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Recycling facility for e-waste 

launched 
By Jed Macapagal -March 28, 2022 

Several groups have rolled out a new electronic waste (e-waste) recycling facility that would be 
safer to the humans and to the environment. 

Globe Telecom Inc., the United Nations Industrial Development Organization, the Department 
of Environment and Natural Resources, Integrated Recycling Industries, Inc., the Ecological 
Waste Coalition of the Philippines and the local government unit through the Global 
Environmental Facility are jointly undertaking a community-based treatment, storage and 
disposal (TSD) facility for e-waste in Dampalit, Malabon. 

The project will give training to informal recyclers on the associated risks to human health and 
the environment of e-waste. 

Once fully operational this month, the facility aims to process at least 15,000 cathode ray tubes 
(CRTs) or glass video displays from computers and television sets. 

The facility will directly benefit the livelihood of several residents in barangays Dampalit and 
Longos in Malabon and Capulong in Manila that will collect and dismantle unwanted electrical 
and electronic equipment such as CRT televisions, refrigerators, electric fans and mobile 
phones to salvage precious metals and other valuable parts they can sell. 

The facility is also meant to avoid the exposure and improper handling of toxic materials found 
on e-waste like polybrominated diphenyl ether, bromine and other heavy metals like mercury, 
lead, cadmium, barium and beryllium. 

The TSD will also benefit six active garbage trader groups and two junk shops in Dampalit as 
well as associations of waste recyclers with more than 50 active members in total in Longos 
and Capulong. 

The TSD in Malabon is the second community-based facility for e-waste. The first facility was 
created in Barangay Bagong Silang, Caloocan City last year. 

In 2019, the UN Environment Program reported that only 20 percent of e-waste is recycled, 
many of which by hand in developing countries, exposing workers to hazardous and probable 
carcinogenic substances with the other 80 percent ending up in landfills that contribute to 
pollution. 

 

 

 

 

Source: https://malaya.com.ph/news_business/recycling-facility-for-e-waste-launched/   
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Mga Pinoy dapat na makiisa sa Earth Hour – 
Palasyo 
ni Lolet Abania | March 26, 2022 

 

Hinimok ng Malacañang ang lahat ng mga Pilipino na makiisa sa isasagawang Earth Hour 

ngayong taon, na sadyang mabuting paalala o “good reminder” ito sa mga kaganapan na dulot 

ng climate crisis.  

Itinakda ang Earth Hour ng alas-8:30 ng gabi ngayong Sabado, kung saan hinihikayat ang mga 

Pinoy na magpatay ng kanilang mga non-essential lights o mga ilaw ng isang oras para 

maipakita ang kanilang pagmamahal at pakikiisa para protektahan ang ating planeta.  

“The Philippines is highly vulnerable to the effects of climate change,” pahayag ni acting Palace 

Spokesman Martin Andanar. 

“This year’s Earth Hour is a good reminder that climate change and global warming are real 

issues that we need to pay more attention to and require urgent action,” dagdag ni Andanar.  

Ayon sa opisyal, dapat na mag-participate dito ang mga kababayan para maipakita ang 

kanilang suporta sa ganitong gawain, habang inilarawan ito ni Andanar bilang, “active 

involvement in shaping our future.” 

Sa isang report ngayong buwan ng Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change ng UN (United 

Nations), na siyang top global climate science authority, ibinabala nito na ang heat waves, 

droughts o tagtuyot, at extreme rainfall o matinding pag-ulan ay magiging mas madalas pa sa 

mga darating na dekada habang ang temperatura ay patuloy na tataas. 

“[Already], increasing weather and climate extreme events have exposed millions of people to 

acute food insecurity and reduced water security,” batay sa panel. 

Ayon pa sa UN climate change panel, “the global carbon dioxide emissions must reach net 

zero by 2050 if global warming is to be limited to 1.5 degrees Celsius to curb disastrous 

impacts.” 

 

 

 

Source: https://www.bulgaronline.com/post/mga-pinoy-dapat-na-makiisa-sa-earth-hour-palasyo  

 

https://www.bulgaronline.com/column/categories/lolet-abania
https://www.bulgaronline.com/post/mga-pinoy-dapat-na-makiisa-sa-earth-hour-palasyo
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NegOcc renews vow to protect environment 
By Nanette Guadalquiver March 27, 2022, 3:33 pm 

 
EARTH HOUR. Representatives of various youth organizations in Negros Occidental join the observance of Earth Hour 2022 at 

the Provincial Capitol grounds in Bacolod City on Saturday night (March 26, 2022). Initiated by the Provincial Environment 

Management Office, the event was highlighted by the lighting of candles formed into the 60+ symbol and the switch-off of lights 

from 8:30 p.m. to 9:30 p.m. (Photo courtesy of PIO Negros Occidental) 

BACOLOD CITY – The province of Negros Occidental has renewed its commitment to protect 
the environment during the observance of Earth Hour 2022 at the Provincial Capitol grounds 
here on Saturday night. 

