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Boracay Workers Village Soon to Rise
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Members and agency representatives of the Technical Working Group for the Boracay Workers
Village (BWV) with Department of Environment and Natural Resources (DENR)
Undersecretary for Legal, Administration, Human Resources and Legislative Affairs Atty.
Ernesto D. Adobo, Jr. (3rd from left) hold the Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) signed
during the Boracay Inter-Agency Task Force Alternates’ Meeting held in Boracay Island on
March 10, 2022 for the establishment of housing facilities for the workers of Boracay Island
who will be affected by the ongoing rehabilitation. Under the MOU, the member-agencies agree
to serve as the focal point of coordination and clearing house for the relocation and resettlement
planning, and implementation of the BWV. In photo are (left to right): National Housing Authority
Region 6 Manager Engr. Rizalino Cabahug, Department of Human Settlements and Urban
Development Region 6 OIC Director Eva Maria Marfil, DENR Region 6 Executive Director
Livino Duran, Boracay Inter-Agency Rehabilitation and Management Group General Manager
Martin Jose Despi, and Aklan Provincial Administrator Atty. Selwyn Ibaretta.

Source:; https://journal.com.ph/boracay-workers-village-soon-to-rise/
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Rescued young turtle undergoes rehab in Zambo
City hatchery

By Teofilo Garcia, Jr. March 19, 2022, 4:42 pm

YOUNG TURTLE. Personnel of the Community Environment and Natural Resources Office (CENRO)-Zamboanga City measure the
size of a rescued Juvenile Hawksbill Turtle that was turned over to them Friday (March 18, 2022). The turtle was placed under the
care of the Zamboanga State College of Marine Sciences and Technology Hatchery and Wet Laboratory. (Photo courtesy of
Department of Environment and Natural Resources-9)

ZAMBOANGA CITY — A rescued juvenile female Hawksbill turtle is undergoing rehabilitation
at a hatchery in this city in preparation for release back to its natural habitat.

Rosevirico Tan, Department of Environment and Natural Resources (DENR) information
officer, said Saturday the Hawksbill turtle was placed in the care of the Zamboanga State
College of Marine Sciences and Technology (ZSCMST) Hatchery and Wet Laboratory.

“The turtle is under observation. It will be released back to the sea upon certification from the
hatchery veterinarian,” Tan said in an interview on Saturday.

Tan said the turtle was found by a
nine-year old Nelson Azuelo at the coastline of Zone 11, Barangay Cawit, here.

The find was reported to Cawit Barangay Chairperson Serbellio Molina, who in turn handed
over the juvenile female turtle to the Biodiversity Conservation Unit of the Community
Environment and Natural Resources Office (CENRO) of this city.

Tan said the turtle is healthy but with scars on its left eye.

The Hawksbill turtle belongs to the marine turtle species found in the Philippines.

It is classified as critically endangered on the International Union for Conservation of Nature
(IUCN) Red List with its population declining by 80 percent over the past 10 years.

Tan encouraged the public to immediately report any wildlife concerns to the DENR or CENRO
field office for the proper handling, rescue, and retrieval operations.

He said they may call or send text messages to the DENR hotline at 0948-147-1250. (PNA)

Source: https://www.pna.gov.ph/articles/1170168
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Pamamahagi ng titulo ng lupa sa mga
residente sa Navotas
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MANILA, Philippines- Nagpasalamat sina Navotas Mayor Toby Tiangco at Congressman John
Rey Tiangco sa mabilis na pagtugon ng Department of Environment and Natural Resources
(DENR) na pinangunahan ni Atty. Alvin Constantino, Division Chief sa pag-aayos at
pamamahagi ng Titulo ng lupa sa mga residente ng North Bay Boulevard North, Navotas
City. Jojo Rabulan
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Source: https://www.remate.ph/pamamahaqi-ng-titulo-ng-lupa-sa-mga-residente-sa-navotas/
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Government grants new permit for mining, 1st
since 2012

Catherine Talavera - The Philippine Star March 20, 2022 | 12:00am

¥ ‘é.._“ o _’ o B T P -
In a statement, the Mines and Geosciences Bureau (MGB) said the Department of Environment and Natural
Resources (DENR) has granted MPSA 352-2022-VI to DMCI Holdings Inc. subsidiary Semirara Mining and

Power Corp. (SMPC) on March 10.

MANILA, Philippines — The government has granted the first mineral production sharing
agreement (MPSA), nearly a year after President Duterte lifted the moratorium on new mineral
deals.

In a statement, the Mines and Geosciences Bureau (MGB) said the Department of Environment
and Natural Resources (DENR) has granted MPSA 352-2022-VI to DMCI Holdings Inc.
subsidiary Semirara Mining and Power Corp. (SMPC) on March 10.

The MPSA is for SMPC’s Hamalian Limestone Project covering the 3,807.0571-hectare
contract area on Semirara Island in Caluya, Antique. It gives SMPC the exclusive right to
immediately undertake mining operations within the contract for a period of 25 years, renewable
for another term.

MANILA, Philippines — The government has granted the first mineral production sharing
agreement (MPSA), nearly a year after President Duterte lifted the moratorium on new mineral
deals.

In a statement, the Mines and Geosciences Bureau (MGB) said the Department of Environment
and Natural Resources (DENR) has granted MPSA 352-2022-VI to DMCI Holdings Inc.
subsidiary Semirara Mining and Power Corp. (SMPC) on March 10.

The MPSA is for SMPC’s Hamalian Limestone Project covering the 3,807.0571-hectare
contract area on Semirara Island in Caluya, Antique. It gives SMPC the exclusive right to
immediately undertake mining operations within the contract for a period of 25 years, renewable
for another term.

However, the implementing rules and regulations (IRR) of EO 130 were only issued in August
through DENR-Department Administrative Order (DAO) 2021-25 issued by former Environment
Secretary Roy Cimatu.

The IRR include the qualifications for applying for mineral agreements, the renegotiation of
existing mining contracts and agreements and the rationalization of existing revenue sharing
schemes and mechanisms particularly through reviews by the DENR and the Department of
Finance on the impact of mining on the economy, community and environment.


https://www.philstar.com/authors/1805144/catherine-talavera
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MGB director Wilfredo Moncano earlier said the lifting of the ban on new mineral agreements
was aimed at allowing the mining industry to boost its economic contribution and to spur the
country’s recovery from the pandemic.

Data from the MGB showed that the gross value added in mining contributions reached P120.4
billion in 2021, higher than the P102.3 billion the previous year.

Apart from the newly granted MPSA, the MGB said the country had a total of 306 MPSA which
cover 557,493.3 hectares as of March 2.

Source: https://www.philstar.com/business/2022/03/20/2168477/government-grants-new-
permit-mining-1st-2012
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NWRB, MULING TINIYAK NA HINDI MAGKAKAROON
NG KRISIS SA TUBIG ANG METRO MANILA

by DWIZ 882 March 17, 2022

NATIONAL WATER RESOURCES BOARD

Muling tiniyak ng National Water Resources Board (NWRB) na hindi makararanas ng krisis o
kakulangan sa suplay ng tubig ang kalakhang Maynila.

Sa pahayag ni NWRB Executive Director Dr. Sevilla David, Jr., walang inaasahang water
interruption sa Metro Manila dahil hindi nagbago o nabawasan ang alokasyon ng tubig mula sa
Angat Dam.

Bukod pa dito, nakatulong din aniya ang panaka-nakang pag-ulan nitong nakalipas na araw
upang hindi mabawasan ang lebel ng tubig sa mga dam.

Ayon sa PAGASA Weather Bureau, kahapon, aabot sa 194.02 meters ang water level ng
nasabing dam kaya malayo ito sa critical level na 160 meters.

Umaasa naman ang NWRB na masisimulan na ang pagsasagawa ng cloud seeding operations
upang makatulong sa pagpapaangat ng lebel ng tubig ng mga dam sa bansa. —sa panulat ni
Angelica Doctolero

Source: https://www.dwiz882am.com/index.php/nwrb-muling-tiniyak-na-hindi-magkakaroon-
ng-Krisis-sa-tubig-ang-metro-

manila/?fbclid=IwAR3T0Z508xp79 ENuzPAngx07JyaTJaKilmEivOf2TOIGc1TUTr{-OSRc-
Y
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ABS-CBN News @
13h- Q@

TINGNAN: 44 bagcng pisang pawikan ang nailigtas ng mga miysmbro ng Bantay Dagat =3
da'ampasigan ng Barangay Camanc Norte, Numanciz Aklzn Biyemas.

Ayon sa Agriculture Numancia, unang nakita ng residents na si Dimple |babao a3t ng kaniyang ina
ang dalawang baby pawikan na gumagapang mulz s2 dalampasigan papunts 3 dagat

Ani 'babao. nakita nila na napapalibutan ng mga aso ang pugad ng pawikan kayz mabilis silang
humingi ng tulong =3 mga awtoridad. Pansamantzlang inilagay =3 conservation arsz ang mgs
pawikan at nakatakdang pakawalan kapag lumakas na.

Samantzlz, =3 Davao Tty pinangalanan nang Ezpoir ang Philippine 2aglet nz i 'Chick 29
matapos supertzhan ng kompanyang Cava 3ante Animals ang pag-33/3ga rito. (me: Agriculturs
Numancia) | viz Rolen Escaniek Hernel Toemo

BASAHIN ang mga kaugnay na ulat: https://news.abs-cbn.com/patrol/tag/WILDLIF

E

Q0 114 13 Comments 5 Shares

Source:
https://web.facebook.com/27254475167/posts/10160187163015168/?app=fbl& rdc=1& rdr



https://web.facebook.com/27254475167/posts/10160187163015168/?app=fbl&_rdc=1&_rdr

March 20, 2022 [ ]Headiine

N STRATEGIC
L @ [ editon
COMMUNICATION & Dot Editorial
s INITIATIVES us‘ness ll I 01' ate D Column
—
g SERVICE ———— ] boader ok at today’ bush 1 Of 3 D Opil’liOl’\
Page D Feature Article

UN meeting gears up to save biodiversity

BY LYN RESURRECCIONANDASSOCIATED PRESS

MARCH 20, 2022
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The Bakhawan Eco Park in New Buswang, Kalibo, Aklan, was established by the Kalibo Save the Mangrove Association Inc. The
mangrove park, that was photographed in June 2017, was awarded the Best in People’s Organization in Mangrove Coastal
Rehabilitation and Best in Mangrove Forest Management for Eco-tourism by the Department of Environment and Natural
Resources.

GENEVA—Nearly all the world’s countries kicked off a UN-backed meeting this past week
aimed at preventing the loss of biodiversity—seen as critical to avoiding the extinction of many
vulnerable species, the emergence of pathogens like the coronavirus, and the damage to both
lives and livelihoods of people around the world, Indigenous peoples in particular.

The two-week meeting of over 190 countries on the Convention on Biological Diversity (CBD),
that started on March 14, after a two-year delay due to the Covid-19 pandemic, will be the last
gathering of its kind before a major conference in the coming months in Kunming, China, that
will try to adopt an international agreement on protecting biodiversity, the Associated Press
(AP) reported..
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Mangrove seedlings at the Bakhawan Eco Park in New Buswang, Kalibo, Aklan. Some seedlings were
named after the Miss Earth 2008.

