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DENR: Most NCR commercial establishments 
violate rules on environment-friendly business 
operations 
Published April 30, 2022, 8:24 AM 
by Aaron Recuenco  
 
More than 3,700 commercial establishments in Metro Manila are not compliant with the 
conditions set by the Department of Environment and Natural Resources (DENR) for safe and 
clean business operations. 

The worse part is that the the 3,754 violators represent the 4,043 commercial establishments 
that have been inspected by the DENR in the past four weeks. This means that more than 90 
percent of those inspected by the DENR are violators of environment protection conditions set 
by the government. 

The DENR earlier deployed around 160 personnel from the DENR-Metropolitan Environmental 
Offices, Environmental Management Bureau (EMB) regional offices, EMB-National Capital 
Region, and the Laguna Lake Development Authority (LLDA) for the implementation of the 
Intensified Compliance Monitoring and Saturation Drive. The operations were led by 
Undersecretary for Field Operations-Luzon, Visayas, and Environment Juan Miguel T. Cuna. 

Majority of those inspected were commercial businesses, restaurants, manufacturing 
establishments, gasoline stations, and warehouses. 

Based on the report, a total of 1,857 establishments were found to be without environmental 
compliance certificates or certificates of non-coverage, while a total of 1,894 establishments do 
not have wastewater discharge permits. 

DENR Sec. Jim O. Sampulna said they will issue necessary notices on establishments found 
to be neglectful of their obligations under Republic Act (RA) 9275 or the Philippine Clean Water 
Act of 2004. 

“The establishments found to have violated pertinent laws will be issued notices of violation 
and will be called for a technical conference either by the EMB-NCR or LLDA to give them the 
opportunity to contest the basis of the issued NOV, or secure a commitment from them to 
comply with the requirements and implement remedial measures,” said Sampulna. 

The same report also revealed that around 3,623 establishments have access to a wastewater 
treatment facility. There were 2,306 with septic tanks, 255 with sewage treatment plants, and 
104 with sequencing batch rectors. 

Also, 575 establishments are connected to water concessionaires. 

Cuna, for his part, said they will inspect more establishments in Metro Manila and in the Manila 
Bay regions. 

 
 

 

Source: https://mb.com.ph/2022/04/30/denr-most-ncr-commercial-establishments-violate-rules-
on-environment-friendly-business-operations/  

 

https://mb.com.ph/author/aaron-recuenco
https://mb.com.ph/2022/04/30/denr-most-ncr-commercial-establishments-violate-rules-on-environment-friendly-business-operations/
https://mb.com.ph/2022/04/30/denr-most-ncr-commercial-establishments-violate-rules-on-environment-friendly-business-operations/


May 01, 2022 
Date 

 1 of 1 

Page 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

STRATEGIC  
COMMUNICATION &   
INITIATIVES  
SERVICE 

Headline 

Editorial 

Column 

Opinion 

Feature Article 

Flowers in Memoriam of DENR Environmental 
Defenders 
 Saturday, April 30, 2022 Journal Online 

 
 
Department of Environment and Natural Resources (DENR) Central Office employees offer 
white flowers in honor of DENR environmental heroes who died in the line of duty or had 
exemplary track records in protecting the country’s environment and natural resources during 
their stint with the Department. Posthumous awards were also given to these men and women 
for their bravery and courage during the 3rd Environmental Heroes Awarding Ceremony held 
in conjunction with the Earth Day celebration on April 22, 2022 at the DENR Central Office 
multi-purpose building 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Source: https://journal.com.ph/flowers-in-memoriam-of-denr-environmental-defenders/  

 

https://journal.com.ph/flowers-in-memoriam-of-denr-environmental-defenders/
https://journal.com.ph/source/j-online/
https://journal.com.ph/denr-ehfi-name-ronald-l-corpuz-as-environmental-hero/
https://www.denr.gov.ph/
https://journal.com.ph/flowers-in-memoriam-of-denr-environmental-defenders/


May 01, 2022 
Date 

 1 of 1 

Page 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

STRATEGIC  
COMMUNICATION &   
INITIATIVES  
SERVICE 

Headline 

Editorial 

Column 

Opinion 

Feature Article 

DENR removes over 19K campaign posters 
Campaign materials are considered as solid waste since they are under the non-biodegradables and 
single-used plastics 
Published 3 hours ago on May 1, 2022 04:00 AM 
By Jonas Reyes 

 
Photo by DENR Region 3 

SUBIC BAY FREEPORT — The Department of Environment and Natural Resources (DENR) 
in Central Luzon reported that its Operation Baklas program has removed over 19,000 
campaign materials that were nailed and tucked on trees. 

DENR regional executive director Paquito Moreno, Jr. said that the campaign materials seen 
stuck on trees along main roads and thoroughfares in the region were detached in line with the 
recent directive of DENR Secretary Jim Sampulna to its field offices. 

Moreno explained that Operation Baklas aims to promote environmentally conscious elections 
by urging political parties and supporters to post poll advertisements and other paraphernalia 
only in common poster areas and spare trees from any campaign materials. 

The agency, along with other national government agencies, have intensified their efforts to 
remove illegally posted campaign materials in key areas in the region notably in Bulacan, 
Nueva Ecija and Pampanga, which are among the vote-rich provinces in the Philippines. 

“Trees are vital to our environment. Nailing them with posters and streamers will not only reduce 
their aesthetic values, but will likewise pose threat of infestation, as nailed parts may serve as 
entry points to fungi, bugs, termites, among others,” Moreno said. 

He added that campaign materials are considered as solid waste since they are under the non-
biodegradables and single-used plastics. 

The regional director also stressed that the accumulated materials from the three-month 
campaign period could increase, especially if proper disposal and recycling would not be 
observed by the public. 

Meanwhile, the assistant regional director of the Commission on Elections, served as guest in 
Earth Talk Central Luzon, a regular radio program hosted by DENR-3 and discussed important 
guidelines to keep the pre- and post-election season environmentally-sound. 

The DENR here warned the public that any person found violating Section 3 of the Republic 
Act 3571, which prohibits cutting, destroying or injuring planted or growing trees, may be 
punished with a penalty ranging from six months to two years imprisonment and a fine up to 
P5,000. 
 
