retain its status as the world’s second largest
importer of the staple, behind China, which is expected to
impart more than 6 million tons of rice (See "PHL to im-
port more rice as output to stay flat,” in thc BUSINESS-
MIRROR, May 16, 2022).

. Despite the expected increase in demand, local production would
sull'not be able to meet the rice requirements of Filipinos. Even be-
fore the invasion of Ukraine, the government pegged the rice self-

level of the Philippines at 89 percent, which means it
would have to buy from other countries more than 10 percent of its
requirements. The conflict in Eastern Europe is expected to further
exacerbate the supply situation in many parts of the world due to the
spike in fertilizer prices, which could dent the country’s rice output.

The spike in fertilizer prices was cited as one of the factors that
will pull down rice output next year. I'eruhzensakeyprodlmo
input that helps increase yields of crops, including rice: The price of
the input has made it inaccessible to6 a riimber of farmers, such that
it has caused them to rethink their plantmg intentions, as betting
on the grain could make them lose money.

~ In line with the campaign promise of presumptive president Fer-
dinand “Bongbong” Marcos Jr. to bring down the price of rice if he
wins, the incoming administration would do well to put in place the
necessary measures to raise the country’s rice self-sufficiency level.
While global stocks remain ample, according to the Foad and Agri-
culture Organization, the uncettainty caused by the war in Dastern
Europe could drive up prices and result in price shocks. Officials of
the incoming administration would do well to remember the lessons
of the 2008 food crisis. '

Increasing investments in researchand development (R&D) can-
not be emphasxzed cnough given the threat posed by erratic weather
patterns, The incoming administration can't err on making good
another campaign promise of investing more in R&D, especially
in agriculture, The Philippines has what it takes to take the lead in
developing technological innovations that could help ensure food
supply amid the adverse effects of the war in Ukraine and climaté
change. Investments in R&D would pave the way for the country to
realize its potential:

The Philippines is not starting from scratch asit has the Rice Com-
petitiveness Enhancement Fund, which consists of tariffs collected
from importers. However, the RCEF and other excess funds should
be augmented to increase spending on R&D. We need to develop bet-
ter rice varieties, and also improve mechanization, which is a crucial
input for agricultural crop production. Changes in climate, pests,
weeds, disease and increased carbon dioxide will reduce global food
production. Crop yields are seen declining because of global warm-
ing. The business as usual practice in agencies responsible for food
production is no longer acceptable amid the formidable challenge of -
feeding more than a hundred million Filipinos.
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https: //www bworldonlme com/mfographlcs/2022/05/25/450414/h0w -does-the-philippines
coT’upare -with-its-neighbors-in-mining-attractiveness/

How does the Philippines compare with its neighbors in

n'i ning attractiveness? UG SHILIBBIR
DAD Al n
\ y 25,2022 | 12:00 am LU \ IBUK
[ 7 0 NEDS
In the |atest edition of the annual i
survey of mining and exploration oV g7
compariies by Canadian policy think tank _ o ® B O

Fraser Institute, the Philippines ranked
57th in the Investment Attractiveness
Index o¢t of 84 jurisdictions (provinces,
states, and countries).

|

The survey assessed how mineral
endowments and public policy factors
such as taxation and regulatory
uncertainty affect exploration investment.

The Investment Attractiveness Index ; ey : tmont ARTERIRS
ldeptiﬁe jurisdictions that have the most i v
attractive policies for encouraging T ies — g
investment in mining exploration. o e S

00 5287 Sy
It was a combination of a
iuri%dicti n’s geclogic attractiveness (Best
Practices Mineral Potential index) and
policy climate (Policy Perception Index or

PPI)‘.

In terms|of mineral potential, the .
Philippines placed 29th. However, it was ‘
of the least attractive jurisdictions based Z “¥
on PPl rankings (83rd). | i

| The report said the uncertainty | '
concerning environmental regulations,
regulatory inconsistencies, legal system, {
taxation, disputed land claims, political '
instability, and security were all policy _
factors that deter investment in the L LoE
Philippines. : ‘

l

-
1 Wosten Australla (fazalla)  90.2) 84 limbabee 26.55
2 Sadalchewsn (Canaca) 3832 83  Spain 29.55
I Kerda(lS) 3764 82  Dem. Req.of the Congo 2967
4 Akl arie g1 Ml 1305
5 Ancona (LS) 26.35 B0  Nompa B4
6 Cuebec(lanada) ar12 79 Chw 3492
? Igaro (US) an ? Panama sn
8 Momeeo 82.56 77 Mendoza (Argeating) 3554
5 vudon(Cansds) 8143 6 Veneneh 3667
‘ i Ausirala 8170 75 South Alrica 3788
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to Marcopper survwors

By JoNatHAN L. MAYUGA |
¥ @ionimayuga

LOCAL courtin Marindugue
has ruled in favor of 30 indi-
viduals against the Marcop-
per M:mng Corporation for a mine
spill that wreaked havoc ona com-
munityon December 3,1393inwhat
is dubked to be the worst mining di-
sasters to hit the countr ¥ :
nadedision dated May 16, 2022,
Judge Emmanuel Recalde of the

- Marinduque Regional Trial Court

Branch 38 ordered Marcopper to
pay each of the plaintiffs P200,000
intemperate damagesand P100,000
in moral damages for the civil case
filed in 2021, The court alsoordered
the mining company to pay P1 mil-
lion as exemplary damages in favor
of the plaintiffs.

