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DENR seeks media help to monitor mining 

By Che Palicte March 25, 2022, 6:34 pm 

 

 

 

RESPONSIBLE MINING. Department of Environment and Natural Resources (DENR) Secretary 

Jim Sampulna calls on the media Friday (March 25, 2022) to help monitor large-scale mining 

operations in the country, to make sure that they follow the policies set by the government. 

Sampulna says irresponsible miners have no place in the country. (PNA photo by Che Palicte) 

DAVAO CITY – Department of Environment and Natural Resources (DENR) Acting Secretary Jim 

Sampulna said Friday that they need help from the media to monitor mining in the country. 

 

In an interview here Friday, Sampulna underscored the importance of closely watching mining 

activities in the country as not to put the environment in danger. 

 

"We only need responsible miners, we say no to irresponsible ones. They will be properly monitored 

by the DENR and the media," he said. 

 

Sampulna underscored the media’s vital role in protecting the environment. 

 

Recently, the DENR in Davao Region served a cease and desist order to the Riverbend Consolidated 

Mining Corporation/Arc Nickel Resources, Inc. (ANRI) located in Banaybanay, Davao Oriental, for 

the siltation incident in the area on January 14. 

 

The siltation took place at the Mapagba and Pinatatagan Rivers in Banaybanay town after more than 

12 hours of heavy downpour. 

 

According to DENR-11, the potential source of siltation and discoloration in the two rivers were 

traced to the active mining activity of the company, based on the multi-agency investigation and 

assessment conducted on January 15. (PNA) 

Source: https://www.pna.gov.ph/articles/1170658 
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DENR Supports Envi Protection in Samar 

 Friday, March 25, 2022 Journal Online 

 

 

Department of Environment and Natural Resources (DENR) Acting Secretary Jim O. Sampulna 

(right) expresses support for the environmental plans of Samar 2nd District representative Sharee 

Ann Tan during their meeting at the DENR Central Office in Quezon City last March 17, 2022. Tan 

sought support in overcoming biodiversity conservation challenges in mining, coming up with an 

e-library of its protected areas, and strengthening the engagement and accountability of the local 

government units in the province of Samar. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Source: https://journal.com.ph/denr-supports-envi-protection-in-samar/ 
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DENR urges public to practice 'environment stewardship' 

on Earth Day 

Published March 25, 2022, 10:24 AM 
by Faith Argosino 
 
 

The Department of Environment and Natural Resources (DENR) urged the public to practice 

“environmental stewardship” by going beyond the traditional hour-long switching of light as the 

world observes Earth Day on Saturday, March 26. 

 

 

(Courtesy of EcoWaste Coalition) 

 

DENR Acting Secretary Jim O. Sampulna encouraged the public to join the Earth Hour event m by 

switching off their computers, television sets, air conditioning units, and non-essential lights from 

8:30 p.m. to 9:30 p.m. 

“Apart from safeguarding ourselves from the COVID-19 virus under the new normal, let us also 

create a norm that puts our planet and, ultimately, our people first. Sustainability should already be 

a lifestyle and a common goal for each Filipino,” Sampulna said. 

Prior to this, Sampulna revealed that the national government has pledged to the United Nations 

Framework Convention on Climate Change a projected greenhouse gas emissions reduction by 75 

percent (2.71 percent unconditional, 72.29 percent conditional) from 2020 to 2030. 

He added that the government would only obtain this goal with the public’s help. 
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DENR urges public to practice 'environment stewardship' 

on Earth Day 

 

To alleviate the effects of climate change, Sampulna vowed to intensify enforcement of the 

Ecological Solid Waste Management Act of 2000, Philippine Clean Air Act of 1999, and Philippine 

Clean Water Act of 2004. 

Moreover, Sampulna said that the agency is also committed to strengthen its National Greening 

Program while protecting 8.7 million hectares of forests and conserving the biodiversity of 

terrestrial and marine ecosystems. 

“Climate change is no longer a foreign term for all of us. With all the typhoons and disasters we 

have experienced in the past, I hope that Filipinos are already conscious and responsible towards 

taking care of the environment,” Sampulna said. 

“Apart from these, individuals can contribute to saving the planet by eating more sustainably, not 

wasting food, reducing plastic usage, being energy-efficient, being a conscious consumer, being 

supportive of the government’s environmental programs, and being environmental ambassadors in 

their sphere of influence,” he added. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Source: https://mb.com.ph/2022/03/25/denr-urges-public-to-practice-environment-stewardship-

on-earth-day/ 
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DENR, HINIMOK ANG PUBLIKO NA ISAGAWA ANG EARTH 

DAY BUKAS 

by DWIZ 882 March 25, 2022  

 

 

 

Hinimok ng Department of Environment and Natural Resources (DENR) ang publiko na isagawa 

ang “environmental stewardship” sa pamamagitan ng lampas na pagpatay ng mga ilaw sa 

tradisyunal na oras bilang pag-obserba sa Earth Day bukas, Marso 26. 

Ayon kay DENR Acting Secretary Jim Sampulna, kabilang dito ang pagsara ng computer, television, 

air conditioning units at non-essential lights mula 8:30 p.m hanggang 9:30p.m. 

Samantala, sinabi ng kalihim na nangako ang gobyerno sa United Nations Framework Convention 

on climate change na tinatayang 75% ang inaasahang mababawas sa greenhouse gas emissions mula 

taong 2020 hanggang 2030. – sa Airiam Sancho 

 

 

 

 

Source: https://www.dwiz882am.com/index.php/denr-hinimok-ang-publiko-na-isagawa-ang- 

earth-day-bukas/ 
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DENR-6 calls for public participation in Earth Hour 

By Perla Lena March 25, 2022, 7:09 pm 

 

 

 

 

LIGHTS OUT. The Department of Environment and Natural Resources (DENR) in Western Visayas 

is urging the public to switch off lights for one hour to show their solidarity with the Earth Hour 

celebration on Saturday (March 26, 2022). The global environmental campaign aims to raise 

awareness on climate change and energy saving. (Photo lifted from Earth Hour Home FB)  

ILOILO CITY – Residents of Western Visayas are encouraged to switch off non-essential lights for 

one hour to show their solidarity to the Earth Hour celebration on Saturday starting at 8:30 p.m. 

“By joining the Earth Hour, your simple act of switching off lights and other appliances is an 

essential part of a collective effort to save Mother Earth,” said Regional Director Livino Duran of the 

Department of Environment and Natural Resources (DENR) in Western Visayas in a statement 

released Friday through the Regional Strategic Communication Initiatives Group (RSCIG). 

He said that everyone has experienced hardships for the past two years due to the health pandemic 

and series of environmental crises. 

“For us to start a positive change, we need to switch off our inaction and speak up for nature,” he 

added. 

