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DENR taps USAID on climate change response 
We want to make sure that we are aligned with your priorities so that we could 
support and know we’re going in the right direction 
Published 6 hours ago on March 8, 2022 02:30 AM 
By Maria Romero  @tribunephl_mbr 

 
The Department of Environment and Natural Resources (DENR) has tapped the United States 
Agency for International Development (USAID) to further mitigate the effects of climate change 
in the country. 

Last week, US Charge d’Affaires Heather Variava, USAID Mission Director to the Philippines 
Ryan Washburn, and USAID Philippines Environment Office Chief John Edgar paid a courtesy 
visit on DENR Acting Secretary Jim Sampulna in acknowledgment of the longtime partnership 
between USAID and DENR. 

DENR and USAID are planning to come up with more activities for the other priority programs 
of the DENR, including the rehabilitation of Manila Bay, illegal wildlife trade, marine litter and 
climate change. 

“We want to make sure that we are aligned with your priorities so that we could support and 
know we’re going in the right direction,” Washburn said. 

He also mentioned the Climate Resilient Cities project, which is the latest USAID project that 
aims to help the Philippines adapt to, mitigate and endure the impacts of climate change. 

Currently, the National Water Resources Board is implementing the Safe Water project as 
DENR’s focal agency, among three regional offices in Palawan, Negros Occidental and 
Mindanao. 

Meanwhile, DENR-Biodiversity Management Bureau’s SIBOL project team recently worked on 
the Siargao seascape, which was badly hit by typhoon “Odette” in December 2021. 

USAID provides technical assistance to the projects, with the Safe Water initiative aiming to 
improve the sustainable management of the country’s water resources, and SIBOL on reducing 
environmental crimes and improving water security. 

Former DENR Secretary Roy Cimatu signed a five-year partnership with USAID for SIBOL and 
Safe Water programs on 27 May 2021. 

These projects are under the P7.25 billion USAID-Philippines agreement on enhanced and 
community resilience signed by the National Economic and Development Authority and USAID 
in February 2021. 

Source: https://tribune.net.ph/index.php/2022/03/08/denr-taps-usaid-on-climate-change-

response/  
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USAID Pays Courtesy Visit to 
DENR Chief 

 

Department of Environment and Natural Resources (DENR) acting Secretary Jim O. 
Sampulna (5th from left) join officials from the United States Agency for International 
Development (USAID) Environment Office Chief John Edgar, Mission Director to the 
Philippines Ryan Washburn, and US Charge d’Affaires Heather Variava (2nd , 3rd and 4th from 
left, respectively) on their visit to the DENR to discuss strengthening partnership on 
environmental protection and climate change mitigation. They are joined by (from left to right) 
DENR Foreign Assisted and Special Projects Service Project Management Division Chief 
Eddie B. Abugan Jr., Biodiversity Management Bureau OIC Director Natividad Y. Bernardino, 
National Water Resources Board Executive Director Sevillo D. David Jr., Policy and Planning 
Service OIC Director Glenn Marcelo C. Noble, and Project Preparation Division Chief Conrado 
A. Bravante, Jr. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Source: https://journal.com.ph/usaid-pays-courtesy-visit-to-denr-chief/ 
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Bong Go: DENR ginawaran ng lupa, 41 
residente sa Taytay 
MANILA, Philippines — Binati ni Senator Christopher “Bong” Go ang 41 bagong may hawak 
ng titulo ng lupa mula sa Taytay, Rizal sa turnover ceremony na pinangunahan ng Department 
of Environment and Natural Resources noong Marso 4. 

Dalawampung 100- square meter na lote sa Lupang Arenda, Barangay Santa Ana ang 
ipinamahagi sa mga informal settlers at miyembro ng Samahang Masigasig Tapayan 
Homeowners Association (SAMATHOA). Ang hakbang ay pagtupad sa pangako ng 
administrasyong Duterte na lutasin ang mga isyu sa pagmamay-ari ng lupa sa bansa. 

Umaasa si Go na magbibigay ito ng inspirasyon sa mga residente na pangalagaan ang lupain 
at paunlarin ito.  

Bilang pakikiisa sa mga benepisyaryo, ang grupo ni Go ay namahagi ng mga pagkain 
pagkatapos ng seremonya sa Quarantine Facility sa C6 Road sa Taytay. 

