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Sampulna Welcomes Tuddao as DENR-IAS Director

Friday, May 20, 2022 Journal Online

-

Department of Environment and Natural Resources (DENR) Acting Secretary Jim O.
Sampulna (middle) hands over the DENR flag to newly-designated Internal Audit Service (IAS)
OIC Director Vicente B. Tuddao (right) during the turnover ceremony of the IAS Directorship on
May 12, 2022. Tuddao served as the Assistant Regional Director for Technical Services of DENR
MIMAROPA prior to his new assignment. He replaces IAS outgoing director Al O. Orolfo (left)
who was assigned as director of the DENR Foreign Assisted and Special Projects Service. 1AS is
composed of the Management Audit and Operations Audit divisions. It is tasked to render
assistance and advise the Secretary on all matters relating to operations and management
controls; conduct management and operations audits of the Department’s functions, programs,
projects and activities and determine the degree of compliance with its mandate, policies,
government regulations, among others.

Source: https://journal.com.ph/sampulna-welcomes-tuddao-as-denr-ias-director/
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DENR distributes land titles in Northern Mindanao

May 19, 20222 min read

FINALLY, A LANDOWNER! Recipients of free land title proudly display the signed documents
with DENR officials during the awarding ceremony.

By Rjhay E Laurea

MANILA — The Department of Environment and Natural Resources (DENR) has awarded land
titles to 415 qualified grantees in Northern Mindanao recently through its “Handog Titulo”
program.

In a ceremonial program last May 6 at the DENR Region 10 Multi-Purpose Court in Cagayan de
Oro City, Original Certificates of Title (OCTs) were distributed to 200 grantees in Bukidnon, 10 in
Camiguin, 20 in Lanao del Norte, 35 in Misamis Occidental, and 150 in Misamis Oriental.

DENR Acting Secretary Jim O. Sampulna said he hopes that the land titles will help the lives of the
recipients.

“More than just providing security of tenure to landowners, | encourage all patentees of
agricultural lands to make their land productive. Make this a tool to improve the quality of your
lives and that of your children,” said Sampulna.

The land titles were part of the 4,000 free permits aimed to be distributed in Northern Mindanao
before the end of 2022. Apart from agricultural free permits, the grant also has residential and
special free rights.

DENR Undersecretary for Legal, Administration, Human Resources, and Legislative Affairs
Ernesto D. Adobo urged the grantees to make good use of the land titles to help spur economic
activity.

“This title—this piece of paper—is a good vehicle for the patentees to spark economic activity.
There are financial institutions where you can get a loan and make use of your piece of land to the
maximum and to be able for your piece of land to produce the desired revenue,” said Adobo.

DENR-Northern Mindanao Regional Executive Director Henry A. Adornado said the land titling
program was tackled in line with President Rodrigo Roa Duterte’s directive to rush the job and
issuance of public land patents to qualified grantees.

To back the government’s 10-point socioeconomic agenda, the Handog Titulo program of the
DENR also aims to spur socio-economic development, mostly in the countryside. (EGR/ai/mtvn)

Source; https://maharlika.tv/2022/05/19/denr-distributes-land-titles-in-northern-mindanao/
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Govt must exercise caution in considering mining
expansion

May 21, 2022

THE recent decision of the provincial board of South Cotabato to lift the ban on open-pit mining
in that province was disappointing, and raises concerns that a new, reckless push to expand
mining under an incoming administration perceived to be more favorable to it may be under way.
President-elect Ferdinand Marcos Jr. and his yet to be named economic and environmental
managers should be wary of these efforts and exercise caution in considering whether or not to
allow more mining in the Philippines.

The proposed mining project directly affected by the decision of the South Cotabato authorities is
the Tampakan Copper-Gold Project of Sagittarius Mines Inc. (SMI), located about 50 kilometers
north of General Santos City. The mining site is said to contain nearly 3 billion tons of low-grade
copper ore and about 18 million ounces of gold, and would become the largest mine in the
Philippines if it became operational.

The project has also been one of the most vigorously contested in the country. In 2010, the
province of South Cotabato derailed SMI's plans by imposing the now-lifted ban on open pit
mining, which was reinforced by a nationwide ban in 2017. The latter was lifted last year as part of
the government's Covid-19 recovery plan. In the meantime, SMI had run afoul of the authorities in
the municipality of Tampakan, which in 2020 canceled a development agreement with the mining
firm, calling it "lopsided against residents and the community."

In terms of its potential impact on the area, the Tampakan project would generate a great deal of
economic benefits in the form of direct revenues and jobs, but at a steep social and environmental
cost. Development of the mine site would displace an estimated 4,000 members of the B'laan
indigenous community from their ancestral land, and result in the clearance of more than 3,900
hectares of forest. The mine would also break into the aquifer, according to some environmental
assessments, affecting groundwater supplies and rivers in the region.

Critics have also bitterly condemned the "underhanded" way in which the South Cotabato
provincial government rescinded its ban, just a week after the general election when the public's
attention was naturally directed elsewhere. The implication is that some politicians in the
provincial government acted in bad faith; whether that is actually true or not, a decision on a
matter having such a long-term effect on the province should have been delayed until after the
new term of office began.

The Tampakan project is emblematic of the conundrum mining presents to the Philippines
generally: The potential economic benefits are too significant to dismiss completely, but those
benefits cannot be collected without some degree of permanent harm being done to the
environment and communities.

We believe the best way to solve this riddle would be for the government to approach mining with
caution, not necessarily with skepticism, but with a clear and consistently enforced set of
standards that must be met before mining is possible. Communities should not be displaced,
particularly indigenous communities that are an irreplaceable part of our national culture and
heritage.


https://www.manilatimes.net/topic?eid=1303807219&ename=Cotabato&lang=en
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Govt must exercise caution in considering mining
expansion

Rigorous environmental protections must be in place, including end-to-end plans for mitigating
environmental impact and rehabilitating mining areas, before any approval is granted, and special
attention should be given to preventing adverse impacts on freshwater supplies, which are
becoming critical all over the country.

Finally, mining must be a value-added economic activity; simply harvesting the country's finite
mineral resources and exporting them, which is all that is done now due to the lack of
downstream industries in the Philippines, is pure exploitation. Any mining development should
be carried out in conjunction with the development of industries that can maximize the value of
our national treasure. Mining imposes costs on the country that are permanent no matter how
carefully mining is done; any benefits from mining, therefore, should benefit future generations as
much as it does those who are only looking for short-term profits. We do not believe that is
impossible, but if it cannot be assured, then mining should be avoided.

Source: https://www.manilatimes.net/2022/05/21/opinion/editorial/govt-must-exercise-caution-
in-considering-mining-expansion/1844445
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PROTESTS CONTINUE OVER THE DECISION TO RESTART OPEN-PIT
MINING AT TAMPAKAN PROJECTS

ONE News - Protests continue over the decision to
restart open-pit mining at Tampakan projects | Facebook

K.COIN

Source:
https://www.facebook.com/385030801902812/posts/1403950043344211/?app=fbl



https://www.facebook.com/385030801902812/posts/1403950043344211/?app=fbl

§ STRATEGIC May 21, 2022 [] Heactine

COMMUNICATION & Pilipino Star — Eidiltorial
olumn

— INITIATIVES - >
—‘E SERVICE ' l") l_,"// ) y lofl |:|0pinion
J ‘-‘—L’ E J Page D Feature Article

Diynryong disente ng masang intelihente

DILG: Comelec dapat atasan ang mga kumandidato alisin
ang kanilang campaign materials

By Mer Layson(Pilipino Star Ngayon)
- May 20, 2022 - 12:00am

Election campaign tarpaulin materials were brought to Marikina City Environment and Management Office recovery
area for proper deposal after the removal operation from different barangay in Marikina City.

Walter Bollozos

MANILA, Philippines — Dapat umanong hikayatin ng Commission on Elections (Comelec) ang
lahat ng kandidato sa katatapos na May 9 polls na alisin na ang kani-kanilang mga campaign
materials.

Ayon kay Department of the Interior and Local Government (DILG) Undersecretary Jonathan
Malaya, nanalo man o natalo ang kandidato ay responsibilidad nitong magtanggal ng campaign
materials na kanilang ipinaskil noong nakalipas na panahon ng kampanyahan.

“Sana mahikayat ng Comelec ang mga kandidato...Manalo man o matalo, magkaroon ng programa
ang Comelec kung saan pagsasama-samahin niya lahat ng mga kandidato at sila ‘yung mag-iikot
para magtanggal ng mga campaign material,” ani Malaya sa panayam sa telebisyon.

Matapos na makipag-team up sa iba't ibang local government units at Metropolitan Manila
Development Authority (MMDA), iniulat ng DILG na mayroon nang tinatayang 600 toneladang
mga campaign materials ang kanilang naalis sa National Capital Region (NCR) hanggang nito
lamang Mayo 19 o 10 araw matapos ang halalan.

Target ng ahensiya na matapos ang pagsasagawa ng post-election cleanup sa NCR ngayong linggong
ito.

Samantala, naghihintay pa umano ang DILG ng update mula sa kanilang regional offices hinggil sa
estado ng cleanup ng campaign materials sa mga lalawigan.

Source: https://www.philstar.com/pilipino-star-ngayon/metro/2022/05/20/2182406/dilg-comelec-
dapat-atasan-ang-mga-kumandidato-alisin-ang-kanilang-campaign-materials/amp/
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‘TRAPALIT'": Where do campaign tarps go? In Bifan, they
end up in gardens, fish hatchery

Published May 20, 2022, 2:42 PM
by Carla Bauto Defia

BINAN CITY, Laguna — Where do campaign tarpaulins go now that the election is over and they
have served their purpose?

