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DENR orders its officials to ensure PWDs participation in 

programs, project implementation 

Published May 4, 2022, 9:37 AM 

by Aaron Recuenco  
 
 
The Department of Environment and Natural Resources (DENR) ordered on Wednesday, May 4, 

all its local officials to include employees with disabilities to the activities of the department, 

especially in programs and projects where they could help the most. 

Acting Environment Secretary Jim O. Sampulna issued the order in a bid to address discrimination 

in the department as ordered by President Duterte. 

“Those who are strong must support those who are weak. God gave us a complete body to 

accomplish this mission—to assure that the PWDs(persons with disabilities) are comfortable and 

happy in working in the DENR,” Sampulna said. 

“PWDs often encounter discrimination. That’s something that I don’t want to happen in DENR, 

that our PWDs are being discriminated. Whatever we give to those who are not disabled, we 

should also give to the PWDs,” he added. 

In his message during a hybrid webinar, “Invest in Our Planet: Adopt PWD Environmental Best 

Practices, Strengthening PWDs’ and Senior Citizens’ Social Environmental Networks,” on April 27, 

Sampula said there should be equal treatment among DENR employees. 

Eighty workers, 18 of them from the Persons with Disability Affairs Office (PDAOs) in various 

local government units, and the DENR-PWD focal persons, took part in the activity where the 

effects of climate change and best practices on environment conservation and protection were 

discussed. 

The webinar, which is a part of the Earth Day 2022 culminating activity, aimed to fulfill the 

DENR’s mission of “mobilizing the citizenry in protecting, conserving, and managing the 

environment and natural resources for the present and future generations.” 

It is also in consonance with adopting a “whole-of-community approach” with PWDs in the 

spotlight and an integral part of activities in climate change mitigation and adaptation. 

For his part, DENR Assistant Secretary for Human Resources, Strategic Communication and 

Sectoral Initiatives Hiro V. Masuda elaborated this year’s theme of Earth Day 2022, “Invest in our 

Planet.” 

“Including all sectors of society, all people, wildlife, plants, will be a big part of sustaining the 

world we live in,” Masuda said. 

“There will be more environmental learning activities and interventions for the PWDs to look out 

for, including a memorandum of agreement signing to create counterparts of information, 

education, and communication materials in Braille,” he added. 

 

Source: http://mb.com.ph/2022/05/04/denr-orders-its-officials-to-ensure-pwds-participation-in-

programs-project-implementation/ 
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DENR partners with Parañaque City, private sector to 

rehabilitate Manila Bay tributaries 

May 4, 20224 min read 
By Rjhay E Laurea 
 
 

MANILA — Works to fast-track the recovery in the southern part of the Manila Bay region have 

begun following a partnership signing between the Department of Environment and Natural 

Resources (DENR) and Parañaque City, including Aseana City’s business buildings and lot owners, 

to clean up the bay’s creeks. 

As part of its duty under the DENR’s Adopt-a-Waterbody or Adopt-an-Estero Program, the Aseana 

City — through its Aseana Business Park Estate Association (ABPEA) — led the clean-up tasks 

along the Redemptorist Water Channel in Parañaque City. 

The Metropolitan Manila Development Authority (MMDA) gave the tools for the tasks that began 

in April. 

DENR Acting Sec. Jim O. Sampulna welcomed the digging efforts showing a continuous 

environmental aid with Aseana City and the city gov’t of Parañaque. 

“Such partnerships highlight the importance of our partnership with the private sector and local 

government unit (LGU) in the realization and success of our programs, especially a priority 

program such as the Manila Bay Rehabilitation,” Sampulna said. 

Aseana City is a 107-hectare business district in a reclaimed area that holds many buildings, such 

as the Ayala Malls, Manila Bay, City of Dreams, and the Passport Center of the Department of 

Foreign Affairs. 

Aseana City, through ABPEA — the official organization of locators or lot owners in Aseana City 

— adopted the 1,404-meter stretch of the Redemptorist Water Channel in June 2013 in response to 

the government’s call for help from the private sector to improve the state of waterways across the 

country. 

The water channel, which spans barangays Baclaran and Tambo in Parañaque City, was made to 

ease flooding, certainly in recovered areas. 

Asst. Sec. Gilbert Gonzales, who monitors the DENR’s Metropolitan Environmental Offices or 

MEOs, said that the channel was considered a priority waterway in the area since it is a creek of 

Manila Bay. 

“Cleanup and dredging the Redemptorist Water Channel would not only improve the quality of 

the water but also reduce, if not prevent, flooding in the area and in surrounding communities 

especially when rains come,” he said. 

Aside from the digging, the ABPEA has been working to have more buildings in its complex join 

the government’s Adopt-a-Waterbody program to improve water quality in the tributaries of 

Manila Bay and speed up its rehabilitation. 

Under the program, adopters commit to start coordination with other sectors, the community, 

and other gov’t agencies in starting cleanup tasks and putting up meddlings to improve water 

quality in the adopted water body. 
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DENR partners with Parañaque City, private sector to 

rehabilitate Manila Bay tributaries 

 

 

With Aseana City, the meddlings have included giving boats and setting up steel floaters and bio 

fences as an aid in piling trash trapped in canals, to add the cleanups by its environmental security 

personnel. 

Its efforts in the Channel have paid off, as the DENR observed a significant decrease in annual 

fecal coliform levels from 716 million in 2017 to 132 million most probable number per 100 

milliliters (mpN/100mL) in 2021. 

It was further down to 54,000 in the first quarter of 2022. 

The developer has also been cooperating with the DENR’s Metropolitan Environmental Office 

(MEO) South for other areas of mergers within Parañaque City. 

In one of their meetings, which was also attended by the LGU, over 50 pollution control officers 

(PCOs) of distinct locator buildings in the business park were able to clarify requirements and 

rules related to wastewater discharge and compliance with environmental laws. 

The Adopt-a-Waterbody Program was also offered to the PCOs.(ai/mtvn) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Source: https://maharlika.tv/2022/05/04/denr-partners-with-paranaque-city-private-sector-to-

rehabilitate-manila-bay-tributaries/?fbclid=IwAR1nAz00ntTlY_TDZqj1nxPhbfRcfCb-

41TydWyAjOEngS_lyM56W1KoVYM 
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10-hectare bamboo plantation to rise in Antique town 

By Annabel Consuelo Petinglay May 4, 2022, 6:45 pm 

 

 

MOA SIGNING. Mines and Geosciences Bureau Regional Director Raul Laput (left), Antique Governor Rhodora J. 

