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Biodiversity park soon to be developed in QC 
Published March 20, 2022, 9:53 AM 
by Aaron Recuenco 

 

An eco-friendly and urban biodiversity park is set to be constructed in Quezon City following 

the memorandum of agreement signed by the Department of the Environment and Natural 

Resources (DENR) with the Quezon City government and the Metro Pacific Investments 

Corporation (MPIC). 

Acting DENR Secretary Jim O. Sampulna said the proposed Gabay Kalikasan Park will be 

developed in New Manila in Quezon City and will serve as a pilot-test of the “adopt-a-city” 

approach in implementing the Urban Biodiversity Program (UBP) which is aimed at 

encouraging the business sector’s support in creating green urban communities at the city and 

barangay or village level. 

“While our focus is largely directed at managing natural ecosystems through the establishment 

of protected areas, we also need to address the importance of enhancing our urban 

ecosystems to be able to provide a quality and livable environment for urban dwellers,” 

Sampulna said. 

Sampulna said the park also seeks to increase awareness, understanding, and appreciation of 

local communities and other stakeholders on the importance of urban biodiversity and green 

spaces, and encourage individual actions on urban greening. 

Natividad Y. Bernardino, director of the DENR-Biodiversity and Management Bureau, said 

Filipinos can visualize the city landscape with living rivers, streams, lakes, coastal areas, 

swamps, urban forest parks, and green highways for wildlife through the DENR’s Urban 

Biodiversity Program. 

“Let us anticipate with enthusiasm the full-bodied implementation of the [UBP] as the DENR 

and the Department of the Interior and Local Government firm up a new policy on urban 

biodiversity as part of the Seal of Good Local Governance,” Bernardino said. 

Implemented in 2017, the UBP aims to promote the conservation of biodiversity, develop and 

maintain green spaces within cities to provide benefits through ecosystem services to Filipinos. 

Sampulna envisions an increase in the proportion of green spaces in the country’s five largest 

cities—Quezon City, Cebu, Davao, Caloocan, and Manila—by at least 5 percent under the 

Philippine Biodiversity Strategy Action Plan for 2015-2028. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Source: https://mb.com.ph/2022/03/20/biodiversity-park-soon-to-be-developed-in-qc/  
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DENR, Quezon City government ink deal for 
biodiversity park 
Elizabeth Marcelo - The Philippine Star March 21, 2022 | 12:00am 

MANILA, Philippines — The Department of Environment and Natural Resources (DENR) has 

signed a memorandum of agreement with the Quezon City government for the development of 

an urban biodiversity park in New Manila. 

“While our focus is largely directed at managing natural ecosystems through the establishment 

of protected areas, we also need to address the importance of enhancing urban ecosystems to 

be able to provide a quality and livable environment for city dwellers,” Environment Secretary 

Jim Sampulna said in a statement. 

Real estate developer Metro Pacific Investments Corp. (MPIC) also signed the agreement. 

Under the agreement, the local government of Quezon City and MPIC will be partners of the 

DENR in implementing the Urban Biodiversity Program (UBP) for the development and 

sustainable management of Madison Park, which will be known as Gabay Kalikasan Park, in 

New Manila. 

The DENR said the project would serve as the pilot test of its “adopt-a-city” approach in 

implementing the UBP to encourage the business sector’s support in creating green urban 

communities in cities and barangays. 

The department said the UBP, with the tagline “Building a biodiversity, friendly environment in 

Metro Manila,” also seeks to “increase awareness, understanding and appreciation of 

communities and other stakeholders on the importance of urban biodiversity and green spaces, 

and encourage individual actions on urban greening.” 

DENR Biodiversity Management Bureau director Natividad Bernardino said the department’s 

vision for the UBP is to transform the city’s landscape with “rivers, streams, lakes, coastal 

areas, swamps, urban forest parks and green highways for wildlife.” 

