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The Department of Environment and Natural Resources (DENR) expressed hope that the 

municipal government of Malay, Aklan, will sustain the gains of the Boracay rehabilitation as 

the term of the Boracay Inter-Agency Task Force (BIATF) ends next month. 

 

In a release Thursday, the DENR said the dissolution of the task force does not mean the end 

of the rehabilitation of the world-famous resort island. 

 

“We are all excited to complete the rehabilitation of Boracay. But we cannot allow anyone to 

undo—immediately or otherwise—what we have accomplished, or to unlawfully stand in the 

way to the completion of our mission,” DENR Acting Secretary Jim Sampulna said. 

 

Sampulna said various agencies and local government units, independent of each other or in 

partnership with one another, can continue the unfinished projects according to their respective 

priorities under the new administration. 

 

President Rodrigo Duterte created the BIATF in May 2018. The DENR chairs the task force 

with the Department of the Interior and Local Government (DILG) as vice-chair and the 

Department of Tourism (DOT). 

 

BIATF’s term was extended until June 30, 2020. 

STRATEGIC  

COMMUNICATION &   

INITIATIVES  

SERVICE 

May 10, 2022 

Date 

Headline 

Editorial 

Column 

Opinion 

Feature Article 

1 of 2 

Page 



                                                                                  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Sampulna said the general progress of the BIATF is “nothing short of remarkable, if not 

awesome, particularly in the reduction of fecal coliform counts and the rehabilitation of 

wetlands.” 

 

“Our comfort, by then, is that we have done our part as members of this task force, and that, 

hopefully, we will be in a position to do more, or that our successors will be able to protect and 

build on our gains,” he added. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Source: https://globaldailymirror.com/Web/full_article/denr-gains-of-boracay-rehab-to-

continue-beyond-june-202221243  
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A DEPARTMENT of Environment and Natural Resources (DENR) project to build 
socioeconomic resilience in the Catubig Watershed will protect the Samar Protected 
Landscape and Seascape while supporting the livelihood of rice farmers, craftsmen and fishers. 

The Small Grants Program (SGP) Phase 7, funded by the Global Environment Facility (GEF), 
was launched by DENR just last month. 

It involves livelihood and biodiversity projects in four sites. These are in Aurora province (Sierra 
Madre), Calamianes Group of Islands in Palawan, and Siargao Protected Landscape and 
Seascape in Surigao del Norte. 

Phase 7 sustains the project that was started under GEF-Phase 5. 

The DENR-GEF SGP-7's work in Catubig Watershed may have the biggest environmental and 
socioeconomic growth impact among Samar natives. 

While known to have a rich biodiversity profile with mixed dipterocarp forests, Samar Island is 
also known as the most cyclone-prone region in the country. 

The National Economic and Development Authority reported in 2015 that Northern Samar, 
where the Catubig Watershed is located, had a poverty incidence of 61.6 percent. This makes 
it one of the country's poorest provinces. 

The SGP-7 costs $13.78 million of which $4.436 million comes from a GEF grant. The 
Philippine government co-finances $9.214 million. 

"It is urgent that we strengthen the resilience of our community-based organizations. They are 
the frontliners in conservation and livelihood interventions. In this period of climate change and 
biodiversity degradation, a more integrated effort of interventions is essential," Environment 
Secretary Jim Sampulna said. 

Greg Sarmiento, executive director of the Eastern Visayas Partnership for Rural Development, 
said the launch of SGP-7 is timely due to recent climate hazards experienced in the province. 

The Samar Island Natural Park is the second-largest natural park in the Philippines covering 
335,107 hectares (ha). It has the country's largest contiguous tract of old-growth forest. 

The Catubig Watershed is a major source of water supply in the household. The newly 
completed dam whose water comes from Catubig Watershed irrigates some 8,000 ha of rice 
farm. 

 

"Catastrophic incidents like the onslaught of Typhoon 'Odette' highlight the urgent need to 
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"Catastrophic incidents like the onslaught of Typhoon 'Odette' highlight the urgent need to 
continue our efforts on disaster risk reduction and resilience building," said Dr. Selva 
Ramachandran, UNDP Philippines resident representative. 

"These devastating events exacerbate the already limiting and unpredictable situation brought 
by the Covid-19 pandemic. The promising changes being offered by SGP-7 are expected to 
effect change toward strengthening governance systems even for disaster response, recovery 
and building resilient communities." 

SGP-7 has a livelihood component. The project encourages natives to engage in biodiversity 
friendly enterprises in order to help veer them away from illegal logging and fishing activities. 