Cadiao (center), and Department of Environment and Natural Resources Regional Executive Director Livino B. Duran 

on Wednesday (May 4, 2022) sign the memorandum of agreement for the establishment of the Communal Bamboo 

Plantation in Barangay Alvañiz in Patnongon, Antique. Duran said the plantation will provide socio-economic 

advancement for the province and at the same time support the National Greening Program. (PNA photo by Annabel 

Petinglay) 

 

SAN JOSE DE BUENAVISTA, Antique – A 10-hectare Communal Bamboo Plantation will be 

established in Barangay Alvañiz in Patnongon, Antique to help in the greening of the environment, 

mitigate climate change, and provide livelihood to village residents. 

A memorandum of agreement (MOA) was signed on Wednesday by the Department of 

Environment and Natural Resources (DENR), Mines and Geosciences Bureau (MGB), Antique 

provincial government, Antique Sand and Gravel Quarry Permittees’ Association, Incorporated 

(ASGOPAI) and the Alvañiz Upland Farmer’s Association (AUFA) for the planting of bamboo as 

part of the National Greening Program (NGP). 

DENR Regional Executive Director Livino B. Duran said the establishment of the Communal 

Bamboo Plantation on 10-hectare timberland can help in the socio-economic advancement of the 

province where the 72 members of the AUFA would be able to earn a living through planting and 

maintaining the plantation. 

“This is also in support to the NGP which aims to accelerate the rehabilitation and reforestation of 

unproductive, denuded and degraded areas,” Duran added. 

Under the DENR Administrative Order 2017-03 issued on February 15, 2017 establishment of the 

bamboo plantation has been included in the protection of forests and areas along the riverbanks. 

MGB Regional Director Raul Laput said the bamboo plantation will not only restore the greening of 

the area but can also help mitigate the effects of climate change. 

Bamboo absorbs greenhouse gases and produces more oxygen into the atmosphere. It also thrives 

on hostile and degraded lands. 
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10-hectare bamboo plantation to rise in Antique town 

 

 

Laput added ASGOPAI, which is under their sector, will provide funding of PHP455,976 for the 

bamboo plantation including the seedlings and labor as the project calls for the planting of 2,346 

rooted bamboo cuttings in December. 

Antique Governor Rhodora Cadiao lauded ASGOPAI for coming up with such a project that will 

also empower other Antiqueños, particularly members of the AUFA by providing them with a 

livelihood. 

“I know we have to start from scratch, but then we could look forward that this project could bring 

economic development for our people,” she said. 

The provincial government through the Environment and Natural Resources Office headed by 

Vivian Marfil and the DENR will then be providing technical assistance as well as monitor and 

evaluate the project. (PNA) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Source: https://www.pna.gov.ph/articles/1173663 
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DENR KATUWANG NG COMELEC SA 
PAGBABAKLAS NG CAMPAIGN MATERIALS SA 
MGA PUNO 
May 5, 2022 admin 

 

TUTULONG na rin ang tanggapan ng DENR sa pagbabaklas ng  campaign materials na ikinabit 
mismo sa mga puno. 

Kahapon ay nagsimula nang magsagawa ng pagbabaklas ang mga tauhan ng DENR kasama ang 
Task Force Oplan Baklas sa mga lugar ng Quezon City, Navotas City at Caloocan City. 

Ayon sa DENR, daan daang posters ang kanilang nabaklas mula sa pagkakadikit sa mga puno. 

Base sa ilalim ng Comelec resolution 10730, ipinagbabawal ang paglalagay ng campaign materials 
sa mga puno o halaman na nasa pampublikong lugar gaya ng kalsada, plaza, paaralan o parke. 

Kasabay nito, binalaan din ng DENR ang publiko na nagkakabit ng  campaign materials sa mga 
hindi designated areas lalo na sa mga puno lalo pa’t mayroong ipinaiiral na Republic ACT 3571 
na nagbabawal na pinsalain ang mga puno. 

Ang nasabing resolusyon ay mahigpit na nagbabawal sa pagpinsala ng mga puno kung saan may 
karampatang parusang kahaharapin ang mga lalabag ditto. BETH C 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Source: https://pilipinomirror.com/denr-katuwang-ng-comelec-sa-pagbabaklas-ng-

campaign-materials-sa-mga-

puno/?utm_source=rss&utm_medium=rss&utm_campaign=denr-katuwang-ng-comelec-

sa-pagbabaklas-ng-campaign-materials-sa-mga-puno  
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5 more as protected areas 

May 4, 20226 min read 

 

 

 

We welcome the enactment into law of five measures declaring Mt. Pulag in Benguet, Mt. Arayat 

in Pampanga, Naga-Kabasalan in Zamboanga Sibugay, Tirad Pass in Ilocos Sur, and Banao in 

Kalinga to the list of protected areas under the National Protected Areas System or NIPAS. 

The bills, authored by Senator Cynthia Villar, and signed into law by President Rodrigo Duterte 

are now known as Republic Acts 11684, 11685, 11686, 11687, and 11688. 

With this, there are now 112 protected areas in the country that have been so declared through 

legislation. 

Villar, the chairperson of the Senate committee on environment and natural resources, said: “The 

signing of these laws would mean more forest lands; landscapes; ecologically rich, unique and 

biologically important areas that are habitats of threatened species of plants and animals; 

biographic zones and related ecosystem, whether terrestrial wetland or marine would be 

protected.” 

These areas would be given protected status by legislative action to ensure their conservation. 

Villar had pushed for the passage of the E-NIPAS Act of 2018, which strengthened the legal 

framework for the establishment, management, and maintenance of all designated protected areas 

in the country or those that are identified to be ecologically rich and biologically important public 

lands. 

“Under the NIPAS Act, it is the policy of the state “to secure for the Filipino people of present and 

future generations the perpetual existence of all native plants and animals through the 

establishment of a comprehensive system of integrated protected areas,” said Villar. 
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5 more as protected areas 

 

 

“I hope that all those concerned will get their acts together and strongly adhere to the provisions 

of these newly-enacted laws,” further stated the senator. 

The laws cited that effective administration of these areas is possible only through cooperation 

among the national government, local government units, concerned non-governmental 

organizations, private entities, and local communities. 

The laws also mandate ensuring the mobilization of resources for the institutional mechanisms, as 

well as the full scientific and technical support needed for the conservation of biodiversity and the 

integrity of the ecosystems, culture, and indigenous practices. 