Thetemperate damageshadbeen
paid per a memorandum agreement
on July 18, 1994,

Eawiranmental groups support-
ing the survivors of the 1993 Mar-

. cnpperminlngdlsastenssuedastam

ment hailing what i considers as a
landmark court decision,

“This 15 a victory for the plain-
titfs who had waited two decades
for justice as much as it is for the
other plaintiffs who had unfortu-
nately died in the course of this case.
We celebrate this ruling and thank
Judge Emmanuel Recalde for taking
up [the] cudgels forthe survivorsand
the environment,” Elizabeth Mang-
gol of the Marinduque Council for
Environmental Concerns (MACEC)
said 1n news statenient.

In 1990, the Department of En-
vironment and Natural Resources
(DENR) ordesid Marcoppertobuilda
tailingsdambelow the Maguila guila
waste dump to prevent silt coming
ﬁ:om the dampsite to (low into the

g River. The company con-
stmrte the dam, which was known
as Maguila-guila Dam.

However, on Decenber 6, 1993,

beqmse of typhoon “ Manang.

Maguila guila Dam was destmyed
and the arcas in Mogpog, Boac, and
Sta, Cruz were inundated. Baran-
gaye Bocboc and Magapua in Mog-
pog tewn were submerged in highly
toxic floodwater causing extensive
damagesto propertyand agriculture,

“Large-scale mining projects pres-
eatinevitabledamage, The Marcopper
disaster is a warning we should heed
with the ongoing and planned large-
scale projects mthcoouncry The ex-
isting Mining Act is problematic, The

‘ ahumﬂvemmemlbmanagementbﬂl

is urgencly needed o safeguard the

. environment from mining and pre-

vent disasters like this" Lawyer F EM
Taqueban, executive director of the
Legal Rights and Natural Resources
Center (LRC} said for his part.

LRC, a nongovernment o
zztion that provides free legal ser-
vices to communities enrangled in
resource rights issues, served as the
lezal counsel of the plaintiffs,

“This emblematic case should
serve as a warning for communities
who wish to embrace mining, Liti-

_ganngmining-related caseslike this

celebrated caseisaslowmarchtojus-
tice. Communitics must think their

decisions through for the i impact of

theenvironmentcanbeirve versible.
Inthe case of Marindugque, the river

~affected by the spill is all but dead.
With this ruling, Judge Recalde has

shown that environmental cases do
haveaﬁghtmgchancn. »in ourjudicial
system,” Ryan Roset, director forle-
ga.services coordinator of LRC, said
for his part.

Meanwhile, the court has not
ruledonthe prayer for theissuanceof
anorderfor the complete rehabilita-
tion oftbeMogpogRlver pendingan-

other petition before a higher court.

Likewise, the court did not rule
on the total closure and removal
of the Marcopper dumps uader the
sane justification and considering
the fact that the government has
already ordered the cessation of all
the operat!onsof Marcopper. U,
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MARCOPPER.

COURT FINDS

FOR 1993 DISASTER

[

By Francas Mangosing
and Mayda Lagran
@Team_Inculrer ==
Envizvnmental groeps on Taes,
duy Lailed a landmark court
decisiun o award damazes to
camplainants ina mining disas-
ter n Marindugue acacly e
decades ago and aller 21 yoars
of a legal ba:ile widi Marcopper
Nizing Corp.

Judge Emmanue] Recalde ul

and llaac rivers. Azleaat 35 pec-
ple died from heavy meral cons
zaminadcn caucad by the mine
wastas The salll which alge lefe
e Beac River virmually dead, (2
consdere! e counny’s wasst
mduasteid pollorion disacer

n A decision dared May b,
the Marinduque court founc
Marcopper liable for darrages
rw resun of pedligence In zhe
spersiion and mainrenance aof
the Maguila guia Dam. s o

pranch 38 of dhe Macicdagos
Repional Trial Caurthas ordorsd
Marcopper to pay damages (o
st beast 30 plaintif¥s In 3 @se
Klad tn 2000, after the sllcaton
dam of Marcoppe: coliapsed o
Dec. 6, 3993. and leod ad the vil-
tages of Docbou end Magapisin
fogpag. Marinduque casing
cxsensive damags to puopecties
and agrizuliuze
The plainfls sccused Mar-
copper af negligent acts Huat

view of the ubsence of 4y doc-
unentary evleloc In support
of the ectaal s o damaps
sutered kv plaimtiTs, the Louwt
awardad only temgoerae Cam-
4988,

