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DENR turns over Marikina River rehab 
project to DPWH 
Elizabeth Marcelo - The Philippine Star March 14, 2022 | 12:00am 

 
Joggers and cyclists enjoy the open air as they exercise along the riverbanks in Marikina City on Friday 

morning, Oct. 22, 2021. 
The STAR / Miguel de Guzman 

 

MANILA, Philippines — The Department of Environment and Natural Resources (DENR) 

recently turned over to the Department of Public Works and Highways (DPWH) the Task Force 

Build Back Better’s Marikina River rehabilitation project to ensure its continuity after the Duterte 

administration. 

Acting Environment Secretary Jim Sampulna said the move would mainstream the task force’s 

gains in the Marikina restoration project into the initiatives of the DPWH’s Unified Project 

Management Office-Flood Control Management Cluster. 

“But the objective of the activity remains the same – to address the issue of perennial flooding 

in Marikina, Pasig and Quezon City,” Sampulna said, adding that the gains of the task force 

was proven by the “improved conditions in the Marikina and Pasig during intense rains last 

year.” 

The transfer of implementation allows for the second segment of Phase 2 of the Marikina River 

Dredging Project to be adopted under Phase 4 of the DPWH’s Pasig-Marikina River Channel 

Improvement Project in partnership with the Japan International Cooperation Agency. 

Phase 2 of the dredging consisted of two segments covering Barangays Santolan, Ugong and 

Caniogan in Pasig. 

Sampulna said Segment 1, which started in July 2021, is almost complete with 30,420 cubic 

meters already dredged as of Nov. 2, 2021, resulting in the widening of the Marikina River on 

the side of Pasig by 12,840 square meters. 

Phase 1 of the Marikina River restoration project was completed in July last year, or five months 

after it was launched in February. 

The DENR said Phase 1 of the project resulted in the widening of the Marikina River by about 

9,060 square meters after 41,625 cubic meters were dredged from three “chokepoints” along 

the Olandez sewage treatment plant, BF City and SM Marikina Riverbanks. 

 

 

 

https://www.philstar.com/authors/1805074/elizabeth-marcelo


March 14, 2022 

Date 

 2 of 2 

Page 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

STRATEGIC  

COMMUNICATION &   

INITIATIVES  

SERVICE 

Headline 

Editorial 

Column 

Opinion 

Feature Article 

“This broadened the river to up to 100 meters and an additional depth of two meters,” Sampulna 

said. 

Marikina Mayor Marcelino Teodoro commended the efforts of the DENR-led task force, saying 

that “great improvements in terms of reducing floods have been observed last year, especially 

in outlying areas along the river.” 

Teodoro said the task force has also provided local officials with effective models for addressing 

the flooding problems in Marikina. 

He said the Marikina City Council recently approved a resolution calling for the dredging of 

Marikina River by the local government instead of hiring contractors. 

The city government has purchased new equipment and other dredging materials as a result 

of the lessons learned from the task force’s initiatives in the Marikina River, Teodoro said. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Source: https://www.philstar.com/nation/2022/03/14/2167160/denr-turns-over-marikina-river-

rehab-project-dpwh  
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Sampulna Lauds Task Force Build Back Better 

Accomplishments 
 Sunday, March 13, 2022 Journal Online 

 

Department of Environment and Natural Resources (DENR) Acting Secretary Jim O. 
Sampulna expresses his admiration for the success of the restoration projects in the cities of 
Marikina and Pasig during the turnover of the Phase 4 of the Marikina River Restoration Project 
from the Task Force Build Back Better (TFBBB) to the Department of Public Works and 
Highways (DPWH)-Unified Project Management Office Flood Control Management Cluster on 
March 9, 2022 at the Palaruang Batang Lambak Covered Court, Brgy. Sta. Elena, Marikina 
City. The restoration projects resulted in the widening of Marikina River from 70 meters to more 
than 90 meters and to an additional depth of two meters. TFBBB is chaired by the DENR and 
the DPWH. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Source: https://journal.com.ph/sampulna-lauds-task-force-build-back-better-accomplishments/  
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https://journal.com.ph/denr-joins-womenmakechange-campaign/
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https://journal.com.ph/sampulna-lauds-task-force-build-back-better-accomplishments/
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DENR urges cement plants to utilize plastic 

wastes 
By Eireene Jairee Gomez  March 14, 2022 

The Department of Environment and Natural Resources-Environmental Management Bureau 

(DENR-EMB) urged cement makers to explore ways to utilize plastic waste as a raw material 

to help reduce the country's solid waste generation by at least 40 percent. 

"When all these cement plants will participate, we can dramatically reduce the volume of plastic 

waste which will be now regarded as raw materials of the cement plants in their current 

processing," said DENR-EMB Director William Cuñado, citing that several cement firms in the 

country have already adopted the conversion of plastic waste into energy. 

Doing do will reduce the volume of plastic waste in the country by 40 to 60 percent. 