Joined by representatives from 14 youth organizations, the event, themed “Shape Our Future”, 
was highlighted by the lighting of candles formed into the 60+ symbol, which is the campaign’s 
main logo, and the switch-off of lights from 8:30 p.m. to 9:30 p.m. 

In a video message, Governor Eugenio Jose Lacson said the people must recognize their part 
in causing the problem of climate warming and accept the responsibility to do what needs to 
be done. 

He noted the hour-long lights-off shows the Negrenses are not just aware of the gravity of 
climate change and its impact on the planet, but also prepared to do their active part to change 
the course of environmental destruction. 

“Let this undertaking be the start of the many measures we are going to take to protect our 
habitat. Not only for ourselves, but most importantly for our children and the generations next,” 
he added. 

In her message at the program, lawyer Julie Ann Bedrio, head of the Provincial Environment 
Management Office, said the Earth Hour is not just an event, but a symbolic coming together 
of earth advocates. 

“This is a symbol of unity to combat all forms of destructions against our planet and our 
steadfast commitment to continue the fight for a greener and healthier Mother Earth,” she 
added. 

She also said the Earth Hour is not just a one-hour event in one day, but an everyday 
commitment to attain a healthier environment and more sustainable earth. 

“As stewards of our planet, we must all take action and make it an everyday decision to save 
the environment. Together, let us shape the future,” Bedrio said. 

Youth representatives Josh Eusebio of Bacolod Youth Coalition for Democracy discussed the 
climate justice agenda; Nicole Wong of Linghod led the commitment sharing; and Bianca 
Montilla of Youth for Climate Hope responded to the call to action. 
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Youth representatives Josh Eusebio of Bacolod Youth Coalition for Democracy discussed the 
climate justice agenda; Nicole Wong of Linghod led the commitment sharing; and Bianca 
Montilla of Youth for Climate Hope responded to the call to action. 

Observed every fourth Saturday of March, the Earth Hour aims to encourage people, 
governments, and businesses to recognize their ecological footprint and start thinking about 
how to take responsibility for managing it in a more sustainable way, and also to seek out the 
facts about climate change and its impact on the earth and people’s lives. 

According to earthhour.org, “everyone has a part to play in shaping a new future for people and 
planet, from taking individual steps towards living sustainably to urging companies and 
governments to help build a nature-positive and carbon-neutral future.” (PNA) 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Source: https://www.pna.gov.ph/articles/1170741  
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Poll bets, supporters told: Ditch plastic water 
bottles   
Elizabeth Marcelo - The Philippine Star March 28, 2022 | 12:00am 

 
Photo from Pixabay shows plastic bottles. 

Image by Matthew Gollop from Pixabay 

 

MANILA, Philippines — Environmental watchdog EcoWaste Coalition yesterday urged 

candidates and their supporters to help lessen plastic pollution by bringing water in reusable 

non-plastic containers during caravans, motorcades, rallies and other campaign sorties. 

“We are one with the refill and reuse movement in urging everyone to ditch single-use plastic 

water bottles,” EcoWaste Zero Waste campaigner Jove Beno said in a statement. 

The group pointed out that aside from adding to plastic pollution, the production of disposable 

water bottles consumes fossil fuel, which contributes to climate change. 

“Bringing water in a reusable container every time you go out will cut your consumption of 

bottled water and help in reducing fossil fuel use and the resulting pollution that is warming and 

toxifying the planet,” Benosa said. 

The EcoWaste cited a study by London-based market research company Euromonitor 

International, which showed that the global consumption of plastic bottles continues to rise. 

Based on the Euromonitor research, from 300 billion in 2004, plastic bottles sold in 2016 

increased to 480 billion, and estimated to have reached 583.3 billion in 2021. Around the world, 

one million plastic bottles are sold every minute, the research showed. 

“Poll candidates and their supporters who brave the sweltering heat should carry a refillable 

water bottle, preferably a non-plastic container and stay hydrated all day long,” Benosa said. 

The EcoWaste warned the public against reusable painted tumblers and other containers with 

high lead content. 

