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DENR seeks media help to monitor mining

By Che Palicte March 25, 2022, 6:34 pm

RESPONSIBLE MINING. Department of Environment and Natural Resources (DENR) Secretary
Jim Sampulna calls on the media Friday (March 25, 2022) to help monitor large-scale mining
operations in the country, to make sure that they follow the policies set by the government.
Sampulna says irresponsible miners have no place in the country. (PNA photo by Che Palicte)

DAVAO CITY - Department of Environment and Natural Resources (DENR) Acting Secretary Jim

Sampulna said Friday that they need help from the media to monitor mining in the country.

In an interview here Friday, Sampulna underscored the importance of closely watching mining
activities in the country as not to put the environment in danger.

"We only need responsible miners, we say no to irresponsible ones. They will be properly monitored
by the DENR and the media," he said.

Sampulna underscored the media’s vital role in protecting the environment.

Recently, the DENR in Davao Region served a cease and desist order to the Riverbend Consolidated
Mining Corporation/Arc Nickel Resources, Inc. (ANRI) located in Banaybanay, Davao Oriental, for
the siltation incident in the area on January 14.

The siltation took place at the Mapagba and Pinatatagan Rivers in Banaybanay town after more than
12 hours of heavy downpour.

According to DENR-11, the potential source of siltation and discoloration in the two rivers were
traced to the active mining activity of the company, based on the multi-agency investigation and
assessment conducted on January 15. (PNA)

Source: https://www.pna.gov.ph/articles/1170658
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DENR Supports Envi Protection in Samar

Friday, March 25, 2022 Journal Online

Department of Environment and Natural Resources (DENR) Acting Secretary Jim O. Sampulna
(right) expresses support for the environmental plans of Samar 2nd District representative Sharee
Ann Tan during their meeting at the DENR Central Office in Quezon City last March 17, 2022. Tan
sought support in overcoming biodiversity conservation challenges in mining, coming up with an
e-library of its protected areas, and strengthening the engagement and accountability of the local
government units in the province of Samar.

Source: https://journal.com.ph/denr-supports-envi-protection-in-samar/
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DENR urges public to practice 'environment stewardship'
on Earth Day

Published March 25, 2022, 10:24 AM
by Faith Argosino

The Department of Environment and Natural Resources (DENR) urged the public to practice
“environmental stewardship” by going beyond the traditional hour-long switching of light as the
world observes Earth Day on Saturday, March 26.

(Courtesy of EcoWaste Coalition)

DENR Acting Secretary Jim O. Sampulna encouraged the public to join the Earth Hour event m by
switching off their computers, television sets, air conditioning units, and non-essential lights from
8:30 p.m. to 9:30 p.m.

“Apart from safeguarding ourselves from the COVID-19 virus under the new normal, let us also
create a norm that puts our planet and, ultimately, our people first. Sustainability should already be
a lifestyle and a common goal for each Filipino,” Sampulna said.

Prior to this, Sampulna revealed that the national government has pledged to the United Nations
Framework Convention on Climate Change a projected greenhouse gas emissions reduction by 75
percent (2.71 percent unconditional, 72.29 percent conditional) from 2020 to 2030.

He added that the government would only obtain this goal with the public’s help.


https://mb.com.ph/author/faithargosino
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DENR urges public to practice 'environment stewardship'
on Earth Day

To alleviate the effects of climate change, Sampulna vowed to intensify enforcement of the
Ecological Solid Waste Management Act of 2000, Philippine Clean Air Act of 1999, and Philippine
Clean Water Act of 2004.

Moreover, Sampulna said that the agency is also committed to strengthen its National Greening
Program while protecting 8.7 million hectares of forests and conserving the biodiversity of
terrestrial and marine ecosystems.

“Climate change is no longer a foreign term for all of us. With all the typhoons and disasters we
have experienced in the past, | hope that Filipinos are already conscious and responsible towards
taking care of the environment,” Sampulna said.

“Apart from these, individuals can contribute to saving the planet by eating more sustainably, not
wasting food, reducing plastic usage, being energy-efficient, being a conscious consumer, being
supportive of the government’s environmental programs, and being environmental ambassadors in
their sphere of influence,” he added.

Source: https://mb.com.ph/2022/03/25/denr-urges-public-to-practice-environment-stewardship-
on-earth-day/
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DENR, HINIMOK ANG PUBLIKO NA ISAGAWA ANG EARTH
DAY BUKAS

by DWIZ 882 March 25, 2022

© REUTERS

Hinimok ng Department of Environment and Natural Resources (DENR) ang publiko na isagawa
ang “environmental stewardship” sa pamamagitan ng lampas na pagpatay ng mga ilaw sa
tradisyunal na oras bilang pag-obserba sa Earth Day bukas, Marso 26.

Ayon kay DENR Acting Secretary Jim Sampulna, kabilang dito ang pagsara ng computer, television,
air conditioning units at non-essential lights mula 8:30 p.m hanggang 9:30p.m.

Samantala, sinabi ng kalihim na nangako ang gobyerno sa United Nations Framework Convention
on climate change na tinatayang 75% ang inaasahang mababawas sa greenhouse gas emissions mula
taong 2020 hanggang 2030. - sa Airiam Sancho

Source: https://www.dwiz882am.com/index.php/denr-hinimok-ang-publiko-na-isagawa-ang-
earth-day-bukas/
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DENR-6 calls for public participation in Earth Hour

By Perla Lena March 25, 2022, 7:09 pm

EARTH
HOUR

LIGHTS OUT. The Department of Environment and Natural Resources (DENR) in Western Visayas
is urging the public to switch off lights for one hour to show their solidarity with the Earth Hour
celebration on Saturday (March 26, 2022). The global environmental campaign aims to raise
awareness on climate change and energy saving. (Photo lifted from Earth Hour Home FB)

ILOILO CITY - Residents of Western Visayas are encouraged to switch off non-essential lights for
one hour to show their solidarity to the Earth Hour celebration on Saturday starting at 8:30 p.m.

“By joining the Earth Hour, your simple act of switching off lights and other appliances is an
essential part of a collective effort to save Mother Earth,” said Regional Director Livino Duran of the
Department of Environment and Natural Resources (DENR) in Western Visayas in a statement
released Friday through the Regional Strategic Communication Initiatives Group (RSCIG).

He said that everyone has experienced hardships for the past two years due to the health pandemic
and series of environmental crises.

“For us to start a positive change, we need to switch off our inaction and speak up for nature,” he
added.

The environmental campaign that started in Sydney, Australia in 2007 was aimed at raising
awareness about climate change and energy saving.

This year, the theme will be “Shape of Future”, which according to Duran is a critical year for
everyone and the planet as they move forward in pursuit of change and progress.

“It is up to us to #ShapeOurFuture by bringing attention to the critical issues our planet is facing
today,” he said. (PNA)

Source: https://www.pna.gov.ph/articles/1170679
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EMB cites Dumaguete's 'trash-to-treasure' MRF project

By Mary Judaline Partlow March 25, 2022, 3:02 pm

TRASH TO TREASURE. Workers are seen in this undated photo segregating garbage at the Central Materials
Recovery Facility of the Dumaguete City government. Environmental Management Bureau-Central Visayas (EMB-7)
regional director William Cufiado and Mayor Felipe Antonio Remollo led Thursday (March 24, 2022) the formal
inauguration of the facility in Barangay Candauay in the Negros Oriental capital. (Photo courtesy of Lupad Dumaguete
Facebook page/City PIO)

DUMAGUETE CITY - The city government’s Central Materials Recovery Facility (MRF) that
converts trash into useful by-products has earned the approval of a key Department of Environment
and Natural Resources (DENR) official who wanted the facility to be part of the National Ecological
Center.

“I would like to ask our DENR Secretary Jim Sampulna to give a commendation to Mayor (Felipe
Antonio) Remollo and the City Council for a job well done. And not only that, but [ would also like
to recommend this place as part of the National Ecological Center to train the waste sorters how to
improve their skills,” William Cufiado, director of the Environmental Management Bureau-DENR
(EMB-DENR), said during Thursday’s inauguration of the facility here.

Cunado and Remollo led other DENR and city officials during the formal inauguration of the facility
situated in Barangay Candau-ay, a media release from the City Hall said midnight Thursday.

The DENR official lauded the mayor and the Sangguniang Panglungsod for putting up the “first
MREF in the Philippines” that generates a PHP500,000 monthly income and provides a livelihood for
waste-pickers through “proper and sustainable solid waste management.”

The city's MRF is part of the eight-hectare Eco-Park Solid Waste Processing Facility, which is also a
recipient of the plastic-to-chair recycling equipment, glass pulverizer, bio-shredder, and bio-
composters from the DENR.

Meanwhile, Paquito D. Melicor Jr. Regional Executive Director of DENR Central Visayas (Region 7),
said he was inspired by how the city, under Remollo’s helm, managed to close the open dumpsite
last March 30, 2021, and was able to establish the MRF in so short a time.
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EMB cites Dumaguete's 'trash-to-treasure’' MRF project

The DENR had repeatedly sent closure notices to the city government to shut down the open
dumpsite, which was operating for about 30 years, in Barangay Candauay despite it already being
outlawed in the country, and establish the mandated sanitary landfill instead.

While the city could not yet find a suitable place for the sanitary landfill, Remollo instead
established the MRF to immediately attend to the city’s garbage collection woes.

The facility not only segregates garbage but also treats them to prevent the emergence of infectious
diseases.

The DENR officials from the Central and Regional Offices were toured around the facility to see the
machines already operating inside the City MRF.

The MRF has the following: a pyrolysis gasification equipment that turns solid wastes into
construction materials like hollow blocks and bricks and pavers to be used in infrastructure projects;
plastic shredder and densifiers; bio-shredders and composters to convert solid wastes into organic
fertilizer, soil conditioner, and mulch to improve plant growth; glass pulverizer/shredder, and
plastic recycling equipment that can convert plastic wastes into chairs. (PNA)

Source: https://www.pna.gov.ph/articles/1170630
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Bacolod City Council ratifies garbage hauling contract

BACOLOD. The Bacolod City Council ratifies the contract of services with IPM-Construction and Development Corp.
for the P131.9 million collection, hauling, and disposal of garbage in the city on Wednesday, March 23. (File photo)

MERLINDA A. PEDROSA
March 26, 2022

THE contract of services entered between the City Government of Bacolod and the IPM-
Construction and Development Corp. (IPM-CDC) for the P131.9 million collection, hauling, and
disposal of garbage was ratified by the Sangguniang Panlungsod Wednesday, March 23.

The contract of services for the P63.9 million operation and management of sanitary landfill in
Barangay Felisa between Bacolod City and the IPM-CDC was also ratified.

Vice Mayor El Cid Familiaran, who served as a presiding officer, said that the IPM-CDC’s contracts
are for the periods of May to December this year.

The IPM-CDC was the lone bidder for the collection, hauling, and disposal of garbage and for the
operation and management of sanitary landfill.

The city’s garbage hauling was collecting 600 tons of garbage daily in the city.

Meanwhile, the city government is also preparing for the construction of the third cell of the city’s
sanitary landfill at Barangay Felisa for the city's waste disposal.
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Bacolod City Council ratifies garbage hauling contract

The Environmental Management Bureau (EMB) of the Department of the Environment and
Natural Resources (DENR) has earlier said the landfill can no longer accommodate the city's
garbage within eight to 10 months.

"It is going to help us a lot in anticipating the possible problems in the city (but) rest assured that
we are on time," Mayor Evelio Leonardia earlier said.

Cell Nos. 1 and 2 were also constructed by [IPM-CDC.

Source: https://www.sunstar.com.ph/article/1924722/bacolod/local-news/bacolod-city-council-
ratifies-garbage-hauling-contract
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For the first time, microplastics have been found in human

blood

Published March 25, 2022 6:09pm

A Department of Environment and Natural Resources (DENR) worker on Sunday, December 26,
2021, places a trash boom made of used plastic bottles to prevent solid waste from houses along
the shoreline of the Baseco Compound from entering Manila Bay. DANNY PATA

May this study push everybody to manage plastic pollution better, because for the first time,
microplastic pollution has been found in human blood.

According to a study published in journal Environment International, polymers from plastics were
detected and quantified in human blood for the very first time.

There were 22 anonymous healthy volunteers who participated in the study, which aimed to
identify and quantify five high production volume polymers in plastic materials: PMMA, PP, PE;
PS, which is used for food packaging, and PET, which is commonly used in drink bottles.

Of the 22 participants, 17 were found to have plastic particles in their blood.

PET plastic was found in half of the participants, followed by PS plastic, which was found in a
third of the participants. PE plastics were found in 23%, while PMMA was found in 5% of the
participants.

Speaking to The Guardian, ecotoxicologist professor Dick Vethaak said "it is certainly reasonable
to be concerned."

According to the study funded by the Dutch National social enterprise for Health Research and
Development and Common Seas, what becomes of the plastic particles in the bloodstream needs
further study.


https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S0160412022001258
https://www.theguardian.com/environment/2022/mar/24/microplastics-found-in-human-blood-for-first-time
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For the first time, microplastics have been found in human

blood

But because plastic particles are found in blood, there is reason to believe these particles are
transported throughout the body, Vethaak told The Guardian.

“The big question is what is happening in our body?” Vethaak said. “Are the particles retained in
the body? Are they transported to certain organs, such as getting past the blood-brain barrier?”
And are these levels sufficiently high to trigger disease? We urgently need to fund further research
so we can find out.”

It is certainly worrisome but not all unexpected. Plastic pollution has been in the forefront of
headlines regarding climate change and global warming.

In 2018, Department of Health already sounded the alarm about microplastic already found in sea
salt samples?

In the same year, a UN report found that the Philippines is among the Top 5 countries producing
half of the world's plastic waste.

With microplastic already found in blood, here's hoping the plastic pollution problem will be
taken more seriously by everybody. — LA, GMA News

Source: https://www.facebook.com /116724526976 /p0osts/10160849714931977/
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SCotabato govenor upholds mining ban
By Jerry Adlaw

March 26, 2022

THE Panaghugpong Mindanao environmentalist group commended South Cotabato Gov.
Reynaldo Tamayo Jr. for favoring the approval and endorsement of a resolution for the retention
of the 12-year-old ban on open-pit mining in the province.

Panaghugpong Mindanao chair Neptalie "Jake" Oquendo said that Tamayo's gesture is a sign of a
responsible and accountable leader of the province.

The Provincial Development Council (PDC) has approved the resolutions passed by the body's
Social Development Committee, the Institutional Development Committee, and the Disaster Risk
Reduction/Climate Change Adaptation Committee, upholding the controversial ban on open-pit
mining in South Cotabato.

Tamayo leads the PDC composed of mayors, members of the House of Representatives and
nongovernment organizations in the province.

He endorsed PDC Resolution 2022-01 or the "Resolution Supporting to Uphold the Environment
Code in Banning the Open Pit Mining in the Province of South Cotabato."

Tamayo also endorsed to the Sangguniang Panlalawigan the adoption and approval of PDC-
ENRM-DRR/CCA Committee Resolution 2022-01, PDC Social Development Committee Resolution
2022-01 and PDC Institutional Development Committee Resolution 2022-01, all of which resolved
to uphold the ban on open-pit mining.

Oquendo stressed that the ban on open-pit mining is for the protection and for the general
welfare of the people not only in South Cotabato but also to the provinces nearby.

Oquendo said records showed that at least 93,453 signatures were opposing the lifting of the
open-pit mining method.

Meanwhile, the Tampakan gold and copper mining project operated by SMI Inc. had
recommended that the most viable way to extract the minerals is through open-pit mining.

SMI's Tampakan project is considered as the largest undeveloped copper-gold minefield in
Southeast Asia, and among the biggest of its kind in the world that yields a potential average of
375,000 tons of copper and 360,000 ounces of gold in concentrate per annum in the expected 17-
year mine life, according to the management of the SMI Inc., as it is committed to applying
"responsible and accountable" methods in the mining project in the area.