Cuñado also said that the participation of the local government units through their solid waste 

management efforts will contribute to the decrease in plastic waste volume. 

The DENR-EMB chief noted that the conversion of plastic waste into raw material for use by 

cement plants will result in the reduction of plastic wastes generated in cities and municipalities. 

Meanwhile, DENR Undersecretary for Policy, Panning, and International Affairs and 

spokesperson Jonas Leones also cited that campaign materials made out of plastics used for 

the May 2022 elections can be recycled by cement plants. 

"Plastic tarpaulins are also used in co-processing, in energy. These are mixed into cement as 

fillers; sometimes these are used to create pots," Leones said. 

"Plastic tarpaulins are melted to have some other products out of these plastics," he added. 

Leones also reiterated the continuing efforts of the DENR in addressing the problem of single-

use plastics. 

"The DENR has already approved the national plan of action to address the plastic litter and in 

addressing single-use plastics. We are supporting the principle of circular economy and 

extended producer responsibility or EPR," Leones said. 

"For us, we are just preparing the policy that would hopefully give incentives to the industries 

for them to avoid using single-use plastics," he added. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Source: https://www.manilatimes.net/2022/03/14/business/top-business/denr-urges-cement-

plants-to-utilize-plastic-wastes/1836196  

 

https://www.manilatimes.net/author/eireene-jairee-gomez
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https://www.manilatimes.net/2022/03/14/business/top-business/denr-urges-cement-plants-to-utilize-plastic-wastes/1836196
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DENR pushes use of plastic in cement manufacturing 
By Malaya Business Insight -March 14, 2022 

The Department of Environment and Natural Resources (DENR) through the Environmental 
Management Bureau (EMB), urged cement makers to explore ways of utilizing plastic waste 
as raw material to help reduce the country’s solid waste generation by at least 40 percent. 

“When all these cement plants will participate, we can dramatically reduce the volume of plastic 
waste which will be now regarded as raw materials of the cement plants in their current 
processing… This measure will reduce by 40 to 60 percent the volume of plastic waste,” said 
William Cuñado, EMB director. 

Cuñado said in a statement several cement firms have adopted the conversion of plastic waste 
into energy. The participation of the local government units through their solid waste 
management efforts are also being sought. 

Jonas Leones, DENR undersecretary for policy, planning and international affairs, said election 
campaign materials made out of plastics can be recycled by cement plants. 

“Plastic tarpaulins are also used in co-processing, in energy. These are mixed into cement as 
fillers; sometimes these are used to create pots… Plastic tarpaulins are melted to have some 
other products out of these plastics,” Leones said. 

The DENR said it continues to address the problem of single-use plastics with the recent 
approval of the national plan of action on plastic litter. 

“We are supporting the principle of circular economy and extended producer responsibility… 
For us, we are just preparing the policy that would hopefully give incentives to the industries for 
them to avoid using single-use plastics,” Leones said. – Jed Macapagal 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Source: https://malaya.com.ph/news_business/denr-pushes-use-of-plastic-in-cement-

manufacturing/  
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Cement makers urged to use plastic waste as ‘raw’ 

material 
 March 12, 2022  Cory Martinez 

“EXPLORE more ways to utilize plastic waste as raw material to help reduce the country’s solid 

waste generation by at least 40%.” 

This is the appeal of the Department of Environment and Natural Resources-Environmental 

Management Bureau (DENR-EMB) to cement makers in the country saying that their 

participation will dramatically reduce the volume of plastic waste. 

DENR-EMB Director William Cuñado said that these plastic wastes will now be regarded as 

raw materials of the cement plants in their current processing. 

“This measure will reduce by 40 to 60% the volume of plastic waste,” said Cuñado as he cited 

that several cement firms have already adopted the conversion of plastic waste into energy in 

the country. 

He also stressed that the participation of the local government units (LGUs) through their solid 

waste management efforts will contribute to the decrease in plastic waste volume. 

Cuñado noted that the conversion of plastic waste into raw material for cement plants will result 

in the reduction of plastic wastes generated in cities and municipalities. 

Atty. Jonas Leones, DENR Undersecretary for Policy, Panning, and International Affairs and 

spokesperson, on the other hand, cited that the campaign materials made out of plastics that 

are used for the May 2022 elections can be recycled by cement plants. 

“Plastic tarpaulins are also used in co-processing, in energy. These are mixed into cement as 

fillers; sometimes these are used to create pots,” Leones said. 

“Plastic tarpaulins are melted to have some other products out of these plastics,” he added. 

Leones also reiterated the continuing efforts of the DENR in addressing the problem of single-

use plastics. 

“The DENR has already approved the national plan of action to address the plastic litter and in 

addressing single-use plastics. We are supporting the principle of circular economy and 

extended producer responsibility or EPR,” Leones said. 