“We have this one goal, which is to bend the curve on biodiversity loss and really to build that
shared future to live in harmony with nature in the long term,” CBD Executive Secretary
Elizabeth Maruma Mrema told reporters.


https://businessmirror.com.ph/author/lyn/
https://businessmirror.com.ph/author/associated-press-2/
https://www.philstar.com/news-commentary/2022/03/19/2168452/how-we-can-still-stop-global-warming
https://www.philstar.com/news-commentary/2022/03/19/2168452/how-we-can-still-stop-global-warming

March 20, 2022~ [Jteatine

N STRATEGIC N 0
§ COMMUNICATION & — [ rditorial
s TNTTIATIVES usmess ll | Or ate [ ] cotumn
}
‘C’ SERVICE 20f3 D Opinion
Page D Feature Article

Abronder ook at todays business

Three meetings critical to developing an ambitious and transformative post-2020
global biodiversity framework to safeguard nature resumed in in-person sessions in Geneva,
Switzerland, the Canada-based CBD said in a news release sent to the .

“The world is clearly eager for urgent action to protect nature,” Mrema said in the CBD news
release. “And we have no time to spare. Together we must ultimately deliver a truly historic
agreement that puts us firmly on the path to living in harmony with nature.”

Possible diplomatic fallout from Russia’s invasion of Ukraine lurked in the background—
potentially denting any prospects of global unity on the issue.

Russian delegates who had planned to attend had their travel plans canceled amid the closure
of much of Europe’s airspace to flights from Russia after the invasion, organizers said,
expressing hopes that Russian diplomats based in Geneva would nevertheless participate.

An intergovernmental, science-based assessment of biodiversity worldwide three years ago
cited a decline of nature at unprecedented rates and an acceleration of the extinction of
species—with up to a million species facing possible disappearance in the coming decades.

The US-based Campaign For Nature says a major theme in Geneva will be a target to protect
and conserve at least 30 percent of the world’s lands, inland waters and oceans to help stanch
habitat loss, the “overexploitation” of nature by people and businesses, and the emergence of
pathogens that thrive off upheaval in the environment.

Convention managers point to five drivers of biodiversity loss: Changes to the use of land and
sea; unsustainable exploitation through activities like agriculture, and climate change; pollution;
and the spread of invasive alien species into new habitats. Indirectly, it says, unsustainable
production and consumption also play a role.

Originally scheduled for Geneva from January 12 to 28, the three meetings—of the Subsidiary
Body on Scientific, Technical and Technological Advice (SBSTTA 24), the third meeting of the
Subsidiary Body on Implementation (SBI 3) and the Open-ended Working Group on the Post-
2020 Global Biodiversity Framework (WG2020-3)—resumed at the Centre International de
Conférences Genéve, the CBD said.

SBSTTA-24 will advance discussions on a monitoring approach for the post-2020 framework.
This includes marine and coastal biodiversity, biodiversity and agriculture and health, and
invasive alien species.

Other issues include synthetic biology, living modified organisms risk assessment and
management, and the work programme of the Intergovernmental Science-Policy Platform
on Biodiversity and Ecosystem Services.

SBI-3 will complete its work on key inputs to the post-2020 framework and lay a firm foundation
for its adoption and implementation at the resumed Conference of Parties-15.

The agenda includes ensuring the framework mobilizes and scales-up finance for biodiversity,
better aligned investments with the needs of nature and people and facilitates the disclosure of
risks and impacts for nature.

Delegates will also advance work on the mechanisms to monitor, report and review
implementation, and to build countries’ capacity to manage and conserve
its biodiversity resources, benefit from ecosystem services, and achieve the framework’s
targets.

Plans will also be advanced to enhance outreach and public awareness to
support biodiversity action, and ensure the framework fully supports rights-based approach
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and respect gender equality and equal access for women to leadership, participation and
decision-making.

WG2020-3 discussions will center on agreeing on actions needed to reach the 2050 Vision of
living in harmony with nature, defining how performance will be tracked and reported, and
ultimately determining how success will be defined.

This includes addressing the five drivers of biodiversity loss—Iland sea use change,
unsustainable exploitation, climate change, pollution, and invasive alien species—and relevant
indirect drivers such as unsustainable production and consumption.

The meeting is also expected to decide and announce the dates of the resumed
UN Biodiversity Conference later this year in Kunming, China, at which the landmark blue print
post-2020 Global Biodiversity Framework is due for adoption.

Mrema said one key issue in the conference will be efforts toward repurposing and redirecting
harmful subsidies—to the tune of some $500 billion per year currently—and how “these
financial flows can move away from nature-negative to biodiversity-positive outcomes,” AP
said.

A draft proposal for the framework to be adopted in China would aim to require that $700 billion
would be put into sustaining or improving biodiversity.

The issue of reducing pollution from plastics is also part of the draft, she said.

Image credits: Lyn B. Resurreccion

Source: https://businessmirror.com.ph/2022/03/20/filipinos-asean-residents-urge-leaders-to-
solve-biodiversity-crisis/
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Filipinos, Asean residents urge leaders to
solve blodlverS|ty crisis

BYRIZAL RAOUL REYES MARCH 20, 2022

SRR 4

Many Filipinos, like their Indonesian and Malaysian counterparts, are urging their respective
governments to champion the United Nation protection target as a solution to the world’s
biodiversity crisis.

In a three-day poll commissioned by Atri Advisory in February in biodiverse-rich countries of
the Philippines, Indonesia and Malaysia showed an overpowering support for a global target to
protect at least 30 percent of the planet’s land and ocean by 2030, known as 30%30.

“‘Almost all respondents—96 percent in Malaysia, 98 percent in Indonesia and 95 percent in
the Philippines—support the global goal, and 84 percent of Malaysians, 94 percent of
Indonesians and 85 percent of Filipinos want their respective governments to also support the
global target,” the report said in a material sent to the BusinessMirror.

The survey was conducted by Vase.ai, a well-established polling company in the region.

The poll was the first-ever to measure public opinion in the three countries on the global 30x30
goal in the lead up to a major biodiversity summit later this year in Kunming, China.

Around 190 countries—including Indonesia, Malaysia and the Philippines—are expected to
finalize and approve a global strategy, known as the Post-2020 Global Biodiversity Framework
(GBF), designed to stave off a biodiversity crisis that threatens up to 1-million species with
extinction in the coming decades.

Negotiators from these countries are currently meeting in Geneva, Switzerland, to iron out the
details of the GBF, which includes a target to protect 30x30 as one of its central elements.

The High Ambition Coalition for Nature and People (HAC), an intergovernmental coalition of
more than 80 countries co-chaired by Costa Rica, France and the US, is championing the
30x30 goal.

Cambodia is the first and currently only HAC member from the Asean region. Other Asian
members include Japan, India, Bhutan, Nepal, Pakistan and the Maldives.

Overwhelming scientific evidence and economic data shows that conserving at least 30 percent
of the planet’s land and ocean is key to help address global biodiversity loss—in addition to
storing carbon, preventing future pandemics, bolstering economic growth, increasing fisheries’
production, and advancing Indigenous rights.


https://businessmirror.com.ph/author/rizreyes/
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Southeast Asia comprises just 3 percent of Earth’s land mass, but it contains almost 20 percent
of the world’s biodiversity.

The poll shows that people in the region fully appreciate the value of biodiversity to
development, and appreciate the role it can play in preserving it.

The poll is a public mandate for the Philippines, Malaysia and Indonesia to embrace the 30x30
global goal.

“The survey reflects the staggering support of citizens in the region for their governments to
endorse the proposal to protect 30 percent of the planet by 2030 and to take urgent steps to
halt biodiversity loss. To do otherwise is not an option,” explained Dr. Zakri Abdul Hamid,
chairman of Atri Advisory and Science Advisor to the Campaign for Nature.

“It is incumbent upon our political leaders and policy-makers to listen to the people and join the
rest of the world in this crucial effort,” Zakri, founding chairman of Intergovernmental Panel on
Biodiversity and Ecosystem Services, said.

Dr. Tony La Vina, former undersecretary of the Department of Environment and Natural
Resources Philippines, said: “Southeast Asia comprises just 3 percent of Earth’s land mass,
but it contains almost 20 percent of the world’s biodiversity.”

An Associate Director for Climate Policy and International Relations of Manila Observatory, La
Vifia added, “The poll shows that people in the region fully appreciate the value of this
biodiversity to our own development and appreciate the role we can play in preserving it. This
poll is a public mandate for the Philippines, Malaysia and Indonesia to embrace the 30x30
global goal.”

The HAC pointed out that the economic benefits of 30x30 are strong. The group said an
independent study prepared by more than 100 economists and experts found that meeting the
30 percent target will generate financial and ecosystem services benefits at least five times the
cost.

In an interview, 80 percent of Malaysian respondents, 92 percent of Indonesians and 95
percent of Filipinos said they were either extremely or very concerned about the biodiversity
crisis.

On the awareness of global negotiations on the new set of rules on biodiversity goals and
targets, scheduled for agreement in Kunming, 87 percent of Chinese respondents said they
are updated, while 93 percent of Malaysians and 91 percent of Filipinos said they are well
informed.

Yongyuth Yuthavong, senior advisor to the president of National Science and Technology
Development Agency, former deputy prime minister of Thailand, and Global Steering
Committee member of Campaign for Nature, said science has shown that there is lot to be
done in protecting Planet Earth, and warned that time is running out.

Image credits: Aanjin Akyurt, Atriadvisory.com

Source: https://businessmirror.com.ph/2022/03/20/filipinos-asean-residents-urge-leaders-to-
solve-biodiversity-crisis/
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Passion fuels forest protection in Palawan

By: Romar Miranda - Correspondent / @RVMirandaINQ

Philippine Daily Inquirer / 05:00 AM March 20, 2022

GLOBAL ATTRACTION | The Puerto Princesa Subterranean River National Park (PPSRNP) is globally known
for its limestone karst landscape, featuring St. Paul’s Underground River Cave that stretches more than 24
kilometers. An 8.2-km underground river system winds through the cave before flowing into the West
Philippine Sea. (PHOTO COURTESY OF PPSRNP PROTECTED AREA MANAGEMENT OFFICE)

PUERTO PRINCESA CITY, Palawan, Philippines — Evangeline Cabon, a member of the
indigenous peoples (IP) group Batak, is a woman on a mission.

Walking for more than four hours each day, amid heavy rain or scorching heat, is nothing to
the 46-year-old community organizer if only to reach Sitio Kayasan in the village of Cabayugan,
an ancestral domain within the 22,202-hectare protected area inside the Puerto Princesa
Subterranean River National Park (PPSRNP) in Puerto Princesa, one of the few remaining
green cities in the country.

Cabon is coordinator of the PPSRNP Protected Area Management Office (Pamo), which helps
local communities through livelihood opportunities that are environment-friendly. She also
oversees the practice of community-based sustainable tourism, providing guidance in organic
farming and other income-generating projects.

“Without the park, we are nothing. The forest gives life; it provides us medicine and food. If the
forest is destroyed, we will lose our source of livelihood,” she said.

The national park, a major tourist attraction in Palawan, was ordered closed starting March
2020 when the pandemic was declared and as the city’s borders were shut to prevent the
spread of COVID-19.

