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Sampulna Welcomes Tuddao as DENR-IAS Director 

 Friday, May 20, 2022 Journal Online 

 

 

Department of Environment and Natural Resources (DENR) Acting Secretary Jim O. 

Sampulna (middle) hands over the DENR flag to newly-designated Internal Audit Service (IAS) 

OIC Director Vicente B. Tuddao (right) during the turnover ceremony of the IAS Directorship on 

May 12, 2022. Tuddao served as the Assistant Regional Director for Technical Services of DENR 

MIMAROPA prior to his new assignment. He replaces IAS outgoing director Al O. Orolfo (left) 

who was assigned as director of the DENR Foreign Assisted and Special Projects Service. IAS is 

composed of the Management Audit and Operations Audit divisions. It is tasked to render 

assistance and advise the Secretary on all matters relating to operations and management 

controls; conduct management and operations audits of the Department’s functions, programs, 

projects and activities and determine the degree of compliance with its mandate, policies, 

government regulations, among others. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Source: https://journal.com.ph/sampulna-welcomes-tuddao-as-denr-ias-director/ 
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DENR distributes land titles in Northern Mindanao 

May 19, 20222 min read 

FINALLY, A LANDOWNER! Recipients of free land title proudly display the signed documents 

with DENR officials during the awarding ceremony. 

By Rjhay E Laurea 

MANILA — The Department of Environment and Natural Resources (DENR) has awarded land 

titles to 415 qualified grantees in Northern Mindanao recently through its “Handog Titulo” 

program. 

In a ceremonial program last May 6 at the DENR Region 10 Multi-Purpose Court in Cagayan de 

Oro City, Original Certificates of Title (OCTs) were distributed to 200 grantees in Bukidnon, 10 in 

Camiguin, 20 in Lanao del Norte, 35 in Misamis Occidental, and 150 in Misamis Oriental. 

DENR Acting Secretary Jim O. Sampulna said he hopes that the land titles will help the lives of the 

recipients. 

“More than just providing security of tenure to landowners, I encourage all patentees of 

agricultural lands to make their land productive. Make this a tool to improve the quality of your 

lives and that of your children,” said Sampulna. 

The land titles were part of the 4,000 free permits aimed to be distributed in Northern Mindanao 

before the end of 2022. Apart from agricultural free permits, the grant also has residential and 

special free rights. 

DENR Undersecretary for Legal, Administration, Human Resources, and Legislative Affairs 

Ernesto D. Adobo urged the grantees to make good use of the land titles to help spur economic 

activity. 

“This title—this piece of paper—is a good vehicle for the patentees to spark economic activity. 

There are financial institutions where you can get a loan and make use of your piece of land to the 

maximum and to be able for your piece of land to produce the desired revenue,” said Adobo. 

DENR-Northern Mindanao Regional Executive Director Henry A. Adornado said the land titling 

program was tackled in line with President Rodrigo Roa Duterte’s directive to rush the job and 

issuance of public land patents to qualified grantees. 

To back the government’s 10-point socioeconomic agenda, the Handog Titulo program of the 

DENR also aims to spur socio-economic development, mostly in the countryside. (EGR/ai/mtvn) 

 

 

 

 

Source: https://maharlika.tv/2022/05/19/denr-distributes-land-titles-in-northern-mindanao/ 
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Govt must exercise caution in considering mining 

expansion 

May 21, 2022 

 

THE recent decision of the provincial board of South Cotabato to lift the ban on open-pit mining 

in that province was disappointing, and raises concerns that a new, reckless push to expand 

mining under an incoming administration perceived to be more favorable to it may be under way. 

President-elect Ferdinand Marcos Jr. and his yet to be named economic and environmental 

managers should be wary of these efforts and exercise caution in considering whether or not to 

allow more mining in the Philippines. 

The proposed mining project directly affected by the decision of the South Cotabato authorities is 

the Tampakan Copper-Gold Project of Sagittarius Mines Inc. (SMI), located about 50 kilometers 

north of General Santos City. The mining site is said to contain nearly 3 billion tons of low-grade 

copper ore and about 18 million ounces of gold, and would become the largest mine in the 

Philippines if it became operational. 

The project has also been one of the most vigorously contested in the country. In 2010, the 

province of South Cotabato derailed SMI's plans by imposing the now-lifted ban on open pit 

mining, which was reinforced by a nationwide ban in 2017. The latter was lifted last year as part of 

the government's Covid-19 recovery plan. In the meantime, SMI had run afoul of the authorities in 

the municipality of Tampakan, which in 2020 canceled a development agreement with the mining 

firm, calling it "lopsided against residents and the community." 