“For us, we are just preparing the policy that would hopefully give incentives to the industries 

for them to avoid using single-use plastics,” he added. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Source: https://journalnews.com.ph/cement-makers-urged-to-use-plastic-waste-as-raw-

material/  
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Paggamit ng plastic waste sa paggawa ng 
semento, giit ng DENR 
Angie dela Cruz - Pilipino Star Ngayon March 13, 2022 | 12:00am 

 

MANILA, Philippines — Hinikayat ng Department of Environment and Natural Resources-

Environmental Management Bureau (DENR-EMB) ang mga cement makers na maghanap na 

paraan upang magamit ang plastic waste bilang raw material para mabawasan ang solid waste 

generation ng bansa ng halos 40 porsiyento. 

“When all these cement plants will participate, we can dramatically reduce the volume of plastic 

waste which will be now regarded as raw materials of the cement plants in their current 

processing,” saad ni DENR-EMB Director William Cuñado. 

Anya may ilang cement firms na ang nagsasagawa ng conversion ng plastic waste bilang 

enerhiya sa bansa. 

“This measure will reduce by 40 to 60 percent the volume of plastic waste,” paliwanag ni 

Cuñado. 

Anya ang pakikiisa ng mga local government units sa pamamagitan ng kanilang solid waste 

management efforts ay makatutulong upang mabawasan ang nalilikhang plastic waste. 

Paliwanag din ni Cuñado na ang paggamit ng plastic waste bilang raw material sa cement 

plants ay magreresulta para mabawasan ang nalilikhang basura sa mga lungsod at 

munisipalidad. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Source: https://www.philstar.com/pilipino-star-ngayon/metro/2022/03/13/2166900/paggamit-

ng-plastic-waste-sa-paggawa-ng-semento-giit-ng-denr  

 

https://www.philstar.com/authors/1127581/angie-dela-cruz
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https://www.philstar.com/pilipino-star-ngayon/metro/2022/03/13/2166900/paggamit-ng-plastic-waste-sa-paggawa-ng-semento-giit-ng-denr
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More 'dugong' sightings in Sarangani Bay 
By Franz R. Sumangil March 14, 2022 

ENVIRONMENTALISTS in Region 12 (Soccsksargen) have reported sightings of five sea 

cows, commonly known by locals as "dugong," off Sarangani Bay apparently looking for food. 

The Sarangani Bay Protected Seascape (SBPS) Protected Area Management Office spotted 

the sea mammals through a drone grazing the coast of Glan, Sarangani province, on Friday, 

the last day of the SBPS Week celebration. 

Felix Alicer, Department of Environment and Natural Resources-Region 12 (DENR-12) 

executive director, said the sightings of the dugong were a clear indicator that the SBPS 

remains as a key marine biodiversity area which needs to be protected not only by the DENR 

but all of its stakeholders. 

"We rely much on the constituents of this area for the sea cows' protection," Alicer added. 

He said the DENR alone cannot carry out its functions effectively without the support of citizens 

and local government units. 

Alicer, also the concurrent chairman of the SBPS Protected Area Management Board, added 

that all must work together to protect and preserve the biodiversity in the SBPS. 

Joy Oloquin, protected area superintendent, said she was overwhelmed by the presence of the 

sea cows in the area. 

"We're glad that we still have this number of dugongs in the SBPS. We thought that we're losing 

this species because we were considered a hotspot of dugong in the whole Philippines. We 

are so delighted now," she added. 

Maria Elvira Lumayag, provincial environment and natural resources officer of Sarangani, said 

it was the first time that a herd of sea cows was sighted on Sarangani Bay. 

Lumayag said normally one or at the most two sea cows are seen in a given time during the 

DENR-12 monthly marine mammal monitoring activity. 

"This is so timely with our SBPS Week celebration. These sightings are a manifestation of how 

we are taking care of our protected seascape. Our efforts are paying off," she said. 

Dugong, the flagship species of the SBPS, are very shy and gentle marine mammals that feed 

on sea grasses. 

In a statement, the DENR-12 cited an International Union for Conservation of Nature and World 

Wildlife Fund report that the dugong population has been diminishing as a result of loss of 

seagrass habitat or degradation. 

The degradation could be attributed to various development and industrial activities in the 

coastal areas that cause water pollution, the DENR said. 

 

 

 

Source: https://www.manilatimes.net/2022/03/14/news/regions/more-dugong-sightings-in-

sarangani-bay/1836182  
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Rare ‘Party of 5’ sea cows spotted in Sarangani 

Bay 
By: Edwin O. Fernandez - @inquirerdotnet 
Philippine Daily Inquirer / 05:36 AM March 13, 2022 

 
GENTLE GIANT | Five sea cows or dugong were sighted by environmentalists off Sarangani Bay foraging for food in 

this photo taken on March 11. —PHOTO COURTESY OF DEPARTMENT OF ENVIRONMENT AND NATURAL 

RESOURCES REGION 12 

KORONADAL CITY, South Cotabato, Philippines — Environmentalists have reported the 
sighting of five sea cows, commonly known as dugong, off Sarangani Bay looking for food. 
The sea mammals were spotted by the drone camera used by the Sarangani Bay Protected 
Seascape (SBPS) Protected Area Management Office, as they were foraging off the coast of 
Glan town in Sarangani on Friday. 
 