Under RAs 11684, 11685, 11686, 11687, and 11688, “the Secretary of the Department of Environment 

and Natural Resources, upon the recommendation of the Protected Area Management Board, may 

designate areas surrounding the protected areas for the purpose of providing an ‘extra layer of 

protection’ where restrictions may be applied.” 

“In cases where the designated buffer zone would cover private lands, the owners thereof shall be 

required to design their development with due consideration to the protected area management 

plan,” the laws read. 

The laws noted that “the use and enjoyment of the protected landscapes must be consistent with 

the principles of biological diversity and sustainable development.” 

What are these latest five protected areas? 

Mt. Pulag, which straddles Benguet, Ifugao, and Nueva Vizcaya, is a dormant volcano, is Luzon’s 

highest peak at 2,928 meters above sea level, the third-highest mountain, after Mt. Apo and Mt. 

Dulang-dulang, and second most prominent (2,922 meters) mountain in the Philippines, and the 

26th-highest peak of an island on Earth. 

Pulag is famous for its “sea of clouds” and its exceptional view of the Milky Way Galaxy at dawn, 

which has attracted many tourists who wish to see the “other-worldly” scenery. It has four 

different trails namely Ambangeg Trail, Akiki Trail, Tawangan Trail, and Ambaguio Trail. 

The Battle of Tirad Pass in Ilocos Sur, sometimes referred to as the “Philippine Thermopylae,” was 

a battle in the Philippine–American War fought on December 2, 1899, in northern Luzon. 

The Americans lost two dead and nine wounded, most of which resulted from the repelled frontal 

assault. Despite nearly total annihilation, however, the Filipinos under General Gregorio Del Pilar 

held off the Americans long enough for President Emilio Aguinaldo Aguinaldo to escape. 

The third is Mt. Arayat, an inactive volcano but potentially active stratovolcano in Pampanga, 

rising to a height of 1,026 meters. The volcano has a breached crater on its northwest side with a 

smaller andesitic dome in the collapsed amphitheater. 
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Originally famous for the tales of fairies and other mystical creatures that supposedly inhabit its 

forests, Mt. Arayat is now considered one of the most popular hiking destinations in the Central 

Luzon region because of its dominating presence in the mostly flat plains in the area. 

Arayat has no recorded historical eruptions except weak fumarolic activity which is present on the 

northwest summit. 

The fourth is the 1,338-hectare Banao watershed in Kalinga. 

The Balbalasang-Balbalan National Park and Banao watershed area in the Northern Cordillera are 

proof positive of the inherent capacity of indigenous communities in natural resource protection 

and management. 

Through the Banao tribe’s “lapat” tradition, the area continues to maintain one of the most 

extensive tracts of old-growth forest in the country. 

The fifth is a parcel of land in the towns of Naga and Kabasalan in Zamboanga Sibugay in 

Mindanao. 

(Avicennia marina) and bakawan (Rhizophora spp.) were planted, matched with the 

conditions of the sites selected. With the growing expanse of mangroves came 

increased fish catch and reduced time for fishing. 

The mangroves are now supporting a rich array of marine and terrestrial life, which all the more 

paved for diversified means of livelihood for community members. 

The observed increase in income for many fisher folks has enabled them to send their children to 

school and buy motorized boats for livelihood. 

Also, mangroves have shielded communities in Kabasalan against strong winds and storm surges 

during typhoons. 

In the initial assessment conducted by DENR Region IX together with the concerned local 

government units of Zamboanga Sibugay in 2006, it was identified that the biological, physical, 

and cultural resources are at risk and may face severe damage and extinction in the near future if 

current economic destructive activities will be left unabated. The initial biodiversity survey also 

showed a declining population of cave-dwelling bats due to overcollection. 

Timely, as we stand up to the challenges of climate change. (ai/mtvn) 

 

 

 

 

Source: https://maharlika.tv/2022/05/04/5-more-as-protected-

areas/?fbclid=IwAR0NIoQ_5njKNCIv8pmlBLCqOe2uplGDKL_DxmquK9zpCWjDEgSPDNl1-SY 
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Pineda lauds Duterte for declaring Mount Arayat as 

protected area 

IAN OCAMPO FLORA  
April 30, 2022 
 
 

PAMPANGA Governor Dennis Pineda has lauded President Rodrigo Duterte for signing into law 

Republic Act No. 11684, which designates Mount Arayat as a protected area. 

 

Pineda said the law declaring Mount Arayat as a protected area is a big step in fully recognizing 

the importance of the area to biodiversity as well as eco-tourism. 

 

According to Pineda, the law will further boost conservation efforts in the area, as well as reinforce 

current efforts to promote it as an eco-tourism destination and an example for local biodiversity 

conservation. 

 

A protected area refers to portions of land and water set aside for their unique biodiversity and 

shielded from destructive human exploitation. Examples are natural parks, wildlife sanctuaries, 

marine reserves, and watershed or mangrove swamp forests. 

 

The Department of Environment and Natural Resources (DENR), since 2018, had placed Mount 

Arayat National Park under a Protected Area Suitability Assessment (Pasa), which is part of the 

long process of elevating the status of the area into a protected landscape. 

 

The new Republic Act No. 11038, or the Expanded National Integrated Protected Areas System 

(ENipas) Act of 2018, mandates all national parks to be designated as initial components of the 

system and be subjected to a Pasa. 

 

The National Park is comprised of Mount Arayat and some 3,715 hectares of its rolling and 

moderately rugged terrain. The mountain was formerly known as “Bunduk Alaya” or “Eastern 

Mountain,” while Arayat is the name of the town where majority of the mountain’s area is located. 

Eventually, people began referring to the mountain as Mount Arayat. 

 

Rising at a height of 1,026 meters above sea level, the mountain is considered an extinct 

stratovolcano, a circular volcanic crater that measures 1.2 kilometers in diameter, according to the 

DENR. The mountain is part of the Kapampangans’ proud heritage with creation stories and 

legends revolving around the fabled mountain. 

 

The Mount Arayat National Park covers portions of the eight barangays of Arayat town and 

another five barangays in Magalang town. 