In terms of its potential impact on the area, the Tampakan project would generate a great deal of 

economic benefits in the form of direct revenues and jobs, but at a steep social and environmental 

cost. Development of the mine site would displace an estimated 4,000 members of the B'laan 

indigenous community from their ancestral land, and result in the clearance of more than 3,900 

hectares of forest. The mine would also break into the aquifer, according to some environmental 

assessments, affecting groundwater supplies and rivers in the region. 

Critics have also bitterly condemned the "underhanded" way in which the South Cotabato 

provincial government rescinded its ban, just a week after the general election when the public's 

attention was naturally directed elsewhere. The implication is that some politicians in the 

provincial government acted in bad faith; whether that is actually true or not, a decision on a 

matter having such a long-term effect on the province should have been delayed until after the 

new term of office began. 

The Tampakan project is emblematic of the conundrum mining presents to the Philippines 

generally: The potential economic benefits are too significant to dismiss completely, but those 

benefits cannot be collected without some degree of permanent harm being done to the 

environment and communities. 

We believe the best way to solve this riddle would be for the government to approach mining with 

caution, not necessarily with skepticism, but with a clear and consistently enforced set of 

standards that must be met before mining is possible. Communities should not be displaced, 

particularly indigenous communities that are an irreplaceable part of our national culture and 

heritage. 
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Govt must exercise caution in considering mining 

expansion 

 

 

Rigorous environmental protections must be in place, including end-to-end plans for mitigating 

environmental impact and rehabilitating mining areas, before any approval is granted, and special 

attention should be given to preventing adverse impacts on freshwater supplies, which are 

becoming critical all over the country. 

 

Finally, mining must be a value-added economic activity; simply harvesting the country's finite 

mineral resources and exporting them, which is all that is done now due to the lack of 

downstream industries in the Philippines, is pure exploitation. Any mining development should 

be carried out in conjunction with the development of industries that can maximize the value of 

our national treasure. Mining imposes costs on the country that are permanent no matter how 

carefully mining is done; any benefits from mining, therefore, should benefit future generations as 

much as it does those who are only looking for short-term profits. We do not believe that is 

impossible, but if it cannot be assured, then mining should be avoided. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Source: https://www.manilatimes.net/2022/05/21/opinion/editorial/govt-must-exercise-caution-

in-considering-mining-expansion/1844445 
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Source:  

https://www.facebook.com/385030801902812/posts/1403950043344211/?app=fbl 
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DILG: Comelec dapat atasan ang mga kumandidato alisin 

ang kanilang campaign materials 

By Mer Layson(Pilipino Star Ngayon)  
- May 20, 2022 - 12:00am 

 

  

Election campaign tarpaulin materials were brought to Marikina City Environment and Management Office recovery 

area for proper deposal after the removal operation from different barangay in Marikina City. 

Walter Bollozos 

MANILA, Philippines — Dapat umanong hikayatin ng Commission on Elections (Comelec) ang 

lahat ng kandidato sa katatapos na May 9 polls na alisin na ang kani-kanilang mga campaign 

materials. 

Ayon kay Department of the Interior and Local Government (DILG) Undersecretary Jonathan 

Malaya, nanalo man o natalo ang kandidato ay responsibilidad nitong magtanggal ng campaign 

materials na kanilang ipinaskil noong nakalipas na panahon ng kampanyahan. 

“Sana mahikayat ng Comelec ang mga kandidato…Manalo man o matalo, magkaroon ng programa 

ang Comelec kung saan pagsasama-samahin niya lahat ng mga kandidato at sila ‘yung mag-iikot 

para magtanggal ng mga campaign material,” ani Malaya sa panayam sa telebisyon. 

Matapos na makipag-team up sa iba’t ibang local government units at Metropolitan Manila 

Development Authority (MMDA), iniulat ng DILG na mayroon nang tinatayang 600 toneladang 

mga campaign materials ang kanilang naalis sa National Capital Region (NCR) hanggang nito 

lamang Mayo 19 o 10 araw matapos ang halalan. 

Target ng ahensiya na matapos ang pagsasagawa ng post-election cleanup sa NCR ngayong linggong 

ito. 

Samantala, naghihintay pa umano ang DILG ng update mula sa kanilang regional offices hinggil sa 

estado ng cleanup ng campaign materials sa mga lalawigan. 

 

Source: https://www.philstar.com/pilipino-star-ngayon/metro/2022/05/20/2182406/dilg-comelec-

dapat-atasan-ang-mga-kumandidato-alisin-ang-kanilang-campaign-materials/amp/ 
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'TRAPALIT': Where do campaign tarps go? In Biñan, they 

end up in gardens, fish hatchery 

Published May 20, 2022, 2:42 PM 
by Carla Bauto Deña 
 

 

BIÑAN CITY, Laguna – Where do campaign tarpaulins go now that the election is over and they 

have served their purpose? 

