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DENR reminds public on importance of ocean 

conservation on Month of the Ocean 
I A N  O C A M P O  F L O R A   

May 12, 2022 

CITY OF SAN FERNANDO — The Department of Environment and Natural Resources (DENR) 

is reminding the public on the importance of the conservation of ocean waters as it joins this 

year’s celebration of the Month of the Ocean. 

 

“This year, we celebrate MOO with the theme, 'Protect and Restore Ecosystems and 

Biodiversity'," the DENR said. 

The theme was adopted from UNESCO's Ocean Decade Challenge 2, which is anchored in 

the United Nations Decade of Ocean Science for Sustainable Development (2021-2030) 

message, “The Science We Need for the Ocean We Want." 

 

The theme aims to understand the effects of multiple stressors on ocean ecosystems and 

develop solutions to manage and restore ecosystems and rich biological diversity found therein 

under changing environmental and social conditions. 

 

The celebration of #MOO2022 is a good opportunity to launch the major theme of Ecosystem 

Restoration which aims to prevent, halt and reverse the degradation of ecosystems on every 

continent and in every ocean. 

The Month of the Ocean (MOO) is celebrated annually every month of May by virtue of Pres. 

Proc. No. 57, issued in 1998. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Source: https://www.sunstar.com.ph/article/1928858/pampanga/local-news/denr-reminds-

public-on-importance-of-ocean-conservation-on-month-of-the-ocean  

 

https://www.sunstar.com.ph/author/969/ian-ocampo-flora
https://www.sunstar.com.ph/article/1928858/pampanga/local-news/denr-reminds-public-on-importance-of-ocean-conservation-on-month-of-the-ocean
https://www.sunstar.com.ph/article/1928858/pampanga/local-news/denr-reminds-public-on-importance-of-ocean-conservation-on-month-of-the-ocean
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DENR frees Philippine Serpent Eagle 

 
ZAMBOANGA. The Department of Environment and Natural Resources releases back to the wild a Philippine 

Serpent Eagle on Wednesday, May 11, at the Cogon Ecotourism Park in Dipolog City, the capital of Zamboanga 

del Norte. A photo handout shows a DENR personnel hold the eagle in preparation for the raptor's release to the 

wild. (SunStar Zamboanga) 

May 13, 2022 

THE Department of Environment and Natural Resources (DENR) has released back to the 

wild a Philippine Serpent Eagle in the province of Zamboanga del Norte, a DENR official 

announced Friday, May 13. 

 

Roservirico Tan, DENR regional information officer, said the Serpent Eagle was released 

Wednesday, May 11, at the Cogon Ecotourism Park in Dipolog City by personnel from the 

Community Environment and Natural Resources Office (Cenro) of Manukan, Zamboanga del 

Norte. 

Tan said the raptor was successfully retrieved by personnel of Cenro-Manukan after they 

received a message from the daughter of Florante Romende, a resident of East Poblacion 

village, Manukan, regarding a bird he rescued in their area. 

 

"Cenro Manukan personnel immediately responded to retrieve the wildlife which was 

identified as a Philippine Serpent Eagle," Tan said. 

 

He said the eagle was subjected to physical examination and observation and found to be in 

good condition, hence, the office released it at Cogon Ecotourism Park in Dipolog City. 

Philippine Serpent Eagles are classified as "Least Concern" by the International Union of 

Conservation of Nature (IUCN), but their population trend is observed to be decreasing. 

 

They are protected under Republic Act 9147, otherwise known as the "Wildlife Resources 

Conservation and Protection Act." (SunStar Zamboanga) 

 

 

Source: https://www.sunstar.com.ph/article/1928919/zamboanga/local-news/denr-frees-

philippine-serpent-eagle  

 

https://www.sunstar.com.ph/article/1928919/zamboanga/local-news/denr-frees-philippine-serpent-eagle
https://www.sunstar.com.ph/article/1928919/zamboanga/local-news/denr-frees-philippine-serpent-eagle
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Source: https://www.facebook.com/abscbnNEWS/posts/10160314245930168  
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The Tree of Fortune 
Issuance of a government permit paves the way for cultivation, propagation of ‘wood of the gods’ in 

Philippines 

BYJONATHAN L. MAYUGA MAY 15, 2022 

 
Agarwood chips. 

DO it right and a P12.5-million investment in agarwood production today, through the 
establishment of a one-hectare Aquilaria tree farm, can potentially yield as much as P500 
million after 10 years, says Australian businessman Benjamin Mead, founder and CEO of Iba 
Botanicals Inc. 

Along with his business partner, former Department of Agriculture Secretary Luis “Cito” Lorenzo 
Jr., Mead was first to invest in agarwood production in the Philippines. 

 
Agarwood-producing Aquilaria malaccensis seedlings at a tree nursery. 

Iba Botanicals, which is based in Zambales, has started selling imported agarwood seedlings. 
In five to six years, the company is expected to sell its own seedlings to prospective buyers. 

Huge demand, big opportunity 
“USING even the most conservative projection, it is an extremely profitable opportunity. What 
I want to do is encourage the people to plant because we want to grow the industry and we can 
see very strong demand for Philippine agarwood,” Mead added. 

Agarwood-importing foreign markets include Middle Eastern countries, China, India and Japan. 
The tree by-product is also used for perfumes, and countries in Europe are expected to source 
their raw materials in the Philippines, given that the country’s agarwood is the most sought-
after among agarwood products even in the black market. 

Estimated to be worth $8 billion a year on a global scale, the birth of the agarwood industry in 
the Philippines essentially began only last year when the Department of Environment and 
Natural Resources (DENR), through the Biodiversity Management Bureau (BMB), granted the 
first-ever Wildlife Culture Permit to Iba Botanicals. 

It has also secured the necessary import permits and went through a rigid process to secure 
its permit from the Bureau of Plant Industry under the Department of Agriculture. 