Here in Bifian City, they get a reincarnation — as seedling bags and breeding containers for fish.

>
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Tomato seedlings in seedling bags made of recycled campaign tarpaulins (Carla Bauto Defia / MANILA BULLETIN)

The Office of the City Agriculturist has recently launched a program called Trapalit. According to
Organic Sector City Agriculturist Gladys C. Caspe, for every tarpaulin donated to the office, the
donor gets a vegetable seedling, a set of vegetable seeds, and a bag of fertilizer.


https://mb.com.ph/author/carladena
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Vermicast and vegetable seeds distributed by Bifian City Agriculture Office in exchange for campaign tarpaulins
(Carla Bauto Defia / MANILA BULLETIN)

“Kasama rin sa conservation and preservation initiatives ng aming opisina. At least, hindi na
madagdagan ang basura, makabawas, and then beneficial pa (It’s part of the conservation and
preservation initiatives of our office. At least, we lessen waste and use it for something
beneficial),” City Agriculturist Antonio P. Aguilar told the Manila Bulletin in an interview on
Friday, May 20.

Some of the tarpaulins are sewed into small bags used to distribute vegetable seedlings.
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Seedling bags made of recycled campaign tarpaulins (Carla Bauto Defia / MANILA BULLETIN)

Bigger pieces, on the other hand, are attached to plastic crates and are used to breed ornamental
fish such as swordtail, guppy, and molly. Fish Sector Agricultural Technologist Dennis Caponpon

Dechetan explained that their office breeds fish for aquaponics.

A fish breeding container made of recycled campaign tarpaulin and a plastic crate (Carla Bauto Defia / MANILA
BULLETIN)
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‘TRAPALIT': Where do campaign tarps go? In Bilan, they
end up in gardens, fish hatchery

Alongside the in-house tarpaulin upcycling program, the office will also donate a part of the
collected tarps to Anahaw Laguna, which turns them into farming items, such as rice drying mats.

A boom in urban agriculture during the pandemic

The agriculture office has seen a spike in home gardening since the onset of the Covid-19
pandemic. In fact, they have recorded a 300 percent increase in requests for gardening materials
since 2020.

“Nagkaroon na ng initiative ang tao, let’s say survival mode, na meron silang makukunan ng food
na hindi bibili. Kukunin na lang from their own backyard (People had the initiative, let’s say
survival mode, to have a food source and they would not need to buy. They can get if from their
own backyard),” city agriculturist Aguilar said.

Source: https://mb.com.ph/2022/05/20/trapalit-where-do-campaign-tarps-go-in-binan-they-
end-up-in-gardens-fish-hatchery/
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BALIUAG, NAGRESIKLO NG CAMPAIGN MATERIALS AT
NAGSAGAWA NG CLEAN-UP DRIVE

Sa bayan ng Balwag sa pangunguna ng pamahalaang bayan, nwesikio ang mga
campaign matenals na gnamet sa nagdaang halalan upang mapakinabangan ang mga
"o

WWW.GOPHILIPPINES.COM

GO Bulacan

facebook.corr

Source:
https://www.facebook.com/100066665920039/posts/345714834327378/?app=fbl
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Aboitiz Construction, lloilo LGU team up for a coastal
clean-up drive

Published 16 hours ago
on May 20, 2022 01:34 PM
By TDT @tribunephl

About 50 volunteers from Aboitiz Construction, Local Government Units (LGUs) of lloilo City and
other volunteers from the private sector teamed up with the lloilo City Environment and Natural

Resources Office (CENRO) for a coastal clean-up drive in Barangay Sto. Nifio Norte, lloilo City
recently.


https://tribune.net.ph/index.php/author/tribuneadmin/
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Aboitiz Construction, lloilo LGU team up for a coastal
clean-up drive

Over 160 kilograms of solid wastes that include plastic and paper rubbish were collected by the
volunteers, properly segregated and disposed accordingly. About 50 environment-friendly posters
were also hung around the barangay vicinity to remind the residents of the campaign.

“We are grateful to Aboitiz Construction for their participation in this activity. This proves that both
public and private sectors should work hand in hand in promoting environmental sustainability,”
said Mary Jean Irisari, CENRO Environmental Management Specialist.

“Staying true to our core value of Responsibility, we partner with LGUs in fulfilling our commitment
towards environmental sustainability. We encourage our team members to volunteer and embody
our mission to build a better future,” said Nina Ylagan-Pedro, Aboitiz Construction’s Vice President
for Corporate Affairs and Services.

The Aboitiz Group has championed and aligned with the United Nations’ Sustainable Development
Goals (SDG). The SDG #12 which refers to Responsible Consumption and Production is Aboitiz’s
anchor in developing a unified waste management framework called ‘Wealth out of Wastes.” The
Aboitiz Group advocates its initiatives like the Waste Management Program to its host
communities. Like Aboitiz Construction, its recent coastal clean-up drive fully supports CENRO’s
program to conduct information education campaigns for local residents. This is to reinforce the
commitment to proper waste segregation, proper wastes disposal, recycling and reduction of
domestic wastes.

Last year, Aboitiz Construction organized capacity building programs that focused on effective solid
waste management for government officials of Brgy. Pinamucan Ibaba and Simlong in Batangas City
and Brgy. Buanoy in Balamban, Cebu. The company also donated materials to support the waste
management efforts of the said barangays.

Aboitiz Construction is currently building a 6,000 square-meter storage warehouse for La Filipina
Uy Gongco Corporation (LFUGC) in Brgy. Ingore, Lapaz, lloilo City. As LFUGC introduces new
agricultural products in the market, this new warehouse will help in their inventory and logistics
management.

Source; https://tribune.net.ph/index.php/2022/05/20/aboitiz-construction-iloilo-lgu-team-up-for-
a-coastal-clean-up-drive/
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Tourist arrival sa Boracay, naglalaro sa 6-K-8K bawat araw

By Bombo Radyo Kalibo
-May 19, 2022 | 8:42 PM

KALIBO, Aklan—Nananatiling mataas ang tourist arrival sa isla ng Boracay sa kabila ng
nararanasang Habagat at mga pag-ulan sa lalawigan ng Aklan.

Ayon kay Malay tourism officer Felix Delos Santos, naglalaro sa 6,000 hanggang 8,000 bawat araw
ang domestic tourist arrival.

Batay sa datos, mula Mayo 1 hanggang 7, nakatala sila ng kabuuang 100,302 na bilang ng mga
turistang pumasok sa isla.

Sa nasabing bilang, halos 10 porsiyento nito ay mga dayuhan.

Nangunguna ang mga bakasyunista mula sa Amerika, Europe, Germany, UK, at ilang Asian
countries gaya ng Korea.

Matumal pa aniya ang pasok ng mga Chinese tourist dahil sa mataas na kaso ng Covid-19 sa
kanilang bansa partikular sa Shanghai.

Source: https://www.bomboradyo.com/tourist-arrival-sa-boracay-naglalaro-sa-6-k-8k-bawat-
araw/
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Study: Global pollution Kills 9 million people a year
May 20, 2022

A NEW study blames pollution of all types for nine million deaths a year globally, with the death
toll attributed to dirty air from cars, trucks and industry rising 55 percent since 2000.

That increase is offset by fewer pollution deaths from primitive indoor stoves and water
contaminated with human and animal waste, so overall pollution deaths in 2019 are about the
same as 2015.

The United States is the only fully industrialized country in the top 10 nations for total pollution
deaths, ranking seventh with 142,883 deaths blamed on pollution in 2019, sandwiched between
Bangladesh and Ethiopia, according to a new study in the journal The Lancet Planetary Health.

Tuesday’s pre-pandemic study is based on calculations derived from the Global Burden of Disease
database and the Institute for Health Metrics and Evaluation in Seattle. India and China lead the
world in pollution deaths with nearly 2.4 million and almost 2.2 million deaths a year, but the two
nations also have the world’s largest populations.

When deaths are put on a per population rate, the United States ranks 31st from the bottom at
43.6 pollution deaths per 100,000. Chad and the Central African Republic rank the highest with
rates about 300 pollution deaths per 100,000, more than half of them due to tainted water, while
Brunei, Qatar and Iceland have the lowest pollution death rates ranging from 15 to 23. The global
average is 117 pollution deaths per 100,000 people.

Silent killer

Pollution kills about the same number of people a year around the world as cigarette smoking and
second-hand smoke combined, the study said.

“Nine million deaths is a lot of deaths,” said Philip Landrigan, director of the Global Public Health
Program and Global Pollution Observatory at Boston College.

“The bad news is that it's not decreasing,” Landrigan said. “We’re making gains in the easy stuff
and we're seeing the more difficult stuff, which is the ambient (outdoor industrial) air pollution
and the chemical pollution, still going up.”

It doesn’t have to be this way, researchers said.

“They are preventable deaths. Each and every one of them is a death that is unnecessary,” said Dr.
Lynn Goldman, dean of the George Washington University School of Public Health, who wasn’t
part of the study. She said the calculations made sense and if anything. was so conservative about
what it attributed to pollution, that the real death toll is likely higher.
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Study: Global pollution kills 9 million people a year

The certificates for these deaths don’t say pollution. They list heart disease, stroke, lung cancer,
other lung issues and diabetes that are “tightly correlated” with pollution by numerous
epidemiological studies, Landrigan said. To then put these together with actual deaths,
researchers look at the number of deaths by cause, exposure to pollution weighted for various
factors, and then complicated exposure response calculations derived by large epidemiological
studies based on thousands of people over decades of study, he said. It's the same way scientists
can say cigarettes cause cancer and heart disease deaths.