 

Here in Biñan City, they get a reincarnation – as seedling bags and breeding containers for fish. 

 

 

 

Tomato seedlings in seedling bags made of recycled campaign tarpaulins (Carla Bauto Deña / MANILA BULLETIN) 

 

The Office of the City Agriculturist has recently launched a program called Trapalit. According to 

Organic Sector City Agriculturist Gladys C. Caspe, for every tarpaulin donated to the office, the 

donor gets a vegetable seedling, a set of vegetable seeds, and a bag of fertilizer. 
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'TRAPALIT': Where do campaign tarps go? In Biñan, they 

end up in gardens, fish hatchery 

 

 

Vermicast and vegetable seeds distributed by Biñan City Agriculture Office in exchange for campaign tarpaulins 

(Carla Bauto Deña / MANILA BULLETIN) 

 

“Kasama rin sa conservation and preservation initiatives ng aming opisina. At least, hindi na 

madagdagan ang basura, makabawas, and then beneficial pa (It’s part of the conservation and 

preservation initiatives of our office. At least, we lessen waste and use it for something 

beneficial),” City Agriculturist Antonio P. Aguilar told the Manila Bulletin in an interview on 

Friday, May 20. 

 

Some of the tarpaulins are sewed into small bags used to distribute vegetable seedlings. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

STRATEGIC  

COMMUNICATION &   

INITIATIVES  

SERVICE 

Headline 

Editorial 

Column 

Opinion 

Feature Article 

 



May 21, 2022 

Date 

 3 of 4 

Page 

 

 

 

 

'TRAPALIT': Where do campaign tarps go? In Biñan, they 

end up in gardens, fish hatchery 

 

 

Seedling bags made of recycled campaign tarpaulins (Carla Bauto Deña / MANILA BULLETIN) 

 

Bigger pieces, on the other hand, are attached to plastic crates and are used to breed ornamental 

fish such as swordtail, guppy, and molly. Fish Sector Agricultural Technologist Dennis Caponpon 

Dechetan explained that their office breeds fish for aquaponics. 

 

A fish breeding container made of recycled campaign tarpaulin and a plastic crate (Carla Bauto Deña / MANILA 

BULLETIN) 
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'TRAPALIT': Where do campaign tarps go? In Biñan, they 

end up in gardens, fish hatchery 

 

Alongside the in-house tarpaulin upcycling program, the office will also donate a part of the 

collected tarps to Anahaw Laguna, which turns them into farming items, such as rice drying mats. 

A boom in urban agriculture during the pandemic 

The agriculture office has seen a spike in home gardening since the onset of the Covid-19 

pandemic. In fact, they have recorded a 300 percent increase in requests for gardening materials 

since 2020. 

“Nagkaroon na ng initiative ang tao, let’s say survival mode, na meron silang makukunan ng food 

na hindi bibili. Kukunin na lang from their own backyard (People had the initiative, let’s say 

survival mode, to have a food source and they would not need to buy. They can get if from their 

own backyard),” city agriculturist Aguilar said. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Source: https://mb.com.ph/2022/05/20/trapalit-where-do-campaign-tarps-go-in-binan-they-

end-up-in-gardens-fish-hatchery/ 
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Source: 

https://www.facebook.com/100066665920039/posts/345714834327378/?app=fbl 
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Aboitiz Construction, Iloilo LGU team up for a coastal 

clean-up drive 

 

Published 16 hours ago  
on May 20, 2022 01:34 PM 
By TDT  @tribunephl 
 
 

 

 

 

About 50 volunteers from Aboitiz Construction, Local Government Units (LGUs) of Iloilo City and 

other volunteers from the private sector teamed up with the Iloilo City Environment and Natural 

Resources Office (CENRO) for a coastal clean-up drive in Barangay Sto. Niño Norte, Iloilo City 

recently. 
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Aboitiz Construction, Iloilo LGU team up for a coastal 

clean-up drive 

 

Over 160 kilograms of solid wastes that include plastic and paper rubbish were collected by the 

volunteers, properly segregated and disposed accordingly.  About 50 environment-friendly posters 

were also hung around the barangay vicinity to remind the residents of the campaign. 

“We are grateful to Aboitiz Construction for their participation in this activity. This proves that both 

public and private sectors should work hand in hand in promoting environmental sustainability,” 

said Mary Jean Irisari, CENRO Environmental Management Specialist. 

“Staying true to our core value of Responsibility, we partner with LGUs in fulfilling our commitment 

towards environmental sustainability. We encourage our team members to volunteer and embody 

our mission to build a better future,” said Nina Ylagan-Pedro, Aboitiz Construction’s Vice President 

for Corporate Affairs and Services. 

