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PH’s protected areas seen as ecotourism 
assets: DENR 
By Stephanie Sevillano May 23, 2022, 7:25 pm 

 
PROTECTED AREAS. Acting Environmental Secretary Jim Sampulna (left) leads a joint declaration with 

Tourism Secretary Bernadette-Romulo Puyat (center) and Department of Interior and Local Government 

Secretary Eduardo Año to ensure the conservation of "protected areas" in the country on Monday (May 

23, 2022). They made the declaration in celebration of the year for protected areas. (Screengrab) 

MANILA – The Department of Environment and Natural Resources (DENR) underscored on 
Monday the urgency to conserve and promote the country’s protected areas, as these are 
considered ecotourism assets. 

Protected area refers to “identified portions of land and water set aside by reason of their unique 
physical and biological significance” which should be conserved from “human exploitation”, 
according to the DENR. 

In this year’s International Day for Biological Diversity Facebook livestream, the department 
made a joint declaration with the Department of Tourism (DOT) and the Department of the 
Interior and Local Government (DILG) to ensure an intensified protection of the said areas. 

DENR acting Secretary Jim Sampulna noted that the economic value of ecosystem services in 
the Philippines is at US$46 million or around PHP2.3 billion, to which the protected areas have 
a significant contribution. 

Sampulna added that these areas are sources of clean water, food, livelihood for indigenous 
groups, and an actual home for critically endangered animals, among others. 

“We are happy to report that we have now 246 legislated protected areas that are receiving 
regular government budgets to sustain their conservation program and operations,” he said. 

Tourism Secretary Bernadette-Romulo Puyat, meanwhile, mentioned six out of more than a 
hundred protected areas they will be highlighting for the campaign. 

“In support of the year of protected areas initiative being launched today, the DOT’s SOS 
campaign highlights protected areas in the country, through the production of various 
multimedia content focusing on six locations, namely, Bongsanglay natural park, Balinsasayao 
Twin lakes natural park in Negros Oriental, Apo reef natural park, and Mt. Hamiguitan, which 
are both in Davao, Summer island natural park in Eastern Samar, and Mt. Timpoong Hibok-
hibok natural monument in Camiguin,” she said. 

Although some areas may seem yet unfamiliar to other tourists, the DOT said responsible and 
sustainable tourism should be highly encouraged to assure these great destinations will still be 
enjoyed by generations to come. 
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Although some areas may seem yet unfamiliar to other tourists, the DOT said responsible and 
sustainable tourism should be highly encouraged to assure these great destinations will still be 
enjoyed by generations to come. 

DILG Secretary Eduardo Año also expressed his optimism that visitors and tourists will now be 
able to appreciate the value of this natural wealth. 

“By calling visitors and tourists from all corners of the archipelago and the world to view and 
experience our protected areas, we anticipate that many will finally learn to love and value our 
national parks and natural wealth as important sources of livelihood and ecosystem services 
such as water, erosion control, and natural task management,” he said. 

Año said each local government unit (LGU) has an important role to prevent unlawful actions 
in these protected areas in their jurisdictions. 

“Our LGUs (Local government units) are doubly crucial both in reviving the health of national 
parks and preventing illegal loggers, poachers, and developers from encroaching these 
ecological havens,” he said. (PNA) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Source: https://www.pna.gov.ph/articles/1175108  
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Deklarasyon ng 5 bagong protected areas pinuri ng 

DENR 

 
May 23, 2022 @ 5:32 PM  14 hours ago 
MANILA, Philippines – Masayang tinanggap ng Department of Environment and Natural 

Resources (DENR) ang batas na nagdaragdag bng limang protected areas sa ilalim ng 

National Integrated Protected Areas System (NIPAS) para sa kabuuang 112. 

Kaugnay nito kamakailan ay nilagdaan ni Pangulong Rodrigo Roa Duterte ang Republic Act 

(RA) 11684 o ang Mt. Arayat Protected Landscape Act; RA 11685 o ang Mt. Pulag Protected 

Landscape Act; RA 11686 o ang Naga-Kabasalan Protected Landscape Act; RA 11687 o ang 

Tirad Pass Protected Landscape Act; at ang RA 11688 o ang Banao Protected Landscape Act. 

Dahil sa pagsasabatas ng bagong protected areas, naniniwala si DENR Acting Secretary Jim 

O. Sampulna na “more people are realizing the importance of placing biologically important 

areas under the intensified protection of the Expanded NIPAS Act of 2018.” 

“We welcome these recent developments in additional protected areas from our legislators. 

May this be the impetus of further environmental protection in more biologically important and 

related conservation areas,” saad ni Sampulna. 

Magugunitang noong 2018, ang RA 7586 o ang NIPAS Act of 1992 ay inamiyendahan ng RA 

11038 o ang E-NIPAS Act dahilan upang maitatag ang 94 protected areas sa ilalim ng System. 

Samantala, pinaalalahanan naman ni DENR-Biodiversity Management Bureau (BMB) Director 

Natividad Bernardino ang komunidad at ang local government units na malapit sa “concerned 

sites” na makipagtulungan sa DENR para mapanatili ang pamamahala at epektibong 

administrasyon ng mga bagong protected areas. 