 

Source: https://www.sunstar.com.ph/article/1927789/pampanga/local-news/pineda-lauds-duterte-

for-declaring-mount-arayat-as-protected-area 
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Source: https://www.facebook.com/168722493140749/posts/5388270854519194/?app=fbl 
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Manila Mining plans P519-million stock rights offer   

May 4, 2022 | 12:04 am 

 

 

FacebookMessengerTwitterLinkedInShare 

 

MANILA Mining Corp. said it is eyeing a stock rights offering amounting to P519.2 million to fund 

its exploration program, administrative costs, and settle trade payables and accruals. 

It plans to offer 51,917,357,740 common shares of the company, with a par value of P0.01 per share, 

consisting of 31,159,217,274 class A shares and 20,758,140,466 class B shares. 

“The net proceeds from the offer, after costs and fees of about P11.75 million, will be used by the 

company to fund its exploration program, administration costs, and settle trade payables and 

accruals,” it said in its prospectus. 

The offer period will run from May 16 to 20, with a listing date of June 20. 

The company tapped Penta Capital & Investment Corp. as the underwriter. 

“The offer shares shall be considered issued upon approval of Manila Mining’s application for 

increase of authorized capital stock with the Securities and Exchange Commission,” the company 

added. 

According to its prospectus, the company is currently not in operation. 

“It stopped its mining and milling operations on July 25, 2001 due to the expiration of the 

Temporary Authority to construct and operate Tailings Pond issued by the Environmental 

Management Bureau. Thereafter, activities have been limited to exploration and to securing the 

company’s assets,” it read. 
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Manila Mining plans P519-million stock rights offer   

 

 

Manila Mining was incorporated in 1949 to primarily engage in the mining and exploration of 

metals. 

The firm had two mining lease contracts with the government located in Surigao del Norte and 

currently has three other mineral production sharing agreement applications covering locations in 

Surigao del Norte and Agusan del Norte. 

It is an affiliate of Lepanto Consolidated Mining Co. and has one subsidiary, the Kalaya-an 

Copper-Gold Resources, Inc., which it owns 95% with Philex Mining Corp. owning the rest. 

At the stock exchange on Monday, Manila Mining shares ended lower by 3% at P0.0097 apiece. 

— Luisa Maria Jacinta C. Jocson 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Source: https://www.bworldonline.com/corporate/2022/05/04/446239/manila-mining-plans-p519-

million-stock-rights-offer/ 
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‘Lifting surface mining ban 

could help PHL overcome 

metals crunch challenge’ 

BYCAI ORDINARIO 
MAY 3, 2022 
 

 

“It’s an opportunity for the Philippines because it is one of the world’s major suppliers of copper and nickel. This is 

now time for the ban on surface mining in South Cotabato to be lifted.”—Former UP School of Economics Dean 

Ramon L. Clarete 

 

LIFTING the ban on surface mining in South Cotabato could create new economic opportunities 

for the Philippines amid the metals crunch, according to an economist. 

The country is a major supplier of copper and nickel, and this would place it at an advantage 

compared to other countries, former University of the Philippines School of Economics Dean 

Ramon L. Clarete told BusinessMirror. 

“On the positive side, it’s an opportunity for the Philippines because it is one of the world’s major 

suppliers of copper and nickel. This is now time for the ban on surface mining in South Cotabato 

to be lifted,” Clarete told this newspaper. 

The war in Eastern Europe is affecting the production not only of food and fuel but also 

construction materials. This poses a threat to the country’s ability to undertake key infrastructure 

projects. 

On Monday, BusinessMirror reported that infrastructure projects are facing cost increases and 

delays due to the impending shortage of construction materials brought by the war in Eastern 

Europe, according to local economists. (Story 

here: https://businessmirror.com.ph/2022/05/02/infra-faces-cost-hikes-delays-on-metals-

crunch/) 
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‘Lifting surface mining ban 

could help PHL overcome 

metals crunch challenge’ 

 

Former Tariff Commission Chairperson George Manzano pointed out that Russia is the second 

biggest import source of the Philippines for iron and steel. 

As of 2020, Manzano told the BusinessMirror, the Philippines imported $448 million worth of iron 

and steel from Russia. The impact of the war in Eastern Europe, he said, has already affected oil 

prices. 

 

“Well, just the spike in oil prices instigated by the conflict would have a cost push impact on 

goods in general, including construction material. The higher cost of transport alone will impact 

the cost of imported construction input,” Manzano told this newspaper. 

A report in Bloomberg stated that the energy crisis caused by the war in Eastern Europe has 

brought about a coal shortage. This is causing an energy crisis in India, threatening metal 

production in the South Asian country. 

‘ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Source: https://businessmirror.com.ph/2022/05/03/lifting-surface-mining-bancould-help-phl-

overcomemetals-crunch-challenge/ 
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EcoWaste pushes trash-free elections 

By Elizabeth Marcelo(The Philippine Star)  
- May 5, 2022 - 12:00am 

 

  

 

People walk past campaign posters displayed along Commonwealth Avenue in Quezon City yesterday. 

 

MANILA, Philippines — Environmental watchdog EcoWaste Coalition has asked candidates to 

immediately conduct post-campaign cleanup and for voters not to litter designated polling centers 

with sample ballots on May 9. 

EcoWaste pointed out that while campaigning is banned on election day based on Commission on 

Elections (Comelec) guidelines, some quarters will still engage in the distribution of sample 

ballots. 

The group said such practice often leads to widespread littering at polling stations. 

“We appeal to voters to come to polling centers with their own kodigo of candidates to vote for. 

Aside from choosing pro-people and pro-environment candidates, we urge the electorate to shun 

sample ballots and not litter anywhere,” EcoWaste national coordinator Aileen Lucero said. 

Lucero said the Comelec should enforce a ban on distribution of sample ballots, adding that such 

practice is clearly a “partisan political activity.” 

EcoWaste urged candidates, including party-list groups, to conduct immediate cleanup after the 

campaign activities and Election Day. 

“We ask candidates to take down campaign materials from common poster areas as well as from 

unauthorized places come May 10. Win or lose, we urge them to switch to cleanup mode and 

voluntarily remove campaign posters for recycling,” Lucero said. 

Candidates should be considerate and not leave the task of clearing up communities of campaign 

materials solely to government personnel, she said. 
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EcoWaste pushes trash-free elections 

 

 

“They should also dedicate some resources for the huge task of removing posters and stickers from 

electric posts, fences, walls and trees,” Lucero said. 

EcoWaste reminded the candidates that cleanup activities should be done in accordance with 

Republic Act 9003 or the Ecological Solid Waste Management Act and other environmental laws 

to protect public health and ecosystems. 

