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Gov’t studying other prospective groundwater 
sources 
By Stephanie Sevillano March 22, 2022, 7:03 pm 

 
WATER CHAMPS. The Department of Environment and Natural Resources (DENR) recognizes 14 "water champions" in the 

country during the virtual World Water Day Awards 2022 on March 22, 2022. These water champions showed exemplary 

performance in protecting, preserving, and sustaining the water resources in the country. (Screengrab) 

MANILA – The Department of Environment and Natural Resources (DENR) on Tuesday said 
the government has started studying other prospective locations for groundwater sources amid 
the challenges posed by climate change. 

In a virtual celebration of World Water Day, DENR Acting Secretary Jim Sampulna stressed 
the need to ensure a sustainable supply of clean water given that 30 percent of freshwater 
resources is groundwater, extracted and managed to suffice the needs of the global’s growing 
population. 

“Groundwater is indeed a crucial resource that requires our management and balancing act 
between extraction and allowing the recovery and sustainable management of aquifers for long 
term beneficial use of our people,” Sampulna added. 

Among the prospective locations for groundwater sources being studied by the National Water 
Resources Board (NWRB) are Tagbilaran, Batangas, Cavite, Masbate, Laguna, and Bulacan, 
the DENR said. 

Maynilad president and CEO Ramoncito Fernandez stressed the need to increase discussions 
on groundwater studies, to ensure an equitable supply of drinking water for future generations. 

“With climate change continuing to threaten our water sources, sustainably managing our 
groundwater sources is critical, we need to make the invisible, visible, by breaking discussions 
on groundwater protection to the mainstream,” he said. 

In the same event, 14 "water champions" in the country were recognized for their exemplary 
practices in water irrigation, treatment, and urban management. 

The DENR said their best practices are vital in combating challenges in increasing demand 
versus limited supply, poor water quality due to pollution, and climate change, among others. 

Besides the World Water Day Awards, the Ecosystems Research and Development Bureau–
DENR also held its online webinar in line with the celebration. 

Senior Science Research Specialist Reg Winlove Bungabong stressed the importance of water 
treatment management nowadays to ensure access to clean or drinking water. 
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Senior Science Research Specialist Reg Winlove Bungabong stressed the importance of water 
treatment management nowadays to ensure access to clean or drinking water. 

“Compared siguro noong mga panahon ng ancestor natin, directly kumukuha lang sila ng water 
from the spring kahit yung iba diretso nang umiinom sa river. Pero ngayon kasi ‘yung mga 
results ng mga monitoring talaga natin ng mg water systems natin may mga contaminants na 
talaga sa tubig so hindi na siya pwedeng inumin na hindi natin tini-treat ‘yung tubig natin 
(Compared to the time of our ancestors where they can easily access drinking water in springs 
or river. But now, monitoring on our water systems shows there are contaminants in water 
sources, and we can no longer drink untreated water),” he said. 

Ensuring access to clean water and sanitation for all is the sixth among the 17 Sustainable 
Development Goals (SDGs) set by the United Nations, targeted to be achieved by 2030. 

According to the SDG Tracker, the Philippines’ share of the population using "safely managed" 
drinking water is at 47.46 percent as of 2020. (PNA) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Source: https://www.pna.gov.ph/articles/1170369  
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14 water, environment champions recognized 
 March 22, 2022, 4:05 pm 

 
World Water Day PH Awards 2022 (Screengrab) 

MANILA – West Zone concessionaire, Maynilad Water Services, Inc. (Maynilad), together with 
the National Water Resources Board (NWRB) and Department of Environment and Natural 
Resources (DENR), honored on Tuesday the 14 water and environment champions at the 
virtually held World Water Day PH Awards 2022 (WWD.PH Awards), the culminating event of 
the country’s week-long celebration of World Water Day. 

For more than five years now, the WWD.PH Awards has been a platform for honoring 
champions for water and the environment – individuals, institutions, and programs that have 
made strides in achieving water and water-environment sustainability in the Philippines. 

Each WWD.PH-participating government agency and private company fields their nominees, 
which are then screened and vetted by a multi-organization committee before being included 
in the list of awardees. 

Maynilad’s Water Warrior Awardee for this year was the Parañaque City Environment and 
Natural Resource Office for actively promoting proper wastewater management through an 
ordinance establishing a septage management system in the City of Parañaque. 

The NWRB’s Water Wise Awards went to Coca-Cola Beverage Philippines for its Reduce, 
Reuse, Replenish program, and the Local Government of Pavia, Iloilo and Pavia National 
School, which served as the pilot location for the NWRB’s Groundwater Management Plan. 

The Local Water Utilities Administration’s Huwarang Lingkod Tubig Award recipients were 
Puerto Princesa City Water District in Palawan, Bayawan Water District in Negros Oriental, and 
San Francisco Water District in Agusan del Sur. 

The Damayan Irrigators Association, Inc., PPATTABA Irrigators Association, Inc., and Silway 
7 - Klinan 6 Communal Irrigators Association, Inc were named the Most Outstanding Irrigator’s 
Associations by the National Irrigators Association. 

Efforts in protecting the Laguna de Bay were also recognized through the Laguna Lake 
Development Authority’s Kampeon ng Lawa Awards, which were given to the local government 
of Morong, Rizal, the Muntinlupa City Lake Management Office’s paddle wheel project, and 
Rev. Msgr. Jerry Veluz Bitoon, Rector of San Pablo Cathedral, in San Pablo City. 

Completing the roster of honorees were Metro Pacific Water’s Kampeon ng Kalikasan awardee 
Metro Iloilo Water District, and Aboitiz InfraCapital’s Agos ng Kinabukasan awardee Metro Lipa 
Water District. 
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Completing the roster of honorees were Metro Pacific Water’s Kampeon ng Kalikasan awardee 
Metro Iloilo Water District, and Aboitiz InfraCapital’s Agos ng Kinabukasan awardee Metro Lipa 
Water District. 

Emphasizing this year’s World Water Day theme ‘Groundwater – making the invisible, visible,’ 
Maynilad CEO and President Ramoncito S. Fernandez said: “With climate change continuing 
to threaten our surface water sources, sustainably managing our groundwater sources is 
critical. 

“We need to make the invisible, visible – by bringing discussions on groundwater management 
and protection to the mainstream,” he added. 

The event was shot at the El Deposito Museum in San Juan City, which showcased the largest 
underground water reservoir in the country. It presented the history of the 1882 Carriedo 
Waterworks, which provided potable water to the residents of Manila, carried from the Marikina 
and Pasig Rivers, in the 19th century. It could be considered the forerunner of today’s Maynilad 
and Manila Water. (PR) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Source: https://www.pna.gov.ph/articles/1170353  
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DENR employees in ‘Yolanda’-hit areas 
finally receive P42.2 million in cash aid 
BYJONATHAN L. MAYUGA MARCH 22, 2022 

The Department of Environment and Natural Resources (DENR) is set to release P42.2 million 

as relief assistance to the agency’s employees affected by Typhoon “Yolanda” (international 

code name Haiyan) almost a decade ago. 

Yolanda struck on November 8, 2013, devastating Central Philippines. 

To benefit from the cash assistance are DENR employees affected by the typhoon, particularly 

those who are living in the areas of Palawan, Eastern Visayas, and Western Visayas when 

Yolanda struck. 

“This check speaks of the DENR’s valued commitment to push tirelessly for the welfare and 

benefits of its hardworking work force, however, long and challenging the waiting has been,” 

DENR Acting Secretary Jim O. Sampulna said in a news statement. 

Sampulna also cited the tireless efforts of DENR field officials in securing financial help. 

The DENR chief handed over the checks to senior field officials of DENR Regions 8, 6, and 4B 

worth P34.2 million, P7.2 million, and P760,000, respectively, during the flag-raising ceremony 

last Monday. 

The acting DENR chief expressed his gratitude to President Duterte for the support to the 

agency’s employees despite the government’s limited budget and resources due to Covid-19 

and global repercussions of the Russia-Ukraine crisis. 

Sampulna said the cash assistance make up the second tranche of financial help from the 

Office of the President following the release of about P11 million in 2012 in response to a 

request made by DENR-Northern Mindanao officials for monetary aid for workers affected by 

Typhoon Sendong in December 2011. 

DENR-Region 8 Executive Director Tirso Parian said the release of the cash aid “is as good a 

day as any, particularly for many of our co-workers who are still paying off loans for the 

reconstruction of their houses that were damagedby Typhoon Yolanda in 2013.” 