Nangako ang senador na patuloy na susuportahan ang mga mamamayan ng Rizal bilang 
“ampon” ng rehiyon ng CALABARZON.  

Saksi sa seremonya sina DENR acting secretary Jim Sampulna, Department of Human 
Settlements and Urban Development Secretary Eduardo del Rosario, National Irrigation Admi-
nistration Senior Deputy Administrator at dating Environment Undersecretary Benny Antiporda, 
Mayor George Gacula II, at iba pang lokal na opisyal. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Source:https://www.philstar.com/pilipino-star-ngayon/bansa/2022/03/08/2165763/bong-go-

denr-ginawaran-ng-lupa-41-residente-sa-taytay/amp/ 
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Kuya Bong lauds award of land 
titles to 41 in Taytay 

 
 

Sen. Christopher “Bong” Go congratulated 41 new land title holders from Taytay, Rizal, during 
a turnover ceremony led by the Department of Environment and Natural Resources on Friday, 
4 March. 

Twenty 100-square-meter lots in Lupang Arenda, Barangay Santa Ana, were distributed to the 
informal settlers and members of the Samahang Masigasig Tapayan Homeowners Association 
(SAMATHOA). The move marks the latest demonstration of the Duterte Administration’s 
commitment to solve land ownership issues in the country. 

“Natutuwa ako sa araw na ito dahil matutupad na ang pangarap ng ilan nating SAMATHOA 
members na magiging may-ari ng kanilang sariling lupain. Ang mga lupa na ito ay handog ng 
gobyerno sa inyo na bungad din ng inyong pakikinegosasyon sa ating pamahalaan.” 

“Nawa’y magbigay inspirasyon ito para pangalagaan niyo ang mga lupain at paunlarin ito. 
Asahan ninyo na nandito kami ni Pangulong Rodrigo Duterte kasama ang ating buong 
pamahalaan na laging handang tulungan kayo sa inyong pagsisikap … na magkaroon ng isang 
masagana at magandang buhay.” 

To express his solidarity with the beneficiaries, Go’s team distributed meals after the ceremony 
at the Quarantine Facility, along C6 Road in Taytay. 

In a separate distribution, representatives from the Department of Social Welfare and 
Development extended financial support under the Assistance to Individuals in Crisis Situation 
component of its protective services for the poor, marginalized and vulnerable. 

Concluding his remarks, the senator pledged to continue advocating for the people of Rizal as 
an adopted son of the CALABARZON region. He swore to push for similar programs, projects 
and initiatives that will benefit more communities, especially the underrepresented segments 
of the population. 

The senator has already assisted thousands of indigent residents, displaced workers, typhoon 
and fire victims, and other vulnerable groups in Antipolo City, Angono, Cainta, Rodriguez, San 
Mateo, Taytay and Teresa in 2021 alone. More recently, his team assisted 3,352 residents in 
Rodriguez on February 25 and 26. 

The lawmaker has also successfully pushed for the establishment of Malasakit Centers at the 
Antipolo City Hospital System Annex IV, Bagong Cainta Municipal Hospital, Casimiro A. Ynares 
Sr. Memorial Hospital in Rodriguez, and Margarito A. Duavit Memorial Hospital in Binangonan. 

Source:https://tribune.net.ph/index.php/2022/03/07/kuya-bong-lauds-award-of-land-titles-to-

41-in-taytay/ 
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Bong Go: DENR ginawaran ng lupa, 41 

residente sa Taytay 

 

MANILA, Philippines – Binati ni Senator Christopher “Bong” Go ang 41 bagong may hawak ng 
titulo ng lupa mula sa Taytay, Rizal sa turnover ceremony na pinangunahan ng Department of 
Environment and Natural Resources noong Marso 4. 

Dalawampung 100-square meter na lote sa Lupang Arenda, Barangay Santa Ana ang 
ipinamahagi sa mga informal settlers at miyembro ng Samahang Masigasig Tapayan 
Homeowners Association (SAMATHOA). 

Ang hakbang ay pagtupad sa pangako ng administrasyong Duterte na lutasin ang mga isyu sa 
pagmamay-ari ng lupa sa bansa. 