Source: https://tribune.net.ph/index.php/2022/05/01/denr-removes-over-19k-campaign-posters/  

 

https://tribune.net.ph/index.php/author/jonas-reyes/
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DENR ‘Oplan Baklas’ yields 19,000 campaign 
materials 

 
OPERATION BAKLAS. A personnel of the Department of Environment and Natural Resources removes campaign 

materials illegally nailed and tucked on trees along main roads and thoroughfares in Central Luzon. (DENR) 
I A N  O C A M P O  F L O R A  
April 29, 2022 
THE Department of Environment and Natural Resources (DENR) in the City of San Fernando 
has removed over 19,000 pieces of campaign materials illegally nailed and tucked on trees 
along main roads and thoroughfares in Central Luzon. 
 
The series of operations came through following the recent directive of DENR Secretary Jim 
Sampulna to its field offices to carry out "Operation Baklas," which aims to promote an 
environmentally conscious elections by urging political parties and supporters to only post poll 
advertisements and other paraphernalia in common poster areas and spare trees from any 
campaign materials. 
 
The DENR-Central Luzon, in collaboration with other enforcement agencies, intensified its 
efforts to remove illegally posted campaign materials in key areas in the region notably in 
Bulacan, Nueva Ecija and, Pampanga, which are among the vote-rich provinces in the 
Philippines. 
 
“Trees are vital to our environment. Nailing them with posters and streamers will not only reduce 
their aesthetic values, but will likewise pose threat of infestation, as nailed parts may serve as 
entry points to fungi, bugs, termites, among others,” DENR Regional Executive Director Paquito 
Moreno Jr. said. 
 
He added that solid waste, particularly non-biodegradables and single-used plastics, 
accumulated from the three-month campaign period could increase, especially if proper 
disposal and recycling would not be observed by the public. 
 
In a related development, the Assistant Regional Director of the Commission on Elections 
(Comelec), served as guest in last Tuesday's (April 26) Earth Talk Central Luzon, a regular 
radio program hosted by DENR-Central Luzon. 
 
The Comelec official discussed important guidelines to keep the pre- and post-election season 
environmentally sound. 
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The DENR warned the public that any person found violating Section 3 of the Republic Act 
3571, which prohibits cutting, destroying or injuring planted or growing trees, may be punished 
with a penalty ranging from six months to two years imprisonment and a fine up to P5,000. 
 
The public may report incidences of illegal posting of campaign materials on trees and other 
environmentally destructive activities to the nearest DENR office in their area or contact 0945-
368-5303. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Source: https://www.sunstar.com.ph/article/1927696/pampanga/local-news/denr-oplan-baklas-
yields-19000-campaign-materials  
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Aklan LGU to limit tourists going to Boracay 
By: Nestor P. Burgos Jr. - Reporter / @nestorburgosINQ 

Inquirer Visayas / 05:56 PM April 29, 2022 

 
TOURISM IS BACK. Tourists return to Boracay as COVID restrictions are eased. JACK 

JARILLA/FILE PHOTO 
 

ILOILO CITY—The provincial government of Aklan will put a cap on tourists going to Boracay 
when the island’s carrying capacity is reached. 
 
In a virtual press conference on April 29 of the Boracay Inter-Agency Task Force (BIATF), Aklan 
Gov. Florencio Miraflores said the provincial government would stop issuing quick response 
(QR) codes to tourists planning to go to the island to regulate arrivals. 
 
The QR codes, issued during the COVID-19 pandemic, are released after tourists have 
submitted requirements, including confirmed hotel reservations and negative swab test results 
or vaccination certificates. 
 
Miraflores said they still could not set a date to implement the tourist cap. 
 
The carrying capacity of the 1,032-hectare island is 19,215 tourists at any given time. 
 
The average daily tourist arrivals should be around 6,405 so as not to exceed the island’s 
carrying capacity, according to government agencies. 
 
The Department of Tourism earlier called the attention of the local governments of Aklan and 
Malay town due to a breach in the carrying capacity on April 14, with 21,252 tourists, and April 
15, with 22,519 arrivals. 
 
But Miraflores said the island did not “technically” breach the carrying capacity because the 
data on tourist arrivals excluded the number of visitors who left the island. 
 
He said the average daily tourist arrivals is still below 6,000 per day. 
 
“We agreed to have our data on tourist arrivals synchronized and coordinated (with the 
municipal government),” Miraflores said. 
 

             
                

          

 

https://newsinfo.inquirer.net/byline/nestor-p-burgos-jr
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The BIATF, which has been supervising the island’s rehabilitation since May 2018, also 
announced that the island would be turned over to the local government units in Aklan when 
the term of the task force ends on June 30. 
 
The island’s rehabilitation would still be spearheaded by national government agencies and 
local governments, according to Interior Undersecretary Epimaco Densing III. 
lzb 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Source: https://newsinfo.inquirer.net/1589962/aklan-lgu-to-limit-tourists-going-to-boracay  
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Boracay changed: Recovery, peace and order and 
politics 
By Antonio Contreras April 30, 2022 

MY family and I spent the entire month of April in Boracay Island. It is a luxury I have indulged 
myself and my family after two years of being mainly on lockdown. 

It was my fourth time in Boracay and the first time with my family. This is also the first time that 
I took the RoRo boat from Batangas, which took us on an overnight travel of about 10 hours. It 
is an entirely different experience compared to air travel, and is advisable if you are traveling 
in a big group and plan to stay in the island for a longer time and thus would carry a lot of 
luggage. 

The first time I went to Boracay was in the early 1990s, which was before the tourism boom in 
the island. It was followed by a trip organized by my university a decade after. In this trip, I 
already saw the growing number of establishments and the intensification of tourism 
commercialization. My third visit was when I brought my students on a field exposure trip 
sometime in the middle part of the decade of the 2010s. It was then that I began to witness an 
island bursting at the seams of overdevelopment. 

This time around, I saw a totally different Boracay. The beaches are now cleaner and the inner 
main road is now wider and concrete. Except for Holy Thursday and Good Friday when there 
was unusual crowding, crowds in Boracay are now more manageable and less intimidating. 

Some people accuse President Rodrigo Duterte of so many things, but one thing that he did 
right was when he ordered the closure of Boracay for rehabilitation. It was a bitter pill to take 
for certainly it caused disruptions and economic suffering for the island residents who depend 
on tourism for their livelihood. 

The closure of the island prepared its residents for the even longer lockdowns due to the Covid-
19 pandemic. It was certainly a test of their resilience and their ability to absorb economic 
shocks and disruptions in their lives. My natural curiosity as a trained social science researcher 
brought me to doing impromptu field work as I conversed with ordinary people — from service 
workers in restaurants, hotels and shops, to masseuses and masseurs in spas, to e-tricycle 
drivers and boat operators. All of them admitted to the difficulties they faced from the one-two 
punch assaults brought by the closures due to environmental rehabilitation and the pandemic. 
But all of them also expressed their acceptance of the necessity or the inevitability of both, and 
that what did not kill them actually made them, and their island, stronger and better. 