"Catastrophic incidents like the onslaught of Typhoon 'Odette' highlight the urgent need to 
continue our efforts on disaster risk reduction and resilience building," said Dr. Selva 
Ramachandran, UNDP Philippines resident representative. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Source: https://www.manilatimes.net/2022/05/10/business/top-business/project-to-help-

samar-communities/1843101  
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Sample ballots and campaign flyers litter outside Potrero Elementary School in Malabon on May 9, Wednesday. 

Philstar.com / Deejae Dumlao 

 

MANILA, Philippines — As yesterday’s elections drew to a close, Quezon City Mayor Joy 

Belmonte ordered the city’s sanitation office and barangay officials to launch a massive clean-

up drive. 

 

“I have ordered the Department of Sanitation and Cleanup Works of Quezon City (DSQC) 

and the barangay captains to conduct massive clean-up drive as soon as precincts conclude 

their election-related activities,” Belmonte said. 

 

“DSQC OIC Richard Santuile has been given instructions to closely coordinate with barangay 

leaders and begin clean-up operations as soon as possible,” she said. 

 

This is meant to ensure that election paraphernalia will be disposed of properly and will not 

end up clogging the city’s waterways, she added. 

 

“Both local and national candidates are also enjoined to voluntarily remove their campaign 

posters and paraphernalia to ensure that we keep our city clean and orderly.” 

 

The Commission on Elections (Comelec) also reminded candidates to help local government 

units (LGUs) take down their campaign materials and other election-related materials as 

voting concluded yesterday. 

 

“All I’m asking is that if we’re really public servants, all candidates from president down to 

councilor should after today help the LGUs clean up our mess,” Comelec Commissioner Rey 

Bulay said in Filipino. 
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Bulay said Metro Manila candidates should assist the Metropolitan Manila Development 

Authority in cleaning up the metropolis of their campaign paraphernalia. 

 

He said the Comelec has no existing resolution, nor is there an existing law that would require 

candidates to remove their campaign materials after the campaign period, but that they would 

convene the commission and come up with the resolution. 

 

Asked what could be the penalty or fine against violators, Bulay said that they would revisit the 

“old rules” as he emphasized that they do not want to consider the violation as an election 

offense because candidates should do the cleaning voluntarily. 

 

Meanwhile, environmentalists called for urgent climate action from potential winners of the 2022 

national election, after the Commission on Human Rights (CHR) released its groundbreaking 

report on the “National Inquiry on Climate Change.” 

 

“The findings of the Commission on Human Rights are a victory for the millions of people whose 

fundamental rights are being impacted by the corporations behind the climate crisis. The 

message is clear: There are legal grounds for communities to hold corporations accountable 

for undermining climate action,” said Yeb Saño, Greenpeace Southeast Asia-Philippines 

executive director.?Greenpeace said the next step forward is for the incoming government to 

implement genuine climate action. The group also highlighted the need for a vibrant democracy 

and good governance that will enable climate and environmental justice. 

 

“This decision comes at a time when Filipinos are about to elect their new leaders, whose first 

order of business should be protecting the people from the impacts of the worsening climate 

crisis, heeding the communities’ call for accountability from the fossil fuel industry and 

strengthening democratic processes and institutions,” Greenpeace campaigner Virginia Llorin 

said. 

 

Grizelda Mayo-Anda, of the Environmental Legal Assistance Center (ELAC), noted the case 

“is significant as it is the first case in the Philippines and in the world where human rights harms 

caused by carbon majors/fossil fuel-producing companies have been exacted/demanded by 

vulnerable communities and civil society organizations.” 

 

She added, “The finding that the business operations of these companies have human rights 

implications provides us with several possibilities in terms of future legal and policy actions; 

Filipino citizens, especially the vulnerable communities, can build upon the findings of the CHR 

report and pursue various pathways in seeking climate justice.”?Llorin said, “Alongside our co-

petitioners, we are calling on the incoming Philippine government leaders and world leaders to 

adopt the Commission’s findings and hold big polluters responsible for the climate-damaging 

impacts of their business activities.” 

 

Greenpeace said the next government must hold fossil fuel companies accountable for the 

climate crisis and call on other countries to do the same. “It must also lead the call for a global 

phase out of fossil fuels toward a just transition to renewable energy,” it said. 

 

Source: https://www.philstar.com/headlines/2022/05/10/2180005/quezon-city-mayor-

orders-massive-clean-drive-following-polls  
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THE signing of Republic Act No. 11697 or the Electric Vehicle Industry Development Act 

(EVIDA) is expected to attract tech investment as the industry gears up, according to the 

Department of Trade and Industry (DTI). 

 

“With EVIDA, the Philippines is now in a stronger position to further attract tech investment and 

create high-value jobs by taking advantage of the ongoing global shift to electric vehicles 

(EVs),” Trade Secretary Ramon M. Lopez said in a statement on Sunday. 