The group warned the public against open burning and dumping, adding that such practices could 

result in pollution, including the formation and release of byproduct persistent organic pollutants 

such as dioxins, which can harm human health and wildlife. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Source: https://www.philstar.com/nation/2022/05/05/2178792/ecowaste-pushes-trash-free-

elections/amp/ 
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Malinis na eleksyon, panawagan ng EcoWaste Coalition 

By Bombo Marlene Padiernos 
 -May 5, 2022 | 2:26 AM 
 
 
 

Nanawagan para sa malinis na pagtatapos ng panahon ng kampanya ang grupong EcoWaste 

Coalition sa lahat ng mga kandidato at mga botante. 

Hiling ng environmental watchdog na agad sanang magsagawa ng post-campaign cleanup ang mga 

kandidato, habang umapela naman nito sa mga botante na huwag ikakalat sa mga polling center o 

itapon kung saan-saan ang mga sample ballot para sa Mayo 9. 

Ayon kay EcoWaste national coordinator Aileen Lucero, dapat ay ipagbawal na rin ng Commission 

on Elections (Comelec) ang pagbabawal sa pamamahagi ng sample ballot dahil may ilang grupo pa 

rin daw ang mamahagi ng mga ito na magbubunga naman ng mga pagkakalat sa mga polling 

stations. 

Bukod dito ay pinaalalahan din ni Lucero ang mga kandidato na magsagawa ng cleanup activities 

alinsunod sa sa Republic Act 9003 o ang Ecological Solid Waste Management Act at iba pang batas 

pangkalikasan upang protektahan ang pampublikong kalusugan at pati na rin ang kalikasan. 

Samantala, nagbabala rin sa publiko ang naturang grupo hinggil sa mga pagsisiga at pagtatapon ng 

basura kung saan-saan na magreresulta naman sa polusyon sa kalikasan 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Source: https://www.bomboradyo.com/malinis-na-eleksyon-panawagan-ng-ecowaste-coalition/ 
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Private sector accelerates shift to renewable energy 

By Kris Crismundo May 4, 2022, 7:51 pm 

 

 

SOLAR ROOFTOP.  Solar rooftop project of SM at SM City Bacoor. SM Supermalls is currently getting 68 percent of 

malls' power requirement from renewable energy through solar roof deck projects. (File photo) 

 

MANILA — The country’s largest mall operator, SM Supermalls, has surpassed its target in 

utilizing renewable energy for its power needs. 

  

At the launch of the energy efficiency and conservation information campaign of the Presidential 

Communications Operations Office (PCOO), Department of Energy (DOE), and SM Supermalls, 

SM Supermalls Corporate Compliance vice president Liza Silerio said mall chain is currently 

sourcing 68 percent of its power from renewable energy. 

  

Silerio said the firm has exceeded its target of going renewable energy by 50 percent in 2022. 

  

She added SM is the first mall in the country that introduced solar rooftop to cater to the mall’s 

power requirement. 

  

Silerio said eight SM malls have been energized by solar power, with 23 malls to be powered by 

solar rooftops in the pipeline. 
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Private sector accelerates shift to renewable energy 

 

“There will be in the pipeline. We still have 50 malls that we will install (with) solar roof decks,” 

she said. 

  

Silerio said this initiative of SM in shifting to clean energy supports the goal of the government to 

mitigate energy use and reduce carbon footprint. (PNA) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Source: https://www.pna.gov.ph/articles/1173687 
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Legarda urges LGUs to draft climate change plans 

 
Published 7 days ago  
on April 28, 2022 10:23 AM 
By TDT  @tribunephl 

 

 

Senatorial candidate Loren Legarda has urged local government units (LGUs) to comply with the 

law and submit their local climate change action plans (LCCAP) to the Climate Change 

Commission (CCC). 

 

“All LGUs should follow the law and have their own local climate action plans. We can no longer 

delay climate action. For a vulnerable nation like the Philippines, delayed action means loss of 

lives, livelihood, ecosystems and biodiversity,” Legarda said who is the principal author of 

Republic Act No. 9729 or the Climate Change Act. 

RA 9729 dictates that “LGUS shall be the frontline agencies in the formulation, planning and 

implementation of climate change action plans in their respective areas, consistent with the 

provisions of the Local Government Code, the National Framework Strategy on Climate Change, 

and the National Climate Change Action Plan.” 

Legarda explained that LGUs must determine how their community is affected by climate change. 

“The location of the community, the direct impact of climate change, and the risks posed by 

extreme weather events are crucial in crafting a climate change adaptation plan,” she added. 

 

Source: https://tribune.net.ph/index.php/2022/04/28/legarda-urges-lgus-to-draft-climate-change-

plans/ 
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Escudero welcomes Sorsogon tag as 'best PH place for 

wildlife' 

By Connie Calipay May 4, 2022, 6:15 pm 

 

 

Sorsogon Governor Francis Escudero (File photo) 

 

LEGAZPI CITY – Sorsogon Governor Francis Escudero on Wednesday welcomed the tagging of 

Sorsogon province as "Best place to discover Philippines wildlife" by one of the most esteemed 

travel magazines in the world, Condé Nast Traveller. 

Favored by tourists for its abounding wildlife, Sorsogon has been ranked among the 10 most 

beautiful islands in the Philippines, alongside global favorites Boracay in Aklan province and El 

Nido in Palawan. 

Conde Nast Traveller ranked Sorsogon eighth among the best islands in the country. Boracay, 

Siargao and El Nido took the Top 3 spots, in that order. Coron and Pamalican, both in Palawan, 

were in fourth and fifth spots, followed by Calaguas, Balesin, Sorsogon, San Juan (La Union), and 

Puerto Princesa. 

A statement issued by Escudero's office quoted Condé Nast Traveller as saying: “In many ways, 

Sorsogon is the best place to discover the Philippines’ vibrant wildlife – one of the richest in the 

world. It is perfect for those looking to add a bit of adventure to their Philippines sojourn. Here, 

you can swim with manta rays and giant ‘Butandings’ (whale sharks), hike the Bulusan Volcano 

National Park, or sail along the Donsol River.“ 

Donsol in Sorsogon is famous for its safe and friendly “butanding” interaction, where tourists are 

allowed to swim with the whale sharks without touching or feeding them. 

“A relatively-unknown spot, the Donsol River is a wonderfully ethereal boating experience, as its 

idyllic rural landscape gets transformed by hundreds of thousands of fireflies that illuminate the 

riverbank once night falls,” Conde Nast Traveller also said. 