The Aboitiz Group has championed and aligned with the United Nations’ Sustainable Development 

Goals (SDG). The SDG #12 which refers to  Responsible Consumption and Production is Aboitiz’s 

anchor in developing a unified waste management framework called ‘Wealth out of Wastes.’ The 

Aboitiz Group advocates its initiatives like the Waste Management Program to its host 

communities. Like Aboitiz Construction, its recent coastal clean-up drive fully supports CENRO’s 

program to conduct information education campaigns for  local residents. This is to reinforce the 

commitment to proper waste segregation, proper wastes disposal, recycling and reduction of 

domestic wastes. 

Last year, Aboitiz Construction organized capacity building programs that focused on effective solid 

waste management for government officials of Brgy. Pinamucan Ibaba and Simlong in Batangas City 

and Brgy. Buanoy in Balamban, Cebu. The company also donated materials to support the waste 

management efforts of the said barangays. 

Aboitiz Construction is currently building a 6,000 square-meter storage warehouse for La Filipina 

Uy Gongco Corporation (LFUGC) in Brgy. Ingore, Lapaz, Iloilo City. As LFUGC introduces new 

agricultural products in the market, this new warehouse will help in their inventory and logistics 

management. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Source: https://tribune.net.ph/index.php/2022/05/20/aboitiz-construction-iloilo-lgu-team-up-for-

a-coastal-clean-up-drive/ 
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Tourist arrival sa Boracay, naglalaro sa 6-K-8K bawat araw 

By Bombo Radyo Kalibo 
 -May 19, 2022 | 8:42 PM 

KALIBO, Aklan—Nananatiling mataas ang tourist arrival sa isla ng Boracay sa kabila ng 

nararanasang Habagat at mga pag-ulan sa lalawigan ng Aklan. 

Ayon kay Malay tourism officer Felix Delos Santos, naglalaro sa 6,000 hanggang 8,000 bawat araw 

ang domestic tourist arrival. 

Batay sa datos, mula Mayo 1 hanggang 7, nakatala sila ng kabuuang 100,302 na bilang ng mga 

turistang pumasok sa isla. 

Sa nasabing bilang, halos 10 porsiyento nito ay mga dayuhan. 

Nangunguna ang mga bakasyunista mula sa Amerika, Europe, Germany, UK, at ilang Asian 

countries gaya ng Korea. 

Matumal pa aniya ang pasok ng mga Chinese tourist dahil sa mataas na kaso ng Covid-19 sa 

kanilang bansa partikular sa Shanghai. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Source: https://www.bomboradyo.com/tourist-arrival-sa-boracay-naglalaro-sa-6-k-8k-bawat-

araw/ 
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Study: Global pollution kills 9 million people a year 

May 20, 2022 

A NEW study blames pollution of all types for nine million deaths a year globally, with the death 

toll attributed to dirty air from cars, trucks and industry rising 55 percent since 2000. 

 

That increase is offset by fewer pollution deaths from primitive indoor stoves and water 

contaminated with human and animal waste, so overall pollution deaths in 2019 are about the 

same as 2015. 

 

The United States is the only fully industrialized country in the top 10 nations for total pollution 

deaths, ranking seventh with 142,883 deaths blamed on pollution in 2019, sandwiched between 

Bangladesh and Ethiopia, according to a new study in the journal The Lancet Planetary Health. 

 

Tuesday’s pre-pandemic study is based on calculations derived from the Global Burden of Disease 

database and the Institute for Health Metrics and Evaluation in Seattle. India and China lead the 

world in pollution deaths with nearly 2.4 million and almost 2.2 million deaths a year, but the two 

nations also have the world’s largest populations. 

 

When deaths are put on a per population rate, the United States ranks 31st from the bottom at 

43.6 pollution deaths per 100,000. Chad and the Central African Republic rank the highest with 

rates about 300 pollution deaths per 100,000, more than half of them due to tainted water, while 

Brunei, Qatar and Iceland have the lowest pollution death rates ranging from 15 to 23. The global 

average is 117 pollution deaths per 100,000 people. 

 

Silent killer 

 

Pollution kills about the same number of people a year around the world as cigarette smoking and 

second-hand smoke combined, the study said. 

 

“Nine million deaths is a lot of deaths,” said Philip Landrigan, director of the Global Public Health 

Program and Global Pollution Observatory at Boston College. 

 

“The bad news is that it’s not decreasing,” Landrigan said. “We’re making gains in the easy stuff 

and we’re seeing the more difficult stuff, which is the ambient (outdoor industrial) air pollution 

and the chemical pollution, still going up.” 

 

It doesn’t have to be this way, researchers said. 

 

“They are preventable deaths. Each and every one of them is a death that is unnecessary,” said Dr. 