The shutdown meant no income for the park as well as for communities that depended on
tourism activities.

As a result, about 81 percent of the 5,714 residents within the park experienced an
unprecedented financial difficulty, which a Pamo study in 2021 considered as an immediate
threat as people might resort to illegal activities so they could provide for their families.


https://newsinfo.inquirer.net/byline/romar-miranda
https://www.twitter.com/@RVMirandaINQ
https://newsinfo.inquirer.net/source/philippine-daily-inquirer
https://whc.unesco.org/en/list/652/
https://whc.unesco.org/en/list/652/
https://web.facebook.com/27254475167/posts/10160187163015168/?app=fbl&_rdc=1&_rdr
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“Taraw ng Lumalayag” (Kart of the Voyagr) tucked within the 22,202-hectae prtected area (PA) and
part of the Cabayugan ancestral domain, is considered as a sacred cave that housed the first Tagbanua
settlers, Bayi Sinada and Apu Magsinambi. (Photo courtesy of GEOGGREY KLeoffrey Delahaye)

More than titles

It came as no surprise when park officials uncovered an alarming number of illegally cut trees
during its post-Typhoon Odette (international name: Rai) inventory — another disaster that
devastated the tourism-dependent communities in December 2021.

“This is very alarming. If we were able to confiscate 40 chainsaw units operating in Cabayugan
alone, a protected area, how much more in other villages? The entire forest in Puerto Princesa
will be gone,” said park superintendent Elizabeth Maclang.

The PPSRNP, listed as a Unesco World Heritage Site in 1999, and voted as one of the
New7Wonders of Nature in 2012, covers three ancestral domains in the villages of Cabayugan,
Tagabinet and Marufinas. These areas are home to 90 percent of the Batak, Tagbanua and
Palaw’an communities, the three remaining ethnic groups in Puerto Princesa City.

The park is also a proclaimed geological monument, a key biodiversity area, and important bird
area, and a wetland of international importance under the Ramsar Convention, with more than
800 plant species and 165 species of birds, some of which are endangered, rare or endemic.

But for Cabon, a handicraft weaver before she became a community organizer in 2016, the
PPSRNP is much more than the precious titles it holds as it represents the culture of its people
and serves as a lifeline of a thriving community.

o TGP g e w 3 . PR R ] ‘_ =
ENVIRONMENTAL CRIME | The management of the PPSRNP has reminded communities in Puerto
Princesa City about protecting local forests after illegally cut trees are discovered during its post-Typhoon
“Odette” (Rai) inventory last February. —PHOTO COURTESY OF ELIZABETH MACLANG/PPSRNP


https://newsinfo.inquirer.net/1570677/passion-fuels-forest-protection-in-palawan#ixzz7O1yDYU1q
https://newsinfo.inquirer.net/1570677/passion-fuels-forest-protection-in-palawan#ixzz7O1yDYU1q
https://ec.tynt.com/b/rw?id=bSAw-mF-0r4Q-4acwqm_6r&u=inquirerdotnet
https://ec.tynt.com/b/rf?id=bSAw-mF-0r4Q-4acwqm_6r&u=inquirerdotnet
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The primary sources of income for IP communities in the park are farming, fishing, forestry, and
tourism-related income generating activities.

For centuries, the park has been providing for its people from the abundance of its forest.
‘Debt of gratitude’

One popular source of revenue for the IPs is by going up to the mountain for several days to
gather almaciga resin, or “bagtik,”—an ingredient in varnish and paint—and selling it outside
the village. A sack of almaciga is sold for about P2,000, which is enough to sustain a family for
a week.

Owing “debt of gratitude” to the forest, the IP elders called for suspension of resin extraction
last year due to overextraction and depletion of supply.

More than 1,138 sacks of almaciga resin had not been released to the market because the IPs
collected these without renewing their permits and gathering beyond their quota, based on a
survey conducted by PPSRNP officials since April 2021.

The park management team also found almaciga trees in bad shape, having been carved too
many times in order to extract resin.

Speaking for the elders, Vilma Aguilar, the city’s IP mandatory representative, said that as part
of the IPs’ commitment to protect the natural biodiversity of the area, gatherers were allowed
to collect only five sacks of resin every season.

Al

ORGANIZER | Evangeline Cabon, 46, a Batak, is a former handicraft maker who has turned to community

organizing to assist villagers in Puerto Princesa’s protected area in livelihood projects. (ROMAR MIRANDA)

Aguilar said the elders warned that if the harvesting of resin would continue unhampered, it
would spell the end of their livelihood.

“We have to remember that we created these policies. We [made a promise] so we also have
to make sure we follow [these], because this is not just for us but also for the future generations.
We do not have luxuries, like expensive jewelry or makeup, we only need the essentials. We
should only get what we need,” Aguilar said.

Other IP families gather rattan and honey from the forests. Village women also produce woven
items, flower pots, beaded necklaces, other trinkets and some indigenous household items like
baskets.

“If there are no customers, we have no income. Now, at least we get training and education on
how to sustainably support our needs while also taking care of nature,” Cabon said.

Javier Ello, 55, a Tagbanua farmer who has been working as a park ranger for six years,
considers his task as “critical” as members of his group are considered the first responders to
illegal activities.


https://newsinfo.inquirer.net/1570677/passion-fuels-forest-protection-in-palawan#ixzz7O1yi3cJX
https://newsinfo.inquirer.net/1570677/passion-fuels-forest-protection-in-palawan#ixzz7O1yi3cJX
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The park, for decades, has been hounded with illegal activities such as “kaingin” (slash-and-
burn farming), poaching, logging, land clearing and development, and small-scale quarrying.
Within its bounds, 3,901 ha of the protected area was declared as a World Heritage Zone and
704 ha as a no-fishing zone. Human activities are prohibited in these zones to protect and
preserve the key biodiversity area.

“Our job is [replete with danger]. We are the first in line [in stopping] illegal human activities,”
Ello said.

Hope for sustainability

For park superintendent Maclang, who has been serving as PPSRNP’s chief program director
for over nine years, the task of protecting Puerto Princesa’s environmental treasure goes
beyond their 8 a.m. to 5 p.m. work shift.

“Our environmental advocacy journey is fueled by passion. It's not just an office work that ends
after an eight-hour shift. After solving one problem, another one [crops] up and these cannot
be simply addressed by your desire to [receive your] salary. It is commitment,” Maclang said.
But the IP communities and park administrators have found partners to sustain efforts in
protecting the PPSRNP.

Since 2014, PPSRNP Pamo and Pilipinas Shell Foundation Inc. (PSFI) have partnered in
promoting backyard gardening among the communities to ensure local food security. The
initiative has transformed into an alternative livelihood to this backyard gardeners as their
produce are now being bought by PSFI through their “Ani para sa Bayani” program.

Hope for sustainability

For park superintendent Maclang, who has been serving as PPSRNP’s chief program director
for over nine years, the task of protecting Puerto Princesa’s environmental treasure goes
beyond their 8 a.m. to 5 p.m. work shift.

“Our environmental advocacy journey is fueled by passion. It's not just an office work that ends
after an eight-hour shift. After solving one problem, another one [crops] up and these cannot
be simply addressed by your desire to [receive your] salary. It is commitment,” Maclang said.
But the IP communities and park administrators have found partners to sustain efforts in
protecting the PPSRNP.

Since 2014, PPSRNP Pamo and Pilipinas Shell Foundation Inc. (PSFI) have partnered in
promoting backyard gardening among the communities to ensure local food security. The
initiative has transformed into an alternative livelihood to this backyard gardeners as their
produce are now being bought by PSFI through their “Ani para sa Bayani” program.

Source: https://newsinfo.inquirer.net/1570677/passion-fuels-forest-protection-in-palawan
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Environmentalism after Ukraine

By: Giulio Boccaletti - @inquirerdotnet

Philippine Daily Inquirer / 05:05 AM March 20, 2022

London—Russia’s war in Ukraine is tragic, infuriating, and unspeakably sad. It is also an
unexpected turning point for environmentalism. Until a few days ago, climate change topped
the global agenda, with science-based targets pointing the way to a cleaner, more sustainable
future. But now, Russian President Vladimir Putin’s reckless decision to invade a sovereign
country and threaten nuclear war has revealed weaknesses in the architecture of international
rules and multilateral governance. It is hard to believe that global environmental efforts have
any chance of succeeding within such a fragile system.

Strikingly, this realization has not yet dawned on those engaged in environmental work. A week
into the war, the United Nations hailed a major agreement on single-use plastics as a “triumph”
for planet Earth. But such agreements depend on the mutual recognition of sovereign nation-
states—precisely the principle that Putin has called into question.

The war also imperils efforts to transform the energy system through global cooperation. Sharp
increases in oil and gas prices are testing the goodwill of governments and companies. Many
OPEC suppliers are seeking to profit from the situation rather than helping to mitigate the shock.
Yes, high oil and gas prices and the clear security risk implied by dependence on petrostates
like Russia may well accelerate the shift away from fossil fuels. But the economic turmoil on
the horizon will discourage investment, and green energy may find itself competing against the
military-industrial complex for public finance.

These developments pose a significant challenge for contemporary environmentalism, a still-
young intellectual framework that has seldom had to deal with geopolitical issues. With roots in
the pacifist, anti-capitalist movements of the 1960s, the movement became institutionalized at
the 1992 UN Earth Summit in Rio de Janeiro, where the UN Framework Convention on Climate
Change and the Convention on Biological Diversity were established. In addition to serving as
the backbone of the environmental movement for three decades, these agreements long stood
as a monument to the post-Soviet world order.

Comforted by the notion that all countries could agree, in principle, to be held accountable to
environmental objectives, activists and environmental institutions focused their efforts on
private and public actors’ predatory and illegal behavior. Taking the rules-based system for
granted, they relied on science-based targets to produce global roadmaps to desired outcomes.
For a while, this politically neutral approach allowed everyone to avoid the question of whether
outcomes delivered by authoritarian states are acceptable. But those days are over:
environmental goals can no longer be considered separately from the sources of power that
define state authority.

Consider the issue of biodiversity protection. Most environmental organizations have mobilized
behind a “30%30” target—protecting 30 percent of land and ocean areas by 2030. But protecting
nature requires more than advocacy. It ultimately depends on the regulatory power of the state,
which exercises sovereignty over territory, using force if necessary. Indeed, the Latin origin of
“territory” is not the noun terra, “land,” but the verb terrere, “to terrorize.” Until recently, this
distinction would have seemed pedantic. Not anymore. Conservation depends on state power,
so it matters very much which state we are talking about.

The problem is hardly limited to Putin’s delusions of empire. When Chinese President Xi
Jinping, on his first visit to Davos in 2017, portrayed his government as a global environmental


https://opinion.inquirer.net/byline/giulio-boccaletti
https://www.twitter.com/@inquirerdotnet
https://opinion.inquirer.net/source/philippine-daily-inquirer
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steward, he was met with applause. China’s “ecological civilization” was hailed as an example
of global environmentalist leadership, rather than as an application of ecological Marxism, a
project that is indifferent to individuals’ civil and political rights. But now, we should recognize
the danger of elevating despots to the status of environmental heroes. Without the rule of law
and the protection of human dignity, environmental commitments may not be worth the paper
they are printed on.

