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BIATF, doble-kayod upang matapos na ang rehabilitasyon 

sa Boracay bago i-turnover sa LGU 

By Bombo Radyo Kalibo 
 -May 6, 2022 | 5:59 PM 
 
 

KALIBO, Aklan – Naghahanda na ang Boracay Inter-Agency Task Force (BIATF) sa pangunguna 

ng Department of Environment and Natural Resources (DENR) para sa nakatakdang pag-turnover 

ng pamamahala sa Boracay sa lokal na pamahalaan ng Malay, Aklan. 

Ang BIATF ay binuo ni Pangulong Rodrigo Duterte sa pamamagitan ng Executive Order (EO) 53 

noong Mayo 8, 2018 na siyang mamamahala sa isla gayundin ang pagsasagawa ng rehabilitasyon at 

paglilinis. 

Ang termino ng BIATF ay nagtapos noong Setyembre 14, 2021, ngunit ito ay pinalawig pa 

hanggang Hunyo 30, 2022 sa bisa ng EO 147. 

Kasunod ng pagtapos ng kanilang mandato sa isla, nakatakdang i-turnover ng BIATF ang 

pamamahala sa Boracay sa LGU-Malay. 

Nauna rito, umaasa si DENR Acting Secretary Jim Sampulna na maipagpapatuloy ng LGU-Malay 

ang nasimulang rehabilitasyon sa isla. 

Samantala, kinumpirma ni Boracay Inter-Agency Rehabilitation and Management Group General 

Manager Martin Jose Despi na nananatiling ligtas paliguan ang baybayin ng Boracay. 

Katunayan ay pasado pa rin ito sa standard fecal coliform level na 100 most probable number per 

100 milliliters. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Source: https://www.bomboradyo.com/biatf-doble-kayod-upang-matapos-na-ang-rehabilitasyon-

sa-boracay-bago-i-turnover-sa-lgu/ 
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PH nominates mapping, maritime expert to UN body 

By Joyce Ann L. Rocamora May 6, 2022, 9:29 pm 

 

 

Efren Carandang, National Mapping and Resource Information Authority Deputy Administrator (PNA file photo by 

Noel D. Veloso) 

  

MANILA – The Philippines has nominated Filipino ocean governance expert Efren Carandang as 

member of the United Nations (UN) Commission on the Limits of the Continental Shelf (CLCS) 

for 2023 to 2028. 

Carandang currently serves as the Deputy Administrator of the National Mapping and Resource 

Information Authority (NAMRIA). 

Department of Foreign Affairs (DFA) Secretary Teodoro Locsin Jr. hailed the official as the 

Philippines' foremost authority on the technical intricacies of the law of the sea. 

"His stellar career of 38 years is marked by tested strategic planning and management skills, 

expert knowledge in the use of advanced tools and technologies, and deep, extensive experience in 

hydrography and understanding of its ramifications in international maritime law," Locsin said in 

a statement posted by the DFA on Thursday. 

"Should Efren be elected, he will dedicate his skills and experience to hasten the consideration of 

coastal states' submissions on their continental shelves. He will share his management skills to 

help the CLCS overcome its operational challenges and thereby improve its performance," he 

added. 

The DFA said the election will be held in New York on June 13. 

Carandang was part of the core team that developed Manila's April 2009 submission for the 13-

million-hectare Philippine Rise, formerly known as the Benham Rise, which had been recognized 

by the UN body in 2012. 

If elected, Carandang would be the first Filipino CLCS member, a milestone for the Philippines as 

an archipelagic state. 
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PH nominates mapping, maritime expert to UN body 

 

Locsin said the NAMRIA executive's service to the UN body would be "consistent with his 

advocacy for the full and consistent application of international law, including UNCLOS (UN 

Convention on the Law of the Sea), particularly on the determination of maritime entitlements, 

delineation of maritime zones, and delimitation of international maritime boundaries". 

The CLCS was created under the UNCLOS, consisting of 21 experts in the fields of geology, 

geophysics, and hydrography. 

The commission considers the submissions made by coastal states concerning the outer limits of 

their continental shelf extended beyond 200 nautical miles from baselines and makes 

recommendations based on the scientific and technical data provided by the coastal state. 

Its members serve in their personal capacities and are elected for a term of five years. (PNA) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Source: https://www.pna.gov.ph/articles/1173878 
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Trash endgame: Can recycling solve PH's plastic woes? 

Job Manahan, ABS-CBN News 
Posted at May 06 2022 07:26 AM | Updated as of May 06 2022 08:16 AM 
 
 

 

Environmental activists of Greenpeace hold plackards and letters as they hold a ’Break Free From Plastics’ protest in 

front of the building where Nestle’ Philippines is located, in Makati City on March 23, 2022. Jonathan Cellona, ABS-

CBN News 

 

This is the last part of a 3-part series. You can read the first part here, and the second part here. 

MANILA– While the Philippines sees the plastics upcycling industry expanding, environmentalists 

believe that much more must be done to address the plastic waste backlog. This is because even if 

the 3 firms and other recyclers are able to divert tons of plastics into recycled items, the unabated 

plastics production still cancels this. 

Food networks and businesses should instead phase out single-use plastics, the production of 

which is expected to increase by 30 percent in the next 5 years, advocates have said.  

The Philippines, reportedly the top plastic polluter worldwide, banks largely on sachets and 

single-use items, with plastic scraps leaking mostly in rivers, based on a recent study. 

Some Philippine recyclers have shifted to melting plastic waste and upcycles these into fresh 

plastic products as furniture and construction materials. A firm, on the other hand, turns polymer 

trash into ecobricks. 

But for the Ecowaste Coalition, this recycling solution is not proactive. 

“‘Yun yung nagiging problema when it comes to these recycling. Jina-justify din at the same time 

'yung production. Ang pag-address na when it comes to recycling na more on downstream pa rin 

yung approach na contrary to zero-waste,” its advocacy officer Coleen Salamat said in an 

interview. 
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Trash endgame: Can recycling solve PH's plastic woes? 

 

(That is the problem. This type of recycling justifies the production of plastics. They said this 

addressed the problem but the approach is still downstream contrary to zero-waste.) 

 Groups, scientists bring gov't to court for alleged neglect of PH 'plastics crisis' 

“With increasing companies... na may ganitong program, nagiging problematic na siya kasi hindi 

lahat ng plastic nare-recycle lalo na dito sa Philippines. Hindi nare-recycle yung sachet, so ang 

ginagawa nila... shine-shred into smaller pieces.” 

(It is becoming a problem given that there are more companies that have these programs. It is 

problematic in a sense that not all plastics get recycled in the country. Sachets cannot be recycled 

so what they do is shred these into smaller pieces.) 