The environmental campaign that started in Sydney, Australia in 2007 was aimed at raising 

awareness about climate change and energy saving. 

This year, the theme will be “Shape of Future”, which according to Duran is a critical year for 

everyone and the planet as they move forward in pursuit of change and progress. 

“It is up to us to #ShapeOurFuture by bringing attention to the critical issues our planet is facing 

today,” he said. (PNA) 

 

Source: https://www.pna.gov.ph/articles/1170679 
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EMB cites Dumaguete's 'trash-to-treasure' MRF project 

By Mary Judaline Partlow March 25, 2022, 3:02 pm 

 

 

 

TRASH TO TREASURE. Workers are seen in this undated photo segregating garbage at the Central Materials 

Recovery Facility of the Dumaguete City government. Environmental Management Bureau-Central Visayas (EMB-7) 

regional director William Cuñado and Mayor Felipe Antonio Remollo led Thursday (March 24, 2022) the formal 

inauguration of the facility in Barangay Candauay in the Negros Oriental capital. (Photo courtesy of Lupad Dumaguete 

Facebook page/City PIO) 

 

DUMAGUETE CITY – The city government’s Central Materials Recovery Facility (MRF) that 

converts trash into useful by-products has earned the approval of a key Department of Environment 

and Natural Resources (DENR) official who wanted the facility to be part of the National Ecological 

Center. 

“I would like to ask our DENR Secretary Jim Sampulna to give a commendation to Mayor (Felipe 

Antonio) Remollo and the City Council for a job well done. And not only that, but I would also like 

to recommend this place as part of the National Ecological Center to train the waste sorters how to 

improve their skills,” William Cuñado, director of the Environmental Management Bureau-DENR 

(EMB-DENR), said during Thursday’s inauguration of the facility here. 

Cuñado and Remollo led other DENR and city officials during the formal inauguration of the facility 

situated in Barangay Candau-ay, a media release from the City Hall said midnight Thursday. 

The DENR official lauded the mayor and the Sangguniang Panglungsod for putting up the “first 

MRF in the Philippines” that generates a PHP500,000 monthly income and provides a livelihood for 

waste-pickers through “proper and sustainable solid waste management.” 

The city's MRF is part of the eight-hectare Eco-Park Solid Waste Processing Facility, which is also a 

recipient of the plastic-to-chair recycling equipment, glass pulverizer, bio-shredder, and bio-

composters from the DENR. 

Meanwhile, Paquito D. Melicor Jr. Regional Executive Director of DENR Central Visayas (Region 7), 

said he was inspired by how the city, under Remollo’s helm, managed to close the open dumpsite 

last March 30, 2021, and was able to establish the MRF in so short a time. 
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EMB cites Dumaguete's 'trash-to-treasure' MRF project 

 

The DENR had repeatedly sent closure notices to the city government to shut down the open 

dumpsite, which was operating for about 30 years, in Barangay Candauay despite it already being 

outlawed in the country, and establish the mandated sanitary landfill instead. 

While the city could not yet find a suitable place for the sanitary landfill, Remollo instead 

established the MRF to immediately attend to the city’s garbage collection woes. 

The facility not only segregates garbage but also treats them to prevent the emergence of infectious 

diseases. 

The DENR officials from the Central and Regional Offices were toured around the facility to see the 

machines already operating inside the City MRF. 

The MRF has the following: a pyrolysis gasification equipment that turns solid wastes into 

construction materials like hollow blocks and bricks and pavers to be used in infrastructure projects; 

plastic shredder and densifiers; bio-shredders and composters to convert solid wastes into organic 

fertilizer, soil conditioner, and mulch to improve plant growth; glass pulverizer/shredder, and 

plastic recycling equipment that can convert plastic wastes into chairs. (PNA) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Source: https://www.pna.gov.ph/articles/1170630 
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Bacolod City Council ratifies garbage hauling contract 

 

 

BACOLOD. The Bacolod City Council ratifies the contract of services with IPM-Construction and Development Corp. 

for the P131.9 million collection, hauling, and disposal of garbage in the city on Wednesday, March 23. (File photo) 

 
MERLINDA A. PEDROSA 
March 26, 2022 
 

THE contract of services entered between the City Government of Bacolod and the IPM-

Construction and Development Corp. (IPM-CDC) for the P131.9 million collection, hauling, and 

disposal of garbage was ratified by the Sangguniang Panlungsod Wednesday, March 23. 

 

The contract of services for the P63.9 million operation and management of sanitary landfill in 

Barangay Felisa between Bacolod City and the IPM-CDC was also ratified. 

 

Vice Mayor El Cid Familiaran, who served as a presiding officer, said that the IPM-CDC’s contracts 

are for the periods of May to December this year. 

 

The IPM-CDC was the lone bidder for the collection, hauling, and disposal of garbage and for the 

operation and management of sanitary landfill. 

 

The city’s garbage hauling was collecting 600 tons of garbage daily in the city. 

 

Meanwhile, the city government is also preparing for the construction of the third cell of the city’s 

sanitary landfill at Barangay Felisa for the city's waste disposal. 
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Bacolod City Council ratifies garbage hauling contract 

 

The Environmental Management Bureau (EMB) of the Department of the Environment and 

Natural Resources (DENR) has earlier said the landfill can no longer accommodate the city's 

garbage within eight to 10 months. 

 

"It is going to help us a lot in anticipating the possible problems in the city (but) rest assured that 

we are on time," Mayor Evelio Leonardia earlier said. 

 

Cell Nos. 1 and 2 were also constructed by IPM-CDC. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Source: https://www.sunstar.com.ph/article/1924722/bacolod/local-news/bacolod-city-council-

ratifies-garbage-hauling-contract 
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For the first time, microplastics have been found in human 

blood 

Published March 25, 2022 6:09pm 

 

 

 

A Department of Environment and Natural Resources (DENR) worker on Sunday, December 26, 

2021, places a trash boom made of used plastic bottles to prevent solid waste from houses along 

the shoreline of the Baseco Compound from entering Manila Bay. DANNY PATA 

May this study push everybody to manage plastic pollution better, because for the first time, 

microplastic pollution has been found in human blood. 

According to a study published in journal Environment International, polymers from plastics were 

detected and quantified in human blood for the very first time. 

There were 22 anonymous healthy volunteers who participated in the study, which aimed to 

identify and quantify five high production volume polymers in plastic materials: PMMA, PP,  PE; 

PS, which is used for food packaging, and PET, which is commonly used in drink bottles. 

Of the 22 participants, 17 were found to have plastic particles in their blood. 

PET plastic was found in half of the participants, followed by PS plastic, which was found in a 

third of the participants. PE plastics were found in 23%, while PMMA was found in 5% of the 

participants. 