Source: https://www.manilatimes.net/2022/03/26/news/regions/scotabato-govenor-upholds-
mining-ban/1837620
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OceanaGold to reduce emissions by 2030

e
. "M By Leander C. Domingo

March 26, 2022

OceanaGold’s Didipio Gold and Copper Project in the upland barangay (village) of Kasibu in Nueva Vizcaya.
CONTRIBUTED PHOTO

AUSTRALIAN mining firm OceanaGold is aiming to reduce its carbon footprint by 2030,
according to a company report released on Wednesday.

Already in 2020, OceanaGold said they are committed to achieving net-zero greenhouse emissions
by 2050, and during 2021, operational and corporate sustainability teams of the company worked
together to identify specific actions to reduce emissions across the company, taking into account
the projects already underway and emerging technologies and actions by governments to increase
renewables in their power grids.

According to OceanaGold, the company's board approved last month an interim target to reduce
carbon emissions per ounce of gold produced by 30 percent by 2030 (based on 2019 performance
levels).

"This interim climate change target is based on a clear action plan to help reach OceanaGold's
goal to net-zero operational greenhouse emissions by 2050," OceanaGold said in its report.

The report said the company is working on decarbonization, which is seen as a major disrupter in
the mining and metals industry.


https://www.manilatimes.net/author/leander-c-domingo
https://www.manilatimes.net/author/leander-c-domingo
https://www.manilatimes.net/manilatimes/uploads/images/2022/03/25/58178.jpg
https://www.manilatimes.net/manilatimes/uploads/images/2022/03/25/58178.jpg
https://www.manilatimes.net/author/leander-c-domingo
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OceanaGold to reduce emissions by 2030

OceanaGold cited the World Gold Council (WGC), which recognized the need for strong action
within the industry, identifying four key focus areas to manage GHG emissions: decarbonization
of mobile equipment fleet; decarbonization of electricity supply; energy efficiency in the static
plant; and carbon capture, sequestration and offsets.

In the company's non-linear approach to net zero, Greg Scanlan, OceanaGold general manager for
Health, Safety and Environment, said the 2030 target was determined following industry
benchmarking; the establishment of an emissions intensity baseline; and identification of
reduction opportunities at an operational level.

"There is a long way to go to net zero and our journey won't be linear. Our interim 2030 climate
change targets will help drive focus and innovation across the company, meet our stakeholders'
expectations and set a challenging but achievable pathway in line with industry targets," he added.

Scanlan said OceanaGold in 2019 (its baseline year) generated o.52 tons of carbon dioxide
equivalent (CO2e) per ounce of gold produced, lower than the industry average of 0.8 tons of
CO2ze per ounce of gold produced as reported by the WGC.

He also noted that OceanaGold as a responsible miner continuously improves and innovates the
way it explores, extracts and processes minerals, drawing on the latest advanced technology and
systems to improve performance.

"We are on an exciting journey of innovation and transformation in an industry which is vital to
us all as we transition to a low-carbon world. Since 2018, OceanaGold has been implementing a
company-wide program of automation, digital and process transformation, which is helping our
company define the journey to operate the mines of the future," Scanlan said.

OceanaGold operates the Didipio Gold and Copper Project in Kasibu town in Nueva Vizcaya
under another 25-year financial or technical assistance agreement or FTAA.

Source: https://www.manilatimes.net/2022/03/26/business/green-industries/oceanagold-to-

reduce-emissions-by-2030/1837599
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DOE Earth Hour

Published 6 hours ago
on March 26, 2022 12:01 AM
By TDT @tribunephl

EARTH HOUR

26 MARCH 8:30PM #CONNECT2EARTH

JOIN MILLIONS TO

SHAPE OUR
FUTURE

earlthhour.oryg

Source: https://tribune.net.ph/index.php/2022/03/26/doe-earth-hour/
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Why even 1 hour matters: Earth Hour
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Why even 1 hour matters: Earth Hour

LUIS A. QUIBRANZA 111

March 25, 2022

-AA+

We cannot bet our lives and the lives of the generations that will follow us on wild theories or
science fiction—we are not going to be living on Mars or the Moon anytime soon, and perhaps,

ever!


https://www.sunstar.com.ph/author/499/luis-a-quibranza-iii
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Why even 1 hour matters: Earth Hour

The Earth is humanity’s one and only home. All 7.7 billion people on this planet should, first and
foremost, realize this fact and hold it close to their hearts.

Natural disasters and calamities, even health concerns like the recent pandemic, are all effects of
how we collectively treat the environment. According to data presented at
worldpopulationreview.com, the top five countries who are responsible for the most carbon
emissions are China, the United States, India, Russia and Japan. These five countries alone make
up 58.34 percent of the world’s total carbon emission!

In the Philippines, Earth Hour will be from 8:30 to 9:30 p.m.

Observing Earth Hour is more than a press event—it is a revolution. A revolution that calls for
change in the way we do things that impact the environment negatively.

Earth Hour is a collective effort. Here are some things you can do to contribute to the revolution:
Connect with nature

When we shut down our lights, we see the stars better at night. Try to hang out with friends or
family and go stargazing whether it’s at the beach or in your home garden. Enjoy the fresh air, too!

Connect with loved ones

Turning off the lights and lessening the use of electronic gadgets feels like your modern-day
sacrifice. Turn the “hurt” into something productive and fun! Play board games with the group.
Cook and have friends over for dinner in the dark.

Connect with the community

Find out what other establishments are doing. Are they hosting clean-up drives or fun runs in
observance of Earth Hour? Even if these events have passed, make sure you connect with the
people who are in-charge and find ways on how to contribute to a more sustainable environment
not only for an hour a year, but all 365 days.

Source: https://www.sunstar.com.ph/article/1924686/cebu/lifestyle/why-even-1-hour-matters-
earth-hour
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1st ever Earth Hour virtual run launched

By Rhodina Villanueva(The Philippine Star)
- March 25, 2022 - 12:00am

The event is led by the World Wide Fund for Nature (WWF)-Philippines in coordination with Pinoy Fitness, a web-
based running and fitness community of athletes and fitness enthusiasts in the country.
STAR/File

MANILA, Philippines — A group of environmentalists has launched the first ever “Earth Hour
Virtual Run” to encourage the Filipino running community to promote environmental
conservation.

The event is led by the World Wide Fund for Nature (WWF)-Philippines in coordination with
Pinoy Fitness, a web-based running and fitness community of athletes and fitness enthusiasts in
the country.

Dubbed “Earth Hour Virtual Run: Shape Our Future,” the event is in line with the celebration of
Earth Hour 2022 tomorrow.

Pinoy Fitness CEQO Jeff Lo said the running community could utilize their platform to support
environmental protection and conservation.

“For us in the running and fitness community, we believe that advocating for personal health
should go hand-in-hand with advocating for the health of the environment,” Lo said.

“Some of the ways that members of the fitness community have been taking to promote
environmental conservation are through calling people’s attention to the importance of not just
their personal well-being but of the environment,” he added. “Pledging and participating in cause-
centric events like distance and virtual runs aimed at raising funds for action groups on
sustainability are also among the things that the running community takes.”


https://www.philstar.com/authors/1685860/rhodina-villanueva
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1st ever Earth Hour virtual run launched

The virtual race, which will support the organization’s environmental conservation efforts across
the country, will begin tomorrow until April 22.

Runners who will complete the 10 kilometer, 20 km, 40 km, or 60 km cumulative distance over the
course of the run will receive a special Earth Hour finishers’ kit and have the chance to bag
goodies from Adidas, Rustan’s, Rudy Project, Natura Yoga; virtual workout session from fitness
trainer Carla Piscosso, Urbanashramyoga, Pinoy Fitness and WWEF-Philippines.

Various social media influencers including WWF-Philippines ambassadors Rovilson Fernandez
and Karen Ibasco, and celebrities Troy Montero and Carla Piscosso have confirmed to join the run.

Registration is until April g through the Pinoy Fitness Atleta app.

For more information, e-mail WWF-Philippines at donations@wwf.org.ph.

Starting out as a symbolic “lights out event” in Sydney in 2007, WWF said Earth Hour has grown
as the world’s largest grassroots movement for the environment spanning over 192 countries and
territories across the globe.

It brought out more than 9.6 billion impressions, with related hashtags trending in 42 countries
last year.

Theme #ShapeOurFuture this 2022, the WWF network aims to remind the public that everyone
has a role in shaping a new future for people and the planet - from taking individual steps toward
living sustainably to urging companies and governments to help build a nature-positive and
carbon-neutral future.

Source: https://www.philstar.com/headlines/2022/03/25/2169698/1st-ever-earth-hour-virtual-run-
launched/amp/
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Earth Hour: What are bets’ environment platforms?

By Rhodina Villanueva(The Philippine Star)
- March 26, 2022 - 12:00am

WWEF said the “lights off” activity can be used as a platform for inspiring collective action for the environment by
raising awareness on key issues that everyone, especially the country’s leaders, should address effectively.

MANILA, Philippines — Conservation group World Wide Fund for Nature (WWF) said the
observance of Earth Hour tonight will highlight the need for Filipinos to be decisive in the coming
May elections.

WWEF said the “lights off” activity can be used as a platform for inspiring collective action for the
environment by raising awareness on key issues that everyone, especially the country’s leaders,

should address effectively.

The group noted, “The Earth Hour activity this year comes at a time when over 67 million Filipino
voters are about to choose a new set of leaders who will set the tone and define how the country
will respond to the dual challenge of climate change and biodiversity loss in the next six years.”

“It is for the Filipino voters, for the sake of our children, to let our leaders know that nature is
important to you so that it will be important to them. Speak out about issues of the environment
and ask, ‘what is your plan to secure the food we eat, the water we drink, the air we breathe? How
will you protect the ecosystems that give us a chance of bouncing back from climate disasters and
to prevent future pandemics?” Katherine Custodio, WWEF-Philippines executive director, said.

Earth Hour, one of the largest global grassroots movements for the environment, will virtually
bring together millions of people, businesses and leaders from around the world to speak up for

nature.

WWE-Philippines is inviting Filipinos to turn off their lights during the annual celebration of
Earth Hour at 8:30 p.m. local time, as a symbol of a broader commitment toward the planet. This


https://www.philstar.com/authors/1685860/rhodina-villanueva
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Earth Hour: What are bets’ environment platforms?

global celebration started as a symbolic event in Sydney, Australia in 2007 and has grown into one
of the world’s largest environmental movements spanning 7,000 cities and 193 countries and
territories.

Custodio added, “As humanity’s unsustainable demands on the natural world are leading to
climate breakdown, habitat loss and decline of wildlife, Earth Hour is celebrated every year on the
last Saturday of March as an opportunity to invite individuals and institutions to take substantial
action for the planet. The core message of this movement lies in going ‘Beyond the Hour’ - what
actions people can do after the lights go back on.”

“Through Earth Hour, we want to engage over a billion people worldwide, and engage decision
makers whether in business, institutions and governments, to move the agenda of nature up the
priority list in the global sphere and in the national agenda. We want people to lend their voices
as we're shaping our future and, hopefully, we’ll be changing the ending for the positive - for both
people and the planet,” Angela Ibay, climate and energy program head of WWEF-Philippines, said.

This year’s Earth Hour also takes place at a particularly crucial time as it calls for increased
ambition and urgent action to halt and reverse nature loss by 2030. It also takes place before the
UN Convention on Biological Diversity (CBD) COP1s5, initially scheduled for April 25 to May 8,
where leaders from around the world will gather to decide on a new global action plan for nature
for the coming decade.

WWEF aims to build a groundswell of actions and noise en masse, including on the news, to put
pressure on world leaders in the build-up to CBD COPis.

At the same time, Earth Hour 2022 also puts forward a broader call to action for individuals to
step toward living sustainably and for companies and governments to help build an equitable,
nature-positive and net-zero carbon future.

For a decade since its inception back in 2007, Earth Hour focused on building awareness of
climate change. From 2018, the focus of the movement pivoted to include both climate and nature
as their interconnectivity became more evident, with human activity causing direct negative
impacts on nature and the environment, which then contributes to biodiversity loss and climate
change.

Ibay added, “While COVID-19 has prevented people from interacting in person, this has been an
opportunity to connect to millions of people in digital spaces and engage with decision-making
institutions to secure a new deal for nature with the aim of halting the loss of biodiversity by the
end of the decade.”

WWEF said the Philippines has earned the distinction of being an “Earth Hour Hero Country” by
consistently registering the most number of participating towns and cities since it first joined the
event in 2009.

Source: https://www.philstar.com/headlines/2022/03/26/2169954/earth-hour-what-are-bets-
environment-platforms/amp/
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Water and sanitation, a better future for girls and our
planet

DAKAR, Senegal: At the World Water Forum this week (March 21 to 26, 2022), the international
community will raise awareness of the 2 billion people worldwide who lack access to clean water
and sanitation. Among them are millions of women and girls, who walk hundreds of miles each
year to find water for their families and are blocked from education and economic empowerment
also due to poor sanitation services.

For years, we've talked about the costs to women and girls if we don't solve water, sanitation and
hygiene issues. But what of the costs to our communities if we fail to act?

Today the world is facing a triple crisis of the Covid-19 pandemic, climate emergency and
struggling economies — all of which have reversed hard-won gains on women's rights.

Twelve years of quality education for women can meet the consequences of this triple crisis head
on. Women's empowerment, gender equality and sustainability strategies go hand in hand. And it
all starts with that most basic of human needs — water.

Poverty, gender bias and humanitarian crises are some of the more obvious barriers to ensuring
that girls stay in school. However, one of the biggest obstacles is lack of access to water, sanitation
and hygiene.

Every day, millions of children go to school in unsafe learning environments, with no drinking
water, no proper toilets, and no soap for washing their hands. Nearly 584 million children
worldwide lack basic drinking water services at their schools, while 698 million children lack basic
sanitation services, and nearly 818 million children lack basic hygiene.

Sanitation facilities that are shared with other households and open defecation practices place
women and girls at risk for sexual assault and impede their ability to manage menstruation with
privacy and dignity.

Stigma and social exclusion around periods lead many girls to drop out of school. Without proper
sanitation, one in three adolescent girls misses school each month due to lack of privacy and
access to water to wash their hands after changing sanitary towels.

Simply ensuring that schools have safe water, toilets and soap for handwashing, increases the
likelihood that girls will attend while on their periods.

Better and resilient access to clean water translates into immediate economic improvements.
Reducing the time women and girls take to collect water and giving them more time for school
and careers. Over the next two weeks alone, women will miss out on 2.5 million working days
while fetching water.

A World Bank study estimates that limited educational opportunities for girls cost countries
between $15 trillion and $30 trillion in lost lifetime productivity and earnings. That is the sort of
avoidable economic car crash that any decent policymaker should be rushing to solve.
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Water and sanitation, a better future for girls and our
planet

But the benefits extend far beyond economic gain alone. Take for example, the rising climate crisis
which is driving mass displacement, intensifying food insecurity and fueling violent competition
over dwindling natural resources in many regions of the world.

Extreme weather patterns have immense impact on women and girls — increasing maternal
mortality as pregnant women on the run from climate disasters lack access to vital health services
and heightening the risk of human trafficking as women and girls flee to find shelter.

Our humanitarian sectors are desperate for more bright women leaders at the table, with
solutions to the problems they face each and every day. And the research is proving that they are
more than equal to the task.

A study in India discovered that the number of drinking water projects in areas with women-led
councils was 62 percent higher than in those with men-led councils. More than powerless victims,
women are already spearheading transformative change. It is our duty as the international
community to remove the barriers in their way.

Young female activists can also become powerful agents of change in their communities if they are
given the chance to become educated and activated on environmental issues at school. Consider
the power and influence of Greta Thunberg who has revolutionized the way we think about
climate challenges.

Indeed, research suggests that girls' education can strengthen climate strategies in three ways: by
empowering girls and advancing their reproductive health and rights, fostering girls' climate
leadership and pro-environmental decision-making, and developing girls' green skills for green
jobs.