17 wag aiso esmahlisked tial
Marcoppar was negligent b ihe
pertcrmance of ks duty W con
sclendously operate and usin
taln the dam that led w e
nrareedireniztlon oI The tacils-
ty, fausiag it to treach, therety

resnited in the breach of the
Maguita-zalls Dam anc e
Neading of rhe Mogpag Rivex
witlt 57 warer at the height of
Typhovn *Morarg” lintems-
tional name: Lol

On Marcch 24, 19ub, of chree
vears after ‘e Maguil 1
Dam incideat, a phuy 1
ags tuonel sl AVarcop

per 2ir rated, releastng abuut
200 m notois of tadic nine
ralllng: inte e Masulapif

spdling Focdwater conalning
sl intz the Mogpog Rver o
the damage and pr
the plaind s, the decision t

It zad it only tock
than a year far ths £
be overwhetmed with %
sedlieini: “0J e pRiot Gt il
could rex perfoem imz suppased
tunction ®

*With Marcoppers Sapa-
by amd 20l e resources [l
% had, It could have eashy AG

»

z

JABLE
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burt  pads

Marcopper - -

Marinduque resid
Finally, justice -
after long wait

FROMAI

ed rhe Incicent had it ton
Uy inspected Lle Maglt
la-ghila Lam," it peinted out.
Maczoppe: was ardsred 1
pav P200,000 as temperate dam-
aged, Pwae,nno morsl damag-
es, anc P1 million as exemnplary
damzges o A least 30 plamntiffs.
‘}lw remperate derages lad
been pad &5 per a memorandam
agrepment in 1394, actordieg o
the [emal Rights and Nacural Re-
soumces Caneer (120 A nongav-
ervrhental  orgaapation which
parsued the case and sarved as
legal counsel of the complzinanes

Justice prevails

I'te court sald it would not
rulel o the prayer for the issu-
ancs of an ordzr far the com-
pletp rehahiirarion of the Mog-
pog| River 2% this is eonrained
in ahother perition pending be-
{ordd e ughier courl.

 added thet it would &se
nocirule on the total closuie
andiremeval of the Marcopper
dumps, undsd the same ustifi-
caridm and that the JaVernment

had already ordered a stop to all
aperaticns of Marconper

"This is & wvictory fur e
placatily whe Lad waited two
decades fur justice as much as i
15 for the other plaintiffe who had
unfortunztely died in the conrse
af this case”™ s2ikl Elizabeth
Mangael, exsmriva directar af
the Marinduque Council luz Ea-
vireruoental Concer s (Macec),

tanggoel saud tnoa chone ia
tepview on Tuesday thar they felr
a bit of relief butavere 3lsc antic.
inating the arher camn ro appesl
the dedsicn. Macec and lavwver:
of _itC providad their service in
locatimg and profiling victime
and giving them ‘egal, t2chrizzl
and even financial assistance for
the case against Marcopper.

Mznggel said one of their
leaders and a plaintif in the
case, Mila Muhi from Barangav
Backor, Mogpog, was averoyad
and in rears when she learned
of the caurr *uling

“They gid not leave us, even
cugly we coulda't pay them,”
Muld said noa separate inter-
view on Tuzsday of the lawvers

who s8sizted them I the fight

apzinst the micing compaty.
Mangarl szid  they wel-

Maveoprer disastes iz “a cau-
denary Lale va low the Mining
Act of 1995 and relaced pelicies
luave been lacking teetly aud bi-
asad toward big businesses and
rhair polirical sponsors.”

Reminder to miners

I & statemeat, the Cham-
ber of Mizes of the Fhilippine
[COMEF] szid ths Marindusue
court’s miling apainsr Mareap-
per serves as a reminder that
rhe satery o rhs peaple lving
in mining sites i of greatest
Lepuriance.

“The incident is a constay
reminder 1o miners 211 qver the
world that the sataty of all sa-e-
haldess in host mining communi=
Hes s paramaotnt. It unsersrores
rhar #YTrema SHMSAfIENCER T
p2ople and che envircnmens
Ot catasticphic Laiings facllicy
failures wee vpacceptable,” said
COLIF in a statement.

CONMP awmressed s grari-
mide for the enactment of new
laws afer the Marennper min-
ing dizaster ok puae, which il
said led to the establishnient of a

“mandarory covironental g -

adtes fund mechanism known
zoldectively as the Contingent 1

TAGE
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IRRCVERSIZLE The mined ML, Tapien end Marcooper cpen pil

leok refreshing inthis Dec. 22, 2010, phote, bat the camat

wreught by the zollapsa of tha firme’s siltaten dam on the cam-
munity o= Dec. 6, 1993 waa irreversizle. —INQUIRER FILE PHOTS

comed the decision of the court
bur feir sac thar the rehabilita-
tion of the Mcogpog River was
narinchided in ir.