Speaking to The Guardian, ecotoxicologist professor Dick Vethaak said "it is certainly reasonable 

to be concerned." 

According to the study funded by the Dutch National social enterprise for Health Research and 

Development and Common Seas, what becomes of the plastic particles in the bloodstream needs 

further study. 
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For the first time, microplastics have been found in human 

blood 

 

But because plastic particles are found in blood, there is reason to believe these particles are 

transported throughout the body, Vethaak told The Guardian. 

“The big question is what is happening in our body?” Vethaak said. “Are the particles retained in 

the body? Are they transported to certain organs, such as getting past the blood-brain barrier?” 

And are these levels sufficiently high to trigger disease? We urgently need to fund further research 

so we can find out.”  

It is certainly worrisome but not all unexpected. Plastic pollution has been in the forefront of 

headlines regarding climate change and global warming. 

In 2018, Department of Health already sounded the alarm about microplastic already found in sea 

salt samples?  

In the same year, a UN report found that the Philippines is among the Top 5 countries producing 

half of the world's plastic waste. 

With microplastic already found in blood, here's hoping the plastic pollution problem will be 

taken more seriously by everybody. — LA, GMA News 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Source: https://www.facebook.com/116724526976/posts/10160849714931977/ 
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SCotabato govenor upholds mining ban 

By Jerry Adlaw 
March 26, 2022 

 

THE Panaghugpong Mindanao environmentalist group commended South Cotabato Gov. 

Reynaldo Tamayo Jr. for favoring the approval and endorsement of a resolution for the retention 

of the 12-year-old ban on open-pit mining in the province. 

Panaghugpong Mindanao chair Neptalie "Jake" Oquendo said that Tamayo's gesture is a sign of a 

responsible and accountable leader of the province. 

The Provincial Development Council (PDC) has approved the resolutions passed by the body's 

Social Development Committee, the Institutional Development Committee, and the Disaster Risk 

Reduction/Climate Change Adaptation Committee, upholding the controversial ban on open-pit 

mining in South Cotabato. 

Tamayo leads the PDC composed of mayors, members of the House of Representatives and 

nongovernment organizations in the province. 

He endorsed PDC Resolution 2022-01 or the "Resolution Supporting to Uphold the Environment 

Code in Banning the Open Pit Mining in the Province of South Cotabato." 

 

Tamayo also endorsed to the Sangguniang Panlalawigan the adoption and approval of PDC-

ENRM-DRR/CCA Committee Resolution 2022-01, PDC Social Development Committee Resolution 

2022-01 and PDC Institutional Development Committee Resolution 2022-01, all of which resolved 

to uphold the ban on open-pit mining. 

Oquendo stressed that the ban on open-pit mining is for the protection and for the general 

welfare of the people not only in South Cotabato but also to the provinces nearby. 

Oquendo said records showed that at least 93,453 signatures were opposing the lifting of the 

open-pit mining method. 

Meanwhile, the Tampakan gold and copper mining project operated by SMI Inc. had 

recommended that the most viable way to extract the minerals is through open-pit mining. 

SMI's Tampakan project is considered as the largest undeveloped copper-gold minefield in 

Southeast Asia, and among the biggest of its kind in the world that yields a potential average of 

375,000 tons of copper and 360,000 ounces of gold in concentrate per annum in the expected 17-

year mine life, according to the management of the SMI Inc., as it is committed to applying 

"responsible and accountable" methods in the mining project in the area. 

 

 

 

 

Source: https://www.manilatimes.net/2022/03/26/news/regions/scotabato-govenor-upholds-

mining-ban/1837620 
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OceanaGold to reduce emissions by 2030 

 

 By Leander C. Domingo 
March 26, 2022 

 

 

 

OceanaGold’s Didipio Gold and Copper Project in the upland barangay (village) of Kasibu in Nueva Vizcaya. 

CONTRIBUTED PHOTO 

 

AUSTRALIAN mining firm OceanaGold is aiming to reduce its carbon footprint by 2030, 

according to a company report released on Wednesday. 

Already in 2020, OceanaGold said they are committed to achieving net-zero greenhouse emissions 

by 2050, and during 2021, operational and corporate sustainability teams of the company worked 

together to identify specific actions to reduce emissions across the company, taking into account 

the projects already underway and emerging technologies and actions by governments to increase 

renewables in their power grids. 

According to OceanaGold, the company's board approved last month an interim target to reduce 

carbon emissions per ounce of gold produced by 30 percent by 2030 (based on 2019 performance 

levels). 

"This interim climate change target is based on a clear action plan to help reach OceanaGold's 

goal to net-zero operational greenhouse emissions by 2050," OceanaGold said in its report. 

The report said the company is working on decarbonization, which is seen as a major disrupter in 

the mining and metals industry. 
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OceanaGold to reduce emissions by 2030 

  

 

OceanaGold cited the World Gold Council (WGC), which recognized the need for strong action 

within the industry, identifying four key focus areas to manage GHG emissions: decarbonization 

of mobile equipment fleet; decarbonization of electricity supply; energy efficiency in the static 

plant; and carbon capture, sequestration and offsets. 

In the company's non-linear approach to net zero, Greg Scanlan, OceanaGold general manager for 

Health, Safety and Environment, said the 2030 target was determined following industry 

benchmarking; the establishment of an emissions intensity baseline; and identification of 

reduction opportunities at an operational level. 

"There is a long way to go to net zero and our journey won't be linear. Our interim 2030 climate 

change targets will help drive focus and innovation across the company, meet our stakeholders' 

expectations and set a challenging but achievable pathway in line with industry targets," he added. 

Scanlan said OceanaGold in 2019 (its baseline year) generated 0.52 tons of carbon dioxide 

equivalent (CO2e) per ounce of gold produced, lower than the industry average of 0.8 tons of 

CO2e per ounce of gold produced as reported by the WGC. 

He also noted that OceanaGold as a responsible miner continuously improves and innovates the 

way it explores, extracts and processes minerals, drawing on the latest advanced technology and 

systems to improve performance. 

"We are on an exciting journey of innovation and transformation in an industry which is vital to 

us all as we transition to a low-carbon world. Since 2018, OceanaGold has been implementing a 

company-wide program of automation, digital and process transformation, which is helping our 

company define the journey to operate the mines of the future," Scanlan said. 