Eastern Visayas DENR Employees Union President Sonia Q. Mejido said 164 workers whose 

houses were completely damaged by the typhoon will receive P100,000 each, while 594 

beneficiaries whose houses were partially damaged will get P30,000 each. 

DENR Employees Union-Region 6 president Emma Delima said 156 beneficiaries will receive 

P30,000 each, while 26 beneficiaries will get P100,000 each. 

Likewise, 23 DENR workers in Palawan will receive P30,000 each, while one beneficiary will 

get P100,000. 

Individuals who are no longer employees of the DENR will still receive the financial aid, 

including those deceased, through their next of kin, Mejido and Delima assured. 

 

 

Source: https://businessmirror.com.ph/2022/03/22/denr-employees-in-yolanda-hit-areas-

finally-receive-p42-2-million-in-cash-aid/  

 

https://businessmirror.com.ph/author/jonathanmayuga/
https://businessmirror.com.ph/2022/03/22/denr-employees-in-yolanda-hit-areas-finally-receive-p42-2-million-in-cash-aid/
https://businessmirror.com.ph/2022/03/22/denr-employees-in-yolanda-hit-areas-finally-receive-p42-2-million-in-cash-aid/
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Source: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=TNOhlMH5YyM  
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CENRO-Bislig leads cleanup drive on World 
Water Day 
By Alexander Lopez March 22, 2022, 5:42 pm 

 
PROTECTING RIVERS. Marking the World Water Day 2022, CENRO-Bislig City in Surigao del Sur spearheads cleanup drives in 

Tabon and Mangagoy Rivers on Tuesday (March 22, 2022). CENRO-Bislig underscores the importance of groundwater and 

raised awareness on the sustainable management of freshwater resources in the province. (Photo courtesy of CENRO-Bislig) 

BUTUAN CITY – In commemoration of the World Water Day 2022 on Tuesday, the Community 

Environment and Natural Resources in the Surigao del Sur city of Bislig (CENRO-Bislig) led 

volunteers from the government and private sectors in raising awareness on the importance of 

groundwater and its conservation. 

 

CENRO-Bislig personnel and partners conducted the "River Clean Up Drive" activities in two 

major rivers in Bislig City as the highlights of this year’s World Water Day celebration. 

 

The cleanup drives covering Tabon and Mangagoy Rivers were joined by nearly a hundred 

individuals from different sectors both in the government and private agencies. 

 

“The World Water Day highlights the importance of freshwater. The observance also includes 

advocacy for the sustainable management of freshwater resources,” CENRO-Bislig said in a 

statement. 

 

This year’s commemoration carries the theme: “Groundwater: Making the Invisible, Visible.” 

 

As the climate change phenomenon gets worse, CENRO-Bislig noted that the world’s 

groundwater is becoming more critical. 

 

“We need to work together to sustainably manage this precious resource,” the agency said. 

 

Moreover, CENRO-Bislig also led bamboo and tree planting activities on Monday in Sitio 

Sanyata, Barangay San Roque, on the same day. 

 

The activity marked the International Day of Forests that carried the theme “Forests and 

Sustainable Consumption and Production”. (PNA) 

Source: https://www.pna.gov.ph/articles/1170358  

 

https://www.pna.gov.ph/articles/1170358
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Barmm marks International Day of Forests with 

tree planting 

 
ZAMBOANGA. Over a thousand tree seedlings and mangrove propagules were planted in a simultaneous tree planting 

activity Monday, March 21, across the Bangsamoro Autonomous Region in Muslim Mindanao in line with the celebration 

of the International Day of Forest. (SunStar Zamboanga) 

March 22, 2022 

OVER a thousand tree seedlings and mangrove propagules were planted in a simultaneous 

tree planting activity Monday, March 21, across the Bangsamoro Autonomous Region in 

Muslim Mindanao (Barmm). 

 

Minister Akmad Brahim of the Ministry of Environment and Energy (Menre) in Barmm said the 

simultaneous tree planting activity is in line with the celebration of the International Day of 

Forests (IDF). 

Planted were 550 mahogany seedlings in Sitio Lomboy, Awang village, Datu Odin Sinsuat, 

Maguindanao; 200 seedlings in Udalo village, Piagapo, Lanao del Sur; 250 yakal seedlings in 

Sitio Pilar, Switch Yakal village, Lantawan, Basilan; and 50 mangrove propagules in Pahut 

village, Bongao, Tawi-Tawi. 

 

The tree planting activity in Sulu was held earlier on March 17 during the visit of Brahim to the 

province. 

 

"In protecting our forests, as one of the mandates of the Menre, we also help in preserving 

wildlife habitats, biodiversity, and conserving forest resources for communities and families 

whose livelihood and sources of income are forest-dependent," Brahim said. 

Meanwhile, Menre Director-General Badr Salendab said the celebration reminded the public 

regarding the importance of reforestation against climate change. 

 

"Conserving and protecting the environment is part of everyone's responsibility not only for 

their own well-being but also for future generations," Salendab added. 

 

IDF is a global observance held annually every March 21 to raise awareness on the 

importance of forests to people, and their role in poverty eradication, environmental 

sustainability, and food security. 

 

This year's celebration is anchored on the theme is "Forests and sustainable production and 

consumption." (SunStar Zamboanga) 

Source: https://www.sunstar.com.ph/article/1924370/zamboanga/local-news/barmm-marks-

international-day-of-forests-with-tree-planting  

 

https://www.sunstar.com.ph/article/1924370/zamboanga/local-news/barmm-marks-international-day-of-forests-with-tree-planting
https://www.sunstar.com.ph/article/1924370/zamboanga/local-news/barmm-marks-international-day-of-forests-with-tree-planting
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DOE to enhance development of biomass 

waste-to-power facilities 
By Angelica Y. Yang(Philstar.com) - March 22, 2022 - 5:50pm 

 
This 2018 file photo shows the Inawayan dump site in Cebu City 

MANILA, Philippines — The Department of Energy has committed to enhance the development 

of biomass waste-to-energy (WTE) facilities across the country, which it believes can provide 

always-on power to the national grids, according to a department circular.  

Biomass WTE facilities produce power from organic matter.  

In a circular posted by the agency on its website Tuesday, DOE said that it will "prescribe 

policies and programs to enhance the electric power industry in the development of biomass 

WTE facilities." 

"The DOE deems it necessary to further support as well as address issues and concerns in the 

development of biomass WTE projects in the Philippines," the circular read. 

DOE also said it will promote biomass waste-to-power facilities as a type of baseload renewable 

energy (RE) which can contribute to solid waste management efforts and provide additional 

power to the grid.  

Baseload units are deemed as reliable plants which can provide power to the grid 24/7. 

The agency added that it considers WTE as a "relevant intervention" that can help cut methane 

emissions.  

The DOE circular says that biomass WTE units which comply with the law are entitled to 
renewable energy certificates that can be traded on the country's Renewable Energy Market.  

Last year, environment groups and advocates criticized the government's guidelines on 
constructing WTE facilities, saying that their implementation will bring harm to human health 
and the environment. In July 2021, green groups filed a petition before the Supreme Court to 
nullify an existing environment department order which allows the use of WTE facilities. 
 
Contrary to the DOE's claims in its recent circular, local think tank Center for Renewable Energy 
and Sustainable Technology (CREST) president Riedo Panaligan said incinerator plants 
actually emit more carbon dioxide per megawatt-hour than coal or oil plants. 
 
"This is especially dangerous for Asia, where many countries produce waste with high 
moisture content that will not burn efficiently. To be able to operate effectively, incinerators in 
most Asian countries must be fed constantly with huge volumes of plastic waste, a petroleum-
based product," Panaligan explained in an op-ed posted by German non-profit foundation 

Friedrich Ebert Stiftung on May 26, 2021.  
Source: https://www.philstar.com/headlines/2022/03/22/2169144/doe-enhance-development-

biomass-waste-power-facilities/amp/  

 

https://www.philstar.com/authors/1807337/angelica-y.-yang
https://asia.fes.de/news/adb-energy-policy
https://www.philstar.com/headlines/2022/03/22/2169144/doe-enhance-development-biomass-waste-power-facilities/amp/
https://www.philstar.com/headlines/2022/03/22/2169144/doe-enhance-development-biomass-waste-power-facilities/amp/
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EcoWaste sa Comelec: Depektibong balota ‘wag 

sunugin, i-recycle 

 

March 23, 2022 @ 7:19 AM   

MANILA, Philippines  – Umapela ang pro-environmental group na EcoWaste Coalition (EWC) 

sa Commission on Elections (Comelec) na i-recycle at huwag sunugin ang mga sira o 

depektibong naimprentang balota para sa eleksyon sa Mayo 9. 