Ayon sa DENR ang may potensiyal na akbitong ‘stratovolcano’ na Mt. Arayat Protected 

Landscape ay matatagpuan sa Pampanga habang ang Mt. Pulag Protected Landscape na 

isang ‘dormant’ volcano ay matatagpuan sa pagitan ng mga probinsiya ng Benguet at Ifugao. 

Matatagpuan naman sa Mindanao, ang Naga-Kabasalan Protected Landscape, na isang 

‘parcel of land’ na may malawak na taniman ng mangroves ay nasa pagitan ng mga bayan ng 

Naga at Kabasalan sa Zamboanga Sibugay. 

Ang Tirad Pass Protected Landscape ay isang historically important landmark sa Ilocos Sur 

kung saan dito nakilala ang kabayanin ni Gen. Gregorio del Pilar noong 1899 Philippine-

American War. 

Samantala, ang Banao Protected Landscape sa Kalinga ay nabuo sa pagsasanib ng 

Balbalasang-Balbalan National Park at Banao watershed area at ang lugar kung saan 

namamahay ang Banao tribe. Santi Celario 

Source: https://www.remate.ph/deklarasyon-ng-5-bagong-protected-areas-pinuri-ng-denr/  
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DENR launches real-time, online envi monitoring 
system 
By Stephanie Sevillano May 23, 2022, 4:11 pm 

 
REAL-TIME MONITORING. The Department of Environment and Natural Resources (DENR) launches an 

innovative environmental data center on Wednesday (May 18, 2022). The center intends to present real-

time monitoring updates on air, water, and solid waste status in the country. (Screengrab) 

MANILA – The Department of Environment and Natural Resources (DENR) has launched an 
environmental data center equipped with real-time updates to sustain proper air, water, and 
solid waste management across the country. 

The DENR’s Environmental Management Bureau (EMB) has not only secured an efficient 
monitoring strategy through online maps but also enhanced a seamless system and 
transparent service both for stakeholders and the general public. 

In an almost 15-minute Youtube video posted by the DENR on Thursday last week, Hiro 
Masuda, Assistant Secretary for Human Resources, Strategic Communication, and Sectoral 
Initiatives said the department is now actually on the “path of digital transformation.” 

“This will house the Environmental Management Bureau’s statistics which will be presented 
visually for better appreciation and understanding of everyone, especially our clients and 
stakeholders,” he said. 

Masuda noted that with the learning brought by the pandemic, the DENR has been ramping up 
efforts to strengthen online systems, with a comprehensive database and monitoring 
compliance included on the top advancement measures. 

Real-time monitoring 

Unlike the usual setup where experts take samples now and then, followed by laboratory 
assessments, status and pollutants tracking may now be easily identified through innovative 
data gathering. 

“This is real-time, every five minutes, it can get the data of the emissions from stock. So in this 
system, exceedance or the overboard against the standards of the Clean Air Act can be 
determined,” Air Quality Management section chief Jundy del Socorro said in Filipino, in the 
same video. 

This means compliance of industries nationwide may be efficiently monitored by the 
government and may be tracked even by private citizens. 

“Once the air quality is collected, all of these are being collected in the repository data, and we 
have the Microsoft power BI. This refers to the spatial, historical, and temporal storage of our 
data in the 16 regions in the country,” del Socorro said. 
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 “Once the air quality is collected, all of these are being collected in the repository data, and we 
have the Microsoft power BI. This refers to the spatial, historical, and temporal storage of our 
data in the 16 regions in the country,” del Socorro said. 

This advancement is also helpful in times of emergencies even in bodies of water, helping 
frontliners to respond on time. 

“It no longer needs laboratory assessments to identify the quality of water. Meaning in case of 
an emergency, for example, an oil spill, we can immediately get the data, identify its source, 
and respond swiftly,” EMB engineer Michiko Sibunga said. 

The monitoring of sanitary landfills in the country will also be accessible to all Filipinos online. 

“Our citizens will see it, with just a click, they can access it, if their locality has proper waste 
disposal, they have access to their sanitary landfills,” Solid Waste Management Division 
Officer-in-charge Chief Juvinia Serafin said. 

Besides the transparent data presentation, a significant number of procedures are to be done 
paperless, making it easier for applicants to seek permits. 

Their applications will be reflected online via their website, whether permits have been granted 
or declined. 

“All in our permitting system will be online, paperless, you can apply for a permit at the comfort 
of your home, and you can pay online through banks,” Socorro said in mixed Filipino and 
English. 

But as this data center promises transparency, setting accountability is also expected to go 
along. 

“If we learn that there are sources of pollution, we will investigate, and the EMB will investigate 
to impose penalties to the identified source of water pollution,” Sibunga said. (PNA) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Source: https://www.pna.gov.ph/articles/1175080  
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New JICA PH Chief Rep Visits DENR 
 Monday, May 23, 2022 Journal Online 

 

The new Chief Representative of the Japan International Cooperation Agency (JICA) 

Philippines Office Sakamoto Takema (left) pays a courtesy call to Department of Environment 

and Natural Resources (DENR) Acting Secretary Jim O. Sampulna on May 16, 2022 at the 

DENR Central Office. Sakamoto, who took on his new post in May 2022, laid out the two 

projects of JICA with the DENR on forest land management and solid waste management, and 

affirmed to strengthen the partnership between the two agencies. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Source: https://journal.com.ph/new-jica-ph-chief-rep-visits-denr/  