OceanaGold operates the Didipio Gold and Copper Project in Kasibu town in Nueva Vizcaya 

under another 25-year financial or technical assistance agreement or FTAA. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Source: https://www.manilatimes.net/2022/03/26/business/green-industries/oceanagold-to-

reduce-emissions-by-2030/1837599 
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DOE Earth Hour 

 
Published 6 hours ago  
on March 26, 2022 12:01 AM 
By TDT  @tribunephl 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Source: https://tribune.net.ph/index.php/2022/03/26/doe-earth-hour/ 
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Why even 1 hour matters: Earth Hour 
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Why even 1 hour matters: Earth Hour 

 

 

 

 

LUIS A. QUIBRANZA III 

March 25, 2022 

- A A + 

We cannot bet our lives and the lives of the generations that will follow us on wild theories or 

science fiction—we are not going to be living on Mars or the Moon anytime soon, and perhaps, 

ever! 
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Why even 1 hour matters: Earth Hour 

 

 

The Earth is humanity’s one and only home. All 7.7 billion people on this planet should, first and 

foremost, realize this fact and hold it close to their hearts. 

 

Natural disasters and calamities, even health concerns like the recent pandemic, are all effects of 

how we collectively treat the environment. According to data presented at 

worldpopulationreview.com, the top five countries who are responsible for the most carbon 

emissions are China, the United States, India, Russia and Japan. These five countries alone make 

up 58.34 percent of the world’s total carbon emission! 

 

In the Philippines, Earth Hour will be from 8:30 to 9:30 p.m. 

 

Observing Earth Hour is more than a press event—it is a revolution. A revolution that calls for 

change in the way we do things that impact the environment negatively. 

 

Earth Hour is a collective effort. Here are some things you can do to contribute to the revolution: 

 

Connect with nature 

 

When we shut down our lights, we see the stars better at night. Try to hang out with friends or 

family and go stargazing whether it’s at the beach or in your home garden. Enjoy the fresh air, too! 

 

Connect with loved ones 

 

Turning off the lights and lessening the use of electronic gadgets feels like your modern-day 

sacrifice. Turn the “hurt” into something productive and fun! Play board games with the group. 

Cook and have friends over for dinner in the dark. 

 

Connect with the community 

 

Find out what other establishments are doing. Are they hosting clean-up drives or fun runs in 

observance of Earth Hour? Even if these events have passed, make sure you connect with the 

people who are in-charge and find ways on how to contribute to a more sustainable environment 

not only for an hour a year, but all 365 days. 

 

 

 

Source: https://www.sunstar.com.ph/article/1924686/cebu/lifestyle/why-even-1-hour-matters-

earth-hour 
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1st ever Earth Hour virtual run launched 

By Rhodina Villanueva(The Philippine Star)  
- March 25, 2022 - 12:00am 

 

  

The event is led by the World Wide Fund for Nature (WWF)-Philippines in coordination with Pinoy Fitness, a web-
based running and fitness community of athletes and fitness enthusiasts in the country. 

STAR/File 
 
 

MANILA, Philippines — A group of environmentalists has launched the first ever “Earth Hour 

Virtual Run” to encourage the Filipino running community to promote environmental 

conservation. 

The event is led by the World Wide Fund for Nature (WWF)-Philippines in coordination with 

Pinoy Fitness, a web-based running and fitness community of athletes and fitness enthusiasts in 

the country. 

Dubbed “Earth Hour Virtual Run: Shape Our Future,” the event is in line with the celebration of 

Earth Hour 2022 tomorrow. 

Pinoy Fitness CEO Jeff Lo said the running community could utilize their platform to support 

environmental protection and conservation. 

“For us in the running and fitness community, we believe that advocating for personal health 

should go hand-in-hand with advocating for the health of the environment,” Lo said. 

“Some of the ways that members of the fitness community have been taking to promote 

environmental conservation are through calling people’s attention to the importance of not just 

their personal well-being but of the environment,” he added. “Pledging and participating in cause-

centric events like distance and virtual runs aimed at raising funds for action groups on 

sustainability are also among the things that the running community takes.” 
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1st ever Earth Hour virtual run launched 

 

The virtual race, which will support the organization’s environmental conservation efforts across 

the country, will begin tomorrow until April 22. 

Runners who will complete the 10 kilometer, 20 km, 40 km, or 60 km cumulative distance over the 

course of the run will receive a special Earth Hour finishers’ kit and have the chance to bag 

goodies from Adidas, Rustan’s, Rudy Project, Natura Yoga; virtual workout session from fitness 

trainer Carla Piscosso, Urbanashramyoga, Pinoy Fitness and WWF-Philippines. 

Various social media influencers including WWF-Philippines ambassadors Rovilson Fernandez 

and Karen Ibasco, and celebrities Troy Montero and Carla Piscosso have confirmed to join the run. 

Registration is until April 9 through the Pinoy Fitness Atleta app. 

For more information, e-mail WWF-Philippines at donations@wwf.org.ph. 

Starting out as a symbolic “lights out event” in Sydney in 2007, WWF said Earth Hour has grown 

as the world’s largest grassroots movement for the environment spanning over 192 countries and 

territories across the globe. 

It brought out more than 9.6 billion impressions, with related hashtags trending in 42 countries 

last year. 

Theme #ShapeOurFuture this 2022, the WWF network aims to remind the public that everyone 

has a role in shaping a new future for people and the planet - from taking individual steps toward 

living sustainably to urging companies and governments to help build a nature-positive and 

carbon-neutral future. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Source: https://www.philstar.com/headlines/2022/03/25/2169698/1st-ever-earth-hour-virtual-run-

launched/amp/ 
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Earth Hour: What are bets’ environment platforms? 

By Rhodina Villanueva(The Philippine Star)  
- March 26, 2022 - 12:00am 

 

  

WWF said the “lights off” activity can be used as a platform for inspiring collective action for the environment by 

raising awareness on key issues that everyone, especially the country’s leaders, should address effectively. 

 

MANILA, Philippines — Conservation group World Wide Fund for Nature (WWF) said the 

observance of Earth Hour tonight will highlight the need for Filipinos to be decisive in the coming 

May elections. 

WWF said the “lights off” activity can be used as a platform for inspiring collective action for the 

environment by raising awareness on key issues that everyone, especially the country’s leaders, 

should address effectively. 

The group noted, “The Earth Hour activity this year comes at a time when over 67 million Filipino 

voters are about to choose a new set of leaders who will set the tone and define how the country 

will respond to the dual challenge of climate change and biodiversity loss in the next six years.” 

“It is for the Filipino voters, for the sake of our children, to let our leaders know that nature is 

important to you so that it will be important to them. Speak out about issues of the environment 

and ask, ‘what is your plan to secure the food we eat, the water we drink, the air we breathe? How 

will you protect the ecosystems that give us a chance of bouncing back from climate disasters and 

to prevent future pandemics?’” Katherine Custodio, WWF-Philippines executive director, said. 

Earth Hour, one of the largest global grassroots movements for the environment, will virtually 

bring together millions of people, businesses and leaders from around the world to speak up for 

nature. 