Traditional Western environmentalism grew up protesting an order that it now must defend.
The question is whether it is prepared, or even equipped, for the task. German Chancellor Olaf
Scholz apparently saw no need to consult his Green Party coalition partners before he greenlit
sending weapons to Ukraine and vastly increasing Germany’s military spending—two
paradigm-shifting policy changes.

Moreover, as governments around the world sanction Russian oligarchs who owe their fortunes
to Putin, we should not forget that many environmental initiatives have also benefited from
wealth created under authoritarian regimes. Prince William’s “Earthshot Prize,” for example,
has received grants from Emirati corporate giants and Chinese tycoons.

Modern environmentalism may now need to re-examine its methods. With the war in Eastern
Europe dragging on, it is already clear that the movement can no longer afford to ignore the
nature of political power. The defense of self-determination and political agency now must
become a fundamental principle of environmental action. Project Syndicate————Giulio
Boccaletti, an honorary research associate at the University of Oxford’s Smith School of
Enterprise and the Environment, is a former chief strategy officer of The Nature Conservancy
and the author of “Water: A Biography” (Pantheon, 2021).

Source: https://opinion.inquirer.net/151214/environmentalism-after-ukraine
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Bike to basics in the fight against climate change

Manila Bulletin

There are situations in life when the most complicated matter can be addressed with the
simplest of solutions. This is, perhaps, the same mindset when it comes to addressing the dire
effects of climate change — find a simple solution first, which could easily be followed by
everyone and implemented without risks.

What'’s a simple and basic solution to combat climate change? Bicycles. Yes, a bicycle is now
a “tool to protect the environment,” with a United Nations (UN) resolution backing it up. Early
this week, the 193-member UN General Assembly unanimously adopted a resolution proposed
by Turkmenistan, which calls on member states to “integrate the bicycle into public
transportation, in urban and rural settings.”

Even at the start of the pandemic, the UN has called on nations to look into bicycles as “driver
of post-Covid-19 green recovery.” In a statement, the UN said, “During the lockdown, city
dwellers enjoyed clear blue skies thanks to cleaner air and began to hear birds sing as noise
decreased. Pollution levels in Barcelona dropped by an estimated 62 percent, and similar
situations have been observed in other big European cities such as Milan, London, and Paris.
Public transport usage has fallen significantly as an increasing number of people choose to
walk or ride bicycles to avoid crowded mass transits and follow health authorities’ advice for
physical distancing. To respond to these trends, Milan, Geneva, Brussels, and London have
decided to invest in flexible bike lanes.”

This is also the same circumstance in our country as major cities in the National Capital Region
and the provinces have started to look into bike lanes not only as a path for bikers going to
work but also as an alternative from the usual gas-guzzling vehicles (which now becomes more
impractical to use with the exorbitant gas prices). In fact, the Department of Transportation
(DOTr) inaugurated last July 2021 the Metro Manila Bike Lane Network, the country’s longest
lane of its kind to date.


https://mb.com.ph/author/manila-bulletin
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The 313-kilometer bike lane network traverses through 12 cities in NCR, including Quezon City,
Manila, San Juan, Pasay, Pasig, etc. The lanes measure between 1.5 to three meters in width
depending on the road’s configuration. This project was dubbed a “game-changer” at that time,
with the Metro Manila Development Authority (MMDA) highlighting that the bike lane will
‘change everything, even the mindset of commuters” who will now notice that it would be more
practical—healthier even—to take the bike to and from work because there is already a safe
space for them on the road.

With this news comes critics who say that the UN bicycle resolution may belittle the tremendous
efforts done by organizations and individuals to save the environment from further degradation.
But this is not a time for disagreements as the fight for climate needs all hands on deck. Every
little effort to address climate concerns at this moment of volatility in the world’s affairs is
welcome. And having all UN member states agree on something for the planet’s sake is already
a victory in itself.

The UN resolution concluded that the promotion of bike-riding will help “achieve sustainable
development, including the reduction of greenhouse gas emissions.” May these goals be
achieved in our country at the soonest time, and may all of us find our healthy path — biking
our way to our body’s fithess and to the planet’s wellness.

Source: https://mb.com.ph/2022/03/19/bike-to-basics-in-the-fight-against-climate-change/
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How we can still stop global warming

Paco A. Pangalangan - Philstar.com March 19, 2022 | 2:02pm
P :

2

AR 7 “T
File photo

S

: fvcrp in dr;/‘lér:d. |
As sea levels continue to rise, temperature shifts and extreme weather becomes more frequent,
almost half of the world’s population is now highly vulnerable to the impacts of climate change,
according to a report from the United Nation’s Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change
(IPCC).

The IPCC’s 3,600-page report, which was released just a few weeks ago, presents a detailed
assessment of the dangers of climate change. Written by 270 researchers from 67 countries—
including three from the Philippines— it reviews our vulnerabilities and the capacities to adapt
while also highlighting that we are approaching the limits of nature’s and humanity’s ability to
adapt.

The report points out that climate change is affecting nature, people’s lives and infrastructure
everywhere, hindering basic human needs from being met and threatening sustainable
development.

Increasing heat and extreme weather are changing the distribution of plants and animals across
the globe, ultimately affecting food webs. This, in turn, reduces the ability of nature to provide
the essential services that we depend on to survive — such as coastal protection, food supply,
or climate regulation via carbon uptake and storage.

Changes in temperature, rainfall, and extreme weather have also increased the frequency and
spread of diseases in wildlife, agriculture, and people. It has also led to more frequent drought,
negatively affecting agriculture and energy production.

In cities, people face higher risks of heat stress, reduced air quality, lack of water, and food
shortages caused by climate change on supply chains, transport networks, and other critical
infrastructure.

Worse, the negative impacts of climate change are expected to intensify as the globe warms.

During COP26, the international community committed to reach a global net-zero emissions
target by 2050 and keep the 1.5? global warming target within reach. However, some estimates
suggest that the world might still be on track for 2.4? warming even if commitments are
delivered.

While predictions are dire, the IPCC'’s report still offers a glimmer of hope.

During the launch of the report, UN Secretary-General Anténio Guterres said, “Investments in
adaptation work. Adaptation saves lives. As climate impacts worsen — and they will — scaling
up investments will be essential for survival. Adaptation and mitigation must be pursued with
equal force and urgency.”


https://www.philstar.com/authors/1806709/paco-a-pangalangan
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There are many effective ways that society can mitigate and adapt to climate change in the
near term.

For instance, insights from their forthcoming policy paper presented by Prof. Toby Monsod
during a recent Stratbase ADRI event highlighted an adaptation path for countries like the
Philippines.

According to the study co-authored by Monsod, “vulnerable countries with relatively small
carbon footprints per capita like the Philippines are likely to do more for global efforts to reduce
the extent of climate change and cope with its impacts if they build robust community ownership
for climate action and leverage opportunities based on their own comparative advantages.” The
study went on to highlight the Philippines’ biodiversity of its marine and coastal resources as
one of its comparative advantages.

Indeed, according to Hans-Otto Pdrtner, co-chair of the IPCC working group Il, restoring
degraded ecosystems is one way we can adapt to climate change. By effectively and equitably
conserving 30 to 50 percent of Earth’s land, freshwater, and ocean habitats, “society can benefit
from nature’s capacity to absorb and store carbon, and we can accelerate progress towards
sustainable development,” he said.

In addition, to adjust our behavior, adaptation can also mean changing our infrastructure to
deal with the changing climate. For instance, in densely populated cities, we can utilize green
architecture or plant trees for people and wildlife.

To help prepare communities for extreme weather, we also need essential utilities, such as
power, telecommunications, and water lines, to be resilient against extreme weather. We could
take a lesson from Odette and avoid toppled over utility polls by investing in underground
electricity lines. This would ensure that power could be restored to other critical utilities like
water and communications needed for disaster response and coordination.

Cities, especially, must also take full advantage of digital tools that help with climate adaptation.
There is a ton of insight and data available out there that local government units can harness
to make decisions on building up urban resilience and climate adaptation. For instance, taking
advantage of technology, like the Liveable Cities Lab’s big data dashboard, also provides LGUs
with the data and the means to more responsively engage can effectively engage stakeholders.

These examples of effective adapting to climate change hint that there is still a glimmer of hope
that we still limit the severity of its impact. However, the IPCC report clarifies that the
effectiveness of available adaptation options decreases with every increment of warming.

This means that minor, reactive, or incremental changes won’t cut it. Instead, urgent, more
ambitious, and accelerated action is needed, and in parallel with rapid and deep cuts in
greenhouse gas emissions.

Reshaping society’s behavior is much easier said than done. But what this IPCC report has
done is made abundantly clear that climate change is happening faster than expected, but that
there are things we can do to stop it. The trouble is that we think we have time, but we don't.

Paco A. Pangalangan is the executive director of think tank Stratbase ADR Institute.

Source: https://www.philstar.com/news-commentary/2022/03/19/2168452/how-we-can-still-
stop-global-warming
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DENR, MWSI to S| to cut poIIu’u_qg

THE Department of En-
vironment and Natural
Resources (DENR) is
bent on reducing pollu-
tion in Paranaque gm
Estero de Tripa de

na with the renewed
commitment from water
Water Service Inc.
(MWSI).

According to Acting
Secretary Jim Sampulna,
efforts in the clean-up
mission have been
boosted as he expressed
gratitude to the MWSI
and the city government
upon learning of their
heightened coordina-
tion throughitsenviron-
mental office which has
1un§d|cuon over the cit-
ies of Paranaque, Las
Pinas and Taguig alon,
with the municipality o
Pateros.

in Paranaque estero

With these undertak-
ings, the DENR chief
also enjoined the pub-
lic to practice the
dples of ecologica sol-
id waste management,
and re ort e‘;tabhsh-

illegally d
ing thexr wg:ste, whetr
er solid or liquid, in
waterways.

Communities are also
encouraged to keep wa-
terways in their areas
clean, since waterways
filled with waste often
hamper the flow of water,
especially during the
Bain season, causing

The DENR said these
are also possible breed-
ing grounds for pests
such as rats and m
toes that could be carri-
ers or spreaders of dis-

ease.

A portion of the Estero
de Tripa de Gallina runs
the adjacent city of Pasay,
which falls under the ju-
risdiction of the MEO-
West.

At present, estero
rangers hired by the
MEOs South and West
conduct cleanups to help
:;i the waterway of gar-

ge.

According to DENR
gstant Secretary Gil-

Gonzales, msormel
from the MEO-South, the
MWSI, and the Parafiaque
City Environment and
Natural Resources Office
(CENRO) have searched
for areas the Estero
deTripade where
wastewater from the sew-
er or drainage systems
could be intercepted and
treated before flowing
into the Paranaque River,
a major river system that
drains into Manila Bay.