There is also a new kind of ethos that permeates the air of Boracay. One now feels safer, a 
feeling one gets by watching the ubiquitous presence of police personnel, in their unique 
uniforms, perhaps the only force wearing shorts, patrolling and watching over major areas of 
the island, along White Beach and in major intersections. There is a sense of respect and a 
feeling of reassurance that they evince by their very presence. 

LtCol. Dicksie Don de Dios, the chief of police of Malay that has jurisdiction over the island, 
attributes this to the discipline, professionalism and the new sense of pride that he has 
inculcated in his relatively young police corps. In our one-month stay in Boracay, we did not 
hear of any major incident except for a brawl between two relatives who were both drunk. 
Instead, we heard a series of arrests and apprehension of personalities with pending warrants, 
or were fugitives from the law who thought that the island would shelter them from being 
reached by the law's long arm. 

 

 

   

 

https://www.manilatimes.net/author/antonio-contreras
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There is also another development I observed here. It speaks of how politics has cleaved the 
island's long-term inhabitants. A majority of the island's elite residents, like hotel and restaurant 
owners, including those who are not locals, are partial toward Vice President Maria Leonor 
Robredo. On the other hand, a good number of the service and other blue-collar workers prefer 
former senator Ferdinand Marcos Jr. What is interesting is that initially, some Marcos 
supporters were hesitant to articulate their preference. When probed further, they expressed 
apprehension because their employers are for Robredo and some were not comfortable 
disagreeing with them. Others were hesitant to reveal their preference toward anyone other 
than Robredo to avoid being scolded by pro-Robredo customers who, they said, are more vocal 
and aggressive. 

There are two myths, both of which are based on lies, that I discovered prevailing over ordinary 
island residents. There are those who hesitate to vote for Marcos because they have been told, 
some by their employers while others by political elites, that he would seize and expropriate 
the entire island to their disadvantage. And then there are those who are willing to defy elite 
pressure and insist on voting for Marcos Jr. because of the promise that he has access to tons 
of gold that he can give to people should he win. 

What this political landscape in the island implies is that while its political economy and cultural 
ecology may be uniquely determined by tourism, its political complexion is very much drawn 
from how people see themselves. They exist at the margins of an economy that dwells on 
commercializing its natural landscape, and thus would be at the mercy of the elite class that 
controls the tourism industry. They will continue to negotiate their survival as they create spaces 
where they can assert themselves, like on their choice for president. 

The fate of this island will now largely depend on good leaders, both local and national. 
President Duterte cleaned the beaches, while a disciplined local police force under LtCol. de 
Dios kept its peace. The hope of many is that whoever wins this May will protect this island 
from threats of excessive exploitative capitalism and enable its people to make the right 
decisions. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Source: https://www.manilatimes.net/2022/04/30/opinion/columns/boracay-changed-recovery-
peace-and-order-and-politics/1841826  
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EDITORYAL - Marikina Watershed, patuloy 
na sinisira 
Pang-masa April 30, 2022 | 12:00am 

 
KAPAG hindi umaksiyon si President Duterte at ang Department of Environment and Natural 
Resources (DENR) sa ginagawang illegal mining,  quarrying at resort construction sa Masungi 
at Upper Marikina Watershed sa Baras, Rizal, delubyo ang mangyayari sa Marikina at 
maraming siyudad at bayan sa Metro Manila. 

Nakalulunos ang maaring mangyari kapag hindi naputol ang mga ginagawang malawakang 
paghuhukay sa reserve areas. Ang Marikina watershed ay napagkalooban ng proteksiyon sa 
ilalim ng Republic Act No. 7586 o ang National Integrated Protected Areas System (NIPAS) 
Act of 1992. 

Pero sa kabila nito, patuloy ang ilegal na aktibidad sa lugar at walang puknat na sinisira. Sabi 
ng mga residente sa Baras, Rizal, nang manalasa umano ang Bagyong Ulysses noong 2020, 
buong bayan ng Baras ay binaha na hindi naman nangyayari dati. Mabilis umanong tumaas 
ang tubig. Nangangamba sila na kung hindi ipatitigil ang illegal activities sa Marikina watershed 
protected areas, baka malunod sila at mamatay. Dapat na umanong maputol ang quarrying, 
mining at iba pang paghuhukay na nakasisira at nagpapahina sa lupa. 

Noong Miyerkules, umapela ang Masungi Georeserve Foundation kay President Duterte at 
DENR Sec. Jim Sapulna na kanselahin ang mineral production sharing agreements sa Upper 
Marikina Watershed upang mapigilan ang panganib na idudulot ng mga ginagawang aktibidad 
sa lugar. Ang grupo ng Masungi ang nagpapanatili at nagre-rehabilitate sa portion ng 
watershade upang magsilbi itong “first line of defense” laban sa pagbaha kung may bagyo. 

Sagot ni President Duterte sa Masungi Foundation, sampahan ng kaso ang mga sumisira sa 
Marikina Watershed. Ipinag-utos niya ito sa DENR secretary at sa Anti-illegal logging Task 
Force.  Ayon sa Presidente, nangangamba sila sa illegal activities na ginagawa sa watershed. 

Ngayong nag-utos na ang presidente, kumilos naman sana ng maayos ang DENR at iba pang 
ahensiya para mapigil ang illegal quarrying at mining sa lugar. Alamin ng DENR kung sino ang 
nasa likod ng quarrying operations doon. Ayon sa report “malalakas at malalaking pulitiko” ang 
may-ari ng quarrying at mining kaya hindi maipatigil ang operasyon. 

Panahon na para pagbayarin ang mga taong sumisira sa kalikasan. 

Source: https://www.philstar.com/pang-masa/punto-mo/2022/04/30/2177807/editoryal-marikina-
watershed-patuloy-na-sinisira  
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Source: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=4zk9w0yeeQ4  
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Duterte signs laws declaring Mount Pulag, Mount 
Arayat as protected areas 
Job Manahan, ABS-CBN News 

Posted at Apr 30 2022 06:44 PM 

MANILA- President Rodrigo Duterte has approved measures declaring Mt. Pulag and Mt. 
Arayat in Luzon, as well as other areas, as protected landscapes, documents shared by 
Malacañang showed.  