WWF-Philippines is inviting Filipinos to turn off their lights during the annual celebration of 

Earth Hour at 8:30 p.m. local time, as a symbol of a broader commitment toward the planet. This  
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Earth Hour: What are bets’ environment platforms? 

 

global celebration started as a symbolic event in Sydney, Australia in 2007 and has grown into one 

of the world’s largest environmental movements spanning 7,000 cities and 193 countries and 

territories. 

Custodio added, “As humanity’s unsustainable demands on the natural world are leading to 

climate breakdown, habitat loss and decline of wildlife, Earth Hour is celebrated every year on the 

last Saturday of March as an opportunity to invite individuals and institutions to take substantial 

action for the planet. The core message of this movement lies in going ‘Beyond the Hour’ – what 

actions people can do after the lights go back on.” 

“Through Earth Hour, we want to engage over a billion people worldwide, and engage decision 

makers whether in business, institutions and governments, to move the agenda of nature up the 

priority list in the global sphere and in the national agenda. We want people to lend their voices 

as we’re shaping our future and, hopefully, we’ll be changing the ending for the positive – for both 

people and the planet,” Angela Ibay, climate and energy program head of WWF-Philippines, said. 

This year’s Earth Hour also takes place at a particularly crucial time as it calls for increased 

ambition and urgent action to halt and reverse nature loss by 2030. It also takes place before the 

UN Convention on Biological Diversity (CBD) COP15, initially scheduled for April 25 to May 8, 

where leaders from around the world will gather to decide on a new global action plan for nature 

for the coming decade. 

WWF aims to build a groundswell of actions and noise en masse, including on the news, to put 

pressure on world leaders in the build-up to CBD COP15. 

At the same time, Earth Hour 2022 also puts forward a broader call to action for individuals to 

step toward living sustainably and for companies and governments to help build an equitable, 

nature-positive and net-zero carbon future. 

For a decade since its inception back in 2007, Earth Hour focused on building awareness of 

climate change. From 2018, the focus of the movement pivoted to include both climate and nature 

as their interconnectivity became more evident, with human activity causing direct negative 

impacts on nature and the environment, which then contributes to biodiversity loss and climate 

change. 

Ibay added, “While COVID-19 has prevented people from interacting in person, this has been an 

opportunity to connect to millions of people in digital spaces and engage with decision-making 

institutions to secure a new deal for nature with the aim of halting the loss of biodiversity by the 

end of the decade.” 

WWF said the Philippines has earned the distinction of being an “Earth Hour Hero Country” by 

consistently registering the most number of participating towns and cities since it first joined the 

event in 2009.  

 

Source: https://www.philstar.com/headlines/2022/03/26/2169954/earth-hour-what-are-bets-

environment-platforms/amp/ 
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Water and sanitation, a better future for girls and our 

planet 

 

DAKAR, Senegal: At the World Water Forum this week (March 21 to 26, 2022), the international 

community will raise awareness of the 2 billion people worldwide who lack access to clean water 

and sanitation. Among them are millions of women and girls, who walk hundreds of miles each 

year to find water for their families and are blocked from education and economic empowerment 

also due to poor sanitation services. 

For years, we've talked about the costs to women and girls if we don't solve water, sanitation and 

hygiene issues. But what of the costs to our communities if we fail to act? 

Today the world is facing a triple crisis of the Covid-19 pandemic, climate emergency and 

struggling economies — all of which have reversed hard-won gains on women's rights. 

Twelve years of quality education for women can meet the consequences of this triple crisis head 

on. Women's empowerment, gender equality and sustainability strategies go hand in hand. And it 

all starts with that most basic of human needs — water. 

Poverty, gender bias and humanitarian crises are some of the more obvious barriers to ensuring 

that girls stay in school. However, one of the biggest obstacles is lack of access to water, sanitation 

and hygiene. 

     

Every day, millions of children go to school in unsafe learning environments, with no drinking 

water, no proper toilets, and no soap for washing their hands. Nearly 584 million children 

worldwide lack basic drinking water services at their schools, while 698 million children lack basic 

sanitation services, and nearly 818 million children lack basic hygiene. 

Sanitation facilities that are shared with other households and open defecation practices place 

women and girls at risk for sexual assault and impede their ability to manage menstruation with 

privacy and dignity. 

Stigma and social exclusion around periods lead many girls to drop out of school. Without proper 

sanitation, one in three adolescent girls misses school each month due to lack of privacy and 

access to water to wash their hands after changing sanitary towels. 

Simply ensuring that schools have safe water, toilets and soap for handwashing, increases the 

likelihood that girls will attend while on their periods. 

 

Better and resilient access to clean water translates into immediate economic improvements. 

Reducing the time women and girls take to collect water and giving them more time for school 

and careers. Over the next two weeks alone, women will miss out on 2.5 million working days 

while fetching water. 

A World Bank study estimates that limited educational opportunities for girls cost countries 

between $15 trillion and $30 trillion in lost lifetime productivity and earnings. That is the sort of 

avoidable economic car crash that any decent policymaker should be rushing to solve. 
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Water and sanitation, a better future for girls and our 

planet 

 

But the benefits extend far beyond economic gain alone. Take for example, the rising climate crisis 

which is driving mass displacement, intensifying food insecurity and fueling violent competition 

over dwindling natural resources in many regions of the world. 

Extreme weather patterns have immense impact on women and girls — increasing maternal 

mortality as pregnant women on the run from climate disasters lack access to vital health services 

and heightening the risk of human trafficking as women and girls flee to find shelter. 

Our humanitarian sectors are desperate for more bright women leaders at the table, with 

solutions to the problems they face each and every day. And the research is proving that they are 

more than equal to the task. 

A study in India discovered that the number of drinking water projects in areas with women-led 

councils was 62 percent higher than in those with men-led councils. More than powerless victims, 

women are already spearheading transformative change. It is our duty as the international 

community to remove the barriers in their way. 

Young female activists can also become powerful agents of change in their communities if they are 

given the chance to become educated and activated on environmental issues at school. Consider 

the power and influence of Greta Thunberg who has revolutionized the way we think about 

climate challenges. 

Indeed, research suggests that girls' education can strengthen climate strategies in three ways: by 

empowering girls and advancing their reproductive health and rights, fostering girls' climate 

leadership and pro-environmental decision-making, and developing girls' green skills for green 

jobs. 

If we are truly going to tackle the triple threat of health, economy and climate change, the 

international community must prioritize the needs of women and girls. We must ensure access to 

proper water, sanitation and hygiene services so that they are able to stay in school and focus on 

their futures. 

It is economic common sense. It is a moral obligation. And more than that, it is a legal obligation 

too. Governments around the world have undertaken a pledge to uphold international human 

rights, for all people everywhere. It is time we kept our promises. 