“Natutuwa ako sa araw na ito dahil matutupad na ang pangarap ng mga miyembro ng 
SAMATHOA na maging may-ari ng kanilang sariling lupain. Ang mga lupa na ito ay handog ng 
gobyerno na bunga din ng inyong pakikinegosasyon sa ating pamahalaan,” sabi ni Go sa 
kanyang video message. 

Umaasa si Go na magbibigay ito ng inspirasyon sa mga residente na pangalagaan ang lupain 
at paunlarin ito. 

“Asahan ninyo na nandito kami ni Pangulong Rodrigo Duterte kasama ang ating buong 
pamahalaan na laging handang tulungan kayo sa inyong pagsisikap … na magkaroon ng isang 
masagana at magandang buhay,” ayon sa senador. 

Bilang pakikiisa sa mga benepisyaryo, ang grupo ni Go ay namahagi ng mga pagkain 
pagkatapos ng seremonya sa Quarantine Facility sa C6 Road sa Taytay. 

Sa isang hiwalay na pamamahagi, ang mga kinatawan mula sa Department of Social Welfare 
and Development ay nagpaabot naman ng pinansiyal na suporta sa ilalim ng Assistance to 
Individuals in Crisis Situation na bahagi ng mga serbisyong proteksiyon nito para sa mahihirap, 
marginalized at bulnerable. 

Nangako ang senador na patuloy na susuportahan ang mga mamamayan ng Rizal bilang 
“ampon” ng rehiyon ng CALABARZON. 

Siya ay nanumpa na isusulong ang mga katulad na programa, proyekto at mga hakbang na 
pakikinabangan ng mas maraming komunidad. 
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NWRB, nagkakasa ng cloud seeding para 
tumaas ang lebel ng tubig sa Angat Dam | Saksi 
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“Bilang inyong kuya Bong Go, gagawin ko rin ang lahat ng aking makakaya upang isulong ang 
mga programa, proyekto at inisyatiba na makatutulong sa kapakanan ninyo at magpapaganda 
ng estado ng ating bansa.  Kami po ni Pangulong Duterte ay naririto at handang magserbisyo 
sa inyong lahat sa abot ng aming makakaya,” pahabol ni Go. 

Saksi sa seremonya sina DENR acting secretary Jim Sampulna, Department of Human 
Settlements and Urban Development Secretary Eduardo del Rosario, National Irrigation 
Administration Senior Deputy Administrator at dating Environment Undersecretary Benny 
Antiporda, Mayor George Gacula II, at iba pang lokal na opisyal. RNT 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Source: https://www.remate.ph/bong-go-denr-ginawaran-ng-lupa-41-residente-sa-taytay/ 
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NWRB eyes cloud seeding 
operation in Angat Dam 
 

By Maria Romero  
 

 

The National Water Resources Board (NWRB) will have to resort to cloud seeding operations 
to mitigate a looming water crisis due to the continuous decline of water elevation in Angat 
Dam. 

In a radio interview, NWRB Executive Director Sevillo David Jr. expressed concern over the 
“quite low” water level in Angat Dam, the main source of water supply in Metro Manila. 

“If we compare to previous years it is quite low so we need to prepare for the situation,” David 
said. 

The National Water Resources Board (NWRB) will have to resort to cloud seeding operations to 
mitigate a looming water crisis due to the continuous decline of water elevation in Angat Dam. 

In a radio interview, NWRB Executive Director Sevillo David Jr. expressed concern over the 
“quite low” water level in Angat Dam, the main source of water supply in Metro Manila. 

“If we compare to previous years it is quite low so we need to prepare for the situation,” David 
said. 

The water level in the Angat Dam in Bulacan slightly dropped to 195.31 meters on Monday from 
195.5 meters over the weekend. Its spilling level is 217 meters. 

The NWRB attributed the decline in low precipitation in the watershed. As forecasted by the 
weather bureau, Luzon will remain dry until the end of February. 

While it can still cover the water requirement of Metro Manila, the metropolitan cannot afford yet 
another water crisis amid the approaching summer months while the country battles a global 
pandemic. 

Based on the latest data from the Metropolitan Waterworks and Sewerage System (MWSS), the 
water level in Ipo Dam in Bulacan also slightly dipped to 98.48 meters on Monday from 98.55 
meters on Friday. 
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The La Mesa Dam in Quezon City likewise marginally dropped to 78.20 meters from 78.32 
meters. 