If we are truly going to tackle the triple threat of health, economy and climate change, the
international community must prioritize the needs of women and girls. We must ensure access to
proper water, sanitation and hygiene services so that they are able to stay in school and focus on
their futures.

It is economic common sense. It is a moral obligation. And more than that, it is a legal obligation
too. Governments around the world have undertaken a pledge to uphold international human
rights, for all people everywhere. It is time we kept our promises.

Looking at this year's roll call for the Sector Ministers' Meeting, organized by the Sanitation and
Water for All partnership in Jakarta, there is reason for optimism.

For the first time it will bring together ministers of water, sanitation and hygiene with their
counterparts responsible for climate, environment, health and economy. Without a genuinely
integrated policy approach, we can't hope to realize the overlapping benefits of something as
important as girls' education.

If we want to contain climate change, if we want economic progress, if we want to hold back the
next pandemic, then we need to secure quality education, water, and sanitation for all women and
girls, everywhere.

Source: https://www.manilatimes.net/2022/03/26/opinion/columns/water-and-sanitation-a-
better-future-for-girls-and-our-planet/1837630
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Getting our urban environment to net-zero

Our urban infrastructure is responsible for almost 40 per cent of global carbon emissions. Climate
solutions need to include the biggest energy guzzlers, clean energy and retrofitting old buildings.

By Eco-Business
1 minute readMarch 25, 2022

Decarbonising cities is no easy feat, with its high electricity consumption, demand for cooling and
embedded emissions from the construction of buildings.

The task is particularly challenging for small and dense Singapore, which has no natural hinterland
to absorb the city’s emissions.

So solutions will need to cover all aspects of the built environment - from data centres, which
consume a large amount of power, to waterworks and even old buildings, which form the bulk of
Singapore’s infrastructure.

Plan it well, and some of these climate mitigation features could also help to protect the city’s
inhabitants from the effects of global warming, such as sea-level rise and the fluctuations in rainfall
and temperatures that threaten to submerge cities or make them too hot to live in.

Initiatives by Keppel, a Singapore-headquartered multinational company providing solutions for
sustainable urbanisation, strive to show the journey to net-zero for urban environments.

The video, “Journey to Net Zero”, is produced with Keppel ahead of Earth Hour 2022, a worldwide
movement to commemorate climate action.

Source: https://www.eco-business.com/videos/getting-our-urban-environment-to-net-zero/
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Climate justice requires women's leadership

Women are disproportionately affected by the climate crisis, but they are also important agents of
change. Top decision-makers today are still predominantly male.

Txai Surui, a Brazilian indigenous activist at the opening of COP26 climate talks. Image: Flickr, CC BY-NC-SA
2.0

By Laura Chinchilla and Maria Espinosa
4 minute readMarch 25, 2022

The world is well aware that the climate crisis is one of the main stumbling blocks to sustainable
development. And yet, despite the dramatic evidence of the lethal consequences of climate change,
and despite possessing the knowledge, technologies, and resources to fix it, we continue on the
same high-carbon path that threatens our survival.

We also know that climate stabilisation depends on a whole-of-society response, and thus on all
citizens’ equal and fair participation in governance. That has not happened, either: Women have
been underrepresented in climate decision-making. And while this trend has slowly been reversed,
much more needs to be done to advance a gender-sensitive response to climate change. Three
imperatives stand out: women’s leadership, indigenous rights, and education.
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Climate justice requires women's leadership

Efforts to improve gender parity in climate governance have been ongoing for nearly a decade. In
2014, delegates to COP20 adopted the Lima Work Programme on Gender to encourage the inclusion
of more women in climate-change negotiations. But five years later, at COP25 in Madrid, 60 per
cent of government delegates and 73 per cent of heads and deputy heads of delegations were men.

This imbalance led to the adoption of the Enhanced Lima Work Programme and Action Plan on
Gender. Under the enhanced plan, the parties to global climate talks pledged to appoint and provide
support for national gender and climate-change focal points for climate negotiations, and for project
implementation and monitoring. Even so, from 2019 to 2021, women occupied only 33 per cent of
all leadership positions in climate-change negotiations and expert mechanisms.

But efforts to include women in these discussions continue. The final agreement issued at the close
of last November’s COP26 in Glasgow included gender equality and women'’s leadership as central
components of climate policy and action strategies. This represents clear recognition that the
transition to net-zero will be possible only through active citizenship, with women playing a vital
role.

Women are disproportionately affected by the climate crisis, but they are also important agents of
change. Giving women a seat at the decision-making table and using a gender lens to shape low-
carbon development strategies will go a long way toward making progress on efforts to mitigate and
adapt to climate change.

The transition to carbon neutrality requires a radical change in production systems and
consumption patterns across all sectors. Women must be part of the process to develop effective
policies. The task is daunting, but there are examples to follow.

Much more needs to be done to advance a gender-sensitive response to climate change. Three
imperatives stand out: women’s leadership, indigenous rights, and education.

Costa Rica, for one, has set a clear path toward net-zero carbon dioxide emissions. Since 2014, more
than 98 per cent of the energy generated in Costa Rica has come from renewable sources. And in
2021, the country was awarded the Earthshot Prize for its conservation model, according to which
local citizens are paid to preserve and restore natural ecosystems, including rainforests. Costa Rica’s
success can be attributed largely to the commitment of its citizens to sustainable development and
the involvement of indigenous and rural women in climate adaptation, knowledge production, and
efforts to strengthen resilience.

Indigenous and rural women in particular are the most vulnerable to climate change and
environmental degradation. The inclusion of these women in creating sustainable practices is thus
central to ensuring the effectiveness of climate-related decisions. Initiatives such as Club de
Madrid’s Shared Societies approach emphasise that indigenous communities have the right to be
involved in these discussions, and acknowledge that local communities are more likely to support
and implement conservation plans when they are fully invested in their development.

Education is also a crucial component of inclusive climate decision-making. In 2021, UNESCO called
for environmental education to be a core curriculum component in all countries by 2025. The Berlin
Declaration on Education for Sustainable Development states that environmental education must
be available to girls and boys alike from an early age to ensure that future generations have sufficient
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Climate justice requires women's leadership

knowledge to respond to climate change. Emphasising gender equality and non-discrimination in
access to climate knowledge and skills will boost the ability of young people to effect change.

The recent all-male “CEO lunch” convened at the Munich Security Conference shows that women
are still missing from the highest levels of global decision-making. Yet women’s leadership is needed
to respond effectively to shared global challenges. Without the active and meaningful participation
of women and girls in local, national, and global climate strategies, a carbon-neutral future will
remain out of reach.

Laura Chinchilla is the vice president of Club de Madrid, a forum of former world leaders of democratic
nations. She is a former president of Costa Rica. Maria Fernanda Espinosa is a member of
multilateralism and gender equality advocacy group, GWL Voices for Change and Inclusion. She is
also a fellow at Robert Bosch Academy, and was a former president of the UN General Assembly.

Source: https://www.eco-business.com/opinion/climate-justice-requires-womens-leadership/
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Tropical forests turn down the planet's heat by 1C, scientists

find

Forests should be valued not only for their role in curbing emissions and as a source of carbon
credits but also for the direct benefits they offer to communities, researchers say.

A fisherman rows his boat on a peatland river in the Kerumutan protected forest near Teluk Meranti village in
Pelalawan, Indonesia's Riau province, November 11, 2009. Image: REUTERS/ Beawiharta

Thomson Reuters Foundation
3 minute readMarch 25, 2022

Tropical forests cool the world by more than 1 degree Celsius, increase rainfall, and shield people
and crops from deadly heat, researchers said, showing the climate benefits of trees go beyond
sucking planet-warming carbon dioxide out of the air.

In a new study released on Thursday, they outlined different ways the Earth, its climate and its
inhabitants rely on forests.

As every tenth of a degree of warming fuels threats from extreme weather and rising seas, lead
author Deborah Lawrence said it is key to “acknowledge that tropical forests have a very
important role in maintaining temperatures at a safe level”.

Cutting down forests puts at risk the Paris climate accord’s goal of capping the rise in global
average temperatures at “well below” 2C and ideally 1.5C above pre-industrial times, as trees
absorb about a third of carbon emissions produced worldwide.
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Tropical forests turn down the planet's heat by 1C, scientists

find

The planet has already heated up by about 1.1C, bringing more extreme weather and higher sea
levels.

Besides cooling, forests - including in tropical countries like Indonesia, Malaysia, Brazil and the
Democratic Republic of Congo - also provide food and livelihoods, clean the air, support human
health and are an essential habitat for wildlife.

But in 2020, an area of tropical forest the size of the Netherlands was lost, according to monitoring
service Global Forest Watch.

During the hottest seasons, forests reflect sunlight back into space, absorb heat and release
moisture that cools the air and helps form clouds, creating rainfall and conditions that protect
local people and crops, the new study found.

Forests should be valued not only for their role in curbing emissions and as a source of carbon
credits but also for the direct benefits they offer to local communities, said Lawrence.

The University of Virginia professor, who first began researching forests on the island of Borneo,
called for more tree-planting initiatives in both urban and rural areas.

“Tropical forests are like a big insurance policy for the planet,” she said. “We give them up at our
peril. We need to keep these forests around.”

Danny Marks, assistant professor of environmental politics at Ireland’s Dublin City University who
did not contribute to the study, said healthy forests are vital to fighting climate change - both to
limit emissions and adapt to a warmer world.

More should be done to stop rising deforestation in its tracks, he said, including providing new
financing and placing a higher value on the services provided by forests.

Marks cited Costa Rica as a good example, where a tax on fossil fuels has enabled payments to
protect nature and forests.

Beyond capturing carbon, the list of benefits tropical forests offer is endless, said Damian Fleming
of green group WWF’s global forest practice.

Research shows forests can also lower blood pressure, reduce the risk of lung disease and improve
mental wellbeing, he said, adding the new study’s finding that tropical forests keep the planet 1C
cooler is “staggering”.

“That’s a significant feat, which proves how illogical it is that rainforests are one of the most
endangered habitats on Earth and most vulnerable to deforestation,” he added.

This story was published with permission from Thomson Reuters Foundation, the charitable arm of
Thomson Reuters, that covers humanitarian news, climate change, resilience, women'’s rights,
trafficking and property rights. Visit http://news.trust.org/climate.

Source: https://www.eco-business.com/news/tropical-forests-turn-down-the-planets-heat-by-ic-
scientists-find/
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Australia declares 'mass bleaching' at Great Barrier Reef

David Williams, Agence France-Presse
Posted at Mar 25 2022 05:58 PM

Tropical fish swim along the edges of a coral reef off Great Keppel Island, Queensland, Australia, on November 25,
2016. Dan Peled, EPA-EFE/file

Australia's spectacular Great Barrier Reef is suffering "mass bleaching" as corals lose their color
under the stress of warmer seas, authorities said Friday, in a blow widely blamed on climate change.

The world's largest coral reef system, stretching for more than 2,300 kilometers (1,400 miles) along
the northeast coast of Australia, is showing the harmful effects of the heat, said the Reef Authority.

Aerial surveys detected coral bleaching at multiple reefs across a large area of the system,
"confirming a mass bleaching event, the fourth since 2016," it said in a report.

The Great Barrier Reef, home to some 1,500 species of fish and 4,000 types of mollusc, was suffering
despite the cooling effect of the La Nina weather phenomenon, which is currently influencing
Australia's climate, the authority said.

The area, which comprises about 2,500 individual reefs and more than goo islands, suffers from
bleaching when corals expel algae living in their tissues, draining them of their vibrant colors.

Though bleached corals are under stress, they can still recover if conditions become more moderate,
the Reef Authority said.

"Weather patterns over the next couple of weeks continue to remain critical in determining the
overall extent and severity of coral bleaching across the Marine Park," it said.
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Australia declares 'mass bleaching' at Great Barrier Reef

The mass bleaching report emerged four days after the United Nations began a monitoring mission
to assess whether the World Heritage site is being protected from climate change.

- 'Ghostly white coral' -

UNESCO's mission is to assess whether the Australian government is doing enough to address
threats to the Great Barrier Reef -- including climate change -- before the World Heritage
Committee considers listing it as "in danger” in June.

"The beloved, vibrant colors of the Great Barrier Reef are being replaced by ghostly white coral,”
said Greenpeace Australia climate impact activist Martin Zavan.

He pressed the government to show the damaged areas to the UN mission now inspecting the reef
rather than the picturesque areas that have been untouched.

"If the government is genuine about letting the UN mission form a comprehensive picture of the
state of the Reef, then it must take the mission to the northern and central Reef," Zavan said.

"Here, corals are being cooked by temperatures up to four degrees above average, which is
particularly alarming during a La Nina year when ocean temperatures are cooler."

The World Heritage Committee's decision to not list the Great Barrier Reef as being in danger last
July surprised many, given UNESCO had recommended the listing weeks earlier.

When the UN previously threatened to downgrade the reef's World Heritage listing in 2015,
Australia created a "Reef 2050" plan and poured billions of dollars into protection.

Amanda McKenzie, chief executive of Australian climate action body the Climate Council, said the
world's oceans reached record high temperatures last year.

"Unfortunately, as more severe bleaching is reported across our beloved Great Barrier Reef, we can
see these devastating events are becoming more common under the continuing high rate of
greenhouse gas emissions," she said.

"To give our Reef a fighting chance, we must deal with the number one problem: climate change.
No amount of funding will stop these bleaching events unless we drive down our emissions this
decade.”

'No safe limit'

Researchers last month warned coral reefs that anchor a quarter of marine wildlife and the
livelihoods of more than half-a-billion people will most likely be wiped out even if global warming
is capped within Paris Agreement climate goals.

An average increase of 1.5 degrees Celsius above pre-industrial levels would see more than 99
percent of the world's coral reefs unable to recover from increasingly frequent marine heatwaves,
they reported in the journal PLOS Climate.

At two degrees of warming, mortality will be 100 percent, according to the study, which used a new
generation of climate models.
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Australia declares 'mass bleaching' at Great Barrier Reef

"The stark reality is that there is no safe limit of global warming for coral reefs," lead author Adele
Dixon, a researcher at the University of Leeds' School of Biology, told AFP.

"1.5C is still too much warming for the ecosystems on the frontline of climate change."

The 2015 Paris Agreement enjoins nearly 200 nations to keep global heating "well below" 2C.

Source: https://www.facebook.com/27254475167/posts/10160201606585168/?app=fbl
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Practice ‘environment
stewardship'— DENR

By FAITH ARGOSIND

The Department of Envi-
ronment and Natural Resources
@ENR‘} urged the public to prac-
tice “environmental stewardship”
by going beyond the traditional
hour-long switching off of lights
as the world observes Carth Day
today, March 26,
 DENR Acting Secretary »>8

Practice 'environment... 1«

Jim 0. Sampulna cnzouraged the
public to juin the Earth Hour event by
switching off their computers, tele-
vision sets, air conditioning units,
and non-essential lights from §:30
p-m. to 9:30 p.r.
“Apart [rom safeguarding our-
selves from the COVID-19 virus
| under the new normal, let us also
create a norm that puts our plangt
end, ultimately, our people first.
Sustainahility should zlready be a
lifestyle and a common goal for each
Filipine,” Sampulna said.

Pricr to this, Sampulna revealed
that the mational government has
pledged to the United Nations Frame-
work Convention on Climnale Change
a projected greenhouse gas emissions
| reduction by 75 percent (2.71 percent

unconditional, 72.29 percent condi-

tional) from 2020 to 2030,

He added that the government

_would only obtain this goal with the
public's help. '

To alleviate the effects of climate

change, Sampulna vowed to inten-

| sify enforcement of the Ecological

Solid Wasre Management Act of
2000, Philippine Clean Air Act of
1999, and Philippine Clean Water
Act of 2004,

Moreover, Sampulna said

the agency is also committed to

strengthen its National Greening
Program while protecting #.7 million
hectares of forests and conserving
the biodiversity of terrestrial and
marine ecosystems.

UClimate change is na longer a
foreign term for all of us. With all
the typhoons and disasters we have
experienced in the past, I'nope that
Filipines are already coascious and
responsible towards taking care of
the environment,"” Sampulna said.