Joel dela Torre

MAYNILAD FACILITATES CONSTRUCTION OF 3RD WATER TREATMENT PLANT IN
concessionaire Maynilad

MUNTINLUPA. West Zone

(Maynilad) is

Water Services, Inc.

the construction of its third treatment plant in

Muntinlupa that will tap Laguna Lake as raw water source. Targeted for
completion in 2023, the P10-billion Poblacion Water Treatment Plant will
mmmmmmmmmmmu,mmmmm

serve around one

Maynilad operates

water treatment plants—two at La Mesa Compound in Quezon City that gets
raw water from Angat Dam, and two at Bgy. Putatan in Muntinlupa that gets
raw water from Laguna Lake.
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. however, stressed that the “

mmemumgobd
treaty on plastic waste problem

THE Deépartment of Environment and Natural Re-
sources (DENR) has urged delegates of the United-

Nations Environment Assembly 5.2) to enact
a resolution on a legall -binding global agreement to
address pluhc pol uhon

Albert M DENR’s Climate Service
chief of Chmate e Information and Technical
Support Division, said that the legally
mentmplmbcpolluhonmtondmelts
mgye;wmmmtbycweingaﬂshgaohts e

circular economy approach to

its design, 1 czs

ppine delegation in the
negotiations on the plastic treaty at the UNE.A 52,

‘agreement should
consider national capabilities and circumstances.
The would also tackle plastic pollution

ﬁompxevmﬂvemeasweslnﬂuupﬂmpﬂidﬂm -

By CORY

MARTINEZ
lifecycle, to the downstream addressing waste mana
mmctl:'prevemphsmpoﬂuhonmd\emneandotg
en ts.

Magalangaddedﬁmtthenewmduhmwmﬂdako
support the goals outlined m the 2030 Agenda for
Sustainﬂ:leDevel provndmadtaredbhe—

tege‘ce the ljnited ations Environment Pro-

amme (U UNEA:stheglobalamhontyforﬂre
g\\droxm&\tm!h
pollution, and sustainable dev

In addition to UNEA 5.2, UNE ls

50th mnivelsa& wﬁr , which is considered Il:'s‘godc
In celebration of the anniversary of UNEP gBNR

ac Jim O. stressed thy e impor-
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Gov’t grants new permit
for mining, 1st since 201

By CATHERINE TALAVERA

for a period of 25 years, renewable for another
term.
In April last year, Duterte signed Executive

The government has granted the first
mineral production sharing agreement
(MPSA), nearly a year after President
Duterte lifted the moratorium on new
mineral deals.

In a statement, the Mines and Geosciences
Bureau (MGB) said the Department of Environ-
ment and Natural Resources (DENR) has granted
MPSA 352-2022-V1 to DMCI Holdings Inc. subsid-
jary Semirara Mining and Power Corp. (SMPC)
on March 10.

The MPSA is for SMPC’s Hamalian Limestone
Project covering the 3,807.0571-hectare contract
area on Semirara Island in Caluya, Antique. It
gives SMPC the exclusive right to immediately
undertake mining operations within the contract

Order (EO) 130, amending Sec. 4 of EO 79 issued
in 2012 under the Aquino administration, which
prohibits the grant of mineral agreements until
a new legislation rationalizing existing revenue
sharing schemes and mechanisms sf\all have
taken effect.

The EO allows the government to enter into
new mineral agreements, subject to compliance
with the Philippine Mining Act of 1995 and other
applicable laws, rules and regulations.

However, the implementing rules and regula-
tions (IRR) of EO 130 were only issued in August
through DENR-Department Administrative Or-
der (DAO)2021-25 issued by former Environment
Secretary Roy Cimatu.

The IRR include the qualifications for apply-

ing for mineral agreements, the renegotiation of
existing mining contracts and agreements and
the rationalization of existing revenue sharin
schemes and mechanisms particularly througﬁ
reviews by the DENR and the Department of
Finance on the impact of mining on the economy,
community and environment.

MGB director Wilfredo Moncano earlier said
the lifting of the ban on new mineral agreements
was aimed at allowing the mining industry to
boost its economic contribution and to spur the
country’s recovery from the pandemic.

Data from the MGB showed #at the gross
value added in mining contributions reached
P120.4 billion in 2021, higher than the P102.3
billion the previous year.

Apart from the newly granted MPSA, the
MGB said the country had a total of 306 MPSA
which cover 557,493.3 hectares as of March 2.
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Chamber of Mines accredits 13
new external verifiers

By CATHERINE TALAVERA

The Chamber of Mines of the Philip-
pines has named 13 newly accredited
verification service providers (VSPs) who
will critically review the performance

* ratings of its members following the mea-

surement tools prescribed by the Towards
Sustainable Mining (TSM) program.

In a statement, COMP chairman
Michael Toledo said the VSPs are expe-
rienced independent experts in social,
environmental, as well as mining and
other related sciences who will vigorously
apply the TSM protocols.

He said they were all vetted and ap-
proved by the multi-sector TSM Com-
munity of Interest Advisory Panel.

“Where required, the VSPs can change
companies’ self-assessed ratings to en-
sure they accurately reflect the mining
operations’” management practices and
performance,” Toledo said.

TSM is a set of indicators to drive the
performance of operating mines and
ensure that key mining risks are man-
aged responsibly, and best practices are
used at members’ facilities. The program
was established by the Mining Associa-
tion of Canada (MAC) in 2004. Its self-
assessment system is rapidly evolving
into the global standard for best practices
in sustainable mmmtﬁ

COMP adopted the program in 2017
and has since made compliance with TSM
mandatory to all its members. :

“Enhancing
the environment,
social, and gover-
nance performance
of our member

INVITATION TO BID

platform for isuzd NMRES.

3. Significant dates to remember for the praspective bidders are:

marked only for the p of

'g the time of wub

manager’s check.
6. For further inquiries, please contact:
ENGR. FEDERICO G. JULIAN

BAC Chairman, SAJELCO
SAJELCO Office

+  Cooperative.

ENGR. FEDERICO G. JULIAN
BAC Chairman

| PARTICULARS

! Submission of Eligiblity

| Requirements & March 21 - 25, 2022
Purchase of Bidding (8:00 am to 5:00 pm)

o e e T

Lm-wmm March 28, 2022, 2:00pm

i Formal Opening of Bids
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2. Approved budget for the contract is Three Million Seven Hundred Thowsand Pesos (P3, 700,000.00). Quotad
price must be indusive of VAT. Source of fund for the sald contract shall come from SAJELCD’s General Fund.

DATEANDTIME |

lqlu.mu: B oo

4. A complete set of Bidding Documents may ba secured by the eligible bidders from the BAC Secretarlat upon |
payment of 3 non-refundable fee of Php 5,000.00. Note that only those sligible biddars who are able to |
purchase the Bidding Documents are aliowed to attend the Pre-id Confarence. !

5. All bids must be submitted on or before 2:00pm of April 11, 2022. 8ids submitted after the deadline shall be

10 the BAC
accepted, thus, they shall be returned to the bidder unopened and intact. Bids shall be opened in the presence
of the Bidders or authorized representative who choose to attend. Propasals shall be accorapanied by a Bid
Bond enclosed to an envelope equivalent to Five Percent (5%) of the total bid amount in the form of cash or

Maharlika Highway, Begy. Bar 17, San Jose City, Nueva Ecije 3121
Tel no. (044) 940 ~ 5818 local 108 / (044) 463 - 1270

7. SAJELCO hereby reserves the right to accept or reject any bid and all bids, deciare a fallure of bidding and not
award the contract, to walve any defects therein, and accepts the bid that ks most advantageous 1o the

companies beyond
the word of the law
is our ultimate goal
with TSM,” Toledo
said.

“Our VSPs will
be one of the pil-
lars who will help

They will perform
an indispensable
role in helping our
members adhere
to TSM’s Guiding
Principles, hinged
on accountability,
transparency, and
credibility,” he said.

Among the new-
ly accredited VSPs,
who were trained
by MAC with the
support of the Ca-
nadian Embassy
in the Philippines,
are Joey Nelson Ay-
son, president of
the Philippine Min-
ing & Exploration
Association and
the UP Geologi-

but shall not be

Approved by. cal Society; Joseli-
P to Bacani, former
ENGR. CESAR 8. UBUNGIN president of Intex
General Manager Turn to B4

us achieve that. .
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chamber... From B2

16 mines spill incident; and
hgzuhnel Cabalda, a former social
ent
& vy o pgneniiy e
chief of the Mining Environment
and Safety Division of the Mines and
- Geosciences Bureau (MGB).
- Other accredited VSPs inclue Jose

organizing,
communlty development; Roland
de Jesus, immediate assistant
director and 12-year regional
‘tor of the MGB, and a recipient ¢ of

of Holcim

&

Environment and
Natural Resoumes (DENR) EAGLE |

Mbyhm&wmm&e- -

Gina Lopez.
SR upthelistaxeCoxin-

ia Naz, who also participated in

ﬁteMCCﬁact review and a
former consultant of the United Na-
tions Industrial Development Orga-
nization as well as a review |

of the United Nations Environment

; Constancio Paye, }r.,a
retired 26- director of

: d\eMGBandalsoaDENRBAGLE

completed 23 years of
o e e
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GLOBAL ATTRACTION The Puerto Princesa Subterranean River National Park (PPSRNP) is globally known for its fimestone karst landscape, featuring St. Paul’s Underground River Cave that stretche

more than 24 kilometers. An 8.2-km underground river system winds through the cave before flowing into the West Philippine Sea

By Romar Miranda
@RVMirandalNQ

PUERTO PRINCESA CITY—
Evangeline Cabon, a member
of the indigenous peoples (IP)
group Batak, is a woman on a
mission

Walking for more than four
hours each day, amid heavy rain
or scorching heat. is nothing
to the 46 year-old community
organizer if only to reach Sitio
Kayasan in the village of Cabayu-
gan, an ancestral domain with-
in the 22.202-hectare protected
area inside the Puerto Princesa
Subterranean River National
Park (PPSRNP) in Puerto Princ-
esa, one of the few remaining
green cities in the country.

Cabon is coordinator of
the PPSRNP Protected Area
Management Office (Pamo),

or TED AREA

Passion fuels forest

ancestral d

2

part of Cabayug

which helps local ¢
ties through livelihood op

portunities that are envi-
ronment-friendly. She also
oversees the practice of com

munity-based sustainable
tourism, providing guidance in
organic farming and other in-
come-generating projects.

“Without the park, we are
nothing. The forest gives life; it
provides us medicine and food,
If the forest is destroyed, we
will lose our source of liveli
hood,” she said.

The national park, a najor
tourist attraction in Palawan,
was ordered closed starting
March 2020 when the pandem-
ic was declared and as the city's
borders were shut to prevent
the spread of COVID-19.

The shutdown meant no in-
come for the park as well as for
communities that depended on
tourism activities.

As aresuit. about 81 perrent
of the 5714 residents within
the park experienced an un-
precedented financial difficul
ty, which a Pamo study in 2on
considered as an immediate
threat as people might resort to
illegal activities so they could
provide for their families

More than titles
It came as no surprise when
park officials uncovered an
alarming number of (legally
cut trees during its post-Ty
phoon “Odette” (international
name: Rai) inventory—anoth

{ X

Without the park,
we are nothing.
The forest gives

life; it provides us

medicine and food.
If the forest is
destroyed, we will
lose our source
of livelihood

Evangeline Cabon
PPSRNP Protected Area
Office Coordh

ers three ancestral domains in the
villages of Cabayugan, Tagabinet
and Marufinas. These areas are
home to 9o percent of the Batak,
Taghanua and Palaw'an commu
nities, the three remaining ethpic
groups in Puerto Princesa City.
The park is also a proclaimed
geological monument, a key bio-
diversity area, and important
bird area, and a wetland of inter-
national Importance under the
Ramsar Convention, with more
than 8oo plant species and 165
species of birds, some of which

P c
December 2021

“This is very alarming. If we
were able to confiscate 40 chain-
saw units operating in Cabayu-
gan alone, a protected area, how
much more in other villages?
The entire forest in Puerto Princ-
esa will be gone,” sald park su
perintendent Elizabeth Maclang,

The PPSRNP, listed as a Un
esco World Heritage Site In 1999,
and voted as one of the New
7Wonders of Nature in 2012, cov

are end red, rare or endemic.