Tze Mamcopoer disaster
shnnla gerve as 3 waming tar
communities who wish te em-
brage miing, said lawyer Byan
Rosel. cirect lzgal services co-
ordinator of LXC,

o "Livkzaring  minthgoreTired
cases like this celebrated case

mueities must think thelr de
cisions throngh for the impacs
of the envitonment ¢an be i-re-
verzihble. In rhe sase of Marin-
duque, the river zffected by the
spill iz 3| bur fead,” he ss'd

Alyansa Tigil Mina azid that
while the decsion wok de-
cades, 1t sends an entoureging
sigual to cormumunities badly af
facred by iring” ' "

For Kalikasuzt Pecple’s Net-
work for the Environmern®, e

ig a slow march o jusTice. Com-

abiily asd Kebaotiaion Faod,

Somc of the £laintifSs in the
case had dsveloped skin rasaes
that latsr Decame wounds or
unEnowm s3in disease an their
[eet, witich ey believed Lhey
got from regularly crossing the
POISUHCY ZIvVLT.

Residonts of Mogpog filed a
il case againsr Marcapper in
2001 and hearings st The ragion-
al mrial conrt of Marinduzue be-
Fan iz Septemnber 2002

“he Marindugue povern-
wend ad alsy [Led @ $zou-ml
liox class suit agamst Marcop-
per in co0s cnly o see the
sasé rh*awrn aur hy a éovrs in
the United States for reasons
ol techoicalily sHer almost 10
VE2rs af courm procescings.

in 2614, Harrick Genld Com,
e cowpasy that zbsorbed
Mercopper’s  operalur  Flacer
Coume, clered a $2o-million
settiement, but the Marinducus
pravineial hoass mme s ir down
after it felt that the amount was
not enough 1o compensare tor
the  coviconnental  danmage
wrought by the mining dsas-
ter 0l the island, —wima acrorTs
FROM JOADEENE & LAGARE AND |
QuIRER m@:" ma :
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a few weeks lefc  plastic (a) soft drink straw and  on a daily basis in saving the are still struggling with the
end of President (b) stirrer as nonenvironmen- world's  environment”™ and  volume of waste. Moreover,
tally acceptable products and  stated that the administration  the bill alsa falls 10 emphasize
packaging (NEAPP). House Is "pushing for a law banning waste reduction and minimi-

Bill No. gig7 or Single-Use single-use plastics.” zaﬂon at source as required
Plastic Products Regulation In September 2oz, the by the Ecological Solid Waste
Act was passed by the House. guidelines on the phasing out Management Act.

Three hills on EPR were filed of NEAPP were included in the To date, there is no con-
in the House. Separate bills agenda of the NSWMC's en crete plan or palicy an a just
on EPR and single-use plastic. banc meeting. To date, how- transition to minimize and
were filed in the Senate. HB ever, the NSWMC still hasn't phase out single-use plastic.
10696, which institutionalizes released guidelines on phasing  Clearly, addressing smgle-use
the practice of EPR on plastic  out these marerials. Notably, plastic has not been a priority
products and amends Repub- RA qgoo3 prohibits the mian-  of the administration, Plastic
lic Act No. goog or the Ecolog-  ufacture, distribution or use, fuels the climare crisis and
ical Solid Waste Management and importation of NEAPP. this lack of urgency just adds

Act of 2000, was passed on The 18th Congress is set to  to the worsening condition of
third reading. discuss the EPR bills. We note,  our environment.
ton o.xagg(s.zoao). aresolu- The Senate consolidat- however, that the current ver- The EcoWaste Coalition

ed bills' on single-use plastic  sions of the bill are problemat-  calls on Mr. Duterte o imme-
‘and EPR through Senate Bill ic. l'hebﬂlsdononmlyaddm diately act to regulate and)
No. 2425, which was passed the plastic and climate crisis.  or ban single-use plastics, As
on third reading. During the Environmental groups submit-  his term ends, we call on the
high-level segment of the teda position papertothe18th  President to be mindful of the
United Nations Conference Congress, emphasizing that legacy he will leave on serious
of the Parties, Finance Sec- without concrete plans and environmental (ssues.

retary and Clmate Change policies on banning single-use

Commmission «chair Carlos G. plastic, EPRwillnotlessen plas-  COLEEN SALAMAT,
"Dommguezm “urged the Fil-  tic waste. Even countries with  plastic solutions campaigner,
ipirto people to do their pat mstituﬁoua]jzed EPR schemes EcoWaste Coalition -

tion|directing the Department
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"Fane yisits Dumaguete City, uuemhkeiywnmcampmgx-nyle '
banners posted hereand lefioy

electigus bearing the terse message, *)

vidence pf 2 most remarkable public campaign, 1“&0@]&2‘1
ilarapd evidently successful resistance o a proposed reclamation |
pre ;eu _wuldbutylnhmesommmgme’swawﬁummda :

mzybe dlspla(’ed from their
-adw from Lhe outset, lfanjofﬁmsequm:om Nas'a negative
anaw&, then reclamation should be prohibited.
lnthzczeofDmmgum- iofmple,lthqpposcd pm;mwmld
hmmddimoamahne ected

d \ : bt the balanct of! -wub%
mmdudy&mnﬂwmmdml&mwd These examples
‘both for and against reclamation should serve as gidance 1o planners
and pnh(ymalm when new projecs are presented for consic eration.
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NAGSIMULA NA ANG
PANAHON NG TRG-ULAN