 

 

 

 

https://businessmirror.com.ph/author/jonathanmayuga/
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Mead: “Using even the most conservative projection, it is an extremely profitable opportunity. What I want 

to do is encourage the people to plant because we want to grow the industry and we can see very strong 

demand for Philippine agarwood.” 

The firm produces essential oils and is a pioneer in the business of producing essential oils 

from ylang-ylang (Cananga odorata), vetiver grass (Vetiveria zizanioides), and Elemi, which is 

produced from the resin of the Pili tree (Canarium luzonicum). 

Also known as the “wood of the gods,” agarwood is reputedly the most expensive forest product 

in the world. 

A kilogram of premium quality agarwood, sought for its fragrant resinous heartwood from the 

Aquilaria tree that naturally grows in the wild in the Philippines, can fetch up to P5 million. 

Grown in plantations, each Aquilaria tree can produce from four to six kilos of agarwood that 

can fetch from a range of P75,000 to P100,000 per kilogram. 

Native tree species 

INTERVIEWED by the BusinessMirror, Lorenzo Jr., chairman of Iba Botanicals, said the 

company is targeting to plant within the year at least 60 hectares of Aquilaria malaccensis, a 

species that naturally occurs in Bangladesh, Bhutan, India, Indonesia, Laos, Malaysia, 

Myanmar, Singapore, Thailand and the Philippines. 

This early, Iba Botanicals has already sold seedlings to some 1,000 buyers. Iba Botanicals sells 

seedlings at P1,000 each, which are about 25 centimeters to 30 centimeters tall, but the price 

goes down depending on the quantity being purchased. 

Easily, Lorenzo and Mead said that with the incorporation of the Agarwood Association of the 

Philippines, the areas planted to Aquilaria malaccensis can reach 1,000 hectares in a couple 

of years, noting that the Philippines is known to produce premium-quality agarwood. 

Because of the huge demand for agarwood, Aquilaria malaccensis is threatened with extinction 

due to habitat loss, and in the case of the Philippines, due to the absence of a legal source, 

and rampant tree poaching to harvest agarwood in the wild. 

The trading of Aquilaria malaccensis is strictly regulated under the Convention on International 

Trade in Endangered Species of Wild Fauna and Flora (CITES) and it requires special permits 

to import or export CITES-listed species. 

The DENR-BMB also strictly prohibits the harvesting of the species, its seeds, or seedlings 

from the wild as it is already on the endangered list and will stop at nothing to apprehend those 

in the illegal trade of agarwood-producing trees and their most expensive products. 
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Sure buyers 
IBA Botanicals has been working with some of the largest buyers of essential oils and these 

are multibillion-dollar companies that are willing to buy huge volumes of chips and oil products 

that are of premium quality, says Mead. 

“The way we do this is with best practice mentality and traceability, we do it the right way,” he 

said. 

Moreover, Mead said they are currently working with the University of the Philippines-Los 

Baños and are set to formalize the partnership to optimize the agronomic practices and work 

together on the inoculation techniques so that farmers will get the most return. 

There are about 12 species of agarwood or Aquilaria trees that produce agarwood. But Iba 

Botanicals decided to focus on the malaccensis species because it grows in Bukidnon and 

produces high volumes of top-quality agarwood. More important, the inoculation technique is 

well understood, thereby reducing the risk of failure. 

In the Philippines, Iba Botanicals Inc. said the company is working to secure the right of first 

refusal or be the first buyer of agarwood from its partners. 

Advocacy 

“WE as a country have a lot of catching up to do when it comes to reforestation and 

environmental initiatives. It is not just a function of responding to climate change but rather we 

pretty much used a lot of our tree resources that we need to replenish,” Lorenzo said, adding 

that nurturing the agarwood industry in the Philippines is now one of his advocacies. 

“It is also difficult to plant anything for the sake of the environment because it is not sustainable 

since there’s no steady stream of benefactors that could supply a permanent tree crop,” he 

said. 

According to Lorenzo, Aquilaria malaccensis is already acclimatized to Philippine tropical 

conditions for hundreds of years, making it ideal species for plantation forests. 

“There have been efforts before in Mindanao to bring in different trees like pine trees from New 

Zealand, but it was not sustainable for a host of reasons,” says Lorenzo, adding that one factor 

is due to the fact that the species is not endemic to the Philippines. 

New agriculture 

ACCORDING to Lorenzo, starting it right is important in doing business with agarwood 

production, adding that a systematic and very organized approach that adheres to the rules of 

engagement by those in the business every step of the way is paramount, citing the case of 

Iba Botanicals when it started to produce essential oils in the Philippines. 

“The corresponding process…the user processor…consumers—they have studied it and they 

are consistent and [there is] no shortcut,” says Lorenzo, describing Iba Botanicals’ way and 

assurance of producing premium-quality essential oils using the best practices developed 

through years of research and partnership with the communities and other stakeholders. 

“Now, we are encountering a new way at agriculture and forestry. This new way is looking at 

an endemic species. It’s been localized or native to the Philippines. It, however, is endangered 

so all the permits have to be followed, not harvested in the wild,” says Lorenzo. 

A known technology 

MEAD was previously involved in the agarwood business in Laos prior to securing the permit 

from the DENR-BMB for the establishment of the Aquilaria malaccensis in the Philippines. To 

do it right, Iba Botanicals provides training and seminars to prospective buyers twice a week 

and even guides potential partners in securing the necessary permits, especially the legal 

 sourcing of agarwood-producing species for forest plantation establishments or even backyard 

tree farming. 
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sourcing of agarwood-producing species for forest plantation establishments or even backyard 

tree farming. 

“The vision is not just to plant agarwood and create a new high-value agroforestry industry but 

also to relieve poaching pressures in the wild,” he said. 

Also, he said, this will pave the way for imparting and perfecting the best practices, consistent 

practices, and traceability. 

“With agarwood, it can be worth so much money if it is done right,” Mead asserts. 