Looking at this year's roll call for the Sector Ministers' Meeting, organized by the Sanitation and 

Water for All partnership in Jakarta, there is reason for optimism. 

For the first time it will bring together ministers of water, sanitation and hygiene with their 

counterparts responsible for climate, environment, health and economy. Without a genuinely 

integrated policy approach, we can't hope to realize the overlapping benefits of something as 

important as girls' education. 

If we want to contain climate change, if we want economic progress, if we want to hold back the 

next pandemic, then we need to secure quality education, water, and sanitation for all women and 

girls, everywhere. 

Source: https://www.manilatimes.net/2022/03/26/opinion/columns/water-and-sanitation-a-

better-future-for-girls-and-our-planet/1837630 
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Getting our urban environment to net-zero 

 

Our urban infrastructure is responsible for almost 40 per cent of global carbon emissions. Climate 

solutions need to include the biggest energy guzzlers, clean energy and retrofitting old buildings. 

By Eco-Business 
1 minute readMarch 25, 2022 
 
 

Decarbonising cities is no easy feat, with its high electricity consumption, demand for cooling and 

embedded emissions from the construction of buildings. 

The task is particularly challenging for small and dense Singapore, which has no natural hinterland 

to absorb the city’s emissions. 

 

So solutions will need to cover all aspects of the built environment – from data centres, which 

consume a large amount of power, to waterworks and even old buildings, which form the bulk of 

Singapore’s infrastructure. 

Plan it well, and some of these climate mitigation features could also help to protect the city’s 

inhabitants from the effects of global warming, such as sea-level rise and the fluctuations in rainfall 

and temperatures that threaten to submerge cities or make them too hot to live in. 

Initiatives by Keppel, a Singapore-headquartered multinational company providing solutions for 

sustainable urbanisation, strive to show the journey to net-zero for urban environments. 

The video, “Journey to Net Zero”, is produced with Keppel ahead of Earth Hour 2022, a worldwide 

movement to commemorate climate action. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Source: https://www.eco-business.com/videos/getting-our-urban-environment-to-net-zero/ 
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Climate justice requires women's leadership 

 

Women are disproportionately affected by the climate crisis, but they are also important agents of 

change. Top decision-makers today are still predominantly male. 

 

 

Txai Suruí, a Brazilian indigenous activist at the opening of COP26 climate talks. Image: Flickr, CC BY-NC-SA 

2.0 

 

By Laura Chinchilla and María Espinosa 
4 minute readMarch 25, 2022 
 
 

The world is well aware that the climate crisis is one of the main stumbling blocks to sustainable 

development. And yet, despite the dramatic evidence of the lethal consequences of climate change, 

and despite possessing the knowledge, technologies, and resources to fix it, we continue on the 

same high-carbon path that threatens our survival. 

We also know that climate stabilisation depends on a whole-of-society response, and thus on all 

citizens’ equal and fair participation in governance. That has not happened, either: Women have 

been underrepresented in climate decision-making. And while this trend has slowly been reversed, 

much more needs to be done to advance a gender-sensitive response to climate change. Three 

imperatives stand out: women’s leadership, indigenous rights, and education. 
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Climate justice requires women's leadership 

 

Efforts to improve gender parity in climate governance have been ongoing for nearly a decade. In 

2014, delegates to COP20 adopted the Lima Work Programme on Gender to encourage the inclusion 

of more women in climate-change negotiations. But five years later, at COP25 in Madrid, 60 per 

cent of government delegates and 73 per cent of heads and deputy heads of delegations were men. 

This imbalance led to the adoption of the Enhanced Lima Work Programme and Action Plan on 

Gender. Under the enhanced plan, the parties to global climate talks pledged to appoint and provide 

support for national gender and climate-change focal points for climate negotiations, and for project 

implementation and monitoring. Even so, from 2019 to 2021, women occupied only 33 per cent of 

all leadership positions in climate-change negotiations and expert mechanisms. 

But efforts to include women in these discussions continue. The final agreement issued at the close 

of last November’s COP26 in Glasgow included gender equality and women’s leadership as central 

components of climate policy and action strategies. This represents clear recognition that the 

transition to net-zero will be possible only through active citizenship, with women playing a vital 

role. 

Women are disproportionately affected by the climate crisis, but they are also important agents of 

change. Giving women a seat at the decision-making table and using a gender lens to shape low-

carbon development strategies will go a long way toward making progress on efforts to mitigate and 

adapt to climate change. 

The transition to carbon neutrality requires a radical change in production systems and 

consumption patterns across all sectors. Women must be part of the process to develop effective 

policies. The task is daunting, but there are examples to follow. 

Much more needs to be done to advance a gender-sensitive response to climate change. Three 

imperatives stand out: women’s leadership, indigenous rights, and education. 

Costa Rica, for one, has set a clear path toward net-zero carbon dioxide emissions. Since 2014, more 

than 98 per cent of the energy generated in Costa Rica has come from renewable sources. And in 

2021, the country was awarded the Earthshot Prize for its conservation model, according to which 

local citizens are paid to preserve and restore natural ecosystems, including rainforests. Costa Rica’s 

success can be attributed largely to the commitment of its citizens to sustainable development and 

the involvement of indigenous and rural women in climate adaptation, knowledge production, and 

efforts to strengthen resilience. 

Indigenous and rural women in particular are the most vulnerable to climate change and 

environmental degradation. The inclusion of these women in creating sustainable practices is thus 

central to ensuring the effectiveness of climate-related decisions. Initiatives such as Club de 

Madrid’s Shared Societies approach emphasise that indigenous communities have the right to be 

involved in these discussions, and acknowledge that local communities are more likely to support 

and implement conservation plans when they are fully invested in their development. 

Education is also a crucial component of inclusive climate decision-making. In 2021, UNESCO called 

for environmental education to be a core curriculum component in all countries by 2025. The Berlin 

Declaration on Education for Sustainable Development states that environmental education must 

be available to girls and boys alike from an early age to ensure that future generations have sufficient  

 

STRATEGIC  

COMMUNICATION &   

INITIATIVES  

SERVICE 

Headline 

Editorial 

Column 

Opinion 

Feature Article 

 

https://unfccc.int/news/overrepresentation-of-men-in-un-climate-process-persists
https://unfccc.int/news/overrepresentation-of-men-in-un-climate-process-persists
https://unfccc.int/topics/gender/workstreams/the-enhanced-lima-work-programme-on-gender
https://unfccc.int/topics/gender/workstreams/the-enhanced-lima-work-programme-on-gender
https://unfccc.int/news/overrepresentation-of-men-in-un-climate-process-persists
https://unfccc.int/sites/default/files/resource/cop26_auv_2f_cover_decision.pdf
https://www.climaterealityproject.org/blog/how-climate-change-affecting-women
https://www.earthday.org/womens-empowerment-is-key-to-reducing-climate-change/
https://www.earthday.org/womens-empowerment-is-key-to-reducing-climate-change/
https://redlac.org/en/noticias_redlac/costa-rica-obtiene-prestigioso-galardon-medioambiental-earthshot-price/
http://www.clubmadrid.org/wp-content/uploads/2017/11/Key_Insights_SSP-7.pdf
https://en.unesco.org/news/unesco-declares-environmental-education-must-be-core-curriculum-component-2025
https://en.unesco.org/sites/default/files/esdfor2030-berlin-declaration-en.pdf
https://en.unesco.org/sites/default/files/esdfor2030-berlin-declaration-en.pdf


March 26, 2022 

Date 

 3 of 3 

Page 

 

 

 

 

Climate justice requires women's leadership 

 

knowledge to respond to climate change. Emphasising gender equality and non-discrimination in 

access to climate knowledge and skills will boost the ability of young people to effect change. 