Ma. Elvira Lumayag, the provincial environment and natural resources officer, said it was the 
first time in recent memory that “a herd of five” dugong was sighted in the bay. Normally, she 
said, only a solitary sea cow or a pair could be seen. 
 
‘Efforts paying off’ 

The Department of Environment and Natural Resources (DENR) conducts a monthly 
monitoring of marine mammal activity in the bay in line with conservation and protection 
efforts. 
 
“This sighting is a manifestation of how we are taking care of our protected seascape. Our 
efforts are paying off,” Lumayag said. 
 
Known for being shy and mainly subsisting on seagrass, the dugong are considered the 
flagship species of Sarangani Bay. 
 
“We’re glad that we still have this number of dugong [here],” SBPS supeintendent Joy 
Oloquin said. “We thought we were losing this species because we were considered a hot 
spot [for these animals]. We are delighted to see them.” 
 
The DENR office in Region 12 cited reports of dwindling dugong population in other countries 
due to habitat loss and industrialization, as monitored by the International Union for 
Conservation of Nature and the World Wildlife Fund. 
 
DENR needs help 

For DENR-12 director Felix Alicer, the recent dugong sighting in Sarangani showed that the 
SBPS require continued protection, not only by the DENR but by other stakeholders. 

 

https://newsinfo.inquirer.net/byline/edwin-o-fernandez
https://www.twitter.com/@inquirerdotnet
https://newsinfo.inquirer.net/source/philippine-daily-inquirer
https://www.denr.gov.ph/
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DENR needs help 

For DENR-12 director Felix Alicer, the recent dugong sighting in Sarangani showed that the 
SBPS require continued protection, not only by the DENR but by other stakeholders. 
 
“The DENR alone cannot carry out its functions effectively without the support of the citizenry 
and the local government units. We must all work together to protect and preserve the 
biodiversity in the SBPS,” said Alicer, who also chairs the SBPS Protected Area Management 
Board. 
 
Protected area 
According to marine biologist Roy Operario Mejorada of the Environmental Conservation and 
Protection Center-Sarangani Province, the sea cows showed up just as the SBPS was 
marking its 26th anniversary. 
 
“Not just one dugong, but five! The herd was foraging on the seagrass meadows and mothers 
were observed nursing the calves. This sighting is just one of the many reasons why we 
protect our bay,” Mejorada wrote on social media. 
 
The SBPS was established in 1996 through Proclamation No. 756 signed by then President 
Fidel Ramos. 
 
The protected area comprises the entire Sarangani Bay and a portion of the municipal waters 
of Maitum, Kiamba and Maasim towns. 
 

 

 

Source: https://newsinfo.inquirer.net/1567385/rare-party-of-5-sea-cows-spotted-in-sarangani-

bay  
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Philippines adopts UN resolution to end 
plastic pollution 
By Pia Lee-Brago(The Philippine Star) - March 14, 2022 - 12:00am 

 
The resolution starts the process to craft an agreement to end plastic pollution, addressing the full lifecycle of 

plastic products – from production, design to disposal. Endorsed by 175 nations last March 2 at the UNEA-5 in 

Nairobi in Kenya, it is based on three initial draft resolutions from various nations. 

STAR / Edd Gumban, file 

 

MANILA, Philippines — The Philippines has joined other nations in adopting a historic 

resolution at the United Nations Environment Assembly (UNEA-5) to end plastic pollution and 

forge an international legally binding agreement by 2024. 

The resolution starts the process to craft an agreement to end plastic pollution, addressing the 

full lifecycle of plastic products – from production, design to disposal. Endorsed by 175 nations 

last March 2 at the UNEA-5 in Nairobi in Kenya, it is based on three initial draft resolutions from 

various nations. 

By the end of 2024, the Intergovernmental Negotiating Committee (INC) it established is 

expected to have already completed its work of drafting the agreement. 

The United Nations Environment Program (UNEP) will convene a forum by yearend, in 

conjunction with the first session of the INC, to share knowledge and best practices in different 

parts of the world. Once the INC work is comleted, UNEP will convene a diplomatic conference 

to adopt its outcome and open it for signatures. 

“Today marks a triumph by planet earth over single-use plastics. This is the most significant 

environmental multilateral deal since the Paris accord. It is an insurance policy for this 

generation and future ones, so they may live with plastic and not be doomed by it,” said Inger 

Andersen, UNEP executive director. 

Plastic production soared from two million tons in 1950 to 348 million tons in 2017, becoming 

a global industry valued at $522.6 billion and is expected to double in capacity by 2040. 

Espen Barth Eide, UNEA-5 president and Norway’s climate and environment minister, said 

“plastic pollution has grown into an epidemic of its own.” 

“Paradoxically, plastics are among the most long-lasting products we humans have made – 

and frequently, we still just throw it away,” he said, noting that the product can be used over 

and over again. 