Ang panawagan ng EWC ay matapos sabihin ng Comelec sa House committee on suffrage 

and electoral reforms na ang 105,853 na mga depektong balota ay “will be presented to the 

public, accounted for individually with proper data and burned in front of all the political parties, 

the candidates and their representatives.” 

“We appeal to our poll authorities to reconsider their plan to burn the defective ballots, which 

can be safely recycled instead,” sabi ni EWC Zero Waste Campaigner Jove Benosa noong 

Martes, Marso 22. 

Idinagdag ni Benosa na ang pagsunog sa mga depektong balota ay hindi lamang gagawing 

abo ang recyclable na papel at bubuo pa ng mga pollutant na nakakapinsala sa kalusugan. 

Kung ang mga substandard na balota ay sinusunog sa bukas o isang incinerator, ang EWC ay 

nagbabala na ang paglipat ay maaaring magresulta sa paglabas ng mga pollutant, kabilang 

ang mga greenhouse gases tulad ng carbon dioxide at persistent organic pollutants (POPs) 

tulad ng dioxins. 

“The Comelec can borrow shredding machines from government offices and pay a team of 

informal waste workers for the job of cutting the defective ballots into strips. Alternatively, it can 

store the defective ballots in a secure warehouse, lock them up and have them collected for 

recycling after the polls,” suhestyon naman ni Benosa. 

Pinaalalahanan niya ang ahensya na ang Republic Act (RA) 9003, o ang Ecological Solid 

Waste Management Act, ay nagbabawal sa open burning. Bukod dito, ang RA 8749, o ang 

Clean Air Act, ay nagbabawal sa municipal, biomedical, at hazardous waste incineration, na 

maaaring magresulta sa pagbuga ng lason at nakakalason na usok. 

“Election stakeholders will surely support a non-polluting way of dealing with the faulty ballots 

while conserving paper, a valuable resource that comes from trees. Burning paper waste when 

the same can be recycled is not an environmentally sound option at all in the face of the global 

climate crisis,” ani Benosa. RNT 

Source: https://www.remate.ph/ecowaste-sa-comelec-depektibong-balota-wag-sunugin-i-

recycle/  

 

https://www.remate.ph/ecowaste-sa-comelec-depektibong-balota-wag-sunugin-i-recycle/
https://www.remate.ph/ecowaste-sa-comelec-depektibong-balota-wag-sunugin-i-recycle/
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Recycling line turns plastic sachets into eco-
boards 
March 21, 2022 | 4:38 pm 

 
The Plastic Flamingo's eco-boards are made from upcycled single-use sachets. 

By Brontë H. Lacsamana, Reporter 

The Plastic Flamingo (The Plaf) — a social enterprise that collects plastics from companies, 
restaurants, and junk shops and turns them into eco-boards — launched on Friday a new 
recycling line that upcycles single-use sachets into plywood-like panels called eco-boards.   

“The new recycling line translates into value for waste pickers to collect the plastic wrappers to 
be recycled at our factory in Muntinlupa. We shall also involve our network of collection points 
and volunteers in collecting plastic sachets along with other recyclable plastics,” said François 
Lesage, chief executive officer of The Plaf.  

The technology will help mitigate the worsening levels of marine plastic pollution in a country 
that, according to the World Bank, consumes around 163 million sachets each day. 

“What was considered hard-to-recycle plastic can now be turned into panels the exact 
dimensions of plywood, used to build shelters,” Mr. Lesage said at the launch. 

He added that the recycling line is the first of its kind in the Philippines and can set an example 
for incentivizing plastic collection.  

The Plaf chief operating officer Erica Reyes shared with BusinessWorld that their extrusion 
machine is able to heat and pressurize these plastics into blocks, eco-boards, chairs, coasters, 
and other materials. These are sold directly to companies.  

They are now looking into rolling out more products to “stimulate a market for recycled plastic 
products and enhance the circular plastic economy.”  

THE PLASTIC PROBLEM 
Shipping logistics firm CMA CGM, which is funding the machinery and the employment of 12 
factory staff, is partnering with The Plaf to curb the entry of 120 tons of plastic into the ocean. 
As of September 2021, 75 tons have been collected in Metro Manila.  

Because the Philippines is one of the biggest plastic polluters in the world, initiatives aside from 
The Plaf have emerged to address the problem.  

 

Source: https://mb.com.ph/2020/09/03/denr-hit-for-planning-to-fill-manila-baywalk-with-

 

https://www.worldbank.org/en/country/philippines/publication/market-study-for-philippines-plastics-circularity-opportunities-and-barriers-report-landing-page
https://www.bworldonline.com/turning-trash-into-textile-plastic-into-planks/
https://mb.com.ph/2020/09/03/denr-hit-for-planning-to-fill-manila-baywalk-with-white-sand/
https://mb.com.ph/2020/09/03/denr-hit-for-planning-to-fill-manila-baywalk-with-white-sand/
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Yeya Berjaoui, general manager of CMA CGM Philippines, emphasized the importance of 
everyone working together to protect the environment.  

“This June, we shall stop transporting plastic waste to curb their flows to destinations where 
sorting and recycling are not guaranteed,” he said. 

On a global scale, resolutions to end plastic pollution via a legally binding instrument have been 
adopted, during the fifth session of the United Nations Environment Assembly in Nairobi, 
Kenya, that took place on March 2.  

In the meantime, the Philippines must work on its own roadmap for reducing plastic waste, 
according to the World Wide Fund for Nature (WWF), which urged the national and local 
governments to align with the plastic ban.  

House Bill No. 9147 or the Single-Use Plastic Products Regulation Act that the House of 
Representatives approved last year should stop the production of single-use plastics. The 
Senate counterpart measure is currently pending. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Source: https://www.bworldonline.com/recycling-line-turns-plastic-sachets-into-eco-

boards/?fbclid=IwAR0szYAUq0hFsnt7cH2GBL4FMRNuSx71L3SCn409c2CiWa8Z1t7xc_F3

e5A  

 

https://www.bworldonline.com/greenpeace-backs-creation-of-global-treaty-against-plastic/
https://www.bworldonline.com/greenpeace-backs-creation-of-global-treaty-against-plastic/
https://www.bworldonline.com/sparkup-wwf-philippines-proposes-three-year-roadmap-to-reduce-plastic-waste/
https://www.bworldonline.com/recycling-line-turns-plastic-sachets-into-eco-boards/?fbclid=IwAR0szYAUq0hFsnt7cH2GBL4FMRNuSx71L3SCn409c2CiWa8Z1t7xc_F3e5A
https://www.bworldonline.com/recycling-line-turns-plastic-sachets-into-eco-boards/?fbclid=IwAR0szYAUq0hFsnt7cH2GBL4FMRNuSx71L3SCn409c2CiWa8Z1t7xc_F3e5A
https://www.bworldonline.com/recycling-line-turns-plastic-sachets-into-eco-boards/?fbclid=IwAR0szYAUq0hFsnt7cH2GBL4FMRNuSx71L3SCn409c2CiWa8Z1t7xc_F3e5A
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'Do good' for you and the planet 
OOH LA LAI - Lai S. Reyes - The Philippine Star March 22, 2022 | 12:00am 

 
Plastic products kill the oceans and worsen global warming. 

Pexels 

 

Heavy rains, flash floods, and wildfires. The extreme weather conditions we are experiencing 

right now is proof that the danger of climate change is upon us. The clock is ticking. And if we 

don’t do anything about it, no one can protect us from environmental catastrophes. We’ll be 

knocked out for real. 

What causes it and what can we do to prevent it? 

When greenhouse gas emissions blanket the Earth, they trap the sun’s heat, making the world 

warmer than normal. 

“Main causes of greenhouse gas emissions are fossil fuels that give us gas, heat and oil — all 

very essential to our lives today,” notes Viki Encarnacion, Watsons Philippines PR and 

Sustainability director, at the recent Do Good for Earth, Sa Watsons Ako webinar. “And while it 

may be impossible to totally prevent global warming, there are some things that we can do to 

lessen the Earth’s greenhouse effect.” 