“That cannon of information constitutes causality,” Landrigan said. “That’s how we do it.”

Mainstream thought

Five outside experts in public health and air pollution, including Goldman, told The Associated
Press the study follows mainstream scientific thought.

Dr. Renee Salas, an emergency room doctor and Harvard professor who wasn’t part of the study,
said “the American Heart Association determined over a decade ago that exposure to (tiny
pollution particles) like that generated from the burning of fossil fuels is causal for heart disease
and death.”

“While people focus on decreasing their blood pressure and cholesterol, few recognize that the
removal of air pollution is an important prescription to improve their heart health,” Salas said.

Three-quarters of the overall pollution deaths came from air pollution and the overwhelming part
of that is “a combination of pollution from stationary sources like coal-fired power plants and steel
mills on one hand and mobile sources like cars, trucks and buses. And it’s just a big global
problem,” said Landrigan, a public health physician. “And it's getting worse around the world as
countries develop and cities grow.”

In New Delhi, India, air pollution peaks in the winter months and last year the city saw just two
days when the air wasn’t considered polluted. It was the first time in four years that the city
experienced a clean air day during the winter months.

That air pollution remains the leading cause of death in South Asia reconfirms what is already
known, but the increase in these deaths means that toxic emissions from vehicles and energy
generation is increasing, said Anumita Roychowdhury, a director at the advocacy group Centre for
Science and Environment in New Delhi.
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Study: Global pollution kills 9 million people a year

“This data is a reminder of what is going wrong but also that it is an opportunity to fix it,”
Roychowdhury said.

Pollution deaths are soaring in the poorest areas, experts said.
Political will

“This problem is worst in areas of the world where population is most dense (e.g. Asia) and where
financial and government resources to address the pollution problem are limited and stretched
thin to address a host of challenges including health care availability and diet as well as pollution,”
said Dan Greenbaum, president of the Health Effects Institute, who wasn’t part of the study.

In 2000, industrial air pollution killed about 2.9 million people a year globally. By 2015 it was up to
4.2 million and in 2019 it was 4.5 million, the study said. Toss in household air pollution, mostly
from inefficient primitive stoves, and air pollution killed 6.7 million people in 2019, the study
found.

Lead pollution—some from lead additives which have been banned from gasoline in every country
in the world and also from old paint, recycling batteries and other manufacturing—Kkills 900,000
people a year, while water pollution is responsible for 1.4 million deaths a year. Occupational
health pollution adds another 870,000 deaths, the study said.

In the United States, about 20,000 people a year die from lead pollution-induced hypertension,
heart disease and kidney disease, mostly as occupational hazards, Landrigan said. Lead and
asbestos are America’s big chemical occupational hazards, and they kill about 65,000 people a year
from pollution, he said. The study said the number of air pollution deaths in the United States in
2019 was 60,229, far more than deaths on American roads, which hit a 16-year peak of nearly
43,000 last year.

Modern types of pollution are rising in most countries, especially developing ones, but fell from
2000 to 2019 in the United States, the European Union and Ethiopia. Ethiopia’s numbers can’t
quite be explained and may be a reporting issue, said study co-author Richard Fuller, founder of
the Global Alliance on Health and Pollution and president of Pure Earth, a non-profit that works
on pollution clean-up programs in about a dozen countries.

The study authors came up with eight recommendations to reduce pollution deaths, highlighting
the need for better monitoring, better reporting and stronger government systems regulating
industry and cars.

“We absolutely know how to solve each one of those problems,” Fuller said. “What’s missing is
political will.” (AP)

Source: https://www.sunstar.com.ph/article/1929599/cebu/lifestyle/study-alobal-pollution-kills-9-
million-people-a-year
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Tipping points: how close is the world to a climate calamity
domino effect?

"We have a choice about the speed of sea-level rise." The Eco-Business Podcast talks to climate
scientist Professor Ben Horton about how close the world is to reaching crucial climate tipping
points, and what can be done to stop runaway climate change.

By Robin Hicks
2 minute readMay 20, 2022

Melting ice sheets. Dying coral reefs. The Amazon turning into savannah. These are known as
tipping points, when an ecosystem is pushed to the brink by rising global temperatures, and a
domino effect of climate disaster ensues.

Once tipping points are reached, it is much harder to prevent climate events spiraling out of
control — even if global warming is kept at bay by keeping a lid on emissions.

Tipping points have long worried climate scientists, but recent studies have shown that some of
these irreversible changes could happen sooner than expected. Some have started already. Rising
temperatures are causing the melting of Arctic permafrost, which_releases methane as it melts.
Methane is a powerful greenhouse gas that causes further heating.

The Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change’s most recent report warned that the planet has
passed some crucial tipping points, and this will make adapting to climate change harder. The
report warned: “Life on Earth can recover from a drastic climate shift by evolving into new species
and creating new ecosystems. Humans cannot.”

Singapore cannot survive 5 metres of sea-level rise. It will drown like a modern-day Atlantis.

Professor Benjamin Horton, director, Earth Observatory of Singapore
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Tipping points: how close is the world to a climate calamity
domino effect?

Professor Benjamin Horton, Earth Observatory of Singapore. Image: NTU

Joining the Eco-Business podcast to talk about tipping points is Professor Benjamin Horton,
director of the Earth Observatory of Singapore, and a professor at the Asian School of the
Environment and Nanyang Technological University (NTU).

The Briton recently travelled to the Arctic to study the effects of global warming on the North
Pole’s ice sheets, and to understand how the melting ice could impact sea-level rise in Singapore.

“Last summer it was warmer in Svalbard [in the North Pole] than in Singapore. That shows you
how crazy the climate is,” he says.

“If we go beyond two degrees [above pre-industrial levels], we will start to invoke processes that
can cause catastrophic sea level rise.”

“If all of Greenland was to melt, sea-levels could rise by seven metres. If all of Antarctica melted,
they could rise by 60 metres,” he warns.

“We know we have to adapt. But we have a choice about how fast it's [sea-level rise] going to get,”
says Horton.

Tune in as we talk about:
What are the scariest tipping points?
What happens when Arctic ice disappears?
Climate impacts on Indigenous people
How much will sea-level rise vary by?
Nature-based solutions and tipping points
The need for a price on carbon

Source: https://www.eco-business.com/podcasts/tipping-points-how-close-is-the-world-to-a-
climate-calamity-domino-effect/
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Carbon footprint labels aim to steer more green buying

Companies are starting to label their products, from food and drink to cosmetics, to show how
their products impact the climate — but will consumers understand?
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A global push for carbon labelling was announced in February by cosmetics industry giants, including Estee
Lauder Companies, Johnson & Johnson Consumer Health, L'Oréal Group and 33 others. Image: JAPANKURU, CC BY-
SA 3.0, via Flickr.

Thomson Reuters Foundation
5 minute readMay 20, 2022

Nutritional breakdowns, ethical trade branding, recycling information - and now estimates of a
product’s climate impact.

Consumers across the globe are starting to see a new kind of information on goods packaging,
indicating the level of planet-heating gases emitted by making the items they are buying.

This fresh wave of efforts at “carbon footprint” labelling is being praised by some as empowering
consumers to help tackle climate change - but criticised by others as confusing at best, and
greenwashing at worst.

Danielle Nierenberg, co-founder of Food Tank, a US-based think-tank, said a carbon-labelling
system has “been in the works for a while” but companies needed time to research it properly, “so
we’re just seeing it now”.

Numi Organic Tea, a California-based company that sources 130 ingredients from 26 countries,
will start putting carbon labels on its teas this summer, after tracking their emissions since 2015.


https://www.flickr.com/photos/136397349@N04/
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/3.0
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/3.0
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Carbon footprint labels aim to steer more green buying

Now is the time - consumers are interested. Even if they don’'t know what a gram of carbon is, it
begins to develop the carbon literacy in our consumers and in society writ large.

Jane Franch, vice president for strategic sourcing and sustainability, Numi Organic Tea

Figuring out the teas’ carbon footprint required studying farm management practices, processing
equipment, energy use along the supply chain and more, said Jane Franch, company vice president
for strategic sourcing and sustainability.

“That was the first step in our journey — wrapping our minds around what is the impact, and
looking for places where we can reduce (it),” she told the Thomson Reuters Foundation.

The effort has included pushing tea factories to start using cleaner energy and more energy-
efficient equipment, she explained.

Numi packaging will carry a label that includes a single, product-specific number: a kilogram of
carbon-dioxide equivalent, broken down by ingredients, transport, packaging and even the energy
required to boil water at a tea-drinker’s home.

“Now is the time - consumers are interested,” Franch said. “Even if they don’t know what a gram of
carbon is, it begins to develop the carbon literacy in our consumers and in society writ large.”

Numi joins a growing group of companies that have begun carbon labelling, particularly in the
United States and Europe - from brands including plant-based-meat producer Quorn to
electronics maker Logitech and household goods giant Unilever.

There are also broader efforts, such as a global push announced in February for the cosmetics
industry, which includes Estee Lauder Companies, Johnson & Johnson Consumer Health, L’Oréal
Group and 33 others.

Some even want a system that is obligatory for all.

“Publishing the climate impact of food products should be mandatory and standardised, just as
with nutrition labels,” said a spokesperson for Swedish oat milks producer Oatly, which is leading
a petition to the German government on the issue.

Denmark and France are already looking at creating their own consumer carbon labels, while the
European Union is aiming to come up with a draft for a broader eco-label by 2024.

‘No longer niche’

The food and beverage industry is at the centre of the push for carbon labelling, given its outsize
climate impact.

The global food system accounts for about a third of carbon emissions, according to the UN Food
and Agriculture Organisation.