 

 

 

 

Source: https://www.philstar.com/nation/2022/03/28/2170295/poll-bets-supporters-told-ditch-

plastic-water-bottles-  

 

https://www.philstar.com/authors/1805074/elizabeth-marcelo
https://www.philstar.com/nation/2022/03/28/2170295/poll-bets-supporters-told-ditch-plastic-water-bottles-
https://www.philstar.com/nation/2022/03/28/2170295/poll-bets-supporters-told-ditch-plastic-water-bottles-
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The climate crisis and migration 
Amy E. Pope - The Philippine Star March 28, 2022 | 12:00am 

Typhon Rai, locally known as Odette, smashed the Philippines four months ago, sweeping 

through 11 of the country’s 17 regions, destroying or damaging over 2 million houses, far 

eclipsing that of Typhoon Haiyan in 2013. Approximately 32,200 people remain displaced, 

mostly in evacuation centers. 

The road to a full recovery will be long and full of challenges. Yet returning from my field visit 

to Siargao, I was inspired by the bayanihan spirit. From the community where people are 

assisting their neighbors to rebuild their houses, to the intervention led by local government 

units, mayors, governors and national level counterparts, the desire to recover and help one 

another in times of a crisis is palpable and something that will stay with me long after my visit. 

This typhoon, however, must serve as a wake-up call to the international community. The 

Global Climate Risk Index 2020 ranks the Philippines as the second most vulnerable country 

in the world affected by climate change despite being one of the smallest contributors to CO2 

emissions. 

More than 60 percent of the Filipino population resides in coastal areas and will be forced to 

move with one-meter sea rise brought about by global warming – that equates to 60 million 

people having to move by the end of this century. As President Duterte warned in his address 

during the 76th United Nations General Assembly, “The risks and burden of a warming climate 

are simply not the same for everyone. ... But here we are now at a critical tipping point, where 

failure to act leads to cataclysmic consequences for the whole of humankind.” 

Knowing that climate impact is inevitable and recognizing that failure to act will be cataclysmic, 

there are three things we must do now to prepare for and mitigate the impacts of climate change 

on human life. 

First, we have seen time and again that human mobility is inextricably linked to climate change. 

Nowhere is that more evident than in the Philippines. Migration is one of the coping 

mechanisms of affected Filipinos facing climate crisis, either as a choice or a force of 

circumstance. 

We must acknowledge that the protection of the most vulnerable should be at the forefront of 

our climate action, and collectively build migration into our climate change mitigation measures. 

National and regional policies must include more migration adaptation measures, and 

resources are needed to address and prevent displacements while increasing people’s 

resilience, especially in the most vulnerable countries. 

 

Second, it is imperative to ensure that adaptive migration as a solution is safe, informed and 

desired. For instance, IOM is working closely with the Philippine government and communities 

on planned relocation and transitional sites in typhoon affected areas. Through the generous 

support from donors such as USAID, Australia, Japan, Canada, UN Central Emergency Fund 

and Germany, IOM is providing critical shelter assistance, hygiene and sanitation, camp 

coordination and camp management, health and COVID prevention and mental health and 

psychosocial services. While essential, these actions are primarily reactive. Our actions in the 

field today can and should be a pathway towards managing climate vulnerabilities.  They must 

be done proactively and strategically in a contextually grounded manner and with strong 

community engagement. 

 

Finally, we need to harness the power of the estimated 10 million Filipinos living abroad to 

strengthen climate resilience locally.  The Philippines is a country that has for decades made 

the most out of migration. Since the 1980s, overseas Filipino workers (OFWs) have been hailed 

 

https://www.philstar.com/authors/1807406/amy-e-pope
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Finally, we need to harness the power of the estimated 10 million Filipinos living abroad to 

strengthen climate resilience locally.  The Philippines is a country that has for decades made 

the most out of migration. Since the 1980s, overseas Filipino workers (OFWs) have been hailed 

as bagong bayani (modern-day heroes). In 2019, remittances from OFWs reached a record 

high of $33.9 billion, equivalent to nearly 10 percent of the country’s gross domestic product 

(GDP). With one of the largest diasporas in the world, we need to leverage this support and 

direct these financial contributions to build back better using the lessons learned from past 

climate emergencies – such as building four-corner roofs over home in typhoon-prone areas to 

protect these rebuilt communities from future devastation. 

 

As the cost of the climate crisis is reaching irreversible heights, I depart the Philippines 

reflecting on the devastating impacts of Typhoon Rai and the future of the communities in the 

Philippines. While the bayanihan spirit gives me hope, we now need bold collective action to 

build the resilience of communities at risk, to protect the most vulnerable and to ensure that 

migration remains a choice rather than a necessity. 