In fact, under the National Solid Waste Management Commission’s (NSWMC) waste management 

hierarchy, recycling is not top priority. The most preferred options are the avoidance and 

reduction of waste. Treatment and residuals management go last.  

 

 

Workers sort different types of plastic at The Plastic Flamingo upcycling facility in Muntinlupa City on March 18, 

2022. The company launched its new recycling line that creates an incentive for plastic sachets to be recycled and 

turned into materials that can be used to build furniture. George Calvelo, ABS-CBN News 

A Global Plastics Treaty is being negotiated to cut down plastics use, with nearly 200 nations at 

the United Nations Environment Assembly (UNEA) agreeing to tackle the "full life cycle" of 

plastics and all the pollution it costs. In March, the parties agreed to make an intergovernmental 

committee to finalize a legally binding treaty by 2024. 

Dr. Jorge Emmanuel, among the scientists who drafted a declaration backing the negotiations, 

agreed with the treaty’s focus, given the greenhouse emissions from plastic production until they 

get thrown away and eventually degrade into microplastics.  
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Trash endgame: Can recycling solve PH's plastic woes? 

 

“We need to look at the pollution put out and the amount of carbon, this is the link to climate 

change by the way, produced during the manufacturing of these plastics,” noted Emmanuel. 

“The solution is not to recycle because it will just add to the pollution problem if not now, in the 

coming decades. And it continues to require new plastics from fossil fuel,” he explained in a Zoom 

interview. 

A study by the Organization for Economic Co-operation and Development (OECD) estimated that 

plastics have produced some 3.4 percent of global greenhouse gas emissions “throughout their life 

cycle.”  

Plastics were able to generate 1.8 billion tons of greenhouse gas emissions in 2019 alone, 90 

percent of which were through their production process from fossil fuels, the OECD report 

added.  

But the organization is pushing for recycling and the prolonging of plastic products’ useful life. 

While patented environmental plastic solutions “increased more than threefold” from 1990 to 

2017, the economic group said this only makes up around 1.2 percent of all plastics-related 

innovation.  

“More ambitious policies are needed including a combination of investments in innovation and 

interventions aimed at increasing demand for circular solutions while restraining plastics 

consumption overall,” according to the report. 

Among the viable solutions that countries should take include strengthening global commitment 

in making plastics “more circular and achieve net zero plastic leakage.” 

 

RECYCLING WOES: ‘QUESTIONABLE, LIMITED’ 

Global Alliance for Incinerator Alternatives' (GAIA) Asia Pacific coordinator Froilan Grate said 

plastic upcycling can be an excuse to continue using plastics instead of addressing the pollution 

problem long-term, describing its capacity in the country as “very limited.” 

"We know that plastic use is very massive. Yung percentage of that being diverted for use for 

planks, bricks, eco-fencing... is questionable," Grate told ABS-CBN News. 

"Madaling sabihin na sige kolektahin natin lahat ng plastic, gawin nating bricks, planks, or fences 

pero ang tanong may demand ba for that? Saan gagamitin?" he added.  

(It is easy to say that we can collect all plastics and make these as bricks, planks, or fences but the 

question is — will there be a demand for that? Where will they be used?) 
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Trash endgame: Can recycling solve PH's plastic woes? 

 

 

 

A view of the eco-lumber inside The Plastic Flamingo upcycling factory in Muntinlupa City on March 18, 2022. George 

Calvelo, ABS-CBN News 

 

Salamat, on the other hand, said top plastic-producing companies should change their business 

models instead of diverting the attention to recycling plastics. Initiatives like plastic upcycling can 

be considered as “false solutions." 

"[They should not] produce these kinds of problematic materials, kasi at the very core, 

problematic na yung ganitong types of plastics and 'yung way nila to address again, hindi siya 

yung they are really changing their system or business models," Salamat said. 

(They should not produce these kinds of problematic materials because at the very core, these 

plastics are a problem already and their way to address this does not really change their business 

models or system.) 

"This is actually a false solution... because they do not address the problem at source, hindi pa rin 

nababawasan ‘yung production [of plastics]. When we address plastic pollution, it should be 

reduction sa production." 

(The production of plastics remain unabated.) 

Environment network Break Free From Plastic's (BFFP) brand audit in 2021 showed that the same 

big companies are contributing to the country's plastic pollution in recent years. 

Only 8 of the 10 named firms, however, are part of the Philippine Alliance for Recycling and 

Materials Sustainability (PARMS). The coalition, made up of recycling firms and investing 

corporations, also aims to manage plastic waste and reduce waste generation nationwide by 2030.  
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Trash endgame: Can recycling solve PH's plastic woes? 

 

As part of their declaration for the decade, PARMS members are looking into making packaging 

reusable and recyclable, as well as phasing out non-recyclable products and plastic materials 

"where environmentally sound and economically viable alternatives exist."  

According to PARMS founding president Crispian Lao, the plastic problem still lies with the public 

and their "lack of discipline" to properly dispose of plastics and the limited infrastructure to 

"properly collect and dispose" it.  

"It's a loop that needs to be fixed,” he said. 

The rise of these firms means they are on the "right track," a reason why Filipinos must support 

them.  

"Good news yun na lahat sila mage-expand (it is good news that all of them will expand) the 

beauty of it is, yes it is a niche [market] but there's more, we need more people to patronize these 

types of materials," said Lao, who is also the commissioner of the NSWMC representing the 

recycling industry. 

The World Bank's Market Study for the Philippines: Plastics Circularity Opportunities and Barriers 

published last year noted that as long as the virgin plastic prices remains relatively low compared 

to recovered plastics, recyclers would struggle to compete.  

The study said firms needed to reduce the cost of their recycled plastic resins by up to 30 percent 

just to make their prices competitive against virgin plastic resins. The cost of recycled ones 

continue to increase due to “higher living cost requirements for the informal sector and higher 

cost of waste collection and segregation.” 

Among the firms ABS-CBN News interviewed for this report, only Plastic Flamingo was set to 

offer recycled HDPE pellets, seen as an alternative to virgin plastics. A relesase date has yet to be 

et. 

“When prices of virgin resins are very low, there is no incentive for converters to use recycled 

resins. And the product made from virgin resins will always have better performance than recycled 

resins. It’s a disincentive to the recycling industry when virgin resin prices are low,” a quote from 

an unnamed petrochemical company read in the report. 

To drive up the demand, World Bank said, the government and industries should intervene given 

their “critical” roles. 

“Structural and systemic corrective measures, especially supporting legislations, are needed to 

enable decoupling of recycled resins from virgin and to ensure that the recycling industry remains 

competitive against virgin plastic prices,” it said.  