To recall, Angat Dam ended 2021 with 202.66 meters water elevation — 10 meters lower than 
the 212 meters year-end target. But the MWSS said, in an advisory posted on its website, that 
the current supply is still sufficient to meet the summer requirements. 

To avert a looming crisis, both the Manila Water Co. and Maynilad Water Services, Inc. have 
placed their respective contingency plans. 

East zone concessionaire Manila Water said it is maximizing the 100 million-liter-per-day (MLD) 
capacity of the Cardona Water Treatment Plant, which draws water from Laguna Lake. 

It is also operating its deep wells which can provide an additional 115 MLD and its 20-MLD 
Marikina Portable Water Treatment Plant, which can treat water from the Marikina River. 

Meanwhile, west zone concessionaire Maynilad said it optimizes its two water treatment 
facilities in Muntinlupa that now produce 300 MLD of water also drawn from Laguna Lake. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Source:https://tribune.net.ph/index.php/2022/03/07/nwrb-eyes-cloud-seeding-operation-in-

angat-dam/ 
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NWRB, nagkakasa ng cloud seeding para 
tumaas ang lebel ng tubig sa Angat Dam | Saksi 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Source: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=X7ITjouvuks 
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Angat Dam water level lower than usual: NWRB 
| TeleRadyo 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Source: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=6rZnMJPMJnY 
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Davao River, umapaw kasunod ng flashflood sa 
Calinan, Davao City 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Source: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=CEvHtiTX3K8 
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Main Samar highways closed due to 
flooding 
By Sarwell Meniano 

 

FLOODED ROAD. The flooded highway in Arteche, Eastern Samar as taken Sunday (March 6, 2022). Flooding has rendered some road 

sections in Eastern Samar and Northern Samar provinces impassable due to incessant rains. (Photo courtesy of Department of Public Works 

and Highways) 

TACLOBAN CITY – Flooding has rendered some road sections in Eastern Samar and Northern 
Samar provinces impassable due to incessant rains in the region the past days. 

The Department of Public Works and Highways (DPWH) said flooding has closed a section of 
a major highway in Bigo village, Arteche, Eastern Samar. This is part of the road network that 
links the provinces of Eastern Samar and Northern Samar. 

Motorists are advised to take the alternate route – the Imelda, Lapinig-Jipapad Road. 

DPWH Eastern Samar district engineering office chief Ma. Margarita Junia said in a phone 
interview Sunday that flooding is common in Bigo village every rainy season since the road 
section is a catchment area every time there is an overflow from Oras River. 

A viaduct is needed along the road section to elevate road grade line from the maximum flood 
level. 

“The proposal is to build a viaduct, elevating road grade line from the maximum flood level. It 
will provide motorists safe access even during heavy rains,” Junia said. 

In Lope de Vega, Northern Samar, flooding was recorded on Sunday along the road that 
connects the capital town of Catarman, Northern Samar to Calbayog City, Samar. The incident 
has closed the road to light vehicles for several hours until late Sunday, according to DPWH. 

The incessant rains since Sunday is brought by a low pressure area affecting Visayas and 
Mindanao. 

Frequent rainfall will likely prevail in Eastern Visayas in the early part of March due to the 
northeast monsoon or “amihan” and La Niña. 

Rains may continue this month since there are existing weather systems that have been 
affecting the region. 

The region has been experiencing rains weekly since November 2021 and the wet season 
persists until March even as the country observes Fire Prevention Month. 

People living in low-lying areas near these river systems have been advised to stay alert for 
possible flash floods during rainy days. 

Those residing near mountain slopes have been told to watch out for signs of landslides. (PNA)  

Source: https://www.pna.gov.ph/articles/1169134 
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‘434 foreigners visited Boracay since 

reopening’ 
Ghio Ong 

 

MANILA, Philippines — Only a few foreign tourists have visited Boracay since the world-famous 
island was reopened to international travelers last month or two years after it was closed due 
to the COVID pandemic. 

Of the 80,882 travelers who flew to Boracay in February, only 434 were foreigners, data from 
the municipal tourism office of Malay, Aklan showed. 

A majority of the foreigners came from the United States with 136, followed by Germany with 
39, the United Kingdom with 37, Canada with 27 and Australia with 23. 