But until recently, most efforts to reduce food-related emissions focused on production, said
Edwina Hughes, head of the Cool Food Pledge at the World Resources Institute (WRI).



https://www.quorn.co.uk/company/press/quorn-unveils-carbon-footprint-labelling-of-its-products-and-calls-on-other
https://www.logitech.com/en-us/sustainability/carbon-labeling-measuring.html
https://www.unilever.com/news/news-search/2021/carbon-footprints-now-its-personal/
https://www.oatly.com/en-us/stuff-we-make/climate-footprint
https://coolfood.org/
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Carbon footprint labels aim to steer more green buying

“We've made loads of progress in the last 50 years, but we haven’t looked at consumption as
much. That’s pretty significant - if you don’t look at shifting diets, you won’t get where you need
to” in terms of curbing climate change, she said.

Some simple interventions appear to offer great potential.

For instance, adding messages at the top of menus nearly doubled the proportion of diners
choosing plant-based dishes, according to WRI research published in February.

The Cool Food program runs a carbon labelling initiative that includes a “badge” on menu items,
indicating that they meet nutritional standards and have a smaller carbon footprint than
researchers say is needed to achieve key climate goals.

Panera Bread, which has 2,100 North American locations focusing on business lunches, was the
first restaurant chain to adopt the badge, in 2020.

The company had measured its carbon footprint since 2016, but that information was not reaching
consumers, said Sara Burnett, its vice president of food beliefs and sustainability.

“We know there are two sides to this coin - what we choose to put on the menu, how we source.

But the flip-side is consumers: they really impact our business significantly by what they choose,”
she added.

About half of Panera’s online menu options carry the badge, with a goal of raising that to 60 per
cent by 2025, including by working with supply chain vendors and developing new products.

“This is no longer something that is just the niche green consumers looking for responsibly
sourced and raised products,” Burnett said. “It's the everyday consumer that is now looking for
that.”

And consumers are starting to take notice, said Carmen Castillo, assistant general manager at
MOM'’s Organic Market in Rockville, Maryland, near Washington DC.

“It's a newer label, and it creates conversation - people want to know what it means, if it’s real and
how it affects them,” she added.

Too much information?

Little is yet known about how consumers react to carbon labels, although globally 54 per cent of
respondents to a 2021 survey by environmental consultancy Carbon Trust said they would be more
likely to pick a product with such a label over a similar one without.

Burnett said Cool Food-branded meals have sparked a particularly positive response on social
media.

Yet some worry the flurry of efforts could muddy the waters.
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Carbon footprint labels aim to steer more green buying

“This is a confusing time for consumers because there are all of these labels,” said Food Tank’s
Nierenberg.

Many labels and certifications “put so much onus on the consumers” to understand and act, she
said, warning of an increased risk of greenwashing or “climate-washing”.

According to the European Commission, there are more than 450 environmental labels in use
globally today, including about 80 reporting initiatives and methods for carbon emissions.

“Some of these ... are reliable, some not,” it said in an online policy document.
Brands, too, are expressing concern.

“What we need is the adoption of a harmonised, global standard for eco-labelling so people don’t
get information overload,” said Archana Jagannathan, senior director of sustainability for PepsiCo
Europe, in emailed comments.

But too much focus on how labelling shapes buying behaviour may be missing the point, warned
Michael P. Vandenbergh, director of the Climate Change Research Network at the Nashville-based
Vanderbilt Law School.

As carbon labelling sees substantial growth worldwide, there is evidence it works “even if
consumer responses are limited”, he noted.

Amid rising pressure from investors, governments, employees and clients, simply having a label
can push companies to find efficiencies that reduce their carbon footprint, he said.

Already 80 per cent of the biggest firms in seven of the largest global sectors - including retail
stores, auto manufacturing and lumber production - put environmental requirements in their
supply-chain contracting, he added.

Carbon labelling is not a panacea, Vandenbergh said.

“But (it) is a piece of a much larger system that can function even if the national government
process is inadequate - which it is,” he added.

This story was published with permission from Thomson Reuters Foundation, the charitable arm of
Thomson Reuters, that covers humanitarian news, climate change, resilience, women’s rights,
trafficking and property rights. Visit http://news.trust.org/climate.

Source: https://www.eco-business.com/news/carbon-footprint-labels-aim-to-steer-more-green-
buying/
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MARINE HARITAT Qrgaric raf buds sre putip in Sub'e Boy on Briday ax part of a
- DONTRALTRO SNl TS

20 al temd 1Ak 0N Project (D ated by Sangkalicasan Preducer Coced

GROUPS STRENGTHEN EFFORTS TO PROTECT ‘PAWIKAN
NESTING SITE, CORAL REEFS IN SUBIG BAY

By Joanna Rose Aglibot
@joannaglibotINQ

SUBIC BAY FREEPORT—Car-
rying trash bags, local licensed
scuba divers wenl into the wa-
ters off All Hands Beach Resort
here on Friday to collect under-
water garbage as part of a mul-
tisécroral Initiadve to protect
the marine and coastal environ-
ment in this economic zone.
The divers were tapped by
a proup composed of officials
from several government and
private organizations wha have
héen involved in the conserva-
tion of a major pawikan (marine

tes (Eretmochelys imbricata).
Almost all the seven species
of sea turtle have been classified
as threatened or endangered due
to poaching and ocean pollution.
. Castillo said several adult ol
ive ridley sea turtles lay eggs at
All Hands Beach area every year,
“Female baby pawikan will
always return to the beach
where they were born to lay
eggs in the next 20 o 25 years.
So it's important to protect
their nesting sites,” she said on
Friday during the launch of the

coastal cleanup drive here.
Mark : ayrit, chair of Bright-
erday Sub.c Ltd. Inc. that oper-

turtle] nesting site and the res-
toration of damaged coral reefs
in Subic Bay since 2012,

Marife Castillo, Provincial En-
vironment and Natural Resources
{Penro) chief of Zambales, sald the
activity kicked off their celebra-
non of the Month of the Ocean,
which has been observed In the
country annually since 1999.

Threatened
On Friday, a memorandum
of agreement to protect Subic
Bay’s marine habitat was signed
by Castillc on behalf of Penro
and the representatives from
the Subic Bay Metropolitan Au-

ates All Hands Beach, said the
resort had already released
around 8,000 sea turtle hatch-
lings since it opened in 2052

Reefl buds

Sangkalikasan, an environ-
mental conservation organization,
has also been conducting a coral
augmentation project at All Hands
Beach by creating artificial coral
reefs that serve as fish sanctuaries.

The group has been drop-
ping organic reef buds some
50 meters from the beach area.
Reef buds are a technology of
artificial reef construction in-
vented by the late Austrian gea-

tharity {SBMA), Sangkalikasan
Praducer Cooperative, the Phil-
ippine National Police Macitime
Group and All Hands Beach.

The waters off All Hands
Beach is among the seven major
areas inside the free port that
have been identified by the De-
partment of Environment and
Natural Resources (DENR) as
nesting sites for marine turtles,

According to the DENR, three
of the seven species of sea turtle
in the world can be found in Zam-
bales province. These are the ol-
ive ridley sea turtles {Lepidochelys
olivacea), green sea turtles (Chelo-
nig mydas) and hawksbill sea tur-

scientist Dr. Harald Kremnitz
and Filipino Benjamin Tayag Jr.
Rolen Paulino said intensifying
their efforts to restore balance in
the ecosysterm would also be bene-
ficial to the local tourism Indiistry.
“We want to preserve the
wildlife inside the Subic Bay
Freeport while maintaining the
area as the No. 1 tourist destina-
tion in Central Luzon,” he said.
Police Col. Fernando Cunanan
Jr., chief of the PNF Regional Mar-
itime Unit 3, said his unit had ar-
rested thousands for illegal poach-
ing and at least 30 peaple invalved
In the illegal trade of wildlife, mo

MAORA  CAROOM
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The agency
will provide
assistance in
monitoring
and managing
marine turtle
hatcheries and
will solicit active
participation of
stakeholders
in the project,
rehabilitate
degraded
marine turtle
habitats by
enhancin
recovery
mangroves and
coral reefs,
and installation
 of a wildlife
enforcement
officer.

ir

BY JONAS REYES

SUBIC BAY FREEPORT — The
Subic Bay Metropolitan Authority
(SBMA) is pushing for the construction
of a nesting site for marine turtles
and & coral garden nursery as the
agency and other stakeholders signed
amemorandum of agreement (MoA) ab

many of these marine mammals lay
their eggs at the beach of the resort,

He added that under the MoA, a
coral garden mursery will be established
at the waters of the beach resort that
will increase the number of coral reefs
in the waters of Subic Bay.

The two projects are in partnership
with the Department of Erwironment
and Natural Resources’ Provincial
Environment and Natural Resources

Omoe (PENRO), Philippine National
Poliee Regional Maritime Unit 3,

, Bngltetdav&ﬂcltd.lnc.,uﬂthe

ecosystem with the tourism industry.
We want to preserve the wildlife
inside the Subic Bay Freeport while

ing the area as the number
one tourist destination in Central
Luzon,” Paulino said.

Meantime, PENRO Zambales
director Marife Castillo said that the
MoA signing for the preservation of
the sea turtle nesting site and the
construetion of the coral nursery

garden is timely.

nesting 51te seen

As part of the agreement, the
agency will provide assistance in

recovery of mangroves and coral
reefs, and installation of a wildlife
enforcement officer.