But the global financial institution, echoing Lao, lamented the slim chances of plastics’ 

recyclability in the country due to its design, inability of most households to segregate trash, low 

feedstock quality, high transportation costs, and recyclers’ profitability challenges. 

These were among the things that should first be addressed to ensure the viability of the country’s 

recycling sector. 
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Trash endgame: Can recycling solve PH's plastic woes? 

 

“Due to its archipelagic nature as well as the burdensome and sometimes inconsistent regulations, 

the Philippines currently has the highest logistics cost base among Southeast Asian countries,” the 

report says about the recyclers’ high transportation cost just for plastic collection.  

“Other commercialized recycling technologies that produce high-value recycled plastics (such as 

food-grade rPET, rPE and rPP) require consistent tonnages which is challenged by the complete 

reliance on collection through informal networks,” it added. 

EXTENDED PRODUCER RESPONSIBILITY? 

Lao lamented the “lack of the proper design of the material” of plastics, causing consumers to 

throw these away at the end of their useful threshold. 

What they are pushing for instead is an “inclusive” extended producer responsibility (EPR) scheme 

to manage plastic wastes with stakeholders. This is what the Senate also proposed earlier this year, 

believing that this could solve Philippines’ plastic pollution in the long-run. 

The Senate’s EPR wanted big plastic producing firms to get the biggest share of accountability on 

polymer trash.  

It fundamentally obliges firms to properly and effectively recover, treat, recycle and dispose of 

their plastics once they get sold and used. The measure also aims “to reduce packaging waste 

generation and improve the recyclability and reusability of packaging wastes.” 

"It is not a solution in itself, but it is a move in the right direction, I believe. We need to rescue our 

country from being a marine litter culprit and demonstrate that a developing country can and will 

make this work," said Senator Cynthia Villar, who chairs the Senate Committee on Environment, 

Natural Resources and Climate Change. 

An EPR that PARMS wanted was something that could empower recycling firms and local 

governments’ materials recovery facilities, proposing instead a concept of “plastic credits.”  

 

Workers shred and pack plastic bottles at one of Green Antz' sites in Plaridel, Bulacan. Mark Demayo, ABS-CBN News 
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Trash endgame: Can recycling solve PH's plastic woes? 

 

Based on the organization’s model, waste diverters, for example a recycling firm or LGU, get 

credits according to how much plastics they were able to divert from landfills and nature. A 

separate body will audit this according to their accounting standards and certify their work. These 

credits can be sold to entities for their EPR initiatives. 

The non-profit group, composed of several fast-moving consumer goods companies, is also 

suggesting a “certification of the diversion output” for accountability purposes. 

“Waste footprint owners can directly recover and divert waste, enter into an agreement with a 

waste diverter or put up recycling and treatment infrastructure to reach their diversion rate target 

or buy credits from licensed waste footprint diverters to meet their target,” it reads.  

Aside from this, PARMS is promoting bulk purchases and the shift to colorless plastic bottles, to 

increase the products’ recyclability.  

“They have to go above board to go documented also. We help them bring them above. We have a 

better accounting of how much materials, what those materials, what [is] being done with the 

materials rather than the quantity,” the commissioner said of the importance of their proposal.  

"We will address. While we are promoting or looking more to circularity, the infrastructure for 

that circular model will also be provided... at least now that we have a roadmap to guide us. The 

roadmap.... will be continuously developed." 

While Grate agreed that the EPR bill should involve stakeholders, the emphasis should not be on 

plastics alone: “It should be covering all waste stream.” 

The public should watch out, he noted, for possible narratives that will be “friendly” to companies, 

including shifting the burden to consumers “to divert the attention from the producer to everyone 

on board.” 

“I think what is worth celebrating is the recognition, na yung pananagutan ng kumpanya does not 

end the moment they produce and they sell the product, and in fact, sa buong life cycle ng 

produkto na binebenta nila, may pananagutan sila,” he said. 

(That the company's accountability does not end the moment they produce and they sell the 

product, and in fact they will be accountable for the plastic products' whole life cycle.) 

“Tama naman may pananagutan yung consumer, yung local governments, pero yung pananagutan 

na yun, follows after na-address ng kumpanya yung problem nila. It is not about passing the 

blame, it is about solving the problem sa umpisa pa lang.” 

(It is true that the consumer and local governments must be held accountable too but this follows 

only after the company addressed their own plastics problem already. 

SINGLE-USE PLASTICS: TO STOP OR NOT TO STOP  

But for newly-installed Environment Secretary Jim Sampulna, a country’s capacity and capability 

to manage, recycle, and recover plastic wastes should be taken into consideration given the Global 

Plastics Treaty negotiations.  
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Trash endgame: Can recycling solve PH's plastic woes? 

 

Sampulna emphasized the need for urgency in responding to environmental problems, including 

plastic pollution, as the public continues to experience "the massive choking of our oceans 

because of plastics, the rise of zoonotic diseases like COVID-19, and the deterioration of our 

health from chemical and wastes." 

“The environmental repercussions we are experiencing are all traceable to us humans such as 

climate change that intensifies hazards creating disasters worldwide,” his statement reads.  

He has also called for the phasing out of single-use plastics, fearing that plastic pollution has 

already became “uncontrollable.”  

"I myself, the DENR is supporting the bill banning the use of small plastic, ano. Kasi iyan ang 

hindi natin naku-control – shampoo, sabon, all of these things, hindi natin naku-control ito," he 

said in mid-March. 

(We cannot control it anymore - shampoo, soaps (plastic products), all of these things cannot be 

controlled anymore.) 

This problem was recognized by the Supreme Court last year when it issued a Writ of 

Kalikasan against the government over the sale and manufacture of unacceptable plastic products, 

a move that aimed to regulate single-use plastics. 

Around 50 members of Oceana Philippines, scientists, and fisherfolk brought the government to 

court last year for its alleged neglect of the country’s plastic pollution problem.  

"The Ecological Solid Waste Management Act has faced more than two decades of neglect by the 

NSWMC, compounding the burgeoning plastic crisis in the Philippines," Oceana said.  

For Emmanuel, recycling is “not a solution” even if it “plays an important role for the interim.” 

  

“We need to start working on alternatives... We will still need some plastics, even a treaty it will 

take some time, that's why recycling of safe plastics will continue to be something that will be 

needed,” he said, stressing the need to cut down single-use plastics production. 

Lao urged caution on phasing out single-use plastics and even banning them. Several areas in the 

country, including Quezon City, have banned plastic straws and plastic bags, and other single-use 

materials.  

The plastics industry recognizes the problem of plastic pollution, he said, but there must be an 

alternative packaging before the ban on plastics comes into full force.  