 

https://journal.com.ph/new-jica-ph-chief-rep-visits-denr/
https://journal.com.ph/source/j-online/
https://journal.com.ph/dpwh-jica-ink-agreement-on-road-disaster-prevention-and-other-countermeasures-on-mountainous-roads-in-ph/
https://www.denr.gov.ph/
https://journal.com.ph/new-jica-ph-chief-rep-visits-denr/
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DAR, DENR to distribute lands to farmers in Siargao 
Published May 23, 2022, 10:52 AM 
by Aaron Recuenco  

The national government has converted a portion of the Siargao Island Protected Landscape 

and Seascape (SIPLAS) in Surigao del Norte under the Comprehensive Agrarian Reform 

Program (CARP) which would pave the way for land distribution among landless farmers in the 

area. 

The decision was formalized by the signing of agreement between top officials of the 

Department of Agrarian Reform (DAR) and the Department of Environment and Natural 

Resources (DENR) using the Executive Order No. 75, series of 2019 as the basis. 

The Executive Order, issued by President Duterte, directed all government instrumentalities to 

identify idle lands owned by the government suitable for agricultural purposes which will be 

distributed to qualified beneficiaries of CARP. 

SIPLAS contains an approximate area of 278,914.131 hectares as a protected landscape and 

seascape. 

DAR-Caraga Regional Director Leomides R. Villareal said that based on the review and 

findings of the DAR validation committee, some portions of the SIPLAS are considered 

alienable and disposable (A & D) agricultural government-owned land (GOL) under the DENR 

and are no longer actually used for its purpose, and therefore, can be covered under the CARP, 

through EO 75, subject to final delineation and precise survey. 

 

The Siargao Island Protected Landscape and Seascape is the largest marine protected area 

in the Philippines. 

On October 10, 1996, the terrestrial, wetland, and marine areas of Siargao and its surrounding 

islets in the northeastern part of Mindanao, province of Surigao del Norte are declared as a 

protected area under the category of protected landscape and seascape, through the 

Proclamation No. 902, by the President of the Philippines. 

After the transfer is completed, the DAR will proceed with the process of land acquisition and 

distribution. 

Qualified beneficiaries are farmers, tillers, or farmworkers who are landless or who own less 

than three hectares of agricultural lands; Filipino citizens; residents of the barangay (or the 

municipality if there are not enough qualified beneficiaries in the barangay) where the 

landholding is located; at least 15 years of age at the time of identification, screening, and 

selection of the farmer-beneficiaries; and with willingness, aptitude, and ability to cultivate and 

make the land as productive as possible as provided under Section 22 of Republic Act No. 

6657 or the Comprehensive Agrarian Reform Law (CARL). 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Source: https://mb.com.ph/2022/05/23/dar-denr-to-distribute-lands-to-farmers-in-siargao/  

 

https://mb.com.ph/author/aaron-recuenco
https://mb.com.ph/2022/05/23/dar-denr-to-distribute-lands-to-farmers-in-siargao/
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Dead sperm whale washes ashore in 
Philippines, latest in string of deaths 
By Heather Chen, CNN 
Updated 1332 GMT (2132 HKT) May 23, 2022 

 
The dead sperm whale that washed up in Davao, the Philippines, on May 21. 

(CNN)A dead sperm whale has washed ashore in the Philippines, the latest in a string of whale 
deaths that has experts concerned. 

Two fishermen spotted the 60-foot (18-meter) carcass on a beach in the Davao region early on 

Saturday, the Department of Environment and Natural Resources (DENR) said. It had "multiple 

wounds" and was "most likely, already lifeless" when it reached the shore, the DENR added. 

It's the second dead sperm whale found in the Philippines this year and the discovery came 

just a day after a juvenile female washed ashore in Tel Aviv, Israel. Earlier this month, an adult 

male and a newborn calf were found dead in the Florida Keys. 

The IUCN Red List of Threatened Species lists sperm whales as "vulnerable" and at a "high 

risk of extinction in the wild". In the United States, they are listed as endangered under the 

Endangered Species Act. 

Experts are investigating the cause of death of the whale found in Davao and the necropsy is 

expected to take at least 36 hours. 

Earlier this year, another dead sperm whale, measuring more than 42 feet (about 13 meters), 

washed ashore on Mindanao, the second-largest island in the Philippines -- stunning residents 

and baffling Philippine marine biologists who said they could not ascertain the cause of death 

despite collecting tissue samples and dissecting the whale's stomach for clues. 

Five other sperm whales were discovered dead in areas around Davao in 2019. Some had 

eaten marine trash and toxic microplastics. 

A post-mortem of a dehydrated and emaciated young whale showed pieces of nylon rope and 

single-use plastic cups -- commonly used by local food vendors -- in its stomach. Its stomach 

and intestines were otherwise empty. 

Disposing of dead whales is a mammoth task due to their size. Letting nature take its course 

is an option but noxious gases that naturally build up can prove dangerous. 

In Davao, DENR regional executive director Bagani Fidel A. Evasco ordered the area to be 

cordoned off. 

"The carcass should be disposed of immediately because its smell can be toxic and 

hazardous to the community," he said. 