Lynn Goldman, dean of the George Washington University School of Public Health, who wasn’t 

part of the study. She said the calculations made sense and if anything. was so conservative about 

what it attributed to pollution, that the real death toll is likely higher. 
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Study: Global pollution kills 9 million people a year 

 

 

The certificates for these deaths don’t say pollution. They list heart disease, stroke, lung cancer, 

other lung issues and diabetes that are “tightly correlated” with pollution by numerous 

epidemiological studies, Landrigan said. To then put these together with actual deaths, 

researchers look at the number of deaths by cause, exposure to pollution weighted for various 

factors, and then complicated exposure response calculations derived by large epidemiological 

studies based on thousands of people over decades of study, he said. It’s the same way scientists 

can say cigarettes cause cancer and heart disease deaths. 

 

“That cannon of information constitutes causality,” Landrigan said. “That’s how we do it.” 

 

Mainstream thought 

 

Five outside experts in public health and air pollution, including Goldman, told The Associated 

Press the study follows mainstream scientific thought. 

 

Dr. Renee Salas, an emergency room doctor and Harvard professor who wasn’t part of the study, 

said “the American Heart Association determined over a decade ago that exposure to (tiny 

pollution particles) like that generated from the burning of fossil fuels is causal for heart disease 

and death.” 

 

“While people focus on decreasing their blood pressure and cholesterol, few recognize that the 

removal of air pollution is an important prescription to improve their heart health,” Salas said. 

 

Three-quarters of the overall pollution deaths came from air pollution and the overwhelming part 

of that is “a combination of pollution from stationary sources like coal-fired power plants and steel 

mills on one hand and mobile sources like cars, trucks and buses. And it’s just a big global 

problem,” said Landrigan, a public health physician. “And it’s getting worse around the world as 

countries develop and cities grow.” 

 

In New Delhi, India, air pollution peaks in the winter months and last year the city saw just two 

days when the air wasn’t considered polluted. It was the first time in four years that the city 

experienced a clean air day during the winter months. 

 

That air pollution remains the leading cause of death in South Asia reconfirms what is already 

known, but the increase in these deaths means that toxic emissions from vehicles and energy 

generation is increasing, said Anumita Roychowdhury, a director at the advocacy group Centre for 

Science and Environment in New Delhi. 
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Study: Global pollution kills 9 million people a year 

 

“This data is a reminder of what is going wrong but also that it is an opportunity to fix it,” 

Roychowdhury said. 

 

Pollution deaths are soaring in the poorest areas, experts said. 

 

Political will 

 

“This problem is worst in areas of the world where population is most dense (e.g. Asia) and where 

financial and government resources to address the pollution problem are limited and stretched 

thin to address a host of challenges including health care availability and diet as well as pollution,” 

said Dan Greenbaum, president of the Health Effects Institute, who wasn’t part of the study. 

 

In 2000, industrial air pollution killed about 2.9 million people a year globally. By 2015 it was up to 

4.2 million and in 2019 it was 4.5 million, the study said. Toss in household air pollution, mostly 

from inefficient primitive stoves, and air pollution killed 6.7 million people in 2019, the study 

found. 

 

Lead pollution—some from lead additives which have been banned from gasoline in every country 

in the world and also from old paint, recycling batteries and other manufacturing—kills 900,000 

people a year, while water pollution is responsible for 1.4 million deaths a year. Occupational 

health pollution adds another 870,000 deaths, the study said. 

 

In the United States, about 20,000 people a year die from lead pollution-induced hypertension, 

heart disease and kidney disease, mostly as occupational hazards, Landrigan said. Lead and 

asbestos are America’s big chemical occupational hazards, and they kill about 65,000 people a year 

from pollution, he said. The study said the number of air pollution deaths in the United States in 

2019 was 60,229, far more than deaths on American roads, which hit a 16-year peak of nearly 

43,000 last year. 

 

Modern types of pollution are rising in most countries, especially developing ones, but fell from 

2000 to 2019 in the United States, the European Union and Ethiopia. Ethiopia’s numbers can’t 

quite be explained and may be a reporting issue, said study co-author Richard Fuller, founder of 

the Global Alliance on Health and Pollution and president of Pure Earth, a non-profit that works 

on pollution clean-up programs in about a dozen countries. 

 

The study authors came up with eight recommendations to reduce pollution deaths, highlighting 

the need for better monitoring, better reporting and stronger government systems regulating 

industry and cars. 

 

“We absolutely know how to solve each one of those problems,” Fuller said. “What’s missing is 

political will.” (AP) 

Source: https://www.sunstar.com.ph/article/1929599/cebu/lifestyle/study-global-pollution-kills-9-

million-people-a-year 
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Tipping points: how close is the world to a climate calamity 

domino effect? 