Image credits: Iba Botanicals Inc., Cenro Masinloc 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Source: https://businessmirror.com.ph/2022/05/15/the-tree-of-fortune/  

 

https://businessmirror.com.ph/2022/05/15/the-tree-of-fortune/
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There’s money in used election materials 
BYJONATHAN L. MAYUGA MAY 15, 2022 

 
Members of EcoWaste Coalition show the various products made from tarpaulins used during the elections. 

After the challenge of picking the right candidates for various national and local positions ended 

on May 9, the Philippines is now faced with an equally difficult challenge: how to dispose of the 

tons of materials produced during the elections. 

Posters and streamers made of tarpaulin, leaflets, flyers, comics, sample ballots and other 

campaign collaterals like ballers and fans were everywhere. Eventually, they will all end up in 

trash cans further aggravating the problem of proper waste disposal. 

The Philippines generates around 59,846 tons of waste per day, according to the Department 

of Environment and Natural Resources (DENR). 

The huge volume of waste goes up every time there’s a huge event like the annual religious 

pilgrimages during the Holy Week, visits to public and private cemeteries during All Saint’s Day 

and All Soul’s Day, Christmas and New Year celebrations, and the national and local elections 

held every three years. 

During the 2016 mid-term election, the Metropolitan Manila Development Authority (MMDA) 

reported having hauled more than 30 truckloads of post-election garbage. 

Digitized election 

Over the years, the volume of garbage produced by candidates, including papers for their 

posters, single-use plastic for flaglets flags and small banners; cloth for huge streamers, have 

been rendered obsolete by tarpaulins. 

“Digitization of the election results in lesser garbage year after year,” said Crispian Lao, vice 

chairman of the National Solid Waste Management Commission (NSWMC), told the 

BusinessMirror during a telephone interview on May 11. 

Lao said that in the earlier elections the streets of Metro Manila were flooded with campaign 

materials, including sample ballots, after elections. 

“Now, we see less and less of these kinds of garbage because of the prohibition of their 

distribution in polling precincts during elections,” said Lao, who represents the private sector in 

NSWMC. 

Bad news for the environment 

Tarpaulin, or tarp, a large sheet of strong, flexible, water-resistant material, such as cloth or 

polyester coated with polyurethane, or made of plastics, such as polyethylene, are currently 

often used by businesses to advertise their products. 

 

 

 

https://businessmirror.com.ph/author/jonathanmayuga/
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Because it is tough and durable, and now very affordable, politicians have now been using tarp 

for their election propaganda. 

Undersecretary Jonas R. Leones of the DENR‘s Policy, Planning and International Affairs 

observed that this year’s election was particularly special due to the increased number of 

voters, as well as candidates. 

Tarpaulin, however, is bad news for the environment, especially if they are produced in volumes 

and are not properly disposed of. 

Leones said it contains toxic chemicals, and the paint used is equally deadly. 

“Tarpaulins are temporary [election] campaign materials. So if they end up in landfills, they 

become residual waste. If they end up in water bodies, they cause pollution and cause 

flooding,” Leones added. 

Biggest in history 

The May 9 elections had the highest number of candidates. Besides the president and vice 

president, up for grabs were 12 seats for the Senate; 316 seats for the House of 

Representatives; 81 governors and vice governors; 782 seats for the provincial boards; 146 

seats for both city mayors and vice mayors; and 1,650 seats for city councils; and 1,488 both 

for municipal mayors and vice mayors plus the 11,908 seats for municipal councils in all the 

municipalities. 

For the two highest positions in the country alone, 10 vied for president and nine for vice 

president, which required thousands of kilograms of tarpaulins to generate awareness about 

their candidacies. 

“Politicians were heavily invested to advertise themselves to get elected,” Leones told the 

BusinessMirror in a telephone interview on May 11. “Then we also have the election for seats 

for party lists,” he added. 

Good news for recyclers 

The good news is that tarpaulin is a recyclable, reused and repurposed material. There’s no 

need for it to go directly to the sanitary landfill or end up clogging canals and waterways. People 

can make money out of it. 

Lao and Leones said the Metropolitan Manila Development Authority (MMDA) is doing right in 

recycling tarpaulins and other post-election garbage to drastically cut down the volume of waste 

generated in the elections. 

“There are organizations that make bags out of tarpaulins,” Lao said. 

He added that there are many ways to use tarpaulin at home and can also be used as fuel, or 

material to make cement, Leones said. 

‘Cleanup your mess’ 

Lao and Leones said the local government units helped a lot by being responsible enough to 

remove the campaign materials and think of ways of how to properly disposed of them. 

Two days after the election, zero-waste-advocacy organizations, have pitched for the safe 

reusing and repurposing of campaign materials. 

In a news release, the EcoWaste Coalition appealed to both winning and losing candidates to 

take the lead in cleaning up their mess. 
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Proper disposal 

The group said politicians are supposed to prevent their campaign materials from being thrown 

around dumped in the oceans of burned.  “Regardless of your poll standing, we appeal to all 

candidates to exemplify your concern for Mother Earth and for public welfare by finding ways 

to prevent your publicity materials from ending up in waste dumps and furnaces and, God 

forbid, the oceans,” Aileen Lucero, national coordinator of EcoWaste Coalition. 

For her part, Miss Philippines Earth 2021 Naelah Alshorbaji said: „Happy or not with the 

outcome [of the elections], it remains our responsibility to clean up after ourselves and to do 

due diligence: recycling and upcycling where possible. Give a second life to durable materials 

used, and responsibly dispose of non-useable items as per your local waste management 

rules.“ 

Alshorbaji likewise reminded everyone not to burn any item because it contributes to the 

emission of toxic chemicals, which are hazardous to health. 

The call was made during an event in Quezon City that was attended by the MMDA led by 

Director Francis Martinez. 

The group showed how paper-based campaign materials can be creatively reused or 

repurposed. Sample ballots were turned into notepads with the use of a binding glue, fastener, 

ribbon or string. 

Cardboard posters were cut to make bookmarks, envelopes, folders, nameplates and other 

school needs. 