Source: https://edition.cnn.com/2022/05/23/asia/dead-sperm-whale-in-philippines-intl-

hnk/index.html  

 

https://www.cnnphilippines.com/news/2022/5/22/Sperm-whale-dead-Davao-Occidental-.html
https://www.cnn.com/specials/us/energy-and-environment
https://edition.cnn.com/2022/05/23/asia/dead-sperm-whale-in-philippines-intl-hnk/index.html
https://edition.cnn.com/2022/05/23/asia/dead-sperm-whale-in-philippines-intl-hnk/index.html
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Bone recovery, preservation of sperm whale at 

P3.5 million 

 
BEACHED WHALE. Over the weekend, a dead sperm whale was discovered along the shore of Jose Abad Santos in 

Davao Occidental. The whale measured around 60 feet in length and nine feet in width and weighed around 40 tons. 

(Photo by DENR-Davao) 

K R I Z Z Y  S .  D A U G D A U G  

May 22, 2022 

THE bone recovery and preservation of the Sperm whale that was found dead along the shores 

of Jose Abad Santos, Davao Occidental will cost around P3 million to P3.5 million, Municipal 

Mayor Jason John Joyce said. 

 

On May 21, 2022, two fishermen discovered the carcass of a sperm whale beached along the 

shores of Sitio Sakalig, Barangay Sugal, Jose Abad Satos. The whale measured around 60 

feet in length and nine feet in width. It weighed around 40 tons. The whale was observed to 

have multiple wounds and may have already been dead before it beached. 

In a press statement on May 22, the Department of Environment and Natural Resources in 

Davao Region (DENR-Davao) said regional executive director Bagani Fidel A. Evasco has 

directed the Provincial Environment and Natural Resources Office of Davao Occidental (Penro-

Davao Occidental), led by PENR Officer Chamberlain Babiera, to coordinate with relevant 

agencies and marine biology experts. 

 

Joyce, in a phone interview with SunStar Davao, said a team from D’Bone Collector Museum 

in Davao City, started the removal of meat and deboning of the sperm whale on May 22, 2022. 

 

He said they are hoping to quickly debone and bury the sperm whale because residents near 

the area are already reporting that a foul smell is already being given off by the whale carcass. 

“Maong ginapapaspasan nato ang pag debone sa iyaha para malubong na siya dayon. Naka 

standby na atong heavy equipment didto para ready na siya ilubong,” Joyce said. 

 

(We have to act fast in deboning the whale so that we can bury it already. The heavy equipment 

is already on standby to be ready to bury the whale.) 

 

Evasco, in a statement, also said, "There is also a need to cordon the area. And the carcass 

should be disposed of immediately because its smell can be toxic and hazardous to the 

community.” 

 

The Municipal Disaster Risk Reduction Office (MDRRO) of Jose Abad Santos warned that the 

decomposing carcass poses health risks to the immediate community. 

 

 

https://www.sunstar.com.ph/author/996/krizzy-s-daugdaug
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The Municipal Disaster Risk Reduction Office (MDRRO) of Jose Abad Santos warned that the 

decomposing carcass poses health risks to the immediate community. 

 

Meanwhile, he said they hope to collect the whale’s bones and preserve them, which comes 

with a big price tag. 

“Based sa quotation sa akoa from the experts, it will cost P3 million to P3.5 million sa pag-

recover ng bone and pag-preserve sa iyaha,” Joyce said. 

 

(Based on the quotation from the experts, the recovery of bones and its preservations could 

run around P3 million to P3.5 million.) 

 

He said they want to preserve the whale and have it displayed in a “low-cost” museum or at 

their gym. The cost for the construction of the museum is different from what will be spent for 

the recovery and preservation of the whale bones. 

 

“I am coordinating with DOT (Department of Tourism) kung unsa ilang matabang sa amoa... 

basi pwede ta magbutang museum diri sa JAS, maski low cost museum lang para makit-an sa 

future generations,” Joyce said in an interview with SunStar Davao. 

(I am coordinating with DOT as to how they can help. We hope to have a museum, even a low-

cost one, for the future generations to see the whale.) 

 

Joyce added that if they base it on the Subangan Museum in Mati City, Davao Oriental, the 

cost of the recovery and collection of sperm whale bones to the construction of the museum 

could run as high as P10 million, hence, opting for a smaller one for Jose Abad Santos. 

 

This is not the first time a large marine mammal beached along the shores of Jose Abad Santos, 

a coastal town facing an open sea. 

 

Joyce said the open sea in front of them could be described as a “highway” of a variety of 

marine life, including large marine life like whales. 

Based on the data forwarded by Joyce, they also recorded the beaching of marine mammals 

in 2013, 2015, and 2016. The team from the Davao Bone Collection Museum, headed by its 

owner Daryl Blatchley, also assisted the municipality in deboning the whale. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Source: https://www.sunstar.com.ph/article/1929760/davao/local-news/bone-recovery-

preservation-of-sperm-whale-at-p35-million  

 

https://www.sunstar.com.ph/article/1929760/davao/local-news/bone-recovery-preservation-of-sperm-whale-at-p35-million
https://www.sunstar.com.ph/article/1929760/davao/local-news/bone-recovery-preservation-of-sperm-whale-at-p35-million
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Source: 

https://www.facebook.com/UNTVNewsRescue/photos/a.272191939472893/832929997042867

6/  

 

https://www.facebook.com/UNTVNewsRescue/photos/a.272191939472893/8329299970428676/
https://www.facebook.com/UNTVNewsRescue/photos/a.272191939472893/8329299970428676/
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TUBIG SA ANGAT DAM, TINIYAK NA SAPAT NA 

MAKAKAPAGSUPLAY SA METRO MANILA – NWRB 

by Hya Ludivico May 23, 2022  

 

 

Tiniyak ni Dr. Sevillo David Jr., Executive Director ng National Water Resources Board 
(NWRB), na sapat ang tubig sa Angat dam upang makapagsuplay ng tubig sa Metro Manila. 