But for Cabon, a handicraft
weaver before she became a
community organizer in 2016,
the PPSRNP is much more than
the prectous titles it holds as
it represents the culture of its
people and serves as a lifeline
of a thriving ¢ ity.

5 ¢4 - y i o -
ENVIRONMENTAL CRIME The management of the PPSRNP
has reminded communities in Puerto Princesa City about
protecting local forests after illegally cut trees are discovered
during its post-Typhoon "Odette” (Rai) inventory last February.

MACL

TAGBANUA SETTLEMENT “Taraw ng Lumalayag” (Karst of the Voyager), tucked within the 22,2

Tesyor

ﬁ

ORGANIZER Evangeline
Cabon, 46, 2 Batak, is a former
handicraft maker who has
tumed to community organiz-
ing to assist villagers in Puerto
Princesa’s protected area in five-
lihood projects. —aosman smanca

For cerituries, the park has
been providing for its people
from the abundance of its forest.

‘Debt of gratitude®
One popular source of reve-
nue for the IPs is by going up tothe
mountain for several days togath-
er almaciga resin, or “bagtik,"—an

The primary sources of in-
come for IP communities in the
park are farming, fishing, for-
estry and tourism-related In-
come generating activities.

ingredient in varnish and paint—
and selling it outside the village. A
sack of almaciga is sold for about
P2,000, which is enough to sustain
a famlly for a week.

Owing “debt of gratitude” to

s

Vo X

Ve =18 -
GUARDIAN Javier Ello, 55,
a Tagbanua, is both a farmer
and a park ranger who has
been guarding Puerto Princ-
esa’s forests from illegal
activities in the past six years.
-~ ROMAT MIRANDA

the forest, the [P elders called for
suspension of resin extraction
last year due to overextraction
and depletion of supply.

More than 1,138 sacks of al-
maciga resin had not been re-
leased to the market because the
IPs collected these without re
newing their permits and gather-
ing beyond their quota, based on
a survey conducted by PPSRNP
officials since April 2021

The park management
team also found almaciga trees
in bad shape, having been

02-hectare protected area and
isc idered a sacred cave that housed the first Tagbanua settlers, Bayi Sinada and Apu
AEY OF CROFTREY DELANAYE

carved too many times in order
to extract resin

Speaking for the elders, Vil
ma Aguilar, the city’s 1P manda
tory representative, said that as
part of the IPs’ commitment to
protect the natural blodiversity
of the area, gatherers were al
lowed to collect only five sacks
of resin every season

Aguilar said the elders
warned that if the harvesting of
resin would continue unham
pered, it would spell the end of
their livelihood

“We have to remember that
we created these policies. We
{made a promise] so we also
have to make sure we follow
[these], because this is not just
for us but atso for the future
generations, We do not have
luxuries, like expensive jewelry
or makeup, we only need the
essentials. We should only get
what we need,” Aguilar said

Other IP families gather rat
tan and honey from the forests.
Village women also produce
woven items, flower pots, bead -
ed necklaces, other trinkets and
some Indigenous houschold
items like baskets

“If there are no customers,
we have no income. Now, at
least we get training and educa
tion on how to sustainably sup-
port our needs while also taking
care of nature,” Cabon said.

Javier Ello, 55, a Tagbanua
farmer who has been working
as a park ranger for six years,
considers his task as “critical™
as members of his group are
considered the first responders
to illegal activities

The park, for decades, has
been hounded with illegal activi-
thes such as "kaingin” (slash-and-
burn farming), poaching, logging
land clearing and development.
and small-scale quarrying

Within its bounds, 3.901 ha of
the protected area was declared
as a World Heritage Zone and

osnce

704 ha as a no-fishing zone. Hu-
man activities are prohibited in
these zones to protect and pre-
serve the key biodiversity area

"Our job Is [replete with
danger). We are the first in line
lin stopping] illegal human ac-
tivities.” Ello sald.

Hope lor sustainability

For park superintendent Ma
clang, who has been serving as
PPSRNP's chief program director
for aver nine years, the task of
protecting Puerto Princesa’s envi
ronmental treasure goes beyond
thelr 8 a.m. to 5 p.m. work shift.

“Our environmental advoca-
cy journey s fueled by passion.
It's not just an office work that
ends after an eight-hour shift. Af
ter solving one problem, another
one [crops] up and these cannot
be simply addressed by your de
sire to [receive your) salary. It is
commitment,” Maclang said.

But the IP communities and
park administrators have found
partners to sustain efforts In
protecting the PPSRNP.

Since 2014, PPSRNP Pamo
and Pilipinas Shell Foundation
Inc. (PSFI) have partnered in
promoting backyard garden-
ing among the communities to
ensure local food security. The
Initiative has transformed into
an alternative livelihood to this
backyard gardeners as their
produce are now being bought
by PSFI through their “Ani para
sa Bayani” program.

While most community
members rely on their backyard
gardens to survive, the park’s
own Agro-Forestry Nursery
has given away vegetables for
household consumption and to
sustain food production

Yamang Bukid Farm, a pri-
vate organization that helps
farmers in Palawan, has also
donated seedlings for the com-
munity-based sustainable tour-
ism sites in the protected area.

“Other than skills and pas-
sion, you need to have courage
even though you're facing death
threats, There were many illegal
activities that we had to dis-
mantle. Slowly, we gained the
trust of locals [and this] eventu-
ally helped us,” Maclang said.

In years to come, Maclang
and the 117 park employees are
hoping that local families will
have sustainable means of live-
lihood so they can preserve the
local environment.

“"We hope to see a future
where there is no more poach-
ing . We want at least 9o per
cent of locals to have a sense of
ownership in the community —
[2 situation where] we develop
and protect our natural resourc-

es while still [earning].” Maclang
said. mg

This story is produced with
support from Intermews’ Earth
Journalism Network.
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ENEVA—Nearly all the

world’s countries kicked offa

UN-backed meeting this past
week aimed at preventing the loss of
biodiversity—seen ascritical to avoid-
ingthe extinction of many vulnerable
species, the emergence of pathogens
like the coronavirus, and the damage
to both lives andlivelihoods of people
around theworid, Indigenous peoples
in particular.

The two-week meeting of over 150
countries on the Convention on Bio-
logical Diversity (CBD), that started
on March 34, after a two-year delay
due to the Covid-19 pandemic, will
be the last gathering of its kind be-
forea major conferencein the coming
monghs in Kunming, China, that will
try to-adopt an international agree-
ment on protecting biodiversity, the
Associated Press (AP) reported..

“We have this one goal, which isto
bend the curve on biodiversity lossand
really to build that shared future to
Livein harmonywithnatureinthelong
term,” CBD Executive Secretary Eliza-
beth Maruma Mrema told reporters.

Three meetings critical to devel-
oping anambitious and transforma-
tive post-2020 global biodiversity
framework to safeguard nature
resumed in in-peuon sessions in
Geneva, Switzerland, the Canada-
based CBD said in a news release
sent to the .

“The world-is clearly eager for ur:
gentaction to protect nature,” Mrema
said in the CBD news release. "And we
have no time to spare. Together we
must ultimately deliver a truly his-
toric agreement that puts us firmly
on the path to living in harmony with

mmn-n&-an-u

up to save biodiversity

nature.”

Possible diplomatic fallout from
Russia's invasion of Ukraine lurked
{nthebackground—potentially dent-
ing any prospects of global unity on
the issue,

Russian delegates whohad planned
to attend had their travel plans can-
celed amid the closure of much of Eu-
rope’s airspace to flights from Russia
after theinvasion, organizers said, ex-
pressing hopes that Russiandipiomats
based in Geneva would nevertheless
participate

An intergovernmental, science-
based assessment of biodiversity
woridwide three years ago cited a de-
cline of nature atunprecedented rates
and an acceleration of the extinction
of species—with up to a million spe-
cles facing possible disappearance in
the coming decades.

The US-based Campaign For Na-
turesaysamajorthemein Genevawill
be a target to protect and conserve at
least 30 percent of the world’s lands,
inland waters and oceans to help
stanch habitat loss, the “overexploi-
tation” of nature by people and busi-
nesses, and the emergence of patho-
gens that thrive off upheaval in the
environment.

Convention managers point to five
drivers of biodiversity loss: Changes
to the use of land and sea; unsustain-
able exploitation through activities
like agriculture, and climate change;
pollution; and the spread of invasive
alien species into new habitats. Indi-
rectly, it says, unsustainable produc-
tion and consumption also play a role

Originally scheduled for Geneva
from January 12 to 28, the three

meetings—of the Subsidiary Body
on Scientific, Technical and Techno
logical Advice (SBSTTA 24), the third
meeting of the Suhsidiary Body on
Implementation (SBI 3) and the Open-
ended Working Group on the Post-
2020 Global Biodiversity Framework
(WG2020-3)—resumed at the Centre
International de Conférences Genéve,
the CBD said.

SBSTTA-24 will advance discus-
sions on amonitoringapproachforthe
poet-2020 framework. This includes
marine and coastal biodiversity, bio-
diversity and agriculture and health,
and invasive alien species.

Other issues include synthetic bi-
ology, living modified organisms risk

andm andthe

work programme of the Intergovern-
mental Science-Policy Platform on
Biodiversity and Ecosystem Services.
$BI-3 will complete its work on
key inputs to the post-2020 frame-
work and lay a firm foundation for
its adoption and implementation at
theresumed Conferenceof Parties-1S.

The agenda includes ensur-
ing the framework mobilizes and
scales-up finance for biodiversity,
better aligned investments with
theneeds of nature and people and
facilitates the disclosure of risks
and impacts for nature.

Delegates will also advance work
on the mechanisms to monitor, report
and review implementation, and to
build countries' capacity to manage
and conserveits biodiversity resourc-
e3, benefit from ecosystem services,
and achieve the framework's targets

Plans will also be-advanced to en-
hance outreach and public awareness

to support biodiversity action, and
ensure the framework fully supports
rights-based approach and respect
gender equality and equal access for
women to leadership, participation
and decision-making

WG2020-3 discussions will cen-
ter on agreeing on actions needed
to reach the 2050 Vision of living in
harmony with nature, defining how
performance will be tracked and re
ported, and ultimately determining
bow success will be defined

This includes addréssing the five
driversof biodiversity loss—land sea
use change, unsustainable exploita-
tion, climate change, pollution, and
invasitve alien species—and relevant
indirectdriverssuch as unsustainable
production and consumption.