Source: https://www.philstar.com/headlines/2022/03/14/2167060/philippines-adopts-un-

resolution-end-plastic-pollution/amp/  
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Making a positive impact through waste 
collection 
BYBMPLUS MARCH 11, 2022 

 

Change for the environment often seems the hardest thing to do, and yet the most important 

one. For the past several years, Mondelēz International in the Philippines has been 

strengthening its actions on environmental protection, particularly on plastic waste. Today, the 

company is proud to announce its achievement of collecting 102,000 kilos of post-consumer 

plastic waste with partner Geocycle in the areas of Bulacan, Misamis Oriental, Davao City and 

La Union. 

Starting in 2019 with a collection of just 1,000 kilos of plastic waste for the entire year, 

Mondelēz  International has been steadily understanding the opportunities for waste collection 

in the Philippines. In 2021, the company achieved a milestone of 172,000 kilos’ worth of 

collection and diversion of plastic waste. That means this amount of waste was diverted to 

better use and did not end up as landfill nor marine litter. This year, the Company announces 

its goal to collect and co-process more waste, and it’s off to a good start with this partnership 

with Geocycle, the waste management unit of building solutions provider Holcim Philippines, 

Inc. The amount of waste collected and diverted through Geocycle is equal to the weight of 70 

cars. 

“Sustainability, particularly in the area of packaging and plastic waste, is one of the pillars of 

our strategy as a Company,” explains Ashish Pisharodi, Country Director for Mondelēz 

International in the Philippines. “We call it sustainable snacking – a commitment to grow our 

business by making our snacks in the right way, with positive impact for people and the planet. 

This new partnership with Geocycle is one way we are showing our commitment to consumers, 

our stakeholders, our own people, and the environment.” This collection of waste is brand-

neutral, meaning the company collects most types of plastic waste, regardless of the maker or 

product. 

Increasingly, consumers are expecting companies to make more than delicious products. 

According to Mondelēz International’s 3rd State of Snacking report, “85% of global consumers 

surveyed  said they either buy or would like to buy snacks from companies that are working to 

offset their  environmental impact.” Supporting  environmental goals is something people 

demand of the companies who make products they consume. 70% give more value to brands 

that act in a responsible, transparent, and honest way towards the community (Kantar, 2021).  

In working with Geocycle, snacks company Mondelēz International is collaborating with experts 

in the field of waste management to help support their sustainability goals. Geocycle is a 

leading provider of industrial, agricultural and municipal waste management services 

 

https://businessmirror.com.ph/author/bmplus/
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In working with Geocycle, snacks company Mondelēz International is collaborating with experts 

in the field of waste management to help support their sustainability goals. Geocycle is a 

leading provider of industrial, agricultural and municipal waste management services 

worldwide. It applies the proven technology of ‘co-processing’ and utilizes facilities of Holcim 

Philippines to help address waste challenges sustainably. This enables Geocycle and Holcim 

Philippines to recover energy and recycle minerals from waste, leaving no residue. 

“We are extremely pleased to be working with Mondelēz International and supporting their 
sustainability journey,” shares Jon Alan Cuyno, New Revenue Streams  Manager of Geocycle. 
“Our aim is to promote the transition towards a more extensive circular economy and create a 
zero-waste future. This means a future where plastic and other materials are not treated as 
waste; but are reused and repurposed to preserve natural resources and prevent pollution while 
producing essential building materials for development.” 

Mondelēz International similarly supports the circular economy of plastics. In 2021, the 
company pledged support for the Circulate Capital Ocean Fund (CCOF) as a limited partner. 
This involves an investment in CCOF to support scalable business solutions, thereby helping 
develop infrastructure for the collecting, sorting and recycling of plastic waste, including flexible 
films or sachets. The Company’s investment in CCOF is expected to finance enterprises that 
support the company’s goal to collect more plastic waste than the company currently produces 
across India and Southeast Asia and will further CCOF’s investments into flexible plastic waste 
collection, recycling and infrastructure enterprises. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Source: https://businessmirror.com.ph/2022/03/11/making-a-positive-impact-through-waste-

collection%EF%BF%BC/  
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‘Campaign posters of 6 presidential bets 
contain toxic substance’ 
Elizabeth Marcelo - The Philippine Star March 14, 2022 | 12:00am 

 
Pedestrians walk past a fence full of posters of politicians along E. Rodriguez Sr. Avenue in Quezon City on the 
start of the campaign period for national positions, February 8, 2022. The Commission on Elections (Comelec) 
reminds aspiring candidates to take down previously posted materials that are in violation of Comelec rules to 

avoid sanctions. 
Miguel De Guzman 

 

MANILA, Philippines — The EcoWaste Coalition has called on the government to issue stricter 

guidelines against the use of cadmium in plastic products after the environmental watchdog 

detected high levels of the toxic substance in campaign posters of six presidential candidates 

for the May 9 elections. 