Other places that Duterte designated as protected areas included the historic Tirad Pass 
National Park in Ilocos Sur, a portion of land in Balbalan, Kalinga, and an area in Zamboanga 
Sibugay.  

Duterte signed the following laws to grant protected status to the areas, under the National 
Integrated Protected Areas System (NIPAS). This means that the landscapes will be "managed 
to enhance biological diversity and [get] protected against destructive human exploitation."  

•  Republic Act No. 11688 or the Banao Protected Landscape Act  
•  Republic Act No. 11687 or the Tirad Pass Protected Landscape Act  
•  Republic Act No. 11686 or the Naga-Kabasalan Protected Landscape Act  
•  Republic Act No. 11685 or the Mt. Pulag Protected Landscape Act 
•  Republic Act No. 11684 or the Mt. Arayat Protected Landscape Act  

The laws cited the areas' rich biological resources and their ecological importance. 

The laws will kickstart trust funds for the protection of these landscapes and would likewise 
create respective Protected Area Management Offices (PAMOs) for supervision and 
conservation purposes. 

Mt. Pulag, a popular tourist spot known for its "sea of clouds," is the highest peak in Luzon and 
is the second highest in the country.  

In its website, UNESCO described the mountain as "an important watershed providing the 
water necessities of many stakeholders for domestic and industrial use, irrigation, hydroelectric 
power production and aquaculture." 

The mountain is part of the UNESCO tentative list, or an area being considered to be 
nominated as a World Heritage Site. 

Mt. Arayat, meanwhile, is known as a hub of wild animals. Its foot is surrounded by several 
waterfalls and numerous plants, UNESCO noted. 

 

 

 

 

 

Source: https://news.abs-cbn.com/news/04/30/22/duterte-oks-protected-status-for-mount-pulag-
mount-arayat?fbclid=IwAR0F3iYrsISuLkYMToUs4lkWjN3o-9iKzuYcNmbfSV-
Zp5KfHkaQPWdOqaw  
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May 01, 2022 
Date 

 1 of 2 

Page 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

STRATEGIC  
COMMUNICATION &   
INITIATIVES  
SERVICE 

Headline 

Editorial 

Column 

Opinion 

Feature Article 

Protected landscape 
byManila Standard  May 1, 2022, 1:07 am 

 
President Rodrigo Duterte has approved measures declaring Mt. Pulag, pictured here, and 
Mt. Arayat in Luzon, as well as other areas as protected landscapes. Other places the 
President designated as protected included the historic Tirad Pass National Park in Ilocos 
Sur, a portion of land in Balbalan, Kalinga, and an area in Zamboanga Sibugay. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Source: https://manilastandard.net/gallery/314225096/protected-landscape.html  
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Saving marine turtles one nest at a time 
BYJONATHAN L. MAYUGA 
MAY 1, 2022 

 
Gathered “pawikan” (marine turtle) eggs that are ready to be transferred to a secured hatchery of the 

Pawikan Project in Botolan, Zambales. 

The municipality of Botolan in Zambales province, approximately 255 kilometers (km) away 
from Manila, is known for hosting first-class beach resorts that lure beachgoers to enjoy the 
sun and the sand. 

Other than tourists, Botolan is also frequented by beach lovers, but of entirely different 
species—the marine turtles.   

 
Trained maritime police help collect marine turtle eggs from nests in the sand that will be transferred to a 

secured hatchery of the Pawikan Project. 

Locally called “pawikan,” marine turtles find their way to the coasts of Botolan to nest and lay 
eggs. 

Every year, between September and January, nesting pawikan—particularly the olive ridley, 
green turtle and hawksbill turtle—nest along the beaches of Botolan. 

The two other marine turtle species are the leatherback turtle and the loggerhead turtle. 

Endangered 
Most marine turtle species are already endangered because of illegal wildlife trade. 

These long-distance swimmers are hunted in the oceans for their meat, shell and body parts. 
On beaches, it is the nest and eggs that are being hunted. 

 

 
  

 

https://businessmirror.com.ph/author/jonathanmayuga/
https://www.manilatimes.net/2022/04/30/opinion/columns/boracay-changed-recovery-peace-and-order-and-politics/1841826
https://www.manilatimes.net/2022/04/30/opinion/columns/boracay-changed-recovery-peace-and-order-and-politics/1841826
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The seven known species of marine turtles are listed in Appendix I of the Convention on 
International Trade in Endangered Species of Wild Fauna and Flora. 

This means they are all threatened with extinction. Trading of any species on this list is 
prohibited.  

Hundred eggs, handful survive 
Female marine turtles lay hundreds of eggs in one nesting season. However, only a few young 
turtles survive their first year of life and grow to sexual maturity for them to return to their 
birthplace to nest and lay eggs and become “mama pawikan” themselves. 

Turtle eggs are vulnerable to predation. Lizards, snakes and even domesticated animals like 
stray dogs or cats are known to dig turtle nests to feed on the eggs. 

Even newly hatched marine turtles fall prey to crabs, foxes and birds as they emerge from their 
nest and struggle to reach the shores. 

Worse of all, in coastal areas like Botolan, harvesting marine turtle eggs is a way of life for 
residents, further threatening their survival as a species. 

One nest at a time 

At least one group, The Mead Foundation (TMF), is working to save marine turtles in Botolan 
and prevent their extinction. 

Ben Mead, founder of TMF,  is leading his team of conservation workers to save the pawikan, 
one nest at a time. 

Through the TMF’s Pawikan Project, Mead is able to help empower the local communities who 
have stopped hunting marine turtle eggs and become protectors of this amazing creature of 
the sea. 

One of the speakers during the recent online celebration of World Wildlife Day with the theme 
“Recovering Key Species for Ecosystems Restoration,” Mead gave a private sector perspective 
on the conservation of the endangered pawikan. 

Holistic approach; livelihood creation 
Interviewed by the BusinessMirror on April 20, Mead said the pressure on natural resources in 
the Philippines requires a holistic approach to conservation.  This is the reason TMF adopted 
species conservation across all time horizons, he said. 

In ensuring the sustainability of TMF’s conservation programs, they are anchored on the 
economic viability and decoupled from short-term funding pressure. 

More importantly, he said, the education and awareness of all stakeholders as a key strategy 
is critical, hence, integrated into TMF’s approach to conservation. 

To make conservation efforts more sustainable, TMF has integrated livelihood creation to “give 
people the opportunity to make more sustainable choices and not have to resort to non-
sustainable outcomes.” 