Polyethylene plastic posters were reused as book and notebook covers, and the sturdier 

polyvinyl chloride tarpaulin posters were cut and sewn into bags of various sizes. 

Tarpaulins were also made into bags, shoe, shoulder, laundry and toiletry bags, as well as 

waist bags for electricians and janitors. 

They were also transformed into aprons, letter and tool organizers, and waste sorters. 

Tarps can also be repurposed as awnings or canopies for homes and stores, upholstery 

material, and as a protective shield against sun and rain for jeepneys, pedicabs and tricycles, 

the group said. 

However, the EcoWaste Coalition advised the public to only reuse or repurpose tarps for non-

food and non-child applications as tarps may contain hazardous chemicals, particularly 

cadmium and phthalates, leaching and contaminating the food or expose children to chemical 

risks. 

To make the reusing or repurposing of campaign materials easier, the group reiterated its plea 

to prohibit the use of cadmium, phthalates, and other toxic chemical additives in plastics, and 

for the authorities to require the use of recyclable, non-toxic campaign materials in future 

elections. 

 

 

 

 

 

Source: https://businessmirror.com.ph/2022/05/15/theres-money-in-used-election-materials/  
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Jellyfish bumaha sa dalampasigan ng Boracay 
Bayan Mo, Ipatrol Mo Posted at May 14 2022 10:07 PM 

 

Sandamakmak na jellyfish ang tumambad sa mga turista sa Boracay nitong Sabado ng hapon. 

Inanod sa tabing dagat ang mga jellyfish, na dahilan kung bakit naglagay ng red flag warning 
ang awtoridad para sa mga turista. 

Makati at mahapdi kasi sa balat kapag nahawakan ang jellyfish o dikya, kaya tigil muna sa 
pagsi-swimming ang mga tao. 

Nagpicturan at naglakad-lakad na lang sa white beach ang mga tao imbes na maligo at 
magtampisaw. 

Ang iba, umupa na lang ng crystal kayak para magpapictorial imbes na lumusong sa dagat. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Source: https://news.abs-cbn.com/news/05/14/22/jellyfish-bumaha-sa-dalampasigan-ng-

boracay?fbclid=IwAR2R-0pJPvRkNnhc86w-

nRRSeQSY_F76NwOIVbVojtpHEwBRTWGBq2eqmDA  

 

https://news.abs-cbn.com/news/05/14/22/jellyfish-bumaha-sa-dalampasigan-ng-boracay?fbclid=IwAR2R-0pJPvRkNnhc86w-nRRSeQSY_F76NwOIVbVojtpHEwBRTWGBq2eqmDA
https://news.abs-cbn.com/news/05/14/22/jellyfish-bumaha-sa-dalampasigan-ng-boracay?fbclid=IwAR2R-0pJPvRkNnhc86w-nRRSeQSY_F76NwOIVbVojtpHEwBRTWGBq2eqmDA
https://news.abs-cbn.com/news/05/14/22/jellyfish-bumaha-sa-dalampasigan-ng-boracay?fbclid=IwAR2R-0pJPvRkNnhc86w-nRRSeQSY_F76NwOIVbVojtpHEwBRTWGBq2eqmDA
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Source: https://fb.watch/c-W5Ff351S/  
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ASEAN-US Summit: PH calls for cooperation on 
climate crisis, maritime security 
By CNN Philippines Staff 

Published May 14, 2022 7:27:11 PM 

 

Metro Manila (CNN Philippines, May 14) ⁠— The Philippines has called for regional 
cooperation on various issues including climate crisis, maritime security, and post-pandemic 
recovery during its participation in the ASEAN-US Special Summit this week. 

Foreign Affairs Secretary Teodoro Locsin Jr. — who led the Philippine delegation in place of 
President Rodrigo Duterte — joined other Southeast Asian leaders to tackle ways to address 
these global issues and other challenges, the Philippine Embassy in Washington said in 
a statement on Saturday. 

Locsin highlighted the importance of transitioning to clean energy to address the climate crisis. 

"We are particularly interested in safe, clean, and affordable nuclear power options such as 
small nuclear modular reactors, which are capable of being built and transported to far-flung 
energy starved areas," Locsin said during the summit, which was also attended by top US 
officials including President Joe Biden. 

"We have yet to develop domestic energy sources in safe, clean ways. But we need American 
assurance of being left in peace to find and develop our energy sources without threats from a 
bullying neighbor that sets conditions no sovereign country can submit to," he added. 

The special summit was mounted in a bid to improve ties between the regional bloc and the 
United States. 

 

 

 

 

 

Source: https://www.cnnphilippines.com/news/2022/5/14/ASEAN-US-Summit-Philippines-

Locsin-statement.html  

 

https://www.cnnphilippines.com/cnn-website/search/?queryStr=CNN%20Philippines%20Staff
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https://www.cnnphilippines.com/news/2022/5/14/ASEAN-US-Summit-Philippines-Locsin-statement.html
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BSP taps large-scale miners for gold 
sourcing 
Lawrence Agcaoili - The Philippine Star May 14, 2022 | 12:00am 

 
BSP Governor Benjamin Diokno led the recent signing of a purchase agreement with Australian-owned 

OceanaGold Philippines Inc. OGPI was represented by its president and general manager Joan Adaci-Cattiling 
during the signing ceremony. 

The STAR / Mong Pintolo, File 

 

MANILA, Philippines — The Bangko Sentral ng Pilipinas (BSP) is expanding its sources of gold 

by tapping large-scale mining companies on top of small-scale miners to promote livelihood, 

productivity and sustainable gold production. 

BSP Governor Benjamin Diokno led the recent signing of a purchase agreement with 

Australian-owned OceanaGold Philippines Inc. OGPI was represented by its president and 

general manager Joan Adaci-Cattiling during the signing ceremony. 

Diokno said the BSP aims to be the preferred gold buyer of both large and small-scale miners. 

“It forms part of the BSP’s efforts to promote livelihood, productivity and sustainable gold 

production by expanding BSP’s gold sourcing beyond small-scale mining to include large-scale 

miners,” the central bank said. 