Also included in the tally were six tourists from China and three from India. Both countries do 
not enjoy visa-free entry privilege in the Philippines. 

The Department of Tourism assured international travelers that their visit to Boracay would be 
free from inconvenience. 

Tourism Secretary Bernadette Romulo-Puyat said the country is the first in Asia to reopen its 
borders to international travelers, who should be fully vaccinated against COVID-19 before 
entry. 

Puyat said foreign tourists could visit all reopened destinations in the country, provided they 
comply with the requirements set by the local government units. 

The country started welcoming foreign tourists on Feb. 10, following approval by the Inter-
Agency Task Force for the Management of Emerging Infectious Diseases. 

Tourists should be fully vaccinated against COVID and test negative for the virus two days 
before leaving their point of origin. 
They would be required to present proof of complete COVID vaccination, negative RT-PCR 
test result, return ticket and travel insurance. 
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Tourists will not be required to undergo quarantine, but will be asked to monitor themselves for 
any COVID symptom.  

Should they feel unwell, they must report to the local government unit that has jurisdiction over 
the area they are visiting. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Source: https://www.philstar.com/nation/2022/03/08/2165664/434-foreigners-visited-boracay-

reopening 
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EcoWaste calls out online shops 

for selling mercury-containing skin 

whitening products 
by Faith Argosino 

 

“Despite supposed policy disallowing the sale of prohibited products and those flagged by 
health authorities, defiant third-party dealers continue to advertise and sell skin whitening 
products laden with mercury in online shopping sites,” EWC National Coordinator Aileen Lucero 
said in a statement on Monday, March 7. 

According to Ateneo Center for Research and Innovation Environmental Health Specialist Dr. 
Geminn Louis, “mercury is a toxic element, and even small amounts of this chemical are 
hazardous to human health.” 

Apostol added that mercury-containing products might affect infants’ developing brain and 
nervous system and cause neurodevelopmental disorders when used by pregnant women. 

To prevent mercury exposure among women, the Minamata Convention on Mercury, an 
international agreement, entered into force in August 2017. It lists cosmetics such as skin 
lightening creams and soaps with mercury content above 1 part per million (ppm) among 
products that should be banned by 2020. 

Moreover, the country is a member state of the Association of Southeast Asian Nations 
subscribed to the ASEAN Cosmetic Directive, which included mercury and its compounds on 
the “list of substances which must not form part of the composition of cosmetic products” in 
2007. 

However, EWC experts discovered mercury up to 22,100 ppm in 26 samples bought in online 
shops using an Olympus Vanta M Series X-Ray Fluorescence (XRF) analyzer recently. 

The products from mainland China, Hong Kong, Indonesia, Malaysia, Pakistan, and Thailand 
with the highest mercury content were: 
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Ailke Perfection Salvation Rosy Whitening A+B (22,100 ppm of mercury) 

Goree Day & Night Cream (17,850 ppm) 

Goree Beauty Cream (17,690 ppm) 

Ailke Boost Luster Superior Whitening (14,000 ppm) 

Parley Beauty Cream (8,600 ppm) 

Feique Herbal Extract Whitening Anti-Freckle Set (6,990 ppm) 

Jhalak Beauty Cream (6,400 ppm) 

Feique (Lemon. 3-in-1) (6,320 ppm) 

Parley Goldie Beauty Cream (6,310 ppm) 

Meyyong (Seaweed) Super Whitening Extra Whitening & Face Lift (5,500 ppm) 

Feique Papaya Whitening Cream (4,900 ppm) 

Golden Pearl Beauty Cream (4,560 ppm) 

Collagen Plus Vit E Day & Night Cream (4,150 ppm) 

Temulawak Day & Night Cream (3,460 ppm) 

Morning Face Beauty Cream (2,940 ppm) 

Santen (1,022 ppm) 

S’Zitang 10-day Specific Whitening & Spot AB Set (829 ppm) 

Jiaoli Miraculous Cream (720 ppm) 

The environmental group has reported the results of its investigation to the FDA and urged the 
agency to issue a new advisory reiterating the ban on the manufacture, importation, distribution, 
and trade of mercury-containing cosmetics. 