Based on the laboratory tests it commissioned, EcoWaste said the multicolored coatings of the 

campaign posters of the presidential bets contained cadmium ranging from 607 to 775 parts 

per million. The white plastic sheet had cadmium between 384 to 546 ppm. 

The group said these levels detected by SGS, a leading global testing company, were way 

above the 100 ppm limit for cadmium in plastics under European Union laws and World Health 

Organization (WHO) standards. 

Cadmium belongs to the WHO’s 10 “chemicals of major public health concern.” 

Earlier, the WHO warned that cadmium, a known human carcinogen, exerts toxic effects on 

the kidneys as well as the skeletal and respiratory systems even at a very low level of exposure. 

The campaign posters bear the names and faces of six presidential candidates: Vice President 

Leni Robredo, Senators Panfilo Lacson and Manny Pacquiao, former senator Ferdinand 

Marcos Jr., Manila Mayor Isko Moreno and labor leader Leodegario de Guzman. 

EcoWaste said the posters, which are made of polyvinyl chloride (PVC) plastic, were obtained 

from individuals supporting the candidates. 

The group said it failed to collect posters from the other four presidential contenders: former 

presidential spokesman Ernesto Abella, former defense secretary Norberto Gonzales, Faisal 

Mangondato and physician Jose Montemayor Jr. 
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While the Commission on Elections encourages candidates to avoid campaign materials laden 

with hazardous substances, there is no national policy regulating cadmium in plastics such as 

PVC-based tarpaulins, EcoWaste said. 

“Political parties and candidates will need a clearer guidance from the authorities on which 

campaign materials are free of hazardous substance. We hope that the Comelec will be 

supported by government agencies so it can require, not only encourage, the use of zero waste 

and toxics-free campaign posters in future elections,” Jove Benosa, EcoWaste Zero Waste 

campaigner, said. 

EcoWaste said there is an urgent need for the government to phase out cadmium “use in 

plastics as colorant or stabilizer.” 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Source: https://www.philstar.com/headlines/2022/03/14/2167069/campaign-posters-6-

presidential-bets-contain-toxic-substance  
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PH, EU ink pact to strengthen disasters, climate 

change resilience 
Published March 13, 2022, 11:55 AM 
by Gabriela Baron 

The Philippines and the European Union (EU) have officially launched the National Copernicus 

Capacity Support Action Program for the Philippines (CopPhil) to strengthen resilience to 

natural disasters and climate change. 

In a taped report, DOST Secretary Fortunato “Boy” de la Peña said CopPhil will utilize a P590 

million grant from the EU and will be mainly implemented by the DOST and the Philippine 

Space Agency, in collaboration with the European Science Agency. 

“CoPhil specifically aims to secure the integrity of the natural ecosystem, livelihoods, and 

population against natural hazards and climate change-related threats and strengthen the 

timely and accurate use of information derived from the Copernicus Earth Observation Data for 

decision-making and monitoring of policy implementation,” de la Peña said. 

“It is designed to address technical and infrastructure needs for enhanced satellites and 

ground-based data acquisition and processing, information sharing, and application 

development which are critical for evidence-based policy and decision making in response to 

disasters,” he added. 

The program will support the Philippine Government’s objectives of developing and leveraging 

space science and technology applications to strengthen the nation’s resilience to natural 

disasters and climate change. 

CoPhil is also expected to contribute to the effective management of the environment and the 

natural resources of the Philippine ecosystems and improve the resilience of all livelihoods 

against natural hazards and climate change-related threats. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Source: https://mb.com.ph/2022/03/13/ph-eu-ink-pact-to-strengthen-disasters-climate-change-

resilience/  
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Cebu City dad defends waste-to-energy proposal 
By: Morexette Marie B. Erram - Multimedia Reporter - CDN Digital|March 13,2022 - 02:10 PM 

 
Cebu City Councilor Joel Gargarnera | CDN DIGITAL FILE PHOTO 

CEBU CITY, Philippines — Several councilors of Cebu City came to defend the proposal to put 
up a waste-to-energy (WTE) facility here after an environment watchdog urged Mayor Michael 
Rama not to proceed with the project.  
 
Councilor Joel Garganera dismissed statements from Ecowaste Coalition that establishing a 
WTE plant in the city would only further harm the environment. 
 
Garganera, who chairs the city’s Committee on Environment, was in favor of the project. He 
was among the eight councilors that gave Rama the authority to sign a joint-venture with New 
Sky Energy Philippines to construct the facility.  
 
“In sum, I guess we can all agree that solid waste continues to be a huge problem in our city 
and every day that it goes unsolved, it is another year that we will be filling up our city with 
trash. Even with proper implementation of waste segregation, such will not be addressed 
overnight,” Garganera said in a statement.  
 
“But we have to walk before we can run. I also desire for a zero-waste practice in our city, but 
it is also a matter of policy for us to see how we can go from where we are and where we want 
to be in the future,” he added.  
 
Last weekend, Ecowaste Coalition issued a statement, calling Rama to junk the proposed WTE 
facility.  
 