The BSP refines and converts all gold purchases into good delivery gold bars via its mint and 

refinery operations department, forming part of the country’s foreign exchange buffer or gross 

international reserves (GIR). 

Under the agreement, the unit of the Brisbane-based OceanaGold will offer for purchase not 

less than 25 percent of its annual doré gold bar production at fair market prices. 

OGPI operates a mine in the Nueva Vizcaya-Quirino area under a Financial or Technical 

Assistance Agreement (FTAA) with the government. 

The mining company was awarded a fresh 25-year deal in July last year after its FTAA for the 

Didipio mine expired in June 2019. 

Beyond 2022, the Didipio mine is expected to produce as much as  120,000 ounces of gold 

and 12,000 to 14,000 tons of copper per year 

Aside from the Philippines, the other operating assets of OceanaGold include the Macraes and 

Waihi operations in New Zealand as well as the Haile Gold Mine in the US. 

 

 

Source: https://fb.watch/c-W5Ff351S/  
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The BSP continues to step up its gold purchases via reforms to lure small-scale miners and 

sellers away from the black market. 

Latest data showed the gold purchases by the central bank reached 115,800 troy ounces in 

2020, more than 11 times the 10,207 troy oz purchased in 2019. 

From an average annual volume of almost one million troy oz, gold purchases by the BSP 

plunged steadily after the Bureau of Internal Revenue issued Revenue Regulation 7-2008 in 

2008, slapping taxes on the sale of gold and other metallic mineral products extracted or 

produced by small-scale miners. 

The BSP first asked the Department of Finance (DOF) in 2008 to reconsider the regulation that 

also assigned the BSP to not only collect the two percent excise tax on the sale of gold, but 

also to act as a withholding agent for the 10 percent creditable withholding tax. 

The BIR eventually issued RR 6-2012, slapping a five percent withholding tax and two percent 

excise tax on the gold purchases of the BSP from small-scale miners. 

In 2017, President Duterte signed Republic Act 10963 or the Tax Reform for Acceleration and 

Inclusion (TRAIN) Law, doubling the excise tax rate to four percent, while the creditable 

withholding tax was placed at one percent. 

The imposition of the excise and withholding taxes encouraged small-scale gold miners and 

traders to sell their output to the black market since the price is higher. 

In 2019, RA 11256 - An Act Strengthening the Philippines’ Gross International Reserves – 

exempted accredited small-scale miners and traders from paying income and excise tax for 

gold sold to the BSP. 

The BSP also has programs in the pipeline including lowering the processing costs and 

minimizing the turnaround time to further increase purchases of gold and to discourage small-

scale miners from selling their gold in the black market. 

It is looking at reducing the assaying and refining fees charged to small-scale miners to 

encourage them to sell their gold to the BSP. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Source: https://www.philstar.com/business/2022/05/14/2180920/bsp-taps-large-scale-miners-

gold-sourcing  
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5K kilos of trash collected in Zambo City’s 
‘BasuRun 2022’ 
By Teofilo Garcia, Jr. May 14, 2022, 4:48 pm 

 
BASURUN 2022. Some 600 runners from different sectors join the "BasuRun 2022" on Saturday (May 14, 2022) in Zamboanga 

City. The participants of the fitness and clean-up drive collected some five cubic meters or 5000 kilos of garbage during the 

activity, which is in line with the observance of the National Ocean Month. (Photo courtesy of City Hall PIO) 

ZAMBOANGA CITY – The participants of the 3-kilometer fitness and cleanup drive dubbed 
“BasuRun 2022” have collected some five cubic meters or 5,000 kilos of garbage. 

Organized by the Office of the City Environment and Natural Resources (OCENR) in 
collaboration with the Zamboanga Trail Runners, some 600 runners joined the event on 
Saturday. 

Gerry Pollisco of the OCENR said the participants came from three points — east, west, and 
central areas with the east coast group collecting the most volume of garbage with two cubic 
meters. 

“The first 100 runners received medals and all participants were given certificates of 
participation,” Pollisco said. 

He added that the participants came from a cross-section of the community. 

The activity was in line with the observance of the National Month of the Ocean, which highlights 
the importance of conservation, protection, and sustainable management of the country's 
coastal and marine resources. 

The Philippines' Month of the Ocean is celebrated annually in May under Presidential 
Proclamation No. 57 signed by then-President Joseph Estrada in 1998. (PNA) 
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Mindanao forest conservation stories 
featured on ‘Kwentong Kalikasan‘ 
BYBUSINESSMIRROR MAY 15, 2022 

 
Children and adults draw what they think forests look like in the future. 

To put a human face on the issues affecting the country’s forests, the Association of Young 

Environmental Journalists (AYEJ), in collaboration with Forest Foundation Philippines, has 

launched a new project that aims to highlight ecosystem restoration, preservation and 

conservation through visual storytelling and video advocacy. 

Kwentong Kalikasan is a video advocacy initiative that seeks to feature the stories and works 

of individuals, scientists, conservationists, champions, and emerging advocates of forest 

landscapes through a video series in the hopes of multiplying, amplifying and creatively 

documenting the positive impact of forest conservation work. 

Power of visual storytelling 

Kwentong Kalikasan is a two-component series. The first is a seven-episode TV-magazine 

show composed of a series of intimate indoor conversations. It features stories of Mindanaoans 

on forest conversation, indigenous narratives, biodiversity, science, the environment and 

everything in between. 

The second is a seven-part Mini-Documentary Series that will feature profiles of emerging 

advocates and personalities in the Bukidnon-Misamis Oriental area, zooming in on the human 

dimension of solutions-making in forest landscape issues. 

Moreover, the project hopes to immortalize the work being done in forest conservation and the 

people behind it. 

The episodes will be launched twice a month that started in April and will end in October this 

year on the Facebook pages of AYEJ and Forest Foundation. 