The SBMA aims to balance the
ecosystem with the tourism
industry, We want to preserve

the wikdlife inside the Subic Bay
Freeport while the
area as the number one tourist
destination in ¢

According to Brighterday Subic Ltd.
Inc. chairperson Mark Dayrit, the two
projects will be done in their beach
resort. Brighterday Subic is the owner
of All Hands Beach Resoxt, and has
been conducting pawikan preservation
and sea turtle hatchling release since
starting operation in 2012,

Under the MoA, the company
will ensure the vigilant monitoring
of pawu(an sightings and coral

support to the SBMA Harbor Patrol
in the conduct of maintenance and
protection activities,

Mearwhile, Sangkalikasan Producer
Cooperative is set to conduct baseline
assessment. and monthly monitoring of
reef buds. The cooperative will spearhead
the actual conduct of monitoring,
mainterance and protection of the site
of the coral nursery garden.

[
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According to Brighterday Subic Ltd.
Inc. chairperson Mark Dayrit, the two
projects will be done in their beach
resort. Brighterday Subic is the owner
of All Hands Beach Resoxt, and has
been conducting pawikan preservation
and sea turtle hatchling release since
starting operation in 2012,

Under the MoA, the company
will ensure the vigilant monitoring
of pawu(an sightings and coral

support to the SBMA Harbor Patrol
in the conduct of maintenance and
protection activities,

Mearwhile, Sangkalikasan Producer
Cooperative is set to conduct baseline
assessment. and monthly monitoring of
reef buds. The cooperative will spearhead
the actual conduct of monitoring,
mainterance and protection of the site
of the coral nursery garden.
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Aboitiz Group
calls on Holistic
Approach for
greener EDSA

A T T
Manila’s iconic highway into a thriving green, mobile *

ing EDSA requires a holistic plan and
weall havea N_;phy%hlﬂh-ﬂn%d
the Green Movement and it is clear that we must

all work 5 if we want to burn this into a reality,
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COASTAL CLEAN-UP. About 50 volunteers from Abaitiz Construction, locsf
government units of lloifo City and other volunteers from the private sectar team up
mmMWWmmmmdemmmamww«
Arive in Barangay Sto. Nifo Norte loilo City. More than 160 Kilograms of solid wastes.
Mhdndephsﬂcandpawmbbishmwlxﬁdbymwm }
- s 2

segregated and disposed accordingly, o ey

-
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PASIG RIVER. (Mark Balmores)

} Pasig River and the expressway:
From the perspective of history

A asig River is not only a passive

geographical location in history,

but it is also an active space and

historical actor in the shaping
of history. This is according 1o the work
of Ms. Analyn B. Murioz, doctorate stu-
dent of history at the University of the
Philippines- Diliman.

Her research on the Pasig River has
become part of the discussions among
heritage advocates who are voicing their
opposition and concemn over the proposed
Pasig River Expressway (PAREX), a19.37
km six-lane, all elevated expressway
which will be built on top of the Pasig
River with the aim of providing an al-
ternative link to the business districts in
Metro Manila.

What would the construction of an
elevated expressway on top of one of the
mast important rivers in the metro look in
its long history? An online interview with
Ms. Munoz, citing her previous presen-
tations on the history of the Pasig River,
enlightened us on the subject matter.

_Pasig River in history

The formation of the Pasig River
began 6,000 years ago, said Mufoz in a
Webinar held by UP Manila for the Quin-
centennial Commemoration, even before
the city of Manila had any land to stand
on. In fact, along the banks of the river,
studies have revealed the development of
three bygone kingdoms in the country:
Tundun, Sapa, and Manila.

During that time, the Pasig River
or the Manila River, was the primary
transport route. Ina 2018 study of Mufioz
presented at a Manila Studies Conference,
she guoted a Spanish governor-general
who said it was Manila’s first highway, “if
by highway, we meant a major transport

route.”

The river was also a major source of
water and livetihood for those who lived
near it. People used it for various reasons
such as bathing and drinking, and the
land arc *nd the river is very fertile which
producea ot of materials people could
use for construction. Houses were also
ariented towards the river because of the
comfort it brings since almost everything
you need can be found along its banks.

The industrialization brought about by
the American period altered the develop-
ment of transportation and prioritized the
construction of paved roads and railways
for motorized vehicles. The importance of
the Pasig River — as a major transport
route and source of comfort and livelihood
— slowly diminished with the precedence
of land -based transportation and the river
continued to be poliuted as the number of
people increased in the city, Muiioz said
in the interview.




STRATEGIC
COMMUNICATION

urre

THE NATION'S LEADING NEWSPAPER

"'hskﬂ'_liwwmtﬁﬁ‘}— ot Y

MANILAS*BULLETIN Ei=

srony Siony

B5=2 -22

DATE

and has proposed an alternative to it- a
Pasig River Esplanade (PARES), similar to
that of the loilo River Esplanade which
he designed.
Pasig m; presumed and rightfully
understood by many as part of the coun~
try’s natural heritage. It is central to our
history and culture because, as history
reveals, our identity and culture as Ta-
gopuudlummmhmdm

Tiver,

Therefore, I share the sentiment
of Renacimiento Manila who said d;
the construction of PAREX is a “huge
flhmum:dn Filipino nation” — it
isa 1o Philippine history and
cdhni‘omthel’.ﬁﬂmwﬂum
expressway h,l:ghﬁdnhhbq
and forgetting what was once central to
our culture and way of life,
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Suzuki Burgman riders undertake
cleanup ride in Pasig

joined a one-day
clean-up drive and
h 9 cleared the Rave
Forest  Adveniure
Park in Pasig City
- the of trash -
MRISC  AWHTENess
sbout  peohlems
of rising levels of
pollution.
The Burgman
OVER 200 Suzuki Burgman Street nders Experience
joined a cne-day clean-up ride at the Rave  Interestingly, Burgmen - Strest  users
Forest Adventure Park m Pasig City 10 were in unison with their praises aboul the
raise awareness about the pressing problem  scooter, which they said is the best  its
of rising levels of pollution thet burt the segment- perfect for work, leisure travel,
envirorument. directly or in : and long nides. .

The Suzuki Clean Up Ride s past of the  The Suzuki Burgman Street comes with
Suzuki Helps, Aids & REbuilds (SHARE) a 125ce, 4-stroke, single-cylinder, SOHC,
poglmmdwaspam:wdt?'&mh 2-valve engine that boasts of up to 53.50
Burgman Steet Elite Riders Club PH's  km/L consumption. It has sufficient power
different chspiers from  Pasig, South for city rides, and its smooth CVT
Caloocan, Malsbon, Quezon City, Laguoa, sutomatic makes nding effortless that it
Rmm&ﬁ:u“ﬂumdm ‘requires only a simple twist of the wrist to
F%“m”mh"amm!sm&m Burgman Street also chums out’ 8.58
this manner, it solidifies the fact that the hp and 10.2 Nm of torgue. The air-cooled

Sweet is a very important product  and  fuel-injected (Fi) engine is efficient
1o Suzuki Philippines,” sco toNenuka  and straightforward enough for daily tasks
Guh.m Mareting at uround the city, while remaining smooth and
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Editorial
Govt must exercise caution in
considering mining expansion

“YHE recent decision of the provincial board of South
Cotabato to lift the ban on open-pit mining in that
province was disappointing, and raises concerns that

a new, reckless push to expand mining under an incoming
administration perceived to be more favorable to it may be
under way. President-elect Ferdinand Marcos Jr, and his yet
to be named economic and environmental managers should
be wary of these efforts and exercise caution in considering
whether or not to allow more mining in the Philippines.

The proposed mining project directly affected by the de-
cision of the South Cotabato authorities is the Tampakan
Copper-Gold Project of Sagittarius Mines Inc. (SMI), located
about 50 kilometers north of General Santos City, The mining
site is said to contain nearly 3 billion tons of low-grade copper
ore and about 18 million ounces of gold, and would become
the largest mine in the Philippines if it became operational.

The project has also been one of the most vigorously
contested in the country. In 2010, the province of South
Cotabato derailed SMI's plans by imposing the now-lifted
ban on open pit mining, which was reinforced by a nation-
wide'ban in 2017. The latter was lifted last year as part of
the government's Covid-19 recovery plan. In the meantime,
SMI had run afoul of the authorities in the municipality of
Tampalkan, which in 2020 canceled a development agreement
with the mining firm, calling it “lopsided against residents
and the community." | :

In terms of its potential impact on the area, the Tampakan
praject would generate a great deal of economic benefits in
the form of direct revenues and jobs, but at a steep social
and environmental cost. Development of the mine site
would displace an estimated 4,000 members of the B’laan
indigenous community from their ancestral land, and result
in the clearance of more than 3,900 hectares of forest. The
mine would also break into the aquifer, according to some
environmental assessments, affecting groundwater supplies
and rivers in the region. |
way in which the South Cotabato provincial government re-
scinded its ban, just a week afier the general election when
the public’s attention was naturally directed elsewhere. The
implication is that some politicians in&tpmhthlm.
ment acted in bad faith; whether that is actually true or not,

=

a decision on -mmwhviu such a long-term effect on the
province should have been delayed until after the ew term
Ui beosn. " Comed Ol aer o )
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Rigorous imﬁ’m ‘ae in M A |
tntluding end-to-end plans for mitigating mﬁmmnl
impact and ldllbﬂhnhg-ldn;
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THE Department of Pub-
lic Services (DPS) in
Manila has collected a
total of 52.6 tons of dis-
carded election para-
phernalia from main

ary and of
publk schools in the
districts,

%PS chief Kenneth

second-

of the DPS had been con-
ducting daily dnning
and

’-n chnauu ln:hiver-

'?L

and gbfmry
everL the Team Man-
clean the Manila Bay Rox-
as Boulevard daily.

were tasked to

ﬁg in riverways and es-

by the
ch Warriors, who
toclean the

declo&ums:am“ l‘B

~done daily

By Edd Reyes
nila used to be flood-
areabutdue to con-

dWMﬁM¢N

Lo z: , O major

ﬂood;ng incidents have
since 2020.