"We have to be cognizant that if we move towards less plastics, better plastics, and no plastic at 

all, we have to make sure that we avoid the unintended consequence of multimedia transfer of 

environmental impacts other way," he explained. 

“There are a lot of plastics in the system than what can be addressed… at the end of [its useful] 

life… While we are searching for alternatives to plastic packaging that would meet the objective of 

serving and protecting the consumers at the lowest cost possible, we are also developing the 

pathways and the infrastructure to address the waste,” he explained. 
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Trash endgame: Can recycling solve PH's plastic woes? 

 

 

“If we are not using plastics, what are we going to use?” 

For Oceana, Greenpeace, and GAIA, the shift to refillable containers and zero-waste initiatives are 

still the best alternatives for now, noting that these are not foreign concepts to Filipinos. The call 

for phasing out single-use plastics must also be sustained. 

“Introducing reusable containers from the end of the consumers and also the consumer goods 

industry, they could start supplying or developing mga goods or products that are more for 

refilling,” said Ledesma.  

“If you have liquids, provide products in bulk to retailers and then set up reuse systems so people 

can just refill… That's a more circular solution,” she added. 

Oceana, meanwhile, urged the public to keep their homes plastics-free through these methods: 

How to make your household environment-friendly, plastics-free 

Gloria Ramos, Oceana Philippines vice president, last month called for more refillable glass bottles 

since recycling "is not working" anymore to save the oceans.  

"There is no way to fully control where a single-use plastic bottle ends up. It could be in a recycle 

bin, in the trash, on the street, or in the ocean," Ramos said in her presentation for Earth Day, 

April 22.  

Local governments share the burden now on plastic pollution, which she said "can no longer be 

managed." 

GAIA, meanwhile, is suggesting zero-waste initiatives, which they said reduce waste output by up 

to 80 percent. This has been attainable in some 400 municipalities in Europe, they said, with cities 

in the region and Asia also following suit. 

This can begin through the following:  

 Reducing waste generation by being conscious consumers, and by focusing on reuse and repair 

 Separating discards 

 Home composting  

 Creating new business out of recyclables and organics 

 Educating the public to increase participation in such initiatives.  

EXPERTS: SOLUTION LIES WITH PUBLIC, GOVERNMENT 

But for Jove Benosa, Ecowaste Coalition’s zero waste campaign officer, unless the country has a 

proper and enabling infrastructure to “effectively” recycle plastics, the pollution will continue.  

“Bahagi ang recycling ng 3Rs pero may mga missteps doon sa recycling at may mga gaps sa paraan 

ng recycling. Nandoon yung incorrect sorting, tapos yung waste contaminated na, nadagdagan pa 

ng... kulang pa ang infrastructure sa kasalukuyan para effectively ma-recycle ang product or 

material,” noted Benosa. 
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Trash endgame: Can recycling solve PH's plastic woes? 

 

 

(Recycling is part of the 3Rs but there were missteps and gaps in recycling. There is the incorrect 

sorting, the contamination of waste, and the lacking infrastructure to effectively recycle the 

product or material.) 

The World Bank also raised the challenges some leaders face when it comes to waste 

management. A local chief executive, for example, can only sign solid waste management 

contracts for the duration of their time in office, limiting them from implementing long-term 

policies. 

  

"The lack of funding to implement the legislation and infrastructure such as [materials recovery 

facilities are] cited as the key contributing factor to the failure to have widespread source-

segregation," it said. 

"Regulatory actions are necessary to create an enabling environment for plastics circularity. While 

voluntary commitments by the industry are a step in the right direction, they are not enough to 

divert plastic waste away from landfills and the open environment or tackle the marine plastics 

issue." 

The upcycling industry in the country can still improve as long as this is strengthened and 

developed to include government support, UP Diliman teaching associate and materials engineer 

Ricardo Sirot, Jr., told ABS-CBN News. 

"Once you have the right technology in place, adapted locally, all you need is the enabling 

environment – yung mga (the) policies, regulations, national, local policies and a comprehensive 

solid waste management framework," he said.  

 

Workers produce bricks mixed with upcycled plastics at Green Antz' site in Plaridel, Bulacan. Mark Demayo, ABS-CBN 

News 
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Trash endgame: Can recycling solve PH's plastic woes? 

 

The EPR bill, once signed into a law for example, can "promulgate" such industries and can be a 

"stepping stone in achieving proper waste management."  

"You are encouraging these producers, plastics, to manage their own waste... By such, I think 

lalago yung industry by then," he added. 

(I think the industry will grow by then.)  

For his part, Emmanuel said the public plays a key role in solving plastic pollution by being 

conscious with their behaviors as consumers, urging them to also think about the children. 

"I believe very strongly that the problem with waste is not a technological problem. It is an issue 

having to do with our behaviors as consumers," the scientist said. 

"This is the environment not only for ourselves but for future generations. That is an important 

moral imperative for all of us." 

This series was done under the GAIA-Break Free From Plastic Asia Pacific fellowship.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Source: https://news.abs-cbn.com/spotlight/multimedia/slideshow/05/06/22/trash-endgame-can-

recycling-solve-phs-plastic-woes 
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'Vote for those who'll stop river dredging' 

 By Leander C. Domingo 
May 6, 2022 
 
 

APARRI, Cagayan: Fisherfolk here have called on the electorate to vote for candidates who 

oppose the Cagayan River Restoration Project that they say has sharply decreased the catch and 

destroyed the livelihood of 15,000 people and their families. 

"Those behind the river dredging for black sand mining in Cagayan have no regard for life," 

according to this town's fishermen who spoke at a virtual news conference on Tuesday. 

"Our catch has dwindled since the dredging began. The tons of fish we usually get are gone," 

Marlyne Bugarin, wife of a fisherman and dried fish vendor, said in the vernacular. 

The fishermen claim that dredging activities have shattered the habitat and spawning cycles of 

fish and other marine resources including the aramang or soft-shelled link shrimps, the binnek 

and unnok clams and catadromous fishes like ludong, all endemic to the area. 

They also claim that before the dredging operations began in early 2021, they earned from P3,000 

to P7,000, which were reduced to P300 to P1,000 each for three days' work during the period from 

December 2021 to April 22 when there were already dredging activities. 

The fishermen called on the next Philippine president who will be elected in the May 9, 2022 polls 

to issue an executive order to stop the government-led dredging that aims to desilt the Cagayan 

River and make way for the construction of an international seaport in this town. 

Town parish priest Fr. Manuel Catral said the project presents a clear and present danger to the 

people. 

"What use will the port have when there is no catch? What use is development when there is no 

food? What use is development when the environment is ruined?" Catral also said, speaking in the 

vernacular alongside the fishermen. 