Moderated by environment advocate Anna Oposa of Save Philippine Seas, the “Smart Waste 

Management Towards a Sustainable Future” webinar tackled important topics such as how 

people can contribute to environmental conservation through 3Rs (Reuse, Recycle, Refill), the 

relationship of solid waste management and climate change, the impact of recycling on the 

environment, economy and the community, among others. 

 
Let’s follow the hierarchy of waste management as a way of life: Prevent, Re-use, Recycle, Recover, Disposal. 

Waste not! 

Solid waste management is an integral component of climate change. 

“When we speak of climate change, we look into methane emissions,” says Commissioner 

Crispian Lao of the National Waste Management Commission. 

Source: https://interaksyon.philstar.com/politics-issues/2022/03/22/213333/no-country-met-

who-air-quality-standards-in-2021-data/  

 

https://www.philstar.com/columns/135124
https://www.philstar.com/authors/1447204/lai-s-reyes
https://interaksyon.philstar.com/politics-issues/2022/03/22/213333/no-country-met-who-air-quality-standards-in-2021-data/
https://interaksyon.philstar.com/politics-issues/2022/03/22/213333/no-country-met-who-air-quality-standards-in-2021-data/
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In terms of solid waste, we normally look at methane emissions in our landfills, black carbon 

for the transport of our waste to the disposal facilities, as well as open burning of waste. 

“In dealing with climate change, we have to focus also on how our own waste would contribute 

to it,” notes Lao. 

In the Philippines, we have the Ecological Solid Waste Management Act (RA No. 9003), which 

provides us with a spectrum of what we, as individuals, need to do to address solid waste 

management problems. 

“It defines the roles of the barangays and the LGUs,” shares Lao. “The barangays are tasked 

to set up material recovery facilities (MRF) to deal with our biodegradable and recyclable 

wastes, while the LGUs are tasked to haul and properly dispose of only the residual waste.” 

This includes even our household-generated waste during the pandemic such as facemasks 

and face shields. 

Did you know that in 2019, the Philippines generated about 44,000 tons of waste per day? 

Each one of us contributed about .3 to .7 kilograms of waste. In Metro Manila, studies show 

that it’s over one kilo per day. The capital city also contributed 10,000 tons of waste per day. 

“Sadly, as far as compliance of LGUs is concerned, only 35 percent of our barangays set up 

MRF as mandated by law,” relates Lao. “And only 31 percent of our LGUs have access to solid 

waste or sanitary landfill disposal facilities. That’s why it’s very important for all of us to deal 

with the waste that we generate, so that it doesn’t end up in the open environment.” 

According to Lao, the commission is advocating for a Food Waste Management program. 

“We need to compost our biodegradables as much as possible,” Lao adds. 

And we should all follow the five steps in the hierarchy of waste management — Prevent, Re-

use, Recycle, Recover, Dispose — at home, in the office, or wherever we are. 

“Let’s start by avoiding generation of waste,” shares Lao. “Bring your own bag when grocery 

shopping, and participate in different programs in our community that aim to reduce generated 

waste.” 

Also, choose recyclables. Paper, plastic, glass and metals are highly recyclable. White paper, 

cardboard boxes and newspapers can be recycled as well. 

“Thermal paper, carbon paper, photo papers are not,” shares Lao. “Paper that comes in contact 

with food — grease and oil — is no longer recyclable. Of course, toilet paper should not be 

recycled because of the potential pathogen risk.” 

Plastics, on the other hand, are categorized as “rigids” and “flexibles.” 

“PET bottles and shampoo containers in the form of polyethylene and polypropylene are 

considered rigids. Flexibles are a bit challenging to recycle. But there are recycling 

infrastructures for flexibles, even sachets,” notes Lao. 

Glass is highly recyclable, too. Just don’t include electronic glass like light bulbs in the recycling 

stream, as well your ovenware. 

“Ovenware contains boric oxide, which affects the recycling system,” explains Lao. “Tin, 

aluminum cans and other metals, including copper can be recycled.” 

According to Lao, some of these recyclables are converted into building materials, school 

chairs, and other projects that are being done by many social enterprise groups. 

 

Source: https://interaksyon.philstar.com/politics-issues/2022/03/22/213333/no-country-met-

who-air-quality-standards-in-2021-data/  

 

https://interaksyon.philstar.com/politics-issues/2022/03/22/213333/no-country-met-who-air-quality-standards-in-2021-data/
https://interaksyon.philstar.com/politics-issues/2022/03/22/213333/no-country-met-who-air-quality-standards-in-2021-data/
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There are drop-off centers in some of the biggest malls in the metro where you can bring your 

recyclable materials. 

“It is critical for us to do our share for the environment and participate in programs that are 

already there,” says Lao. “Again, let’s follow the waste hierarchy as a way of life.” 

 
Watsons Philippines’ Patrick Yu. 

Ayoko sa plastic! 

Plastic Bank CEO and founder David Katz discussed what social plastic can do to help 

impoverished communities gain access to necessities such as food and water. 

“Recycling isn’t just an opportunity to return materials back into manufacturing in the supply 

chain. It’s an opportunity to look at things differently. Where others saw waste, there is worth,” 

Katz enthuses. 

Plastic Bank is working to stop ocean plastic while reducing poverty. By enabling the exchange 

of waste plastic for money, or blockchain-secured digital tokens, Plastic Bank reveals the true 

value of the material, making it too valuable to throw away. This empowers recycling 

ecosystems around the world, driving responsible economic development in underprivileged 

communities and reducing the flow of plastic into our oceans. 

When asked what is the pivotal role of consumers in waste reduction and environmental 

conservation, Katz replies: “Every time you buy something, you vote for it. And if you continue 

to buy products that are polluting the Earth, that’s killing the oceans, that’s what companies will 

continue producing. That’s something that we have to be very conscious of. It’s truly our 

responsibility. Don’t forget: you buy, you vote.” 

Making sustainable choices 

“’Sustainable choices’ is our flagship program for our customers. But we can’t do it alone. For 

any program to make a strong impact, we must involve many stakeholders and that involves 

our suppliers and our employees,” enthuses Vicki Encarnacion of Watsons. 

In collaboration with Plastic Bank, Watsons was able to recycle 833,000 plastic bottles in 2021. 

“The partnership with Watsons is an opportunity for the world to bear witness to great change. 

It takes the bold and the authentic to do something that hasn’t been done before and we know 

that in partnership with Watsons, the world is going to witness the change in the communities 

and the lives of our collectors,” Katz says. 

You, too, have the power to save our environment. Viki shares small acts that you can do: 

•Walk more. 
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You, too, have the power to save our environment. Viki shares small acts that you can do: 

•Walk more. 

•Bike more. 

•Turn off the lights or use alternative energy. 

•Plant a tree. 

•Consume less. 

“But if you really need to buy something, consider more sustainable products,” advises Viki. 
“And for sustainable choices, as our new brand campaign says, ‘Sa Watsons Ako!’” 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Source: https://www.philstar.com/lifestyle/health-and-family/2022/03/22/2168893/do-good-

you-and-planet  

 

https://www.philstar.com/lifestyle/health-and-family/2022/03/22/2168893/do-good-you-and-planet
https://www.philstar.com/lifestyle/health-and-family/2022/03/22/2168893/do-good-you-and-planet
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BOC Cebu-Subport Mactan seizes flower seeds 

‘smuggled’ from Indonesia 
By: Doris C. Bongcac - Editor/CDN Digital|March 22,2022 - 11:50 AM 

 
 Photo from BOC Port of Cebu 

MANDAUE CITY, Cebu — Various flowers seeds that were believed to have been smuggled 
from Indonesia were confiscated by personnel of the Bureau of Customs (BOC) Cebu-Subport 
of Mactan because of lack of sanitary and phytosanitary import clearance from the Bureau of 
Plant Industry. 
 
A total of 41 sachets of seeds weighing 1.5 kilograms were kept hidden in a pair of sports 
shoes, but these were detected during the inspection bureau’s X-Ray Inspection Project (XIP) 
Team. 
 
In an advisory, BOC Port of Cebu said the package arrived in Cebu last March 17. 
“The package, declared to only contain sport shoes, was flagged down by the X-Ray Inspection 
Project (XIP) Team after non-intrusive inspection yielded suspicious scanning images,” the 
BOC said. 