“ppart Mo these, individuals
can contribute te saving the planet
by eating more sustainably, not
wasting food, reducing plastic usage,
being energy-efficient, being a con-
sclous consumer, Leing supportive
of the government's environmental
programs, and being environmental
ambassadors in their sphere of in-
fluenee," he added.
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website says: ‘Every
year, at 8:30 pm on
the last Saturday of
March, supporters in
over 190 countries
and territories unite,
taking action on and
raising awareness of
the issues facing our
one home’

BY MIEAZLA KRISTINA
ACIDO-MUEGA
Contrdtor
he goal of the annual
Earth Hour — or the

switehing off of lights -

for 60 minutes staxting
al 830 ., to be observed this
year on 26 March — is (o raise
awareness of the need fo take
care of the environment for
humanity’s survival.

The youth have a major role to
play in helping save and preserve
our surroundings. We need to be
part of every Earth Hour
corversation.

As the earthfinurorg
website says: “Every vear, al
8:30 pm om the last Saturday
of March, Supporters in over
1901 conniries and termitories
unite, taking action on and
raising awareness of the
isnes facing our one home.

“But Earth Hour is more
than just an hour for Earch
— II's a movement for our
own futurs, for the benefit of
people and the planet,

“And it's not only a
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symbol of solidarity — it’s a c&lal;.al for change, harnessing the

power of the crowd 5

Talking to others about the worrisorne state of the environment
will allowus to get closer to nature and see how we can protect it.

Social media can amplify the efforts and enable us W reach out
to each other and discuss lessons learned from years of apathy; if
nol. ignorance, of the importance of caring for the planet.

For instance, throwing rrash in the bin, recycling old possessions,
and planting more trees are simple things we can do to minimize

the damage people have caused the earth.

Watdmvg documentaries on Mother Nalure and Lhe mle of Tile
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Readingup on ewlugiml
will be beneficial to our
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The DoE

highly
encourages
everyone to
participate in
this year’s Earth
Hour. In just

60 minutes, we §

would already.
be able to make
a significant
coniribution to
oumountrv s

ﬁ‘ energy

efflc;ency-and

. SHAPE OUR FUTUREY,

save f“‘“l‘e —Cusi_

;-BIMAB!&ROLERO i p . to 9-30 pa.

@ribuswp e

The world is changing, and its natural
resources arc slowly depletmg. Hengce,
there has been an aggressive push to

manage energy usage ta limit people’s

impact an the enyironment,
The Department of Energy (DeE), for
instance, targets to lower the amount of

~energy the country uses, gtarting with the

government agenciss, to slow down fuel
reduction and clean up the. environment,
On. Fridgy the energy department

reiterated its support for the World Wide

Funi fdmkalme Philippine Earth Hour

| the theme, “*CONNECIZEARTH
 this year's Earth
Hour is on Saturday, 26 Ma,rch from 830

“Bveryong s inviled (0 Le a part of
Barth Hour 2022 by switching off all
non-essential lighis for the night, When

* we connect with the earth, we cun help
shape our future,” hnerg\ Secratary

Alfonso Cusi said.

*The Dob h;ghlzr SNEOUrages everyone
to participate in thiz rear’s Barth Hour,
In just 60 minuies, we would already be

~able : to. nmkc 0% sxgmﬁcanc confribution
th our eﬂuntw’s&nerg} efficiency and
 conservation eﬂdrts, Energy Sccretary

Alfonso Ctm said,
d that Earth Hour also serves

a8 an “opportune remlnder of how simple
- practices conld have 4 great impaect on

émum&a br;gdaﬂum for our eountry,”
Earth Hour 2022 will be eclebrated viaa
digxtal un.the-nmht doubling, which would

NOE. CEL SVAGENGE W&SSE

DANCERS walk glong a road before an Eam Hour observance in Makati, the financial district o¢
Manila. Millions of people are ‘expected to switch off their ligts for Earth Hour on 26 March 2022, i1 2

;WH PAGF QANNER  SDTOHAL CARTOON

03-26-22

global effort to ralse awareness aoout climate change. Snce it bagan in Sydney in 2007, Earth Hour

has grown to become what environmental groups say is the world's largest demonstration of support

for action on carban polluton. .

serve as an avenue to comrmunicate the
urgent need for world leaders {0 come up
with a new glabal action plan for nature In
the coming deeade.

The DoE, asthe lead implementing agengy

of the Energy Efficiency and Qomgmtm
Act, continues to promote practices and
measures that would not eonly reduce
energy consumption but would also address
envuumnental coneerns.  Turn to page 14



SIRATECIC

COMMINKATION UPFER PAGLY EAHVER  EDITORAIAL  CARIOON
AND STORY  sioay

INITIATIVES TAGE LOWER

SERVICT

_;ﬁipglﬁrZ?,




STRATEGIC

COMMUNICATION

A NI
w Sgrvicr

e

I\ll’l-\TlVl"

LR

MANILAZ SBULLETIN ]

THE NATION'S LEADING NEWSPAPER

raGE

UPFER

PAGE
S1OFY

JANHER
STCRY

Lower

08-26-22

oAl CAXICON

DATE

DOE seeks hlgher participation
by PH in this year’s ‘Earth Hour’

By MYRNA M. VELASEO

The Department of Energy (DOE)
is encouraging consumers Lo turn
off their lights for an hour fram 8:30
pm to 9:30 pm in observance of the
"Earth Houur' vn Saturday, March 28,

The energy department is col-
lahorating with World Wide Fund
for Nature {WWE)-PLilippines for
the "Carth Hour!" campaign to raise
the aware:iess uf Filipino consumers
on the significance of conservingthe
environment, while they also con-
tinuously use energy resources Lo
power homes and businesses.

Last year, the "Earlh Hour'" was
parncxpatea in by 192 countrics and
territories, including the Philippines.
Celebrations had beer mainly done

- via virtual platforms because of the

niggling pandermic.

Energy Secretary Alfonsa G. Cusi
sounded off that “the DOE highly
encourages everyone ro participate
in this year's Earth Hour. In just 60
minutes, we would already be able
to make significant contribution to

our country's energy efficiency and
conscrvation efferts.”

In 2021, the department logged
more tham 73 megawatts of electric-
ity dernand reduction when Filipino
housenolds as well as commercial
cstablishments and other entities
had to put off lights for the Earth
Hour - and the biggest demand cut
was registered by Visayas grid at
53.34 megawatts; followed by Lu-
zan with 10.6MW demand drop; and
then Mindanao with usage decline
of g.o7MW.

The government has been inten-
sifying its plea for Filipino consum-
ers to make a conscious choice of
pursuing energy-efficient lifestyles;
especially s since the country - pri-
marily Luzon grid — still continues
to wade through ‘thin power supply’
predicaments.

According to e energy chief, the
Earth Hour "serves as an opportuns
reminder of how simple practiucs
could have a great impacton cnsurm
a brighter future for our country,”

Fur this, year, thie Farth Hour

celebration will still be car~
ried aut digitally with *on-
the-night doubling, whick
would serve as an avenue
to communicate the urgent
need for world leaders to
cnme up with a new global
action plan for nature in the
coming decades."

Relative to DOE’s man-
date and mission, it will
also be utilizing this ap-
partunity “to promote
practices and measures
that would not only reduce
energy consumption, but
would also address envi-
ronmental concerns.”

Cusi stressed that an
nour reflect on how Fili-
pinos could judiciously
manage electricity con-
sumpticn by turning off
non-essential lighls will
enable them to ‘‘connect
with the earth,” and via
thatinitiative, *we are able
to help shape cur future.”
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Tonight, at 8:30 pun.. Lake
tizne to switch off the lights
ab hiome or in the office. to

celebrate Karth Hour, and.

join supporters o this niove
wient in ovar 160 countries. -

Earta [Taur, which started
in 2007 and organized by
WW= (World Wide Fund for
Nature), has hecame a sym-
hel of hope and a deniorstra-

Lian of eollective actinn to
raise awaren2ss on tha asues
fucing our planet. tore than
just the fact Lhat we feel ang
with the global communily,
the action is a re:ninder that
individual actions, namatter
how seetingly small, can
have an effect on change.

“Shape our future" is the
theme for larth Hour 2022
— because doing things to
reduce our carbon footprint
v inspive others to do Lhe
same, and thus help save our
home planet. Earth floear, in
anly 15 years sinee it was ini-
tiatad, has become a "move-
ment far our own fulures,
for ihz benelit of people and
plane.”

“And it's not only a svmbol
of solidarity  it's a catalyst
for change, harnessing the
power ol the crowd.” declares
"Juin us for Barth Hour' page
at viww.earthhoar.org.

Swi-gfit g_h

‘The movemen:, starled
in Sydaey, Ausrralia has
grown nto a worldwide ue-
tion suppuiled by millions
cf peaple wha have in:Liated
action fur the environment
through legisialive tharges.
It continues Lo nspire more
supparters ug it sterts with
asitple act of switching off
the lights in one's home or
office for an houy on the list
Saturday of March.
Aepovding to the Harth
Hour movemen: website,
‘people around the world
have eome Logether every
Earth Hour to suport efforts
to tackle climate change
And. together, we have creat:
ed a powerful movement that
dwiped dzliver sirong global
commiliments to tackling
this threat, Climalz change
seains a big chiallenge for
asall. .
*Hulanother urgent fﬁea:
now demands vur sttention:
the staggering loss of bio-

Hour today endeavors to
spark glubal cenversations
nn prafecting nature not
only because iL is our stron-
gest ally augainst the climate
erisiy, bl wlso heaose of 1ts
Nportance i ensuring our
awn health, happiness, pros-

perity, and ever: survival

=

Coineidentally. the thicd
day of -his month was Worlc
wildlile Day, which Lighlight-
ed the invalnahle conleibu-
tion of Fauna and flora across
the world and their rolc in
ecosystems and i bailding

a healthy biodiversity. €li-

mate change does not anly
affect us as it is the greatest
threatl to wildlife. Because
of climate change, intense
storms destroy the habizal of
all aaimals, from land Lo sea.
Because of climule change,
high temperatures result in
peezn acicification cansing

the hicaching of coral reefs,

With warmer walers, veean
currents chiange and alter
migration palleras. The dire
effects go on and an. and if

 we don't do anything to ad-

dress climate change, it will
be too late Lo keeo e planet
healthy and ready for the
next generation.

- For trnight - at 83C pom.
- start your cenunitment. to
tackling climale change and
other environmental 13sues
by the simple act of switch-
ing off ypur lights, Start also
by locking into supporting
organizations that esnserye
and protect our planet. We
all Toust hidp hevause in the
end, we only have one home
fo keep.
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Switch off the lights

for the planet

onight, at 8:30 p.m., take rime to switch
off the lights at home or in (he uffice, to
celebrate Earth Hour, and join supporters
of this movement in over 190 countries.
Earth Hour, which started in 2007 and organized
by WWE (World Wicde Fund for Nature), has become
a symbel of hope and a demonstration of colleclive
action te raise awareness on the issues facing our
planet. More than just the fact thal we feel one with
the global comrmunily, the action is a reminder that
individual actions, no matter how scemingly small,
can have an effecl. on change.
“Shape our future” is the theme for Earth Hour
2022 — because doing things to reduce our carbon

footprint can inspire others ta do the same, and

thus help save our home planet. Earth Hourdn
only 15 years sihce it was initiated. has become a
“movement for our own futures, for the benefit of
people and planet.”

“and it's not only a symbnl of solidarity — it’s
a catalyst for change, harnessing the power of the
crowd," declaces “Join us for Earth Hour™ page at
www.earthhour.org.

The movement, started in Sydney, Australia,
has grown into a worldwide action supported by
millions of people who have initiated action for the
environment through legislative changes. It con-
tinues to inspire more supporters as it starts with a
simple aet of switching off the lights in one’s home
or office far an hour on the 1ast Saturday of March.

According to the Earth Honr movement website,
“people around the world have come together ev-

ery Earth Hour to support efforts to tackle climate

change. And, together, we have created a powerful
movement that helped deliver strong global com-
mitments to tackling this threat. Climate change
remains a big challenge for us all. ;
“But another urgent rhreat now demands aur
attenczion: the staggering loss of biodiversity and
uature, Farth Hour today endeavors to spark global
conversations on protecting natlirs not only because
itis our strongest ally against the climate crisis, but.
also becanse of its importance in ensurmg,our oOWn
health, happiness, prosperity, and ever survival.”
Coincidentally. the third day of this month was
World Wildlife Day, which highlighted the invalu-
able contnbutmn of faina and flora across the
world and their rale in gcosystems and in building a

heslthy bxodmersny Glimate change does riot only

affect us as it is the greatest threat to wildlife. Bo-
cause of climate change, intense storms destroy the
habitat of all amimals, from land to sea. Because of
climate change, high temperatures result in ocean
acidification causing the bleaching of coral recfs.
With warmer waters, ocean currents change and
alter migration patterns, The dire effects go on and
on. And if we don’t do anything to address climate
change, it will be toe late to keep the planet healthy
and ready for the next generation.

For tonight — at 8:30 p.m. - stact your com-
mitment to tackling climate change and other en-
vironmental issues by the simple act of switching
off your lights. Start also by looking into supperting
organizations that conserve and protect our planet,
We all must help because i the end, we unly have
one home to keep. “




THE PHILIPPINE

future pandemics?"” Katherine
Custodio, WWE-Philippines
executive diractor, said.
* Barth Hour, one of the larg-
- est global grassroots move-
* ments for the environment,
© will virtually bring together

illions of people, businesses
- and deaders from around the

‘world to speak up for nature.

- WWE-Philippines is invit-
ing Filipinos to turn off their
lights during the annual cel-
ebration of Earth Hour at 8:30
pm. loeal time, as a symbol of
abroader commitment toward
the planet. This global ccl-
ebration stasted as a symbolic
‘event in Sydney, Australie in
2007 and has grown into one
_ ofthe world's larges: environ-
mental moverents spanning
7,000.clties and 193 countries
and territories.

——k

list in the global sphere
ard in the national agenda.

¢ yeant people fo lend their
vm as we're shaping our
future and, hopetfully, we’ll
he changing the ending for
the positive — for both people
and the planet,” Angela Ibay,
climate and energy program
head of WWF-Philippines,
said.

This year's Barth Hour also
takes place at a particularly
erucial time as it calls for in-
creased ambition and urgent
action to halt and reverse

nature loss by 2030. It also .

takes place before the UN
Convention on Biological Di-
versity (CBD) COP15, initially
scheduled for April 25 to May
3, where leaders from around
the world will gather to decide
on anew global action plan for

_ nature for the coming decade.

the environment, which then
contributes to biodiversity 1oss
and ¢limate change.

Ibay added, “While CO-
VTD-19 has prevented peotillc
from interacting inperson, this
has been an ppportunity to
connect to millions of pecple
in digital spaccs and enpage
with decision-making institu-
tions to securs a new deal for
nahare with the aim of halting
the loss of biodiversity by the
end of the decade.”