Traveling film fest 

Following the roll-out of videos, AYEJ will hold a Traveling Film Festival by the end of the year, 

where it will screen the episodes in and around communities and schools in Bukidnon and 

Misamis Oriental. 

AYEJ is an environmental development communication non-profit based in Cagayan de Oro 

City committed to enabling communities to be ecologically literate and proactive toward a more 

livable planet. 

They have been doing capacity-building initiatives and knowledge product development with 

partners such as the Department of Education’s Disaster Risk Reduction and Management 

Service, Internews and the US Embassy in the Philippines. 

Source: https://businessmirror.com.ph/2022/05/15/mindanao-forest-conservation-stories-

featured-on-kwentong-kalikasan/  
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Young filmmakers garner awards with 
climate-change awareness film 
BYBUSINESSMIRROR MAY 14, 2022 

 
Still from ‘Tanaw’ 

TANAW, a 10-minute short film on the many conflicting sides of the controversial quarrying 

businesses and their impact in the lives of farmers, workers and locals, bagged a total of four 

awards at the recently concluded Klima Filmfest (KFF). 

Created by Playback Multimedia, a start-up production that aims to preserve and tell stories 

through films and photographs, Tanaw was directed and co-written by Kaila Ysavl Bergonio—

a digital filmmaking (DFilm) student from De La Salle-College of Saint Benilde, together with 

Fred Autor—a multimedia arts student from Far Eastern University-Alabang. 

DFilm major Allynna Santiago served as the assistant director, production manager, sound and 

production designer. 

The young student-filmmakers met through Cine Sundays—an online film community founded 

by director Dan Villegas, with one goal: remind viewers of the many facets and causes of 

climate change, as well as the urgency to address it, through the youngsters’ creativity and 

skills. 

Tanaw follows Aira Mendoza (Andrea Mari Bool)—a 17-year-old Humanities and Social 

Science senior high-school student assigned to write a research paper about the reasons for 

climate change. Her mother, a retired barangay captain and an environmental activist, was 

motivated to dig for the truth behind the quarrying businesses. In turn, she becomes educated 

and unbiased in her advocacy. 

In her directorial debut, Bergonio delved not just on the impact of environmental issues in the 

world, but also on the different roles of society in addressing concern. She unraveled the many 

facades of the problem, and invited the audience to understand the diverse perspectives of 

people involved—especially those torn between providing food for the family and saving the 

environment. 

“We, as members of the youth and the future caretakers of the Earth, must not remain silent. 

We should not forget to act, especially when we have the power and access to education and 

information,” she added. “We should be open to healthy discourse, so that we can step forward 

and fully recognize our capabilities and power to stand up for something we believe in. We 

[must also] educate ourselves more to start a change—to be present in a crisis, be more critical, 

and involve ourselves.” 

 

Source: https://businessmirror.com.ph/2022/05/15/mindanao-forest-conservation-stories-

featured-on-kwentong-kalikasan/  
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Bergonio shared that the film also serves as a nudge that while there is a bigger culprit behind 

climate change, each small individual effort is still crucial in saving the planet: “The 

consequences of our actions toward our surroundings have long been discussed, and we have 

long acknowledged to pledge and do better to save the Earth and create a better environment 

for future generations. It is now up to us to make a difference, be vigilant, and be enlightened 

in times like these.” 

The second edition of the KFF, which provided a platform and mobilized young Filipino 

filmmakers to highlight the importance of local climate solutions and climate-adaptation stories, 

earned Bool the Best Performance award. Tanaw was recognized with the Best Screenplay 

and Gender-Responsive citations. The film was second runner-up overall in the festival. 

Winners took home cash gifts as well as trophies made from recycled materials. KFF is a joint 

initiative of the Climate Change Commission and the Oscar M. Lopez Center—a science-based 

institution committed to building a climate-informed society. 
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Coral reefs provide stunning images of a 
world under assault 
BYASSOCIATED PRESS MAY 15, 2022 

 
A variety of fluorescent and fleshy solitary stony corals are on display at the Coral Morphologic lab in Miami on March 2. Coral 

Morphologic was founded by marine biologist Colin Foord and musician J.D. McKay to raise awareness about dying coral reefs, 

presenting the issue through science and art. 

MIAMI—Humans don’t know what they’re missing under the surface of a busy shipping channel 

in the “cruise capital of the world.” 

Just below the keels of massive ships, an underwater camera provides a live feed from another 

world, showing marine life that’s trying its best to resist global warming. 

That camera in Miami’s Government Cut is just one of the many ventures of a marine biologist 

and a musician who’ve been on a 15-year mission to raise awareness about dying coral reefs 

by combining science and art to bring undersea life into pop culture. 

Their company, Coral Morphologic, is surfacing stunning images, putting gorgeous closeups of 

underwater creatures on social media, setting time-lapsed video of swaying, glowing coral to 

music and projecting it onto buildings, even selling a coral-themed beachwear line. 

“We aren’t all art. We aren’t all science. We aren’t all tech. We are an alchemy,” said Colin 

Foord, who defies the looks of a typical scientist, with blue hair so spiky that it seems electrically 

charged. He and his business partner J.D. McKay sat down with The Associated Press (AP) to 

show off their work. 

One of their most popular projects is the Coral City Camera, which recently passed 2 million 

views and usually has about 100 viewers online at any given time each day. 

“We’re going to actually be able to document one year of coral growth, which has never been 

done before in situ on a coral reef, and that’s only possible because we have this technological 

connection right here at the port of Miami that allows us to have power and internet,” Foord 

said. 

The livestream has already revealed that staghorn and other corals can adapt and thrive even 

in a highly urbanized undersea environment, along with 177 species of fish, dolphins, manatees 

and other sea life, Foord said. 

“We have these very resilient corals growing here. The primary goal of us getting it underwater 

was to show people there is so much marine life right here in our city,” Foord said. 