 
Photo from BOC Port of Cebu 

District Collector Charlito Martin Mendoza issued a Warrant of Seizure and Detention after 

finding probable cause for the deliberate misdeclaration of the flower seeds, a violation of 

Section 1113 (F), (I), and (L-3, 4,  and 5) in relation to Section 1400 of the Customs 

Modernization and Tariff Act and BPI Quarantine Administrative Order No. 2, series of 2008. 
 

Read more: https://cebudailynews.inquirer.net/431042/boc-cebu-subport-mactan-seizes-

flower-seeds-smuggled-from-indonesia#ixzz7OJ3lSLuZ 

 

https://cebudailynews.inquirer.net/431042/boc-cebu-subport-mactan-seizes-flower-seeds-smuggled-from-indonesia#ixzz7OJ3lSLuZ
https://cebudailynews.inquirer.net/431042/boc-cebu-subport-mactan-seizes-flower-seeds-smuggled-from-indonesia#ixzz7OJ3lSLuZ
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For his part, Mactan Port Collector Gerardo Campo is reminding the public that the importation 

of plants and plant products is only allowed “if covered with import clearance from the Bureau 

of Plant Industry.” 

“Do not resort to misdeclaration and concealment to effect the release of your importation,” he 

warned. 

BOC said the seizure of the flower seeds was in line with the directive of Commissioner Rey 

Leonardo Guerrero “to continuously boost surveillance and monitoring efforts against the 

proliferation of illegal trade of wildlife species to protect the environment and preserve 

biodiversity.” 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Source: https://cebudailynews.inquirer.net/431042/boc-cebu-subport-mactan-seizes-flower-

seeds-smuggled-from-

indonesia?fbclid=IwAR0xkTeHRLCvLA5fRvPFiYwFhILb47ryzECtWWTtxurOcSusSWUGh

vZEwl4#ixzz7OETsQ3v8  

 

https://cebudailynews.inquirer.net/431042/boc-cebu-subport-mactan-seizes-flower-seeds-smuggled-from-indonesia?fbclid=IwAR0xkTeHRLCvLA5fRvPFiYwFhILb47ryzECtWWTtxurOcSusSWUGhvZEwl4#ixzz7OETsQ3v8
https://cebudailynews.inquirer.net/431042/boc-cebu-subport-mactan-seizes-flower-seeds-smuggled-from-indonesia?fbclid=IwAR0xkTeHRLCvLA5fRvPFiYwFhILb47ryzECtWWTtxurOcSusSWUGhvZEwl4#ixzz7OETsQ3v8
https://cebudailynews.inquirer.net/431042/boc-cebu-subport-mactan-seizes-flower-seeds-smuggled-from-indonesia?fbclid=IwAR0xkTeHRLCvLA5fRvPFiYwFhILb47ryzECtWWTtxurOcSusSWUGhvZEwl4#ixzz7OETsQ3v8
https://cebudailynews.inquirer.net/431042/boc-cebu-subport-mactan-seizes-flower-seeds-smuggled-from-indonesia?fbclid=IwAR0xkTeHRLCvLA5fRvPFiYwFhILb47ryzECtWWTtxurOcSusSWUGhvZEwl4#ixzz7OETsQ3v8
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Mothers of Manicani cry for jobs, vow to protect 

the island 
March 23, 2022 

 
WOMEN from the villages near the Manicani mines in Guiuan, Eastern Samar gathered on March 2 to stage a protest rally 

seeking the resumption of mining in the island. CONTRIBUTED PHOTO 

IN time for the celebration of International Women's Month, a group of mothers, representing 

the four villages of the island of Manicani — Banaag, Buenavista, Hamorawon, San Jose in 

Manicani Island, Guiuan, Eastern Samar — gather together to draw attention to the economic 

condition in their communities, committing to protecting Manicani as they await the resumption 

of jobs on the island. 

On March 2, the Department of Environment and Natural Resources (DENR) announces the 

resumption of the operations of Hinatuan Mining Corp. (HMC) after years of deliberation, 

including the release of the result of the investigation conducted by the Agency's "special team," 

attesting to the feasibility and viability of mining on the island. 

Julie Morante, a mother of five children, and Mary-Ann Samares, a 40-year-old wife and mother 

from Barangay Hamorawon, are among the most vocal in the group of mothers in Manicani 

who gathered recently to talk about the economic condition in the island as news of the 

resumption of HMC-MNP's operations quickly spreads. 

Julie is excited for Manicani and for the future of her whole family, but she says she will remain 

vigilant just like her sister. 

"We have been paying attention; we have been watchers of the pros and cons of mining. We 

are pleased that it is Nickel Asia (NAC) that is handling the contract in Manicani, a company 

with a good track record. We trust NAC but we will be its watchdogs from the communities," 

said Julie. 

HMC and CMC are subsidiaries of NAC. From their own data gathered from the communities, 

HMC-MNP's Engr. Manolito Javar, project manager, said the company has at least 89 percent 

trust rating and with the same percentage of residents supporting mining on the island. 

Source: https://www.manilatimes.net/2022/03/23/public-square/mothers-of-manicani-cry-for-

jobs-vow-to-protect-the-island/1837242  

 

https://www.manilatimes.net/2022/03/23/public-square/mothers-of-manicani-cry-for-jobs-vow-to-protect-the-island/1837242
https://www.manilatimes.net/2022/03/23/public-square/mothers-of-manicani-cry-for-jobs-vow-to-protect-the-island/1837242
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Migration’s role in mitigating the impacts of 
climate change 
MARCH 22, 2022 

Typhoon Odette (international name Rai) smashed the Philippines three months ago, sweeping 

through 11 of the country’s 17 regions, destroying or damaging over 2 million houses, far 

eclipsing that of Typhoon Yolanda (Typhoon Haiyan) in 2013. Approximately 32,200 people 

remain displaced mostly in evacuation centers. 

The road to a full recovery will be long and full of challenges. Yet returning from my field visit 

to Siargao, I was inspired by the “bayanihan” spirit. From the community where people are 

assisting their fellow neighbors to rebuild their houses, to the intervention led by local 

government units, mayors, governors and even national officials, the desire to recover and help 

one another in times of crisis is palpable and something that will stay with me long after my 

visit.   

This typhoon, however, must serve as a wake-up call to the international community. The 

Global Climate Risk Index 2020 ranks the Philippines as the second most vulnerable country 

in the world affected by climate change despite being one of the smallest contributors to CO2 

emissions. More than 60 percent of the Filipino population resides in coastal areas and will be 

forced to move with one-meter sea rise brought about by global warming—that equates to 60 

million people having to move by the end of this century. As President Duterte warned in his 

address during the 76th United Nations General Assembly, “the risks and burden of a warming 

climate are simply not the same for everyone. … But here we are now at a critical tipping point, 

where failure to act leads to cataclysmic consequences for the whole of humankind.” 

Knowing that climate impact is inevitable and recognizing that failure to act will be cataclysmic, 

there are three things we must do now to prepare for and mitigate the impacts of climate change 

on human life. 

First, we have seen time and again that human mobility is inextricably linked to climate change. 

Nowhere is that more evident than in the Philippines. Migration is one of the coping 

mechanisms of affected Filipinos facing climate crisis, either as a choice or a force of 

circumstance. We must acknowledge that the protection of the most vulnerable should be at 

the forefront of our climate action, and collectively build migration into our climate change 

mitigation measures. National and regional policies must include more migration adaptation 

measures, and resources are needed to address and prevent displacements while increasing 

people’s resilience, especially in the most vulnerable countries. 

Second, it is imperative to ensure that adaptive migration as a solution is safe, informed, and 

desired. For instance, the International Organization for Migration (IOM) is working closely with 

the Philippine government and communities on planned relocation and transitional sites in 

typhoon affected areas. Through the generous support from donors such as USAID, Australia, 

Japan, Canada, UN Central Emergency Response Fund and Germany, IOM is providing critical 

shelter assistance, hygiene and sanitation, Camp Coordination and Camp Management 

(CCCM), Health and Covid prevention and Mental Health and Psychosocial Services. While 

essential, these actions are primarily reactive. Our actions in the field today can and should be 

a pathway towards managing climate vulnerabilities. They must be done proactively and 

strategically in a contextually grounded manner and with strong community engagement. 