Former fisheries instructor at Cagayan State University and long-time advocate for the 

fisherfolk Antonio Liquigan noted that the dredging project is good to prevent flooding in 

upstream Cagayan including Tuguegarao City. 

 

He, however, said dredging is not the only solution, and it should take into account its impact on 

all communities. 

"If you think about it, more lives will be sacrificed if this continues. It's as if the fisherfolk are 

worthless. They do not recognize that fisherfolk have the same dignity as they have," Catral added. 

Earlier, the Mines and Geosciences Bureau (MGB) in Region 2 disputed claims made by the 

fishermen that the dredging project is related to black sand mining. 

Engineer Mario Ancheta, MGB Region 2 director, said an earlier bureau-led investigation has 

proved that there are no black sand mining activities in the dredging project of the government to 

desilt the Cagayan River. 
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'Vote for those who'll stop river dredging' 

 

"There is no black sand mining that is taking place in the ongoing dredging of the heavily-silted 

Cagayan River and that the dredging will not affect the aramang catch in the coastal town of 

Aparri," he added. 

Ancheta noted that although the Bureau of Fisheries and Aquatic Resources in Region 2 has 

confirmed the decrease of aramang catch in the town, he said this has been going on for the past 

seven years and is not in any way related to the river dredging activities. 

"The fishermen have mistaken the government dredging project to restore the Cagayan River for 

that of black sand mining and the ongoing dredging activities," An 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Source: https://www.manilatimes.net/2022/05/06/news/regions/vote-for-those-wholl-stop-river-

dredging/1842509 
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Burnham, sewerage projects on hold for lack of funds: 

TIEZA 

By Liza Agoot May 6, 2022, 5:05 pm 

 

 

ON HOLD. A view of Baguio City's Burnham Park, which was supposed to undergo a PHP400-million improvement 

project, in this file photo. The project, however, was put on hold due to the lack of funds amid the pandemic. (PNA 

photo by Liza T. Agoot) 

 

BAUKO, Mountain Province – The Tourism Infrastructure and Enterprise Zone Authority 

(TIEZA) said the big-ticket projects they had committed to financing before the pandemic are still 

suspended due to lack of funding. 

"They are suspended but we are not canceling the assistance to the projects," said Mark Lapid, 

chief operating officer, in a press conference on the sidelines of the formal re-opening of the 

Mount Data Hotel here on Thursday. 

The official said that with the travel of people being scarce, TIEZA was unable to receive travel 

taxes, the agency's main source of funds. 

"There is no money. The funds of TIEZA have been used for the pandemic response of the 

government at the height of the (coronavirus disease 2019) pandemic," Lapid said. 

In 2019, TIEZA approved funds of over PHP400 million for the rehabilitation and improvement of 

Burnham Park, aside from the city's sewerage treatment plant. 

The whole Burnham Park reservation used to be under the management of the TIEZA but was 

ceded to the city government in early 2000. 

Lapid said TIEZA is in the process of filing a loan to finance its various projects. 

"Baka maisama ang Baguio projects (We hope that the projects in Baguio will be included)," he 

said. (PNA) 

Source: https://www.pna.gov.ph/articles/1173817 
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‘Work closely with communities’: BAN Toxics on citizen 

participation in research and development in the ASGM 

sector in the PH 

 Friday, May 6, 2022 Journal Online 

 

 

 

Several environmental organizations on Thursday, May 5, gathered during the International 

Pollutants Elimination Network (IPEN)’s D-Tox Session which aimed to discuss various toxic and 

waste issues in the Southeast Asia (SEA) region. 

The topic of the D-Tox Session was Citizen Science: A strategic approach to solving toxic waste 

and chemical issues in the region. The event was attended by participants from the Philippines, 

Thailand, Hong Kong, Indonesia, and Taiwan. 

Among the resource speakers was environmental watchdog BAN Toxics which was represented by 

their Policy and Research Officer, Jam Lorenzo. Lorenzo spoke about citizen participation in 

research and development in the Filipino artisanal and small-scale gold mining (ASGM) 

communities. 

“BAN Toxics has been working with the ASGM sector for more than a decade, and what this has 

taught us is that we need to recognize community expertise and knowledge in conducting 

research as a valuable resource that helps us to understand situations more clearly and allows us 

to work more closely with communities,” said Jam Lorenzo. 

Founded in 2006, BAN Toxics is a non-profit, non-governmental organization whose mandate is 

to promote sound chemicals and wastes management. The organization was established to 

respond to urgent waste and chemicals issues besetting the Philippines. BAN Toxics’ current 

grassroot interventions include capacity building programs for the ASGM communities in the 

Philippines. 
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‘Work closely with communities’: BAN Toxics on citizen 

participation in research and development in the ASGM 

sector in the PH 

 

Citizen science is a strategic tool that empowers communities affected by toxic and waste issues 

with data and knowledge they can use to exercise their rights to a healthy and safe environment. 

The D-Tox session was conceived in 2020 as a virtual platform for non-government organizations 

in Southeast and East Asia which are members of the International Pollutants Elimination 

Network (IPEN) to discuss various toxic and waste issues in the region. Additionally, D-Tox is also 

an online capacity-building platform that helps POs improve their performance. 

Furthermore, the session was also attended by CitizenScience.Asia, EARTH Thailand, ECOTON 

Indonesia, Interfacing Development Interventions for Sustainability (IDIS) Philippines, Taiwan 

Watch Institute, and Greeners Action Hong Kong. 

This D-Tox session was organized by IPEN, with the help of CitizenScience.Asia, Ecological Alert, 

and Recovery Thailand, and EcoWaste Coalition. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Source: https://journal.com.ph/work-closely-with-communities-ban-toxics-on-citizen-

participation-in-research-and-development-in-the-asgm-sector-in-the-ph/ 
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TIGNAN: Nasabat ng mga otoridad ang daan-daang sako ng mga corals na iligal na kinuha sa 

Barangay Dapdap, Pilar, Sorsogon at ibebenta umano sa labas ng nasabing probinsiya. 

Arestado ang dalawang suspek na pawang mga residente ng Brgy. Del Rosario, Pilar Sorsogon, 

isang truck driver at 43-anyos na lalaki ng Brgy. Palanas, Pilar Sorsogon na inaming ang mga 

kontrabando ay ipapadala sa hindi pinangalanang consignee sa lalawigan ng Pampanga. 

Nasa kustodiya na ng Bureau of Fisheries and Aquatic Resources (BFAR) Regional Office V ang 

mga nakumpiskang 200 sako ng corals kabilang ang Isuzu truck, ang gamit na sasakyan. 