“Embrace your natural skin tone and reject chemical whiteners, which tend to reinforce colorism 
or the discrimination based on skin color,” the EWC and the International Pollutants Elimination 
Network (IPEN) advised female consumers to avoid mercury exposure. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Source:https://mb.com.ph/2022/03/07/ecowaste-calls-out-online-shops-for-selling-mercury-

containing-skin-whitening-products/ 
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https://mb.com.ph/2022/03/07/ecowaste-calls-out-online-shops-for-selling-mercury-containing-skin-whitening-products/
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200 Seedlings ng Guyabano at Mahogani itinanim sa isinagawang Tree 

Planting Activity sa Paligid ng Ipo Dam, Norzagaray Bulacan 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Source: https://web.facebook.com/watch/?v=349960390356419 
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Pangasinan ‘shells out’ P5.4-M for 268K 
kilos of plastic waste 
By Hilda Austria 

 

TURNING PLASTICS INTO GOODS. Residents in Bautista town, Pangasinan weigh their plastic waste to determine the amount of goods 

they will have in exchange. This is a project of the provincial government of Pangasinan called Kalinisan Karaban wherein plastic wastes are 

collected from residents in exchange for grocery items. (Photo courtesy of Province of Pangasinan) 

 

LINGAYEN, Pangasinan – The provincial government of Pangasinan has collected some 
268,297 kilograms of plastic waste from January to December last year, which was replaced 
with goods through its “Kalinisan Karaban” project. 

In a phone interview on Monday, General Services Office chief Evan Gladish Domalanta said 
the groceries and other goods distributed to residents in the different parts of the province in 
exchange for their plastic wastes amounted to PHP5.4 million. 

“Amid the pandemic, we continued the program and collected plastic wastes through the Abig 
(heal) Pangasinan Kalinisan Karaban, which was held 93 times last year with 7,973 participants 
from the different municipalities and cities of the province,” she said. 

She added they recently collected 80 tons of plastic wastes and have given PHP1.6 million 
worth of grocery items in Bautista, Basista, Asingan, and Tayug towns. 

Domalanta said the plastic waste collected through the program were turned into eco-bricks 
which were used in schools or provincial government facilities. 

The Kalinisan Karaban was initiated by Governor Amado Espino III aimed at clearing the streets 
of Pangasinan of plastic wastes, and encouraging the love for the environment through 
segregation, especially among the children. 

Domalanta said the Kalinisan Karaban store truck, which started going around the province in 
2019, operates in a designated place where residents can bring their segregated wastes, such 
as plastic containers, shampoo sachets, sando bags, and candy wrappers, which would be 
weighed and exchanged with goods. 

“Every kilo of plastic waste is equivalent to PHP15, which they could use to buy goods from our 
store truck,” she said. 

The plastic wastes, she added, should be separated from wrappers and sando bags. 

Domalanta said the project was institutionalized through Provincial Ordinance 32-2019 by the 
Sangguniang Panlalawigan (SP). 

Source: https://www.pna.gov.ph/articles/1169220 

 

“It is the aim of the province to institutionalize public participation in the implementation of the 
Kalinisan Karaban program through the promotion of individual responsibility towards reusing, 

 

https://www.pna.gov.ph/articles/1169220
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Amid pandemic easing, Olango Wildlife 
Sanctuary reopens 

 

LAPU-LAPU CITY, Cebu – Reeling from the onslaught of supertyphoon Odette, residents of 
Olango island have expressed hopes to slowly get back on their feet again with the reopening 
of the world-famous Olango Wildlife Sanctuary amid the easing of the novel coronavirus 
disease (Covid-19) pandemic. 

The Olango Wildlife Sanctuary serves as a paradise for the birds that fly back and forth to 
places such as Siberia, Northern China, Japan, and South Korea trying to “get warm” after the 
winter seasons. 

“Hinaot unta nga modagsa ang mga turista aron naa na sab mi panginabuhian. Pait kaayo ang 
among kinabuhi tungod sa pandemya ug nisamot pa human nihapak ang bagyong Odette (We 
hope that many tourists will come so we can have our livelihood again. We really suffer much 
due to the pandemic and worse when typhoon Odette struck),” the residents told Maharlika TV. 

Eight barangays in the island of Olango are under the jurisdiction of this city and most houses 
were destroyed and plunged into total darkness when supertyphoon Odette struck on 
December 16 last year. 