 Sa panayam ng DWIZ, sinabi ni David na nasa normal ang operating level nito. 

 Umaasa naman aniya ang NWRB na magtutuloy-tuloy ang pag-ulan upang makarekober ang 
nasabing dam. 

 Pinayuhan naman ni David ang publiko na maging responsable sa paggamit ng tubig. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Source: https://www.dwiz882am.com/index.php/sapat-na-tubig-sa-angat-dam-tiniyak-nwrb/  

 

https://www.dwiz882am.com/index.php/author/hyaludivico/
https://www.dwiz882am.com/index.php/sapat-na-tubig-sa-angat-dam-tiniyak-nwrb/
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TUBIG! TUBIG! ANO ANG PLANO? 

 
May 23, 2022 @ 6:31 PM  13 hours ago 

NAGING matagumpay ang naganap na forum na iniorganisa ng Ateneo De Manila noong ika-

12 ng Mayo 2022. Ang kaganapang ito ay ang pagsisimula ng pagdiriwang ng ika-30 

anibersaryo ng Department of Environmental Science, sa pakikipagtulungan ng School of 

Science and Engineering at Ateneo Research Institute of Science and Engineering. 

Isang talakayan tungkol sa seguridad ng tubig! Ang nag-host sa SC Johnson forum ay ang 

Department of Environmental Science, nagsimula alas 3:00 hanggang 5:00 ng hapon. 

Isa sa naging speaker ay si Dr. Sevillo “Bill” David, Executive Director ng National Water 

Resources Board kasama ang National Economic and Development Authority. 

Ibinahagi ni Executive Director David at ng NEDA ang usapin tungkol sa National Water 

Security Roadmap at ang Philippine Water Supply at Sanitation Master Plan. 

Nakatutok o focus ng discussion ang possible role ng kabataan sa implementasyon at ng 

academe tulad ng ADMU sa pananaliksik at pagpapaunlad na may kaugnayan sa pamamahala 

ng mga mapagkukunan ng Tubig kasama ang Roadmap at ang Masterplan. 

 Kamusta na kaya ang lebel ng tubig sa Angat Dam? Kung titignan natin ang ulat ng 

Metropolitan Waterworks and Sewerage System (MWSS) noong May 16, 2022 ang dam 

elevation, bumaba ang lebel ng tubig ng Angat dam sa 191.10 meters, 99.68 meters sa Ipo 

Dam at 78.71 meters sa La Mesa Dam. 

Pagkatapos ng tatlong araw (May 19, 2022), bumaba muli ang lebel ng tubig ng Angat dam 

sa 190.77 meters, ngunit tumaas sa 100.16 meters sa Ipo Dam at 78.79 meters sa La Mesa 

Dam. 

Ayon sa Philippine Atmospheric, Geophysical and Astronomical Services 

Administration, maaga silang nagdeklara ng tag-ulan dahil ilang araw na ang nararanasang 

buhos ng ulan sa Metro Manila. 

Pangunahing basehan ng PAGASA ay ang pagpasok ng hanging habagat at ang 

magkakasunod na araw na may pagbuhos ng ulan. 

Bagamat opisyal nang inihayag ng PAGASA na nagsimula na ang panahon ng tag-ulan sa 

buong bansa, kinakailangan parin ang ibayong pagtitipid sa tubig ng mga nasa Metropolitan 

Manila. 

 

 

 

Source: https://www.remate.ph/tubig-tubig-ano-ang-plano/  
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Marcos says discussed defense agreements, climate 

funding with U.S. envoy 
By Reuters - May 23, 2022 - 4:51 PM 

 
Presidential candidate Ferdinand "Bongbong" Marcos Jr., the son and namesake of the late Philippine dictator, gestures to the 

crowd during his final campaign rally with vice-presidential candidate Sara Duterte-Carpio, before the 2022 national elections, in 

Paranaque City, Metro Manila, Philippines, May 7, 2022. (Reuters/Eloisa Lopez/File Photo) 

MANILA — Presumptive president-elect Ferdinand Marcos Jr said on Monday he discussed 

security issues with an envoy of defense treaty ally the United States, from which he welcomed 

any economic assistance. 

Marcos told a news conference he had talks with the U.S. charge d’ affairs which included 

extension of a Visiting Forces Agreement that allows U.S. troops to conduct exchanges on 

Philippine soil, plus funding for climate change mitigation. He also said he had asked Arsenio 

Balisacan to join his cabinet as economic planning minister, a role he previously held. 