The group described the plan as harmful to the city’s environment as well as an ‘expensive, 
quick-fix solution’ to its long-overdue solid waste management problem. 
 
They also cautioned the city government that they may be tied down to a decades-long contract 
that may not be sustainable in the long run.  
 
In response, Garganera said innovations such as waste-to-energy technologies would help the 
city address its issues arising from its garbage collection ‘more efficiently and effectively’, and 
can even serve as an alternative source of energy.  
 
He also said New Sky Energy Philippines, the firm that proposed the WTE project, has already 
‘undergone environmental technology verification’.  
 
“(And), let it be said that this is not a quick-fix solution by the city… I rather see it as a 
transitionary measure to address our current waste generation of 600 tons a day, our scarcity 
of land to build up new landfills, and the more substantial risks that we face in operating a 
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“(And), let it be said that this is not a quick-fix solution by the city… I rather see it as a 
transitionary measure to address our current waste generation of 600 tons a day, our scarcity 
of land to build up new landfills, and the more substantial risks that we face in operating a 
dumpsite or landfill,” added Garganera.  
 
The city council approved last March 11 a resolution granting Rama the authority to approve 
New Sky Energy’s proposal to put up a six-hectare WTE facility. 
 
Rama has yet to make an official decision on the matter. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Source: https://cebudailynews.inquirer.net/429676/city-dad-defends-waste-to-energy-

proposal?fbclid=IwAR1qIt1wxnaOJbkFY7hQP_4ZQQtRMMeY5RJbUi1jbxq42XIfKbidLSj7h

V4#ixzz7NOQ9LcLu  

 

https://cebudailynews.inquirer.net/429676/city-dad-defends-waste-to-energy-proposal?fbclid=IwAR1qIt1wxnaOJbkFY7hQP_4ZQQtRMMeY5RJbUi1jbxq42XIfKbidLSj7hV4#ixzz7NOQ9LcLu
https://cebudailynews.inquirer.net/429676/city-dad-defends-waste-to-energy-proposal?fbclid=IwAR1qIt1wxnaOJbkFY7hQP_4ZQQtRMMeY5RJbUi1jbxq42XIfKbidLSj7hV4#ixzz7NOQ9LcLu
https://cebudailynews.inquirer.net/429676/city-dad-defends-waste-to-energy-proposal?fbclid=IwAR1qIt1wxnaOJbkFY7hQP_4ZQQtRMMeY5RJbUi1jbxq42XIfKbidLSj7hV4#ixzz7NOQ9LcLu
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SM Reinvents ‘Building on Stilts’ as a Climate 
Resilient Design for the Future 
Floods and rising water levels brought about by typhoons are perennial problems in Marikina 

city, which is considered as one of the low-lying areas of Metro Manila. During typhoons, 

Marikina River’s water can rise up to 23 meters compared to its normal average level of 13 

meters. While this causes the communities surrounding the Marikina Watershed to be 

underwater, SM Marikina stands tall, serving as a safe haven to its neighboring communities. 

The secret?  It is sitting on 246 stilts. 

SM City Marikina is uniquely designed. The 6-hectare mall property which is located within the 

Marikina River Watershed is an elevated mall built on top of 246 stilts. 

 

“A critical part of building climate resilient structures is to understand weather patterns and how 

it affects the environment where your city or building will be,” explained Architect Fides Garcia-

Hsu, Vice President of SM Engineering Design and Development (SM EDD). “During the design 

phase of SM City Marikina, we considered the long-term flood cycles of the Marikina 

Watershed, which was identified to be a high-risk area by the World Bank in 1977.” 

Building on stilts traces back to ancient civilization from different parts of the world. The answer 

lies in its powerful functionality. Elevated construction had been the way earliest people groups 

would protect themselves from flooding, moisture and surface organisms. It also gives them 

provision for open space storage or cultural activities. Lastly, it reduces cost in modifying natural 

terrain. While building on stilts have been adopted by modern architects through the years, 

people had lost interest in it during the rise of urbanization. 

 

 

 

 



March 14, 2022 

Date 

 2 of 2 

Page 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

STRATEGIC  

COMMUNICATION &   

INITIATIVES  

SERVICE 

Headline 

Editorial 

Column 

Opinion 

Feature Article 

SM revisited the functionality of ‘building on stilts’ and reinvented the concept as a climate 

resilient feature. This design was complemented with other disaster preparedness 

considerations to help reduce the risk of damages during extreme flooding. As such, SM City 

Marikina was built an additional 20 meters farther than the suggested 90-meter distance from 

the Marikina River centerline. Moreover, the ground floor parking was purposely laid out as an 

open-design, without walls to allow water to flow, while the second floor was elevated at 20.5 

meters, which is higher than the maximum recorded flood levels. 

During super typhoons, SM Marikina’s resiliency saves an average of Php1 billion in terms of 

losses from business sales alone. This means that it is able to help its tenants, especially the 

micro, small and medium enterprises that depend on the mall for their business continuity and 

growth. 