 

 

 



May 15, 2022 

Date 

 2 of 2 

Page 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

STRATEGIC  

COMMUNICATION &   

INITIATIVES  

SERVICE 

Headline 

Editorial 

Column 

Opinion 

Feature Article 

McKay, meanwhile, sounds like a Broadway producer as he describes how he also films the 

creatures in their Miami lab, growing coral in tanks to get them ready for closeups in glorious 

color. 

“We essentially create a set with one of these aquariums, and then obviously there’s actors—

coral or shrimp or whatever—and then we film it, and then I get a vibe, whatever might be 

happening in the scene, and then I soundtrack it with some ambient like sounds, something 

very oceanic,” McKay explained. 

Their latest production, “ Coral City Flourotour, ” will be shown on the New World Center 

Wallscape this week as the Aspen Institute hosts a major climate conference in Miami Beach. 

Foord is speaking on a panel about how the ocean’s natural systems can help humans learn 

to combat impacts of climate change. The talk’s title? “The Ocean is a Superhero.” 

“I think when we can recognize that we’re all this one family of life and everything is 

interconnected, that hopefully we can make meaningful changes now, so that future 

generations don’t have to live in a world of wildfires and melted ice caps and dead oceans,” 

Foord told the AP. 

Their mission is urgent: After 500 million years on Earth, these species are under assault from 

climate change. The warming oceans prompt coral bleaching and raise the risk of infectious 

diseases that can cause mass die-offs in coral, according to the National Oceanic and 

Atmospheric Administration (NOAA). 

Stronger storms and changes in water chemistry can destroy reef structures, while altered 

currents sweep away food and larvae. 

“Climate change is the greatest global threat to coral reef ecosystems,” NOAA said in a recent 

report. 

That gets at the second part of Coral Morphologic’s name. “What does it mean to be 

morphologic? It really means having to adapt because the environment is always changing,” 

Foord said. 

The staghorn, elkhorn and brain coral living in Government Cut provide a real-world example 

of how coral communities can adapt to such things as rising heat and polluted runoff, even in 

such an unlikely setting as the port of Miami. 

Their video has documented fluorescence in some of the coral, an unusual response in offshore 

waters that Foord said could be protecting them from solar rays. 

“The port is a priceless place for coral research,” Foord said. “We have to be realistic. You 

won’t be able to return the ecosystems to the way they were 200 years ago. The options we 

are left with are more radical.” 

Beyond the science, there’s the clothes. Coral Morphologic sells a line of surf and swimwear 

that takes designs from flower anemones and brain coral and uses environmentally sustainable 

materials such as a type of nylon recycled from old fishing nets. 

“We see the power of tech connecting people with nature. We are lucky as artists, and corals 

are benefitting,” Foord said. AP 

mage credits: AP/Lynne Sladky 

Source: https://businessmirror.com.ph/2022/05/15/coral-reefs-provide-stunning-images-of-a-

world-under-assault/  
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14 kaso ng Omicron subvariant natukoy ng DOH 
By Danilo Garcia(Pilipino Star Ngayon) - May 14, 2022 - 12:00am 

 
Artist's rendition of the coronavirus disease. 

Pixabay / fernandozhiminaicela 

 

MANILA, Philippines — May 14 na kaso ng mas nakakahawang COVID-19 Omicron BA.2.12.1 

ang natuklasan ng Department of Health (DOH) sa Metro Manila at Puerto Princesa sa 

isinagawang ‘genome sequencing’. 

Sinabi kahapon ni Health Undersecretary Maria Rosario Vergeire na dalawa sa mga kaso ay 

nadiskubre sa Metro Manila.  

Nilinaw ng opisyal na ang dalawang kaso ay parehong nakakumpleto na ng ‘isolation’ at 

ngayon ay wala nang mga sintomas. 

Tinamaan ang dalawa ng naturang sub-variant ng COVID-19 sa kabila na bakunado at may 

booster shot pa silang pareho.  

May 39 close contacts ang dalawa na tinitingnan ang DOH ang status ng pagpapabakuna nila 

at resulta ng kanilang COVID-19 tests. 

Samantala, may 12 pang kaso ng BA.2.12.1 ang natukoy naman sa Puerto Princesa. Parte sila 

ng 14 na turista at isang lokal na nagpositibo sa COVID-19 noong Abril 29. 

Lahat naman sila ay wala nang sintomas at nakarekober na.  Ang 28 nilang ‘close-contacts’ ay 

nagnegatibo na rin sa COVID-19 tests habang bineberipika ang kanilang vaccination status. 

Una nang natukoy ng DOH ang isang kaso ng BA.2.12 sa isang Finnish national na bumisita 

sa Baguio at Quezon City. Nakarekober na rin ang dayuhan at nakauwi na ng Switzerland. 

 

 

 

 

 

Source: https://www.philstar.com/pilipino-star-ngayon/metro/2022/05/14/2180989/14-kaso-ng-

omicron-subvariant-natukoy-ng-doh/amp/  
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Medical experts, private sector to tackle 
Omicron 
(The Philippine Star) - May 15, 2022 - 12:00am 

 

Health workers attend to patients at the Mandaluyong City Medical Center on January 5, 2022. 
Walter Bollozos 

 
 

MANILA, Philippines — Following the emergence of new, more infectious Omicron subvariants 

BA.4 and BA.5 in countries that closely mirror the Philippines’ pandemic experience, medical 

and data experts are set to meet tomorrow to discuss what can be done to head off a new 

version of the highly contagious Omicron variant, described as more infectious than the “stealth 

Omicron” subvariant BA.2. 

The meeting was called by Presidential Adviser for Entrepreneurship Joey Concepcion and will 

be attended by Vaccine Expert Panel members led by Dr. Nina Gloriani, medical and data 

experts from OCTA Research led by Fr. Nic Austriaco, Dr. Maricar Limpin and leaders of 

Philippine business. 

“It’s incumbent upon the private sector to assist the incoming government at this time,” said 

Concepcion. “COVID is still very much around and we have to stay focused more than ever so 

we can keep the economy open.” 

Two other Omicron sublineages BA 2.12 and BA.2.12.1 were recently detected in the country, 

but those infected have not shown any severe disease. 