The meeting is also expected to
decide and announce the dates of the
resumed UN Biodiversity Conference
later this year in Kunming, China, at
which the landmark blue print post-
2020Global Biodiversity Framework
is due for adoption

Mrema said one key issue in the
conference will be efforts toward
repurposing and redirectingharmful
me $500
biilion per year currently—and how
“these financial flows can move away

subsidies—to the tune of so

from nature-negative to biodiversity-
positive outcomes,” AP said

A draft proposal for the frame-
work to be adopted in China would
aimto require that $700 billion would
be put into sustaining or improving
biodiversity

Thie issue of reddcing poll
fremrphsticsisalso ;‘au ofthed
she said. lym 8. Resurreccion with AP

the Mangs o "Hll‘l&llhnmmnthh.ﬂm
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pushes option to transform
astic refuse into a key ingredient
cement manufacturing

By JONATHAN L. MaYUGA

O help reduce the country’s solid

waste generation, the Department

of Environment and Natural
Resources (DENR) is urging cement
manufacturers to explore ways to utilize
plastic waste as raw material and help cut
half of the country’s garbage problem.

P25.00 NATIONWIDE | 2 SECTIONS 12 PAGES | 7 DAYS AWEEK

PLASTIC
PLANET?

tions such as policies that prevent
and reduce the volume and toxicity
of plastic waste without aggravat-
ing the aiready ming climate
crisis, Salamat st

Toxic emissions’

SOUGHT for reaction, Greenpeace
said using plastic waste as fuel in
Co-processing and waste-to-energy
duces ant amounts of
¢ ons and greenhouse
Bases, further aggravating the
plastic pollution and climate crises

DENR-E " Boreau COLEEN SALAMAT, Plastic Solutions MARIAN FRANCES T. LEDESMA, Zero Waste Plastic-to-fuel schemes are

Director William Cufiado: “When all these Campaigner of EcoWaste Coabition: “Cement Campaigner of Greenpeace Southeast Asia- false solutions which do not re

cement plants will participate, we can kiles, 3, and other Phi “Plastic-to-fuel schemes are R W R R TR, =

dramatically reduce the vokume of piastic wnits burning waste, especially chiorinated false salutions which o not result be the - the. )ehavional ¢} a"“’d"'

waste which will be now regarded as raw matenaks, reiease harmtyl poliutants int behavioral changes of systemic shifts eur ¢ C saiits our planet needs

material of the cement plants in therr the enviroament.” planetneeds.” ihey instead incentivize continued
waste wh curent processing.” waste generation and dependence
as raw m Undersecretary  for on plastic. We only get one side
plants in their current proces Policy. Panning and International of the story from the proponents
DENR-En it r 2 t spokes branded the us of h sck s local govern-
Bureau unad p

Leones also

pl

of plastics that are being
he May 2022 eiections
a s are als

Management Act

than 2 ars, the

a looming garbage
Nith its est

perce: m P

plastic wa es these are used to garbage cement manufac
The Leones, who held the tons of ge annually. Metro turing does not address the root

said that t of EMB director during Manila produces slightly  less 1 the plast

governm h 4 in the DENR, point t a quarter of b

their 3 e .

rpauling ar

he added

kilr incinerators
ombustion units burning

e ween Sala
, Plastic Solutions Campaigner
Waste Coalition, said

waste

ities to make

available independent studies,
as well as verified monitoring re-
ports, presumably used by DENR

0 ju t ush for such a

f plastics, the gov-

ernment should draw up rea! solu-

formed about the risks. The
costs of refuse-derived fuel and
waste-to-energy om human and
environmental healt}
erable. They're

P nts
desma, Zero
Waste Campaigner of Greenpeace
-Philippines, said

it compromises
the safety and heaith of people and
the environment,” she added
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Three Philippine cities are finalists
in WWF's One Planet City Challenge

HAT do the cities of Davao, Dipolog
Wand Quezon have in common?

They have been selected as
national finalists in the World Wide Fund
for Nature’s (WWF) 2021-2022 One Planet
City Challenge (OPCC) from 16 qualmed
cities in the Philippines.

WWEF initiated the OPCC to honor cities
for their climate actions and ambitions,
and assess whether they align with the
goals agreed upon in the Paris Agreement
in limiting plane't warming to 1.5 degrees
Celsius by 2100, OPCC said.

The OPCC finalists will be evaluated
by an international jury panel composed of
experts in urban sustainability. The winners
will be announced by May-June.

[tshould be noted that the United Natiens
Environment Programme pointed out that
climate change directly impacts cities and
urban life.

Increasing global temperatures result
in rising sea levels and more extreme
weather events—such as floods, droughts,
and storms, pamcularly affecting coastal
communities,

OPCC said increases in the spread of
vector-borne and water-borne diseases and
heat-related illnesses have affected urban
populations as global temperatures increase.

The recent Intergovernmental Panel on
Climate Change (IPCC) report reinforced
these findings. It said that cities are areas
of concentrated risk to climate change with
losses due to infrastructure damage and
disruption in services and-affected supply
chains already occurring. Cities are also
areas where opportunities for delivering
urgent climate action abound.

Major contributors to climate change
are cities, because urban activities are
significant sources of greenhouse .gas
emissions. An estimated 75 percent of global
carbon dioxide (C02) emissions are from
cities, with transport and buildings being
among the largest contributors, OPCC said.

Toaddress the climate change challenge,

. some cities have started to use renewable

energy sources, implement regulations to
limit industrial emissions, and institute
energy efficiency measures.

“Many have undertaken climate actions

PEOPLE stroll at the Dipolog Boulevard in the
afternoon. PHOTOBY IMEE BELLEN, WWF-PHILIPPINES

to increase their city's resilience with its
residents and businesses adapting to the
changing climate. Others have also enforced

* laws that help to restore and preserve the

environment,” OPCC said.

In OPCC, cities are encouraged to
present their best practices and holistic
plans to substantially reduce the effects
of climate change and accelerate climate
transformation.

In OPCC's 2021-2022 leg, there are a
total of 280 cities from 50 countries.

Since its inception 10 years ago, close
to 600 cities from 53 countries in five
continents have already participated in
this challenge.

One Planet Cities Project Manager for
WWF-Philippines Imee Bellen expressed
hope that more Philippine cities will
participate in OPCC in the future.

“We are always welcome to showcase
inspiring transformative urban solutions
to mitigate the adverse effects of climate
change,” Bellen said.

WWEF-Philippines Climate and Energy
Programme Head Atty. Angela Ibay
encouraged citizens to help their respective
cities to boost their capacity lo respond to
the climate crisis. :

“The cities' plans would not come to life
if it wasn't for the collective action of its
residents. However, we as individuals can
still make a difference on our own. Even the
most trivial habits, such as reducing energy
consumption, can havea long-lasting impact
on the community and nature,” Ibay said.

Rizal Raoul Reyes
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Youth groups call on poll bets to push for green agenda
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POWER OF 52

Youth groups call on poll bets to push for green agenda

By Pauline Joy M. Gutierrez

N a movement

dubbed “Love, 527

GCreenpeace Philippines
and environmental
campaigners from
different youth groups
converged ahead of the
2022 polls and penned
letters to electoral
candidates, urging them
to prioritize climate action.

R e

Referencing the 52 percent young Fili-
pinos that comprise the total voting pop-
ulation, co-project lead Maverick Flores
pointed to the crucial role of the youth in
electing public servants at a time of a global
emergency.

“[The youth] have the power to decide
who our new leaders are going to be. They
have the most to gain or lose from election
results,” he said. “They are and will continue
to experience the consequences of the cli-
mate crisis.”

The Philippines, found to be the most
climate-vulnerable nation in the world,
stands to face devastating damages should
the government fail to build an effective
response to climate change impacts and
translate policies into concrete actions on
the ground, according to a statement from
the group,

“We need platforms on comprehensive
discussions about this," Flores said, add
ing that climate change-induced calami-
ties such as Typhoon Odette, a category 5

storm that hic the coastal areas of Visayas

ROALI ASINERO
TS WOE T
MINOANAQ

JESSIE JONN LESASHY VINCE PACAROT
oE TTEA ICIIA 1T RATOSAL S0CHT OF
AN 2L« x

VILAYAS

Lutom

THE panel for the recent “Love, 52 Youth and Elections Movement Press Briefing and Virtual Launch”
includes Ml Senica, Youth for Mental Health Coalition; Rorei Asinero, TreeBuk Project; Jessie John Legaspi
and Cris Jamil Hertez, Better Normal Youth Movement; Vince Pacaitot, National Society of Parfiamentarians,

Inc.; and Joanna Sustents, Co-Project Lead, Love, 52
and Mindanao last year, "wil! only continue

to warsen.”

In 2021, the Philippines ranked 125tk
out of 146 countries in the Environmental
Sustainability Index (ESI), which indicates
the ability of nations to protect the envi-
ronment.

“We cannot have a government that
takes the climate crisis sericusly if we will
not elect leaders who prioritize the envi-
ronment,” said National Society of Parlia-
mentarians Inc.'s Vince Davidson Pacatot

Where they stand

SEVERAL presidential aspirants have al-
ready outlined their plans to mitigate the
impact of climate change in recent months.

Vice President Leni Robredo pushes for
the inclusion of climate change programs
in all plans of the government and calls for
a concerted effort to shift to more renew-
able sources of energy.

Labor rights activist Leody de Guzman
also advocates for the transition to renew-
able energy and the closure of coal-fired
power plants

Former senator Ferdinand Marcos Jr
likewise pushed for the development of re-
newable energy sources.

Meanwhile, Manila Mayor Isko Moreno
Domagoso said he would push for a massive
rehabilitation, recovery, and reforestation
of the country’s denuded forests

In a radio interview, Senator Ping Lac-
son sald he wants to implement better
carbon emission testing and reforestation
programs as part of his initial plans to curb
global warming,

Lastly, Senator Manny Pacquiao said
Congress should move for the creation of a
“super agency” that would focus not only on
disaster resilience and response but on cre-
ating long-term disaster adaptation strare-
gies

The youth'’s sentiment
“WE feel that the discussions around the
2022 elections, so far, have been missing
key issues that matter to the youth and our
ioved ones,” said Cris Jamil Hertes, 20, of
the Better Normal Youth Movement

The group submitted a Better Normal
Youth Agenda to President Duterte in 2020,
expressing the youth's vision of the country's
post-pandemic recovery. It states, "At a time
wherr both 2 health and a climate crisis are
upon us, and with the most crucial election of
our generation coming up, we have to listen

to those who will reap the fruits—or conse-
quences—of today’s actions.”

Rorei Asinero, 22, of the TreeBuk Proj-
ect, believes that while the spirit of Baye-
nihan lives and we have our individual
responsibilities, we can only do so much
as citizens.

“If these candidates truly love the
country, as they say during their cam-
paign sorties, they must show that love
by protecting the Philippines and Filipi-
nos from the worsening impacts of the
climate crisis,” he said

Greenpeace conmders 2022 as a crucial
window for climate action, given the urgen-
cy of addressing the climate crisis. An In-
tergovernmental Panel on Climate Change
(IPCC) report released earlier this year af-
firmed that the climate system is rapidly
changing, and the scale of change is un-
precedented, with extreme weathers that
will be more intense and more frequent

“Our next leaders have a prime op
portunity to put the nation on alert and
institute policies that would help us in
the struggle for climate justice,” said
Greenpeace campaigner Joanna Sus-
tento, "The strength of those vying for
power should be tested on destructive
industries such as fossil fuels and sin-
gle-use plastic production, who should
be held accountable for their contribu
tions to the climate crisis.”