WWF said the Philippines
has eamed the distinction vf
beiny an “Earth Hour Hero
Country” by consistertly reg-
istering the most numbes of
participating towns and cities
since it first joined the gvent

in 2009.
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Earth Hour:
e ‘ .
| Cons -fmgmupmnd YA La by b
Videffund for Nature (WIWF) ¥ t 3
said the observance of Earth . a are e s
P}%ur tonight will highlight | <Rl e :
the need for Filipinos to be : ' ¢ ¢ o t '
decisive in the coming May eth ro nmen
elections. . 2 VRS 3 ? :
WWE said the “lights off” 43 l 822419 C ¢
activity can be used as a plat- N 28 a orms 3 -
form for inspiring collective - AR,
action for the environment by L = =
raising awareness on key is- e ‘
suerﬂﬁbt everyong, especialy b prRbionita Y LLANElEV'A
the country’s leaders, should . o .
address effectively. ! @Custodio added “4s h- WWTD dims to build a
' The group noted, “The  Manity's unsustairable de- o1 oyadgwell of actions and
Farth Hour activity this year | Mands on the natural wodd ;00 on masse, including on
comes at a time when gver | @1¢eading toclimate break- ¢ nows, to pus pressuse on
57 million Filiping votea are ~ aown, hahitat loes and, de-  Uorld Teaders in the build-up
about to choose a new set of  cine of wildlife, Barth Hour /gy cOPIS,
leaders who will set the tone -~ 15 celebrated every year on At the same time, Earth
- aHid dsfine how the country e last Saturday of March 7. 5092 also puts forward
:vm resgo i to the dual chal- i‘;’ d:iggflgm?; qtt? in -7':; a broader call to action for in-
enge of climate change and s dividpals to stop toward living
h'i;idiversjty loss in the next &u‘etake ﬁbﬁfzﬁl ;:dkm fg; sustainably and for Lﬁgpgniﬂe;
123 5 m_ . i ) R e t S Y, 2 . v
lx'?lfis for the FthIROV&QIS of this mb\"cmeng ]_ws an lg-,: Z?ldeg(?:::{:?: ennftﬁ)m_pgsig\ré
for the sake of pur children, to 1§ bryond the Hour? = yghiat M&'em fatnre
lctourleadersknow thatnature ~ 3°8ONS people cando “ﬁ@?the For a decade su{ciléﬁ e
isimporfanttoyousothatitwill == - — ception back in 2007, Earth
be important to them. Speak  lights go back on.” Hour focused on building
outaboutissues of heeaviron- — “Fhrough Earth Hour, we awareness of climate chanf.
+ ment and ask, “what is your . want foengage over a billion From 2018, the focus of the
5\12_11 to secure the food we eat, peap’le worldwide, and en- movement pivoted to include
e water we drink, the air we  gage decision makers whether bath climate and nature as
brcafljc? qu will you protect  in business, institutions and their interconnectvity became
thg ewosystems that give us a  governments, Lo moye the more evident, wx_th humarn
cl“anoe of bouncing back from  agenda of nature up the pri- activity causing direct niega-
climate disasters and lo prevent tive impacts ou nature and
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Malls go dark for

environment

Campaign
focuses on

'3M Supermalls, through its corporate
social responsibility arm SM Cares, i3
again joining the world in obseryving
Earth llour, with this year's thems
"Shape Our Future," as parl of the
company's sustaunabm(y efforts.

The campaign focuses on how the

country can work together in halting and-

reversing climate change and nature loss
by 2030.

want to inspire people to-action and
tell them thal no matter how small their
contribution is, it will go a long way if we
work together," Engr. Liza Silerio, SM’s.
vice president for corporate complisnce
and head ol sustainability, said.

Nature agenda
“‘I‘hrough Earth Hour, we wanl to
engage over a billion people warldwide

how the Earth Hour is an annual campaign and engage deeision-makers whether in
country can launched in 2007 that encourages the business, institutions, and governmens,
work together turning off of non essential power use to move the agenda of nature up the
in halting as part of energy conservation efforls priority list in the global sphere and in
and reversing for the planet. Since its first observance the national agenda. We want pevple
EliEiate in the Philippines in 2008, SM has joined  to lend their voices as we 're shaping

h d the campaign every year, being one ofthe our futurc," she added.
~change and gyt in the private sector to suppartit. _ Hopefully, we'll be changing Lhe
nature |‘§;3‘:}Y This year, SM will continue to promote  ending for the positivefor both people

the campaign by being one of the official
partners of World Wildlife Fund (WWF)
for the Earth Hour Virtual Run, to be
held from 26 March to 22 April. Aside
from this, all SM mails will be joining
the light switch-off on 26 March from
8:30 p.m. to 9 p.m.

"SM is proud to have been suppomng
Rarth Hour throughout the last 14
years. Every year, we partake in this
yery Important movement because we

and the planet,” laswyer Angela Ibay,
climate and energy program head of
WWE-Philippines, said.

Aside from joining the campaign
every vear., SM has been active in
environmental protection in many ways.
For instance, all SM malls are equipped
with energy and water conservation
facilities. The company also regularly
joins tree planting activities, and has
waste management initiatives such ag

PHOTOBRAPH COURTESY OF SM SUPERMALLS =

ROOFTOP cf SM City Tuguegarao Downtown i a
showease of the group's renewable erergy shift.
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Trashto-Cash, e waste and used aecid
lead batteries collection programs, and
the plastic waste collection program with
the Plastie Credit Exchangs. .

SM has also been investing more
in renewable energy. Eight malls in
the country and three in China are
now equipped with solar
panels, with more to followy ——
in the coming months. SM
also pledged to increase its
use of renewable energy Lo
50 pereent of its overall
energy usage by vear-cnd.

Awareness drive

SM's other sustainability
initiatives include the
annual Green Film Festival,
promoting environmental
awareness among students
and the youth through
films; the AweSMSeas
project, promoting
Awareness on the negative
impaet of plastic waste
on scas and oceans;
and the International
Coastal Cleanup joined by
thousands of volunteers
‘every yedr, to name a few.

SM Caresis the corporate
social responsibility arm
of SM Prime Heoldings,
supporting initiatives that
focus on communities
and the environment. In
addition to its programs
on the environment, SM
Cares' advocacies inelude
prografms on women and
breastfeeding mothers,
persons with disabilities,
senior citizens, children and
youth, and the Bike-Friendly

* SM Program.
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SMC pushes ‘safe, reliable,
sustainable’ Parex

Motorists, public transport, cyclists to be accommodated, says Ramon Ang

By Tyrone Jasper €. Plad
@TyronePiad

San Miguel Corp. (SMC) saic on
Friday the 1g9.27-kilometer Pa-
sig River Expressway (Parex) is
a“safe, reliable and sustainable
infrascructure™ thal can benefit
motorists, public transport, cy-
clists and pedestrians amid op-
position from advecacy groups
over environmental concerns.
“In all our major iufrastruc-
ture projects, we always take
inte consideration the efects

nn the environment, putting

greater ermphasis on how we
can build the infrastructure
while aL the same time pre-
serve or enhance the environ-
ment,” SMC prasident and CEQ
Ramon Ang said in a statement.
+ He added that the conglom-
erate engages "all stakeholders
and in particular, partner with
lacal communities to ensure
envircnmental measures and
mitigalions are successful for
the long-term,”
This, as Move As One Coali-
tion questinned how thorough
was the project’s environmen-

Palafox Associates’ Parex design study showing dedicated

bus, pedestrian and bicycle lanes. —~coNTRiIBUTED PHETO

tal impact assessment (ELA).
“If the EIA is undertaken
correctly and comprehensive-
ly. the EIA will shosv that the
damage from Parcx significant-
ly outweighs its quesiivnable
and likely small benefits,” the
group said in a statement,

Incorporated sustainability
To ensure that sustainabil-
ity is incorporated in the de-
sign, Ang said architect Felino
Palafox Jr, a renowned urban
planner and green architect, is
onhoard with the project.

“For many decaces we have
been emphasizing gresn archi-
tecture and green urbanism in
our projects in the Philippines
and abroad. For the Patrex proj-
ect, our approach will be the
same, we are designing not just
infrastructure, but an urban
landscape,” Palafox said.

The architect said that it
is their goal to “seamlessly”
incorporate green modes of
transpottation, including pe-
destrian pathways and bicycle
highways, into Parex.

“We belleve that if done

right and in line with sustain-
abilityr and green architecture
principles, Parex will be a mod-
el road infrastnicture rhat fur-
ther democratizes the benefits
and convenience of infraslruc-
ture,” he added.

Meanwhile, &ng reported
that the copglomerate's Pasig
River clean-up imitiative has
collected 295,260 wetric tons
of silt and solid waste since last
year.

It has a targel daily output
of at least 2,000 MT of waste
which can total to 600,000 MT
every year,

*The government, led by
the Department of Environ-
ment and Natural Resources,
has done at: excellent job in
rehabilitating the Pasig River
in recent years. We are helping
take these efforts to next level,
by deepening and widening the
river, Lo enable it to carry more
floodwaters, especially during
rainy season,” he said .

Ang said SMC hopes this
initiative will mitigate “suvere”
fooding that has burdened cit-
tes near the Pasig River. ino
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SMC reaffirms commitment

to build PAREX

SAN Miguel Corporation
(SMIC) has reaffirmed 1S
commilineant lo build the
Pasig River Exprossway
(P:\&KJ asa . reliable
and sustaieable infrastruc-
ture acial for an inclusive
recovery and growth be-
yond the pandemic.

SMC Presideat and
CEOQ Ramon 5. Ang said
that building the 19.37-ki-
lompter mu& thik will Hnk
ihe pastern and western
sections of Metvo Manile—
from Rizal provinoe to the
City of Manila—wiil com-
plement its 12 billion, five-
year rehabilitation effort for
the historic tributary that
already started in [uly last
year to mitpake #s impact
on the environmert.

“In all cur major infra-
siructure projects, we al-
ways take inio consider-
ation L effacts o theenvi-
ronment, pulting gicater
emphasis an how we can
build the infrastructure
while at the same tune pre-
sarve or enhance the envi-
ronment. We engage all
stakcholders and ﬁ'a.ruo
ular, parmerwithlocal com-
munitics to cnsure enyiron-
menial measures and mit-

iﬁ:ﬁons are sucessful for

kxﬁbfrm” r s,

PAREX will be a hybrid
infrastructure that can be
used by motorists, public
transport, eyclists, and
redes.rians, o father en-
ranceaccessibility and traf-
fie devangestinn, whils an-
vouraging multiple modes
of transpostion. Its desim
will also inzorporate green
architecture principies.

An banad thiat e cown:
Lry'3 top urban planner end

wn architect, Arch. Teling
E;:n” Palaﬁ)xt}r., through
his fihrm‘, Palaiox Asm
ates, bas signed or to
with e ststainable design
for the project, ;

“We share the vision ol
SMC and Me, Ramon S
Ang dor sustainable infra-
structure. For many de-
cades we have been em-
phasizing green architec-
ture and gieen urbamsm i
our projcts i the Phili

incs and abecad. For the
AREX project, our aps
proach willbe the same, we

are desigrung not just infra-
structure, butan urbarn -
scape, We are promoting
sustainability through ar-
chetectore, with a holistic
vigion,” said Paldox,
_“Mr. Ang already has so
. good ideas, including
meorporating Freci moces
of tranapoetation. Ourjob is
make sure these idens—pe-

deatrian pathways, bicycle.

fant-
ing strip, public transpork,

are integrated seamlessly mio
the PAREX" he added
“We believe if deme
righi and in line with sustain-
ability and architecture
principles, the PARTX will be
a medel wad nfastructure
that further demncratizes the
benefits and convenience of
infrastruchure, These are the
types ofinfrastructure we il
need in the future—adapt-
ablein e growingand ciang-

ing necdz of ourpeople,” Ang
said.
lans to

highways, landscaped p.

Tle also toated
pul up a Bus Rapid Iransit
on the PAREX and the exist-
Skyway system, which
will interconnect, complet-
ing the north-t-south and
east-to-west connection
throughout Metro Mania.

Thisg, he said, will enable
faster, more reliable, safer,
comfortable and affordable
commutes for sany Tilipi-
nes. Ang said that with this,
peoplewill spead fesser tinme
spent stand-svill traffic.
which exacerbates pollution

Meanwhile, the chief ax-
ecutive re hat its on-
going Pasig River clean-up
mitiative has alse ready
vielded some 295260 met-
giv tons of sl and solid
waske since it started mid-
dl of lask year.

SMC mamtains its tar

t daily output of at least

metric tons of waste,
10 meet the monthly iargel
of at least 50000 metric tans.
for a tcta: of GIOH0) metric
tonz extracted every vesr.

Ang said #at the cam-
peny’s ongoing rehabalita-
tion effort is in rasponse to
government’s call for the
prvale sector to help clean
mugjer tributasies in line with
Manila Bay rehabilitation
project that began in 2019,

‘The goyernment. led by,

iy

- 7
aie

" A B %
Daszign study from Palafox Associates for an slevated
expressway along the Pasig River, incorperating dedi-
cated bus lanes and pedestrian and bicycle lanes.

the Depariment of Enwi-
ronment and Natural Re-
gources, has done an excel-
lent jub in rehabilituting e
Tasiz River in tecent years,
We are helping take’ these
efforts tonextlevel. by deeas
ening and widening the riv-
er, to enable it Lo carey more
floodwaters, especially
during rainy
Thrugh Lhis, we will re-
duce maidences of suvere
flooding that has affected
many ctics located near
the l};sig River,” he added.

Ang emphasized: “Re-
habilitating the river douvs
nct only involve dredging
and rernoving visible wastes
especially plastics that even-
t\mllj&goboﬂwseu. Ttisonly
part of the solution. What is
needed isa more a holistic
approach, which will in-
valve building a sewage

‘system that wauld prevent

it from being G durping
area of industral ard solid
wastes,”

“We ara cammitted
clean the Pasig River and we
are happy that mere and
more leseeits value. In

articulay, NYK of Japan

s joined vur effucls ad

cemmitied §1.2 milion
worth of equipmentand we
expect the equipment to
arrive by April,” said.

Ang seid that as of now,
two shallow partions of e
river are the primary focus,
These are the mouth of tiv-
er near the Manila Bay, and
the area at the Marikina
River junction.

“We're also pricrilizing,
the Mazikinz River junction
as this section acts as sort
of. a bottleneck, where wa-
o= flowing from the Mariki-
n& river is restricted , there-

_fore bacoming a partial

-
sustainably
Nt «v-l : g =11 “‘f

SeasoIL.

3

cause of the massive fload- |
ing N aneas upsiream of the
Iy Bkma rivs-r,l" ﬁl.
redging Qe Marikina
River ai%lo% can also

reduca the peak svater flosws
that nprmally go into the
Jaguna Leke through the

M atan Flaodivay, and
educe flooding experi-
enced by many lakeside
wiwns in Rizal and Laguna
provinces, Ang caid.

A.nlg that thus far,
SMC fas made sigrificant
progress i degpening por-.

ons of the Pasig River, par-
ticulasly sectons of the nver
in Pandacan/Sta.Mesa,
Patw/San Miguel area, Au-
cording to hydiographic or
depth survers before and
after dredging, sections that
only measure taa to three
metersindepthare now more
than five to six meters deep.

“We are confident that
i the comiog miny sea-
sons, the increased capaci-
ty of the rivar will reduce
ﬂmdin% in many areas in
Pasig, Makati, Manclaluy-
ong, and Manila, And if
ever these will be flooding,
Jt"¢an quickly subsids In
just a few hours,” A suid,

“This waa our experi-
encain the angoing Tullahan
Riverrehabilitation. To date,
our exiraciion output there

has reached 825,142 metric
tons and with moce person-
nel anud eqisipment, sy ex-
peet to hit the one-midlion
mark befere or by June this
year, According (o feedback
fromlocal government wits,
includinf, Valenzacla,
flooding has subsided fast-
er then wsual in their
areas“said Ang about the
P1-bilkon Tullahan River
rehabilitation effort that

| started in June wWx.
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Batangas joins World Water Day celebraﬂon

BATANCAS — The pra-
vincial government of Ba-
tangas, through the Pro-
vincial Government Fn-
vironment and Natural
Resources Office (PGEN-
RO), has joined in the
celebration uf “World
Water Day,” held in
March cach year o raise
awareness among the
people about the impor-
tance of proper use, man-
a ement, and protection
waters and oceans,
‘The thueme of this year's
festival is “Groundwaler-
Makhu,memxdmb.evm'blc.
gaﬂ f the manitop-
ing and assessment of ma-
rine -

(MPsis),

aredas
lher%GENRO Ba- b

By JOJO CESAR MAGSOMBOL

langds Environment Tab.
oratory conducted water
samplirg and cne-site |es|-
g or selected parnme-
ters in 34 MPAc from 13
coastal cities and fowns.
such as Batangas City,
Bauan, San [,uis, ann

Lemery, Calatagan, Faal.