Implemented in 2017, the UBP aims to promote the conservation of biodiversity as well as 

develop and maintain green spaces within cities, which in turn can provide benefits to the public 

through ecosystem services. 

Sampulna said the DENR envisions an increase in the proportion of green spaces in the 

country’s five largest cities – Quezon City, Caloocan, Manila, Cebu and Davao – by at least 

five percent under the Philippine Biodiversity Strategy Action Plan. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Source: https://www.philstar.com/nation/2022/03/21/2168681/denr-quezon-city-government-

ink-deal-biodiversity-park  

 

https://www.philstar.com/authors/1805074/elizabeth-marcelo
https://www.philstar.com/nation/2022/03/21/2168681/denr-quezon-city-government-ink-deal-biodiversity-park
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Biodiversity park to rise in Quezon City 
March 20, 2022 | 7:16 pm 

 
BMB.GOV.PH 

THE DEPARTMENT of Environment and Natural Resources (DENR) has signed a 
memorandum of agreement with the Quezon City government and Metro Pacific Investments 
Corp. (MPIC) for the development of an urban biodiversity park in New Manila, Quezon City. 

“While our focus is largely directed at managing natural ecosystems through the establishment 
of protected areas, we also need to address the importance of enhancing our urban 
ecosystems to be able to provide a quality and livable environment for urban dwellers,” DENR 
Acting Secretary Jim O. Sampulna said in a statement. 

The project will develop and sustainably manage Madison Park, which will be renamed Gabay 
Kalikasan Park. 

It also intends to “encourage the business sector’s support in creating green urban communities 
at the city and barangay or village level.” 

The park is under the DENR’s Urban Biodiversity Program, which seeks to promote urban 
biodiversity and green spaces, ensure ecological integrity and clean and healthy environment. 

The DENR aims to increase green spaces by 2028 in the highly-urbanized cities of Quezon, 
Caloocan and Manila in the capital region, Cebu in central Philippines, and Davao in the 
southern island of Mindanao. — Luisa Maria Jacinta C. Jocson 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Source: https://www.bworldonline.com/biodiversity-park-to-rise-in-quezon-city/  
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DENR, QC sign deal for urban biodiversity park 
dev't 
 March 20, 2022, 4:44 pm 

 
MANILA – The Department of Environment and Natural Resources (DENR), through the 
Biodiversity Management Bureau (BMB) and DENR-National Capital Region, has signed a 
memorandum of agreement (MOA) with the Quezon City government and Metro Pacific 
Investments Corporation (MPIC) for the development of an urban biodiversity park in Quezon 
City. 

The DENR and its partners agreed to implement the “Building a Biodiversity-Friendly 
Environment in Metro Manila” project under the Urban Biodiversity Program (UBP) to develop 
and sustainably manage Madison Park, which will be known as Gabay Kalikasan Park, in New 
Manila, Quezon City. 

Acting Secretary Jim O. Sampulna on Sunday underscored the DENR’s role in realizing plans 
to “ensure ecological integrity and clean and healthy environment, which includes sustained 
biodiversity and ecosystem services.” 

“While our focus is largely directed at managing natural ecosystems through the establishment 
of protected areas, we also need to address the importance of enhancing our urban 
ecosystems to be able to provide a quality and livable environment for urban dwellers,” 
Sampulna said in a statement. 

The project aims to pilot-test the “adopt-a-city” approach in implementing the UBP to encourage 
the business sector’s support in creating green urban communities at the city and barangay or 
village level. 

It also seeks to increase awareness, understanding, and appreciation of local communities and 
other stakeholders on the importance of urban biodiversity and green spaces, and encourage 
individual actions on urban greening. 

DENR-BMB Director Natividad Y. Bernardino said Filipinos can visualize the city landscape 
with living rivers, streams, lakes, coastal areas, swamps, urban forest parks, and green 
highways for wildlife through the DENR’s Urban Biodiversity Program. 