The environmental group is urging Fili-
pino voters, especially the youth who com
prise a majority of the voting population, to
consider these pressing matters in choos-
ing the right leaders

“This is not just shading on a ballot—we
are talking about the future of our country
and our next generations,” Sustento said
“2022 should not just be another year of
loss and statistics; it must be the year of cli-
mate justice.”




B
|
!
!
|

SrrAtran
COMMUNICATION
AND

=,
2 sy IMIUIALIVES

SR

— N N AU T |

mir

Filipinos, Asean residents urge

BusmessMirror

sk bod il

Nk

PAGE

FAGE

7. 1 e A s (8 o
PAGE BANNER TDITORIA
SIORY STORY
LOWER
03-20-22
NATVE

leaders to solve biodiversity crisis

By RizAL RAouL REYES

ANY Filipinos, like their Indonesian
and Malaysian counterparts, are

‘urging their respective governments

| to champion the United Nation protection

target as a solution to the world's biodiversity
crisis.
In a three-day poll commissioned by

¢ Atri Advisory in February in biodiverse-rich

countries of the Philippines, Indonesia and

Malaysia'showed an overpowering support
for a global target to protect at least 30
percent of the planet's land and ocean by
2030, known as 30x30.

“Almost all respondents—396 percent
in Malaysia, 98 percent in Indonesia and
95 percent in the Philippines—support the
global goal, and 84 percent of Malaysians,

94 percent of Indonesians and 85 percent of .

Filipinos want their respective governments
toalso support the global target,” the report
said ina material senttothe BusinessMirror.

The survey was conducted by Vase.
ai, a well-established polling company in
the region. i

The poll was the first-ever to measure
public opinion in the three countries on
the global 30x30 goal in the lead up to a
major biodiversity summit later this year in
Kunming, China.

Around 190 countries—including

Indonesia, Malaysia and the Philippines—
areexpected tofinalize and approve a global
strategy, known as the Post-2020 Giobal
Biodiversity Framework (GBF), designed to
stave off a biodiversity crisis that threatens
up to 1-million species with extinction in
the coming decades.

Negotiators from these countries are
currently meeting in Geneva, Switzerland,
to iron out the details of the GBF, which
includes a target to protect 30x30 as one
of its central elements.

The High Ambition Coalition for Nature
and People (HAC), an intergovernmentat
coalition of more than 80 countries co-
chaired by Costa Rica, France and the US,
is championing the 30x30 goal. =

Cambodia is the first and currently only
HAC member from the Asean region. Other
Asianmembers include Japan, India, Bhutan,
Nepal, Pakistan and the Maldives.

Overwhelming scientific evidence and
economic data shows that conserving at least
30 percent of the planet's land and ocean
is key to help address global biodiversity
loss—inadditiontostoring carbon, preventing

future pandemics, bolstering economic

growth, increasing fisheries’ production, and

Southeast Asia comprises just 3 percent
of Earth’s land mass, but it contains almost
20 percent of the world's biodiversity.

The poll shows that people in the region
fully appreciate the value of biodiversity to
development, and appreciate the role it can
play in preserving it.

The poll is a public mandate for the
Philippines, Malaysia and Indonesia to
embrace the 30x30 global goal.

“The survey refiects the staggering
support of citizens in the region for their
governments to endorse the proposal to
protect 30 percent of the planet by 2030
and to take urgent steps to halt biodiversity
loss. To do otherwise is not an option,”
explained Dr. Zakri Abdul Hamid, chairman
of Atri Advisory and Science Advisor to the
Campaign for Nature.

"It is incumbent upon our political
leaders and policy-makers to listen to the
people and join the rest of the world in this
crucial effort,” Zakri, founding chairman of
Intergovernmental Panel on Biodiversity and
Ecosystem Services, said.

Dr. Tony La Vina, former undersecretary
of the Department of Environment and

‘Natural Resources Philippines, said:

*Southeast Asia comprises just 3 percent of
Earth's land mass, but it contains almost 20
percent of the world's biodiversity.”

An Associate Director for Climate Policy

and International Relations of Manila
Observatory, LaVifiaadded, “The poll shows
that people in the region fully appreciate

CARTOOM

the value of this biodiversity to our own
development and appreciate the role we can
play in preserving it. This poll is a public
mandate for the Philippines, Malaysia and
Indonesa to embrace the 30x30 global goal.*

- The HAC pointed out that the economic

- benefits of 30x30 are strong. The group

: qjeeting the 30 percent target will generate .
financial and ecosystem services benefits
-at least five times the cost. !

saidan independent study prepared by more
than 100 economists and experts found that

Inaninterview, 80 percent of Malaysian
respondents, 92 percent of Indonesians
and 95 percent of Filipinos said they were
either extremely or very concerned about
the biodiversity crisis.

Onthe awareness of global negotiations
on the new set of rules on biodiversity goals
and targets, scheduled for agreement in
Kunming, 87 percent of Chinese respondents
said they are updated, while 93 percent of
Malaysians and 91 pereent of Filipinos said
they are well informed.

Yongyuth Yuthavong, senior advisor
to the president of National Science and
Technology Development Agency, former

“deputy prime minister of Thailand, and

Global Steering Committee member of
Campaign for Nature, said science has shown
thatthere is ot to be done in protecting Planet
Earth, and warned that time is tunning out.
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How to design an effective

treaty to curb plastic pollutioh

LASTIC pollution is accumulat-

ing worldwide, on land and in the

oceans. According to a study com-
missioned by the World Economic Forum,

without changes to current practices, there-

may be more plastic by weight than fish in
the ocean by 2050.

On March 2, representatives from 175
nations around the world took a historic
step toward ending that pollution. The
United Nations Environment Assembly
voted to task a committee with forging
a legally binding global treaty on plastic
pollution by 2024. UN Environment Pro-
gram Executive Director Inger Andersen
described it as “an insurance policy for this
generation and future ones, so they may

live with plastic and not be doomed by it.”

To address this problem, the US has fo-
cused on waste management and recycling
rather than regulating plastic producers
and businesses that use plastic in their
products. Failing to address the sources
means that policies have limited impact.

Some countries, such as France and Ke-
nya, have banned single-use plastics. Oth-
ers, like Germany, have mandated plastic
bottle deposit schemes. Canada has clas-
sified manifactured plastic items as toxic,
which gives its national government broad
power to regulate them.

Plastic pollution crosses boundanes, so

. countries need to work together to curb it.

Countries have come together to solve en-

vironmental problems before. The global
community has successfully addressed acid
rain, stratospheric ozone depletion and

_ mercury contamination through interna-

tional treaties. These agreements, which in-
clude the US, offer strategies for a plastics

© treaty.

Based on these precedents, plastic is a
good candidate for an international treaty.
Like ozone, sulfur and mercury, plastic
comes from specific, identifiable human
activities that occur across the globe. Many

countries contribute, so the problem is.

transboundary in nature.
In addition to providing a frame-

work for keeping plastic out of the

ocean, a plastic pollution treaty should

include reduction targets for both pro-
ducing less plastic and generating less

* waste that are specific, measurable and

achievable. The treaty should be bind-
ing but flexible, allowing countries to
meet these targets as they choose.
Negotiations should consider the inter-
ests of those who experience the dispropor-
tionate impacts of plastic, as well as those

‘who make a living off recycling waste as’

part of the informal economy. Finally, an
international treaty should promote col-
laboration and sharing of data, resources
and best practices.

Since plastic pollution doesn’t stay in
one place, all nations will benefit from find-
ing ways to curb it. The Conversation
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DOH notes slow decline in new COVID-19 cases

By Gaea Katreena Cabico(Philstar.com) - March 18, 2022 - 2:59pm
- .
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MANILA, Philippines — The Department of Health said Friday it is seeing a slow decline in the
number of new COVID-19 infections in the country.

“Our epidemic curve shows that while a swift decline followed the peak of cases, this decline
has markedly slowed down over the past weeks,” DOH Undersecretary Maria Rosario Vergeire
said.

From March 10 to 16, the country logged an average of 534 additional cases per day. The
figure was 29% lower than the daily average from the previous week.

Vergeire also reported that only 12% of hospital admissions in the country had severe and
critical iliness.

The utilization of all COVID-19 beds nationwide remained at low risk, with only 18% of the beds
occupied. Meanwhile, the national ICU utilization rate dropped to 19% from 51% during the
peak of the surge driven by Omicron.

“Ito ay bunga ng ating pagtutulungan sa pamamagitan ng pagsunod sa minimum public health
standards at pagpapaturok ng bakuna. Ipagpatuloy natin ito nang sa gayon ay tuloy-tuloy
tayong mag-martsa tungo sa ating better normal,” Vergeire said.

(These are the outcomes of our adherence to minimum public health standards and
vaccination. Let's continue doing these so we can march toward better normal.)

The agency earlier said the entire Philippines is considered low risk for COVID-19 spread.

Metro Manila and 47 other areas are under Alert Level 1 until the end of the month. Health chief
Francisco Duque lll said Thursday that the country will likely stay at Alert Level 1 until the term
of President Rodrigo Duterte ends in June.

The Philippines has reported over 3.67 million COVID-19 cases since the pandemic started,
with 57,880 deaths.

Source: https://www.philstar.com/headlines/2022/03/18/2168213/doh-notes-slow-decline-new-
covid-19-cases/amp/
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WHO naalarma sa muling pagtaas ng COVID-
19 cases sa ibang panig ng mundo

Danilo Garcia - Pang-masa March 19, 2022 | 12:00am

MANILA, Philippines — Muling naalarma ngayon ang World Health Organization (WHO) sa
panibagong pagtaas ng mga kaso ng impeksyon ng COVID sa ilang bahagi ng mundo habang
bumabagsak naman ang testing rates sa ibang mga bansa.

Dahil sa panibagong outbreak, nagpatupad na ng lockdown ang ilang bansa sa Asya partikular
sa Hong Kong at sa probinsya ng Jilin sa China. Tinitingnan ang ilang kumbinasyon ng dahilan
sa panibagong outbreak.

Ito ay dahil sa mas nakakahawang Omicron variant at sub-variant na BA. 2 at pagluluwag sa
mga restriksyon para buksan ang ekonomiya.

Nakakabahala rin umano ang mababang ‘vaccination rate’ sa ilang bansa na dulot ng mga
kumakalat na misimpormasyon at pag-uumpisang magrelaks ng gobyerno at publiko.
Sa kanilang datos, umakyat ng 8% ang mga bagong impeksyon sa buong mundo na katumbas
ng 11 milyong bagong kaso at higit sa 43,000 bilang ng mga bagong nasawi mula Marso 7
hanggang 13. Ito ang kauna-unahang mataas na bilang mula noong katapusan ng Enero.

Pinakamalaking itinaas sa mga bilang ang Western Pacific region, partikular ang South Korea
at China na nakapagtala ng 25% dagdag na kaso at 27% dagdag na nasawi.

Source: https://www.philstar.com/pang-masa/police-metro/2022/03/19/2168362/who-
naalarma-sa-muling-pagtaas-ng-covid-19-cases-sa-ibang-panig-ng-mundo
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