*   *   * 

Amy E.  Pope is Deputy Director General of the International Organization for Migration. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Source: https://www.philstar.com/opinion/2022/03/28/2170361/climate-crisis-and-migration  
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Greenpeace calls on next admin to put 
climate justice into policy 
BYJONATHAN L. MAYUGA MARCH 28, 2022 

ENVIRONMENTAL group Greenpeace has called on the next administration to put climate 

justice at front and center of policy agenda as the Philippines officially now becomes a super-

typhoon hotspot. 

This as the Philippine Atmospheric Geophysical and Astronomical Services Administration 

(Pagasa) recently said super typhoons are no longer aberrations but are the new normal. 

Based on the new definition of typhoons by Pagasa, the Philippines experienced 7.5 times 

more super typhoons from 2016 to 2021 than previously recorded. 

Pagasa changed the classification of super typhoons from cyclones that exhibit maximum 

sustained winds of at least 220 kilometers per hour to 185 kilometers per hour. 

“Based on the old definition, the Philippines encountered only two super typhoons from 2016 

to 2021. With the new definition, 14 of the 39 typhoons that passed the country in the last six 

years can be classified as super typhoons.” 

Greenpeace Campaigner Virginia Llorin said possibly six of the average 20 typhoons 

experienced every year in the Philippines can now be classified under the super-typhoon 

category. 

“This is just the tip of the iceberg,” Llorin said. “Science is telling us that we need to prepare for 

worse scenarios ahead. And without meaningful and urgent climate action, we need to prepare 

for the worst.” 

The Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change (IPCC) report released earlier this month 

revealed that climate risks are appearing faster and will get worse sooner than previously 

assessed, and that they have been disproportionately affecting people in highly vulnerable 

geographies. 

Impacts on communities that are least responsible for the climate crisis and least able to cope 

are also more severe. In the Philippines, the climate crisis has been costing Filipino 

communities their lives and livelihoods for decades, and according to data from the 

government, damages from climate impacts has cost the country around P506 billion in the 

past decade. 

Greenpeace said that climate will be the defining issue of the next administration. The next 

president will serve during the decade which is the most crucial window for climate action if we 

are to avoid the worst impacts of the climate crisis, according to Llorin. 

“Filipinos are already suffering from climate impacts and it will get worse,” she stressed. 

According to Llorin, the climate crisis impacts very fundamental issues namely food, water and 

energy security, poverty, injustice, health, migration, security and our fundamental rights to life, 

health, among others. 

“To secure all these and ensure Filipinos are able to live decent lives free from fear or want, 

means that climate needs to be the primary lens in government policymaking and 

implementation,” she said. 

Source: https://businessmirror.com.ph/2022/03/28/greenpeace-calls-on-next-admin-to-put-

climate-justice-into-policy/  

 

https://businessmirror.com.ph/author/jonathanmayuga/
https://businessmirror.com.ph/2022/03/28/greenpeace-calls-on-next-admin-to-put-climate-justice-into-policy/
https://businessmirror.com.ph/2022/03/28/greenpeace-calls-on-next-admin-to-put-climate-justice-into-policy/
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Water 
DEMAND AND SUPPLY - Boo Chanco - The Philippine Star March 28, 2022 | 12:00am 

Water is one truly basic need that we take for granted. We think we have an abundance of it 

so we do not give it much thought… until our faucets run dry. 

This happens yearly about this time of the year. But we should worry about Metro Manila being 

over 95 percent dependent on Angat Dam. Angat is in an earthquake prone zone. If it cracks, 

we have no real alternative source. 

Various administrations have been talking about alternative water sources for decades, but 

have not gone beyond talking. The Duterte administration is no different. 

For a while, Duterte was talking about finally getting the Kaliwa-Kanan River dam project going. 

It is expected to add 600 million liters per day (MLD) to the capital‘s water supply. 

In 2011, MWSS, under its then chairman Gerry Esquivel, launched the New Centennial Water 

Source project. Based on the feasibility studies and detailed engineering designs prepared in 

2014, the integrated system would generate additional water sources to ensure water security 

for Metro Manila. Laiban is the only remaining nearest surface water source for Metro Manila. 

But the Kaliwa Dam project is dead in the water. China was supposed to finance the project, 

but nothing came out other than a lot of press releases. 

There were problems, including the concerns of indigenous people living in the area. But those 

problems have been there for the longest time. There must be solutions if there is political will. 

While it is just to address the concerns of the indigenous Dumagats, they also cannot hold 

hostage over 20 million other Filipinos in NCR and adjacent provinces who need a new water 

source. I thought the tough talking Duterte would be the president who would score a 

breakthrough here. It didn’t happen. 

So here we are, once again looking at a water shortage this dry season. Customers of Maynilad 

will likely feel the pinch more. Indeed, they are already suffering enough to call on authorities 

to do something. 