“Let us anticipate with enthusiasm the full-bodied implementation of the [UBP] as the DENR 
and the Department of the Interior and Local Government firm up a new policy on urban 
biodiversity as part of the Seal of Good Local Governance,” Bernardino said. 

Implemented in 2017, the UBP aims to promote the conservation of biodiversity, develop and 
maintain green spaces within cities to provide benefits through ecosystem services to Filipinos. 
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Implemented in 2017, the UBP aims to promote the conservation of biodiversity, develop and 
maintain green spaces within cities to provide benefits through ecosystem services to Filipinos. 

Sampulna envisions an increase in the proportion of green spaces in the country’s five largest 
cities -- Quezon City, Cebu, Davao, Caloocan, and Manila -- by at least 5 percent under the 
Philippine Biodiversity Strategy Action Plan for 2015-2028. (PR) 

 

Source: https://mb.com.ph/2020/09/03/denr-hit-for-planning-to-fill-manila-baywalk-with-

white-sand/  
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DENR pushes for new global plastics resolution 

in UN environment forum 
Published on: March 20, 2022 

By DENR 

QUEZON CITY -- The Department of Environment and Natural Resources (DENR) pushed for 
a new resolution on a legally-binding global agreement to address plastic pollution during the 
United Nations Environment Assembly (UNEA 5.2) held from February 28 to March 2. 

The legally-binding agreement on plastic pollution aims to reduce its discharge into the 
environment by covering all stages of its life cycle and by adopting a circular economy approach 
related to its design, production, use, and disposal. 

However, DENR’s Climate Change Service chief of Climate Change Information and Technical 
Support Division Albert Magalang, who led the Philippine delegation in the negotiations on the 
plastic treaty at the UNEA 5.2, stressed that the "global agreement should consider national 
capabilities and circumstances." 
  
The agreement would also tackle plastic pollution from preventive measures in the upstream 
part of the lifecycle, to the downstream addressing waste management to prevent plastic 
pollution in the marine and other environments. 
  
The new resolution would also support the goals outlined in the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable 
Development, which provides a shared blueprint for peace and prosperity for people. 
  
Hosted by the United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP), UNEA is the global authority 
for the environment with programs focusing on climate, nature, pollution, and sustainable 
development. 
  
In addition to UNEA 5.2, UNEP is also celebrating its 50th anniversary this year, which is 
considered a historic milestone for the global environmental community. 
  
In celebration of the anniversary of UNEP, DENR Acting Secretary Jim O. Sampulna 
underscored the importance of immediacy in promulgating policies and forging agreements for 
the environment. 
  
"We realize how fast time flies and fast disappearing are the opportunities for doing the 
maximum good for this planet and our very existence as species. The environmental 
repercussions we are experiencing are all traceable to us humans such as climate change that 
intensifies hazards creating disasters worldwide," Sampulna said. 
  
The new DENR chief noted that environmental repercussions can be solved through the 
delivery of means of implementation to developing countries like the Philippines in areas such 
as finance, technology, and capacity building. 
               
According to Sampulna, these environmental repercussions include the "massive 
disappearance of our support system like natural resources and their biodiversity, the massive 
choking of our oceans because of plastics, the rise of zoonotic diseases like COVID-19, and 
the deterioration of our health from chemical and wastes." 
  
He also strongly advocated for the prevention and reduction of residual impacts to become the 
unifying standard of the collective work of member-states. (DENR) 

Source: https://pia.gov.ph/press-releases/2022/03/20/denr-pushes-for-new-global-plastics-

resolution-in-un-environment-forum  

 

https://pia.gov.ph/press-releases/2022/03/20/denr-pushes-for-new-global-plastics-resolution-in-un-environment-forum
https://pia.gov.ph/press-releases/2022/03/20/denr-pushes-for-new-global-plastics-resolution-in-un-environment-forum
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Wetlands: For people, planet, and the future 

 

G E O R G E  M .  D E  L A  C R U Z  March 20, 2022 

IN FEBRUARY 2022, the world has just celebrated the first World Wetlands Day to spark 

vigilance about wetlands, following its adoption by the United Nations General Assembly on 30 

August 2021. 