1 said thatsince

July 2019, different teams

hhﬂmgnuuinmgc'tv
araw dahil
zni me.‘,urmum

collection s
aﬁcfmm
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_ WHAT'S THE SOUND
OF SAVING THE I'I.AH-E;T.E

by human development d encroachment. For the Philippines,
pa;u’n:_o!wtﬂ;iwasomaenwvemd“ ﬁnu&,tbisbitpolyemliﬁegg
now reduced to.,. three percent. -
That's the storyline Nat Geo's Expedition: Edeth series (launched
: Day) manages to convey by focusing on very localized

an engineer, helped fight to create the Masungi
ummw.s&mo&?nmme,mmm
; byt?leD which named the 8
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- On the trails of Masungi Georeserve

instead of conserving ﬂuhgaﬂymnd&dmpemmtandaﬂmnrmg
development in the remaining 70 per-
cem,they'wﬂippdﬂwsaipthamgi
phd@dbp!%gmofﬂebm

watersheds and spedes, with only

ecotourism activities allowed in the remain-

ing 30 percent.

.gmm!nsde'{otedﬂ\atwpem

what stewardship is about,” days Ann. “So
it’smtjustfm&xesakeofvisi&yaplm
it's tourism that transforms you.

evenasit iodiversity, is

a disaster-risk mitigation infrastructure: whatever happens to these
areas affects everyone downstream,” notes Ann.
fulltime onstaff, Ann says they still
md"vohnhm”mwppmdhm(m&kbehw).}\nd
even though the lands are protected by law, there's ptishback — some-
times viclent — from aperators, politidans, law enforcement
2:“-&:& Py "o &amgu mf::nﬂne .

'm 2
e AJ_.adydhpg:" nd reports from the ground provide
empower 10 other groups like Masungi, wha have a record for
conservation, who are really passionate conservation,” she says.

“You could'technically recover that watershed in record time.”
If the Expedition series drives home
mepqin:.it’smateﬁons:hmhasg

Dumaliangs’ are happening all over
—whether protecting songbirds in South-

meﬂ mm&mh:dmﬁshmdnem

y . Or waterw dwindii

wes EARTH “= 4 oiipp — driven by indivichaa

;
E<
/

erRatICTTaE WL efforts passionate actions.

— “That's the thing about conserva-

'ﬂM"“' tion, it's not som that you achieve

- Sy | overnight,” says “Forests -

| e

at raphic Expedition: Earthis hosted pace of nature. rtunately,
by Lily Seda _ mwnm,ﬂu(salf??\cmmofm.

Visit hitps:/flinktr.celexpedition.earth to tune into new “Expedition:

Earth" podcas! episodes every Friday at 5 itipn: Earth” is co-

ﬁé’;wmmmbup:” e Geareserve Ecopark, vrsit
gzt oy g el
at ywﬁ" =i . Y .
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Explore Banwa Private Island at its greenest

RERN 2oz enn 15 cwere
traguent trarelice’s
besbhoptscect Teia

the peslss: vppartuniy tn

< pbosw Baziws Frivgee Laland

salars nazare (2 ko Bull bhoos:

ireen 1£5000 medas & cizziug

10 che war s and yuxay agro-
ings, ideal for rvimaniag, hik
ing, nearhy sland edvesitices
and aurdnor azilvicdes. The

2, e h Breess (s the
Aaysmoee relaging, Ladizg, |, |
Paradlee @ whaterer you 3

Setie 2 peatime manine
a=etiasy in Nocth-eastzcn
Palawar, Bamws Privace Sslund
Eacses g nm sy beach fran:
vAins wrapped in *he s3ade of
gelbm eeees and racked In losh

designed cosir le h;rm:.n\

-Cwough the peie

with nacere, sachw fla sruly
offere the luvney oF space for o
pate rogtcal hlasawey. Wilks
ug by Lo geotle hum of rhe
waves, ~th the gon glasnmmg
= veranda
Gtbeclag uuchstcusted vicws
of L e llnax turgasiee wr
in.

Vian yous wland eeaps @
Banwi Private Liland cffecs

s veaoderd, alttactive wlie
izclunve Crean Sea0:n races
srarting May 202 Yo omore
information wod enoelties,
please esrrace che Raserva.
tiahs beam theaugh nabyls
Wheizhe g +BI 18085 504,
wrm on emall te renerws
riansy dan ez iwareiald o4 e
or vislt wwiw Banwnpeivorets
lord.com.
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For the third time, Palaui Island is still a charim

WO & s my N e Baomong Gu

ORE than a decade has
ssed since [ first journeyed

to Palaui Island. Back in
those days, | was still in my earliest
phase of exploring the Philippines.
Cagayan Province, being in the farthest
northeastern part of Luzon, seemed
like a foreign country to me back then.

Paiasi Ialand as amonyg
that hagtized me inesa
dering. Since them 3 15 your e

Loceting it ot the map | et
out, myeelfand s couplenl fema s
friends. smatciy that would leave
abeautifulsel of pemembicances cde felt nothing bat & wrikeme
ymemory rault. Afte: 215 and intagral part of journeying
Sour Gus rde o Sia Ana Ca- Cherelore. Falaul Ifamd, aside
garan fallowad By 3 Lhree-hour trom 25 exceprioma) Geauty, re-
van oide, 3 half-hawr boat rsde wales & specidl place
trek The second Lo 1 eadde it Lo

{ Com ealand was (0 2037, a0 part of
fo Lakbay Nocte 3 media famibas
socrergeniaed by NLEX 10
promote destie arionsin Northern

and froaliv 4 theeesh
Tentom e
id Cape Enp
Aghtheome stands

I consider my first travel e

Lazw areding by thartmed 5ua
from Manily, wa vilted several
finces in Capopan Valley capped
off by & turbulent sen jou riey 0
“alwsiand spardy Augulb Beach

My Pilas ) tedogy provided me
4 differear sec ced At
each turn and eves for the rd
time. Pal .

< Racure and
m Touriam Greult

AETEA 2 rvv -paar ham cmwisleory
duetothe pandemic, Palasildland
Procecrecd Lapdscaps and Sea-

v tenpened on March
3, 2022, Ths time, the Dep
mens

i Iedand rems

‘ourtem [DOT) snd BC
Ragiom 2 arecurrantly promatieg
§ rarure and asventure teorism
tirvadt in the ergion that would
inc.odn thiateland
. Wiy de ed toutealme
10 leverage the pops larity of the
leland an

uy sdventuse seehers

eraznd promotethe
Province ae gact of am Wimrary
thatcan decompietedin J-5 days

Iawited by (he 00T o jole the
Stve Vlidatom of the said touss

nm oute and in collabosation
with a 0xem Lowr Sperstors, wy
tesned the chrouit by viskting the
Places and experleccing varioo
activities 10 ape f it weould &
pealto trmwelars and entcs them
10 explore more of the proviece

Othar than Palavi Esland, wy
wd 4 communizy e Cann

) where we wemr on & firefly
watching vonrin 1he pvening and
afterward, has Snpar with the
community garticipanms o DOT)
“Kadinarya” prograw—and inary
eathpalge Lhat Ay 1o promote
local culsrae, On our third day
we experien rad hele Fshing with
locsl fghsrmen where we wit
nessnd thelr treditional methad
of carehing the “sspada” ar hlagk
seabbardfish. Alsa, gart of thy
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By Prof. Enrique
M. Soriano i
@INQ_Property

0 manage debt and

unite a divided nation

are some of the top pri-

oritles of presumptive
president Ferdinand "Bong-
bong" Marcos Jr., but these
are obviously motherhood
statements.

At this time, the transi-
tion team may have already
recognized that the party is
over and it is high rime that
everybody rolls up their
sleeves. Qur debt to GDP
ratio is Inching closer to ab-
normally high levels and in
a recent survey splashed in
social media, 4 out of 10 fam-
ilies who were interviewed
felt they were poor,

With the current state
of affairs tilting towards an-
other recession as a result
of internal (debt) and exter-
nal (geopolitical) challeng-
es, draconian measures are
needed to keep the economy
afloat. In a recent interview,
Marcos said he will hit the
ground running. Without
a doubt, he should and he

_-must. There is no time left.
<" The next 24 months will de-

fine his presidency.

According, to a iﬁbltat

-_.'for Humanity report, it is
.« pstimated tbat around 40
-'percent-—a-ln same cases, 75

percent—of the population
In fast growing cities in de-
veloping countries is housed
in squatter settlements with-
out basic services. Cities are
growing at an unexpected
and exponential rate, often
not aligned to urban plan-
ning and development. Many
people are moving from ru-
ral areas to cities for work,

- and since the cities are not

' .able to expand at the same
pace, most of them end up
in slums—overcrowded ar-
eas, with inadequate access
to safe water or sanitation,
poor structural guality of

. _dwellings and insecurity of
2 tenure.”

~In the Philippines, 70
million people live in sub-
. standard housing, and this is
projected to grow to 113 mil-

lion people by 2030. Housing .

indicators are sliding back-
‘wards. Rapid urbanization is
driving precarious construc-

tion in oftentimes precarious
locations.
Generally speaking,

housing can be considered
affordable if its cost (mort-
gage or rent) is below the 30
percent of the household in-
come. If a family pays more
than 30 percent of their in-
come for housing, it is con-
sidered a cost burden,

The pandemic alone dis-
placed thousands of people,
compromising their cash
flow and forcing them to pay
more than so percent of their
annual household income on
housing, thus living in con-
ditions of unaffordability,
Some borrowers are likely to
default but that segment is
on the affordable side.