“We apply a pragmatic and disciplined mindset, though the metric of success is impact and 
sustained outcomes,” he said, citing as an example the approach that covers both flora and 
fauna. 

Secured hatchery 
Mead said they work with both government and other private sector partners. 

 

 
  

 

https://www.manilatimes.net/2022/04/30/opinion/columns/boracay-changed-recovery-peace-and-order-and-politics/1841826
https://www.manilatimes.net/2022/04/30/opinion/columns/boracay-changed-recovery-peace-and-order-and-politics/1841826


May 01, 2022 
Date 

 3 of 4 

Page 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

STRATEGIC  
COMMUNICATION &   
INITIATIVES  
SERVICE 

Headline 

Editorial 

Column 

Opinion 

Feature Article 

“We try to strike a balance between working with government and other NGOs [nongovernment 
organizations] and private enterprises,” he said. 

In partnership with the Department of Environment and Natural Resources (DENR) and its 
Biodiversity Management Bureau, NGOs and private groups, TMF initiated the Pawikan 
Project: Sea Turtle Conservation in Botolan. 

It has established a secured marine turtle hatchery near Sundowners Beach resort in the area, 
where recovered nests are secured. 

Only in its third year of operation, the Pawikan Project is already picking up significant strides 
and has established best practices in sea turtle conservation. 

Primary nesting area 
“Zambales is one of the primary nesting areas. All five sea turtle species [found in the 
Philippines] nest on its shores,” Mead said. 

He said the entire coastline of Zambales is dedicated to conservation zones. 

“There are still significant pressures from poaching that is why we adopted this approach of 
establishing a secure hatchery and stewarding the nesting of the pawikan,” he narrated. 

In running and managing the hatchery, TMF is working closely with the DENR-BMB, Philippine 
Maritime Group and the Provincial Agriculture Office of Zambales. 

Engaging with the youth 
“We also engage with the local youth.  Consistent with educating and exciting the youth, we 
thought it is also important to work with the community,” he told the BusinessMirror. 

“Initially, our strategy was to engage the youth and have them patrol the beach in the evening 
and identify the nesting sites and relocate the eggs to our secure hatchery; and release them 
upon hatching,” he said. 

Mead said the TMF is also working closely with the local military and police, and is lately closely 
coordinating activities with the tourism office of Zambales. 

Incentivizing the community 
He explained that they understand that the local community in Zambales are affected by 
poverty. In the past, people living in coastal communities had searched for marine turtle nests 
to get the eggs, either for food or to sell them. 

A pawikan egg costs around P7 each. 

Harvesting of pawikan eggs is illegal. The only way to stop it is by offering the community an 
alternative livelihood. 

Mead explained: “Their [residents’] interest in pawikan egg is because of lack of livelihood, 
opportunity and lack of food and various other reasons. So we shifted our approach to align 
with the community to work with us and pay them a reward for reporting.” 

The approach proved to be very successful and has created a strong alignment with the 
community.   

“We work at the barangay level as well as LGUs,” he said. 

Increasing awareness 
Meanwhile, Mead said the move to increase the awareness of the community in Zambales is 
an ongoing process. 

 

 
  

 

https://www.manilatimes.net/2022/04/30/opinion/columns/boracay-changed-recovery-peace-and-order-and-politics/1841826
https://www.manilatimes.net/2022/04/30/opinion/columns/boracay-changed-recovery-peace-and-order-and-politics/1841826


May 01, 2022 
Date 

 4 of 4 

Page 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

STRATEGIC  
COMMUNICATION &   
INITIATIVES  
SERVICE 

Headline 

Editorial 

Column 

Opinion 

Feature Article 

“We want to increase the number of hatcheries in Zambales. We require the partners not to 
touch [the nests]. We have trained rangers to perform that,” he said. 

“Once the [presence of a] nest is reported, our rangers move in. Following the best practices, 
we move the eggs to our secure hatchery,” he explained. 

In 2020 and 2021, the Pawikan Project’s secured hatchery gathered a total of 3,432 eggs that 
were surrendered by the communities, he said. 

Moreover, Mead noted that because the hatchery is secured and the eggs are undisturbed, 
they were able to ensure an 80 percent success rate in terms of pawikan hatching. 

During the two-year period, he said a total of 2,743 eggs were hatched and later released to 
the wild. 

Mead said the campaign was able to forge ties with three local government units and seven 
barangays in Zambales. 

The project also continues to receive reports from the community about discovered marine 
turtle nests in different areas, with a coverage of approximately 20 km from their base of 
operation. 

Way forward 

Mead said part of the project’s future plans is to scale hatcheries in Zambales and other areas 
in the Philippines. 

“We are looking at Ilocos Norte, Davao del Sur and Bohol,” he said. 

Meanwhile, to ensure financial sustainability, he said TMF is eyeing the establishment of a dive 
shop in these areas. 

In the Sundowners Resort in Zambales, TMF established the Finn’s Diveshop. The income 
from its operation goes to conservation. 

“It is our way of making sure that our conservation will not run out of funds, hence, sustain our 
effort to save the pawikan,” he said.  

 
The Mead Foundation’s Pawikan Project secured hatchery in Botolan, Zambales. 

Image credits: Pawikan Project Facebook page 

 

Source: https://businessmirror.com.ph/2022/05/01/saving-marine-turtles-one-nest-at-a-time/  
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DepEd lauds youth’s active steps to protect the 
environment 
Published April 30, 2022, 8:20 PM 
by Merlina Hernando-Malipot 
Education Secretary Leonor Briones recognized the contribution of the Filipino youth in 
protecting the environment. 

 
(Photo from DepEd) 

During this year’s celebration of Earth Day, the Department of Education (DepEd) showcased 
the green efforts of Generation Z in the protection of the environment. 
 
“We cannot underestimate the efforts of the youth because even in their own ways, they take 
active steps to protect the environment,” Briones said. 
 
For example, Briones said that Generation Z or better known as “Gen Z” are known supporters 
of movements like purchasing cruelty-free products, zero-waste management, and the like. 
 
“If they can do it, so can we with our learners,” Briones explained. 
 
Organized by the Office of Assistant Secretary for Youth Affairs and Special Concerns 
(OAYASC) and the Youth Formation Division (YFD), the Earth Day virtual event highlights the 
theme “Youth: Invest in our Planet” which tackles the importance of “bayanihan” to protect and 
conserve the environment for future generations as the goal moves from restoring the earth to 
investing in it in sustainable ways in the light of climate change and growing number of 
environmental issues worldwide. 
 