Escudero, meanwhile, said the province is not only rich in wildlife but also history and these had 

been pushing domestic tourism to help spur the local economy post-pandemic. 
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Escudero welcomes Sorsogon tag as 'best PH place for 

wildlife' 

 

 

“Ang turismo ay hindi simpleng magagandang tanawin lamang; ang turismo ay hindi simpleng 

magagandang beach o magagandang edipisyo o masasarap ng pagkain lamang. Higit sa lahat ng 

iyon, ang turismo ay tungkol sa kwento na pwedeng sabihin sa bawat lugar. Hindi man ganun ka-

tanyag ang kwento tungkol sa lalawigan ng Sorsogon, tiyak kong kakaiba ang kwentong sasabihan 

namin dahil ang kwentong iyon ay tungkol sa amin at hindi pwedeng ihalintulad sa ibang 

lugar. (Tourism is not just about beautiful places, it's not just about beaches or delicious foods. 

Most importantly, tourism is about the story of every place. The story of Sorsogon may not be that 

famous, but for sure, it is different and cannot be compared to other places),” he said. 

Escudero, who is seeking a Senate comeback, said the key to promoting the Philippines is to tell 

the stories of each place, which the province is doing through the Sorsogon Museum and Heritage 

Center. (PNA) 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Source: https://www.pna.gov.ph/articles/1173654 
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Legarda: It’s our duty to ensure healthy environment for 

future generations 

 
Published 21 hours ago  
on May 4, 2022 10:02 AM 
By TDT  @tribunephl 

 

 

 

 

Senatorial aspirant Loren Legarda said that it is everyone’s duty to ensure that succeeding 

generations will continue to enjoy a balanced and healthful ecology. 

“The World Health Organization revealed that about eight million people worldwide die each year 

because of poor air quality. These facts alone should be enough to make us realize that we are 

going against our duty as stewards of the environment,” Legarda said. 

Legardad added that the increase in carbon dioxide concentrations in the air has been causing 

oceans to become more acidic, threatening marine organisms and ecosystems, which, in turn, 

gravely affect fishing, tourism and other marine-related human activities. 

“The effects of our exploitative activities are evident in the increased frequency and volume of 

natural hazards that turn into disasters and that cause disruptions in our lives, and even loss of 

lives. We have to do something now. We must correct the misconception that natural resources 

are infinite. Our extractive and consumptive practices must change. Greed must cease,” Legarda 

stressed. 
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Legarda: It’s our duty to ensure healthy environment for 

future generations 

 

She highlighted the need to enforce environmental laws such as the Ecological Solid Waste 

Management Act, Clean Air Act, Clean Water Act, Renewable Energy Act, Environmental 

Awareness and Education Act, Climate Change Act, and the Disaster Risk Reduction and 

Management Act, among many others. 

“Our laws will only be effective if we all work together to implement and comply with these 

measures. If we can properly dispose and manage solid waste, we can already contribute to 

making our environment cleaner, safer and healthier,” she said. 

“Inter-generational responsibility needs to move from being an idea to a plan of concrete and 

urgent action. If we start today, there is no promise that we will be lucky enough to see the 

undoing of the damage on our environment within our lifetime, but at least, we leave our world 

with the gift of hope for a better, kinder future,” Legarda concluded. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Source: https://tribune.net.ph/index.php/2022/05/04/legarda-its-our-duty-to-ensure-healthy-

environment-for-future-generations/ 
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Source:  

https://www.facebook.com/tribunephl/videos/371140661730610/ 
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Reimagining our relationship with forests, from Borneo to 

the Amazon 

Notes from the Skoll World Forum 

 

 

Photo credit Masungi Georeserve 

 

Forests help keep our climate stable, are home to 80 percent of life on Earth, and provide a source 

of livelihoods to more than 2.4 billion people worldwide. So why are we continually choosing to 

destroy them? How might new decision-making processes help keep our tropical forests vibrant? 

What policies, incentives and new information flows do we need to craft to prioritize 

regeneration? 

To answer these questions and find our role in all of this, we spoke during the Skoll World Forum 

with Ashoka Fellows Cynthia Ong (Forever Sabah, Malaysia), Adalberto Verissimo (Imazon, 

Brazil), Ann Dumaliang (Masungi Georeserve, Philippines) and Luis Fernando Guedes (SOS Mata 

Atlântica, Brazil). You can watch the full conversation here. Here are a few of the highlights: 

The first step: Fall in love with nature 

So much of the conversation about climate change centers on doom and gloom, which very often 

leads to anxiety and apathy— rather than agency and action. Instead, Ann Dumaliang and her 

team at Masungi focus on helping people develop a love of place. The georeserve spans thousands 

of hectares of restored and protected land and serves as a showcase of what’s possible for forest 

regeneration. Nearly 40,000 visitors have visited its trails in the last few years, as part of a 

deliberate strategy: help people fall in love with nature, so they can become its advocates. 
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Reimagining our relationship with forests, from Borneo to 

the Amazon 

 

 

Grow relational tissue 

Cynthia Ong, co-founder of Forever Sabah, draws our attention to the importance of building 

decision-making processes that prioritize a diversity of perspectives. Forever Sabah’s facilitative 

leadership approach disrupts the top-down single decider model that so often lead us to poor 

outcomes. For example, they worked together with forest communities, businesses and 

government officials to pass a policy and roadmap that will make Sabah’s massive palm oil 

industry sustainable by 2025. 

To illustrate what can go wrong when communities –particularly indigenous communities– are 

not included, Cynthia tells us about the secret 100 year deal attempting to unilaterally sign away 2 

million hectares of Malaysia’s protected land to a Singaporean company. Cynthia and a coalition 

of organizations are actively working to overturn this decision. 

Ann Dumaliang, of the Masungi Georeserve, also insists on the importance of building bridges 

across sometimes vicious divides. 

Who will counter disinformation? Mothers step up. 

Cultivating a love of nature may sound fluffy, but it is anything but. Ann reminds us that the 

Philippines is among the deadliest in the world for land-defenders, a reality made all the more 

difficult by growing polarization and disinformation. To counter these dynamics Ann has found 

an unlikely ally in mothers: 

Let’s talk long term 

Luis Fernando Guedes of SOS Mata Atlântica points out that much of this polarization is the 

result of conflicting time horizons — between short term, private interests and long term, public 

visions. But it’s time to move beyond opposition, towards one common direction, he says. To 

illustrate his point on time horizons, Luis Fernando shared a map of Brazil’s tropical forests 500 

years ago and today. The degradation is stark, and the message is clear: we must stop 

deforestation immediately, and restore our forests. 