 

“This measure (is) a move towards lessening direct usage of oil products in transport, thus, 

signifying reduced air and noise pollution in urban areas. This will also reduce the transportation 

sector’s direct dependence on oil, especially amidst rising fuel prices affecting both businesses 

and consumers,” he added.   

 

The DTI said the EVIDA, which lapsed into law on April 15, directs the Board of Investments to 

create an EV Incentive Strategy (EVIS) that will provide fiscal and non-fiscal inducements to 

reduce the production cost gap between EVs and traditional vehicles. 

 

According to Trade Undersecretary Rafaelita M. Aldaba, the EVIDA is vital in the context of 

rising competition in the Association of Southeast Asian Nations to attract EV investment. 

 

“The EVIS will allow the government to provide competitive and industry-specific fiscal and non-

fiscal support to attract private sector investments in strategic EV segments, especially 

manufacturing, which is a crucial step in deepening our participation in the regional automotive 

value chain,” Ms. Aldaba said.   

 

The EVIDA authorizes the creation of the Comprehensive Roadmap for the Electric Vehicle 

Industry (CREVI), which will serve as the development plan for the industry en route to the 

commercialization of EVs. 

 

The law also requires government offices and private companies to meet a quota of 5% electric 

vehicles in their fleets based on a timetable to be set by the CREVI. 

 

“EVIDA aims to promote innovation in the field of clean energy and sustainable transportation 

while developing a sunrise industry in the country and generating more employment,” the DTI 

said. 

 

“EVIDA will also serve as a blueprint for a comprehensive and coordinated policy direction 

among national government agencies in terms of promoting EV to ensure investors’ confidence 

and attract EV-related investments,” it added. 
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The DTI has said that it is hoping to pass a zero tariff policy for EV imports, down from the 

current 30% tariff, to lower EV prices and drive greater adoption of the technology. — Revin 

Mikhael D. Ochave 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Source: https://www.bworldonline.com/economy/2022/05/08/447099/e-vehicle-industry-

law-seen-driving-technology-

investment/?fbclid=IwAR1RcuGRrh8sQ3RKenHNqh6esToiHwVp7EyghcRoSmlS8sU1KB9HKfaVf

2c  
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The Local Water Utilities Administration (LWUA) Officer-In-Charge Eileen L. Dela Vega 

reported the launch of its third webinar on water education to promote the importance of 

conserving water, maintaining personal hygiene, protecting the environment and groundwater 

resources during its online campaign recently to raise awareness on the country’s dwindling 

water supply and ongoing pandemic. 

 

The webinar, dubbed Buhay KYUT (Kalusugang Yaman Ugnay sa Tubig) Online, focused on 

WASH Education and was attended by more or less 200 participants, composed of public 

elementary and high school teachers from Puerto Princesa City, as well as other partners and 

stakeholders, to learn new creative ways to teach hygiene and sanitation practices among 

learners, as well as a clean and safe environment in school. 

 

Among the resource speakers are Andrea Beatriz L. Lee-Llacer, Health Program Officer II, 

Program Implementation and Outreach Div., Dept. of Health (DOH); Joseph Rosmon A. 

Tuazon, Head Advocacy, Maynilad Water Services, Inc.; Dr. Oliver B. Sta Ana, Head, 

Academic Services, Maynilad Water Academy; and Ronaldo Carcamo, Ventriloquist. The 

online program was hosted by Puerto Princesa City Water District (PPCWD) with the support 

of GM Walter J. Laurel. 

 

Dela Vega emphasized the importance of this program in reducing morbidity and mortality 

among schoolchildren caused by poor hygiene and sanitation practices, as well as the lack of 

safe water and sanitation facilities. “This LWUA information campaign is aggressive in 

encouraging teachers, educators and other stakeholders to join us as partners in this program”, 

Dela Vega said. 
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LWUA collaborated with the PPCWD, DOH, Maynilad Water Services Inc., Maynilad Water 

Academy, Global Water Partnership, and Pilipino Mirror for this online learning event via 

Zoom. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Source: https://pilipinomirror.com/lwua-highlights-importance-of-clean-water-health-and-

hygiene-in-recent-online-campaign/  
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The Filipino youth is thinking green in terms of employment. 

 

In its new research titled “Youthquake Meets Green Economy,” global professional services 

company Accenture noted that within the next 10 years, 89 percent of Filipinos aged between 

15 and 39 years old aspire to be working in the green economy, defined by the UN Environment 

Programme as low carbon, resource-efficient and socially inclusive. More than 73 percent of 

respondents said they are open to reskilling or upskilling if allowed to transition or start a career 

in the green economy. 