OPISYAL nang Idinekiara

ric, al and Astro-
nomical Services Admin-
Istration (PAGASA) na nag-
simula na ang “Panahon
ng Tag-ulan” sa bansa kaya
naman tuwing hapon si-
mula nang matapos ang
Eleksyon 2022 ay panay-
panay na ang pag-ulan.
Farang naging mabllis
ang pagdaan ng sumer, na-
ging abala kasi layo sa mga
kagaragan sa katatapos na
naticeal and local slechions.
At isa e nng dahilan ay
hind: naven tayo kinapes sa
supiay ng tublg. Kaya ma-
raming salamat ea Natonsl

ng Philippine Atmospha-
Geophysical

Water Resources Bosrd sa
Metropalitan Weter Works
and Szwerage System af sa
waler cenoagsionaires na V-
nitz Walsr al Maynilad Water.

Ayee kay Dr. Sevillo Qe-
vid, Jr. Executive Director ng
NWRE, ang lete! ng tubig 53
Angat Cem gy mahigl & mi-
nimum operating level na 180
meters, nqunit, madaba pa
xung fkukumpara sa normel
hioh-water level (NHWL) na
210 meters, malayo sa end
of the year targst na 212
maters.

Baza sa ulai ng Metrapol-
tan Waterworks and Sewe-

rage System [MWSS) noog
May 23, 2022 ang dam es-

REMATE

;INYONG

LINGKOD

vafion, bumaba arg ietel ng
tubig ng Angal dam =3 190.83
meters, tumaas sa Ipo Dam
56 100,17 af 79.04 mefers sa
La Mesa Cam. Alam n'yo ba
naang lubig uian ay thamua
sa mga polutants &t magng
sa sall, minerals at iba pang
natural o man-mads conlarmi-
nants. Puwetieng inumin ang
tubig 2 ifo basta lamerg pa-
pakuluan parz makasiguraco.

May payo 5 Or. Dawd, s8
maa tahanan st ndustriya,
dapat samantaian ang ma-

lalakss re pag-ulen s pa-
rramagilan ng pag-impok niio
sa prosest ng “Rain Haves-
ting” kung saan ang twbig ulan
ay lanukolekia ai puwedeng
garritin sa ingasyon, sa mga

LA
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EcoWaste alerts Laguna gov on
Isale of mercury- laced cosi nctncs

Biflan, Cabuyao, C alamba San]’ablo San Pedro and

Sh“!mtst y20 and 21, the

obtained ch.emh (-G(ﬁt,llao Mifton and &
m PM“\ ﬁnm (J\lr. ana
mmmmmmmamn

up u seo%;fornmmmm
i &

: : R T L
Laguna ’ ' ug Administrabion for gmmlumw
mxmmdmm and/or for containing “above the meximum
nmg mhib‘%in cosmetic.  limit of 1 ppmeas per the ASEAN Cosmetic Directive
s ol R T T W —
= a' ’\ ) L ), Y - \’
is @ bnmviulaum ol: Wy—hsmd Flugrescence aﬂ the group detected mcr
plase—outhyﬂ‘z@bﬁmmasm . ,wﬂw tppmlmgilg‘l The
products wi ury content above one ound m”‘
mlllknmdcrﬂ:u«uy Minamata ¢ ety ex!.meé t %hﬁvels%ﬂmmm 263401629370

ppm.

According to the World Health n, mer
cury use, mmsmeﬁr.pg mm&g:nmahndmm
including skin rashes, diseeloration and
can reduce skin's resistance to bacterial and mycotic
disorders,
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Power Plant na oratayo ng
niyang ama.

~ Sa EO 164 na nilagdaan

FEEROND 8 AR N

TN Ny pambansang poss-
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UKAL'®

* Digong saMarcos admin:
 Nuclear enemnmlkﬂll

~ T maasa si Pangu- smsa nuc Ni MALOU
| iote Roduigo & '%

, it % S Gt
. ..,,m:, nﬁdaﬂt o mua Jlllllmiumphya 2
i oo den.t Fnrdwnnd Marc o ad msyou fng pag-. isipan nng paggmmt ng
: : nuclear
lear © Ayon ltay [!mene 8 o oi Dutecte na Binanggii ni :

:rm) thng muvc Marcos naman ang nag- miuuboa ang langis sa “fnmver"

e o

cocrgy ba at dajika- ‘yung fossil fuel e y
do-um napgyan lgiﬂftu&;mm )
<a Chemobyl ng Ukrwine.  forever. Kaye lang medyo  terie nu patuloy mi m;
"hwnuldbegoodrm ma — delikado w You mahal ng presyo ngan
it Lo i knuw a dﬂﬂmluho
at kuilapgan pang mag-
theu-dlimcadmﬁ'om nglelkandsnlhuewu \mport sa 1bang bansa.
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So th| Asia heat wave a‘sign of thmgs to come

b

ﬂm dﬂmmnngheatwave
that has b India and Pakistan
m mem onths was made more

ltngandnﬁus
Ihe on's future, in

tzmalionnl said in astudy.
mlcastdo Mo:

The Wq cther Altribution
group a Lotical weather

ical are3 are rare, ongce-
ents But the current

geograp
a-century

level of gl ming, caused by
human-ca dx ate change, has
made those heat waves 30 times

Mondal a|climate scientist at the
Indian Institute of Lechnology in
Mmubai.ﬁho panoﬁhemdy.
“This isa sign of things ta come,”
Mondal added.

The results dre conservative: an .

analysis published last week by the
United Kingdom's Meteorologi-
cal Office baid the heat wave was
probably made 100 times more
likely by cl{mate ghange, with such
scorching tures likely to
reoccur every three years,

The Woild Weather Attribution
analysis is different, as it istryingto
calculate how spedific aspects of the
heat wave, such as the length and the
region impacted, made mm-c

likely by global war
“The real resylt is probably
somewhery between ours and the

(UK) Mez| Offica result for how
muich Llu]ute change increased

this event,” said Friederike Oto,
a climate scientist at the Imperial
College of London, who was also
a part of the study.

What is certain, though, is the
devastation the heat wave lras

- wreaked. India sweltered through
‘the hottest March in the country

since records began in 1901 and
April was the warmest an record in
Pakistan and parts of India.

1he effects have been cascading
and widespread: a glacier burst in
Pakistan, sending lloods down-
stream; the early heat scorched
whear crops in Iudia. forcing it 1o
ban exports to nations reeling from

HOT AND HOMELESS rhis May 20, 2022 photo shows homeless peaple sicepng in the shade
-of an overbridge to beat the heat wave In New Delhi. AP FHOTO

food shortages due o Russia’s war
in Ukraine. It also resulted in an
early spike in electricity demand
in India that depleted coal reserves,
resulting in acute power shortages
affecting millions.

Then there is the impact on

human health. At least 90 people

have died in the twe nations, bul
the region’s insufficient death reg-
wstration means that this is likely
an undercount,

South Asia is the mos affected by
heat stress, according 1o an Associ-
ated Press (AP) analysis of a dataset
published by Columbia University's
dimate school. India alone is home

to mure than a third of the world's
population that lives in areas where
extreme heat i rising,

Expernts agree the heat wave un-
derscores the neesd or the world to
not only combat climate change
by cutting down greenhouse gas
emissions, but also adapt to its
harmful impacts as quickly as
possible. Children and the elderly
are most at risk from heat stress,
but its impact is also inordinately
bigger for the poor who may nol
have access to coaling orwater and
often live in crowded slums that
are hotter than lcafier, wealthier
neighborhoods ‘AI
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NATIO“A WATER RESOURCES BOARD
»ﬁ mautmntm Qunzra Lty Fulggines, 1100

CONDOMINIUM CORPORATION, )
Applicant. Casa No. 223318
e %
NOTICE OF HEARING

mnmwhcmmmmwaumhww
maintain a walerworks system within Avida Towars Varte 3GC

8GC Condommium,
BmayFonmn Taguig City. Mefre Manila. with the foliowing propased

PROPOSED TARIFF
Residential and Institutional -

Ppedze | 05m3 | EN0m3 | 12008 | 2130m3 | 3140m3 | Overdted
rer) '

12 PES00 | 230 1700 1A 2N 341 .50

This appication will be intially heard by the Beard on 13 Juna 2022, The
mm::um:&mwmmanmmlmummwunmee
Reom Floor, Building, EDSA, Quezon City, at which ime applicant shait
present its evidenca.

At fifteen mw _applcant
pnm -m&?oﬂ?mw“maommhm

opposition by
scheculed date of hearing, furishing a copy of the same tn the applicant.

Failure on the part of any person affected 1o file is opposition an fime and
mmnmmmwmuamwmmhnm
mmmmmnmwmmmn-umum

Ukewise, fadure by the spplicant 43 appear at MMM
wmummb’mmwu WQ‘:M be diemissad

mummm«mwmm
Board this 26th day of Aprit 2022.