—Reporting by Neil Jerome Morales; Writing by Martin Petty; Editing by Ed Davies 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Source: https://interaksyon.philstar.com/politics-issues/2022/05/23/217828/marcos-says-

discussed-defense-agreements-climate-funding-with-u-s-envoy/  

 

https://interaksyon.philstar.com/author/reuters/
https://interaksyon.philstar.com/politics-issues/2022/05/23/217828/marcos-says-discussed-defense-agreements-climate-funding-with-u-s-envoy/
https://interaksyon.philstar.com/politics-issues/2022/05/23/217828/marcos-says-discussed-defense-agreements-climate-funding-with-u-s-envoy/
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Victorias City farmers now own 90-hectare land 

 
NEGROS. The Department of Agrarian Reform in Victorias City installs 82 farmers on the 90-hectare land in the northern 

Negros Occidental locality in a simultaneous agrarian reform beneficiary installation rites earlier this month. (Contributed 

photo) 

E R W I N  P .  N I C A V E R A  May 22, 2022 

 

THE Department of Agrarian Reform (DAR) has installed 82 farmers in Victorias City on the 

90-hectare land in simultaneous agrarian reform beneficiary (ARB) installation rites earlier this 

month. 

 

The ARBs were installed in the property formerly owned by Elena Montelibano located at 

Hacienda Dolores, Barangay 20 in the northern Negros Occidental city. 

Municipal Agrarian Reform Program Officer Jeremiah Barrientos, who led the activity, reminded 

the farmer-beneficiaries of their duties and responsibilities as new landowners. 

 

These include paying taxes to the local government and amortization to the Land Bank of the 

Philippines, as well as making their land productive. 

 

"Refrain from involving in any illegal activities that may lead to your disqualification," Barrientos 

told the ARBs. 

DAR-Victorias City also briefed the ARBs on the different programs offered by the agency like 

land tenure improvement that includes agrarian legal services and access to support services. 

 

Layout and monumenting survey activities were also conducted to appropriately mark and 

indicate the technical descriptions of the lot specified at their certificate of land ownership 

awards (Cloas). 

 

As mandated under Republic Act (RA) 6657, the DAR is vested with the primary jurisdiction to 

determine and adjudicate reform matters and to extend free legal assistance to farmer-

beneficiaries affected by agrarian cases. 

 

Moreover, the agency said it continues to provide support services towards realizing its vision 

for a just, safe and equitable society that upholds the rights of tillers to own, control, secure, 

cultivate and enhance their agricultural lands, and improve their quality of life towards rural 

development and national industrialization. 

 

"The round-the-clock field activities conducted by the DAR are evidence of its unwavering 

support to the tillers of the land despite the inconveniences brought by the pandemic," it said, 

adding that "the service to the Filipino people never stops." (With PR) 

 

https://www.sunstar.com.ph/author/191/erwin-p-nicavera
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"The round-the-clock field activities conducted by the DAR are evidence of its unwavering 

support to the tillers of the land despite the inconveniences brought by the pandemic," it said, 

adding that "the service to the Filipino people never stops." (With PR) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Source: https://www.sunstar.com.ph/article/1929705/bacolod/business/victorias-city-farmers-

now-own-90-hectare-land  
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Tublay mayor to focus on waste 
By Dexter A. See May 24, 2022 

 
Tublay Mayor Armando Lauro, now on his third and last term, shares his views in a 2019 forum attended by the town’s small-

scale miners and the Mines and Geosciences Bureau. CONTRIBUTED PHOTO 

TUBLAY, Benguet: Reelected Mayor Armando Lauro will focus on the implementation of a 

comprehensive solid waste management program that will address the town's garbage disposal 

problem in the medium term. 

He said another challenge that must be addressed is a sustainable and reliable potable water 

source to avoid water shortages in the future with the impending population growth. 

He said that these initiatives will coincide with more aggressive programs for the promotion of 

agriculture and ecotourism projects in the province. 

Lauro, who was given a fresh mandate to serve his third term as the town's local chief 

executive, said the local government will look for suitable land that could be used for a materials 

recovery facility to address the garbage disposal problems that the town could be facing in the 

near term. 

"We will also continue the agriculture and ecotourism projects that have been started in our 

town. Proper coordination with other towns, especially for package tours," he said, adding that 

this could spur economic activity in villages, stalled by the Covid-19 pandemic in the last two 

years. 

Tublay is one of the municipalities that form the expanded Baguio-La Trinidad-Itogon-Sablan-

Tuba-Tublay growth corridor where tourism is an asset due to the various agri- and ecotourism 

destinations that are already in place. 

The local government will also be working on the completion of the town's multipurpose market 

and logistics infrastructure complex, which has been earmarked with a P50 million budget by 

Benguet caretaker and Anti-Crime and Terrorism through Community Involvement and Support 

Rep. Eric Yap. 

As for the continuing efforts for the town's health facilities, Lauro noted that there was also P20 

million allocation from Yap. 

"Efforts to improve the town's rural health unit will enhance the delivery of quality health care 

services to the people in the different villages," he added. 

 

 

 

https://www.manilatimes.net/author/dexter-a-see
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Lauro said improving the delivery of social services and promoting access to more livelihood 

activities for economic growth are the two of the best means that he could extend his gratitude 

to the people of Tublay for giving him another chance to serve the town. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Source: https://www.manilatimes.net/2022/05/24/news/regions/tublay-mayor-to-focus-on-

waste/1844758  
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Isang uri ng susô, mapanganib dahil sa kaniyang 

lason 
 Mayo 23, 2022 11:44pm GMT+08:00 

Mabagal mang gumalaw, mabilis naman daw kung tumalab ang lason ng isang uri ng susô. 