 

The study noted more than half of the Filipino respondents aspire to work in a growth sector 

(57 percent) that provides good monetary compensation and want to put green qualifications 

to good use (52 percent). Meanwhile, a big number of Filipino youth (over 90 percent) 

expressed interest in working for a company they know is making a positive environmental 

impact. 

 

“As a responsible business, we are deeply committed to delivering on our Sustainability Value 

Promise and embed sustainability in everything we do,” Lito Tayag, Country Managing Director, 

Accenture in the Philippines, explained in the report. “We have made sustainability one of our 

greatest responsibilities as a company—not just because it is the right thing to do, but because 

Accenture believes it will create one of the most powerful forces for change in our generation.” 

 

As companies take the path towards sustainability and generate new roles and opportunities 

for talent, Tayag said Accenture Philippines is committed to embedding sustainability in its 

operations. Executions include enabling employees to grow and thrive through various 

initiatives that accelerate equality in the workplace, provide employees with the opportunity to 

give back to society, and emphasize technology sustainability, among other measures. 

 

“Just as the digital revolution transformed how we live and work, Accenture believes that, so 

too, will sustainability,” Eman Antonio, Accenture Technology Sustainability Lead in the 

Philippines Managing Director, pointed out in the report. “We are committed to implementing 

initiatives that will help create a positive impact on our clients’ businesses as well as in the 

development of our people and the communities we serve. Through our Accenture Technology 

Sustainability portfolio, we are helping upskill future talent as they aspire for roles in the green 

economy.” 

 

 

 

 

Source: https://businessmirror.com.ph/2022/05/08/gen-green-young-filipinos-aspire-to-

work-in-green-economy/  
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PH Covid-19 cases daily average for May 2-8 
down to 161 
By Ma. Teresa Montemayor May 9, 2022, 4:53 pm 

 

MANILA – The country's daily average Covid-19 cases went down to 161 on May 2 to 8, or 20 
percent lower than the previous week, the Department of Health (DOH) reported Monday. 

Cases averaged 200 per day from April 25 to May 1. 

In its latest case bulletin, the DOH said there are 1,124 new cases of the coronavirus and 42 
verified deaths in the recent week. 

For the same period, 14 cases were added to the tally of severe and critical infections, now 
611. 

Only 16.8 percent or 474 out of the 2,817 intensive care unit (ICU) beds are in use, while 15.4 
percent or 3,664 out of 23,818 non-ICU beds are utilized. 

To date, about 68 million or 76.04 percent of the country’s target population (90,005,357) are 
vaccinated against Covid-19, including 77.12 percent of 8,721,357 senior citizens. 

As of May 1, a total of 13,454,867 have booster shots out of the total 68,437,798 who are fully 
vaccinated. (PNA) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Source: https://www.pna.gov.ph/articles/1173990  
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152 bagong kaso ng COVID-19 naitala ng 
DOH 
Danilo Garcia - Pang-masa May 10, 2022 | 12:00am 

MANILA, Philippines — Nasa 152 bagong kaso ng COVID-19 na lamang ang naitala ng 

Department of Health (DOH) sa buong Pilipinas nitong Mayo 8. 

Base sa datos na nakalap mula sa DOH, sinabi ni Dr. Guido David, ng OCTA Research Group, 

na ang naturang bilang ay mas mababa sa kanilang forecast na 190 cases. 

Isa pang magandang balita ay nakapagtala rin ang bansa ng zero COVID-19 deaths habang 

349 naman ang naiulat na bagong COVID-19 recoveries. 

Sa kabuuan, mayroon nang 3,687,018 ang total COVID-19 cases sa bansa at sa nasabing 

bilang ay 4,106 na lamang ang aktibong kaso o nagpapagaling pa mula sa karamdaman. 

Nasa 60,439 naman na ang total COVID-19 deaths sa bansa habang 3,622,473 na ang total 

COVID-19 recoveries. 

Sinabi ni David na nasa 1.2% na lamang ang nationwide positivity rate at 45 naman ang bagong 

kaso ng sakit na naitala sa National Capital Region (NCR) kaya’t posibleng umabot sa 130 ang 

mga bagong kaso ng sakit na maitatala ng DOH sa bansa ngayong araw. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Source: https://www.philstar.com/pang-masa/police-metro/2022/05/10/2179996/152-bagong-

kaso-ng-covid-19-naitala-ng-doh  

 

https://www.philstar.com/authors/1804755/danilo-garcia
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Please click this link: 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=EIfBHXPZ1_w  
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Please click this link: 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=q6R13mT3YxE 
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Please click this link: 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=OoF7K_uY_MY 
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