 

The global celebration is part of the anniversary of the Convention on Wetlands, which was 

adopted as an international treaty in 1971. 

Unknown to many, wetlands support vegetation in harmony with habitation of natural species 

necessary for life’s survival, which is a critical aspect in the whole cycle of the food chain. 

 

About 70 percent of the endangered species depend on wetlands to survive like bugs, frogs 

and salamanders, fish, birds, snakes and turtles, and mammals like mice, Wetlands provide 

them with the space they need to live and get food. 

 

However, the fast-growing population threatens biodiversity and livelihood, especially of local 

communities. 

The surge in the population is directly proportional to the spiraling industrial and human-related 

activities resulting in pollution, contamination both in the soil and water brought about by 

coliform bacteria or toxic and non-toxic pollutants from industrial waste like the sugar central, 

factories, laboratories, hospitals. 

 

Obviously, this has caused damage to the estuaries and wetlands, of course, including illegal 

fishing or overfishing of local communities in the coastal areas. 

 

Experts opined wetlands are lost three times faster than forests, which calls for the world 

leaders to act as an urgent concern to reverse the rapid loss of wetlands and encourage actions 

to conserve and restore them. 

 

Wetlands are critically important ecosystems that contribute to biodiversity, climate mitigation 

and adaptation, freshwater availability, and world economies. 

 

In the case of Negros Occidental, it has at least 90,000 hectares of 109 kilometers of adjoining 

coastlines covering 52 coastal barangays within three cities and seven municipalities and these 

areas became the source of livelihood of the residents. 

These wetlands are a haven for at least 73 species of water birds, angel wings shells, green 

mussels, crabs, shrimps, oysters, and mangroves. 

 

Source: https://mb.com.ph/2020/09/03/denr-hit-for-planning-to-fill-manila-baywalk-with-

white-sand/  

 

https://mb.com.ph/2020/09/03/denr-hit-for-planning-to-fill-manila-baywalk-with-white-sand/
https://mb.com.ph/2020/09/03/denr-hit-for-planning-to-fill-manila-baywalk-with-white-sand/
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These rich and bio-diverse coastal resources obviously had contributed to the economic spurt 

in the said coastal localities. 

 

The province having showcased such bio-diverse potentials has placed the island as the 

Philippines’ 7th Ramsar site, which environment officials seen to tourism industry. 

 

The citation emphasizes the conservation and sustainable use of wetlands primarily as habitat 

for wildlife and as source of livelihood for the people. 

In the country, the six other Ramsar sites are in Olango Island Wildlife Sanctuary in Cebu, 

Naujan Lake in Oriental Mindoro, Agusan Marsh Wildlife Sanctuary, Palawan’s Puerto Princesa 

Subterranean River National Park and Tubbataha Reefs Natural Park, and Las Piñas-

Parañaque Critical Habitat and Ecotourism Area Sanctuary. 

 

It can be understood that flooding of coastal lowlands from rising sea levels could create broad 

coastal marshes that are protected from wave action by barrier islands or reefs. Too, coastal 

wetlands form when rivers deposit sediment as they reach the ocean. 

 

Plants, especially mangrove species, take root and hold the soil firm against the forces of tides 

and waves. It serves as buffer during monsoon, protect coasts from erosion as it stabilizes the 

shoreline, aside from serving as feeding and roosting for marine and coastal wildlife. 

 

“Wetlands are critical to people and nature, given the intrinsic value of these ecosystems, and 

their benefits and services, including their environmental, climate, ecological, social, economic, 

scientific, educational, cultural, recreational and aesthetic contributions to sustainable 

development and human well-being,” UN General Assembly 2021. 