Paglabag sa Section 96 at 97 ng Republic Act 10654 o "An Act Prevent to Deter and Eliminate 

illegal in Reported in Regulated Fishing" amending Republic Act 8550 o ang "Philippine Fisheries 

Code of 1998" ang isasampang kaso laban sa mga suspek. 

Nakasulat sa section 96, ang pagbabawal sa pagsasamantala at pag-export ng corals ay labag sa 

batas para sa sinumang tao o korporasyon na mangalap, magmay-ari, maghatid, magbenta, o mag-

export ng ordinaryong, at mahalagang mga korales, hilaw man o nasa prosesong anyo, maliban sa 

mga layuning pang-agham o pananaliksik. 

Labag din sa batas para sa sinumang tao, korporasyon, o entity na gumawa ng anumang aktibidad 

na pumipinsala sa mga coral reef. 

Ang may-ari/operator ng sasakyang pangingisda, kapitan ng bangka, master fisherman, at 

recruiter o tagapag-ayos ng mga manggagawang isda ay paparusahan ng administratibong multa 

na katumbas ng walong halaga ng corals na natipon, ibebenta o eexport at ito ay nagkakahalaga 

ng Php 500,000.00 hanggang Php 10,000,000.00, na kung saan ay mas mataas, at forfeiture ng 

corals. Ang nagkasala ay dapat ding magbayad ng kabayaran para sa pagpapanumbalik ng mga 

nasirang coral reef. 

#AkoBicolNews 

#AkoBicolOnlineTV 

 

 

Source: https://www.facebook.com/101889188328588/posts/509655987551904/?app=fbl 
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‘Climate change is human rights issue’ — CHR 

Published May 6, 2022, 4:30 PM 
by Czarina Nicole Ong Ki 
 
 

 

Commission on Human Rights (CHR) 

 

“Deliberate obstinacy” on the part of the government to address climate change “could be equated 

to violations of the human rights of its citizens.” 

This was stressed by the Commission on Human Rights (CHR) on Friday, May 6, as it released its 

report on National Inquiry on Climate Change (NICC). 

The report detailed the duties and responsibilities of the government and private businesses in 

addressing climate change and protecting the environment. 

“The findings and recommendations in the report are informed by science and governance 

experts, and may be considered by political and executive branches of government, as well as by 

courts,” the CHR said. 

It said “the report intends to help identify and elaborate on basic rights and duties relative to 

climate change, as well as to amplify standards for corporate behavior.” 

The report was released at the CHR’s central office in Diliman, Quezon City. Former CHR 

Commissioner Roberto Eugenio Cadiz released the report as focal commissioner handling the 

NICC. 

Cadiz stressed that climate change is a human rights issue and the government has “the duty to 

address the issue.” 

In its 161-page report, the CHR recommended that the Philippine government should commit to 

the United Nations Guiding Principles (UNGP) and formulate a national action plan on business 

and human rights. 
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‘Climate change is human rights issue’ — CHR 

 

The commitment, it said, will ensure that business enterprises, in the conduct of activities, do not 

violate the fundamental freedom of individuals and communities. 

In the report, the CHR also recommended that the government declare a climate and 

environmental alert. 

“The government must recognize the need for urgent measures to address the impacts of climate 

change. There must be acknowledgment that anthropogenic climate change, if left unmitigated, 

can lead to global extinction,” it said. 

It also recommended the adoption of the Asian Development Bank (ADB)-Sustainable Transport 

Initiative to reduce greenhouse gas (GHG) emissions from the transport sector. 

“This includes policies that will discourage unnecessary travel, create more energy efficient routes, 

modernize railways and the public transport system, and improve vehicle energy efficiency 

through better inspection and enforcement,” the CHR said. 

To have an effective adaptation of climate action, the CHR stressed that there must be a proper 

framework policy mandating the sharing, reporting, and verification of climate data from 

scientists, meteorologists, and researchers from the government and private sector. 

The framework policy will lead to better infrastructure development, coastal planning, climate 

risk reduction, and forest management, it pointed out. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Source: https://mb.com.ph/2022/05/06/climate-change-is-human-rights-issue-chr/ 
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State of the climate: start of 2022 is the fifth warmest on 

record 

 

After a slightly cooler 2021 on the Earth’s surface, the world is on track for 2022 to be somewhere 

between the fourth and eighth warmest year since records began in the mid-1850s. 

 

 

Three women make use of their time stuck in traffic on an open-air bus in the heat and humidity of Manila, 

Philippines. Image: Wayne S. Grazio, CC BY-SA 3.0, via Flickr. 

By Zeke Hausfather, Carbon Brief 
10 minute readMay 6, 2022 
 

 
It is very unlikely to be a record warm year due to moderately strong La Niña conditions in the 

early part of the year that are projected to continue for at least the next six months.  

Not every year is expected to set a new record for the surface – and 2022 annual temperatures will 

likely end up well in-line with the long-term warming trend that the world has experienced over 

the past five decades.  

 

The first four months of 2022 were the fifth warmest start to a year on record so far. March 2022 

saw record warmth over China and large parts of southern Asia, as well as exceptionally high 

temperatures in the Arctic. In Antarctica, a March heatwave saw temperatures nearly 40C above 

normal in the eastern part of the continent. 

Arctic sea ice currently is on the low end of its historical range, while Antarctic sea ice saw the 

lowest sea ice extent on record in late February.  
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State of the climate: start of 2022 is the fifth warmest on 

record 

 

Fifth warmest year on record so far 

Global surface temperatures are recorded and reported by a number of different international 

groups, including NASA, NOAA, Met Office Hadley Centre/UEA and Berkeley 

Earth. Copernicus/ECMWF also produces a surface temperature estimate based on a combination 

of measurements and a weather model – an approach known as “reanalysis”. 

The temperatures in the first three months of 2022 were the seventh warmest first quarter of the 

year on record, behind all of the past six years – but warmer than every year on record prior to 

2015. The figure below shows how temperatures to-date compare to prior years in the NASA 

dataset. It shows the temperature of the year-to-date for each month of the year, from January 

through to the full annual average. 

 

Year-to-date temperature anomalies for each month from 2014 to 2022 from NASA GISTEMP. 

Anomalies plotted with respect to a 1981-2010 baseline. Chart by Carbon Brief using Highcharts. 

The table below shows the ranking of months in 2022 compared to the same month in all prior 

years since records began.  
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State of the climate: start of 2022 is the fifth warmest on 

record 

 

 

 

Rankings of 2022 temperatures by month across different datasets. Note that Hadley and Berkeley 

go back to 1850, NASA and NOAA go back to 1880, and Copernicus/ECMWF is only available since 

1979. 