The recent all-male “CEO lunch” convened at the Munich Security Conference shows that women 

are still missing from the highest levels of global decision-making. Yet women’s leadership is needed 

to respond effectively to shared global challenges. Without the active and meaningful participation 

of women and girls in local, national, and global climate strategies, a carbon-neutral future will 

remain out of reach. 

Laura Chinchilla is the vice president of Club de Madrid, a forum of former world leaders of democratic 

nations. She is a former president of Costa Rica. María Fernanda Espinosa is a member of 

multilateralism and gender equality advocacy group, GWL Voices for Change and Inclusion. She is 

also a fellow at Robert Bosch Academy, and was a former president of the UN General Assembly. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Source: https://www.eco-business.com/opinion/climate-justice-requires-womens-leadership/ 
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Tropical forests turn down the planet's heat by 1C, scientists 

find 

 

Forests should be valued not only for their role in curbing emissions and as a source of carbon 

credits but also for the direct benefits they offer to communities, researchers say. 

 

 

A fisherman rows his boat on a peatland river in the Kerumutan protected forest near Teluk Meranti village in 

Pelalawan, Indonesia's Riau province, November 11, 2009. Image: REUTERS/ Beawiharta 

 

Thomson Reuters Foundation 
3 minute readMarch 25, 2022 
 
 

Tropical forests cool the world by more than 1 degree Celsius, increase rainfall, and shield people 

and crops from deadly heat, researchers said, showing the climate benefits of trees go beyond 

sucking planet-warming carbon dioxide out of the air. 

In a new study released on Thursday, they outlined different ways the Earth, its climate and its 

inhabitants rely on forests. 

As every tenth of a degree of warming fuels threats from extreme weather and rising seas, lead 

author Deborah Lawrence said it is key to “acknowledge that tropical forests have a very 

important role in maintaining temperatures at a safe level”. 

Cutting down forests puts at risk the Paris climate accord’s goal of capping the rise in global 

average temperatures at “well below” 2C and ideally 1.5C above pre-industrial times, as trees 

absorb about a third of carbon emissions produced worldwide. 
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Tropical forests turn down the planet's heat by 1C, scientists 

find 

 

The planet has already heated up by about 1.1C, bringing more extreme weather and higher sea 

levels. 

Besides cooling, forests - including in tropical countries like Indonesia, Malaysia, Brazil and the 

Democratic Republic of Congo - also provide food and livelihoods, clean the air, support human 

health and are an essential habitat for wildlife. 

But in 2020, an area of tropical forest the size of the Netherlands was lost, according to monitoring 

service Global Forest Watch. 

During the hottest seasons, forests reflect sunlight back into space, absorb heat and release 

moisture that cools the air and helps form clouds, creating rainfall and conditions that protect 

local people and crops, the new study found. 

Forests should be valued not only for their role in curbing emissions and as a source of carbon 

credits but also for the direct benefits they offer to local communities, said Lawrence. 

The University of Virginia professor, who first began researching forests on the island of Borneo, 

called for more tree-planting initiatives in both urban and rural areas. 

“Tropical forests are like a big insurance policy for the planet,” she said. “We give them up at our 

peril. We need to keep these forests around.” 

Danny Marks, assistant professor of environmental politics at Ireland’s Dublin City University who 

did not contribute to the study, said healthy forests are vital to fighting climate change - both to 

limit emissions and adapt to a warmer world. 

More should be done to stop rising deforestation in its tracks, he said, including providing new 

financing and placing a higher value on the services provided by forests. 

Marks cited Costa Rica as a good example, where a tax on fossil fuels has enabled payments to 

protect nature and forests. 

Beyond capturing carbon, the list of benefits tropical forests offer is endless, said Damian Fleming 

of green group WWF’s global forest practice. 

Research shows forests can also lower blood pressure, reduce the risk of lung disease and improve 

mental wellbeing, he said, adding the new study’s finding that tropical forests keep the planet 1C 

cooler is “staggering”. 

“That’s a significant feat, which proves how illogical it is that rainforests are one of the most 

endangered habitats on Earth and most vulnerable to deforestation,” he added. 

This story was published with permission from Thomson Reuters Foundation, the charitable arm of 

Thomson Reuters, that covers humanitarian news, climate change, resilience, women’s rights, 

trafficking and property rights. Visit http://news.trust.org/climate. 

 

Source: https://www.eco-business.com/news/tropical-forests-turn-down-the-planets-heat-by-1c-

scientists-find/ 
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Australia declares 'mass bleaching' at Great Barrier Reef 

David Williams, Agence France-Presse 
Posted at Mar 25 2022 05:58 PM 

 

 

Tropical fish swim along the edges of a coral reef off Great Keppel Island, Queensland, Australia, on November 25, 

2016. Dan Peled, EPA-EFE/file 

 

Australia's spectacular Great Barrier Reef is suffering "mass bleaching" as corals lose their color 

under the stress of warmer seas, authorities said Friday, in a blow widely blamed on climate change. 

The world's largest coral reef system, stretching for more than 2,300 kilometers (1,400 miles) along 

the northeast coast of Australia, is showing the harmful effects of the heat, said the Reef Authority. 

Aerial surveys detected coral bleaching at multiple reefs across a large area of the system, 

"confirming a mass bleaching event, the fourth since 2016," it said in a report. 

The Great Barrier Reef, home to some 1,500 species of fish and 4,000 types of mollusc, was suffering 

despite the cooling effect of the La Nina weather phenomenon, which is currently influencing 

Australia's climate, the authority said. 

The area, which comprises about 2,500 individual reefs and more than 900 islands, suffers from 

bleaching when corals expel algae living in their tissues, draining them of their vibrant colors. 

Though bleached corals are under stress, they can still recover if conditions become more moderate, 

the Reef Authority said. 