It emphasized the need for conservation and wise use of all wetlands through local and national 

actions and international cooperation and its contribution towards achieving sustainable 

development throughout the world. 

 

Taking into account, the UN General Assembly 2021 moreover, said that wetlands are essential 

to achieving the Sustainable Development Goals related to poverty eradication, food and 

nutrition, healthy living, gender equality, water quality and availability, energy supply, the 

reduction of natural disasters, innovation and the development of appropriate infrastructure, 

sustainable and resilient human settlements, the mitigation of and adaptation to climate 

change, oceans, seas and marine resources, biodiversity and the sustainable use of 

ecosystems. 

 

Let’s “get wet” to preserve our lands – our mountains, forests, mangroves, swamps, rivers, 

seas, and oceans for survival. Let us plant more trees and not babies, to balance our ecosystem 

and even address the ill-effects of climate crisis. 

 

 

 

 

Source: https://www.sunstar.com.ph/article/1924130/bacolod/lifestyle/wetlands-for-people-

planet-and-the-future  

 

https://www.sunstar.com.ph/article/1924130/bacolod/lifestyle/wetlands-for-people-planet-and-the-future
https://www.sunstar.com.ph/article/1924130/bacolod/lifestyle/wetlands-for-people-planet-and-the-future
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PH stays ‘very low risk’ with negative growth 
rate, low ADAR 
By Ma. Teresa Montemayor and Christopher Lloyd Caliwan March 20, 2022, 3:11 pm 

 
MANILA – The Philippines remained at “very low risk” classification for Covid-19 while 
countries in East Asia are experiencing a surge in new cases, the OCTA Research Group said 
Sunday. 

In a tweet, OCTA Research Group Fellow Dr. Guido David said the country’s average daily 
attack rate (ADAR) is 0.47 as of March 18. 

The growth rate is at minus 22 percent and the seven-day average of new cases is at 527 per 
100,000 individuals. 

Timor-Leste, Taiwan, Cambodia, and China are also “very low risk” for Covid-19. 

Their ADARs range from 0.13 to 0.86 while their seven-day average of new cases range from 
2 to 1,885. 

South Korea, Vietnam, Hong Kong, Malaysia, Singapore, and Brunei are classified as severe 
based on their ADAR, which is the average number of cases in a week per 100,000 people. 

South Korea and Vietnam have high ADAR of 788.15 and 281.52, respectively, while their 
growth rates are at 42 percent and 38 percent, respectively. 

Brunei, also “severe”, has an ADAR of 482.60 but growth rate (new cases for the week 
compared to the previous week) is at minus 43 percent. 
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In terms of growth rate, China is at 362 percent while Laos is at 185 percent, although they are 
still classified as “very low” and “moderate”, respectively, as their ADAR are at 0.13 and 9.83, 
respectively. 

For the past week, South Korea had 404,666 new cases and Vietnam 274,025. 

Vietnam will host the 31st Southeast Asian Games on May 12 to 23, with about 10,000 athletes 
from 11 nations participating. 

Organizers said strict protocols will be implemented, including limiting or barring spectators 
who would want to witness the 526 events in 40 sports. 

The biennial meet was reset from its original schedule November 21 to December 2 last year 
due to the pandemic. 

Keeping it down 

Based on the latest Department of Health data, there were 4,131 new Covid-19 infections from 
March 7 to 13 while intensive care unit bed utilization is at a mere 19.6 percent as of March 14. 

The Philippine National Police (PNP) said it will remain active in imposing minimum health 
protocols and reminded visitors in tourist spots to prioritize their protection. 

Vacationers should expect the presence of cops, help desks, and assistance posts in areas of 
convergence like beaches and churches during the Holy Week, according to PNP 
spokesperson Col. Jean Fajardo. 

“Don’t forget to always wear face masks and practice social distancing wherever you go,” she 
said in a radio interview on Sunday. 