Meanwhile, Briones also called on everyone for their active participation in taking care of the 
planet. 
 
“I call for the youth and everyone to be good role models, to take care of our Mother Earth, and 
be the bearers of change for a better world,” Briones said. 
 
“We cannot tell what the future holds but every day, let us invest in our planet by being actively 
involved in environmental activities and endeavors,” she added. 
 

 
  

 

https://mb.com.ph/author/merlina-hernando-malipot
https://www.manilatimes.net/2022/04/30/opinion/columns/boracay-changed-recovery-peace-and-order-and-politics/1841826
https://www.manilatimes.net/2022/04/30/opinion/columns/boracay-changed-recovery-peace-and-order-and-politics/1841826
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Youth power 

During the panel discussion, youth representatives presented their green initiatives such as the 
establishment of a vegetable garden, following sustainable food consumption practices like backyard 
gardening, steaming vegetables, Gulayan sa Paaralan Program (GPP), distribution of fruit-bearing tree 
seedlings, and Environmental-Friendly Purchase. 

Davao Del Sur School of Fisheries SSG Vice President Ramzel Ivan Hugh Delloro shared the following 
tips for eco-friendly purchases: shop at eco-friendly stores, avoid impulse buying, buy local products, 
buy fruits and vegetables that are in season, reduce online order deliveries, buy recycled items, bring 
eco-shopping bags, avoid pre-washed groceries, and choose organic and natural products.“Eco-friendly 
living can lead to cost savings from energy and water efficiency, less maintenance, enhanced air quality, 
a healthier lifestyle, increased property value, and positive impact chance in the community to help save 
the planet,” Delloro said. 

Time to act 

Meanwhile, DepEd Assistant Secretary for Youth Affairs and Special Concerns Juan Valeriano Respicio 
IV noted that investing in something entails a certain degree of sacrifice coupled with hope as he urged 
learners to rise and invest in planet Earth for their future and the future of generations yet to be born. 

“Now is the time for us to act. To sacrifice and to invest,” he said. 

Respicio also encouraged the youth to be more conscious and proactive and to be supportive of various 
efforts to preserve the environment. 

“Let us focus our attention on matters concerning climate change and be part of the solution to the ever-
growing and ever-changing challenges concerning the environment,” he added. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Source: https://mb.com.ph/2022/04/30/deped-lauds-youths-active-steps-to-protect-the-
environment/  
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Envi group dismayed over low turnout in Green 
Vote Survey 

 
Photo by Iona Mendoza 

I O N A  F I N L A Y  C .  M E N D O Z A  

April 29, 2022 

VARIOUS leaders of environmental groups expressed dismay over the low number of local 
elections candidates who responded to the Green Vote Survey that aims to know the stand of 
candidates on environmental issues in Davao City. 
 
During the presentation of the results of the Kalikasan Naman Green Vote Survey 2022 
organized by the Interfacing Development Interventions for Sustainability (Idis), members of 
Idis and other environmental groups were frustrated and disappointed that only 11 Davao City 
candidates answered the survey out of 55 local candidates invited to partake. 

“Nakita nato ang turnout, 11 out of 55, it's very frustrating and disappointing na gamay ra gyod 
kaayo sa atong mga politicians and naay panahon to answer pressing issues in our locality (It 
is frustrating and disappointing that only 11 out of 55 local candidates who gave their time to 
answer pressing issues in our locality),” Idis executive director Mark Peñalver said. 
 
Despite the effort of Idis to reach out to all 55 candidates to learn their platform and advocacies 
with regards to the environment, only the following candidates responded: vice mayor 
candidate Melchor Quitain Jr., First Legislative District Representative candidate Mags 
Maglana, Aspiring councilors Luna Acosta, Lydon Banzon, and Pilar Braga from the First 
District, Jonard Dayap, Marissa Abella, and Bong Batenga from the Second District, Myrna 
Daloda-Ortiz, Wilberto Al-ag, and Alberto Ungab from the Third District. 
 
“Kini nga survey kini ra gyod ang usa sa mga activity na kinahanglan makahatag ta sa atong 
mga issues og makapaningil ta panahon nga naa na sila diha sa mga tagsa-tagsa na posisyon 
(This survey is an activity that will allow us to present them the issues on the ground and hold 
them accountable should they be elected to their position),” Nena Morales of the Metsa 
Foundation said, mentioning how only three candidates from her district have answered the 
survey. 

“Naa man ko sa third district, tulo lang ang mag respond na ang third district ang pinka-grabe 
nga environmental issues (I am from the third district, and only three responded. The third 
district has the most environmental issues that needed to be addressed),” she said. 
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The rest of the candidates did not give a reason as to why they were not able to partake in the 
survey, said Peñalver. Of all the local candidates, those who did not respond include all four 
mayoral bets, 32 out 41 aspiring councilors, and eight out of nine aspiring district 
representatives. 
 
The environmental leaders said the participation of all candidates was important to help 
Dabawenyos choose leaders who have concrete plans and resolutions on the climate crisis, 
sustainability, and other similar issues in Davao City. 
 
“Kung dili ta kabalo unsa ilang plataporma og programa, ilahang stand sa mga issues, di ta 
kabalo kung unsa pud ilang buhaton once ma-elect sila. Mao nang na-frustrate ang 
kadaghanan kay tungod important gyod kaayo siya na makabalo ta unsa sila makatabang as 
government leaders nato puhon (If we do not know their programs, stance on certain issues, 
we will not know what they will do when they are elected. That is why we are frustrated with the 
turnout because we want to know how they can help as government leaders),” Amiel Lopez, 
founder of Project Dyesabel, said. 
 
Peñalver reminded that candidates, when elected, have the power to make law programs that 
could address environmentally-caused problems such as flooding, thus voting for the right 
candidates that could propose resolutions to such problems is important. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Source: https://www.sunstar.com.ph/article/1927715/davao/local-news/envi-group-dismayed-over-
low-turnout-in-green-vote-survey  
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PAGASA scientist: Expect more intense 
typhoons if global warming continues 
By GMA News 

Published April 30, 2022 4:29pm 

 
Olango Island in Cebu after Typhoon Odette in December 2021 

A scientist at the Philippine Atmospheric, Geophysical and Astronomical Services 
Administration has warned the public against more intense typhoons if global warming 
continues to worsen. 

During the #LagingHandaPH public briefing on Saturday, PAGASA Scientist I Dr. Marcelino 
Villafuerte talked about climate change and its effects on the Philippines. 