Maynilad’s area has been problematic from the start. It is larger and it comprises the older part 

of Metro Manila with a lot of leaky pipes. 

If the Angat water level goes down perilously this dry season to make a reduction in water 

allocation mandatory, Maynilad may have problems meeting their customers’ water 

requirements. 

It probably won’t be as bad for those in the area served by Manila Water because it should 

have learned its lesson from the shortage in 2019.  It has also started operations of its Cardona 

Treatment Plant to clean water from Laguna de Bay. 

The Cardona Plant has a capacity of 50 MLD. Manila Water is also planning to put up an 

integrated water supply facility (East Bay Project) in Pakil, Laguna with a 250 MLD capacity. 

Maynilad also has a water treatment facility along Laguna de Bay. Its Putatan I Plant (with a 

capacity of 100 MLD) in Muntinlupa City consists of dissolved air flotation, biological aerated 

filtration, ultra-filtration, reverse osmosis, disinfection, and oxidation of certain compounds. 

Maynilad is also putting up its Putatan II Plant with a capacity of 150 MLD. 

It isn’t as if the two water concessionaires are not doing their share. Indeed, if MWSS didn’t 

insist that the government would be responsible for sourcing water and the private company  

merely for distribution, things today might have been better. 

Because of its proximity, Laguna de Bay is a readily available and accessible water source for the 
growing population of Metro Manila. But that lake is a big open sewer. 

 

https://www.philstar.com/columns/136475
https://www.philstar.com/authors/1804837/boo-chanco
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merely for distribution, things today might have been better. 

Because of its proximity, Laguna de Bay is a readily available and accessible water source for 

the growing population of Metro Manila. But that lake is a big open sewer. 

There is a need to reduce the pollution of the lake by establishing sewage treatment facilities, 

deepen the lake to increase its water holding capacity, and reforest its denuded watershed to 

lessen its sedimentation. 

Cleaning up the water of Laguna de Bay is expensive, more so than the raw water the water 

companies get from Angat and could get from a potential facility in Kaliwa/Laiban. 

One other thing going for Manila Water is Ricky Razon taking over from the Ayalas. This means 

it can benefit from the Wawa Dam project that Razon initiated some years ago. 

Wawa Dam in Montalban is expected to produce 80 MLD starting October this year. The 

balance to provide a total 518 MLD will be available in 2025. 

I remember Dondi Alikpala, an expert on water, telling me that while water shortage is a concern 

in Metro Manila, we must not forget that for the rest of the Philippines, less than 50 percent 

even have household connections. 

Most of our countrymen still live with pila and balde on a daily basis. Even in major cities like 

Bacolod and Iloilo, only about 30 percent of families are connected to the water utility. 

Groundwater extraction, specially in Metro Manila, has only made problems worse – with 

subsidence causing the city to sink and not too slowly too. Manufacturing concerns that use a 

lot of water should be required to make provisions for more efficient use of the resource. 

A good example is San Miguel Corporation, which two weeks ago announced they were able 

to save 27 billion liters of water and are still working to reduce their water use by 50 percent by 

2025. 

To reduce drawing from scarce water sources, SMC president Ramon Ang said they utilize 

several methods, including the use of sea water, water recycling, and rainwater harvesting for 

cooling machines, cleaning, and other utility, non-product water usage. 

SMC has mandated that all its newly-built facilities be fitted with rainwater collection systems. 

A number of older facilities are also being retro-fitted to increase rainwater harvesting and to 

replace leaking underground pipes with above-ground, easy to monitor installations. 

SMC’s program should be made mandatory for all manufacturing concerns in the country. A 

law to that effect should be passed. 

We have to take this water problem seriously and urgently. Renewable water resources are 

constant while population growth continues. Add to that climate change. Unless we do 

something now, the quality of life in this country will deteriorate with each passing day. 

   

Boo Chanco’s email address is bchanco@gmail.com. Follow him on Twitter @boochanco. 

 

 

 

Source: https://www.philstar.com/business/2022/03/28/2170276/water  

 
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HEADLINE 

Poop paper 
Published 7 hours ago on March 28, 2022 12:10 AM 
By WJG 

 

Toilet paper is made from wood pulp, and manufacturers of the hygiene product use recycled 
paper to minimize cutting down trees. Alternative raw material sources for the product like 
bamboo and sugarcane are also being tapped to conserve trees. 

A Danish company, meanwhile, has a different approach in addressing the environmental 
impact of toilet paper consumption. Copenhagen-based LastObject produces reusable toilet 
paper called LastTissue. 