Nasu Swlt?.%an Lobo

Mabini, and Ting 'ln'
arc]

the enfire maonth of
2022,

It axmgl ‘;o est‘ghsh
water gqua monitoring
data a:'ll(lil trending analy-
sis, assess the extenf of
pollution caused by hu-
nan setivilies and climate
dmgtge i the water jqual-

with the lerms of the lupl

’Bauan followed b

MPAsin'ancardarve

of water pollist on and- fhe
campliande of watar 3ualt
with the Ceneral Guidelines
on Ambient Wawmr ir accor-
dance i DAC 2N6-08, and
xd?uhfy and moniter possible
source: and routes of pollut-
arts or contaminafion,

The first warer samples
were taken an Merch 1, a*San
Pablo de Bauan MPA from
San Luis

MFPA), Lizn (3 MPAs),

¥ (2 NMPPAs), Caatapan

(n MPAs), Taal (1 MPa),

.'m hu (8 MPAz), and Lobo,

As} assist the Munici-

pal OIﬁne of Natural Resonire-

es anxd Environment, Munici-

palufhce of Agncw(un} and
Cuast Guard.

‘}amplmg, will cuntinue in

Baargas City 14 MPAs), San
]uan ‘11 MI‘AG), Mabini i (4),

and Tingloy (2 MPA)
until March 31,

Waler :,amploc will be

analyzed for dissolved ox-
gen, fecal coliforms, ni-
ate, pH, phosphate, lem-
2¢rature, 0il and arease,
and lald suspended ol
W The results, 20 Jigys
after samp! mg,wz.llb« sent
to towns for their infor
mation whickh will be the
b?su. for planning and im-

Fmenhn rograms la
g\alntain _stgndmd wa-
ter qualily us MI'As ta pro-
toet marine resouies moat
bencficiasios are oltizens
and fishermin of tha prov-
ince of Bacargas.

Or the insle schions of
Batangzas Gov. Dodo Man-
daras, continued PGEN-
RO\»annuslnmatnfes..re

pandemic

Batmgas province recog:
the Importance of man-

groves ﬁmm courtesy of

Bstangas P

tu maintai & smeoth, clean

and healthy ocear thmuaﬁi(}
oul the pronCL in coll
ration willl coastal LGUs
ocal goverument unils),
acadoems mambars, non
%\JV ment urgamvauons
GOs), and private omx;

nizations, even during
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easements in Bagu '

The deputy city building. Gﬁ"wal .

BAGUIﬂ [{} FERTITES :.ampangn 0

remove obstuctions along water-

wiays and lessen water polhation,
the city government discovered
that 1,424 structures have €n-
croached the prescribed cresk
casements in the city.

Engireer Stephen Capuyan of
the City Buildings and Architec-
wre Ofce {CBAO) reported on
Thursday that 630 structures are
found encroaching the 3-meter
easerent along Sagudin-Ralili
River, 346 along Bued River, 290
alang Asin Galiano River, 107
along Naguilian River and 57
alang Ambalanga River,

. Gapuyan said that owne:s of
the strugtures were already issued
norices of vialation by the CBAO
and aat a number of conferences
were already conducted to inform
them of the desire of the local
government 1o clear waterways
from obstructions that constrict
thg smeoth flow of wazer in the
diflerent river systems. |

(TR AN

said that some of the owners of
the structures that were identiied
to have encroached on the creek
casement presznted titles over
their properties, but what has
been emphasized ta them is the
existence of the presaibed 3-nete
-creek easement which must be
strictly ohserved.
Capuyan added that one of lhe

siolations of the struciures is the

direct connection of theit septic
wanks to the creeks and rivers,
which has a significant impact on
the pollution of the waterways He

said property osvners have been re- -

quited to correct the issueto avoid
the impaosition of fines and penal-
Ligs against them based on existing
Taws, rules and regulations,

He expressed his gratitide ta the

property owners for their utmost

cooperation and understanding

baranse such an initiative is for the

overall welfare of the populace.
'DEXTER SEE
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The deputy city building. Gﬁ"wal .

BAGUIﬂ [{} FERTITES :.ampangn 0

remove obstuctions along water-

wiays and lessen water polhation,
the city government discovered
that 1,424 structures have €n-
croached the prescribed cresk
casements in the city.

Engireer Stephen Capuyan of
the City Buildings and Architec-
wre Ofce {CBAO) reported on
Thursday that 630 structures are
found encroaching the 3-meter
easerent along Sagudin-Ralili
River, 346 along Bued River, 290
alang Asin Galiano River, 107
along Naguilian River and 57
alang Ambalanga River,

. Gapuyan said that owne:s of
the strugtures were already issued
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and aat a number of conferences
were already conducted to inform
them of the desire of the local
government 1o clear waterways
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thg smeoth flow of wazer in the
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said that some of the owners of
the structures that were identiied
to have encroached on the creek
casement presznted titles over
their properties, but what has
been emphasized ta them is the
existence of the presaibed 3-nete
-creek easement which must be
strictly ohserved.
Capuyan added that one of lhe

siolations of the struciures is the

direct connection of theit septic
wanks to the creeks and rivers,
which has a significant impact on
the pollution of the waterways He

said property osvners have been re- -

quited to correct the issueto avoid
the impaosition of fines and penal-
Ligs against them based on existing
Taws, rules and regulations,

He expressed his gratitide ta the

property owners for their utmost

cooperation and understanding

baranse such an initiative is for the

overall welfare of the populace.
'DEXTER SEE
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Growmg role of natural
resources governance by women

The Women. Go project qf the BT aims 1o increase the level of influence and
leadership of rural women in the governance of protected areus and in sustainable
Programs on C'hmaae Change Aduplation, Disaster Risk Reduc&wn, and Livelihood

BEuropean Union
(ET) ‘Ambassador to the
Philippines Lue Yéron
recently went on o two-day
yisit to Quezon province w
meet with viomen leaders
and discuss the role of
women in hatura! resources
governance projects.

“Women are key actors
in the inclusive and L&
sustainable management &
of natural resources in the
Philippines,” Yéron said.

His vigit consisted of
holding an audience with
the women leaders of Kalipunan ng Lipmg Pilipina
Federations and Organizations, Kilos Unlad oy
Mamamayan ng Real.

féron also met swith Infunta. Mayor Filipina
Grace America, General Nakar Mayor Elisey Ruzul,
and Real Mayor Diana Abigail Aquino,

The Women Go projeet of the EU aims te
Increase the level of inflluence and leadership
of rural women in the governance of profected

MBASSADOFI o !he Emopean Union to tha Phnlippmes Lue Véron.
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N HOTCGRAPH DUURTESY OF EUL-EAN JNION N THE PHILPPINES

DURING his visit, Ambassador Véron met with women leaders of Quezon province to
discuss thair role in naturzl gavamanes prejects.

areas and in sustainable programs on Climate
Change Adaptation, Disaster Risk Reduction,
and Livelihood.

“The EU is determined to act on the gender
dimension of environmental degradation and
¢limate change and wants to contribute o
promoting girls' and women's participation and
leadership, through support to civil society
prganizations’ initiatives like the projeet
implemented by Haribon," Véren said.

Among Lhe activities were: A fraining
on Environmental Leadership and

Organizational Development for women
“leaders; a Gender Sensilivity and Natural

Resource Management Training Workshop
for women laaders and their hushands; a

Lemongrass planting site as the livelihood

project of KALIPI Cawayan, in Real; and a
-~ Narive and Fruit-hearing Tree Nursery site
of the Forest Guard group SANAMAGMA
in [nfanta.

- Forests play a significant role in the
context of climate change hy ahsarhing
(02, helping prevent floods, retaining
water for domestic use and agriculture and
providing varions sources of livelihond.

It is why the EU supports forest
governance actions,
PAULINE SONGCD @fribunephl_paw

EDIFORIAL - CAROUN
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Loren Legarda
on the Golden
Age of Antique

LUUSTRATION BY SLENZRIE 10O

Antique: Where the Mountains
Meet the Sea is @ 10-minute
documentary that aims to hlghﬁght
the Visayan plovmce 's marine life.
Sebaste Sheal in particular boasts
of 150 oceanic mania rays.

| BY PAULINE L. SUNGGO
@tribunephl_pau

Deputy Speaker and Representative of
the Lone Dislrict of Antigue Loren Legarda
has ahways been for the protection and
documentation of Antique’s rich marine

hiodiversity. Turn to page D25
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hile it is known for its ‘mgjestic mountains,
caseading waterfalls, white sand beaches and
rich fishing grounds, Antiqua is stil not as
prominent as it§ nearby tourist destinations

Boracay and Aklan, _
“Antique is a paradise where the mounts
meel the sea. It is a'province that may h

been in the doldrums for throe de

but is now experiencing its Golden
; ‘ Representative Legarda said in & recent vi
press conference for her new environmental project.
Antigue: Where the Mountains Meet the Sea is a K

- documentary that highlights the Visayan province’s marine Ii _
Shoal, in particular, hoasts of 150 oceanic manta rays. 0T AREE
" “The discovery and sighting of the existence of* the manta ray in
our waters is so important because it shows they thrive in a healthy
marine ecosystem. And the manta ray, of course, must be protected at
~all costs, especially because it is identified as possibly threatened for .
extinction,” Legarda said. S5 i

»
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Anliqus: Where the Mountains Meet the Sea Wwas produced in
parmership with Studio H20, Discovery Channel Asia, Department
of Tourism and Province of Antique through the Office of the  Deputy
Speaker. It follows Legarda’s earlier docurentary Our SR
Fragile Earth in 2017. Her other works Bufos o
(2010), Lagtus (2013), Taktub (2015) were allin 2" 3
collahoration with Cannes Fili Festival best
director Brillante Ma. Mendoza.

*Antique is seemingly undiscovered
unfike other ecotourism spots in the
Philippines. Sometimes I wanl it
to remain a hidden gem, hecause
1 want to sustainably develop
it. We must prolect it with all
our knowledge, wisdom, power,
influence and might.

“The source of life of our food,
our geeans, OUr mountains must be
protected, not just for ourselves bul
for the next generation.... AS leaders
of our country and our coramunities,
we must be answerable to the present S
and the fiture generations for the kindol'
society that they will inherit,” Legarda said.

Legarda authored the Expanded National
Integrated Protected Arcas Systen (ENIPAS),
Climate Change Act, Clean Air Act, Clean Water
Act, Expanded National Integrated Protecte
Areus System, National Environmental Sware
and Education Act, People’s Survival Fund
Ecological Solid Waste Managemenl Law, Wildlife : R
Resources Conservation and Protection Act and the Philippine Disaster o0
Risk Reduction and Management. Act. e A e

Antique Is one ul the provinces of Panay in Western Visayas, Itis
composed of 18 municipalivies, three of which are inland, 1 are coastal

X

and one municipality. It was classitied as a second class provinee as
of January 2002. ; %! K
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- food system

today to discuss effective
sustainable dining suategies
and initiatives. Sustainability
is a complex issue in which the
food production system and our
ciets play a eritical role. Rut first,
what exactly is sustainability?
And how daes il relate to food?

The term “sustainability”

is dilficult to define since it
may refer to a variety of things
depending on the contex:. The
most commonly used defini-
tion, however, is that it involves
“meeting the needs ol Ui pres-
entwithout compromising the
ability of uture generaticns to
meet their own needs,”
- Like all living creatures,
humanity relies on nature
for food, water and other re-
sources for its existence as
well as protection from en-
vironmental dangers such as
diseases, natural hazards and
human-induced disasters. But
as 4 speries that relies onwhat
scientists refer o as “environ-
mental servives, " we are failing
to safeguard the physical foun-
dation of our lives.

Indeed, the environment,
economy, health, nutrition
and other related dynamics all
fall under the scope of sustain-
ability.

Today, millions of people
aronnd the world are malnour-
ished and billivns consume
less food than what they need.
At the same time, the global
population is quickly growing,
with estimates that the 10-hil-
lion mark will be exceeded
by 2050, In the case of the
Philippines, the population is
projected (o reach 142 million
by 2045, according to 2010
census-based projections.

Whew it comes 10 sustain-
able food development, our
objective s (o znsure that the
growing population has both

ALL ABOUT % THMEno better time than

adequate food and access ta. ™ - -

high-quality and nutritious
- meals in the future. One way
to do this is 10 ensure that the
agriculture sector thrives, even
under the stress caused by dli-
mate change.

Agriculture, however, is also
one of the leading sources of
climate change due to anthro-
pogenic activity. Food produc-
tion accounts for around 30
percent ol worldwide preen-
fouse gas emissions. s a result
of dimite change, increased
morality, illnesses and foad
insccurity zre al indicators of
permanent and catastrophic
changes in the Farth’s food sys-
tem, Agriculture, in its carrent
- form, is both a driver and avic-
tim of the said phenomenon.

We will fail to fulfill the
United Nations’ Sustainable
Development Goals and the
Parig Agreement if no action ‘s
taken. Simply put, the global
food systermn must be sustain-
able. We must reconsider how
we consume as well as how we
- generate food,

Thetransition toa sustainzble
foad system is an unprecedent-
ed challenge. A combination
of significant dictary changes,
Luge reductions in food losses
and waste, and significant im-
provements in food production
methods are required to make
this transformation.

These measures must be
pursuec:

~ Make healthy foods mare

- readily available, accessible and

atfordable, whereas harmful
and unsustainable meals nrast
be disceuraged.

- Inerease the diversity of
nutrient-rich crops rather thap
focusing on high volumes for
' a few crops.

- Use technalogy and system
innovation to enltivate existing

[ land to get higher yields, seques- +

ter carbon and conserve biodi-
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versiity and ecosystem services.

- Reduce food loss and waste
during the fmanufacgpring and
consumption stages tarough
tech nological solutions, con-
sumser campaigns and public

- policies.

The food sector must transi-
tiom into a low-carbon and sus-
tainable industey. Food security
is onte of the Urematic areas off
the National Climate Change
Action Plan,

W'e must pursue the develop-
mertof national and local poli-
cies that will create an enabling
environment for sustainable
fooid value chains and find path-
ways to combine supply side
actinns such asefficient produc-
tiory, wansport and processing
with demand-side interventions
like the madification of food
choices and the reduction of
{ood losses and waste in align-

ment with the country's iner- |

national commitments,

Achieving a sustainable food
svstem (s a pressing issue that
requires joint efforts by the
government, privale sector
and individuals. & tansfonna-
tion in the food praduction
lanclscape necessirates a shift
in cur eating habits. Ye must
recognize thatout food choices
have: an influence on more than
just cuiselves. What is healthy
for the Rarth is beneficial for
us ai well,

Purg M\lmj a cr\,l‘fdl'oj_qble F‘Wd (wﬁm_ ,“2{2

Ve celebratz Larth Hour to-

day. If we are to win the fight
agai nst climate change, every
Filipyino household mus: join
the world's biggest switch off.
Strong resolve and decisive ac-
tionis every day are cmicizl. We
musst survive and thrive amid

the changing climate. We must -

care: more and do more for our
pecple and the plane:, We must
all together seek and pursue
cliriate solutions.

/

@m[ jj'mami?i Wimeg o] = B

Ours 15 among the countries
mosl at risk of climate change.
We must therefore step up
climate actions — collective
aclivns that build the resil-
ience of our communities and
ramsform our sectors toward
a low-carbon, grzen economy,

The movement should not
stop after an hour. We must
g0 beyond it to fadlitate faster
aad maore meaningful climate
action. It is not only necessary
but imperative for everyone to
joirt in the global collective ef-
fort for climate action.

Advocale for renewable en-
ergy. Refuse single-use plastics.
Plant more trees. Grow your
'own' food. Be mindful of how
we censume. These are among
the simple yet impactful initiz-
tives we can start today for the
climate.

Every Filipino has a vital role
in chaming the destiny of our
nat.on and in making humar-
ity future safer, more secure
and sustainable, We must aot
betray our purpose as stewards
of our natural resources and
hold ourselves accountable for
the environmental impact of
aur actions.