Of the estimated 17,000 to be deployed by the PNP, about 5,000 will be on foot and bike patrol 
in more congested areas such as Boracay and passenger terminals. 

Fajardo said they will be assisted by more than 42,000 force multipliers and volunteers. 

“Inaatasan na rin ang mga field commanders na makipag-ugnayan sa mga local chief 
executives po natin lalong lalo na dito sa ating mga local tourism offices para po masiguro na 
magiging ligtas ang ating mga turista, both local and foreign. Aasahan din natin ang pagdagsa 
ng ating mga turista lalong lalo na ngayon na halos wala ng restriction, kung meron man ay very 
minimal na ang restriction pagdating sa travel and movement (Field commanders are also 
instructed to coordinate with local chief executives, especially in the local tourism offices, to 
ensure that our tourists will be safe, both local and foreign. We will also expect the influx of our 
tourists especially now that there are almost no restrictions. If there are any, the restrictions are 
very minimal when it comes to travel and movement)," she said. (PNA) 

 

 

 

 

Source: https://www.pna.gov.ph/articles/1170195  
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Expert warns new COVID-19 surge 'inevitable' 
By Paige Javier, CNN Philippines 

Published Mar 19, 2022 5:30:19 PM 

 

Metro Manila (CNN Philippines, March 19) – Infectious diseases expert Dr. Rontgene 
Solante warned the country could face another wave of COVID-19 infections, similar to 
surges that have swept Hong Kong, South Korea, and Vietnam. 

Solante cited three factors that could lead to another spike in cases: 

1. The highly transmissible Omicron BA.2 subvariant, which is dominant in Hong Kong, South 
Korea, and the Philippines; 

2. The reopening of society, downgrading of some health protocols; and 

3. Waning immunity of vaccines to protect against infection (though protection against severe 
COVID-19 remains high). 

"If you look at these countries, it's because of the waning immunity and the ability of the 
Omicron BA.2 to evade the antibody that is being produced by the vaccine," he said. 

Solante stressed the importance of getting booster shots to increase protection, as immunity 
from the primary doses wanes after a few months. 

As of March 14, The Department of Health (DOH) said 11.16 million individuals of the over 33 
million eligible population have already received their boosters. 

"We are planning a fourth dose or a second booster for the vulnerable population. Just to 
make sure that by the time we have a spike or surge in May, June, July, this population will 
still be protected from COVID," Solante said. 

The DOH listed 4,131 new COVID-19 cases from March 7 to 13. It also reported 591 new 
deaths in the same period. 

Based on the DOH tracker, there is a dip in both individuals and samples tested weekly. From 
a peak of over 500,000 in January, it has fallen to a little over 100,000 in March. 

"As long as the positivity rate remains below 5% then we are still keeping good track of the 
virus that's going around in our community," said another infectious diseases expert, Dr. 
Edsel Salvaña. 

 

Source: https://www.pna.gov.ph/articles/1170195  
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Solante, meanwhile, called on the public to continue following health protocols, and remain 
cautious of potential superspreader events - especially in the run-up to May elections. 

"Yes we are in a good situation now that our cases are low but it does not guarantee that we 
will not have another spike or surge in cases. The other part is our testing capacity. Less are 
testing now so how will we know that we are below 1,000? So the true picture of the number of 
cases does not reflect," he said. 

Solante also urged the government to keep Metro Manila and other parts of the country under 
Alert Level 1 for the next few months. 

"I don't agree with downgrading, downsizing at zero. Remain at alert level one and let's see 
after the elections, we will see if the cases are stable, increasing or not. We can reassess," he 
said. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Source: https://www.cnnphilippines.com/sports/2022/3/19/expert-warns-new-COVID-19-

surge-inevitable.html  
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Please click this link: 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=D1rFTR34lWo 

 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=D1rFTR34lWo
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=D1rFTR34lWo
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Please click this link: 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=pZBsEp4lssg 
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