The residents said the reopening of the wildlife sanctuary would further boost the island’s 
tourism industry and provide additional income to their families. 

Lapu-Lapu City has eight barangays on the island of Olango where most houses were 
destroyed and plunged into total darkness when supertyphoon Odette struck on December 16 
last year. 

It was learned that there are more than one species of birds being observed in Olango 
Sanctuary. About 48 of them are migratory birds while the remaining number comprises the 
residents on this haven. 

The website of Olango Island Wildlife Sanctuary identified some of the birds as the Chinese 
Egret, Little Egret, Little Heron, Grey Plover, Kentish Plover, Greater Sand-Plover, Far Eastern 
Curlew, Eurasian Curlew, Whimbrel, Bar-tailed Godwit, Common Redshank, Common 
Greenshank, Common Sandpiper, Terek Sandpiper, Grey-tailed Tattler, Ruddy Turnstone, 
Asian Dowitcher, Great Knot, Rufous-necked Stint, Curlew Sandpiper, Gull-billed Tern, 
Whiskered Tern, Common Kingfisher, White-collared Kingfisher, Barn Swallow, Pacific 
Swallow, Yellow-vented Bulbul, Golden-bellied Flyeater, Pied Fantail, Brown Shrike, and Olive-
backed Sunbird. (ai/mtvn) 

 

Source: https://maharlika.tv/2022/03/07/amid-pandemic-easing-olango-wildlife-sanctuary-

reopens/?fbclid=IwAR2KMddayris2jsLTduiQjY1BBKX9pObSZ0LGtbEfiK3i-

JHauK6LvEqMi0 

 

 

https://maharlika.tv/2022/03/07/amid-pandemic-easing-olango-wildlife-sanctuary-reopens/?fbclid=IwAR2KMddayris2jsLTduiQjY1BBKX9pObSZ0LGtbEfiK3i-JHauK6LvEqMi0
https://maharlika.tv/2022/03/07/amid-pandemic-easing-olango-wildlife-sanctuary-reopens/?fbclid=IwAR2KMddayris2jsLTduiQjY1BBKX9pObSZ0LGtbEfiK3i-JHauK6LvEqMi0
https://maharlika.tv/2022/03/07/amid-pandemic-easing-olango-wildlife-sanctuary-reopens/?fbclid=IwAR2KMddayris2jsLTduiQjY1BBKX9pObSZ0LGtbEfiK3i-JHauK6LvEqMi0
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Covid-19 cases in NCR, areas under AL 1 
continue to decline 
By Ma. Teresa Montemayor March 7, 2022, 4:37 pmUpdated on March 7, 2022, 5:07 pm 

 
(File photo) 

MANILA – The number of new Covid-19 cases in the National Capital Region and 38 other 
areas under Alert Level 1 continues to go down, an OCTA Research Group fellow said Monday. 

Since the group’s prediction of less than 1,000 new cases by March, Dr. Guido David noted 
that the numbers might continue to decrease to a few hundred at the end of the month. 

“Medyo nag-slow down, pero bumababa pa rin, ‘yun ang mahalaga (It has slowed down, but 
it’s still going down, that’s the important thing),” David said in a televised public briefing. “About 
300 to 500 [new cases] tulad ng nakita natin December last year bago pumasok ang taon na 
ito (just like what we’ve seen in December last year before this year entered." 

The slow downward trend in the Covid-19 numbers could be attributed to decreased 
vaccination data and population protection, he added. 

To continue the decrease in cases, the group said the public must continue adhering to 
minimum public health standards. 

“Baka nagiging kampante pa rin ‘yung iba nating mga kababayan. At least, ‘yung pagsuot 
ng face mask, ito ay napakahalaga, napakalaking tulong ito para maalis ‘yung (Maybe, some 
of our fellowmen are being complacent. At least, wear a face mask because this is very 
important to eliminate the) infection,” David said, warning that the coronavirus is causing a rise 
in cases in other Southeast Asian nations. 

He said there could be more areas that are qualified to deescalate to Alert Level 1 considering 
the low number of new cases and healthcare utilization rate nationwide. 

However, there are areas with very low vaccine coverage, one of the metrics used by the Inter-
Agency Task Force for the Management of Emerging Infectious Diseases and the Department 
of Health in the Alert Level System classification. 