Ang kaniyang matutusok na tao, maaaring maospital, maparalisa o mamamatay. 

Sa nakaraang episode ng "Kapuso Mo, Jessica Soho," ikinuwento ng mangingisdang si Alcris 

Gapa ng Jose Abad Santos sa Davao Occidental, kung papaano nalagay sa bingit ng 

kamatayan ang kaniyang buhay dahil sa tusok ng susô na "cone" snail. 

Kumpara sa ibang susô na pabilog, ang mapanganib na "cone" snail ay pahaba, patulis ang 

dulo, na tila hugis apa. 

Nakikita ito sa mababaw na bahagi ng tubig o dagat, at aktibo sa gabi para maghanap ng 

makakain. 

Ayon kay Alcris, may nakapagsabi sa kaniya na maaari daw kainin ang cone snail kaya 

naghanap siya nito. Hanggang sa matusok siya ng susô sa tagiliran. 

Pagkaraan lang ng ilang minuto, sumama na ang kaniyang pakiramdam at nanghina. 

"Masakit yung puso ko parang binabalot. Saka yung ulo ko parang pumutok na, sa sobrang 

sakit. Yung daliri ko nangingitim na po," kuwento niya. 

Ayon kay Aprilen na asawa Alcris, itinuro sa kaniya ng kaniyang lolo at tiyahin na puwede raw 

gamitin gamot sa lason sa cone snail ang mismong laman nito. 

Kaya dinikdik niya ang laman ng susô at inilagay sa parte ng katawan ni Alcris kung saan siya 

natusok. Pero pagkaraan na magawa ito, walang nangyaring pagbabago sa kaniyang mister. 

Dito na sila nagpasyang dalhin si Alcris sa ospital at naging kritikal ang kaniyang kalagayan. 

Binigyan ng anti-venom ang pasyente at tumagal ng tatlong araw ang gamutan hanggang sa 

gumaling siya. 

Gaya ni Alcris, mapalad din ang mangingisda na si Tonton na nakaligtas sa kamandag ng cone 

snail. 

Halos hindi naiiba ang naramdaman ni Alcris sa mga pinagdaanan ni Tonton na mapalad din 

na nadala sa ospital at nabigyan ng kaukulang lunas. 

Pero ang tatlong-taong-gulang na si Francis, pumanaw matapos na matusok ng cone snail at 

hindi na nadala sa ospital. 

Mas marami umano ang mga bata sa nasasawi sa mga natutusok ng cone snail. 

Pero sa kabila ng masamang reputasyon ng naturang susô dahil sa dala niyang peligro sa 

buhay ng tao, lumalabas naman sa aspekto ng medisina na mayroon posibleng malaking 

pakinabang ang cone snail. 

Kung bakit itinuturing medical marvel ang peligrosong susô, alamin ang sagot sa buong ulat 

na ito ng "KMJS."-- FRJ, GMA News 

Source: https://www.gmanetwork.com/news/balitambayan/umg/832642/isang-uri-ng-sus-ocirc-

mapanganib-dahil-sa-kaniyang-

lason/story/?utm_source=GMANews&utm_medium=Facebook&fbclid=IwAR347gFLGaeCZc

lOhhsNOKpt9mQA163n-yXodkc-kahqXHLfWv-2DMMx9Qo  
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https://www.gmanetwork.com/news/balitambayan/umg/832642/isang-uri-ng-sus-ocirc-mapanganib-dahil-sa-kaniyang-lason/story/?utm_source=GMANews&utm_medium=Facebook&fbclid=IwAR347gFLGaeCZclOhhsNOKpt9mQA163n-yXodkc-kahqXHLfWv-2DMMx9Qo
https://www.gmanetwork.com/news/balitambayan/umg/832642/isang-uri-ng-sus-ocirc-mapanganib-dahil-sa-kaniyang-lason/story/?utm_source=GMANews&utm_medium=Facebook&fbclid=IwAR347gFLGaeCZclOhhsNOKpt9mQA163n-yXodkc-kahqXHLfWv-2DMMx9Qo
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Source: 

https://www.facebook.com/OpinYonBatangas/photos/a.100292125254635/427267275890450  
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Source: https://www.facebook.com/100069028928005/posts/322456406731988/?app=fbl  
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Source: https://www.facebook.com/tribunephl/videos/975018426529934  
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PH Covid-19 cases daily average for May 16-22 
up by 9% 
By Ma. Teresa Montemayor May 23, 2022, 4:41 pm 

 

MANILA – The country's daily average of Covid-19 cases went up to 173 from May 16 to 22, 
or 9.9 percent higher than the previous week, the Department of Health (DOH) reported 
Monday. 

Cases averaged 160 per day from May 9 to 15. 

The latest case bulletin of the DOH show that there are 1,214 new Covid-19 cases and six 
verified deaths in the recent week. 

For the same period, 14 cases were added to the tally of severe and critical infections, which 
increased to 718 from last week’s 588. 

Only 15.4 percent or 432 out of the 2,812 intensive care unit (ICU) beds are in use, while 17.4 
percent or 4,125 out of 23,697 non-ICU beds are utilized. 