For its neighboring communities, SM Marikina also serves as a safe haven and a first responder 

to families who are affected during calamities. It also provides free parking spaces for those 

who are stranded and need a safe place to wait for flood water to recede. 

“Our ultimate goal is to help build the resilience of our stakeholders. This begins by building our 

own resilience to serve as a good foundation they could rely on especially during 

calamities,” Garcia-Hsu said. 

Beyond the city of Marikina, building on stilts may be experiencing a revival in other parts of 

the world as urbanization begin to rise along with a greater demand for greener spaces. This 

would allow for high-rise developments while keeping ground levels reserved for much needed 

green open spaces. 

While it took SM an additional 15% in its capital investments to make SM City Marikina a 

disaster resilient mall, the group sees it as an essential investment in its commitment to create 

shared value for its stakeholders. This, complemented with a science-based approach on 

climate scenario risk analysis, allows SM City Marikina to defy odds and prove that integrating 

resiliency is the way to a climate resilient future. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Source: https://www.villageconnect.com.ph/sm-reinvents-building-on-stilts-as-a-climate-

resilient-design-for-the-future/8815  
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PH posts 564 new COVID-19 cases; active 

infections now at 46,537 
By: Zacarian Sarao - @inquirerdotnet 

INQUIRER.net / 09:35 PM March 13, 2022 

 
FILE PHOTO: Persons identified for contact tracing in connection to COVID-19 patients undergo swabbing 

procedures inside UP-Philippine General Hospital, Manila. INQUIRER FILE PHOTO / LYN RILLON 

MANILA, Philippines — The Department of Health (DOH) reported 564 new infections of 
COVID-19 on Sunday. 
 
Active cases, meanwhile, slightly dropped to 46,537 in the 3,670,739 confirmed infections. 
 
Total recoveries currently stand at 3,566,592, while COVID-19 deaths are at 57,610. 
 
The DOH released the data through the COVID-19 tracker on the DOH’s website (which usually 
updates at night), after the agency stopped its daily COVID-19 report and transitioned into a 
weekly report. 
 
Despite being retained, the COVID-19 tracker will also eventually be updated on a weekly 
basis, said Health Undersecretary Maria Rosario Vergeire in an earlier statement. 
 
The first weekly report was released on Monday, March 7, where a total of 6,297 new infections 
of COVID-19 were reported from March 1 to 7. 
 
Health Secretary Francisco Duque III earlier said the transition into a weekly released report is 
meant to boost the confidence of the public under the new normal. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Source: https://newsinfo.inquirer.net/1567752/ph-posts-564-new-covid-19-cases-active-

infections-now-at-46537  
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NCR mayors prefer status quo 
Published 2 hours ago on March 14, 2022 05:00 AM 

By Alvin Murcia  @tribunephl_alvi 

 
Tribune Photo by Joey Sanchez Mendoza 

The 17 Metro Manila Mayors comprising the Metropolitan Manila Development Authority are 

not inclined to downgrade to Covid Alert Level 0 from Alert Level 1 in view of the recombinant 

variant “Deltacron” reported abroad. 

Parañaque City Mayor Edwin Olivarez, chairperson of the Metro Manila Council, said he and 

his fellow mayors have held off talks on recommending easing to Alert Level 0, although they 

are discussing ways of implementing the so-called “new normal.” 

Olivarez said the status quo may be best implemented in the next few weeks as authorities 

look at the Covid-19 transmission data and the “Deltacron.” 

“We must maintain Alert Level 1. We rely on data, although we see that Covid-19 cases have 

decreased,” Olivarez said. 

Citing incidence in his hometown Parañaque City, five out of 16 barangays have already 

registered zero Covid-19 cases and there have only been 37 active cases among the city’s 

nearly one million residents. 

Some experts said the National Capital Region may be ripe for a pandemic exit, while others 

expressed caution considering rising cases in Hong Kong and some parts of China. 

Olivarez said the removal of the mask mandate should happen last, especially with the 

reopening of full on-site work and face-to-face classes. 

Under Alert Level 1, intrazonal and interzonal travel shall be allowed without regard to age and 

comorbidities. 

All establishments, persons, or activities, are allowed to operate, work, or be undertaken at full 

on-site or venue/seating capacity provided it is consistent with minimum public health 

standards. 

 

 

 

Source: https://tribune.net.ph/index.php/2022/03/14/ncr-mayors-prefer-status-

quo/?utm_source=rss&utm_medium=rss&utm_campaign=ncr-mayors-prefer-status-quo  
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Please click this link: 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=19iYdTHJ0P0 
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Please click this link: 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=fxp5qXWgVuk  

 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=fxp5qXWgVuk


March 14, 2022 

Date 

 1 of 1 

Page 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

STRATEGIC  

COMMUNICATION &   

INITIATIVES  

SERVICE 

Headline 

Editorial 

Column 

Opinion 

Feature Article 

 

 

 

Please click this link: 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=aSt1kgf14xE 
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