“This is protection given by vaccines and boosters,” said Concepcion. 

“But with the increased mobility in the last few weeks, specially now that we are welcoming 

more visitors from overseas, we must keep an eye out for BA.4 and BA.5,” he added. 

The new versions are almost identical and are more transmissible that the BA.2 subvariant. It 

is now responsible for the spike in South Africa’s COVID cases, reported to have tripled since 

mid-April despite the fact that the country has a high vaccination rate. 

Initial reports said that those who have been vaccinated or have previously contracted the 

Omicron variant did not require hospitalization or die from the disease. 

However, Alex Sigal, a professor at the Africa Health Research Institute in South Africa, was 

quoted in a report as saying that those infected with COVID prior to Omicron but are 

unvaccinated will not have much immunity. 

South Africa is closely watched by Philippine medical experts as it mirrors the behavior of the 

virus here. 

 

 

✓ 

https://www.facebook.com/sharer.php?u=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.philstar.com%2Fheadlines%2F2022%2F05%2F15%2F2181167%2Fmedical-experts-private-sector-tackle-omicron%2Famp
https://www.facebook.com/sharer.php?u=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.philstar.com%2Fheadlines%2F2022%2F05%2F15%2F2181167%2Fmedical-experts-private-sector-tackle-omicron%2Famp


May 15, 2022 

Date 

 2 of 2 

Page 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

STRATEGIC  

COMMUNICATION &   

INITIATIVES  

SERVICE 

Headline 

Editorial 

Column 

Opinion 

Feature Article 

Virologists here said the unvaccinated have no immunity against the two variants. 

“We have to stay ahead of these variants and subvariants,” said Concepcion. “The preventative 

measure we see for now is vaccinations and boosters.” 

“We cannot go to heightened alert levels anymore as our economy will suffer. The additional 

debt for our pandemic response was not in our plans from before, and it added to the capital 

expenditures we needed to build infrastructure.” 

The conflict in the Ukraine is pushing up commodity prices, raising fears of stagflation wherein 

consumers can no longer afford the sky-high prices, causing the economy to stall. 

“We cannot raise alert levels, but we can raise immunity levels,” Concepcion said. “We saw 

how opening the economy has raised our GDP to 8.5 percent in the first quarter. We need to 

maintain that.” 
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Too early to declare BA2.12.1 local transmission 
By Joyce Ann L. Rocamora May 14, 2022, 4:47 pm 

 
MANILA – The Department of Health (DOH) on Saturday said it is premature to declare a local 
transmission of the BA2.12.1 Omicron subvariant in the Philippines without enough evidence. 

Two local cases were detected in the National Capital Region (NCR) and 12 in Puerto Princesa 
City, Palawan in April. 

The two NCR cases are relatives who traveled to a province to get vaccinated and have no 
history of travel abroad. 

All 14 patients only had mild symptoms and have already recovered. 

"It's too early for us to say that there is local transmission. Kailangan natin ng enough 
evidence para ma-ipakita natin at ma-analyze kung talagang mayroon na tayong (We need 
enough evidence to analyze if we have already have) local transmission," DOH Undersecretary 
Maria Rosario Vergeire said in a “Laging Handa” briefing. 

Vergeire said the DOH continues to conduct surveillance to identify the source of infection. 

"Itong patuloy na pag-i-ingat, pagbabakuna, at surveillance system na maayos ang kailangan 
nating ma-ihanda sa ngayon para hindi na natin makitang kumalat pa at tumaas ang mga 
kaso (We need to continue being cautious on top of getting vaccinated and maintaining a good 
surveillance system so that we can prevent a spike in cases)," she said. 

"The best way to go would be to receive a booster if you are eligible so that you can get 
adequate protection," she added. 

Vergeire clarified that the World Health Organization has yet to classify BA2.12.1 as a variant 
of concern or interest but reminded the public to remain vigilant. 

Citing initial studies, she said the subvariant is 23 to 27 percent more transmissible than the 
original Omicron variant. 

The detection of 14 BA2.12.1 cases did not cause any significant increase in the number of 
cases in NCR and “has not yet translated into an increased transmission in hospitals", Vergeire 
said. (PNA) 

Source: https://www.pna.gov.ph/articles/1174453  
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DOH eyes vaccination of 77 million 
individuals by end-June 
Philstar.com May 14, 2022 | 5:59pm 

 
This March 2021 photo shows a health worker holding the syringe of a COVID-19 vaccine. 

The STAR / Michael Varcas, file 
 

MANILA, Philippines — The Department of Health is targeting the vaccination of 77 million 

Filipinos against COVID-19 by the end of June, when President Rodrigo Duterte's six-year term 

ends.  

"Our target would be 77 million individuals by the end of June. This accounts for 85% of our 

targeted eligible population, which is 90 million," Department of Health Undersecretary Maria 

Rosario Vergeire said in Filipino during a Laging Handa briefing on Saturday.  

So far, the government was able to inoculate 68.5 million Filipinos with the life-saving COVID-

19 jabs. 

Vergeire added that they were able to vaccinate 7,407 individuals in vaccination sites located 

beside polling precincts during the 2022 polls. 

"This is something small compared to our daily achievements, but it's good that we saw people 

who were interested and willing to get their vaccines, braving the heat after [casting their votes] 

in the election," she said. 

DOH Secretary Francisco Duque III earlier said he does not foresee another lockdown caused 

by a surge related to the 2022 national and local elections.  

During the conduct of the elections, however, over 4,500 violations related to minimum public 

health standards were recorded by the Department of the Interior and Local Government and 

the national police force, Vergeire said.  

She explained that these violations may be largely comprise of the improper wearing of face 

masks and physical distancing. 

The country has logged an additional 181 COVID-19 infections on Friday, bringing up the total 

caseload to 3.69 million. — Angelica Y. Yang 

 

Source: https://www.philstar.com/headlines/2022/05/14/2181123/doh-eyes-vaccination-77-

million-individuals-end-june  
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