Asked if global warming could result in more typhoons than the usual number experienced in 
the country, Villafuerte said it was possible. 

He said because global warming raised the temperatures of the sea surface and the 
atmosphere, these in turn fueled the development and further intensification of typhoons. 

“Asahan po natin na kapag patuloy na tumaas ang temperatura ng dagat at ating 

According to a January 2022 report by The Guardian, the Philippines experience an average 
of 20 storms and typhoons each year. It also said the country contributed “less than 0.4% to 
the climate crisis,” while “the global north was responsible for 92%.”  

Villafuerte also said that according to forecast, the Philippines would have 6-8 tropical cyclones 
in the next 6 months. 

He said based on studies and data recorded by PAGASA’s instruments, average temperature 
in the Philippines increased by about 0.68 degrees in the past 65 years or 0.1 degree every 
decade. 

According to Villafuerte, while the target is to maintain average of 1.5 degrees Celsius increase 
in global temperature, it can reach 4 degrees by the end of the 21st century if we go business 
as usual. 

 

 

 

https://www.theguardian.com/global-development/2022/jan/05/filipinos-count-cost-of-climate-crisis-as-typhoons-get-ever-more-destructive
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The scientist said global warming caused extreme events such as heavy rains, typhoons and 
floods, long drought, lack of water, and sea level rise, which had disastrous effects on 
livelihood, health, safety and security. Scientists also did not rule out the possible extinction of 
humans, he added. 

In the Philippines, global warming also meant increased heat levels in areas with higher 
temperature during the dry season, such as Dagupan, Cabanatuan, and Cagayan Valley, 
among other locations. 

Villafuerte also said that according to PAGASA’s studies, climate change affected the 
movements of typhoons, such that we now had harsh typhoons during the months of 
December, January, and February in Visayas and Mindanao. 

The scientist also addressed the concerns that Metro Manila would be submerged by 2050 if 
climate inaction would continue. 

He said a 2019 Climate Central study, which used digital elevation model data sets, was peer-
reviewed and published in a scientific journal. 

Villafuerte said the study showed that a 1 meter sea level rise by 2050 would not sink all of 
Metro Manila but reclaimed areas in Manila Bay and other coastal communities such as those 
in Las Pinas, Cavite, Manila, Valenzuela, Navotas, and Bulacan may be at high risk. 

At present, he said satellite data from 1993-2015 showed that the Philippine Sea rose 5.7-7 
mm per year or roughly 12 cm, which was the double the global average rate of 2.8-3.6 mm 
per year. 

He said it was also mentioned during the 2021 UN Climate Change Conference or COP26 that 
the Philippines was sinking four times faster than the global average rate. 

The scientist said the Philippines had been taking concrete steps to mitigate the effects of 
global warming as part of its participation in COP26. 

Villafuerte said the country was committed to reduce its greenhouse gas emissions by about 
75% by 2030. This includes efforts to shift from coal to clean energy, ban single-use plastics, 
and implement other green projects. 

He also said the government had initiated efforts to reduce use of fossil fuels and fast-track 
transition to renewable energy, like promoting hybrid vehicles through lower taxes, and mass 
transportation such as the Edsa carousel, MRT 7, railroads, and subway project; using solar 
power through installation of panels in government offices; and reviving talks on possible 
rehabilitation of Bataan Nuclear Power Plant. 

The scientist also said PAGASA was coordinating with local government units and the national 
government to create a national climate change action plan, and it also supported the creation 
of the new Department of Human Settlement And Urban Development. 

Filipinos as individuals can also do their own part by taking the following five suggestions from 
the UN: 

1. save energy at home; 
2. walk, bicycle, or take public transportation when traveling; 

            
              

 

 

https://www.climatecentral.org/news/report-flooded-future-global-vulnerability-to-sea-level-rise-worse-than-previously-understood
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https://unfccc.int/sites/default/files/resource/PHILIPPINES_cop26cmp16cma3_HLS_EN.pdf
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6. eat more vegetables because processing of meat uses more greenhouse gases; 
7. throw away less food because food waste produces methane which adds to greenhouse 

gases; 
8. and practice 4 Rs: reduce, reuse, repair, and recycle. 

Meanwhile, he said he supported the recent protest staged by scientists against climate change 
inaction. 

“Kung hindi nila gagawin ang ganoong drastic action at magsasawalang bahala na lang, 
maaaring ma-feel ng mga concerned government agencies na OK lang at magsawalang action 
na lang din sila,” he said. 

Early this month, the UN-led Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change issued a report that 
urged severe emission cuts across all sectors, from agriculture and transport to energy and 
buildings, to contain global warming to 1.5 degrees Celsius above preindustrial temperatures. – 
RC, GMA News 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Source: https://www.gmanetwork.com/news/scitech/science/830253/pagasa-scientist-expect-more-
intense-typhoons-if-global-warming-continues/story/?fbclid=IwAR1DGeEDKBa9xMt-
kYtpvA8bvva87tP8z4AuikzM3hJsHFRgMyZzU9XkRY0  
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PAGASA scientist reiterates warning on rising sea 
levels in PH amid climate change 
Job Manahan, ABS-CBN News 

Posted at Apr 30 2022 04:35 PM | Updated as of Apr 30 2022 04:50 PM 

 
This photo taken on January 11, 2019 shows houses on bamboo stilts amid encroaching bay waters in Sitio Pariahan, Bulacan. 

Noel Celis, Agence France-Presse/file 

MANILA — The sea level in the Philippine Sea has risen to about 12 centimeters or nearly 5 
inches in the past 20 years, a PAGASA climate scientist said on Saturday.  

The Philippine Sea had an average yearly increase of 5.7 to 7 millimeters between 1993 to 
2015, Dr. Marcelino Villafuerte said, citing studies conducted using satellite data for such 
period. 

This is "double" the global average rate of around 2.8 to 3.6 milimeters yearly, as the global 
temperature continues to rise, he noted.  

"In another statement po ‘no related doon sa COP26 meeting, it was said that our country is 
sinking four times faster than the global average," Villafuerte said in a public briefing. 

Experts have observed the rise of sea levels in the country's eastern portions. He said this was 
seen in Cebu, while the highest increase was reported around Manila Bay. 

"Pero ang main reason po for that ayon sa mga pag-aaral ng mga siyentista, mga kasamahan 
natin sa UP, ay iyong ground water extraction naman, iyon po, na siyang nagpapababa naman 
ng lebel ng lupa sa gawing coastal communities po ng Manila Bay," he explained.  