By Authority of the Board.
{Sgd.) DR. SEVILLO D. DAVID, JR., CESO I}
Execuive Director

Allected Parts:

The Secretary

Taguyg City, Metro Manila

pemr Sonifacio
ot ;

Tagulg City, Metro Manila




|

) SrRAIEGIC PHILIPPINE DA'LY |
%cv»»«w-wm - WRTANERE MEWS R AR Less yreh g || -
AND Jcey sony
- Bl NGk ER ,
— SERVICE 05 25 2
l+l.£: PAGE DAIE
1 v
‘ 0
I
Case No. 22-3319
lence to oparate
Metro Manila, with the
Maf
3330
by the Board on 13 June 2022, The
’ at which time applicant shall
1 10 the schesuled hearing, appicant
194 (15) days prior _ , s
nal ey A copy of B (1)
() g ther urittan
- opp ‘ vent the abowe
‘:mmdmm;manmnmw‘
10 aspear &t aa-v'mubm
mu-w  hear anc daciie the n-qd
: wse, failure by the applicant to appear at the “m
1o 50k of inerest on 3 part ang the instant apptcation : be diemssad
¥ t ‘ iy
sl Exacunive Director ot e National Watar Resources
"Boord s 264 &y of ApA 2022 i.
. {Sgd) DR SEVILLO D. DAVID, JR., CESO il
‘ A Executive Director 13 )
g !
' .
i
Y
b i
s
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Metro Manila’s COVID-19 reproduction
number up

Michael Punongbayan - The Philippine Star May 25, 2022 | 12:00am

—
- /e

.....

Commuters queue to board a bus at the EDSA Bus Carousel at Ortigas EDSA Station as MRT-3.

MANILA, Philippines — Metro Manila’s COVID-19 reproduction number slightly increased from
one to 1.05, the OCTA Research Group reported yesterday.

However, the independent research group that has been monitoring the pandemic in the
country said there is no reason to be alarmed.

OCTA fellow Guido David said Metro Manila, despite the increase, remains under the low risk
category as of May 20.

“Based on current data, the worst-case scenario we see over the next few weeks is a weak
surge in COVID-19 cases,” he said, sharing a graph showing the trend.

OCTA Research said that a reproduction number above one does not necessarily mean cases
will surge.

The last two times the reproduction number increased to more than one were on Dec. 24, 2021
and July 15, 2021, during the start of the Omicron and Delta surges, respectively.

Currently, Metro Manila’s average daily attack rate or ADAR remains very low at 0.52 as of
May 23 while the daily positivity rate was at 1.2 percent over an average of 11,319 tests per
day.

OCTA Research said hospital care utilization for COVID-19 is at 21 percent, which means that
overall, the National Capital Region remained at low risk.

Active cases up anew in Malabon

Almost a week after recording only one active case, the Malabon City government reported
three active cases as of Monday.

Two of the patients were vaccinated while one is unvaccinated.
Malabon has recorded 25,456 confirmed COVID cases with 728 deaths and 24,725 recoveries.

The city government also reported that 100.9 percent — or 323,506 out of the target 320,610
residents — were given the first dose of COVID vaccines while 305,402 residents or 95.3
percent completed their required doses.


https://www.philstar.com/authors/1804754/michael-punongbayan
https://www.philstar.com/headlines/2022/05/24/2183359/octa-worst-case-covid-19-scenario-weak-surge-metro-manila/amp/
https://www.philstar.com/headlines/2022/05/24/2183359/octa-worst-case-covid-19-scenario-weak-surge-metro-manila/amp/
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Also, 75,594 residents received the first booster shots while 1,117 others received their second
booster doses.

In Manila, the city government reported that as of Monday, 9,051 residents received the second
booster dose.

The city government also said more than 1.7 million people or over 100 percent of Manila’s
population completed the vaccine doses.

As of Monday, Manila recorded 21 active COVID cases from Ermita, Pandacan, Port Area,
Sampaloc, San Andres, Sta. Ana, Sta. Mesa and Tondo 1 and 2. — Ghio Ong

Source: https://www.philstar.com/nation/2022/05/25/2183440/metro-manilas-covid-19-
reproduction-number-up
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OCTA: Worst-case COVID-19 scenario is 'weak
surge' in Metro Manila

(Philstar.com) - May 24, 2022 - 11:22am

——

for maintenance on Wednesday, April 13, 2022,

MANILA, Philippines — Metro Manila's COVID-19 reproduction number — a term that refers to
the number of persons a COVID-19 positive individual can infect — now stands at 1.05,
indicating that Metro Manila's low-risk status may only lead to a "weak surge" in COVID-19
cases at worst, the OCTA Research Group said Tuesday.

In an advisory issued Tuesday morning, OCTA Research fellow Guido David said that a
reproduction number above 1 does not necessarily mean that COVID-19 cases will surge.

"Overall, NCR remained at low-risk. Over the next few weeks, the best-case scenario is status
guo, while the worst-case scenario, based on current data, is a weak surge in COVID-19
cases," David said.

Other figures are also encouraging. According to David, the average daily attack rate, which
tallies the number of infections per 100 people, remained very law at 0.52 as of May 23. The
daily positivity rate was at 1.2% over an average of 11,319 tests per day, while hospital care
utilization for COVID-19 was at 21%.

David was also careful to point out that the last two times the reproduction number increased
to more than 1 were during the start of the Omicron and Delta surges in December 24 and July
15, 2021.

This comes after the Department of Health confirmed the local transmission of the BA.2.12.1
Omicron sub-variant in the country, triggering anxieties of yet another uptick in coronavirus
cases.