Finally, we need to harness the power of the estimated 10 million Filipinos living abroad to 

strengthen climate resilience locally. The Philippines is a country that has for decades made 

the most out of migration. Since the 1980s, overseas Filipino workers (OFWs) have been hailed 

as bagong bayani (modern-day heroes). In 2019, remittances from OFWs reached a record high 

of $33.9 billion, equivalent to nearly 10 percent of the country’s gross domestic product (GDP). 

With one of the largest diasporas in the world, we need to leverage this support and direct these 

 
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as bagong bayani (modern-day heroes). In 2019, remittances from OFWs reached a record 

high of $33.9 billion, equivalent to nearly 10 percent of the country’s gross domestic product 

(GDP). With one of the largest diasporas in the world, we need to leverage this support and 

direct these financial contributions to build back better using the lessons learned from past 

climate emergencies—such as building four-corner roofs over home in typhoon-prone areas to 

protect these rebuilt communities from future devastation. 

As the cost of the climate crisis is reaching irreversible heights, I depart the 
Philippines reflecting on the devastating impacts of Typhoon Odette and the future of the 
communities in the Philippines. While the “bayanihan” spirit gives me hope, we now need bold 
collective action to build the resilience of communities at risk, to protect the most vulnerable, 
and to ensure that migration remains a choice rather than a necessity. 

The author is the Deputy Director General of the International Organization for Migration. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Source: https://businessmirror.com.ph/2022/03/22/migrations-role-in-mitigating-the-impacts-

of-climate-change/  
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Liter of Light Premieres Pioneering Filipino 

Global Environmental Film at EXPO2020 
 Monday, March 21, 2022 Journal Online 

 
DUBAI – Liter of Light, a Filipino-born global grassroots solar lighting movement, will premiere 
a pioneering environmental film at Expo 2020 during the Middle East and North Africa (MENA) 
Climate Week. The documentary seeks to put a spotlight on the need to address social 
inequalities and for a call for more urgent and united action “to protect our people and future 
generations”; specially developing countries already experiencing adverse effects of the 
environment. The “Theory of Light” will receive its first public presentation at the world’s 
biggest show on March 27, in front of over 100 dignitaries and guests at the Opportunity Forum 
at the Expo 2020 Dubai. 
 
The film premiere will be at the Opportunity Forum on March 27, 2022 at 7:00pm. It is a unique 
opportunity to share the impact of a Philippine innovation in building resilient communities with 
a broad audience that has convened in Dubai because of their commitment to sustainability. 
This project is supported by the United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change 
(UNFCCC) where the Liter of Light is a Momentum for Change awardee 
(https://tinyurl.com/mryxvzec) and will feature interviews of Niclas Svenningsen, Manager, UN 
Global Climate Action. 

 

Part historical chronicle, part environmental lesson, “Theory of Light” shows how Liter of 
Light is reinvigorating efforts to take action because of the increasing impact of climate change 
and inspiring new generations of innovators from the Global South to come up with ideas that 
will change the world. 
The Philippines is one of the most climate vulnerable countries in the world. As part of the 
typhoon belt, the country expects 20 storms each year, but with the increase in global warming, 
25% of these yearly storms are now classified as catastrophic. Just last December, a new 
Category 5 storm, Super Typhoon Rai, tore through the Philippines, killing more than 400 
people and destroying hundreds of thousands of homes. It is only the latest in a series of super 
storms that pose an existential threat to the island nation’s heritage and way of life. 

“Most media coverage to date focuses on the receiving effects of the climate crisis,” says Illac 
Diaz, Founder and Executive Director of Liter of Light. “Filipinos are admired for our resilience, 
but rarely do stories focus on the innovative solutions that communities themselves have 
developed to take dramatic action. In fact, only 1% of all global expenses for filmmaking are 
spent on the environment, especially in the Philippines. With this documentary, we want to flip 
the script, and share stories of hope that inspire others to make a commitment to the planet.” 
 
In 2018, Liter of Light has been selected as one of the Global Innovators under Expo Live, Expo 

2020’s global innovation and partnership programme, and received funding for its grassroots 

work in the Philippines. The results of the Expo Live funded projects were recorded in a 

 

Source: https://interaksyon.philstar.com/politics-issues/2022/03/22/213333/no-country-met-

who-air-quality-standards-in-2021-data/  

 

https://journal.com.ph/liter-of-light-premieres-pioneering-filipino-global-environmental-film-at-expo2020/
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https://tinyurl.com/mryxvzec
https://www.expo2020dubai.com/en/understanding-expo/expo-initiatives/expo-live
https://interaksyon.philstar.com/politics-issues/2022/03/22/213333/no-country-met-who-air-quality-standards-in-2021-data/
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documentary. This documentary would like to advance bold storytelling that centers the climate 
emergency through a climate justice lens. With a commitment to uplift perspectives of black, 
brown and indigenous communities, whose lives are already being impacted by climate 
change. But also to represent those who feel excluded for the climate movement and whose 
voices have not been represented in traditional climate storytelling. 
 
The feature-length film is produced and distributed by TBA Studios (https://www.tba.ph/film-
catalogue/), the two-time Philippine representative to the Academy Awards. Known for its 
critically-acclaimed and groundbreaking films, TBA Studios cemented their status as one of the 
top production companies in the Philippines with its big budget epics and major box office hits 
such as “General Luna” and “Goyo: The Boy General”. 
 
“TBA Studios has always been committed to bringing to life stories that inspire, educate, and 
entertain. ‘Theory of Light’ is the first Filipino global environmental film with a local narrative 
about the harsh realities of climate change. We hope that this project will touch people’s lives—
the way it did ours—and continue to influence decision-makers around the world to create more 
sustainable and tangible solutions for all,” shares TBA Studios CEO E. A. Rocha. 
 
“I believe in the power of collaboration and partnerships to elevate global sustainability. For our 
children’s children, the present generation must come together and adapt to the challenges of 
climate change. “Theory of Light” shows us that even the simplest folk can do their part and 
be an excellent example of resilience and disaster preparedness. We find shining beacons of 
light amid natural disasters,” says Mr. Hans T. Sy, Chairman of the Executive Committee for 
SM Prime Holdings. 
 
Development of “Theory of Light” was supported by a grant from SM Prime Holdings, Inc, one 
of the leading integrated property developers in Southeast Asia. Sustainability and Disaster 
Risk Reduction and Resilience form part of SM Prime’s core business strategies, committed to 
its role as a catalyst for economic growth, delivering innovative and sustainable lifestyle cities. 
Filmmaker J.P. Gopez, whose works include documentaries for National Geographic and TBA 
Studios’ legacy docu-series “Habambuhay: Remembering 100 Years of Philippine Cinema”, 
helmed the project. It is also executive produced by Liter of Light founder Illac Diaz, SM Prime 
President Hans Sy, TBA Studios CEOs E.A. Rocha and Fernando Ortigas with TBA’s Executive 
Vice-President and General Manager Daphne Chiu and Film Development Manager Margie 
Navarro co-producing. 

 

Source: https://journal.com.ph/liter-of-light-premieres-pioneering-filipino-global-

environmental-film-at-expo2020/  

 

https://www.tba.ph/film-catalogue/
https://www.tba.ph/film-catalogue/
https://journal.com.ph/liter-of-light-premieres-pioneering-filipino-global-environmental-film-at-expo2020/
https://journal.com.ph/liter-of-light-premieres-pioneering-filipino-global-environmental-film-at-expo2020/
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These were the best and worst places for air 
quality in 2021, new report shows 
By Rachel Ramirez, CNN 

Published Mar 23, 2022 12:59:49 AM 

 
Courtesy: Amal KS/Hindustan Times via Getty Images 

(CNN) — Air pollution spiked to unhealthy levels around the world in 2021, according to a new 
report. 

The report by IQAir, a company that tracks global air quality, found that average annual air 
pollution in every country — and 97% of cities — exceeded the World Health Organization's air 
quality guidelines, which were designed to help governments craft regulations to protect public 
health. 

Only 222 cities of the 6,475 analyzed had average air quality that met WHO's standard. Three 
territories were found to have met WHO guidelines: the French territory of New Caledonia and 
the United States territories of Puerto Rico and the US Virgin Islands. 

India, Pakistan and Bangladesh were among the countries with the worst air pollution, 
exceeding the guidelines by at least 10 times. 