 

"We have a choice about the speed of sea-level rise." The Eco-Business Podcast talks to climate 

scientist Professor Ben Horton about how close the world is to reaching crucial climate tipping 

points, and what can be done to stop runaway climate change. 

 

By Robin Hicks 
2 minute readMay 20, 2022 

 

Melting ice sheets. Dying coral reefs. The Amazon turning into savannah. These are known as 

tipping points, when an ecosystem is pushed to the brink by rising global temperatures, and a 

domino effect of climate disaster ensues. 

Once tipping points are reached, it is much harder to prevent climate events spiraling out of 

control — even if global warming is kept at bay by keeping a lid on emissions. 

 

Tipping points have long worried climate scientists, but recent studies have shown that some of 

these irreversible changes could happen sooner than expected. Some have started already. Rising 

temperatures are causing the melting of Arctic permafrost, which releases methane as it melts. 

Methane is a powerful greenhouse gas that causes further heating. 

The Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change’s most recent report warned that the planet has 

passed some crucial tipping points, and this will make adapting to climate change harder. The 

report warned: “Life on Earth can recover from a drastic climate shift by evolving into new species 

and creating new ecosystems. Humans cannot.” 

Singapore cannot survive 5 metres of sea-level rise. It will drown like a modern-day Atlantis. 

Professor Benjamin Horton, director, Earth Observatory of Singapore 
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Tipping points: how close is the world to a climate calamity 

domino effect? 

 

 

Professor Benjamin Horton, Earth Observatory of Singapore. Image: NTU 

 

Joining the Eco-Business podcast to talk about tipping points is Professor Benjamin Horton, 

director of the Earth Observatory of Singapore, and a professor at the Asian School of the 

Environment and Nanyang Technological University (NTU). 

The Briton recently travelled to the Arctic to study the effects of global warming on the North 

Pole’s ice sheets, and to understand how the melting ice could impact sea-level rise in Singapore. 

“Last summer it was warmer in Svalbard [in the North Pole] than in Singapore. That shows you 

how crazy the climate is,” he says. 

“If we go beyond two degrees [above pre-industrial levels], we will start to invoke processes that 

can cause catastrophic sea level rise.” 

“If all of Greenland was to melt, sea-levels could rise by seven metres. If all of Antarctica melted, 

they could rise by 60 metres,” he warns.  

“We know we have to adapt. But we have a choice about how fast it’s [sea-level rise] going to get,” 

says Horton.  

Tune in as we talk about: 

 What are the scariest tipping points? 

 What happens when Arctic ice disappears? 

 Climate impacts on Indigenous people 

 How much will sea-level rise vary by? 

 Nature-based solutions and tipping points 

 The need for a price on carbon 

Source: https://www.eco-business.com/podcasts/tipping-points-how-close-is-the-world-to-a-

climate-calamity-domino-effect/ 
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Carbon footprint labels aim to steer more green buying 

 

Companies are starting to label their products, from food and drink to cosmetics, to show how 

their products impact the climate – but will consumers understand? 

 

 

A global push for carbon labelling was announced in February by cosmetics industry giants, including Estee 

Lauder Companies, Johnson & Johnson Consumer Health, L’Oréal Group and 33 others. Image: JAPANKURU, CC BY-

SA 3.0, via Flickr. 

Thomson Reuters Foundation 
5 minute readMay 20, 2022 
 
 

Nutritional breakdowns, ethical trade branding, recycling information - and now estimates of a 

product’s climate impact. 

Consumers across the globe are starting to see a new kind of information on goods packaging, 

indicating the level of planet-heating gases emitted by making the items they are buying. 

 

This fresh wave of efforts at “carbon footprint” labelling is being praised by some as empowering 

consumers to help tackle climate change - but criticised by others as confusing at best, and 

greenwashing at worst. 

Danielle Nierenberg, co-founder of Food Tank, a US-based think-tank, said a carbon-labelling 

system has “been in the works for a while” but companies needed time to research it properly, “so 

we’re just seeing it now”. 

Numi Organic Tea, a California-based company that sources 130 ingredients from 26 countries, 

will start putting carbon labels on its teas this summer, after tracking their emissions since 2015. 
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Carbon footprint labels aim to steer more green buying 

 

Now is the time - consumers are interested. Even if they don’t know what a gram of carbon is, it 

begins to develop the carbon literacy in our consumers and in society writ large. 

Jane Franch, vice president for strategic sourcing and sustainability, Numi Organic Tea 

Figuring out the teas’ carbon footprint required studying farm management practices, processing 

equipment, energy use along the supply chain and more, said Jane Franch, company vice president 

for strategic sourcing and sustainability. 

“That was the first step in our journey – wrapping our minds around what is the impact, and 

looking for places where we can reduce (it),” she told the Thomson Reuters Foundation. 