Though the country is still shielded by a surge of magnitude by its vaccinated population, the
government's Vaccine Expert Panel took the position that the uptick could translate to up to as
high as over 500 cases per day in the worst case scenario.

The DOH has recorded more than 3.68 million COVID-19 cases since the pandemic started in
2020. — Franco Luna

Source: https://www.philstar.com/headlines/2022/05/24/2183359/octa-worst-case-covid-19-
scenario-weak-surge-metro-manila/amp/
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Tatlong close contact sa unang BA.4 case sa
bansa, natukoy na

By Angellic JordanMay 24, 2022 - 04:44 PM

Omicron subvariant BA.4 has
detected in the country

¢ The first BA.4 case is an ROF who has been to Qatar and South
Africa

o The palienl was unvaccinaled anid was asymptomatic ipz0n onsel 2ITAR

¢ The RCF completed the mandatery qua-antine (May 4-8) and is
therefore asymptomatic and recevered.

e TH througn the Regicnal and Local £z demiclogy and Surveillence
Unts ldemtied 3 contacts n the patient’s Fousehold gfizr his release
from isolatizn - &l were asymptometic and fully-vaccinated. Their

-~

sl ng slalus are being verified =

. ; o ) TRUIH AFFICA
o Dztection of thesz emerging variants is & product of the country’s i o N

intensified PDITR response. Our strengthened survelllance, detection, =5 g
&1z seguencing eforts coinue 12 quide our response, making sur o
rezith sysiems ready, equpped, £nd prepared.

Natukoy na ng Department of Health (DOH) ang tatlong close contacts sa unang naitalang
kaso ng Omicron subvariant BA.4 sa Pilipinas.

Isang returning overseas Filipino (ROF), na nagmula sa Qatar at South Africa, ang unang kaso
ng BA.4 sa bansa.

Sa press briefing, sinabi ni Health Epidemiology Bureau Director Dr. Alethea de Guzman na
nakumpleto na ng ROF ang 14 araw na isolation bago nakasalamuha ang tatlong close
contacts.

Lahat aniya ng household contacts ay asymptomatic at fully vaccinated laban sa nakahaharang
sakit.

Sa ngayon, sinabi ni de Guzman na bineberipika pa ang testing status ng tatlong close
contacts.

Ani de Guzman, ikinokonsidera ang BA.4 subvariant bilang ‘variant of concern’ ng European
Center for Disease Prevention and Control dahil sa mas mataas na transmissibility at posibleng
pag-iwas sa immune protection.

“Gayunpaman, wala pang patunay na ang variant na ito ay nakapagdudulot ng mas malalang
sintomas,” paliwanag nito.

Source; https://radyo.inquirer.net/314987/tatlong-close-contact-sa-unang-ba-4-case-sa-bansa-
natukoy-na



https://radyo.inquirer.net/314987/tatlong-close-contact-sa-unang-ba-4-case-sa-bansa-natukoy-na
https://radyo.inquirer.net/314987/tatlong-close-contact-sa-unang-ba-4-case-sa-bansa-natukoy-na
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Parang Malaking Milagro... -~

NOON|BURAKIBEACHS

NGAYON DOLOMITE BEA%

Please click this link:
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=a2rwQPP6fe8

#DolomiteDaach #0uterieLegacy #0attlel orldani aDay

PARANG MILAGRO! NOON BURAK BEACH, NGAYON DOLOMITE BEACH!

8,112 views = May 24, 2022 05 547 O] DISLIKE 4 SHARE  (3) THANKS 3£ CLIP =+ SAVE ...

engr. berlo _ JAIN SUBSCRIBE
fomP 1Yt suoscrbas

#clomitedeach fUULarteLegacy
4RattleFordanilaRay

SHOW MCRE


https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=a2rwQPP6fe8

May 25, 2022 D Headline

-~ STRATEGIC
§ COMMUNICATION & |:| Editorial
Date
—— |N|TIATIVES " ou u e [ ] cotumn
——
s SERVICE 1of1 [] opinion

i

Page D Feature Article

Please click this link:
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v= y9iINOSEQOs

Fhoomits3esch #Date1elegacy F3zitleFortanlasay

NAKAKATAKOT AMG HITSURA PERC MAY MASARAP NA NILALABAS!

5,235 views - May 24, 2057 15 226 [J pisLKE 4> sHARE  (§) THANKS 3 cLIP =+ SAVE

m Engr. I:lerlu_ SUBSCRIBE
() 198K subscribers

#IolomileBeach £Dulerleleyacy
#JlattleMorManilaDay

SHOW MORE
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BN OJROIHINDI NAKALIG1}AS ANG

PH 2 SA: M'ALA MONSTER‘37.€\"‘IK1206

Please click this link:
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=b--j]IAN4qg7Y

T MANILA BAYWA_K DCLOMITE BEACH
VIANILA BAY,NAKO PC HINDI NAKALIGTAS ANG PHASEZ2 SA MALA MONSTER NA ITD! Miz July
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