The Scandinavian countries, Australia, Canada, Japan and United Kingdom ranked among the 
best countries for air quality, with average levels that exceeded the guidelines by 1 to 2 times. 

In the United States, IQAir found air pollution exceeded WHO guidelines by 2 to 3 times in 
2021. 

"This report underscores the need for governments around the world to help reduce global air 
pollution," Glory Dolphin Hammes, CEO of IQAir North America, told CNN. "(Fine particulate 
matter) kills far too many people every year and governments need to set more stringent air 
quality national standards and explore better foreign policies that promote better air quality." 

Above: IQAir analyzed average annual air quality for more than 6,000 cities and categorized 
them from best air quality, in blue (Meets WHO PM2.5 guildline) to worst, in purple (Exceeds 
WHO PM2.5 guideline by over 10 times). An interactive map is available from IQAir. 

It's the first major global air quality report based on WHO's new annual air pollution guidelines, 
which were updated in September 2021. The new guidelines halved the acceptable 
concentration of fine particulate matter — or PM 2.5 — from 10 down to 5 micrograms per cubic 
meter. 

PM 2.5 is the tiniest pollutant yet also among the most dangerous. When inhaled, it travels 
deep into lung tissue where it can enter the bloodstream. It comes from sources like the burning 
of fossil fuels, dust storms and wildfires, and has been linked to a number of health threats 

 
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PM 2.5 is the tiniest pollutant yet also among the most dangerous. When inhaled, it travels 
deep into lung tissue where it can enter the bloodstream. It comes from sources like the burning 
of fossil fuels, dust storms and wildfires, and has been linked to a number of health threats 
including asthma, heart disease and other respiratory illnesses. 

Millions of people die each year from air quality issues. In 2016, around 4.2 million premature 
deaths were associated with fine particulate matter, according to WHO. If the 2021 guidelines 
had been applied that year, WHO found there could have been nearly 3.3 million fewer 
pollution-related deaths. 

IQAir analyzed pollution-monitoring stations in 6,475 cities across 117 countries, regions and 
territories. 

In the US, air pollution spiked in 2021 compared to 2020. Out of the more than 2,400 US cities 
analyzed, Los Angeles air remained the most polluted, despite seeing a 6% decrease 
compared to 2020. Atlanta and Minneapolis saw significant increases in pollution, the report 
showed. 

"The (United States') reliance on fossil fuels, increasing severity of wildfires as well as varying 
enforcement of the Clean Air Act from administration to administration have all added to U.S. 
air pollution," the authors wrote. 

Researchers say the main sources of pollution in the US were fossil fuel-powered 
transportation, energy production and wildfires, which wreak havoc on the country's most 
vulnerable and marginalized communities. 

"We are heavily dependent on fossil fuels, especially in terms of transportation," said Hammes, 
who lives a few miles from Los Angeles. "We can act smartly on this with zero emissions, but 
we're still not doing it. And this is having a devastating impact on the air pollution that we're 
seeing in major cities." 

Climate change-fueled wildfires played a significant role in reducing air quality in the US in 
2021. The authors pointed to a number of fires that led to hazardous air pollution — including 
the Caldor and Dixie fires in California, as well as the Bootleg Fire in Oregon, which wafted 
smoke all the way to the East Coast in July. 

China — which is among the countries with the worst air pollution — showed improved air 
quality in 2021. More than half of the Chinese cities analyzed in the report saw lower levels of 
air pollution compared to the previous year. The capital city of Beijing continued a five-year 
trend of improved air quality, according to the report, due to a policy-driven drawdown of 
polluting industries in the city. 

The report also found that the Amazon Rainforest, which had acted as the world's major 
defender against the climate crisis, emitted more carbon dioxide than it absorbed last year. 
Deforestation and wildfires have threatened the critical ecosystem, polluted the air and 
contributed to climate change. 

"This is all a part of the formula that will lead to or is leading to global warming." Hammes said. 

The report also unveiled some inequalities: Monitoring stations remain scant in some 
developing countries in Africa, South America and the Middle East, resulting in a dearth of air 
quality data in those regions. 

 

"When you don't have that data, you're really in the dark," Hammes said. 

Hammes noted the African country of Chad was included in the report for the first time, due to 

 
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"When you don't have that data, you're really in the dark," Hammes said. 

Hammes noted the African country of Chad was included in the report for the first time, due to 
an improvement in its monitoring network. IQAir found the country's air pollution was the 
second-highest in the world last year, behind Bangladesh. 

Tarik Benmarhnia, a climate change epidemiologist at Scripps Institution of Oceanography who 
has studied the health impact of wildfire smoke, also noted that relying only on monitoring 
stations can lead to blind spots in these reports. 

"I think it is great that they relied on different networks and not only governmental sources," 
Benmarhnia, who was not involved in this report, told CNN. "However, many regions do not 
have enough stations and alternative techniques exist." 

The UN Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change concluded in its 2021 report that, in 
addition to slowing the speed of global warming, curbing the use of fossil fuels would have the 
added benefit of improving air quality and public health. 

Hammes said the IQAir report is even more reason for the world to wean off fossil fuel. 

"We've got the report, we can read it, we can internalize it and really devote ourselves to taking 
action," she said. "There needs to be a major move towards renewable energy. We need to 
take drastic action in order to reverse the tide of global warming; otherwise, the impact and the 
train that we're on (would be) irreversible." 

This story was first published on CNN.com, "These were the best and worst places for air 
quality in 2021, new report shows." 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Source: https://www.cnnphilippines.com/world/2022/3/23/IQAir-2021-air-quality-report.html  

 

https://edition.cnn.com/2022/03/22/world/air-pollution-2021-iqair-report-climate/index.html
https://edition.cnn.com/2022/03/22/world/air-pollution-2021-iqair-report-climate/index.html
https://www.cnnphilippines.com/world/2022/3/23/IQAir-2021-air-quality-report.html
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No country met WHO air quality standards in 2021 

—data 
By Reuters - March 22, 2022 - 12:22 PM 

 
People play cricket on the floodplains of the Yamuna river on a smoggy morning in New Delhi, India, November 17, 2021. 

(Reuters/Anushree Fadnavis/File Photo) 

SHANGHAI— Not a single country managed to meet the World Health Organization’s (WHO) 
air quality standard in 2021, a survey of pollution data in 6,475 cities showed on Tuesday, and 
smog even rebounded in some regions after a COVID-related dip. 
 
The WHO recommends that average annual readings of small and hazardous airborne particles 
known as PM2.5 should be no more than 5 micrograms per cubic meter after changing its 
guidelines last year, saying that even low concentrations caused significant health risks. 
 
But only 3.4% of the surveyed cities met the standard in 2021, according to data complied by 
IQAir, a Swiss pollution technology company that monitors air quality. As many as 93 cities saw 
PM2.5 levels at 10 times the recommended level. 
 
“There are a lot of countries that are making big strides in reduction,” said Christi Schroeder, 
air quality science manager with IQAir. “China started with some very big numbers and they 
are continuing to decrease over time. But there are also places in the world where it is getting 
significantly worse.” 
 
India’s overall pollution levels worsened in 2021 and New Delhi remained the world’s most 
polluted capital, the data showed. Bangladesh was the most polluted country, also unchanged 
from the previous year, while Chad ranked second after the African country’s data was included 
for the first time. 
 
China, which has been waging war on pollution since 2014, fell to 22nd in the PM2.5 rankings 
in 2021, down from 14th place a year earlier, with average readings improving slightly over the 
year to 32.6 micrograms, IQAir said. 
 
Hotan in the northwestern region of Xinjiang was China’s worst performing city, with average 
PM2.5 readings of more than 100 micrograms, largely caused by sandstorms. 
 
It fell to third on the list of the world’s most polluted cities after being overtaken by Bhiwadi and 
Ghaziabad, both in India. 

—Reporting by David Stanway; Editing by Christian Schmollinger 

Source: https://interaksyon.philstar.com/politics-issues/2022/03/22/213333/no-country-met-

who-air-quality-standards-in-2021-data/  

 

https://interaksyon.philstar.com/author/reuters/
https://www.iqair.com/us/world-air-quality-report
https://interaksyon.philstar.com/politics-issues/2022/03/22/213333/no-country-met-who-air-quality-standards-in-2021-data/
https://interaksyon.philstar.com/politics-issues/2022/03/22/213333/no-country-met-who-air-quality-standards-in-2021-data/
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UN weighs listing Great Barrier Reef as 'in danger' 
Published March 22, 2022, 6:30 AM 
by Agence-France-Presse 

SYDNEY, Australia — The United Nations began a monitoring mission on the Great Barrier 

Reef Monday, assessing whether the World Heritage site is being protected from climate 

change as it suffers further widespread bleaching. 