Conserve, enforce, develop 

For more than 30 years, Adalberto Veríssimo’s IMAZON has honed its methodologies alongside 

allies in Brazil around conservation and enforcement. On both fronts, Adalberto reminds us that 

we know exactly how to protect, reforest and monitor for enforcement purposes, areas larger than 

France, and larger than national park projects in the U.S. There are still blindspots around 

regenerative development models, and this is where Adalberto and his team at Amazon 2030 are 

putting a lot of their energy. But sometimes the most obvious ideas are the last ones we think 

about. Here’s an example: 
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Reimagining our relationship with forests, from Borneo to 

the Amazon 

 

 

Maps to meet audacious goals 

The urgency of deforestation requires collaboration on unprecedented scale. Thankfully, 

promising examples are emerging, such as Ashoka Fellow Tasso Azevedo’s MapBiomas — a 

collaborative network of dozens of organizations who built the world’s most up-to-date and 

detailed spatial database of Brazil’s land use. The maps produced show how land use has changed 

over the last 30 years and in real-time, allowing policy-makers and communities to detect 

deforestation as it happens and act on it. 

We were thrilled to learn that Tasso became a recipient of the prestigious Skoll Award this year. 

Luis Fernando Guedes and Adalberto Verissimo, both contributors to MapBiomas, reflected on 

what we can all learn from this massively successful collaboration. 

Explore Ashoka’s work in Planet & Climate 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Source: https://medium.com/change-maker/reimagining-our-relationship-with-forests-from-

borneo-to-the-amazon-c8d1434e48fc 
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UN report: land degradation now affects half the world’s 

population and economy 

 

Damage to soils and water has dire consequences for humanity, a new report warns ahead of 

meeting of the UN Convention to Combat Desertification. 

 

 

A woman attempts to untangle a net in drought-stricken Kampong Phluk in Cambodia. Image: Alex Berger, CC BY-SA 

3.0, via Flickr. 

By Catherine Early, China Dialogue 
7 minute readMay 4, 2022 
 
 

A “crisis footing” is needed to conserve, restore and use land sustainably, according to a major 

report that warns of food supply disruptions, forced migration and rapid biodiversity loss. Unless 

countries scale up action, there will also be a higher risk of zoonotic diseases like Covid-19, 

declining human health and land resource conflicts. 

In the second edition of its “Global Land Outlook” report on land degradation, the UN Convention 

to Combat Desertification points to global food systems as the primary cause of the problem, 

being responsible for 80 per cent of deforestation, 70 per cent of freshwater use, and the single 

greatest cause of terrestrial biodiversity loss. 

 

In a press conference to launch the report on April 27, UNCCD Executive Secretary Ibrahim Thiaw 

said that global food systems – and non-food crops such as cotton – were no longer tenable. “We 

thought that we had more reserves and therefore we could deplete the land and then shift to the 

next area. Now we realise that is not possible. We have already eaten our reserves.” 
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He added that consumption was not sustainable either, with wasted food, water and clothing 

exacerbating the problem. 

Call to transform land management 

Land degradation occurs when land cover is lost or removed, causing soil and organic matter to be 

washed or blown away. Salinisation of soil can produce similar effects and reduce land 

productivity. It can cause expansion and movement of sand dunes, diminished rainfall, depletion 

of pastureland and erosion from wind and rain. 

Restoring land will save the planet and fight poverty, and reduce migration and security risks. It 

is not only doable but desirable – and profitable. 

Ibrahim Thiaw, Executive Secretary, UNCCD 

The report projects the consequences of three land use scenarios by 2050. If current trends 

continue to 2050, additional land the size of South America will be degraded, hitting crop yields, 

particularly in sub-Saharan Africa, the UNCCD predicts. Climate change will be exacerbated as a 

result, with degraded soils emitting an additional 69 gigatonnes of carbon from 2015 to 2050, the 

equivalent of 17 per cent of current annual greenhouse gas emissions, it states. 

However, if around 35 per cent of the 5 billion hectares of global agricultural land area is restored 

using agroforestry, grazing management and assisted natural regeneration, crop yields could 

increase by 5–10 per cent in most developing countries. The Middle East and North Africa, Latin 

America, and sub-Saharan Africa would benefit the most, with food price increases limited. Under 

this scenario, carbon stocks would rise by a net 17 gigatonnes between 2015 and 2050 due to gains 

in soil carbon and reduced emissions, while biodiversity declines slow down. 

If the world moves towards systems that both restore and protect land for biodiversity, water 

regulation and soil conservation, around a third of biodiversity loss would be prevented, the 

report says. An additional 83 gigatonnes of carbon would also be stored. Avoided emissions and 

increased carbon storage would be equivalent to more than seven years of total current global 

emissions.  

Governments have pledged to restore 1 billion hectares of land, an area roughly the size of both 

China and the United States, as the report notes. This could be funded by repurposing just US$1.6 

trillion of the annual $700 billion in subsidies given to the fossil fuel and agricultural industries, it 

says. 

The economic returns of restoring land and reducing degradation, greenhouse gas emissions and 

biodiversity loss could be as high as $140 trillion every year – up to 50 per cent more than the $93 

trillion global GDP in 2021, it adds. 

The report contains case studies of successful restoration projects from around the world, such as 

Africa’s Great Green Wall, which was launched in 2007 to restore lands across the Sahel – the  
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region of Africa between the Sahara in the north and savannah in the south – through planting 

trees, shrubs and grasses in more than 20 countries. 

The project is progressing well, according to the Institute for International Environment and 

Development (IIED), with more than 18 million trees planted in Senegal, 8 million in Nigeria, 129 

million in Eritrea, and 146 million in Niger. 

Farming could be transformed using traditional and modern regenerative food production 

practices, the UNCCD says, enabling agriculture to pivot from being the primary cause of 

degradation to the principal catalyst for land and soil restoration. 

For example, the With One Seed project in Timor Leste has established village-based plant 

nurseries for seedlings and training for smallholders, who are paid annual incentives to plant and 

maintain trees. Since it began in 2009, it has involved nearly 1,000 subsistence farmers, and 20,000 

trees have been planted, earning more than $400,000 from the sale of carbon credits. Crop yields 

have grown, and reforestation has improved soil and water quality. 