To date, about 69,042,538 million or 76.71 percent of the country’s target population 
(90,005,357) are vaccinated against Covid-19, including 77.22 percent of 8,721,357 senior 
citizens. 

As of May 22, a total of 13,860,791 have booster shots out of the total 69,042,538 who are fully 
vaccinated. (PNA)  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Source: https://www.pna.gov.ph/articles/1175112  

 

https://www.pna.gov.ph/articles/1175112


May 24, 2022 

Date 

 1 of 1 

Page 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

STRATEGIC  

COMMUNICATION &   

INITIATIVES  

SERVICE 

Headline 

Editorial 

Column 

Opinion 

Feature Article 

DOH reminds public on ‘long COVID’ 
May 23, 2022 

 
Department of Health logo / PTV File photo 

By Katrina Gracia Consebido 

The Department of Health (DOH) reminded the public on Sunday, May 22, to comply with the 

minimum public health protocols regarding the post-COVID conditions, known as the “long 

COVID” which can occur three months after being infected with COVID-19. 

The health bureau advised the public about the symptoms that can be felt in a post-COVID-19 

condition such as fatigue, cough, chest pain, shortness of breath, and joint pain.  

According to DOH, the symptoms can be experienced for at least two months, and cannot be 

explained by other conditions.  

Symptoms may occur after the other has recovered, or may continue from the initial COVID-19 

episode. 

“This advisory is provided to reiterate current knowledge about post COVID-19 condition. It has 

symptoms such as fatigue, cough, chest pain, shortness of breath, joint pain, etc. These can 

be felt usually 3 months after being infected with the COVID-19 virus, may last for at least two 

(2) months, and cannot be explained by other conditions. Symptoms may be new onset after 

one has already recovered, or may continue from the initial COVID-19 episode.” 

However, there are no tests for diagnosing long COVID. The DOH advised the public to consult 

their doctor or healthcare provider to give them first aid, or immediately go to the nearest 

emergency room for prompt medical assistance. 

The DOH reiterated to continue practicing minimum public health protocols, wear the best fitting 

mask, isolate when sick, ensure good airflow, and get their COVID-19 vaccines and get boosted 

if eligible. -bny 

 

 

 

 

 

Source: https://ptvnews.ph/doh-reminds-public-on-long-covid/  
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'Covid-19 is not over anywhere until it’s over 
everywhere': WHO 
By Ramon Monsalve, Jr. May 23, 2022, 4:58 pm 

 

GENEVA – The head of the World Health Organization (WHO) told global health ministers on 
Sunday that although reported Covid-19 cases and deaths have declined significantly, it is not 
time to lower the guard. 

Tedros Adhanom Gebreyesus delivered his message during the kick-off of the annual World 
Health Assembly – the decision-making body of WHO composed of representatives of 194 
countries. 

Noting that it was the first time since 2019 that the Assembly could take place in-person, he 
asked ministers where the world stood two years into the most severe health crisis in a century. 

"So, is Covid-19 over? No, it’s most certainly not over. I know that’s not the message you want 
to hear, and it’s definitely not the message I want to deliver," he said. 

He added that although in many countries all restrictions have been lifted and life looks much 
like it did before the pandemic, reported cases are increasing in almost 70 countries in all 
regions. 

"And this in a world in which testing rates have plummeted," he added. 

Tedros warned that reported deaths are also rising in Africa, the continent with the lowest 
vaccination coverage. 

"This virus has surprised us at every turn – a storm that has torn through communities again 
and again, and we still can’t predict its path, or its intensity," he said. 

While agreeing that there is progress with 60 percent of the world’s population already 
vaccinated, Tedros reminded that almost one billion people in lower-income countries remain 
unvaccinated. 

"It’s not over anywhere until it’s over everywhere. Only 57 countries have vaccinated 70 percent 
of their population – almost all of them high-income countries," he noted. 

Tedros also warned that increasing transmission means more deaths and more risk of a new 
variant emerging, and the current decline of testing and sequencing means "we are blinding 
ourselves to the evolution of the virus". 

He pointed out as well that in some countries there is still insufficient political commitment to 
roll out vaccines, and there are still gaps in operational and financial capacity. 
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He pointed out as well that in some countries there is still insufficient political commitment to 
roll out vaccines, and there are still gaps in operational and financial capacity. 

"And in all, we see vaccine hesitancy driven by misinformation and disinformation", he added. 

Tedros said WHO’s primary focus now is to support countries to turn vaccines into vaccinations 
as fast as possible, but they are still seeing supply-side problems for tests and therapeutics 
with insufficient funds and access. 

"The pandemic will not magically disappear. But we can end it. We have the knowledge. We 
have the tools. Science has given us the upper hand," he said, calling on countries to work 
together to reach 70 percent of vaccination coverage. 

The 70th World Health Assembly is being held in Geneva, Switzerland, from May 22-28, under 
the theme “Health for peace, peace for health'', the first in-person Health Assembly since the 
start of the Covid-19 pandemic. 

At the meeting, country delegates make decisions on health goals and strategies that will guide 
public health work and the work of the WHO Secretariat to move the world towards better health 
and well-being for all. (WAM) 
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Please click this link: 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=YGDs_vAfBb4 
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