 
This picture taken on March 7, 2022 shows the current condition of the coral on the Great Barrier Reef, off the coast 

of the Australian state of Queensland. The Great Barrier Reef has again been hit with “widespread” bleaching, 

authorities said on March 18, 2022, as higher-than-average ocean temperatures off Australia’s northeast threaten the 

already struggling World Heritage site. Glenn NICHOLLS / AFP 

Higher-than-average temperatures have again caused severe bleaching in parts of the reef, 

authorities confirmed last week, dashing hopes a cooler La Nina summer could spare corals 

from another season of heat damage. 

 

UNESCO’s mission will assess whether the Australian government is doing enough to 

address threats to the Great Barrier Reef, including climate change, before the World 

Heritage Committee considers listing it as “in danger” in June. 

 

Reef expert Scott Heron of James Cook University told AFP he hoped “there is some 

transparency in the areas of the reef [the UN team] are visiting”, including those affected 

by the current bleaching event. 

 

“There are parts of the reef where the condition is so poor there is no opportunity for coral 

bleaching this year because there are few corals left,” he said. 

 

Heron said climate change was pushing the reef closer to the limits of its stress threshold, 

making bleaching events more likely. 

 

“We need urgent action on climate change this decade,” he said. 

 

Since 2016, the Great Barrier Reef has been hit by three mass bleaching events, during 

which heat-stressed corals expel algae living in their tissues, draining them of their vibrant 

colours. 

 

A decision by the World Heritage Committee last July not to list the reef as “in danger” 

surprised many, given UNESCO had recommended the listing just weeks earlier.  

 

When the UN previously threatened to downgrade the reef’s World Heritage listing in 2015, 

Australia created a “Reef 2050” plan and poured billions of dollars into protection 

 

Source: https://mb.com.ph/2022/03/22/un-weighs-listing-great-barrier-reef-as-in-danger/  

 

https://mb.com.ph/author/agence-france-presse
https://mb.com.ph/2022/03/22/un-weighs-listing-great-barrier-reef-as-in-danger/
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COVID-19 positivity rate sa Pilipinas, bahagyang 
tumaas – OCTA 
By Angellic JordanMarch 22, 2022 - 03:39 PM 

 

Bahagyang tumaas ang COVID-19 positivity rate sa Pilipinas, ayon sa OCTA Research. 

Ayon kay OCTA Research fellow Dr. Guido David, nasa 2.5 porsyento ang positivity rate sa 
bansa hanggang March 20. 

Mas mataas kumpara sa 2.4 porsyentong positivity rate noong nakaraang linggo. 

 
Mula sa 0.23 noong March 11, tumaas din sa 0.29 ang reproduction number hanggang March 
18. 

“However, the figure on new cases shows a flat, slightly downward trend but not an increasing 
one,” ani David. 

Nananatili pa rin ang Pilipinas sa ‘very low risk’ classification sa nakahahawang sakit, at 
ipagpapatuloy pa rin aniya ang pagtutok sa posibleng pagbabago sa trends. 

Payo ni David, ituloy pa rin ang pagtalima sa minimum health protocols. 

 

 

 

 

 

Source: https://radyo.inquirer.net/311532/covid-19-positivity-rate-sa-pilipinas-bahagyang-

tumaas-octa  

 

https://radyo.inquirer.net/311532/covid-19-positivity-rate-sa-pilipinas-bahagyang-tumaas-octa
https://radyo.inquirer.net/311532/covid-19-positivity-rate-sa-pilipinas-bahagyang-tumaas-octa
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DOH seeks FDA approval for 4th COVID-19 
shot for elderly, immunocompromised 
Gaea Katreena Cabico - Philstar.com March 22, 2022 | 5:31pm 

 
A senior citizen receives a COVID-19 jab at Pinyahan Elementary School in Quezon city during the continuation 

of inoculation of Sinovac vaccine on April 14, 2021. The 
The STAR / Michael Varcas 

MANILA, Philippines — The Department of Health has filed for Food and Drug Administration 

clearance of a fourth COVID-19 vaccine dose for the elderly and immunocompromised, an 

official said Tuesday. 

“The DOH has already submitted an application to the FDA for the amendment of emergency 

use authorization [of COVID-19 vaccines to allow] fourth doses,” Health Undersecretary Maria 

Rosario Vergeire said partly in Filipino during a briefing. 

“So we will wait for the decision of FDA on this and after that, we will discuss for the possible 

implementation,” she added. 

The government’s vaccine expert panel earlier recommended giving a second COVID-19 

booster shot to senior citizens and immunocompromised individuals. The elderly and people 

with comorbidities are at higher risk for severe illness from COVID-19. 

Currently, the EUA of COVID-19 jabs in the country allows only the administration of primary 

shots and booster doses. 

Over 65.2 million Filipinos have completed vaccination against COVID-19. Meanwhile, more 

than 11.6 million people have received boosters. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Source: https://www.philstar.com/headlines/2022/03/22/2169142/doh-seeks-fda-approval-4th-

covid-19-shot-elderly-immunocompromised  

 

https://www.philstar.com/authors/1805246/gaea-katreena-cabico
https://www.philstar.com/headlines/2022/03/22/2169142/doh-seeks-fda-approval-4th-covid-19-shot-elderly-immunocompromised
https://www.philstar.com/headlines/2022/03/22/2169142/doh-seeks-fda-approval-4th-covid-19-shot-elderly-immunocompromised
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Pagsuot ng face mask tuloy pa rin - Duterte 
Gemma Garcia - Pang-masa March 23, 2022 | 12:00am 

 
Ito ang sinabi ni Pangulong Rodrigo Duterte sa Talk of the People, dahil sa matagal pa ang pandemic at may 

mga ulat na may bagong COVID-19 variant sa Israel  kaya posibleng makapasok din ito sa bansa. 
The STAR / Edd Gumban, file 

 

MANILA, Philippines — Sa kabila ng patuloy na pagbaba ng COVID-19 case sa bansa ay 

mananatili pa rin ng pagsusuot ng facemask. 

Ito ang sinabi ni Pangulong Rodrigo Duterte sa Talk of the People, dahil sa matagal pa ang 

pandemic at may mga ulat na may bagong COVID-19 variant sa Israel  kaya posibleng 

makapasok din ito sa bansa. 

Kaya’t nakikiusap si Duterte na huwag munang galawin ang Bayanihan law dahil nakalaan ito 

para tugunan ang nakaambang COVID-19 surges. 

Nilinaw pa ng Pangulo na hindi pa siya handa na bawiin ang pagsusuot ng face masks lalo na 

sa mga saradong pampublikong lugar. 

Bagama’t mas mababa na ang bilang ng kaso ngayon ng nasabing virus sa buong bansa dahil 

nakakatulong umano ang pagsusuot ng face mask para mapigilan ang hawahan. 

Nauna nang sinabi ng Department of Health (DOH) na kabilang sa health measures na itinakda 

ng gobyerno para pigilan ang pagkalat ng virus ay ang paggamit ng face mask. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Source: https://www.philstar.com/pang-masa/police-metro/2022/03/23/2169255/pagsuot-ng-

face-mask-tuloy-pa-rin-duterte  

 

https://www.philstar.com/authors/1804810/gemma-garcia
https://www.philstar.com/pang-masa/police-metro/2022/03/23/2169255/pagsuot-ng-face-mask-tuloy-pa-rin-duterte
https://www.philstar.com/pang-masa/police-metro/2022/03/23/2169255/pagsuot-ng-face-mask-tuloy-pa-rin-duterte
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Please click this link: 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=utG8wjZXdBw 
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Please click this link: 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-cWQtpHeA1I  
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Please click this link: 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=w8ewOM58RY4 
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Please click this link: 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=nrqbE2YQl44 

 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=nrqbE2YQl44
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=nrqbE2YQl44


March 23, 2022 

Date 

 1 of 1 

Page 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

STRATEGIC  

COMMUNICATION &   

INITIATIVES  

SERVICE 

Headline 

Editorial 

Column 

Opinion 

Feature Article 

 

 

 

Please click this link: 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=BBguJ7U-fno 
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