The author is the executive
director of the Young Envi-
ropmmental Forum and a non-
wesicleat fellow of the Sttatbase
ADR Institute. He completed
kis climate change and de-
velopment course at the Uni-
versity of Fast Anglia and an
executive program on sustain-
ability leadership at Yale Uni-
versity. You can email him at
ludvwig.federigan@gail.com

‘or follow him on Twitter at @
‘WiggyFederigan
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OceanaGold to reduce

emissions by 2030

8 (iceanaGold’s Didipio Gold and Copper Project in the upland barangay

{village) of Kasibu in Nueva Vizcaya, CONTRIBUTED PHGTO

AUSTRALIAN mining firm O:eanaGold
is aiming ta reduce its carbah footprint
by 2030, accerding to a company report
relezsed on Wegnesday. '

Already in 2020, (reanatnld said
they are cominiited to achieving net-
zero greenhouse emissions by 2050,
and during 2021, operatianal and
carparate sustainability teams of the
company worked together to identify
specific actions ta reduce emissions
across the company, Laking into accourt
the pra ects élready undzrway and
emerging Ledinalogies and actions oy
governments to increase rarewables in
their powier grids.

According to JceanaGold, the
campany’s brard approvad last month
an interim target to redvce carbon
emissions per ounce of goid produced
by 30 parcent by 2030 (hased on 7019
perfarmarnce levels).

“This interim climate change target
is based on a clear action plan to he'p
reach Oceanatold’ goal to net-zero
operational greenhouse emissions by
2050, OceanaGold said in Its r2port,

The report said the company is wark-
ing on decarbonization, which is seen

as a major disrupter in the mining and
‘Tietals industry. ‘ '
DeeanaGolé cited the World Gold
Loundl {WGL), which recegrized the
1eed for strong aztion within the
ndusiry, identifying four cey focus areas
10 manage o emissions: decarbaniza-
tion of mobile equipment fleet; decar-

< oonization af electricity supply; erergy
2fficiency In the static plant; and carbon-

zapture, sequestratian and offsets.
Inthe company’s non lincarapproach
10 net zeyo, Greg Scanlan, OceanaGold
general manager for Heal:h, Safety
and Evirorment, szid the 2030 target
was determined following industry
aenckmerk ng; the establishment of
an emissions intensity baseline: and
dentification of reduction opportunizies
at an pperational level.
“There isa long way to go to net zero
and our jolimey won't be linear, Our
ntenm £030 dimate charge targets will
1elp drive facus and innovat on acrass
the cempary, meet our stakeholders’
expectations and set a challenging .
aut achievable pathway in line with
Indusry targets,"headded,
Scanlzn sald DceanaCaeld in 2019 {its

basedine year) qenerated 0.32 Lons o car-
bon disxide squivalert ((02e] per aunce
of gold produced, Inwer than the industay
average of 0.8 tons of (02e per ounce of
golit produced #s reported by the NGC,
He alse noted that OreanaGo'd
35 ¢ responsible miner continuoysly
imgrovesand innovates the viay it ex-
ploies, extracts and pracesses miner-
als, drawing an the latest advanced
lechnelogy and SYSLEMS ta Improve
Ferformance,
“We are on an oxciting journey of
innvation and transformation 1 a1
industry which is vital to us all as we
tranzition %0 ¢ low-carbon wuild. Since
2018, OceenaGold has been imple-
menting a company-wide program.
of automatian, digital and process
transformation, whick s helping our
company define the journey to operate
the minzs of the future;"Scanlan said,
OceanaGold oaerates the Didipio
Gold and Copper Project in Kasibu town
in Nueva Vizcaya under another 25-yzar
financia: or technical assistance agrez-
ment or FTAA.
LEANDER C. DOMINGO
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Climate change—it’s not
just about the gasses

By Rory Visco

I'TH the country’s

population grawing

dangerously every
year, the amount of garbage
likewise grows, but even more
lamentably, not too many know
how ta dispase of it.

The Natienal Capital Region
({NCR), witk an estimated
population of 12 million, which
worldpopulatiorreview.com said
expands to about 15 million duritg
the daytime {mostlikely because
of people coming from the nearby
provinces whost work i3 in the NCR),
tops the waste production category
among all regions, and some studies

~ say the region spews about 20,000

Lons of waste per cay.

S0, svhat docs aolid waste have to
do with climate change?

According to Crispian Lao, Vice
Cha:rman of the National Solid
Waste Management Commission
under the Office of the President and
alse the private sector repreacntative
for the recycling industry, solid
waste 35 an integrzl component of
climate change.

“When we speak of climate
change, we look into mzsthane or
greenhonse pas and emissions, and
from the perapective of solid waste,
we normally look at methane and
emissiors in pnr landfills, Black
carbon from the transpoit of waste
to the disposal tacility as well as
open hurning of waste soit's very
important for us that when swe deal
with clirate thange. we have to
focus also on how our waste will
contribute to climate change,” Lao
explained durirg the recent "Do
Goed for the Earth” webinay by
Watsons Philippines.

Currently, the Philippines has
enasted Republic Act 90C3 or the
Ecological Solid Waste Management
Act of 2000 cthat provides the
spectrum to address solid waste

management problems.

Lat said the law defines -he roles
af barangays, the local government
unit (LG with the job of setting
up MEFs (Material Recoveries
Facilities) to deal with biodegracable
and recyclzhls vraste and to properly
dispuse of the residual aa well as
hazardous ones.

With regard ra compliance of
LGUs, unly 35 percent of barangays
have MEEs as mandated by law.
“Only 32 percent of our lacal
governmentz have access to solid

‘yraste or sanitary landfill disposal

farilities. So, it's very important
[ur eyeryone as well as corporate
partnees to ceal with the vaste that
we genérare so that it doesa’t end up
i anoper enviranment.”

Sa, what can be done? The

. Natirmazl Solid Waste Management

Commisshon is acvocating for a food
waste management program, he said.
“Wr need to compost as much as
sossible our hindegradables, follow
the hierarchy of waste avoidance,

nr avoid generating waste in the
first place, bring aur own bag when
going to the groceries, participate
in different programs that aim to
reduze gencrated waste, then reuse
and recycle, For the racyclables, it
isimportant, if we canrot avoid
peneration of wastes, to chonse
recyclables such as papes, plastic,
glass, and metals.”

For paper, white paper is highly
recyclable, including carbon boxes.
Nswspaper because the junk shop
will still accept it and the junk

" shops will send it to recycling

facilities, Lao sad.

Fast some papers like thermal
paper, carbon paper, wax coated
papers, photo papers, scented.
papers, are not recyclable, same
with those that came in contact
with food, grease, and vil, the paper
used in toilets, tissue paper because
of the potential visk of pathogen
contamination, Lao explained,

As for plastics, Lao said, it is
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categorized as rigids and flexible,
For rizids, they are Lthe bevarage
containers, containers fur shempoo,
cleaning materials in the form of
polyezhylene and polypropylenc.
Then the tlexibles, which Lao said
zre a 5it challenging to recycle, There
ere recycling infrascructures for
flexibles as well and even sachets,
Rut it’s “mportant to participate in
programs that rezaver and recycle
flexible plasric materials. Of course,
glass is highly recyclanle. but don't
includein the recycling streamlike
light bulbs and ovenware, which
containg boric add,

OF course, tin cangz are Aighly
recyclable, aluminum cans, anc all
metals including copper. "We can
participate in alternative vesidual
technologies such as conversion to
building materials, school chairs,
and other diffcrent projects done
by many social enterprise groups,
"There are drup-off centers in some
of the biggest malls forrecyclable
materials,” Lao pointed out.

But for David Kasz, fornder and
CRO of Vancouver, Canada-based
Plaszic Bank, has a different story
when it comes to plastic wastes. He
believes there is a solution to ending
poverty through plastics using a
circular economy model.

“I'he plast:c chat others
considered wiste or garbege, we
consider as worth. Itis about the
opportunity to collect and exchange
plastic for sctool tuilivn, ur medical
insurance or Wi-Fi, or cellphone

minutes, of in other parts of the

wurld, ulea wazer ar diveraifizd food
source,” Katz said.

The Flastic Bankis po.w'erfully —

tackling this very opportunity,
szaring ottwith Haiti, then the
Philippines. Indonesia, Brazil. Egypt,
and then moving into Thailand and
Cameroon:

“Wie won't end hunger, we won't
get to gender inequality, we wor't
touch on education if we don'i end
poverty. Recycling is 2 way of belng

ant the way of thinking o the world.
And that’s swhat the world needs
more of.” Katz said.

Kalz said their parcnership with
Watsons is an opportunity for the
warld to be witness of great change,

" towitness great orpanizations that
are truly standing on the right side
of histary.

“you sze, it tzkes the bold and
the authentic to do something that
hasn't bean done belore. And we
kuwsw with our partncrship with
Watsons, the world 13 powerfully
going to not just witaess the
change of the communitios and the
lives af our collectors, but they are
going to see a new way of thinking
and new way of deing business,”
Kalz said. y

For Viki Herrera-Encarnacion,
Watsons Philippines Public Relations
and Sustainability Director, they
ave proud of their partnership with
Plaslic Banlk, where they recycled
833,000 plastic bottles, including
providing customers with almost
1,200 sustainakle products with
hetter packaging £nd ingredients
and help them switch to more
sustainable options.

Encarnacion szid that the world
relies on fosail fuels that pive gas,
heat anc o], daily essentials that
also cause greenholise gas emissions.
Sarme with animals that emit
methane when they dizest their food
and pass gas contritute Lo global
warming, wkile deforestation reduce
trees that can absarh carhan dioxide
from thz atmosphere.

Bt while it may be imposaible
to total’y prevent global warming,
there axe sorue things that can
be done to lessen the earth's
greenhouse effect, Encarnacion
pointed out. “Walk merc or bike or
carpool. “urn off the lights or use
altaraative energy and grow a tree,
Consume lesa. And if you really need
o buy something, consider more
sustainable produczs.”
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METRO Pacific Tellways South
Managemer: 1 Comp.s (M) head-
quarters in Jmus. Cavite has been
certified by @ world rerowned
body as a green building, with the
company commilting to advance
susteinability in 1ts,mfmalmcmrc
projects.

MPT South — a suhsidiary
of Metro Pacific Tollways Corp.
(MPIC) — the toll road develop-
ment arm of Metro Pacific Invest-
ments Corp. (MPIC), reccived a
LEED Gold Certification for ity
headquarters, MP~ South Hub.

LEED, or Leadership in Energy
and Envirenmental Design, is a
globally recognized smbol of ex-
cellence in green building, LEED
certification ensures elect ricuy
cost savings, lower carbon emis-

Uimeg

TRELT
SCEY

# ‘Ihe MFT Sontll llnb in lmus, Cavite has reoenred a LEED Gold emﬂcation for Its’ gmn featmesaml inltlatives. CON TRE BUTED PHOTO i

MPT South Hub gets green

building certification

sions aud healtaier environments
where peop e live, work, fearn,
play and worship.

Mﬂﬁvuth Hub achiesed LEED
Gold Certification a4 il excelledin
nsing sustainabilivy practices in

“the way that it was designed and

constructed, garneﬁng 2 seore of
66 points. ltsitsina s B?—aqua'c-
meter fou ~-story building ocated
in [mus. It bas a biophilic design
with a [ull ¥iew of the outside
surroundingsand natural daylight
and ventilation, The MPT South
hub consumes at least 40-percent
less indoor water with the use of
modern water-efficient fixtures
and 30-percent less outdoor water
through rainwater harvesting.
The building also has an EV
charging stalion for the compa-

ny's ¢ vehicles, as it plans v
toan all-electric flzet. Itis alsc the
very first MPTC inTastrucaure that
acqquired LEED certification,

The certification was awarded
Lt MPT South by Green Business
Cemification Inc., VISGRCS (it
that administers LEED, from
technical review, verification and
cerl fication in avirlual ceremany.

“MPIC is commitied to ad-
vancing sustainability. We are
extremely honored to Fave one
of our Tacilities certified by a
world-renowned body as a green
building. This inspizes us to con-
tinue the implementation of our
infrastructure projects with the
least disuptior: to the com’muni-
ties and the environment,” said
Rodrige Franco, MIC pre.side.ut,
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and chief executive officer.

Through sPL South, MP1G

has gepeatedly proven its ex-
pertise in building sustainable
infrastructure. "L already began
integrating energy- efficient and
TESDUECE-YAVINg e terhnologlcs

while maintaining the high
standard of road safety features
along Calex (Casite Laguna [ix-
pressway). Existing toll plazas of
the pperational sections of Calax
werz equipped with roofiop solar
panels that power its own opera-

tions. Roadway llp,hnng systems

LED fixiures, thereby improy-
ing energy efficiency:® said Chuis-
topher Lizo, MPIC chief finance
ofﬁcer and cxecutive syonsor for
susminabxlm'

EIREENE JAIREE GOMEZ
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| [E Bangko Sentral ng Pilipinas (BSP)
rovealed it has already invested more than
4550 million in green bonds and will

continue to do so in the future.

3 :

Green bond inyestment, cer:tral
bank Governor Benjainin Diokno
saidin avirlual briehng op ! Tiday,
is part of a global initiative hy
cenral banks to include sustain-
ability objectives into their policy
framesgorks, which includes te-
S2IVE MANAEEIEnt,

"BSP recognizes the impors
tance of cesponsible investicg.
As suel, we are working toward
incorparating sustainahility prin-

and overall inyestment process,”
he added. .
Dioknu said he Bank for In-

ternational Settlements (BIS)

pioneered a green bond p:oiegj
in 2019 in response Lo mising de
mand fot sustairable investoents,
which was camried out through a
1§ luvestment Pool (ox Bisip} in
collaboration with a grou of ceu-

tral banks including the annghb :

Sentral,

ciples into our feserve manage-
ment framewerk, asset allocation

pact theough large-scale climate-
friendly investments while also
demuousuating the central banks'
commitment o green finance.
NDiokno said the BSP was an
carly investor in the RIS  fust green
bond fund, the Bisip G1, lwesting
$150 mitlion .n October 2019,
Lle said, “BSP has increased ils
Bisip G1 inyestment, whicli novr
totals around $550 millien.”
“Our investment in green bond
fund is less than 1 percent of our
gross international reserves,” the
Bangko Sentral chief added, “so
yOU Canl expect more investmen
inn green bond fund.” .
He also said that using the
country’s international assels 1o
support the funding of green ini-
tiatives, particularly in Asia Pacific,
is a wital approach to premote

'The project intends o have a

significant environmental im-

sustainability. ‘

*Also, from a portfolio manage-
ment perspective, vie expect the
exposure to high-quality green
honds to provide benefits to the
BSP in terms of diversification
and return,” Piokno added, em-
phasizing that the green bonuds
the Bangko Sentral invests in are
subject 1o internatienal standards
set by the International Capital
warkel Association and the Chi-
‘mate Bonds Initiative,

e further said diat the green
hond market has steadily growi in
size and is anticipated to develop
much more i Uie coming years
and ‘hat the BSP's pakiicipation
in this fund strengthens its ac
tive involvensent with its finan:
cial market partners in fighting
climate-related risks.
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P invests $550M
green bonds
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DA*ln‘tenﬂﬁes pa rtnershlp

BY EIREENE JAIREE GOMEZ

N ok o
1 - -4 ~ e

(DA} has forged 2 stronger part

,,,,,,,,,,,,

‘nership with the International

Rice Research Institute (IRRT] as
the country gears toward attain-
ing food sovereignty amxd_thc

pandemic, Ukraine Russiz dmﬂlq;
and climate cnange

Dt ng his visit at IRRI head-
quarters in Los Banos, Laguna ear-
lier this week, Agricaluoe Seaetay
William Dar said the stnengthened
partnership will sustain increased
productivi 1ty and mcbmes not
only of Filipina rice farmers, but
also of their counterparts in the
Asia-Pacific region and the rest of
the world.