The product is a hybrid handkerchief and disposable wet wipe in silicone packs. Made from 
cotton, the tissue is washable 520 times, according to the LastObject website. Each pack is 
designed to dispense six clean tissues while holding used ones in a separate compartment of 
the pack. 

LastObject co-founder Nicolas Aagaard said LastTissue eliminates buying and disposing of 
sanitary items every day. 

“If we can create an item that replaces a single-use item, then potentially we can replace a 
thousand of a single-use item,” Aagaard said. 

Americans are the number one users of toilet paper. The most sustainable toilet cleaning 
practice, however, is using a bidet and water. 

Google’s offices in California have toilets fitted with bidets. The technology company recently 
started removing sanitary water hoses in toilets of its offices to the dismay of employees. 

Google’s facilities professional Edgar Tovar explained that the company is complying with 
building rules requiring tenants to adopt recycled water systems “which cannot support bidets.” 

If building codes disrupt the use of bidets, Americans can still rely on traditional toilet 

paper for their sanitary routine. Using toilet paper may not suffice though in the case of a 

landlord who reportedly tried to evict one allegedly annoying renter at his Brooklyn apartment building in 

 

https://tribune.net.ph/index.php/category/headline/
https://tribune.net.ph/index.php/author/wjg/
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If building codes disrupt the use of bidets, Americans can still rely on traditional toilet 

paper for their sanitary routine. Using toilet paper may not suffice though in the case of a 

landlord who reportedly tried to evict one allegedly annoying renter at his Brooklyn 

apartment building in a nasty way. 

The 52-year-old woman renter had veteran off-duty correction officer Nigel Escalona, 44, 

arrested on 17 March and charged with criminal mischief and illegal eviction. 

The complainant accused Escalona of breaking into her room, changing its locks and 

sending two men to bring out her belongings. 

Worst, on 4 March, she allegedly saw Escalona running out of her bedroom and found 

“poop smeared on the door and door frame, as well as on the bathroom doorknob and 

faucet,” the New York Post reported citing a police statement. 

The fecal vandalism required more than toilet paper to clean. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Source: https://tribune.net.ph/index.php/2022/03/28/poop-paper/  
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Phivolcs to keep Taal under Alert Level 3 

amid smaller explosions 
(Philstar.com) - March 27, 2022 - 12:12pm 

 

This handout photo taken and received on March 26, 2022 from the Philippine Volcanology and Seismology 

(PHIVOLCS) shows the Taal volcano, which sits in a picturesque lake in Batangas province, after an eruption sent 

ash and steam hundreds of metres into the sky. 

Handout / Philippine Volcanology and Seismology / AFP 

 

MANILA, Philippines — The Philippine Institute of Volcanology and Seismology maintained its 
Alert Level 3 notice over Taal Volcano on Sunday. 
 
It may take another two weeks of observation before the institute updates its alert level.  
 
“Ang alert level number 3, ibig sabihin, merong magmatic activity. Ang magma ay nag-i-intrude 
o umaakyat papunta sa crater ng dahan-dahan at ang pag-dampi o interaksyon ng mainit na 
magma o tubig ay sanhi ng mga pagsabog,” Philippine Institute of Volcanology and Seismology 
Director Renato Solidum Jr. told ABS-CBN’s “TeleRadyo Balita” on Sunday.  
 
(Being on alert level number 3 means there is magmatic activity. Magma intrudes or rises into 
the crater slowly and the touch or interaction of hot magma or water causes the explosions.) 
 
Phivolcs said it recorded 14 volcanic earthquakes in the past 24 hours, which included 10 
volcanic tremor events that lasted for two to three minutes and four low-frequency volcanic 
earthquakes.  
 
Taal Volcano also had two phreatomagmatic eruptions, which resulted from the interaction of 
molten rock and water, at 4:34 a.m. and 5:04 a.m. on Sunday. 
 
“These events produced 800 meter- and 400-meter-tall plumes, respectively, from the Main 
Crater that drifted southwest,” Phivolcs said in its Sunday bulletin. 
 
Two-week observation 
“Kung mananatili lang sa mga maliliit na explosion, pwede po natin i-maintain ang alert level 
sa number 3. Kung kaya tumigil na ang kaniyang aktibidad at pahupana batay sa trend sa loob 
ng dalawang linggo, pwede nating ibaba into Alert Level 2,” Solidum said. 
 
(If it only has small explosions, we can maintain the alert level under number 3. If its activity 
stops and if it calms down based on its trend within two weeks, we can downgrade it to Alert 
Level 2.) 
 
Meanwhile, the institute said it may raise the alert level to 4 if it observes more magma rising 
to the crater, volcanic earthquakes, volcanic gas, and if there is an inflation. 