Reducing carbon emissions and shifting to clean energy could help reduce the rising global 
temperatures, according to the scientist. 

"Kung magpapatuloy po ang pagtaas ng global temperature... iyong mga nararanasan po 
nating mga extreme events, katulad halimbawa ng malalakas na ulan na maaaring magdulot 
ng pagbaha, mahabang tagtuyot... mapaminsalang mga bagyo at iyong sea level rise... ay 
maaari pang lumala," he added. 

A report by Agence France-Presse noted that as of 2019, areas north of Manila like provinces 
Pampanga and Bulacan have sunk 4 to 6 centimeters (1.5 to 2.4 inches) a year since 2003, 
based on satellite monitoring.  

Red Constantino, director of the Institute for Climate and Sustainable Cities, has warned of the 
dangers rising sea levels have for the country, most especially during storm surges.  

Around 20 tropical cyclones pound the country yearly.  
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“The Philippines will be twice or certainly above the global levels. And that is going to be 
disastrous to an archipelagic country like us,” said Constantino. 

Filipino green campaigners have expressed concerns about a recent study released by the 
United Nations' (UN) climate experts, warning about a catastrophic climate change by 2025 if 
carbon emission levels remain unchanged.  

They called on the public to vote for leaders in the upcoming elections who would prioritize 
climate justice and measures promoting a "green agenda," saying this would be a vote for 
survival. 
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China, Pacific Island-nations partner vs 
climate change 
By Xinhua News Agency May 1, 2022 

 
BLOWN AWAY This Aug. 19, 2020 file photo shows wind turbines — testifying to Beijing’s green commitment — at the 

Jiucaiping area of China’s southwestern Guizhou province. XINHUA PHOTO 

 

JINAN, China: China and island-nations in the Pacific have agreed on joint cooperative 
measures to tackle climate change during a conference in the East Asian country's eastern 
Shandong province. 

The conference is part of online and offline ceremonies unveiling a cooperation center for China 
and Pacific island-countries and opening a high-level dialogue on climate change between the 
two sides. 

This comes after China and one Pacific island-country, the Solomon Islands, confirmed last 
week that they signed a security agreement that the United States, Australia and their allies 
fear could lead to Beijing having a military presence in the region, despite assurances from 
Honiara. 

Samoan Ambassador to China Tapusalaia Terry Toomata said climate change should be 
tackled with practical moves, pointing out that Beijing quickly established the cooperation center 
to assist Pacific island-countries in addressing the problem. 

Under the center's climate change cooperation mechanism, China and the nations concerned 
will establish platforms for professional training, technology cooperation and academic 
research. 

A so-called South-South cooperation agreement, along with many climate change cooperation 
projects, was signed during the conference. 

As the conference host, Shandong has committed to focus on green development and low-
carbon cooperation, and promote nongovernmental exchanges in culture, tourism and 
education activities, according to the organizing committee. 

Using its vast experience in enhancing mutual cooperation, the Research Center for Pacific 
Island Countries of Liaocheng University said it would provide intelligence and knowledge 
services for regional climate cooperation. 
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Climate experts at the conference agreed that extreme weather conditions have become more 
frequent due to climate change, threatening Pacific island-countries. 

China has allotted more than 1.2 billion yuan (about $181.33 million) for South-South climate 
change cooperation, and signed 42 relevant agreements with 37 developing countries, 
including Samoa and Tonga. 

Beijing vows to follow the path of green and low-carbon development, and has pledged to peak 
its carbon dioxide emissions before 2030 and achieve carbon neutrality before 2060. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Source: https://www.manilatimes.net/2022/05/01/news/world/china-pacific-island-nations-partner-
vs-climate-change/1841954  
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Over 6.7K immunocompromised receive 2nd booster 
shots 
By Lade Jean Kabagani April 30, 2022, 7:21 pm 

 
(Photo courtesy of NTF Against Covid-19) 

MANILA – Some 6,702 eligible immunocompromised individuals have received their fourth 
Covid-19 dose or the second booster shot during the first-week rollout, the National Vaccination 
Operations Center (NVOC) reported on Saturday. 

Overall, NVOC chairperson and Department of Health (DOH) Undersecretary Myrna Cabotaje 
said 146.7 million doses have been administered nationwide. 

Of the total, 67.8 million Filipinos have complete primary series of Covid-19 jabs but only 13.2 
million of them have first booster shots. 

Cabotaje said the recommendation of the Health Technology Assessment Council for the 
administration of the second booster shots to other priority groups is still under study. 

“If they already have sufficient data to come up with the recommendation, that’s the time they 
will issue a recommendation for the other groups so let’s just wait for it,” Cabotaje said, partly 
in Filipino, at a virtual public briefing. 

She said the Philippines has enough vaccine supplies should health experts expand the second 
booster shots to the general public because the booster vaccination drive is not as well-
received. 

The NVOC is likewise studying whether to set up vaccination sites in polling precincts on 
election day. (PNA) 

 

 

 

 

 

Source: https://www.pna.gov.ph/articles/1173388  
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DOH belies 'unfounded rumors' of Covid surge 
before polls 
By Joyce Ann L. Rocamora April 30, 2022, 7:18 pm 

 

MANILA – The Department of Health (DOH) on Saturday categorically denied "unfounded 
rumors" that it will report a coronavirus surge days before the May 9 elections and pin the blame 
on campaign rallies. 

A tweet posted on April 28 about a supposed DOH-declared surge garnered over 11,000 “likes” 
and 2,213 retweets. 

It alleged that two days before the election, the DOH will release a report indicating a hike in 
Covid-19 cases and that some of the positive individuals will be ordered to say that they went 
to a rally of a certain candidate. 

"The Department of Health categorically denies unfounded rumors that it will report an artificial 
increase in Covid-19 cases close to election day for partisan use against any candidate at any 
level," the DOH said in a statement. 

The agency said the Philippines has low Covid-19 case trends due to high vaccination coverage 
and public compliance with minimum health standards. 

DOH underscored that it uses metrics such as health care utilization to evaluate whether an 
escalation or de-escalation of alert levels is warranted. 

"Instead of spreading false and unverified information, we can all do our part in preventing 
further transmission and avoiding further restrictions caused by the Covid-19 by wearing the 
best-fitted mask, (isolating) when sick, doubling up protection with vaccination and boosters, 
and ensuring good airflow," it said. 

The Philippines recorded an average of 195 cases daily the past week and an overall national 
positivity rate of 1.2 percent. (PNA) 
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