“The significant way we can
boost productivity is to apply sci-
ence aad technolcgy and support

research for development. [nnava-
(i0ns contiuc ©be the hallirark
of agricuitural developiment, today

... ';‘% :‘ = x - ‘-.‘
mmt R IR AL
(AL &8

g
1

and in the future,” Dar said,

"Sa, le(s build this partnership
¢ - between- tly;d’hlhppme ‘gavern.

ment and the Internatonal Rice
Research Institute (IRRI). Thus, we
continue o respect, appreciate and
recognize the work of IRRI. not
only here in the Philippines, but
.ﬂitoughout:he sworld," he added.

Dar also called for the par-
lwpatmn ‘of all stakeholders in
the country’s food system — the
peivale sectn groups, loval govenn-
ment units-and food producers
— 1t help the Duterte adminis-

tration attain food sovereigney for |

key food security commod' ties in
the Philippines such as rice, corn,
sugar, cooking oil, fish, pork,

poultey, vegetables, among others.

"With all the challenges that
Philippine agriculture is facing
right now, we have responded to
the nrgent need ta rethink current
policies on “wod production. The
DA is ready 1o propose and pr&sem

COUnLEY programming framework
and defining roge(her what would
in the next fes vears and the li'i‘n%:?‘r
frame.” Balie said,  ©
This year, the DA and IRRI,
logether with the DA Regional
‘b‘rﬂd Offices, wil! lmp—femem
a r(ce bresding teclmoio&y for
prpﬂnc\-apenﬁc direct-seeded
Tice vatleties or the “OneRicePH.*
an initiative to unify rice breedi ing
and dissemination strategy for the
Philippines. It is a ﬁ;@g@r P300-
willion g ﬂm]&."L .
- Aaother joint pzoject with IRRI
is th; Pest Risk and Identification
and Mmﬁgcmem, uadertaken by
the DiA's Philippine Rice Reseaich
Institute'and Bureau of Plant In-
dustry. The four-year pIojert targets
determining risk factors for pest
outbreaks and identifving appro-
priate management strategies and
tactics to reduce crop losscs, It is
slatcdaosndﬂm yean - ~°

o the mcommg Admun:.tramm
the foad soversignty roadmap.”
Dar: wldsmwfﬁﬂqlx
rector General Dr. Jean Balié.

For his parl. Balié discussed
priondes for DA IRRI collabora
ton, including initiatives on crop
dwemﬁcaﬂon and conduct of
more: SouthSmth partner
ship, which aims © strmgd;er the
research expertise and mpacdy of
rice-growing countries in the region,

Healso walfyoed IRRI's con-

 mitment ke continue working with
the Agriculture department te ad-
dress the counwy's food secuzity

and climate change challenges e
also recognized the department’s
major role in achieving milestones

on Golden Rice, which was ap-

proved for commercial farming in

July 2021, Golden Rice is a variety |

developed to complement esisting
interventions te address vitamin A
deficiency.

“I'he nextstepis embarkingon a

led by Di-
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Climate crossroads

HE title could have included

the recent Glasgow Summit
but since it was already con-
cluded, the author deemed it
proper to make a reference to its
decisions so s not ta miss their
importance in the converging
solutions ‘o global warming

Flashback to Glasgow. At the
December 2021 Climate Summit
in Clasgow (Scotland), climate
vulnerable developing countries
expected to see progress in the ar-
eas of more ambitious emission
reduction and the fullillment
of existing funding pledges per
the Paris Agreement en Climate
Change (2015) as well as the
matter of compensation to vic-
tims of losses and damage from
failed agriculiural production
due to dimate-related disasters
or climate-induced harm.

Sadly, the Glasgaw Summit basi-
cally decided to leave the world's
maost 7uinerable cominunities
behind as there was only marginal

AMBASSADORS'
CORNER

AMADOSS.
TOLENTINO JR.

outcome document states coal
needs to be “phased down” vver
the years rather than “phased out.”

Be that as it may, there is still
a chance for more mitigation
dynamism in the coming vears.
From the point of view of editor
in chief Hans Dembowski of D +
C (Development + Cooperation),
the reasons are: 1) climate changes
are increasing and becoming hard
Lo deny; 2) major private sector
industries are now taking the re-
Jated risks very seriously with the
outbiesk of the war in Ukraine
as-a moment of tuth for energy
and foud security; and 3) political

movemerls are beceming more.

asserlive. [n that regard, the time-
liness of the Ltls decarbonization
agenda whose guiding principle is
comeaitment to climate neutrality
hy 205C is confirmed.

Stockholm +30. The story of
international environmental
governance hepan in Stock-
holm {Sweden) 50 years ago
with the first UN International
Conference on the Human En-
vironment, It produced the [IN
Declaration on the Environment
which sets out basic principles
of international environmental
policy and {aw. The narrative is
marked by four major follow-up
international confererices held
evely 10 years Of 0, publication
of landmark results, including an
action plan with regard to sus-
tainable development — Agenda
21. Simultaneously, adoption of
major treaties [ollowed in carnest
row numbering 1,400 more or
less — outcomes of the emerging
environmental diplomacy.

The Stockholin Conference alio
had a structural effect with the cre-
alion of the LInited Nations Envircn-
ment Program (which is also wi-
memorating UNEP@S0 this vear).

Clohal environmental gover-
nance has gone along way, Last year,

Sustainable Development Goals,

the TIN Intersovernmental Panel on
Climate Change (1PCC) couldint be
moreclearwhenitsaid .. . the real-
ityotdimate changeis nnequivocal,
its effecis are already playing out in
every region of the planet, and we
need to act now before the outlook
gets worse.” In that connection, the
assertion of many experts is *Stock-
holm +50 should be mare action-
oriented to strengthen the interfice
between science and international
environmental law and policy.”

On the oocasion ol the LIN's 60th an-
niversary, 139 UN members pledged
to meeLseven Millennium Develop-
ment Goals {(MDGs) by 2015.

The MDGs consist of a frameworle
for national stratagies to combat
poverty as well as development co-
operation wherein law formulation
and implementation is an adkmosvl-
edged strategy. The seventh goal isto
“ensure sustainable development.”
In 2015, however, the UN General
Assembly decided instead to set in
place 17 interlinked Sustainable

»TolentinoAS
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Stockholm +50, UNGA New
York@77: Climate crossroads

Development Goals (SDGs) de-
signed 1o be a blueprint ta achievs
a better and more sustainable e
for all as “ollows: 1) no poverty: 2)
zero hunger; 3) good health and
well-being; 4] quality education;
5) gender equality; 6) clean water
and sanitation; 7) affordzble and
clean energy; 8) decent work arnid
economic growth; 9) industry, in-
novation and infrastructure; 10)
reducing inequality; 11) sustainsble
aties and communities; 12) respoti-
sible production and consumption;
13) climate action; 14) life below
water; 15) life on land; 16) peace,
justice and strong institutions; and
17} partisesship for e goals.

The SDGs are intended to be
achieved by 2030, but for same
of the targets, no end date was
given, Though the goals are
broad, they are interdependent,
- meaning there is recognition that
action in one area will affect out-
come in the others and that de-
velopment must balance social,
economic and environmental
sustainahility. As an example, cli-
mate action (SDG 13) ‘s connect-
ed to the goals on poverty, good
health and well-being, clean
water and sanitatior, etc. Viewed
from another angle, the ongoing

unprecedented Covid-19 pan-

demic requires a lot to be done
that cannot 2e helped burt that
the search lor a global solution
is aflen discussed alongside the
SDGs relating te zero hunger,
clean water and sanitation, and
economic growth, among others.
And, with parts of the world
emerging from the pandemic,
leaders should aim to seize the
critical moment, Improvement of
resilience to climate change and
promotion of sustainable growth
vis-a-vis the post-Covid-19 recov-
ery must focus not only on decar-
bonization but most iriportantly,
on protection of natite as well.
Biodiversity loss and food
security. A hig challenge faced
by humanity aside from climate
change is food security. Among
its many meznings, let us simply
refer to getting ready with food in
times of disaster. Chronicles hayve
been made about the lack of food

in many developing countries
hit by droughts, seildfires, strong
typhoons and tsunamis. The situ-
ation usually leads ‘o the move-
ment of peeple to other areas
where food is available giving rise
ta internally dlsplaced Persons
and environmental refugees.

Biodiversity loss, on the other.

hand, is the dving aut of species
hecause of global climate change,
naturzl disasters and even exploi-
tation of species for human use.
Concomitant with biadiversity
lass is haditat destruction, As
more and more people need
space, damaging himan activities
contirue to engraach on natural
environments, thereby destroying
the hahitats of countless species.
As the population increases, cities
and industrizl areas are growing,
fragmenting the remaining habi-
tats and leaving “isolated islands”
of natural population of planis
and animals which are too small
to survive. Research shows that
only one quarter of land azeas
and one third of oceans remain
undamaged by human activity.
‘To cite an example in our Asean
region, “...Countries could devote
new sources of finance into con
servation measures that connect
ecological cotridors along water-
sheds and integrated seascapes,
said esteemed Filipino climate
law pioneer, Antonio La Vifa.
These corridors coulc be estah-
lished across borders to protect
vital concentrations of species in
carhon-rich forests and peatlands,
coral reefs and deep seabeds.
UNGA New York@77. With
the 1IN General Assemhly's 77th
session this year, the body is ex-
pecied to considera “third genera-
tion of human ‘ights” expanding
on the UNs Universal Declaration
of Human Rights {1947) and o
international human rights cov-
enants on avil and political righis
and on economic, social and
cultural nights adopted m 1996,
Refetred to as the Globzl Pact

for the Envirenmens, the pro-
posed accord is planned to be
re-launched at the LN General
Assembly for delibgcation and
adoption as a multilateral en-
vironmental agreement among
UN member states. It represents
another great opportunity to
elevate environmental law at the
global level, using the principles
as a framesvotk far enhancing
international human rights law
and strengthening international
environmental cooperation.
Among the principles and rights
meationed are the polluter-pays
principle, intergenerational equity,
precautionary principle and the
nev principles, e.g., protection of
the environment in t:mes of armed
conflict, the right to a healthy
environment as a human right,
commitment to ecclogical disas-
ter resilienice and non-regression
principle which calls on govern-
ments to refrain from repealing
or weakening environmental Jaws.
Asa "hard law" instrument, the
Global Pact is expected to become
a legally binding intermational
treaty that will lead governments
to conform with the pact, Itwould
r1ean that people can bring states
to court to have them responsible
o compel them 1o adopt aws
that are more protective of the
environment, It would even allow
civil society o play a moniloring
role with respect 1o governments.
Even French philosopher Domi-
nique Bourg remarked, “..... We
now need new binding principles
based on the reality ofthe Anthro-
pocene era, 1.€., a planet whose
functioning has beer deeply
maodified by human activities...."
Global crisis, global soli-
darity, global solution. AL the
crossroads for solutions to global
warming and realizaticn of the
sustainable development goals
is a World Health Organization
(WHO) proposal for a global.
conyention on pandemic pre-
paredness and response setting
out how to handle the next crigis
and strong enough to prevent a
repeat disaster. [t revolves around
a “planetary health approach”
considering the close interdepen-
dence beiween human health,
animal health, ervironmental
quality and climate change.
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The draft convention integgates
the well-being of humanity and
safeguards all other forms of life
and urges states (o put in place
national cootdinated strategies
involving health, veterinary
and environmental institutions
1o streagthen epidemiological
surveillance through early de-
tection and warning systems. [n
pa:ticular, the state must alert
the population when a pan-
demic is detected and safeguard
them effectively by means of an
emergency plan. Vaccine equity is

enshrined recognizing universal

access 10 vawcines, In this regard,
all states must cooperate in pro-
viding and receiving all neces-
sary assistance bearing in mind
the special needs of developing
cnuniries, i.e, the transfer of
technologies and kuowhow An
Intergovernmental Panel of Ex-
petis on Pzndemics is to be set up
to proyide scientific, technical,
socioeconomic and legal advice,
To facilitate its effective imple
mentation, the WH(, EAO, LINEP,
WO and the World Bank ought
10 increase their conrdination of
actions, States, on the otier hiand,
must commit to allocating pre-
dictable and sustainable financial
resources for pandemic prepared-
11ess and response programs.
Aglobal fund for global health
is also being thought of to help
developing countries build
strong and resilient health sys-
tems ensuring universal health
care for all their citizens,
Hopefully, the convention will
help to enhance engagement
of all stakeholdes, consolidate
multi-sectoral partnerships, of-
fering 2 dialngne and convergence
frameswaork for coherence of ap-
proaches, coordination of action
and synergy of interventions,
“Life is the path lefi after the
Gussroads.” (Anonymous)
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65.5M Filipinos fully vaxxed; 11.7M with Covid-19 booster
shots

By Lade Jean Kabagani March 25, 2022, 8:25 pm

(PNA file photo by Rico H. Borja)

MANILA - The Philippines has administered 141.2 million doses of coronavirus diseases (Covid-19)
vaccines nationwide, with over 65.5 million individuals already with full protection, including those
who received the single-shot Janssen and Sputnik Light jabs.

As of Friday, 11.7 million of those fully inoculated have booster shots, according to the latest data
from the National Task Force (NTF) Against Covid-19.

NTF chief implementer, Secretary Carlito Galvez Jr., earlier said the government will focus on the
Covid-19 vaccination program in regions and provinces that are lagging behind their targets.

The country’s massive vaccination program has contributed to the decline of cases, with the number
of infections this week down by 15 percent compared to last week, as reported by the Department
of Health (DOH).

DOH Undersecretary Maria Rosario Vergeire said in a Palace briefing Friday there are 454 daily
cases on the average, lower than the 490 in December before the surge of the Omicron variant.

“We have done the massive vaccination at the time that there were surges and we immediately
decided to administer a booster three months after the administration of primary boosters,” Galvez
said in a previous interview.

Since February last year, the Philippines has received more than 239.7 million doses of Covid-19 jabs,
both procured and donated.

The latest addition is the shipment of 936,000 doses of Pfizer on Thursday night. (PNA)

Source: https://www.pna.gov.ph/articles/1170674
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Covid-19 cases continue to dip since Omicron wave in
January

By Ma. Teresa Montemayor March 25, 2022, 3:59 pm

(PNA photo by Avito Dalan)

MANILA - The number of coronavirus cases in the country is on a steady decline since the Omicron
wave last January, a health official said Friday.

The number of infections in the recent week has gone down by 15 percent compared to last week,
Health Undersecretary Maria Rosario Vergeire said in a Palace briefing.

"Sa kasalukuyan, tinatayang 454 cases ang mayroon tayo kada araw, mas mababa ito ng kaunti
kumpara noong nag-umpisa tayo nung nakaraang Disyembre na nasa 490 cases kada araw bago tayo
tamaan ng Omicron (Currently, we have an average of 454 daily cases, this is a bit lower compared
to the 490 cases daily last December before Omicron)," she added.

The national admissions for Covid-19 cases have declined by 75 percent from the peak of 5,218
admissions last January.

The country's total beds utilization remains at low risk at 17 percent of 104,351 beds as of March 23.

"Bumaba rin po ang bilang ng ating mga kababayang na-aadmit sa ating ICU na sa ngayon ay
nasa 575 admissions na lamang. Bumaba po ito ng 71 percent mula nang tumaas ang kaso noong
Enero (The number of cases admitted in the ICU also decreased which is currently 575 admissions
only. It went down by 71 percent when the cases started in January),” Vergeire said.

The nation's ICU bed utilization also remains at low risk at 16 percent of 3,529 beds as of March 23.

As of March 24, the government has reached 72.81 percent of its target population or more than 65
million individuals who are fully vaccinated.
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Covid-19 cases continue to dip since Omicron wave in
January

Meanwhile, about 78.57 percent or more than 70.7 million individuals have received their first dose
of Covid-19 vaccine.

Some 12 million individuals got their booster shot.

Vergeire said 736,143 children are now fully vaccinated against Covid-19 and 1.8 million have
received their first dose since the pediatric vaccination started two months ago.

Almost 8.9 million adolescents are fully vaccinated while 9.78 million have received their first
dose. (PNA)

Source: https://www.pna.gov.ph/articles/1170657
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