UNCCD talks to focus on land degradation 

The report has been published ahead of the UNCCD’s next meeting, its 15th Conference of the 

Parties (COP15), being held May 9–10 in Côte d’Ivoire. Governments, the private sector and civil 

society groups from around the world will meet with an overriding objective to boost the stature 

of land restoration in the international political agenda, according to Miriam Medel, chief of 

external relations and policy at the UNCCD. 

Land degradation has not had the same attention as issues under other UN environmental 

conventions, the UN Framework Convention on Climate Change (UNFCCC) and the Convention 

on Biological Diversity (CBD). It first came to the world’s attention in the 1970s, when the Sahel 

suffered severe drought. 

According to the IIED, an initial attempt by the UN to promote better land use policies – the 1977 

Conference on Desertification (UNCOD) – did not achieve much, due to a lack of political will and 

funding, and a top-down approach that was not always appropriate to farmers and communities 

on the ground. 

A campaign by African countries at the 1992 UN Earth Summit in Rio de Janeiro led to the 

creation of the UNCCD, with a remit to improve life for people in drylands, to maintain and 

restore land and soil productivity, and to mitigate the effects of drought. It moved to a more 

bottom-up approach and called for governments to give land users and charities more authority 

and resources. 

Most countries affected by land degradation drew up action plans in line with the convention. 

Still, progress has been slow due to a lack of resources and a clear overarching goal, as well as 

quantitative, time-bound targets to guide action and make measurable progress, IIED said. 

UNCCD then decided on a new concept to drive progress: land degradation neutrality (LDN), 

under which the expected loss of productive land is counterbalanced with the recovery of  
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degraded areas. LDN was enshrined in the 2015 Sustainable Development Goals, and the UNCCD 

urged countries to set targets to achieve LDN and incorporate it into state budgets. 

The targets are voluntary, but 130 countries have now committed to LDN by 2030, and 80 of these 

have drawn up plans to achieve it. At the May meeting, “we expect to see an upscaling of these 

targets and plans, and also hopefully announcements by more governments of their targets,” 

Medel says. 

The meeting will also discuss how to tackle problems with land tenure and gender so that land 

restoration projects are successful, Medel adds. Lack of clarity over land tenure, which defines the 

conditions under which people occupy, hold or manage land, can prevent farmers from adopting 

sustainable land management practices. People who have certainty over their land tenure are 

more likely to have food security, the UNCCD report asserts. 

Gender equality is also a barrier to land restoration, since laws and customs in more than half of 

countries prevent women from owning or accessing land, even though they are often at the 

forefront of land degradation, working on the large area of agricultural land already affected by 

degradation. 

The UNCCD COP will not be negotiating targets for land restoration or conservation, since these 

are being taken forward through the UN Convention on Biological Diversity, according to Barron 

Orr, UNCCD’s lead scientist. “Land degradation neutrality provides the ground floor – if we don’t 

get worse in net terms for each ecosystem type between now and 2030, and we actually start to 

move to net positive, everything else becomes possible,” he says 

“This COP is about addressing the bottlenecks – land tenure issues, integrated land use planning, 

resilience and finance,” Orr adds. 

The other major theme of discussions is drought, in terms of both mitigation and adaptation. The 

COP will look at integrating drought into UN work on climate change and biodiversity, putting 

early warning measures in place, and plans for coordinated responses, Medel says. 

However, countries lack sufficient funds to implement their LDN plans, the IIED says. The 

UNCCD has, however, established a fund specifically to identify resources for LDN projects. The 

COP will also be attended by a number of funding bodies, including the UN’s Global Environment 

Facility, the Green Climate Fund, the World Bank and African Development Bank, according to 

Medel. 

On the new report, Medel says: “The Global Land Outlook 2 proves very clearly that land 

restoration is a very cost-effective solution, and one that really brings a lot of benefits for many 

other sustainable development goals, including [fighting] climate change and biodiversity 

conservation.” 

Thiaw was optimistic that restoration of 1 billion hectares of land was possible: “You will save the 

planet and at the same time fight poverty, reduce migration and security risks. It is not only 

doable but also desirable – it is actually a profitable investment.” 

This article was originally published on China Dialogue under a Creative Commons licence. 

Source: https://www.eco-business.com/news/un-report-land-degradation-now-affects-half-the-

worlds-population-and-economy/ 
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COVID’s new Omicron sub-lineages can dodge immunity 

from past infection —study 

By Tim Cocks via Reuters 
 - May 4, 2022 - 5:14 PM 

 

 

Test tubes labelled "COVID-19 Omicron variant test positive" are seen in this illustration picture taken January 15, 

2022. (Reuters/Dado Ruvic/Illustration) 

 

JOHANNESBURG— Two new sublineages of the Omicron coronavirus variant can dodge 

antibodies from earlier infection well enough to trigger a new wave, but are far less able to thrive 

in the blood of people vaccinated against COVID-19, South African scientists have found. 

The scientists from multiple institutions were examining Omicron’s BA.4 and BA.5 sublineages – 

which the World Health Organization last month added to its monitoring list. They took blood 

samples from 39 participants previously infected by Omicron when it first showed up at the end of 

last year. 

Fifteen were vaccinated – eight with Pfizer’s shot; seven with J&J’s — while the other 24 were not. 

“The vaccinated group showed about a 5-fold higher neutralization capacity … and should be 

better protected,” said the study, a pre-print of which was released over the weekend. 

In the unvaccinated samples, there was an almost eightfold decrease in antibody production when 

exposed to BA.4 and BA.5, compared with the original BA.1 Omicron lineage. Blood from the 

vaccinated people showed a threefold decrease. 

South Africa may be entering a fifth COVID wave earlier than expected, officials and scientists 

said on Friday, blaming a sustained rise in infections that seems to be driven by the BA.4 and BA.5 

Omicron sub-variants. 
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COVID’s new Omicron sub-lineages can dodge immunity 

from past infection —study 

 

Only about 30% of South Africa’s population of 60 million is fully vaccinated. 

“Based on neutralization escape, BA.4 and BA.5 have potential to result in a new infection wave,” 

the study said. 

—Editing by Frances Kerry 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Source: https://interaksyon.philstar.com/trends-spotlights/2022/05/04/216474/covids-new-

omicron-sub-lineages-can-dodge-immunity-from-past-infection-study/ 
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