 

Source: https://www.philstar.com/business/2022/03/28/2170276/water  

 

https://www.facebook.com/sharer.php?u=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.philstar.com%2Fheadlines%2F2022%2F03%2F27%2F2170252%2Fphivolcs-keep-taal-under-alert-level-3-amid-smaller-explosions%2Famp
https://www.facebook.com/sharer.php?u=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.philstar.com%2Fheadlines%2F2022%2F03%2F27%2F2170252%2Fphivolcs-keep-taal-under-alert-level-3-amid-smaller-explosions%2Famp
https://www.facebook.com/sharer.php?u=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.philstar.com%2Fheadlines%2F2022%2F03%2F27%2F2170252%2Fphivolcs-keep-taal-under-alert-level-3-amid-smaller-explosions%2Famp
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=960QcujZicQ
https://www.phivolcs.dost.gov.ph/index.php/volcano-hazard/volcano-bulletin2/taal-volcano/14328-taal-volcano-bulletin-27-march-2022-8-00-am
https://www.philstar.com/business/2022/03/28/2170276/water
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Solidum said it is possible that the Taal Volcano may have a stronger eruption ever under an 

Alert Level 2 warning. 

“Nakaumang ‘yung mga magma sa ilalim. Kung umakyat ito, iyon ang mag-tri-trigger ng mas 

malakas na pagsabog. Pero ‘yung persistence at possibility ng pagsabog ay nandiyan kahit 

nasa Alert Level 2,” Solidum said. 

(The magmas are at the bottom. If it climbs, that will trigger a stronger explosion. But the 

persistence and possibility of an explosion will be there even if we put the notice at Alert Level 

2.) 

Phivolcs said Taal Volcano has been logging a high level of sulfur dioxide content, which 

signals that magma is close to the surface, in the past several weeks before its gas content 

went down.  

“Posible namang ganoon lang na mababa ang talagang inilalabas o posibleng may pagkabara 

ng konti So in July of last year, ganoon din ang nangyari na mataas ang sulfur dioxide and then 

several weeks after nagkaroon ng mga pagsabog,” Solidum said. 

(It is possible that the emissions were really low or that there was a slight blockage. So in July 

of last year, the same thing happened when the sulfur dioxide was high and then explosions 

came several weeks after.) 

Taal Volcano had a phreatomagmatic eruption in July last year with a 1-kilometer plume, 

prompting the institute to raise an Alert Level 3. The volcano last erupted in January 

2020, prompting the evacuation of thousands.  

“Mukhang ganito ang nagiging pattern sa Taal Volcano na habang marami pang gas ang na-

ri-release, sa isang banda ay maganda ito dahil hindi magiging katulad ng January 2020 

eruption pero nandiyan pa rin at kung bumabara ay magkakaroon pa rin ng pagsabog,” Solidum 

said. 

(This seems to be the pattern in Taal Volcano that while more gas has been released, on one 

hand it is good because it will not be like the January 2020 eruption, but if it is still there and if 

it clogs then there will still be an eruption.) 

Weekend eruptions 

Taal Volcano, located in the Batangas province and is considered the second most active 

volcano in the country, has been under Alert Level 2 for months before its eruption this 

weekend.  

Phivolcs said the volcano also had a small eruption last week Friday at around 2 a.m. It 

recorded another phreatomagmatic eruption on Saturday between 7:22 a.m. to 8:59 a.m.  

There were as many as 66 discrete explosion events recorded on Saturday morning.  

The institute warned further eruptions were possible, with residents in nearby towns ordered to 

evacuate. The “high-risk barangays” identified were Bilibinwang and Banyaga, Agoncillo and 

Boso-boso, Gulod and those in the eastern part Bugaan East, Laurel.  

“Communities around the Taal Lake shores are advised to remain vigilant, take precautionary 

measures against possible airborne ash and vog and calmly prepare for possible evacuation 

should unrest intensify,” Phivolcs said in its Sunday bulletin. 