January and March were the sixth and fifth warmest, respectively, across all the datasets. February 

was a bit cooler, coming in at somewhere between the sixth and ninth warmest on record. 

 

The chart below compares the annual global surface temperatures from these different groups 

since 1970 – or 1979 in the case of Copernicus/ECMWF. The coloured lines show the temperature 

for each year, while the dots on the right-hand side show the year-to-date estimate for January to 

March 2022. 

 

Values are shown relative to a common baseline period – the 1981-2010 average temperature for 

each series. Surface temperature records have shown around 0.9C warming since the year 1970, a 

warming rate of about 0.19C per decade. 

 

Year-to-date values are not yet available from Hadley/UEA due to reporting delays for March. The 

values in this chart will be updated when that data becomes available. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

STRATEGIC  

COMMUNICATION &   

INITIATIVES  

SERVICE 

Headline 

Editorial 

Column 

Opinion 

Feature Article 

 

https://www.ncdc.noaa.gov/monitoring-references/dyk/anomalies-vs-temperature


May 7, 2022 

Date 

 4 of 13 

Page 

 

 

 

 

State of the climate: start of 2022 is the fifth warmest on 

record 

 

 

 

Annual global mean surface temperatures from NASA GISTEMP, NOAA 

GlobalTemp, Hadley/UEA HadCRUT5, Berkeley Earth, and Copernicus/ECMWF (lines), along 

with 2022 temperatures to-date (January-March, coloured dots). Anomalies plotted with respect to 

a 1981-2010 baseline. Chart by Carbon Brief using Highcharts. 

 

El Niño and La Niña events – collectively referred to as the El Niño Southern Oscillation, or ENSO 

– are the main driver of year-to-year variation on top of the long-term surface warming trend. 

ENSO events are characterised by fluctuations in temperature between the ocean and atmosphere 

in the tropical Pacific, which help to make some years warmer and some cooler.  

 

The La Niña conditions seen in the early part of 2022 are likely to continue through the remainder 

of the year, though most models show a slight weakening of La Niña and the possibility of a 

“neutral” ENSO by the end of the year. 

 

This can be seen in the figure below, which shows a range of ENSO forecast models produced by 

different scientific groups, with the average for each model type shown by thick red, blue and 

green lines. Positive values above 0.5C indicate El Niño conditions, negative values below -0.5 

show La Niña conditions and values between the two represent ENSO neutral conditions. 
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El Niño Southern Oscillation (ENSO) forecast models for three-month periods in the Niño3.4 

region (March, April, May - MAM - and so on), taken from the IRI/CPC ENSO forecast. 

 

Global temperatures tend to lag behind ENSO conditions by a few months, so the current cooler 

global conditions may persist even after the La Niña event has ended.  

 

Exceptional warmth in some regions 

Despite only being the fifth warmest year on record to-date, 2022 has seen exceptional warming in 

a number of regions in the first quarter of the year, including record-setting heatwaves in both 

poles. As the map below illustrates, much of Asia, the Arctic and parts of the Antarctic saw 

particularly warm conditions in March. 
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Distribution of global temperature anomalies in March 2022, relative to a 1951-80 baseline period. 

Figure from Berkeley Earth. 

 

Portions of southern Asia – including much of China and India – experienced record warmth in 

March 2022. According to analysis by Berkeley Earth, 4.2 per cent of the Earth’s surface had the 

hottest March on record, while 79 per cent was warmer than during the 1951-80 baseline period 

used by Berkeley Earth. No location on Earth saw a record-cold March. 

 

The most remarkable climate event of the first quarter of the year occurred in East Antarctica in 

March, where some regions experienced temperatures nearly 40C above normal for the time of 

year. The Dome C temperature station in Antarctica set a world record for the largest temperature 

excess above normal ever measured at a weather station, as shown in the figure below. 
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Daily temperatures at Dome C, Antarctica, from 1990 through 2022, with the exceptional heat 

wave during March 2022 shown by red dots. Figure from Berkeley Earth. 

 

This event also coincided with record-low Antarctic sea ice cover and an ice shelf in East 

Antarctica the size of New York City collapsed into the ocean. 

 

Climate models and observations 

Climate models provide physics-based estimates of future warming given different assumptions 

about future emissions, greenhouse gas concentrations and other climate-influencing factors. 

The figure below shows the range of individual model forecasts featured in the IPCC’s AR5 – 

known collectively as the CMIP5 models – between 1970 and 2030. The black line and grey shading 

indicate the average projection and spread, respectively, across all the models. Individual 

observational temperature records are represented by coloured lines. 
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Twelve-month average global average surface temperatures from CMIP5 models and observations 

between 1970 and 2030. Models use RCP4.5 forcings after 2005. They include sea surface 

temperatures over oceans and surface air temperatures over land to match what is measured by 

observations. Anomalies plotted with respect to a 1981-2010 baseline. Chart by Carbon Brief 

using Highcharts. 

The latest generation of models – CMIP6 – are not compared to observations in this state of the 

climate report. The most recent report from the IPCC’s sixth assessment report (AR6) has changed 

the way that the ensemble of models is used. 

Rather than simply taking the average of all the models (and their range) – as was the case in 

previous IPCC reports – the IPCC decided to use a weighted subset of models that agreed well 

with historical observations. This also reflected a narrowing of climate sensitivity in the most 

recent IPCC report – such that a number of new models fall outside the “very likely” sensitivity 

range.  

While the IPCC AR6 provided a new set of future “assessed warming” projections, these start in 

the year 2015, which makes comparisons with observations over such a short period not very 

informative. Carbon Brief will have more on this subject soon, including a discussion of how to 

best use CMIP6 model data consistent with the AR6 approach. 

Sea ice 

Arctic sea ice extent spent much of early 2022 at the low end of the historical 1979-2010 range, but 

only came close to setting a new record daily low in early March. There is generally less variability 

in year-to-year Arctic sea ice extent in the winter than in the summer, as cold winter temperatures 

refreeze large portions of the Arctic even in a warmer world.  

Antarctic sea ice, on the other hand, was at or near record lows for all of 2022 to date. Late 

February saw the lowest Antarctic sea ice extent since records began, though the degree to which  
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this was driven by climate change remains unclear given the lack of a clear long-term trend in the 

region – unlike in the Arctic, where sea ice declines are clearly driven by warming.  

The figure below shows both Arctic and Antarctic sea ice extent in 2022 (solid red and blue lines), 

the historical range in the record between 1979 and 2010 (shaded areas) and the record lows 

(dotted black line). Unlike global temperature records (which only report monthly averages), sea 

ice data is collected and updated on a daily basis, allowing sea ice extent to be viewed through to 

the present. 