“Sana patuloy yung pagpapabakuna, isa rin 'yan paraan para ma-protect tayo sa spike in 
cases kase ‘yung immunity bumababa rin over time kahit na-vaccinate na tayo o na-
expose tayo kaya maganda pa rin mapa-booster mga kababayan natin for additional layer of 
protection (I hope people will decide to get vaccinated, it's for us to be protected against a spike 
in cases because our immunity level decreases over time after being fully vaccinated or 
exposed. It’s best that we receive booster shots for additional layer of protection),” David said. 

As of March 5, the National Covid-19 Vaccination Dashboard showed that a total of 
135,929,478 doses have been administered. 

Of the total doses, about 10,518,413 were given as booster shots. 
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As of March 5, the National Covid-19 Vaccination Dashboard showed that a total of 
135,929,478 doses have been administered. 

Of the total doses, about 10,518,413 were given as booster shots. 

Despite the decline in coronavirus cases, the Department of Labor and Employment (DOLE) 
reminded anew both employers and employees of the strict observance of health protocols 
inside workplaces under the most relaxed Alert Level 1. 

“The face mask will still be worn whether indoors or outdoors and the ventilation in closed 
spaces should also be complied with, and the vaccinations. The most important thing, we 
already know that and we have the mindset to wear a mask, your ventilation, especially when 
we enter the office and it is considered a closed space, if you have windows especially, you 
can open them so that your airflow is good,” Labor Assistant Secretary Ma. Teresita Cucueco 
said in a Laging Handa briefing. 

Cucueco added that the policy requiring unvaccinated on-site workers to submit negative 
reverse transcription-polymerase chain reaction (RT-PCR) test results every two weeks 
remains in effect. (with report from Ferdinand Patinio/PNA)  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Source: https://www.pna.gov.ph/articles/1169181  
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Second booster for seniors eyed 
Published 3 hours ago on March 8, 2022 03:40 AM 
By TDT  @tribunephl 

 
Photo: Analy Labor 

 

The national government is looking at the possibility of giving a second coronavirus disease 
2019 (Covid-19) booster shots to senior citizens and immunocompromised individuals who are 
most at risk for hospitalization and death due to coronavirus infection. 

According to infectious disease expert Rontgene Solante, the second booster shot is being 
eyed for the said groups for now, but not yet for the younger population or general public. 

“We are pushing for a second booster shot for the more vulnerable population like the 60 years 
old and above and the immunocompromised, so they could get protected against the severe 
form of Covid-19,” said Solante in a radio interview. 

Local health experts and the Department of Health are expected to finalize this week their 
recommendation on the possible administration of a second Covid-19 booster shot for the said 
sectors which completed their primary vaccine series. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Source: https://tribune.net.ph/index.php/2022/03/08/second-booster-for-seniors-

eyed/?utm_source=rss&utm_medium=rss&utm_campaign=second-booster-for-seniors-eyed  

 

https://tribune.net.ph/index.php/author/tribuneadmin/
https://www.twitter.com/tribunephl
https://tribune.net.ph/index.php/2022/03/08/second-booster-for-seniors-eyed/?utm_source=rss&utm_medium=rss&utm_campaign=second-booster-for-seniors-eyed
https://tribune.net.ph/index.php/2022/03/08/second-booster-for-seniors-eyed/?utm_source=rss&utm_medium=rss&utm_campaign=second-booster-for-seniors-eyed
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Please click this link: 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=gLbAHMVOCng 

 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=gLbAHMVOCng
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=gLbAHMVOCng


March 08, 2022 

Date 

 1 of 1 

Page 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

STRATEGIC  

COMMUNICATION &   

INITIATIVES  

SERVICE 

Headline 

Editorial 

Column 

Opinion 

Feature Article 

 

 

 

Please click this link: 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=xxBnPsIjuJ8 

 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=xxBnPsIjuJ8
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=xxBnPsIjuJ8


March 08, 2022 

Date 

 1 of 1 

Page 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

STRATEGIC  

COMMUNICATION &   

INITIATIVES  

SERVICE 

Headline 

Editorial 

Column 

Opinion 

Feature Article 

 

 

 

Please click this link: 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=uQLm6h7PcIA  
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Please click this link: 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=UOJ2SS6Fw34 
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