The effort has included pushing tea factories to start using cleaner energy and more energy-

efficient equipment, she explained. 

Numi packaging will carry a label that includes a single, product-specific number: a kilogram of 

carbon-dioxide equivalent, broken down by ingredients, transport, packaging and even the energy 

required to boil water at a tea-drinker’s home. 

“Now is the time - consumers are interested,” Franch said. “Even if they don’t know what a gram of 

carbon is, it begins to develop the carbon literacy in our consumers and in society writ large.”  

Numi joins a growing group of companies that have begun carbon labelling, particularly in the 

United States and Europe - from brands including plant-based-meat producer Quorn to 

electronics maker Logitech and household goods giant Unilever.   

There are also broader efforts, such as a global push announced in February for the cosmetics 

industry, which includes Estee Lauder Companies, Johnson & Johnson Consumer Health, L’Oréal 

Group and 33 others. 

Some even want a system that is obligatory for all.  

“Publishing the climate impact of food products should be mandatory and standardised, just as 

with nutrition labels,” said a spokesperson for Swedish oat milks producer Oatly, which is leading 

a petition to the German government on the issue. 

Denmark and France are already looking at creating their own consumer carbon labels, while the 

European Union is aiming to come up with a draft for a broader eco-label by 2024. 

‘No longer niche’ 

The food and beverage industry is at the centre of the push for carbon labelling, given its outsize 

climate impact. 

The global food system accounts for about a third of carbon emissions, according to the UN Food 

and Agriculture Organisation. 

But until recently, most efforts to reduce food-related emissions focused on production, said 

Edwina Hughes, head of the Cool Food Pledge at the World Resources Institute (WRI).   
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Carbon footprint labels aim to steer more green buying 

 

 

“We’ve made loads of progress in the last 50 years, but we haven’t looked at consumption as 

much. That’s pretty significant - if you don’t look at shifting diets, you won’t get where you need 

to” in terms of curbing climate change, she said. 

Some simple interventions appear to offer great potential. 

For instance, adding messages at the top of menus nearly doubled the proportion of diners 

choosing plant-based dishes, according to WRI research published in February.  

The Cool Food program runs a carbon labelling initiative that includes a “badge” on menu items, 

indicating that they meet nutritional standards and have a smaller carbon footprint than 

researchers say is needed to achieve key climate goals. 

Panera Bread, which has 2,100 North American locations focusing on business lunches, was the 

first restaurant chain to adopt the badge, in 2020.   

The company had measured its carbon footprint since 2016, but that information was not reaching 

consumers, said Sara Burnett, its vice president of food beliefs and sustainability.   

“We know there are two sides to this coin - what we choose to put on the menu, how we source. 

But the flip-side is consumers: they really impact our business significantly by what they choose,” 

she added.  

About half of Panera’s online menu options carry the badge, with a goal of raising that to 60 per 

cent by 2025, including by working with supply chain vendors and developing new products.  

“This is no longer something that is just the niche green consumers looking for responsibly 

sourced and raised products,” Burnett said. “It’s the everyday consumer that is now looking for 

that.”  

And consumers are starting to take notice, said Carmen Castillo, assistant general manager at 

MOM’s Organic Market in Rockville, Maryland, near Washington DC.   

“It’s a newer label, and it creates conversation - people want to know what it means, if it’s real and 

how it affects them,” she added.   

Too much information? 

Little is yet known about how consumers react to carbon labels, although globally 54 per cent of 

respondents to a 2021 survey by environmental consultancy Carbon Trust said they would be more 

likely to pick a product with such a label over a similar one without.  

Burnett said Cool Food-branded meals have sparked a particularly positive response on social 

media. 

Yet some worry the flurry of efforts could muddy the waters. 
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Carbon footprint labels aim to steer more green buying 

 

“This is a confusing time for consumers because there are all of these labels,” said Food Tank’s 

Nierenberg. 

Many labels and certifications “put so much onus on the consumers” to understand and act, she 

said, warning of an increased risk of greenwashing or “climate-washing”. 

According to the European Commission, there are more than 450 environmental labels in use 

globally today, including about 80 reporting initiatives and methods for carbon emissions. 

“Some of these … are reliable, some not,” it said in an online policy document.  

Brands, too, are expressing concern.  

“What we need is the adoption of a harmonised, global standard for eco-labelling so people don’t 

get information overload,” said Archana Jagannathan, senior director of sustainability for PepsiCo 

Europe, in emailed comments.  

But too much focus on how labelling shapes buying behaviour may be missing the point, warned 

Michael P. Vandenbergh, director of the Climate Change Research Network at the Nashville-based 

Vanderbilt Law School.  

As carbon labelling sees substantial growth worldwide, there is evidence it works “even if 

consumer responses are limited”, he noted. 