What coficerns me is the
state of the informal set-
tlers—those who - have no
credit standing and
are classified as “un- u.z
bankable”. This de-
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: has suffered for
decades and is in dire need of
soclal housing support.

For the incoming adminis-
tration to cover a wide swath
of socialized housing policy
initiatives, 1 wauld like to of-
fer some pieces of advice by
enumerating actionable plans
related to a Housing and Re-
cavery Initiative (HRI). This is
a social program with an over-
arching objective of easing the
burden of the majority of our
population who are still living
in filth and sub-normal condi-
rions.

As of last count, seven
million houses are neaded to
stem the lide of a growing
base of informal settlers, and
if we annualize the stagger-
ing shortfall, current capacity
can only construct anywhere
from 2 percent to 3 percent

ly needs. Every year, social
honsing continues to elude
those who need them the
most and it is gettlng worse.

of what the country urgent- .

The HRI goal is to ease the
burden of housing costs over
time by boosting the supply
of housing multifamily dwell-
ing in every town ar city. The
plan must include legislative
and executive actions with the
objective of closing the hous/
ing supply shorcfall in 10 years,
gtarting with the canstruction
of thousands of housing units
under a funding facility guaran-
teed by local government units

-and supported by dedicated fi-

napcing institutions.

The Department of Hu-
man Settlements and Urban
Development {DHSUD} must
play its part as the aggregator
of all these services. Effective-
ly, it must form the backbane
of the housing ecosystem. The

‘stakeholders (landawners, the

contractors, construction sup-
pliers, financial institutions, de-
velopers and the end users) can
then fuel the initiative,

When aligned with oth-

er policies to reduce housing
costs and ensure affordability,
closing the gap will mean more
affordable rents and more at-
tainable homeownership. As
part of the integrated HRI plan,
the new leadership must collec-
tively summon its energy to ed-
Ucate, promate, plan, enhance
and initiate the following ac-

ton plans dedicated solely for
lower income groups.

I am sharing some of the go-
to action plans that the appoint-
ed executive and legislative
branches can champion:

®  Classify, identify and
pilot slum areas and rehouse
their residents in new standard
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density development;

tional, local, and COVID-g

channeled to affordable hous-
- ing supply;

® Provide addirional tax
credlts to private dewvelopers
engased in copstructing social-
ize housing;

® Enact laws to protect
government-initiated  supply
of homes and other housing
inltlatives to make sure the
beneficiaries are really the end
users; and

sector to address supply chain
challenges, price fluctuations
and improve bnudlng efficien-
cles

\l

. J

: mm«.msmmcm
mprove dlrmrofwwhdvisoty
Group

® Promote the use of na-’

recovery funds so it can be re-

& Work with the privaté
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FROM THE SEAS TO SPACE

China, US racing to make billions from mining the moon's minerals

By BRUCE EINHORN

Ria

(

ymberg N

e

HERE'S going to be a new

world order out there, and

we've got to lead it,” US
President Joe Biden said after Russia’s
war in Ukraine upended global
geopolitics. Far from Earth, that
transition is already happening.

Just Iike in the era of Spurnik
and Apollo more than halfa centu-
ry ago, world leaders are apain rac-
ing to achieve dominance in outer
space. But there's one big differ
' and the So-
viet Union hashed out a common
set of rules at the United Nations,
this time around the world’s top
superpowers can't on
basic principles to govern the next
generation of space activity

The lack of cooperation be
tween the US and China on
uplmmlon 1s part icularl Y dan-
gerous in an era where the cos-
mos are becoming more crowded
Billionaires like Elon Musk and
Jeff bczo< along with emerging
such as Rwanda and the

the 1S

n
ence! \n! ereas

even agree

space

Their inability

P}:jlf:.)pirm are launching more
and more satellites to bridge the
digital divide and explore com-
mercial opportunities

Who will set the rules?

THE stakes are even higher when it
comes to the US and China, which
are erecting economic barriers in
the name of natignal security as
ideclogical divisidns widen over
the pandemic, political repression
and now VI adlmnr Putin’s war.
to cooperate on
space risks not only an arms race,
but also clashes over extracting
potentially hundreds of billions of
dollars’ worth of resources on the
moon and elsewhere

*Our concern in the West is
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FROM THE SEAS TO SPACE

| China, US racing to make billions from mining the moon’s minerals

———

.more sbout who sets the rules of
the road, particularly access to
resources,” said Malcolm Davis,
a former official with Australid’s
defense department who now re-
searches space policy at the Abs-
tralian Strategic Policy [nstitute in
Canberra.

“The biggest risk is you have
two oppuosite set of rules,” he
said. “You could have a Chinese
company on the moon in the
2030s claiming territory with a
resource on it, in the same way
the Chinese have claimed the en
tire South China Sea.”

Geopolitics of space

THE geopolitics of space, once a
frontier that brought rivals to-
gether for the pood of human-
kind, are now mirroring the com
petition on Earth pitting the US
and its allies against China and
Russia. And just as Beijing and
Moscow have blamed American
military alliances in Europe and
Asia for stoking tensions over
Ukraine and Taiwan, Chinese
state-run media has warned the
US now wants te sat up a “space-
based Nato."

At the center of the disputeis
the US-drafted Artemis Accords,
a non-legally binding set of prin-
ciples to govern activity on the
moon, Mars and beyond. The ini.
tiative, which Nasa says is gzound-

zmﬂﬁﬂns
e war began.

President Xi J
shortly before

They are yoint!y ‘pumoﬁng an
alternative project on the moon
they say is open to all other coun-
‘tries: the International Lunar Re-*
“gearch Station.

Omofc!ﬁm‘iﬁmnpmblmw

ed in the 1967 Quler Space Treaty,
forme the foundation of the epace
agency's effort to put astronauts
on the moon this decade and kick
start mining operations of lucra
tive lunar elements.

So far 19 countries have
agreed to support the accords,
including four—Romania, Co-
lombia, Bahrain and Singapors—
that signed up after Putin's inva-
sion spurred a US-led effort to
isolate Russia. Underscoring the
divide, Ukraine was an early Ar-
temiz club member after Presi-
dent Voladymyr Zelenskiy's gov-
ernment signed in late 2020,

The accords are part of an ef
fort by the Biden administration
ta establish "a broader and com-
prehensive set of norms” for space,
Vice President Kamala Harris said
in an April 18 speech at Vanden-
berg Space Force Base, about 250
km northwest of Los Angeles.

“As we move forward, we will
remain - focused on writing new
rules of the road to ensure all
space activities are conducted in a
responsible, peaceful, and sustain.
able mannez,” she said. “The United
States iz commitvad to lead the way
and to lead by example.”

China and Russiz have led

pposition to the accords, vowing
gteater space cioperation in early
February as part of a “no limits"
partnership When Putin visited

nate areas of the moon as “safety
zones —regions on the lunar sur-
face that others should avoid. For

~ the Americans and their Artemis
partners; the enchusive areas ave a

way to comply with cbligations un-

der the Quter Space Trezty, which
requires countries to avoid “harm-
ful interfersnce” in space.

" CoNTINUEDON A2
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To Chinsa, bowevey, the safuty
woes are thinly disguised kand
grab: in vickatioa of internationa)
Law. Beijing wants any cule-ma king
to be gettled at the UN, where it
an couct on support from a wider
Froup of cousnveries sager For friend
by ties with the wiozids second big
gest ecomonmy:

“It's e the US woke up and
socled the coBes,” the oficial O

a2 Daily proclzimed n a January
editorial cthat criticized how Nasa
“inveniod” the conoeps of safety
zone; w allow goveroments or
companies to reserve areas of the
~mocn. “The world is ao longer io-
terested in its divisive, hegemonic
sthernes "

Chins has good reason co be
nwspagaous of US effittagin ypace
American legislation first pussed
i 2011 prevents Nuws from ot
inteeactions with its Chioes cmn-, . 7
terpart, and the US has blocked
Chine from waking part 4, the In
terrationad Space STAtmIn-—a io—
that simply prossed Beidog to | |
bl ita own. '

“China was left ou :rf',hntd'ﬂg. o
and now ¥t's gotng 1ts own way. s, |
Linmin Hirnes, an asstscant i
sor &t che US Alr War Cellage whe
bas snudied the Chiness space pro-
gram. “Thar ralses the challergd as
to whathers yoit can have 3 cohsvent~
system of rules I outer space when
gou have two difurent misions of w-
der and theys Eo't any eoaperation” ‘

Matching US capabiities

THE hpad of che Russlan apace pro-
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FROM THE SEAS TO SPACE

. Roacosraog derectar
"‘R?:\ziu, o Ml Apc i aug; i
thet Russin had decided to quit
the Inte rnasianal Space Station be-
cwsse of Weatern sanctions on Rus-

plars wo use 10 take hurmani o the
macr: and Mars,
Japan and South Kurss, both

v )
R B s . e e A e (0

owing UX-based satellite gperstor
OneWeb Lad.'s cancellation of plads
to launch its Joa-Earlh orbit sl

it Ercam ilatnvasion of Ukraine. Artemis Accords signatories, lites sbeard Russisn rwkels