"Weather patterns over the next couple of weeks continue to remain critical in determining the 

overall extent and severity of coral bleaching across the Marine Park," it said. 
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Australia declares 'mass bleaching' at Great Barrier Reef 

 

The mass bleaching report emerged four days after the United Nations began a monitoring mission 

to assess whether the World Heritage site is being protected from climate change. 

- 'Ghostly white coral' - 

UNESCO's mission is to assess whether the Australian government is doing enough to address 

threats to the Great Barrier Reef -- including climate change -- before the World Heritage 

Committee considers listing it as "in danger" in June. 

"The beloved, vibrant colors of the Great Barrier Reef are being replaced by ghostly white coral," 

said Greenpeace Australia climate impact activist Martin Zavan. 

He pressed the government to show the damaged areas to the UN mission now inspecting the reef 

rather than the picturesque areas that have been untouched. 

"If the government is genuine about letting the UN mission form a comprehensive picture of the 

state of the Reef, then it must take the mission to the northern and central Reef," Zavan said. 

"Here, corals are being cooked by temperatures up to four degrees above average, which is 

particularly alarming during a La Nina year when ocean temperatures are cooler." 

The World Heritage Committee's decision to not list the Great Barrier Reef as being in danger last 

July surprised many, given UNESCO had recommended the listing weeks earlier. 

When the UN previously threatened to downgrade the reef's World Heritage listing in 2015, 

Australia created a "Reef 2050" plan and poured billions of dollars into protection.  

Amanda McKenzie, chief executive of Australian climate action body the Climate Council, said the 

world's oceans reached record high temperatures last year. 

"Unfortunately, as more severe bleaching is reported across our beloved Great Barrier Reef, we can 

see these devastating events are becoming more common under the continuing high rate of 

greenhouse gas emissions," she said. 

"To give our Reef a fighting chance, we must deal with the number one problem: climate change. 

No amount of funding will stop these bleaching events unless we drive down our emissions this 

decade." 

 'No safe limit'  

Researchers last month warned coral reefs that anchor a quarter of marine wildlife and the 

livelihoods of more than half-a-billion people will most likely be wiped out even if global warming 

is capped within Paris Agreement climate goals. 

An average increase of 1.5 degrees Celsius above pre-industrial levels would see more than 99 

percent of the world's coral reefs unable to recover from increasingly frequent marine heatwaves, 

they reported in the journal PLOS Climate. 

At two degrees of warming, mortality will be 100 percent, according to the study, which used a new 

generation of climate models. 
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Australia declares 'mass bleaching' at Great Barrier Reef 

 

"The stark reality is that there is no safe limit of global warming for coral reefs," lead author Adele 

Dixon, a researcher at the University of Leeds' School of Biology, told AFP. 

"1.5C is still too much warming for the ecosystems on the frontline of climate change." 

The 2015 Paris Agreement enjoins nearly 200 nations to keep global heating "well below" 2C. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Source: https://www.facebook.com/27254475167/posts/10160201606585168/?app=fbl 
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65.5M Filipinos fully vaxxed; 11.7M with Covid-19 booster 

shots 

By Lade Jean Kabagani March 25, 2022, 8:25 pm 

 

 

(PNA file photo by Rico H. Borja) 

 

MANILA – The Philippines has administered 141.2 million doses of coronavirus diseases (Covid-19) 

vaccines nationwide, with over 65.5 million individuals already with full protection, including those 

who received the single-shot Janssen and Sputnik Light jabs. 

As of Friday, 11.7 million of those fully inoculated have booster shots, according to the latest data 

from the National Task Force (NTF) Against Covid-19. 

NTF chief implementer, Secretary Carlito Galvez Jr., earlier said the government will focus on the 

Covid-19 vaccination program in regions and provinces that are lagging behind their targets. 

The country’s massive vaccination program has contributed to the decline of cases, with the number 

of infections this week down by 15 percent compared to last week, as reported by the Department 

of Health (DOH). 

DOH Undersecretary Maria Rosario Vergeire said in a Palace briefing Friday there are 454 daily 

cases on the average, lower than the 490 in December before the surge of the Omicron variant. 

“We have done the massive vaccination at the time that there were surges and we immediately 

decided to administer a booster three months after the administration of primary boosters,” Galvez 

said in a previous interview. 

Since February last year, the Philippines has received more than 239.7 million doses of Covid-19 jabs, 

both procured and donated. 

The latest addition is the shipment of 936,000 doses of Pfizer on Thursday night. (PNA) 

 

Source: https://www.pna.gov.ph/articles/1170674 
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Covid-19 cases continue to dip since Omicron wave in 

January 

By Ma. Teresa Montemayor March 25, 2022, 3:59 pm 

 

 

 

(PNA photo by Avito Dalan) 

 

MANILA – The number of coronavirus cases in the country is on a steady decline since the Omicron 

wave last January, a health official said Friday. 

The number of infections in the recent week has gone down by 15 percent compared to last week, 

Health Undersecretary Maria Rosario Vergeire said in a Palace briefing. 

"Sa kasalukuyan, tinatayang 454 cases ang mayroon tayo kada araw, mas mababa ito ng kaunti 

kumpara noong nag-umpisa tayo nung nakaraang Disyembre na nasa 490 cases kada araw bago tayo 

tamaan ng Omicron (Currently, we have an average of 454 daily cases, this is a bit lower compared 

to the 490 cases daily last December before Omicron)," she added. 

The national admissions for Covid-19 cases have declined by 75 percent from the peak of 5,218 

admissions last January. 

The country's total beds utilization remains at low risk at 17 percent of 104,351 beds as of March 23. 

"Bumaba rin po ang bilang ng ating mga kababayang na-aadmit sa ating ICU na sa ngayon ay 

nasa 575 admissions na lamang. Bumaba po ito ng 71 percent mula nang tumaas ang kaso noong 

Enero (The number of cases admitted in the ICU also decreased which is currently 575 admissions 

only. It went down by 71 percent when the cases started in January)," Vergeire said. 

The nation's ICU bed utilization also remains at low risk at 16 percent of 3,529 beds as of March 23. 

As of March 24, the government has reached 72.81 percent of its target population or more than 65 

million individuals who are fully vaccinated. 
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Covid-19 cases continue to dip since Omicron wave in 

January 

 

Meanwhile, about 78.57 percent or more than 70.7 million individuals have received their first dose 

of Covid-19 vaccine. 

Some 12 million individuals got their booster shot. 

Vergeire said 736,143 children are now fully vaccinated against Covid-19 and 1.8 million have 

received their first dose since the pediatric vaccination started two months ago. 

Almost 8.9 million adolescents are fully vaccinated while 9.78 million have received their first 

dose. (PNA) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Source: https://www.pna.gov.ph/articles/1170657 
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