Amid rising pressure from investors, governments, employees and clients, simply having a label 

can push companies to find efficiencies that reduce their carbon footprint, he said. 

Already 80 per cent of the biggest firms in seven of the largest global sectors - including retail 

stores, auto manufacturing and lumber production - put environmental requirements in their 

supply-chain contracting, he added. 

Carbon labelling is not a panacea, Vandenbergh said. 

“But (it) is a piece of a much larger system that can function even if the national government 

process is inadequate - which it is,” he added. 

This story was published with permission from Thomson Reuters Foundation, the charitable arm of 

Thomson Reuters, that covers humanitarian news, climate change, resilience, women’s rights, 

trafficking and property rights. Visit http://news.trust.org/climate. 

 

 

 

 

 

Source: https://www.eco-business.com/news/carbon-footprint-labels-aim-to-steer-more-green-

buying/ 
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https://fb.watch/d7xUhypr6Y/ 
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DOH, OCTA see uptick in Metro Manila COVID-19 cases 

By CNN Philippines Staff 
Published May 20, 2022 12:37:53 PM 
Updated May 20, 2022 4:02:00 PM 

  

   

 

 

Metro Manila (CNN Philippines, May 20) – The National Capital Region (NCR) has recorded an 

increase in new COVID-19 cases over the past week, OCTA Research reported on Friday. 

The independent research group said the daily average number of new infections in Metro Manila 

rose to 71 from 59 – or by 19% – during the May 13-19 period, compared to the preceding week. 

The Department of Health (DOH) confirmed the recent uptick in infections, but it said its data 

indicate the increase was just by 17%. DOH explained to CNN Philippines that its records show 

Metro Manila logged an average of 69 – not 71 – new cases daily the past week. 

Meanwhile, OCTA also reported that the region’s reproduction rate – or the number of people 

infected by a single case – climbed from 0.76 to 0.90, or from “low” to “moderate” classification. 

It added that the one-week average daily attack rate – or the number of new cases daily per 

100,000 population – slightly rose from 0.42 to 0.50. 

NCR’s positivity rate remained at 1.2%, with an average of 11,476 tests conducted daily, while its 

hospital care utilization rate also didn’t move at 22%. 

Overall, OCTA noted that NCR remains at “low risk” for COVID-19. 

The health department also pointed out that the two-week growth rate in the region is still 

negative at -17%. 

“Moreover, this slight increase in cases [does] not translate into increases in admissions or 

utilization rates which remain at low risk ranging 19-23% of total and ICU beds in the capital 

region,” DOH said. 
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DOH, OCTA see uptick in Metro Manila COVID-19 cases 

 

 

Based on the latest government data, the country has 2,139 active COVID-19 cases after 195 were 

added on May 19. This is out of a total of over 3.68 million people infected since the pandemic 

started. 

Over 3.62 million patients have recovered, while 60,452 were confirmed to have been killed by the 

viral disease. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Source: https://www.cnnphilippines.com/news/2022/5/20/OCTA-NCR-increase-Covid-19-cases-

19-percent.html 
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NCR daily Covid-19 average up 19% in recent week: OCTA 

By Ma. Teresa Montemayor May 20, 2022, 4:55 pm 

 

 

 

MANILA – The daily average of new Covid-19 cases in the National Capital Region increased by 19 

percent for the week of May 13 to 19 compared to the previous week, the OCTA Research Group 

said Friday. 

In a tweet, OCTA Research Group fellow Dr. Guido David said NCR's seven-day average of new 

cases for May 13 to 19 is 71 which is 12 cases higher compared to that of May 6 to 12 at 59. 

"Its one-week average daily attack rate increased from 0.42 to 0.50 but remained very low, less 

than one. The reproduction number increased to 0.90 which is moderate from 0.76 which is low," 

David said. 

NCR's positivity rate remained at 1.2 percent. 

In a Viber message, the Department of Health (DOH) said that while cases in the NCR in the 

recent one week are slightly higher by 71 (17 percent) from the previous week, its two-week growth 

rate remains negative at -17 percent and its average daily attack rate is at 0.47 cases per 100,000 

population as of May 19. "With these metrics, NCR remains at minimal risk case classification," the 

DOH said. 

A slight increase in cases was also noted but this does not translate into increases in admissions or 

utilization rates which remain at low risk, ranging from 19 to 23 percent of total and intensive care 

unit beds in the NCR, the DOH added. 

"Let's likewise get vaccinated and boosted for the added protection it provides against the Covid-

19 virus. New Covid-19 virus variants may emerge and may cause a spike in cases if immunity is 

not secured through vaccination and boosters," it said. (PNA) 

 

Source: https://www.pna.gov.ph/articles/1174985 
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