While Russia’s pxe program have lanar misslons in the works. “Ihe iogacl oo the Rissian
wis alrendy in dechine before Pu- So does Indks, the largeac space space peogram is going (o Le disas.
Yia's war, t;‘-ina iz awiftly moving faring nation yer to cammic 10 trous.” said Jonathan McDowell,

toward %% sl of matchiag US

either the American or the Sino-

an agrraphysiciss at the Cenrer for

capabilities in g ce China écame Russian teame Putin also vowed Astrophysirs, which is opsraxed by
the first country Lo wend a probe ro List month to ‘restare the moon Harvard Universiry and the Smith-
the far side of the mouvn in 7018, pragram,” sonian Instirutton

and lasz pear il became only the
second nation after the US to el
& rover on Mars

On Mareh 10, China launched
& Long March rocker from
sauthere ksland province of Hain

“The meon ik i play,” sad
Steven Fres arwd, vicewchair of a
working geous on Jegal sapecis of
spate resource activity fur the UN's
Cammittee en tre Peoceful Uses of
Outer Space Preefand, an enmeri-

Although China deesn't need
Russian expertise, Xi's bong-term
strasesdic caleulus means Bedjing 5
unlikely 10 abandon Moscow in an
effors o win more potential part-
vers. Putln's 10p space offictal has

an to deliver cargotothe Niangong, 1 s profeasor of international law aleendy wiled for greacer coopria-
the orbiting spacecrals that Befjing at Viestern Sydney Universiy, ex- ticn with China.

plant to complees this year—mak- pects o 3o rhe start of rfforts “We wurk well with our Chi
g China the only counery to oper extract resesrces from the lunar nese (remly” Roscosinos director
ate its own space station. lhe fol- suriuce by e eud ol 1w deiere. Rogoz i aaid in an interview wikh
Jowing month, i ardered officialy Unlike Eaxth, the wwnn sy Chinese  state-run  brosdcaster

1o build & world-leading spacecraft
launch site in Hainac,

asnitmin larye aamourdsof helivn 3,
aw ivoiopne polenually nsefel as an
abervutave Gy weaninn far nckear

OGTH released on April 4. “To be
friends in space, we must e frienda
aa Barth”

Af's ‘mternal dream’ pomer plants because o' nat The sarme appears to hold 1rue
“TO explore the vast coseon, de divartive (Dinese atan- media ia for adversacies, In a sign of what
velop the space inxdustry and build U4 i e w1 "wnnetinies could ga weong, without 8 common

China intc a space power is our
eiernal dream,” Xigaid in the inteo-

selerred (o a5 e Peesign Gull of
the solar spsben,” wih experts

oot of cales in space, the US and
China rraded accasations in récent

duction 1o 2 white paper on China's believing 5900 tens of wal wuld monthe auer twe iocidents last
apace program relaased in Janupry, be replaced by aboul three table- yeir inwolving satellites launched
whick 2ald Ching plare 1o launcha | at helium-3 | Ly Mask's SpacaX that Beijing said
robetle lanar mission around 2025, | While there’ not yet prool | come dangeroudy closs tats sebit

China may be able to send astea
nauts o the moon for the first time
by 2020, Ye Peljtan, chief designer
of China's Arst lunar prode, told
state meedia at the ime

“China wants really hadly to
be spen 2 the NASA of the Fu-
ture,” gaid Michelle Hanlon, co-
divactar of the Center for Airand
Spare Law at the Unbverslty of
Missisaippt and editerIn-chlef of
the Journal of Space Law, “it wants

thas helium 2 can do what bowst-
era claimy. Ciinese ezsearchers ans
already locking For the elemenr in
emoon rocks brought back ro Barch
in late 2020 by ane of Chinas lu
nar mistiont. The moon couklalso
prove valuable as a soucce of water.
taken From ice at the lunar poles,
to make rocket fuel that could
power inlssuns to Mars and other
places I the splar system.

T'or now, the US sppears w be

ing space slation

After Ching lodged a come
plart wirh the ON. the US said a
porfication wasn't necessory—ioe
plying Beijing exaggrrared rhe risk
Thax Irked China even more, with
Farelgn Mindstry spakesman Zhao
Lijian gaying the US dldn'r reply to
emails 1o discuss the incident and
wasn't “showing the due respan-
sible attitude a3 8 s pace power

‘The epissde points to Chiea's

1o Le that leader. China feels that ahead in win®ing over nations to bigger problem with the Artemis
its China's tims,” its interpretakion of rules tor up- Accord s Bejjmg 13 upset abaut
As 1he U3, Chinaand other ma- erating in :phes. As the Artein bring beft owl of the process and

tlons tarzet the moor, the need co
establish rules te aveid conftict is
tecoming more urgent

Nasa in April conducteg tests
for the launch of Artenis |, the
first American spacecraft o aim
tor the moon since Apolle 15 in
1972, Whike this wicsion will be
fully ruboric, Nassas goal is 1o sepd
astronaes to the oon arvesd
2025 —imehuding Use firki woun-
an-—and build & buse canp on the
lunar surface.

Mush's  Spare  Baplorativs
Technologie: Curp. will conduet 2
test fhight from Texas in the next

Accords gainh uew aignalories,
China is stdl waiting lur snotles
leader besides Futin (o feam up
on the Internationad Lunar Ke-
search Stat on

Chirmer glue vudia eported
i Mann b dval stegustialians wese
witdes way with the Burapean Space
Ageay, Thalland, the Uniced Arab
Enates axd Sawdi Arabia sbaut
Luking partiin the cival vieon bage,
Bul Russiaz war in Ukiaoe will
likely anake the project inuch bess
appealitg 1 suie nathons,

The Buropean Space Agency
on Mawch 17 suspeiwhed a plan

presswred 1o accept gwinciples that
were cvafled by the 118 uwmtead of at
tha UN, accarding to Jeisica West,
senmy  researcher and mapagieg
wdilor tor the Space Security Index
propect at Project Floughshares. the
peace research institute of Yhe Ca
nadian Council ot Churches

The conbict over who mahes
the rules she added, shows the
workd bas lots of work left w awond
aclashin space.

“I'm nat suze peopde eapecied
ke explosion of space activily thal
bappened,” West said. "We'ne just
nat adequately prepared.”
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DOH, OCTA see uptick in Metro Manila COVID-19 cases

By CNN Philippines Staff
Published May 20, 2022 12:37:53 PM
Updated May 20, 2022 4:02:00 PM

OO/ NALUTAKFACEBOCS |

Metro Manila (CNN Philippines, May 20) — The National Capital Region (NCR) has recorded an
increase in new COVID-19 cases over the past week, OCTA Research reported on Friday.

The independent research group said the daily average number of new infections in Metro Manila
rose to 71 from 59 — or by 19% — during the May 13-19 period, compared to the preceding week.

The Department of Health (DOH) confirmed the recent uptick in infections, but it said its data
indicate the increase was just by 17%. DOH explained to CNN Philippines that its records show
Metro Manila logged an average of 69 — not 71 — new cases daily the past week.

Meanwhile, OCTA also reported that the region’s reproduction rate — or the number of people
infected by a single case — climbed from 0.76 to 0.90, or from “low” to “moderate” classification.

It added that the one-week average daily attack rate — or the number of new cases daily per
100,000 population - slightly rose from 0.42 to 0.50.

NCR'’s positivity rate remained at 1.2%, with an average of 11,476 tests conducted daily, while its
hospital care utilization rate also didn’t move at 22%.

Overall, OCTA noted that NCR remains at “low risk” for COVID-19.

The health department also pointed out that the two-week growth rate in the region is still
negative at -17%.

“Moreover, this slight increase in cases [does] not translate into increases in admissions or
utilization rates which remain at low risk ranging 19-23% of total and ICU beds in the capital
region,” DOH said.


https://www.cnnphilippines.com/cnn-website/search/?queryStr=CNN%20Philippines%20Staff
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DOH, OCTA see uptick in Metro Manila COVID-19 cases

Based on the latest government data, the country has 2,139 active COVID-19 cases after 195 were
added on May 19. This is out of a total of over 3.68 million people infected since the pandemic
started.

Over 3.62 million patients have recovered, while 60,452 were confirmed to have been killed by the
viral disease.

Source; https://www.cnnphilippines.com/news/2022/5/20/OCTA-NCR-increase-Covid-19-cases-
19-percent.html
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NCR daily Covid-19 average up 19% in recent week: OCTA

By Ma. Teresa Montemayor May 20, 2022, 4:55 pm

MANILA - The daily average of new Covid-19 cases in the National Capital Region increased by 19
percent for the week of May 13 to 19 compared to the previous week, the OCTA Research Group
said Friday.

In a tweet, OCTA Research Group fellow Dr. Guido David said NCR's seven-day average of new
cases for May 13 to 19 is 71 which is 12 cases higher compared to that of May 6 to 12 at 59.

"Its one-week average daily attack rate increased from 0.42 to 0.50 but remained very low, less
than one. The reproduction number increased to 0.90 which is moderate from 0.76 which is low,"
David said.

NCR's positivity rate remained at 1.2 percent.

In a Viber message, the Department of Health (DOH) said that while cases in the NCR in the
recent one week are slightly higher by 71 (17 percent) from the previous week, its two-week growth
rate remains negative at -17 percent and its average daily attack rate is at 0.47 cases per 100,000
population as of May 19. "With these metrics, NCR remains at minimal risk case classification," the
DOH said.

A slight increase in cases was also noted but this does not translate into increases in admissions or
utilization rates which remain at low risk, ranging from 19 to 23 percent of total and intensive care
unit beds in the NCR, the DOH added.

"Let's likewise get vaccinated and boosted for the added protection it provides against the Covid-
19 virus. New Covid-19 virus variants may emerge and may cause a spike in cases if immunity is
not secured through vaccination and boosters," it said. (PNA)

Source: https://www.pna.gov.ph/articles/1174985
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