 

 

Arctic and Antarctic daily sea ice extent from the US National Snow and Ice Data Center. The bold 

lines show daily 2022 values, the shaded area indicates the two standard deviation range in 

historical values between 1979 and 2010. The dotted black lines show the record lows for each 

pole. Chart by Carbon Brief using Highcharts. 

 

The summer Arctic sea ice minimum is a somewhat iconic figure and recent years have yet to drop 

below the record low set in 2012. While Arctic sea ice is on the low end of its historical range, it is 

still too early to know where the 2022 minimum will fall as winter extent is not a clear indicator of 

the summer minimum. 

 

The chart below shows the average Arctic sea ice extent for each week of the year for every year 

between 1978 and 2021, with 2022 to-date highlighted with a thick black line.  
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Arctic and Antarctic daily sea ice extent from the US National Snow and Ice Data Center. The bold 

lines show daily 2022 values, the shaded area indicates the two standard deviation range in 

historical values between 1979 and 2010. The dotted black lines show the record lows for each 

pole. Chart by Carbon Brief using Highcharts. 

 

Finally, it is worth noting that sea ice extent only tells part of the story. In addition to declining ice 

extent, the sea ice that remains tends to be younger and thinner than ice that used to cover the 

region. The figure below, using data from the Pan-Arctic Ice Ocean Modeling and Assimilation 

System (PIOMAS), shows the Arctic sea ice thickness for every year between 1979 and 2022.  

 

While sea ice volume is currently above its 2021 values, it is still well in-line with the long-term 

downward trend. 
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Arctic sea-ice volume anomalies from 1979 through April 2022 from PIOMAS. 

 

Where will 2022 end up? 

The first three months of 2022 can give some sense of what to expect for the entire year. By 

looking at the relationship between the first quarter and the annual temperatures for every year 

since 1970 – as well as ENSO conditions for the first three months of the year and projected 

conditions for the remaining months – Carbon Brief has created a projection of what the final 

global average temperature for 2022 will likely turn out to be.  

 

The analysis includes the estimated uncertainty in 2022 outcomes, given that temperatures from 

only the first third of the year are available so far. 
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Annual global average surface temperature anomalies from Copernicus/ECMWF plotted with 

respect to a 1981-2010 baseline. To-date 2022 values include January-March. Estimated 2022 annual 

value based on relationship between the January-March temperatures and annual temperatures 

between 1970 and 2021. Chart by Carbon Brief using Highcharts. 

 

The projection suggests that 2022 has the best chance of ending up as somewhere between the 

fourth and eighth warmest year on record. Annual temperatures are likely to be a tad below what 

would be expected based on the long-term warming trend since 1970 – which is shown by the 

dashed line in the figure. 

 

Carbon Brief provided a similar estimate of where 2022 temperatures would end up at the start of 

the year, prior to any 2022 monthly temperature data becoming available. The figure below shows 

this initial estimate, as well as ones made when January, February and March data were available. 
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Carbon Brief projections of likely 2022 annual temperatures based on 

the Copernicus/ECMWF dataset at the start of the year, and after each month of data is available. 

 

While it seems very unlikely that 2022 will be a record warm year for the world as a whole, it still 

may have many regional climate extremes in store. Not every year will set a new record due to 

short-term natural variability driven by La Niña and El Niño events, but the long-term warming 

trend marches on at around 0.19C warming per decade. 

This story was published with permission from Carbon Brief. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Source: https://www.eco-business.com/news/state-of-the-climate-start-of-2022-is-the-fifth-

warmest-on-record/ 
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Greenpeace urges DR Congo to probe illegal forestry 

concessions 

 By Agence France-Presse 
May 7, 2022 

 

KINSHASA, DR Congo: Greenpeace on Thursday urged a top state prosecutor in the Democratic 

Republic of Congo to investigate allegations that six ex-government ministers granted forestry 

concessions in violation of a logging moratorium. The Congo Basin Forest is the world's second-

largest rainforest after the Amazon, covering two-thirds of the surface of the DRC. The vast forest 

plays a vital role in fighting climate change as a major absorber of carbon dioxide. A moratorium 

on new logging concessions has been in place since 2002. On Thursday, Greenpeace and five other 

organizations said they had asked the state prosecutor of Congo's High Court to investigate six ex-

government ministers allegedly involved in granting logging concessions between 2014 and 2020. 

Congolese President Felix Tshisekedi announced last October, ahead of the COP26 climate 

summit, that he had ordered the suspension of all "doubtful" forestry contracts. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Source: https://www.manilatimes.net/2022/05/07/news/world/greenpeace-urges-dr-congo-

toprobe-illegal-forestry-concessions/1842655 
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WHO: 17 milyong patay sa COVID-19 mula 2020-2021 

By Danilo Garcia(Pang-Masa)  
- May 7, 2022 - 12:00am 

 

  

 

 

Sa bagong pagtataya ng WHO, ipinapakita na ang kabuuang death toll na direkta o hindi direkta 

sa COVID-19 mula Enero 1, 2020 hanggang Disyembre 31, 2021 ay nasa 14.9 milyon. 

AFP / Maria Tan 

MANILA, Philippines — Inihayag ng World Health Organization (WHO) na nasa 13.3 hanggang 

16.6 milyong katao ang nasawi sa COVID-19 mula nang dumapo ang pandemya sa mundo mula 

2020 hanggang 2021. 

Sa bagong pagtataya ng WHO, ipinapakita na ang kabuuang death toll na direkta o hindi direkta 

sa COVID-19 mula Enero 1, 2020 hanggang Disyembre 31, 2021 ay nasa 14.9 milyon. 

Ayon sa WHO, ang nakakagimbal na datos ay hindi lamang tumutukoy sa matinding epekto ng 

pandemya ngunit isang uri ng paggising sa lahat ng bansa na mag-invest sa mas maayos na 

sistemang pangkalusugan na kayang sumagupa tuwing may krisis at dapat idagdag pa ang mas 

malakas na sistema sa impormasyon at edukasyong pangkalusugan. 

Ang pagtataya ay tinatawag na ‘excess mortality’ na kinabibilangan ng mga direktang nasawi dahil 

sa COVID-19 at mga pumanaw dahil sa epekto ng pandemya sa sistemang pangkalusugan ng mga 

bansa at ng antas ng pamumuhay. 

Unang idineklara ng WHO ang COVID-19 na isang internasyunal na ‘public health emergency’ 

noong Enero 30, 2020, makaraang unang kumalat ito sa China at iniulat ng mga bansa sa mundo 

na nasa 5.42 milyon ang nasawi noong 2020 at 2021 at nasa 6.24 milyon na ito ngayon kapag 

isinama ang mga pumanaw ngayong 2022. 
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