 

Source: https://www.philstar.com/headlines/2022/03/27/2170252/phivolcs-keep-taal-under-

alert-level-3-amid-smaller-explosions/amp/  

 

https://www.phivolcs.dost.gov.ph/index.php/volcano-hazard/volcano-bulletin2/taal-volcano/12344-taal-volcano-bulletin-update-1-july-2021-3-37-pm
https://www.philstar.com/headlines/2020/01/12/1984234/thousands-flee-their-homes-taal-volcano-rumbles
https://www.phivolcs.dost.gov.ph/index.php/volcano-hazard/volcano-bulletin2/taal-volcano/14331-taal-volcano-eruption-update-26-march-2022-07-45-pm
https://www.philstar.com/headlines/2022/03/27/2170252/phivolcs-keep-taal-under-alert-level-3-amid-smaller-explosions/amp/
https://www.philstar.com/headlines/2022/03/27/2170252/phivolcs-keep-taal-under-alert-level-3-amid-smaller-explosions/amp/
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Philippines records 330 new COVID-19 cases; 
death toll now over 59k 
ABS-CBN News 
Posted at Mar 27 2022 09:42 PM 

 
People spend time at a park in Marikina on March 16, 2022 as Metro Manila and other areas remain under COVID-

19 Alert Level 1 as the country’s fresh COVID-19 tally continues to drop. Jonathan Cellona, ABS-CBN News 

MANILA - The Philippines recorded 330 additional COVID-19 cases on Sunday, the second 
lowest daily tally so far this year, based on the government's tracker. 

Of the fresh infections, 84 are from Metro Manila. 

The country's total cases climbed to 3,676,991, of which 42,835 are active. ABS-CBN Data 
Analytics Team head Edson Guido said the number of active infections is the lowest since Jan. 
5. 

The Department of Health also logged 131 new deaths due to the disease, raising the total to 

59,015. 

 

Source: https://www.pna.gov.ph/articles/1157132  

 

https://www.pna.gov.ph/articles/1157132


March 28, 2022 

Date 

 2 of 2 

Page 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

STRATEGIC  

COMMUNICATION &   

INITIATIVES  

SERVICE 

Headline 

Editorial 

Column 

Opinion 

Feature Article 

The Philippines confirmed its first COVID-19 case in January 2020 in a Chinese woman who arrived from 

Wuhan City, China where the disease is believed to have first emerged. 

Some 65 million or 72.81 percent of the target 90 million people in the country have been fully vaccinated 

against the respiratory disease. Of those who received their primary series, 11.7 million have received their 

booster shots. 

The government aims to ramp up vaccination in other provinces so these could achieve Alert Level 1, officials 

earlier said. 

Only then will the country further deescalate its alert level, according to Health Undersecretary Maria Rosario 
Vergeire. 

The Philippines will likely keep Alert Level 1 as the lowest step in COVID-19 restrictions until President 
Rodrigo Duterte's term ends, said Health Secretary Francisco Duque. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Source: https://news.abs-cbn.com/news/03/27/22/ph-records-330-new-covid-cases-death-toll-

now-over-59k  
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METRO 

1.2M pediatric vax from Pfizer arrive 
Published 2 hours ago on March 28, 2022 04:50 AM 
By Gab Humilde Villegas 

 

The Philippines received 1.2 million doses of Pfizer vaccine over the weekend for pediatric 

inoculation, according to the National Task Force against coronavirus disease 2019 (Covid-

19). 

Since the country’s initial vaccine rollout in February 2021, the country has received more than 

242 million doses of vaccines procured by the government. 

Despite the growing number of children who have been vaccinated, Health Undersecretary 

Myrna Cabotaje stated in an interview that the government will continue its push to encourage 

more parents and guardians to have their children vaccinated. 

“The first thing we do is we orient our health care workers then we continue to provide 

information to mothers and others who can influence them,” she said. 

“We’ve observed that the children themselves encourage their playmates and we can see from 

the mothers of those vaccinated that the campaign is turning out well,” she added. 

More than 738,000 minors aged 5 to 11 years old have been received two Covid-19 vaccine 

doses, according to the latest Malacañang data, with 8.89 million children aged 12 to 17 years 

old also fully vaccinated. 

In total, 65.5 million people have been properly immunized in the country. 

Meanwhile, the Philippine National Police (PNP) announced that nearly all of its staff had been 

completely vaccinated against the Covid-19. 

According to the most recent figures as of Sunday, 224,460 out of 224,668 PNP members, or 

99.02 percent of the force, have been properly vaccinated. 

Only 1,641 (0.73 percent) of the total are partially vaccinated, while 567 (0.25 percent) are 

unvaccinated. 158,255 cops (71.14 percent) have received booster shots among the 

completely vaccinated. 

On Sunday, the PNP reported no new cases, bringing the total number of current infections to 

six. 

Since the beginning of the pandemic two years ago, the PNP Health Office has reported 48,858 

cases, 48,724 recoveries and 128 deaths. 

The most recent fatality was on 11 February. 

Source: https://tribune.net.ph/index.php/2022/03/28/1-2m-pediatric-vax-from-pfizer-arrive/  
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Please click this link: 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=hlxoOcjMY84   
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Please click this link: 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=fGIXnvUHRTw 
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